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January to December 1984 


LIBRARY 
World Council of Churches 


ABORIGINAL RIGHTS 


Booriginal rights meeting disappoints church groups -<---——-—------—— 
Uniting Church of Australia fears land-rights sellout ----------------- 
ABORTION 

meer bee “ahort Ton. ete te fate re ET See Ue a, he ee 
RC theologians oppose monolithic approach on abortion ----------------— 
ee tae BOT E eT Ce eae 
US Anglican bishops issue ‘study document’ on abortion ---------------- 
AFRICA 

Pe ho mn ee a ae 
US$ 100 M appeal launched to combat hunger in Africa ------------------ 
Background on the African drought situation --------------------------- 
Recommendations on hunger in Africa ----------------------------------- 
26, African ‘drought countries listed --——------~---—----— on 
Cmirches’ concerned’ —‘one- ‘in. four a.refugee: ---—-- 


ME Sy ee VT garam enema a oe oe aT: Reb ek ae Re RES MRR BT ee orca co 
Worst drought in history brings unprecedented aid --------------------- 


AID & GRANTS 


WCC reactivates Kampuchea aid effort; asks US$ 2M -------------------- 
Aid for 'boat people' asked ------------- 9 
Church emergencies officers warn of 'disparity' dangers --------------- 
FRG church debatés anti-racism grants ----------—---—---—--—-—--———-----— 
Church aid for Tamils fleeing Sri Lanka ------------------------------- 
Christian Aid increase ------------------------------------------------ 
Worst drought in history brings unprecedented aid --------------------- 
US$ 110 M for African drought asked so far —--------------------------- 
1984 WCC racism grants: 43 groups get US$ 400T ----------------------- 
Pitts the eemoereatce. Or bucope,, North America —<<-—<-<-——-——————————-——-—~ 
Anti-racism grants go to Asia, Australia/Pacific ---------------------- 
Proposal for Kenyan church aid to Scotland in trouble ----------------- 
Church airlift’ for Ethiopia: beginning ———--=--—~-———------2 
Finnish church urges famine aid. --------—--—-—-- > 
Church relief agency active in wake of Gandhi assassination ----------- 
Scouttagn bishops: in’ appeal on poor. eee ee 
World Council of Churches sends team to visit Ethiopia ---------------- 


ALBANIA 
Albaniayon (USSR vand © Re ree aa OF 832 
Albania criticized by Amnesty International ---------—-—------—---——----—- 12. 43 


ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 


Mediterranean Consul tat Lon Pro DOS Cd i rr ee O25°95 
Former church council staff person. arrested --—----——-—--------—----—---—-- 03. 04 
Building of AACC headquarters tolresume tees 3 ~~~ — ~~~ ee 04. 15 
AETican TELuUgee MCSE Le mmm mmm mmr rer oc oe ee 04. 66 
Churches concerned — one in four a refugee: ————————-—-—-——-—-—___-____|-__--| 06, 51 
Africa church conference creates human rights group ------------------- (Oi Fl 
AACC human. rights commission neets ——-———-—--_______- =U s 8 20 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 


Dissident priest's Cathedral Gun 02 02. 65 
Chirwas Sentences: C Ommit Cd mma OF ee su 
Minesty appeats on” Chinese Cat NG cS a TU. 6 
Albania criticized by “Amnesty ‘International ——————-————— Te. eS 
ANGLICAN 

First female Anglican priest has?anniversary ———-———---————-—-—--———--—— Ol. 74 
Malawi college : cS ed mere ae Na O01. 78 
ARC IGOR atech? sit O01. 98 
Malawi-.college reopens ---—-----------9 <9 999 9 02. 05 
Remarriage procedures re-thought ------------------==- =< === == =- == == === ie. sf 2 
Bishop's consecration seen as helping end Anglican breach ------- che Sata em, o) 
Seminariansexplore lay vocations ——————— 2. Os. 
Anglican -team in World: Council visit -----——---——-—-----—-——-—--—-=———=— 2.49 
English Anglicans™act™on divorce, not on nissiles ——-———— = Ae pai a 
Anglicans~ask-Namibtatact Lone 2. 20 
Anglican council meets on ecumenism, dogma, mission ~------------------- 07.102 
Anglican council makes many recommendations -----------<------------=--— 08. 04 
Canterbury notes spread of Anglicanism world-wide --------------------— LOG 27. 
Letters from London ee 10. 28 
US Anglican bishops welcome religion-politics debate -----------------— PU. a 
English Anglican marriage reforms seem dead -------------------------—— Vr. ee 
ANGOLA 

Bishops' appeais-in-Angola; "Cone >? = Sn 05.24 


ANNIVERSARIES & FESTIVALS 


ECUPAST: EPS 50th Anniversary --<<-—<<--------~-----——<~-<------<-----—-—— Ul, UlL—aG 
ECUPAST: rEPS-S0th~Anni Verse tyes OT t= 2U 
Zwingli & Grundtvig: ===<==<=<==<========s—=—— 35 5 5 = 8 Se 01 aaa he 
Central Anerica-week"==<<==-=-- = 2 beso fA 
Wotld\Religtous" Liberty =Day eee O01. 90 
Japanese Ordination annivercar 9 02. 04 
2Wwingii's-5S00th*anniversar ys see = 36 ee ee 02. 44 
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ANNIVERSARIES & FESTIVALS (continued) 


"'Historic' Maori walk marks 1840 NZ treaty ---------------------------- 
Anniversary Supplement: EPS at 50: The Editors reflect -------------- 
BRDRUSAGer eur i COS upOPe beer eee ee en ee en 
World Reformed group speaks on Taiwan, visits Shenouda ---------------- 
a a yn rr re en nen na ne OTS en 
Christians urged to mark “Holocaust Remembrance Day" ------------------ 
Eraytagut orathesCountriess0lsAsiad raceme rn 
Korean Christianity's Anniversary Year ----------------- 9-9 
US Greek Orthodox primate celebrates 25th anniversary ----------------- 
Renya council calls for prophetic role --------—--—---——-——---———--~-—---- 
50 years ago Germans issued Barmen Declaration ------------------------ 
EPSvat 50eq-eReflections and) Irends -------7---—--------">- 
paGyuberlormeds Al. lances 100, oe 
Korean Methodist Centennial Proclamation -----------3---- 3-9 
‘Tolpuddle martyrs' remembered ---------------------------------------- 
Nantes revocation, to, be; marked, 33-99 
WCC message on Eivind Berggrav's anniversary -------------------------— 
Salvation Army celebrates 100 years of social services ---------------- 
Church committee on European migrants marks two decades --------------- 
Soviet party reported concerned about Orthodox millenium -------------- 
PetvucondeekKcangyMarksn LUtChesanni ver saty..cr esr 
GDR church announces plans for composers' anniversaries --------------- 
Centenary of Protestant work in Cuba marked --------------------------- 


APPOINTMENTS 


’ Female pastor, BEwsOLSROOEAD LONG 4 teeta ee een 
Boerma named to WCC communications POSt wrrrrr rrr rrr tra 
PEC ee DOOLAEe TI NCeri im GLFeCLOr (1G cNeW 63 OLK 9 
Castro chosen to head staff of World Council of Churches -------------- 
Hungarian bishop to head Lutheran World Federation -------------------— 
Baptists nominate president, act on rights, torture, women ------------ 
Seouseranomiuated fort USdNCCi posters srt 
TutusnamedsbishopcofeJohannesburg.dlocese..---s ee 
Council elects Brouwer, considers its structure ------33 39999399 
Ravers Naude asked to succeed Tutu -—-<-------—-—----—----—-——-_-—-—_—_- + 
Peveeeaiana church council gets new Gs -—-------—--—--------—-----—--_--- 
Ecumenical Patriarchate names Tsetsis representative to WCC ----------- 
PeGCeeaccenes | SOULnRALrican-counci 1. post..crer sta ee 
Synod of United Protestant Church of Belgium meets -------------------- 


ARCHITECTURE 
"Sacred spaces' & ‘rumpus rooms'; church architects debate buildings —- 
ARGENTINA 


Beagle di BPULC mmm SS ee 
Argentine Protestants increase advocacy role -------------------------= 
Argentine RC bishops defend human rights record ------3-9333 9333-3 
Pre-Election Letter from Argentina to US Christians ------------------- 
Argentine, UK church reps meet on Falklands/Malvinas ------------------ 
Varioussecunenical,. dialogues. conti nue.t er sr ee 
Lutheransespraise, Argentine.democracy..2c errs ste 


11. 44 


ARMENTA 

Armenia and the World Council of Churches) -———_--—-—_.-——— 09. 43 
Armenian archbishop appeals on behalf of jailed priest ---------------- 10. 70 
ATHEISM 

ACHEL SM SSCACL SC 1 CS mmm re ae ee ar ae ey ee eee 06. 87 
AUSTRALIA 

Faith, science, future considered in Australia -----------------------— 01. 69 
Church talks with ‘min ie ‘1 [) 5 mmm mer rr 02. 09 
Bishop's consecration seen as helping end Anglican breach ------------- O02 .1 BD 
"Mr DeacOneSS" errr rr rr rrr rrr 04. 73 
Australian Anglicans in row on apartheld )———~—~—————~~- a 05. 30 
Religious discrimination ban backed in Australia ---------------------- 06. 71 
ACC sets up Philippimes (cl OS ke mmm mmr rrr nner oe es rene re ena OF «ed 
Apprenticeship £Or Bi SHOP mmm a i er a a 07... 54 
Unitine church in Australia on, baptisn(=———————————< <3 08. 27 
Australian committee suggests ecumenical hymns ~----------------------— 09.33 
"lolpuddle martyrs! TeMeCMDCT CC mmm rn 09. 85 
Australian United church sends anti-racism letter --------------------— 10.463 
Various ecumenical dialogues continue -——--—_-_——_-_——-<———— 12.69 
Uniting Church of Australia fears land-rights sellout ----------------- 12, Si 
AUSTRIA 

Muslim-Christian relations on European meeting agenda ------------~---~-— 03, 69 
Rahner OD1t meme mm a oe 04. 27 
Central European church reps consider human rightS ------------~---~---— 10.106 
Vatican relations with China, Czechoslovakia, Cuba j)=----=——-—————-———-_— aa 
BAPTISM, EUCHARIST, MINISTRY (BEM) 

Swedish civil "bape l sty a 9 RA 
WEARG 5 OTL BE on mr a a ee OZ wee 
CEC to study BEM -rermm rm ae 02. 94 
Ecumenism & Worship =.Local & International | ———--———-- ee 0Z..112 
Baptism an issue in Finnish talks ~-————-—--—-——-———~——<<=— <= Sanna 035,20 
UK/Dutch, GDR/Dutch meetings ----- 9 een rn nr 05.228 
GDR bishop suggests “gradual commitment” for umbaptized --------------- i ped 
Uniting church in Australia on baptism ~---------3— 3 rn O8wo2/ 
Swedish church ponders baptism for membership --------------3--3-33------— O97 26 
FRG Lutheran bishops urge RC eucharistic hospitality ------------------ 09.57 
BAPTIST 

Ecumenism on US Baptist (are nde ei i ee 04 5% 
German Baptist "Declaration of Cuilt ,———-——_.-—_-___...-- = O09. wad 
Nordic Baptist reps me@e@t ——— en re 10,420 
Baptist smoking views cause coutlicts.--—-————————__ FS 10.286 


BIBLE 

Revised standard Bible version being revised -------------------------- EL. 
Pinetesive -Leclionary 2) (pear bt wl) mers ee rere ernie na sare mane erect arent 1. 
Methodist court rules on gay clergy, inclusive language --------------- : hv 
BOLIVIA 

Bolivian bishops promoting ‘accord’ to confront crisis ---------------- O3re 
BELGIUM 

ee URNOTY SS CL OE oe fa rm a es a a a I 02. 
Wetted Enotestantes ynod in 5B ek ak inn mrcape rt 02. 
Bpeateon nem erantesi note le tun 6 een 02. 
Bete anarrocestant message itoVlews ~<a nn |, 038. 
Brehopsviletter ontEuropean*elections--———-—<—————-----— 05. 
Leceye.untheohuropesnurarllamen®, soaps eae en 07. 
Synod of United Protestant Church of Belgium meets -------------------— 12. 
BRAZIL 

ee custesec ped tne) Anglicans mee fe nnn nn ern 02. 
Brazil churches urge major social changes ----------------------------- 03. 
Bras.) cnurch cebatesstheology, participation -——-—-----------—-—---——-—- 04. 
CLAI reacts*against mining of Nicaraguan ports ----~---—-----------<---- 05. 
ee ed es 2 OI a COM IN i eee earn meen ee ee 06. 
WACC meeting in Brazil ----------------------- ~------------------------ 06. 
Floods policy prompts protest ---------------------------<-------------- 09. 
Brazil Lutherans vote bigger faculty, administrative reform ----------- Ly 
BULGARIA 

oe SE TESS RODS BUG GWE Tb EC) RE CUR Soh 0 ee creecmaennateamavinimsrennas seme memes tr ater te gene ae oe 9 02. 
PERM LA LU ASUODS OTL LOO, NECA TSO mmm rrr pen merc ere neeen 02 
BOPP EAU DALLLArCht ADC 1 8 £0 60D meaner marc more nce me pre rors memes apa 04. 
East European church reps meet on rightS ------------------------------ Oh 
BURUNDI 

Te en ee a2 8 S101 le re eg moet ice oon 01. 
Ta a lemma ernment ne chen mom sore an 10. 
CAMEROON 

Courch tea. ostabtionvauthortzed *to-resine-———————_——— 07. 
Africa church youth meeting considers Sudan, youth role --------------- 10. 
CANADA 

acd rk Sam OUT Bs RR ee i St nn ate a rn ca ata carer eer rare secant Ol. 
STE eT ETE 8 aha 1) To Wa atria tin A ee AS aR RA Sa Ol. 
Meiriene reruyianstlaAnagianse. Letters. 22-—----=--————----———--———— OL, 
Worid Council official appeals on Indian. vight 6 nnn nnn 02. 
Caged rene nssuons on wUS ppo rao rT aD iy eT eee 03. 
beh tL Se sense arama Sarees FR ee a Tee TN ee ee 03. 
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CANADA (continued) 


RC priest resigns from Canadian par l lament (ess seer e 3 ee 03. 87 
North American Lutherans consider ministry ~------------------~--------=-- 04. 45 
Canadian interfaith network chooses board --w------H-- errno 05. 14 
Letters from Kitchene vm ee 06. 64 
New Canadian ecumenical association seen doomed ~------3-3--—-9----=-=-— 06. 86 
Church, reps:.issue; appeal. onyas yal Un tr 06.119 
TorCure/ VICULMS CSCSL VLOG rk a 07. 42 
Totem pole to be raised at World Council of Churches ------------------ 07. 43 
Aboriginal rights meeting disappoints church groups ------------~------ 07. 44 
Canadian Lutheran union approved ~mmerrn rn nn 07. 60 
Top Vatican’ écumenist speaks, to.Lutherans (e-— == — 07. 83 
Peace, sexuality on agenda of United Church of Canada ----------------— 08. 24 
Ecumenism's health in Canada discussed ---—----———-———-——--—-—-—-—-———————--—— 09. 08 
HOSPLtaD LC SP aC Om ae ee a oe ea a 09. 18 
United Church of Canada: ‘not a one-issue church! -------------------- OF... wail 
Pope meets Canadian ecumenical leaders ----------———-———---——-—-———-——~——~——— 09. 37 
Canadian church group appeals on Latin America -----------3------~----=-— 10... 292 
Canadian Anglican bishops oppose capital punishment ~------------------- cE aa be) 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 

Canadian Anglican bishops oppose capital punishment ------------------— 12.09 
CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 

Caribbean Conference of Churches consults on regional issues ---------- 12. Ge 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


Central America, weekss-—<“7--2--Scoccn Se, LL Le Cis ay 
RC.-study group in Central Am@x 1 Ci em ee 02. 38 
Central American) Jesuit! appeals +> ————— 02. 64 
Bulgarian bishops On food, Nicaragua, --9 se OZ. «93 
US, Anglican” team tol Centrad--Ameri Cas 02. 96 
Church, léadérs~on-Central. Amerl Cas.qse te sre rr ee 03. /20 
NGO Declaration on Nicaragua and Central America ---------------------- 05. 41 
Seminar urges: end militarism in Caribbean, Central America ---------- 10. 72 
CHILE 

Beagle. dispute worsmrere ree ner ee eee eee aaa oe | 
Chile, human.rightssviolations«seid ipe@err nme ee 02.2 
The poor organizegin Chi] C0 ee cere ee c e 02.111 
Chite*church-government 018 PUL 6 034.40 
Bishops publish letter on ‘volitice i calle - 10. 07 
Chile“bans church Mews: DEOAUCAS Ua 11.20 
WCC message, on Chilet situation seers cre ner rs eee 
Chile church calls for.day.of: fast; prayer .-----------------—----——----- i? 25 
CHINA 

Giina@jalis RC bishop ———~ Ol. 42 
Communist party policy and COLL G1 Onl mmr Ol. 64 
Conferees consider “ancestor worship —-~-——— 3 02.108 
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CHINA (continued) — 


iPost-denominational!.Chinese,ratechi sms 0ut perenne a D2, Las 
VET TPE PE Bid BEN OO gee mageasangat or titre Time avteeq i eco e ee MMTW Sp Gmhr aame’ aera eo tae eremme nee oe 03. 10 
puauseliembineChinant 1 1) easter ren Tr ee ee ae 03. 46 
Texteowbichispeaknto Chri at dams dCi 80 8 gr recreate rere errr nner 5 A | 
OS CROAT 6 Od hy Ch 8 0a erence mare rene ee ce cr a 03. 94 
Boeeeeel eri oreCntisci ans ive Cu ind ee sors e eee eec eee eee 04. 17 
Miasionary ‘sravesirestotedsin-China.-serrscsser erst ee 07. 56 
Statement of Ecumenical Youth Visitors to China ---------------<-------- 07. 62 
Pebwanechurehh leader n£ 6 ec parr err re a 09. 04 
padnaneTheological: Col legeveet sare pr l CVC mmr nnn nn 09. 54 
cndnerenGatholi¢siopen sixthsaseminary.<cm rere srs en ee 09. 2D 
RT BB One tC OAC 8 terns pe care re tre rams ent a re a O97 dak 
potuese churchrdelesation; visits: Japan. eer en eee 10. 16 
BOR CBE OR 1 ek SOG es VS B.C te C0 S10 Bee tar ne nm > Paes 
Bovleraevee tips Korea \ China..cewrne rer 9s ek | 
Cusnenertheotosical: journal: Lo,be) revived: qr eee 10.,...82 
Botienkoug chdrchrdelegationivisits; Chinas -—<----9—sen 10.120 
Batien wisiteethinaseachurch). vitality) seen) mmr ae 
ere isetvary depressed one, pf Chin ag eer rr ae Ud 5 ath. 
Pusenogvurecacherteviel tr Chd nas ener erste er reer en Aen od 


CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF ASIA (CCA) 


Ail “Aadaneconsultation,on Christian) arty sos ret ae eee 04. 09 
ETERS TOD. {apg oe tego eo Rae aa ees Fa net MPR NORBERT MARTINO ee TNT Meee TARE gt per twen Ter me Raa enaie er metaremes  oer  aet 04. 29 
Peas genersl ocomet? teen eee rrr er ie re ne 04. 30 
Rime eetorothercouvlri es 0fuA61 38 crt or tere ee wn errr 04. 82 
Avfeministaperspectives on, ecunenisn( ------.- rr -_,_....~”.. ee 05. 40 
Youth assembly considers Asian issues, solidarity --------------------- LD, 1we 
A new ecumenical vision for Asia ---------- foweanarrerense tye aie rene > Bea rr ae ae 
Peacesands iustice inyNorth-East-+Asilaer-.e crc en ee 12 on et 
CHRISTIANITY 

Beware Veon Chri ett ant yer errr me 3 ane ae) 
Conterees, consider... ancestor’ worship »------—------- 02.108 
Missionaries from third world put at 10 percent -wr rrr rrr nnn rrr nnn 03. 60 
US, Soviet Christians plan exchange visits ---------------------------— 04. 54 
Church: in> [nd1a 9 mer rrr rrr ee 04. 87 
PUR OT A UO CL 1 OD rrr re na en rr nn rn a 04. 89 
Brataen sacadenics, critique, church; statevents):-—--—--—----—------- > Ne A 
CPOs en SeGet OFe EUrope! Ba COLL Bld Bri Sr rr me 06.126 
Teepe OR4oCAlL1I to Sheds enc ee re rrr rrr nn 08. 30 
REY he SEI St Rg CS hg be aoge ggree soo A SEE RESET RENC RGN. eae IMTS LNT and 12250 
Pet iseibospand Ches les ten Svat City er ren nn rn ne 12.139 


o 
CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE 
rene ® CPC} onf Overcoming Enmity. .----e en Sic tae 
CHURCHES' COMMITTEE ON MIGRANT WORKERS IN EUROPE 


Ray Bee NG IM ES TT ite) 2] er ona RG SAIN OP CREPRARRE MR CROCE 797 CoO BSR AE see ts 


CHURCH & SOCIETY 


Church & society in® the Philippine s fo neers 10.122 
Finnish bishops publish letter on sexual ethics ~---------------------=- 11. 38 
Urban parish role in-socialism’ considered  ~-—9—— == li. 60 
Living togethers: consultation looks at causes, implications ---------- tZ. Do 
Christians ‘and (the: Caste +Syst ein) ire er 12. 38 


CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS 


Sermon’ prompts Danish’ church=state™ brouta ae ees === ——<<—==— 5 = Ol. a2 
SSD Rag UE OS Cra aa aa a Ol. 35 
Kenya urges church (appOLnt ment Src rte ee 01. 38 
Hurigarian church/ states re Lat 1 Ovi 6 me era ere ee Ui, 33 
Czechoslovak eri tict Sinemet OE ae 
Government minister looks at Polish church-state relations ------------ O01. 67 
Swedish free synod prompts church, ecumenical comment -------~---------- Ol. dL 
Trish’ government +é* chureh?on? [RAG ss O1. 91 
CHUFeh=state tLe ct me eee ct ne a OF. > 
Religion and’ governments in? Nip @ 0 15 OL. 29 
The church in “Poland: (Od ay mm 01.100 
eR afew hake pela BM aCoLh & GAG aw MR ae a WME C6 CR emma mr he engin oedgsns sch I Ss OFA OX 
Ethiopian -releases,cancel] La tl O1y mr a yaaa & 
Hungarian’ church’ dispute? “7393+ Sse 4= ee ee 02. 28 
Danish government, bishops in agreement on sermon caSe ~-~~—3-=~~--~~—— 02.. 53 
PCEUCLA Ly MECC TGs Leh SOU ET Ai Ck nn ee age © Aras 3 
Polish primate cautions ‘extremist’ priests -———--————-—————__ 02. 63 
Clergy oppose UK plans on localities ------------------~---=--=----------- 02. 68 
World Lutheran exec faults some articles on assembly ~----------------— 02. 88 
Guatemala religious repression cited —----—-----——----—-——-—-—-——--—————-—-— 02. aug 
Ghana. leader On DOLE S100 mm a a a Ban #0) 
"Statement on Korean ArrestS" ---~----3 3-9 02.109 
Tutu rejects SA report on Council of Churches ------------------------- 02.114 
State panel critiques, urges controls on SA church council ------------ 92.115 
Church reps say report doesn't change their views on council ---------- 92.116 
Reflections on /the)Elofit:Commiss ion 3-3 O92 Lae 
Parliament discusses Eloff report on SA church council --------------~-- 03. 06 
SACC* statement’ on: Eiort’ Comission) Se ae 
WCC’ message to the? SACC. Sees 3... gue 
Brazil churches urge major social changes ---------—- 03. 19 
Paraguay church-state Cens 1 O18 | mmm rm a 8) alivs ¥4 
Italy in agreement with Waldensians/Methodists ------------------------ 03. 40 
Vatican-China links’ said’ more” pronisiny Os Md 
Norwegian church reforms. debated. ————————— DS. ee 
Bolivian ‘bishops promoting *"accord’ to "confront crisi3*—-—=<=—— = —————— 03. 54 
Papal ‘visit ‘to Yugosiavial Oppose cd rr ee rea O35... 0 
SA priest acquitted qm mn ree Was ta/ 
Kaunda*opposes ‘church divisions... DO estil. 
Bishops reflect on elections in El Salvador and Nicaragua ------------- uo aS 
Paraguay church-state tensions come to head ----<---------------------—-— 03. 74 
Honduran RC leaders now more outspoken ----9----=------=- 99 >= 1 POY Se 
Cardenal, Schlaefer reflect on situation in Nicaragua ---------------=-- DO sgided 
Chile church-government dispute -- eee 2-33 —— == Us7—78 
Army said to disrupt church activities in north Namibia --------------- 04. 04 
Church & state in the CSSR --—--~-----—-<---—<=----——<<<==<< <== 04. 16 
The church in El Salvador -q--- eee en rr rr rn 04. 18 
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CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS (continued) 


Pope criticized by Czechoslovak Communists ------------<-----<-<--=-----=-— 
Hungarian pacifist priest's suspension endorsed ----------------------- 
Christian base communities playing role in El Salvador ---------------- 
SR Tis ese cae MUR wre 2: 8 gaan mbm men ae na Se oa ro om ee ram ee eee co ar ag a cn a 
Roeean) Screenings -oromnt  proles (tS errno 
Message from Nicaraguan 'grassroots! ------—-3-- enn 
SAND eget pe eras tek Or Ed a a a ra a ag as rae es al a Se ane 
Pa SCRE Epa Gof Meret ei Eelel ebm) ORC Wel - 2 bi ofp 16 Ob 90 Baw oncrtmarntcerer eat erence ce as bara mince ara c'ry wale sat aN En) TR UTE MD 
Jamaica: church repsvoppose casinoyeanb ling ~<a 
Church=state relations in Vietnam —-----—---9———-- 
OTS Eg ba EME Bee pry pe be ESC Pn E01: 9 eenecame pcre oS agemmageeeeretsinre gay ornare amar ae gral 
Bishops' letter brings reaction in Nicaragua ----------------~---------- 
BECest seocecourcty peop le. 1ni650C00). >. 
Retver Girth @ontrompolicyi attacked) ~s nee ererer— 
NR et ATs wa Ei REC IE eer rt rat tet nan es eer ins ee mimesis mene 
GUneenuLem president. refiects’ on life there -————————-———— 
Mediation offer reported rejected in El Salvador ---------------------- 
Danish government cuts church travel budget --------------------------—— 
Petwections on the: ChurehuinuNicarasus }--——--= eee 
eioemee bees rchere ba ter 2h 0 rs 1 0 rn 
Religion and government debated in US election ------- reer nnn 
Liurncuugepatces clergy role in SA government ~~ en err See ee 
AEG OT ee) Coe pnt CLEP & be fo) agit ate DBP: W 66 WCE: V6 Ulgptemmes appear ere em Py eae wR eT 
SA Congregationalists ask three ministers to resign ------------------- 
Proposal for Kenyan church aid to Scotland in trouble ----------------- 
Vatican, Nicaragua reps exchange views Seem oweiaiiesen 
Romanian Baptists discuss church demolition order --------------------- 
Ugandan president warns church on ‘false reports! --------------------- 
irish) church-state «debate: scen ‘1ooning OOO 
GDR: synod speaks on travel, peace ---------—---------------------------- 
Madagascar church committee meet 6. cern nnn 
Kenya government halts church registrations --------------------------— 
Canterbury criticizes government on miners' strike -------------------- 
Methodists appeal on housing aid -------------------------------------- 
Japan NCC acts on fingerprinting, shrine, leadership ------------------ 
Church reps react on civil rights defeat -—---—~---------—---—-—-------—--——- 
Polish bishops see amnesty as “step in right direction" ----~----------- 
Mozambique asks church to take back hospital --------------------—-----— 
Sscottash bishops speak on miners’ strike ---------——----------------"-— 
Hendrickse deleted from ministerial role -—-----—----——---——----—--—--—--—-- 
Zambians minister hails: church-staterelations* —----—————-------—----—- 
Soviets warn) om weld 21 on a 
eas aaa eas R LS Gh OS TLER I est eget ia lr a rn 
Hong wor cnurchitel ceatiom visiteschine, 
ge Te aes Cs ae ahr anaemia 
Kenyan president, bishop voice concern about church splinters --------- 
General church agreement seen with US government on Mid-East policies 

Pripuaytzemew church cole seer possible eee eee 
eat ee yas RN INS a nt ring eet erence eer neaeernremninmneeyeneniereniues intensities 
Religiousiright.wantsukeynUS governnent”jobs*~——--—---————-—----—---—---——- 
County council members urge archbishop to resign -----33-33-3 333 
barherans. praise Argentine democracy mmr Tia et Oe en: 
ROSE TO Re dd came meee mene RENE gS SE Ye a a ye ET a 


= hOe— 
CHURCH UNION 


ARGCIG: cCALSCHT Sa ee eee ra ae ar a 
Lutheran/RC* dialogue” in India’ ——--————-—————— 
Caution” urged on UCC/Disciples *relationships*—-—---—_--=----————_-_-= = 
Black, white SA Lutherans declare ‘intent to unite! -------<------<------ 
Church anity proposal fal la) sr ee 
Reformed/Anglican dialogue recommends ministry changes ~-------<-<------- 
Pope, Orthodox patriarch OK some shared sacraments -----------------—--- 
Canadian DWENGLan GAL ON SPO OV CO mcr re ee er eee ee ee ee 
Anglican-Lutheran Society publishes veystet cer: —----——-=--——— 
Church union surveyed ;~ “strong contrasts seen) a eee 
Endian).church amions proposed: ———-—-—— —— 
Trends \i0 (CHULECH "UM LOU VOR LIS rr er cr rae ae 
Church: inion in \ind la) ee 
Plenary resurrects ciittch wmion ettorte- ne 


COMMUNICATION 


Anglican team in’ World Council: Visi Cn eee nr 
WACO (Central Commi (leenmes sage er 
WACG meetingvin Brazier ee ee 
Christian communicators form African fellowship =-————-——————————————- 
Journalists: urged Cosve: propiets 
USA Presbyterians adopt staff reporting guidelines -------------------- 
NWICO — “TS sues Gt Ore ICNUCCI) Ceive Ce ee 
Zimbabwe" council sets/up toni tteés eee 


COMMUNITIES “ 
Pave NeStlig tase ee 
"Community of communities’ meets, discusses, shares ------------------- 


Lapin Americas DaseP Commun LEN SP Se MC eC Ca ee 


CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES (CEC) 


CECHtorstidy sehr Sopot a oe ae a ec. 
Meditervanedit Consult at ToOnUpropn Be C9 re ee ee 
Muslim-Christian relations on European meeting agenda --~-----~--------- 
SEG future’ plans SS ee ee 
CONGO 

Bishops. appeals Mim Angola, $.Cony 0M ere tr ee 
CONVERSION 

Wi tondocCor.cOonvers Longs se es ce 
Texts>which speak) torchristians £10 ae 
CUBA 

Regional Reformed meeting speaks on Cuba, Lutheran relationships -----~- 
Cubam church=state Talations evolving: ---— ee 
Rewmentcall youth meer -onar lights «of pep le  e ——— 
Final declaration of interregional youth meeting ------------39--------- 


Centenary of Protestant work in Cuba narked) -—————————— 
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ay 8, ee 
CULTURE & SOCIETY 


Ar ODbiehion WARNE RON: dT, A SWC i men cr rr er nn 
fo EEA SIPS gr FEES URE PE a as OR ee ee en arn ena one ea eae ree 
Pear peta SL ORY 68 DDC 8 iy recreate 
Peer ee CON BIDLE ACTON: JOTh CINE tM aa a aa rar rrr ree waren ome een momen 
RT Ege ore re st MET Tk RE ST TAN ROT UR ae Te ae eer ter ae er ae ee 
Church reps take up various issues in Britain, Ireland --------------—-—- 
ce ee eee Te ry ocF FRAN bBo? TEE2°F RR CT TM eee ae entre teen wom ene ea a 
octet FOR. (POURS .ANd. Ee. eC UCC. Ath Li 5G etre rere rors mmm 
ey RST emg TSE oF Es PM SMO 0 repertory EP Wo Pare [aan Sansa 
TEE AUE GE UA N CWE AIT Na am a 
Socials saues.0n American .LUtNeLaN AS CNG 8 emer nnn 
AE eT eR i et se or nT aie aa Try Pot eR WRMPCETRUE TT BF aoe Ey RC crac ar aeeereerteemeeenemenser 
Soureh wsoo.a liservices.in..the.Middle,.East. cme eters ee 
BUSNGps spud t ten LELter edn joOU EL ce Fy Ci) rem errr errr rn or amen 
World”Council }of .\Churches receives gift totem, pole qe twtr r rn nnn nnn 
RR Skt OTN nad ee 
Bopeanroresident <4 ,lapanese, jemperor..cces eee eee 
Christian world communion executives meet, discuss ---- - 3-3-3 ——- === — 
Kenyan president, bishop voice concern about church splinters --------- 
Witness & Evangelism in securalized societies ---------------—---------- 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


B2eehos Lovak yori ticl Sm pre ar 
re ark 0) I SS ra mr a sn a a ee 
SlGvakask¢ sabisnops ie \No-to.nuclear..deploynent..—----—-——— 
Gnunctsarstatecin nthe oCSSR per eee 
Popésctiticized »by«Gzechoslovak..Comnunists..--s9t ee 
Ecumenical Council expanded in Czechoslovakia ------------------------— 
Beeenrchurcnerteure.dies 2-5 s+ SS...) hn 


DEFENCE & DISARMAMENT 

Peet teeemarks, Start not i Stockho Lm 0.2 LK src rner rere wonnn 
oe eT ii re em TS NGUREE SEIT TRE SOT LS TO ee one eee ee 
Methodist bishops denounce nuclear build-up --w- mre rrr rr rrr 
Beene ro C4G  GArmament CONT GL ONCG yn ne Bone 


DENMARK 


Sermon prompts Danish church-state brouhaha ~~~ wre rrr nnn 


RT) Re Ae ence a 
Danish government, bishops in agreement on sermon case --7—~--~~~-~~~--~~— 
Bishops. in brouhahas in England, Denmark, Kenya. -errt teste setts 
PEDGSVUGDAEe BSAC COLE OL LWUA AS COUL Sb rrr aera penne 
MUUTULOCRICEOMGCTCCEHINING CURL) (errr en a 


Danish government cuts church travel budget -mrr mmr ere rn nnn 
Danes suggest more practical training for pastors --------------------— 
Braetveloggicadasarmamenticonterence roesentr rs eee ee 
PAG URS DML DAE UG Y ett OE Wa YB see er re an 


= re 


DIAKONIA 

Varieties of diakonia ------------=-3---=------ = = = = = = = - = 
The diaconal task of the churches today ------------------------------- 
Hungarian conference on human responsibility ----------<---------------- 
El Salvador church said “authoritative critic” ~-----=-----<<--<----—=--== 
Muslim-Christian dialogue world-wide --—--------<<==-<==-<<==<<-=-=-=-=-=== 
Nicaraguan bishops for peace ---—=999 2 9922223 
Jesus and Jewish-Christian dialogue ----------------------------------- 
Israel and dialogue --------------<-------------------- -- -------------- 
Various ecumenical dialogues continue --------------------------------- 
Indian RC-Lutheran dialogue issues six-point statement ---------------- 
ECONOMICS 

Jamaica churches warn of possible 'social unrest! --------------------- 
US RC bishops discuss aid, economic policies ----------------------—---- 
ECUADOR 

Bishops on elections --------- 999 a 
World Vision in Ecuador faulted --------—------------------------------- 
Latin American base community reps meet ---------------------=--------=- 


ECUMENICAL COALITION ON THIRD WORLD TOURISM 
Alternative tourism workshop announced ---------------<-=--- == === == = -— 
ECUMENISM 


Ecumenical leaders Mackie, Smith dead ---------------—----------------—— 
Catholic/Orthodox meeting --e—--- en 
Netherlands big-cities council —-------------99 99-9 = 
UK ecumenism --9—--—- 9-9-2 wn rn a a 
Ecumenism in Scotland -------9—-- 9a 2 er ee 
Ecumenism in Belgium -------------------== === 2 
Message of the Polish Ecumenical Council ------------------------------ 
YMCA & ecumenism in Latin America ------------------------------------- 
RC-Reformed dialogue --- eee n-ne rn 
Ecumenical challenges to the Church -----------------=-------=-----=----=- 
Ecumenism & worship - local & international --------------------------- 
"Post denominational’ Chinese catechism out --------------------------- 
Letter from New Zealand ------------=------------------------=---------- 
Hungarian mission for drifters ---------------------------------------- 
Double membership said “premature” -------------------=---====----------- 
Lutheran-RC dialogue completed; ‘facing unity' report expected -------- 
British church council outlines possible ecumenical initiatives ------- 
Regional Reformed meeting speaks on Cuba, Lutheran relationships ------ 
"Full fellowship' urged for Lutherans, Methodists --------------------— 
Christians in Lebanon mmr 
New US Anglican/Roman Catholic document --------------=-----=----------— 
Ecumenism on US Baptist agenda -------------------=-------- == -- === === === 
6 main points emerge during GDR church meeting on rights -------------- 
MECC tourism co-ordinator ------------- 
Ulster bigotry --------------~--------- --- ne 
United Methodist bishops establish ecumenism group ~------------------- 
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ECUMENISM (continued) 


Anféminiatenerspectivesonl écumenismess=—petrines Test eS re Pee 05. 40 
Churckh@ssartee Connpesc 6 ee er Se eee 06. 69 
Juvenaly predicts continued US-USSR church co-operation —-------------- 06. 73 
New Canadian ecumenical association seen doomed ------—----------------- 06. 86 
Serbian Orthodox building new theological faculty ------------------~--- 06. 89 
BUCAseGLer Gobthedpaps lay i eit Wib2 line seer ert 06. 92 
Tneénuapatl wisit ispecumenical expectationsir-—ii eee 06.108 
Pope John Paul II visits World Council of Churches -------------------- 06.111 
ReGevatheanae 1Oint sta tenant er esa ees 06. Tid 
RddressubyePopesJobn Panlelily WCCoe22. June) 984y er 06.113 
Address by General Secretary Philip Potter, WCC, 12 June 1984 --------- 06.114 
"Gospel & culture’ is theme of ecumenical consultation ---------------- 06.121 
Pe@.nope aa heathen C Crete reese OU re ee ee 06.127 
mnewnope fat Pine (WCCuerecclestaliimplicationsysr-rrcs eee 06.128 
mnennopesarvthes¥CGr-ia cupsoliteacfor Jesustesss eee 06.129 
Tien pe lat tne WCC — ae lone posads essere “pets eres gee eee 06.130 
BeampocleLconsiders ecumeni 60 men res ee ee 07. 16 
scotland church leaders in ecumenical meeting. --sce-resccr rts 07. 18 
Ecumenical Council expanded in Czechoslovakia --------- rere ren == 073426 
Roman Catholic-Eastern Orthodox statement being reworked -------------- 07. 33 
Top Vatican ecumenist speaks to Lutherans ~w ree err rr errr rrr nnn 07. 83 
SEVAMscWGC; CLALorepsymeectiionicotoperatione=sss rom ratti ste sr tte 07. 84 
WCC adopts ‘learning for ecumenical participation’ -------------------- O7...96 
Beceeniem’s health in Canada discussed —--—--—--—--———_—_-—-_--—-—_—-——-_ . 09 7208 
EER EV ES leh eS Me lace oO Lg aa asad ara oman a cana O09 feitt 
CNI evaluating itself --mem amen nn nnn nnn 009. 13 
Ex priests, nuns propose “Ecumenical Catholic Diocese" ---------------- 09. 30 
ESL 2 sr Boss eh 0 T oT ol 1 rete esi nh erst cc sadness er ements = = 09. 40 
Anglican/Orthodox group reports on eight years ------------------------ 09. 41 
Singapore church council considers its role, task --------------------- 09. 64 
Finnish Lutherans, Free Church establish link ------------------------—— 09. 73 
avaes eRCAbishopsson-church (unity 09. 78 
Groups advise against RC bishop for Ziirich --------------~------------—- 09. 79 
Seer erenceoin Nether land 6 Gnesi 09. 86 
Orthodox patriarchsprotests,RCw proselytisn eee LO. IES 
Us United Protestant, congregationss--———- een nn eee 10. 18 
Baumenicatenibie inowJapanese¢due next syear-<------ OO 105° 22 
Ecumenical service in Trent concludes European encounter -------------- POLS SZ 
Pope meetanCanadiantecunenicalieaders<-————————-——————- 2G 43z 
Britisuec reenchurches tured storcre-focual 2032156 
US black church leaders urged to have new vision ----------333-~=-----— 20g PS 
Polignesoviet church commission formed. ase re 10. 78 
Polish ecumenical relations saidiimprovinge————erserss css ee oe or lll 
Brack British church leaders meet. Canterbury, pss rrer tts ro ld7323 
33rd session of ecumenical graduate school opens -~--e333n rrr LTRs. 2F 
Ecumenical agency in Nicaragua makes appeal -------------------—----—---—- 1756 
German ecumenical peace assembly calls for “ecumenism from below" ----- 12463 
Ecumenism, refugees on agenda of Swiss synod -----------3--- = Pee 
Spanish denominations weigh baptism recognition --------3---- en BIRL4F 
peaearecuneniealsleiondec Asia= eee 12.) 32 
peace sangusuericerinivort has brAsia iS OO 12. 54 
ere Ce ee LL CL LOTR | COTE UTI | meee erence 12. 60 
Polish Ecumenical Council comments on US church dispute --------------— 1253 


Centenary of Protestant work in Cuba narked -——---——-——-———-————"-—- 22°69 


=i, = 
EDUCATION 


Rolévof -development-educat fontéxpl0 ed 5 === Sere 
Malta school s+disputerar—Ssg--47- oe Papiamento os eae pet ae pny tem ea 
Interfaith management for some church schools asked w---------=-=<---=-= 
Tension in 4 European nations on education-religion issues ------------ 
Mal tdkschooleproppsa le ese ers mare ce ee ee ere 
Ecumenicad-schooteiiyNort erie! 2el did we en 
the plranian:churchwvande the felymiceauthoritie sere sen 
Kenya's -schools#not~church=riit"=—=---~++ == Se 
US) NCC; onsreiéigion ings tpt eg runs Clo 1 Gene er ee en ers 
Theology»teacherasmeet tinvPakis tan ‘and “india tees sen 
Urban} ninistryeducatt onmchang esis kis i 
NCCEMvarnseon iam sl yop ba itil 1s ee rem a eh 
Mall tay withholdewchurchvacnOul SLUGS 
USUNCC, rebukespReagan on praye tlt eta ee 
LeinansTheologicainColtege” getsrt ert tele tame ee 
Revised Erench-schoolpians*unvel let 
Schools ciose™in* Malta church-state GS te eae 
Penyau seminar ywmekes rapped. ke ee a ee a 
ME. LEAQschoolsyrowsc Ont SSSR ee ee ee ee 
Balratgchirch-schoobereopensl lee er ee eee ee nes 
Zimbabwe council sets up committees ern 
sheolocysteachersevars ler Cline ee eee 


EGYPT 
World Reformed group speaks on Taiwan, visits Shenouda —---------------- 
EL SALVADOR 


Romero's successor asks stepped-up investigation -—---3-33- 33 r rrr 
Salvador -bishops lester (ee er ee 
Bishops reflect on elections in El Salvador and Nicaragua ------------- 
El Salvadorvchurchveatd“authoritativesss( tic 
Thee Church singe PpS ak vad 6 ete acer se esac seen me src eee ae ae cr mer ae 
Christian base communities playing role in El Salvador ------------—--—- 
Mediation offer reported rejected in El Salvador -e---3- 93 en---—— 


ETHIOPIA 


Ethiopian-releases; (cancel larl ont ese ee ee 
Refugee repatriationy—1p jirboutl tol taitpia 
Ethiopian-Lutheran*’fund appeal 
WCCi mes sage-to*Worid Food + Conn Ce i eee a 
ChirchLairtifcsiforpethiopia beg intilag ie a ees Ae ee 
World Council of Churches sends team to visit Ethiopia -------------- a ¢ 


EUCHARIST 


Children's communion said well received in Finland ---------~----------- 
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EVANGELISM 


Christ@inipomticesevangelicalisociaty eessssse“ensgas ase te ttre 
EVanpelienvtolChtgst ll Wisscerseeecaseantresim niles oo ote ee 
Bvense.ien io Ching. Cl Umsssmossscssesseseenes ThSON OCS Disy Ste ee 
Roreevcist interuatiogal dialoguessstner-wieesitie oie ter ee 
enG@smible tor Christians in Ching gee wneees- arte ST Iee Lente te cee ae 
NOE soO-Wece. bible dtaetri out ion on ee eke ae ee 
ewitelitecqiestionseto today's “Church i—=—sss—ssa rr teen 
Be Cecencimnhse Ona S165 8 ~ Sen 58 Ss OG i ee at tie eee 
PeBUaMUCeENs 1 Pit SHS SS —~ES SSG an Cr ee ST SET enn 
Lata bbéantevangelismiconsrtegs® planned =<—94-se se 
Lasting effects of evangelism campaign reported ----------------------- 
US black church leaders told they fail to teach the gospel ------------ 
World evangelism committee announces meeting - -r---9 een 
Mormons in*Pacificoworryitg Methodist s*<<<<<<<<<~<sss.senssnnasesnnens= 
Witness & evangelism in securalized societies ------------------------— 


EVANGELICAL 


Church synod debates Barmen, South Africa, asylum seekers ------------- 
Peenchthutherans, oSwissiRkeformedimeect .s-e-—n Se ea eee 
Mer ioue ecumenical dialogues continue. .--saases ere ee 
peouemurveys.Cermanuchurch membershi pmo sree ernie ie ee ee 


FAITH 
Faith, science, future considered in Australia --------3--3----~---—-~----— 
FAMILY LIFE 


Divorce proposals bring Irish church reactions —------------------~--—— 
Bumere.ave procedures rethought 46 SI en en 
English Anglicans act on divorce, not’ on missiles -----------------—---- 
meneeoeet smi ty reducat (on tase 345-3 rr rrr es 
Presbyterian group takes new approach to family ---------—-<-- 3 ------— 
English Anglican marriage reforms seem dead wr rrr rr rr rr rn rrr rrr 
Kenyan bishops condemn free birth control operations -------------=----~ 
Living together: consultation looks at causes, implications ---------- 


aivenwercounerl 16éts up. committéess=—<—=———Svasin noo. no edoneen mt 
fami lyepienning ©in. Redyatproupts debate enn anes essere  teecae 
Lutheran bishops consider issue of divorced clergy --w3-r ere re nH -- = 
Ueeletueasscesenani nei antlvcl 1 fase isis i Tonto Dee 
FIJI 
Recs. 1e OWORENUOT Od ined Betas Sosa ee eS TTS) bon Cline Ol en 
Q 
FILMS 


Pyaet .remptationso£ Chridt’ imovie (protested se ssttese ss ee 
Seed en eenutchssViceer 6qle 8 Sse ee eS aan Lee Ste 
Marxist Hungary premiers film on believers there -------3-e339---------— 
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FINANCIAL MATTERS 


US \religtous* groups “atrcompany meetings *<-s ee Se eae 
"Budget crunch’ affects Lutheran missionaries --------<-------9-=-=-=--== 
Dutch ministers paid” too nich? = oe 
Financial support for Dutch military chaplaincy ~--------—------<-=--—== 
US church council considering major organizational changes een een ere 
WCC budget, building expansion approved ---------------—--——----—-—=---—— 
Christian*self=reliante in ATMita: aS 
Zambian minister hails church=state relations -—------—--—-——----——-—-—- 
Kyodan moderator outlines issues in assembly report ------------------- 
World Reformed Alliance appeals for its survival ---------------------- 
Charch of "Sweden budget’ Cin = 
NZ Baptists*discuss’ shortfall -----——-——---——--__———____———_——— = 
FINLAND 

Confess Tomrint Fintand Scie re en ern ee 
Church: & labours int Rin lendhe se eee 
Archbishop) warns on? Pilrst 2 Se Cia ener eee eee 
Baptism *anissie ine ier talks eee 
Finnishesynod* noon wonen's” ordination ———— 
Ghurch’ and*stetesiart ints Te 
Pioneer 1neSiniisif Suurch journalism dies —— 
Reactions to Finnish Lutheran voter on Women gee 
Finnish church peace committee criticizes LWF book ---------<----------— 
Finnish Lutherans, Free Church establish link —-——--—--—--——-——--——-—----—- 
Finnish defence minister rejects one percent proposal -----<-<--—-------—— 
Lasting effects of evangelism campaign reported ~----------------------- 
Finnish bishops publish letter on sexual ethics ---------------------=-- 
Children's communion said well received in Finland ------------------—- 
Pinnish Church Gu0rercauvlous , (Vast Ol 6 
BLonash churchsrgeeilanine 216 eS ee 
FOOD/HUNGER 

The world*food sittin ee 
Svedish bishops [480 
NESELE  DOYCOCE TOLL > Se ea ce ee en ae ee ne as 
Bulvarian “bishops on <G0d, Nicalagua an 
US$ 100 M appeal launched to combat hunger in Africa ------------------ 
Recommendations’ on hunger. in Alc ica 
Thesehurch and nonger InvAL tice cst 
Appeal ‘chairman calls for ‘charity with justice —-—---—-—-——-—--—---—-—- 
FOOQVEGD TAL Lea SS 
Hiniger oin:Afti casa 
WCC message “té "World *Food *Coitic Liste 
Seventh-day Adventists: heal (hier i 
PNG denomination begins cocoa-planting ventute —--<<--------—---—---~~—— 
Finnish defence minister rejects one percent proposal ~-~-=-2-——-<——--——— 
French“bishops'appeal on hunge Fee er ee 
Nestle’ boycott ended; others to be pressured ————————————— 
GHurdly airlift for EtuiOpaia ‘Oey Lia lie cc 
Scots church leaders ‘ask'.famine commis si On) 
Fianish. church ‘wreges tame 0 ee ee 
World: Food Assembly urges. policy ‘changes: <<>> --2 


World Council of Churches sends team to visit Ethiopia ---------------- 


ae 
FOREIGNERS 


Portugal refuses residence to archbishop —----------------------------~- 
British church council urges amnesty for foreigners ------------------- 


FRANCE 


Taizé meeting --------------------------------------------------------- 
French nuclear protest ---------------------------------- -------------- 
Ecumenical challenges to the church ----------------------------------- 
Tension in 4 European nations on education-religion issues ------------ 
Leaders make inter-faith appeal on pluralism, racism in France -------- 
European responses to “sects” ----------------------------------------- 
World YWCA group makes 1985 plans ---------------------~---------------- 
'Serve in hope' is Mennonites' theme ---------------------------------- 
Revised French school plans unveiled ---------------------------------- 
French bishops appeal on hunger --------------------------------------- 
Nantes revocation to be marked -------------------=-------- -- ----------- 
French & Swiss Reformed consider ministry issues --------~-------------- 
Church committee on European migrants marks two decades --------------- 
French Lutherans, Swiss Reformed meet ----------------------------—----- 
Consultation explores issues in spirituality -------------------------- 


GENETIC ENGINEERING 

Advice on genetic engineering sought ---------------------------------- 
GENOCIDE 

Genocide ------------- -- - = $$ - - - - - - - - - - - - - = - = - = 
GERMANY (FRG & GDR) 


GDR arrests ------------------ - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - 
Increase in GDR theological studies reported -------------------------— 
How far is Bethlehem -------------------------------------------------- 
Problems of asylum-seekers at airports on churches' agenda —----------- 
Martin Niemdller dead at 92; Nazi opponent, church leader ------------ 
EKD leader writes pope ~------------------------------------------------ 
RC/Baptist international dialogue ------------------------------------- 
FRG church debates anti-racism grantS ----—--9e enn 
European responses to "SectS" ---—- n-ne rn nn 
DDR church peace-group convictions -----—------ 
6 main points emerge during GDR church meeting on rights -------------—- 
"Alternative Catholic" leader leaves ---------------------------------- 
Food for Africa ------------------------ - -- - - --- - -- - - -- - - 
50 years ago Germans issued Barmen Declaration ---------------------—-- 
Churches agree on peace —---——-- nn nn 
Church and peace in the GDR - history --------------------------------- 
Church and peace in the GDR - present -----~--- 3-9 
GDR bishop suggests “gradual commitment” for unbaptized ------------—-- 
FRG Reformed Alliance 100 --------------------------------------------- 
GDR church president reflects on life there --------------------------- 
Baptists nominate president, act on rights, torture, women ------------ 
European Baptists condemn torture ------------------------------------- 
German Baptist "Declaration of Guilt' --------------------------------- 
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GERMANY (FRG & GDR) (continued) 


Luther bust arrives at WCC -----------------------=--------------------- 
FRG Lutheran bishops urge RC eucharistic hospitality ------------------ 
EKD membership losses qe 29 errr nn rr rrr rrr rrr 
GDR Lutherans split ---- ese eee e en rr rr rs ee re 
GDR synod speaks on travel,,.peace ——----———-—___________-—----——- 
World evangelism committee announces meeting ------------=--—------------ 
Orthodox consider mission challenges ---------------------------------- 
Sanctuary in the FRG 9-99-9999 nr nn 
Urban parish role in socialism considered --------------------------=--- 
German ecumenical peace assembly calls for “ecumenism from below” ---—-- 
Dietzfelbinger dies ---------- 
Church synod debates Barmen, South Africa, asylum seekers ---------~---- 
EKD surveys German church membership ---------------------------------- 
International Christian youth exchange holds general assembly --------- 
GDR church announces plans for composers' anniversaries --------------- 


GHANA 


Christ in politics evangelical society --------------------=------------ 
Towards national reconstruction in Ghana ----<-----=---=------------------ 
Ghana leader on religion -------------------------- +--+ === === === === == === 
Symposium reviews rights in Ghana ---------------------------=------ === 


GREECE 

Role of development education explored -----------~-------------------— 
Church radio in Greece ---3----- 9 enn 
Faith & Order plans its work for the 80s ------------------------------ 
Roman Catholic-Eastern Orthodox statement being re-worked ------------- 
Various ecumenical dialogues continue --------------99 939 


GRENADA 


Quakers on Grenada —--—-—- n-ne rrr n= 
Grenada repercussions --------------------- -- = - 


GUATEMALA 

Guatemala religious repression cited -------<------------<------=--------- 
GUINEA 

RC support in Guinea eee sn ee 
GUYANA 


Committee formed to defend Guyana church newspaper ----------3 333 -----— 
Caribbean Conference of Churches consults on regional issues ---------- 


HAITI 


Haitian, Peruvian, Canadian RC letters -------------------------------- 
New activism seen in Haiti RC church ---------------------------------- 
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HEALTH 

Vousoesihes bth C=snote uthan, medica ltneee—newe— nnn eer 09. 63 
Health shazards icited for (Swedishuclergyi-s—-sers— rene 109c92 
Bsnests sof shea) t hig epee ers he ea er enn BBers5Z 
Anti~alcohol :drive (in Sweden -~-2--9 nnn 12. 86 
HOMOSEXUALITY 

TeeOGe ti from pl CCC rr eee eee 06. 64 
United Church of Canada: 'not a one-issue church' -------------------- 09.:.27 
Church blamed for US court decision against gay rights ---------------- 09.929 
Methodist court rules on gay clergy, inclusive language --------------- M236 
HONDURAS 

Honduran tRC» leaders, now more sout spoken jan ee eee OS4 IH5 
HONG KONG 

‘Last Temptation «of (Christ imovie «protested (-—----------—--------------- DSYA76 
Hasgatonzichurchito renaineindependent +-—-----—-----——------- 05. 07 
Catholics in Hong Kong seek post-1997 assurances ---------------------— 06. 47 
Church leader dead +-~----- <a enn 06.59 
Peacener shinsand sindenendénce (1-3 en ee 06. 66 
Hong Kong Protestant manifesto on religious freedom -----------------~-— 09. 62 
RomaneCatholic bishops tvisit sChinaserersrsrr ree ene 10. 39 
Bougarnonsichurch idélecationivieire.»Chinassernse-rr rrr err 10.120 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

Tnauesnumen rights violations, said. unsere crar eres ee ee eee O2sa71 
Former church council staff person arrested -----------------—---------— 03. 04 
Jspnamebian shishops appeal son iprisonerserser ss se 03. 68 
Honduran RC leaders now more outspoken -wr errr re rr rrr rrr rrr rrr rn OSd085 
Pens PaneiT OCES Ted Fr se TR eee oe 04. 06 
Argentine Protestants increase advocacy role ---------------~----------- 04. 07 
Don tepe ro nenesce-sroGp. CONVICL1ONS, =a eerste etre i eee 04. 33 
6 main points emerge during GDR church meeting on rights -------------- 04. 60 
CUALsreacts fragainst mining of: Nicaraguan<«ports, -<=-----——————-—-"————-"—— Cae, 05 
Churches (concerned (-—»pone «in «four <a refugee (¢---- 06251 
World Council ‘official isends noteure Sakharov. ---~-—~--~-~~-~-—--- ~~ — 06. 76 
Africa church conference creates human rights group ------------------- 07. Ol 
Argentine RC bishops defend human rights record ---rr renner Ore ws 
US religious leaders in Chile appeal ee pet— sn a OAxn20 
Bee cy earooeenLenurchareps meet on rights, --——--—-—---————-—-—-—---—-—----—- 07. 40 
Torture victims receiving help weasel 42 
AACCchumanerishestcomnissionsnéets +--+ --—------- Pi. 45 
Diamissaliofitcases asked iin Philippiness-ser eres ee 07,51 
South African detentions protested by church reps --------------------—- 09. O1 
RmuCa.umereyvtevaariohits fin Ghana. ———--—..--———- ———— —— 09.5%02 
Pironesnssantists condennstorcture>---- OOO OF. 03 
Téivantchurch leader «- freed nn ane 09. 04 
WOGeLatin America -humanerights.officer. honoured. sas 09. 69 
The church and human rightS --—-3—-———9— nnn i100. 30 
Pastor,;harassed, sattacked jin (Korea. mene 10. 45 
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HUMAN RIGHTS (continued) 


Canaddian~church*group “appeals” on” Latin’ Anetica’————-—--—=-=——=—-—=s5*s—s— EQ. 939 
Church leaders’ initiative on Hess ------------—-—------—---—--=-------=--- LO. col 
Armenian archbishop appeals on behalf of jailed priest ---------------- PO. S20 
Ecumenical youth meet on rights of people ~------------<-- 9 2 = 10.103 
Central European church reps consider human rights -------------------- 10.106 
Pre-election letter from Argentina to US Christians --------<-<<-<<<-<---- £0 e421 
the Philippinevoppostelen (43 20.223 
Final declaration of interregional youth meeting -----------=----------=- EZ. 124 
Hungarian pastor’ s*suspension- cided ee DL. wore 
Uruguay >mnew church *role“seen peas ible *—--——~ ee LL, VO 
Church delegation reports on 5-day Nicaragua visit -------------------- ab, oD 
Ecumenical agency in Nicaragua makes appeal --------------------------- ll. 56 
WCC ‘message ton Chiletsizuation——- ee dL 43 
Namibian ‘Lutherans tprotest'‘*cons¢cription —-——- ee 2. 9E3 
Albania *criticized by Aniesty International De. 943 
Namibian church leaders warn on conscription, civil war --------------- ab sees yh 
Refiections on the Nobel Peace Prize ————-—-——--— <== ee 12.—53 
HUNGARY 

Hungarian=cheurch/stateelat ioe 01. 53 
Hungarian church dispute =—-————--——-—-—__-_-——___- + O02. “20 
Norwegians*respond’ to triticism on hungary —————— Ua te 
Hungarian conference on human responsibility -------------------------- 03. 58 
Hungarian Inter-Church Peace Committee established -------------=------— yap 
Hungarian mission for drifters ------——---——-—--——---------—--------—-=—-- 03. 84 
Hungarian pacifist priest's suspension endorsed ----------------------— 04. 42 
Marxist Hungary premiers film on believers there ---------------------- 04.-.-53 
Hingarian’Baptistipastor thonour edie 2 O34 sere 
Hungarian bishop to head Lutheran World Federation ----------------~---— 08. 03 
buthérans*discuss ecinenital {scsics: = 08. 05 
Lutheran assembly sends message, okays proposals ~~-----------=--------— 08. 11 
Latheransact*on-unity; BEM, Ccumenlem, woreusD) ——— ee 87 pgp 8 
Theology of peace” seminar” convened —=—=-———————————_-—-—— = ———— “09. 23 
Hungarian pastor suspended; Norwegian bishop in appeal ---------------- 10. 41 
Jésus 'and~Jewish-Christtan “dialogue =-————-——=—-—— = ++ = 10. 6/ 
Hingarian pastor" S"sus pene son “Cn 6 0 ty oped oY 3 


HUNGER (see FOOD/HUNGER) 
ICELAND 
Church emergencies officers warn of 'disparity' dangers --------------- 04. O1 


IFOR (INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION) 


IFOR & CPC on‘ overconing enmity” ———--——-————-—-— === === == — Use Mal 
INDIA 

CNI Syn0d sn rrr = sage) RARE 
Lutheran/RC dialogue in India ----------------------------------------- 02. 19 
Itididn Lutheran’ peate; anity reer U2 ad 
Gal l.(£or simplicity; inculcate in cee 
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INDIA (continued) 


Newsweekly on Christianity ------------------~--------~---~--~~----~---__ 
Denominationalism in Britain: an Indian view -----------~---~~--.... 
Christian magazine stopped ------------~------------~-~----~~~~-~~-~---~~_ 
Causes of death situation in India -------------~-----~~~-~~--__________ 
Asia youth assembly ----------------—-----~------------~~-~-~----~~--__ 
Christ's unitive presence in India --------------~--~~----~~--_________ 
Church aid for Tamils fleeing Sri Lanka --------------------~--~--_____ 
Church in India -----------~---------~--------------~--~~----~-----____- 


Theology teachers meet in Pakistan and India ---------------~~~-_______ 
eGcLlabeact foniigroups andithe*churchtin ind la «922 itn 
CNI evaluating itself ------------------—-~~-~~~~~--~-~~~~~~____________ 
Liberia, India church reps comment on situation there ---------------—— 
Indian Christian booksellers, publishers form association -------------— 
Church group speaks on several Indian issues --------------~~-~~---____ 
Christian opposition to Islamisation in Pakistan reported ------------- 
Reflections on the CSI ------------------~~-~-~-~~~~~~~~~ 
Nine-year church building dispute settled -----------~--~-------~----~~_ 
Youth assembly considers Asian issues, solidarity ---------------~~~~~- 
Indian church union proposed ------------------—--~-------~-+~~----__ 
WCC message after Indira Gandhi's assassination ---------------------~— 
Indian church reps meet on Sri Lankan refugees -----------------~-~~~ _ 
Church relief agency active in wake of Gandhi assassination ----------- 
Church union in India --------—--------~~~-~--~~~~~ ~~~ 
Christians and the caste system —--------------~~~-~~~~~-~~~-~~~-~______ 
Indian [Oriental] Orthodox open centre ----—------~-—-—--~~~~~~~....._ 
Consultation begins working on explication of apostolic faith --------- 
Indian RC-Lutheran dialogue issues six-point statement -------------~--— 


INDONESIA 


Indonesia assures PNG on refugees --—----------~-----------~-~---~-~-~~_ 
Indonesian church dismisses bishop, council --------------------~~~-___ 
Unity steps voted by Indonesian church Ye@pS -33-------- - - -- - - -- - --- - 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 


Muslim-Christian relations on European meeting agenda --------------- — 
Inter-faith management for some church schools asked ---------------~~- 
Jewish-Christian worship guidelines ------------------~~~---~~~~-~-~~~~- 
Muslim-Christian dialogue world-wide --------------~---------~-~+--_____ 
Buddhist and Christian scholars meet ----------------~----~~-~-~-~~~~__ 


INTRA-CHURCH CONFLICT 


Kyodan adopts text on discrimination ----------------~------~~-~-~-~~~-~_ 
RES constitutional revision urged ------------------~-----~-~-~--~~--~~- 
Methodists debating mission philosophies ------------------~-~~-~-~-~~~~~ 
Australian Anglicans in row on apartheid ------------------------___-_- 
Indonesian church dismisses bishop, council —-------------~--~~-~--~------~ 
GDR Lutherans split -—----------------~---~---------------~-~--~~---~~.- 
Nine-year church building dispute settled ------------------~-~~-~-~-~~~-~ 
Books, court cases cause Norwegian church debate -------------------~—~ 
Vatican cardinals reported at odds —-----------------~-----~--~-~----~~~- 


Methodist bishop in wrangle with evangelical caucus ----------------~+-~~ 


= oo = 


IRAN 

The Iranian church and the Islamic authorities ------------------------ 04. 48 
WCC letter to UN on Iran-Iraq War -----3nn nnn nn rn rn nnn 09. 20 
IRAQ 

WCC letter to UN on Iran-Iraq war --------------------------~---------==- 09. 20 
Iraq church leaders visit World Council ------------------------------- 9.422 
Traq*charpes’Lorced’ CODVELS 1 One er ree 09. 24 
IRELAND 

Trish covernnent: & church ore. Rast 01.. .91 
Divorce proposals bring Irish church reactions ---------—---——-—----—---—-—- 02. 58 
LELSNODISHODS GUL cz eC ee ec cn et en a eee re 02.104 
Ireland today mer r mmr r r rn r r nn ere nnn nnnrn 04. 85 
Church reps take up various issues in Britain, Ireland ---------------- 05 20 
Anglican/Orthodox group reports on eight years -----------=-===------—-- 09, 41 
trish. church-state debate seen looming —— = ——— 33-836 10... 38 
ISLAM 

Pakistani “leader greece: Christians — 02. 24 
Malaysian Christians’ form assembly ——--——-—--————---—-—-—=—=—=———=>+—-————__ 03.33 
Nigerian*church leaders vath 01 16120) O35. od 
ee aa a la 1h ie hannmemtae age pone me pi pa amas a 06. 63 
Christian opposition to Islamisation in Pakistan reported ------------- 10: oy 
traq* charges” forced? Convers 1008” — ee a 12. 24 
ISRAEL 

MECCetotrism* coordi itore + 8 04. 67 
Israeli* Christian council” concerns’ -——---—-———_-- + 04. 75 
Orthodox’ patriarch protests, RC “prosélytisn «—————-—-—----—-----————-———— 10. 13 
Peracivand: dialO SUC ee ear ee 
Armenian archbishop appeals on behalf of jailed priest ---------------- 10. 70 
ITALY 

Catholic/ Orthodox meeting  ——-———- = a — nr nn nnn nnn — ————— 0 5S 
New Ltalfan” CONnCOLd aC mmm mmm nn 8 a as eres oe nomen omen ammo O02 2,02 
EKG=Rerormed UlalOm uC ae 02.101 
Lutheran-RC dialogue completed; 'facing unity' report expected ------- 03. 17 
Jesuit reported dead in Chinese camp --~-----------------------------——- 03. 34 
Italy in agreement with Waldensians/Methodists ~------------9-=-<=-------- 03. 40 
Vatican=China links said “mOre DrOWMLS Le | pret nn nn ne 03.4. 24 
Vatican signs "sports manifest0” -~--—---~—— nnn —— ----———- ~— 04. 62 
Vatican reorganization ==-----------------------——--——<=<<<=<<-=——————— 04. 64 
Atheism statistics ~-----------—--—--------=-===== == = = = = ————————— 06., 8/ 
Vatican réejécts catechism --————- 06. 90 
"Gospel & culture' is theme of ecumenical consultation ---------------— O06. L2d 
US$ 110 M for African drought asked so far ---------------------------- 06.122 
Pope, Orthodox patriarch OK some shared sacraments -------------------— 07. 39 
Vatican smoveston liberation. lhetrucy..— ee 9 sit 
Vatican speaks on liberation theology, summons theologian ------------- 09. 25 
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ITALY (continued) 


Ecumenical service in Trent concludes European encounter -------------- 102292 
Church reported taking anti-Mafia stance ----------------------~~-~~~-_~~ 10. 83 
World Food Assembly urges policy changes ---------------------~-~-~~~-~~~ 122001 
Vatican relations with China, Czechoslovakia, Cuba -----------------~-- L223 
JAMAICA 

Jamaica churches warn of possible ‘social unrest' ------------------~~-~ 043251 
Jamaica church reps oppose casino gambling --------~----------~---~~~~~ 06. 85 
"Grief and joy' evident at disciples' Jamaica meeting ----------------- 07. O1 
Caribbean evangelism congress planned -------------------------~~~--~__ OS:7e31 
JAPAN 

Japan & Philippines ~------------~------------------—-~~-------------~~-~ Ol. 49 
Yasukuni shrine protest ~---------------------------~-~-~~--~----~~-~~_ 01. 50 
Japan bishops on refugees ------------------—---------~~-~-~-~----~~---- QO2.33:04 
Japanese ordination anniversary -----------------~-~------~-—~----..~~~ 02. 04 
Kyodan adopts text on discrimination ------------------~~~----—-----~~~~ 02. 83 
Support committee launched in Japan ------------------~--~~~---~~~~~~~~_ 03. 43 
Homer Jack awarded Niwano Peace Prize ----------------------~-~~~~~~—~- 03. 90 
Sunday school or school on Sunday? -----------------------------~~-----~ 05 .ta7 
Japanese petition drive on fingerprinting -------------------------~~~- O7i704 
Japan WCTU plans centre for “women's sanctuary" ---------------------—- 07,847 
Japanese Christian ventriloquists march for peace --------------------- O9send 2 
Chinese church delegation visits Japan --—--------------------------~~~_ 10. 16 
Ecumenical bible in Japanese due next year ----------------- SHoT SGUnSn 10. 21 
Japan NCC acts on fingerprinting, shrine, leedership ------------------ 1L0%%62 
Korean president & Japanese emperor ------------------------~--~-~-~-~~- 10. 66 
Kyodan moderator outlines issues in assembly report ------------------- 11. 08 
“Oppressed minority Christians” meet --------------------~-~~-~----~~~_ l27932 
Quaker on 5000 yen note --~-----------~—------~--------~--------------~ 12, 33 
Japanese microchip hymn player ----------------------------------~---~. 12. 34 
Peace and justice in north-east Asia ----------------------~-------__-- 122754 
JEWS 

Belgian Protestant message to Jews ----------------~---~--~~-~-~-----~~ 03. 86 
Christians urged to mark “holocaust remembrance day" ------------------ 04. 63 
Jesus and Jewish-Christian dialogue —---------------------~--~-~~---~~- 10. +a67 
Israel and dialogue ----------------------------------------~~--------- 10. 68 
Norwegian mission to Israel announces expansion ----------------------- 10.114 
JUSTICE (see PEACE/JUSTICE) issues 

KENYA 

Kenya urges church appointments -------------------------~-~~-~~----~~~~-~ 01. 38 
Presbyterian maisonnettes -------------------------~~-~-~-~~~---~~--~-~- oh ee | 
Prayer for Kenyan detainees --------------------~-~--~----~~~-~~~~---~~~~~~ Qi Arsh 
WCRP assembly ------------~------------~-~------------------~----------- 02. 42 
Former church council staff person arrested -----------------------~—--~~ 03. 04 
Freedom of religion ----------------—----~--—--------------------------~ 03, 38 
Witchdoctor conversion -------------—-------------~-----~-~~-~~~-~---~--~- 03, 91 
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KENYA (continued) 


Warning on viewing bodies*at?{terais eee _ £03. ae 
Building of AACC headquarters to resume ~--------—-~------—-------------— 04. TES 
Kenya council’ calis for prophetic 60 let =s93 $e 8 re me 05. 08 
Churches urged to promote African music ----------9-—-==—-===--—-=----==- 06. 48 
AETICAN Missional 1 CS mmm ee are er 
Kenya's schools not church-run ----~------—----———--—-=— 06. 55 
Peace :conferenctess- ae ee eee 06. 56 
Islanic saws a ae ee eae ener NT eS 
Africa church conference creates human rights group -----~-------------— Oda ak 
Bishops in brouhahas in England, Denmark, Kenya --------~--------------— ue Us 
Kenyan DIrtcnrconcror posite y at CAC KCC te 07. 28 
Christian, self-reliance jin. Africacen rrr O08 .. a0 
Presbyterian, warning .on jsmoking.,..drinking ———-——--—-- 08. 17 
Campus. crusade warned ess eee 08. 20 
NCCK warts on (fami ly planning eee 08. 21 
Live ‘sermons “discontinued jon Voice of Kenya -———-————-_—— 08. 22 
World conference’ on religion, peace neets ——---———-—-----—- 09. O05 
MCEPNcalit-for Seumtt +. 1 ee Cee a ae 09. 34 
Proposal for Kenyan church aid to Scotland in trouble ----------------- 10. 02 
Reng as -SCMITIATY Makes ACen re re HRS he 2 
Christian=communi¢ators form African fellowship --------———-—-—-—-————— Li 20 
Moi. suggests ‘catition) on 'clergy and politics —-——-------—----~—--——————-——— 1). 220 
Workshop warns on involuntary repatriation of Africa refugees --------- 10. 34 
Ugandan president warns church on ‘false reports! --------------------- 10. 35 
Kenya, governmefit: halts church -régistretio0s, a ee 10. 44 
Kenyan president, bishop voice concern about church splinters --------- 11. 15 
Kenyan bishops condemn free birth control operations -----9------~--~-~-— 20) ees 
County council members urge archbishop to resign ---------------------- A hee | 
famaty prannitif Li Reuya pLOmpCS Ge a te ge dea 3 
KOREA 

Atrests. in-Kores==495 = a ee ee eee 02. 32 
Koreans. freed after protes tas re 02. 87 
Statement, .on, (Korean arrests gers a ee 02.109 
Korean screenings. prompt, protest: ———————_—-————— ee 
Korean. Christianity: anniversary) y C09) ee 04. 83 
Korean Methodist ctnrennial proc lemstt0n | 3 OY dest: Ye 
Minjung theologtansd les] ra ears a ean 08. 16 
Pastot harassed; atcatked Din Kota Sa eee Oi) ae 
Potter, visiting Korea, “Ch ln nr aera 10. 51 
Korean, president |s,Japanése (éemperon se ee eee 10. 66 
Church unity. .and),power, of, <.oVe: sage a 10. 96 
Peace as ecumenical subject ~------—-------------———- = «10. 97 
World Council of Churches leader visits South Korea -w----3------------ 10.101 
Korean attorney gets World Methodist Peace Award ---—-- rere nnn === 10.117 


LATIN AMERICA 
YMCA..& ecumenism “iif Latin, America pre 02 oid 
LATIN AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (CLAI) 


New secretary general named for Latin American churches --------------- 04. 20 


CLAI reacts against mining of Nicaraguan ports -------------~---—-—--—- 05. 05 


- 25 - 


LAW 

Swiss alternative service -----~---------~-~-~-----~-~-~~~~--~--~--____ 4 despa 
English Anglicans urge immigration law reform -----------~~~-~~~~---____ 03. 09 
Swiss objection —------------~--~---~~---------—------------ us Bare vo) 
World Reformed group speaks on Taiwan, visits Shenouda -----------—---- 03. 49 
Swiss bank vote -------~---~-----------~~---~-~~-------~~------~ ~~~ 04. 72 
Comparative theologies of punishment --------------~---~~~~~-___.______ 06.116 
Japanese petition drive on fingerprinting ----------------~~----_______ OF. 714 
US Lutherans approve law/conscience text ------------------~~~-~~______ Pe. OF 
LEBANON 

Lebanese Christian leaders in call to 'save country! ------------------ Ore eL 
Lebanon appeal -----------~~--------~--------------------------- ++ 02. 43 
Lebanese church leaders appeal for peace, talks --------------~--~-~~~~- OZ Se 
Middle East church leaders appeal for Lebanon meeting ----------------- 02.120 
WCC sends Middle East, South Africa messages ----------------~~-~---_._ Do, "De 
The stakes in Lausanne -------~-----------------~~~--~-~------~--_____- 03.63 
Christians in Lebanon -----------------~-----~---~--~~~~~--~-~------____ 03. 64 
The tribes of Lebanon --------------~----~------~--~~~~-~-~--------_____- 06. 94 
Armenian leader speaks on Lebanon —------------------~-~--------~~~-~___ 09.782 
LES OTHO 

Lesotho editor fined -~---------------------------~---~~-~---~--------_ OS fe 
Arrests of church people in Lesotho -------------~---------~---________ Dlnconiss 
LIBERIA 

Liberia, India church reps comment on situation there --------------—--— 09. 24 
LITURGY 


English language liturgical consultation formed ----------------~-~~-~- 06.102 


LUTHERAN 

US Orthodox-Lutheran dialogue --------------------------~-~~---------__ Ol. 26 
LWF suspension suggested --------------~------~-----~--~--------------_ 9], 28 
Norway & Israel ----------------~---~---------------------~-~---- ~~~ ~~~ Orr-oT 
Lutherans dedicate USSR church -------------------~-----~~--~-~~-_______ Ol. 41 
Kibira 'fed up’ -------------------------------------~+~----------- + Sa oc 
World Lutheran committee sends delegation, message ------------------—_ Ol. 68 
Norway pastor on leave; another's ouster upheld ----------------~--~~~ Or. *70 
Lutheran nuns become Roman Catholic ---------------~---------~---~--____ Ol. 86 
Swedish church poster campaign --------~----------~--------~-~---~----~~- OL 87 
Norwegian church budget —--------------~----------~--~~~-----------_____ O01. 88 
Confession in Finland ----------------~~----------~---~~-~~~--~----~-~- 02. 02 
Sweden visits England ------------~------~----~-----~~~+~-~~~~~----~---___ 02. 14 
Second-career clergy -----------------~~--------~------~-~-~---------~- 02. 16 
Indian Lutheran 'peace, amity, renewal' ------------~--------~----_____ 02. 20 
Lutherans on historic episcopate -----------------~----~~~~-~-----~-----~~- 02. 21 
World Lutheran exec faults some articles on assembly --~-------------~ scrim tad =e 
Norwegians respond to criticism on Hungary —--------------------~---___ O27 127 
SA Lutheran unity seen as essential ---------------~~~-~-~~--__________ ms.) OF 
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LUTHERAN (continued) 


Auxiliary bishop for Uppsala? ------------9-9 99999999992 = = = 
Swedish church "“videoteques" --------—---<-----=-------------------=------ 
US Lutheran ministers outline some concerns ~------------==-<<<=-==---==-- 
Romanian church discourages emigration ----------------~---------=-----—- 
Lutherans back SA interracial theology programme ---------------------- 
Ethiopian Lutheran fund appeal --------------------=----=--===----=-- === 
"Budget crunch' affects Lutheran missionaries ------------------------- 
Hungarian bishop to head Lutheran World Federation -------------------- 
Lutherans discuss ecumenical issues ----------------------------------- 
Lutheran assembly sends message, okays proposals ---------------------- 
Lutherans act on unity, BEM, ecumenism, worship ----------------------- 
American Lutheran Hispanic Task Force --------------------------—------- 
White Lutherans in SA react to LWF suspension ------------------------- 
Hungarian pastor suspended; Norwegian bishop in appeal --------------- 
Norwegian Missionary Society breaks with SA congregation --------------— 
US Lutherans approve law/conscience text ------------------------------ 
Children's communion said well received in Finland -------------------- 
Namibian Lutherans affirm fellowship --------------------------------—- 
Finnish church urges famine aid ------9---9 9-33-9992 ree 
French Lutherans, Swiss Reformed meet ----------------------------—----- 
Danish church study underway ------------------------------------------ 
Lutheran bishops consider issue of divorced clergy -------------------- 
Brazil Lutherans vote bigger faculty, administrative reform ----------- 


MADAGASCAR , 
AACC human rights commission meetS --e—--—- errr 
Madagascar..church\committee meets .--————— eee 


MALAYSIA 


Malaysian Christians form assembly -—-----------------------=----=-=------ 
Asia Sunday -------9 9 er = 
Canto of progress -----—--- 9 a a nn 


MALAWI 


WCC appeal renewed ------- 9 
Malawi college closed ------------------------------------------------- 
Malawi college reopens -------------------- = 9 
Telegrams on Chirwas ---------------------—--------------------------- mS 
Malawi preaching advice -------------------------------- === -- = === == == === 
Chirwas sentences commuted ------------------=-----------—----- = - -- = ----—-— 


MALTA 


Malta schools dispute ------- 9-99 rere 
Tension in 4 European nations on education-religion issues -—----------- 
Malta school proposal ----------------------- == 9999-5 5 9 
Malta withholds church school licenses -------------------=------------- 
Schools close in Malta church-state dispute --------------------------- 
Malta schools row continues ------------------------------------------- 
Malta church school reopens --------- 9 rn rrr 


ais SD 


MEDIA 

Canadian extension --------------------~----—-------- ~~ - Ot: 
Labour magazine debuts ---------~-------~-—----------~~~~~-----~~~-_-____ On 
Lesotho editor fined -----------------—---------------~-~~~~~--~--~~-_-__ Ol. 
Papal video cassettes -----------—---~-~----------~~~~-~~--~ ~~~. Ol. 
New Christian news agency in UK ---------------------——--~~~~-~~-_-_.._ 02. 
Christian magazine stopped ----------------------~---~~--~~~------~--—~ O35; 
Letter from Kitchener ---------------—--—-~—-—~---—--~-~-~~~~~-~-~-~-—~--~-_._ 03. 
Church radio in Greece ---------~----—--------~-—-----~~-+~~~~___ 04. 
US religious coalition researches religious TV -----------------------~ 04. 
Broadcasts to China begun ------------—-----—--~--~------~--~-~~----_______ 04. 
Canadian inter-faith network chooses board -----------------—-----~~~~~~ 054 
"Pravda" concerned about religious influence -------------------------- 06, 
Ecumenical cable system launched in US -----------------~~---------~~.-~ OF ; 
Electronic church in US studied --------------------~----—-~--~~~--_____~ 07. 
Church radio station authorized to resume --------------------~-~~~~~~~ 07. 
US church group faces media criticism after Soviet tour --------------- 07. 
Live sermons discontinued on Voice of Kenya -----------------------~~-- 08. 
UK churches involved in new cable TV plan --------------------~-~--~~~~ 09. 
Church group considers sex, violence in media ----------------~--~--~~~~ 10. 
Committee formed to defend Guyana church newspaper -------------------- 10. 
Chile bans church news broadcasts ---------------~--—---------~~~~---~_~. 4,7; 
Uganda church paper's board resigns ------------------------~---~--~- — 11. 
Spain vetoes RC tv spot ---------------—-------------------~-~-~--------~- B2N 
Kirk stresses environmental questions --------------~------------~~~~~~ 22! 


MEETINGS, CONFERENCES 


WCRP assembly -w wren nn rn = 02. 
NGO reps meet on world situation ------------------~------------------~--~ 03. 
Denominations hold meetings -------------------------------—--------~~~ 07. 
Two WCC world meetings okayed for late 1980s --------------------~-~-~-~-~~ 07. 
"Grief and joy' evident at disciples' Jamaica meeting ----------------- 08, 
Leaders of church councils discuss evangelicals, others --------------- 08. 
Anglican council makes many recommendations --------------------------- 08. 
"Serve in hope' is Mennonites' theme ------------------------------~~-- 08. 
Reformed meet in 'crisis' atmosphere ---------------------------------- 08. 
Peace, sexuality on agenda of United Church of Canada ----------------- 08. 
World conference on religion, peace meets ~----~------------------------ 9, 
Technology, work, change considered at conference ------------------~-- 098 
US NCC announces several meetings -~------------------------------------ 09% 
Ecumenical youth meet on rights of people ---------------~-------------- 10, 
“Oppressed minority Christians" meet in Japan ----------------~---~------~ a28 
Caribbean Conference of Churches consults on regional issues ---------- 12¢ 
Peace and justice in north-east Asia -----------------------------~---~~~ a2 
WCC officers meet -----------------------—----------------------------- 12. 
METHODIST 

New Methodist order ---------------------------—------------------------ Ol. 
Methodist bishops on mission 'crisis' --------------------------~-~-~~-~- 03. 
Cardinal opens Methodist church ----------~----------------------------- 05. 
United Methodist bishops establish ecumenism group -------------------- 05. 
Mozambique asks church to take back hospital -------------------------- 05. 
Methodists, Navajos hold “historic consultation” ---------------------- 05. 
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METHODIST (continued) 


Methodist president urges non-racial jurisdictions -------------------- 
Korean attorney gets World Methodist Peace Award ---------------------- 
Mormons “in-Pacirre*worrying MECNOGLS CS a 
Methodists, Roman Catholics see significant agreement on Peter -------- 
Metiodl steprshope Ms cud y mec CL Yt ae aes 
Meth od1sGenenraveraee™ Ur ta ae 
Methodist court rules on gay clergy, inclusive language --------------— 
PSY MethodtstsPexamirive © aula yk Ca cre a er eee 
US Methodists-studyinge”™’ our theorostcal task -—-——---—-——--— ——— 


MIDDLE EAST 


WCC Message to the churches in the Middle East ----------- 3 e 9 --- = — 
Church soctal*services Lit ie TL” ae Cr rr ann 
General church agreement seen with US government on Mid-East ---------- 
Petition drive launched for Middle East peace conference -------------—- 
Be MigatemEast pat CG ETE ea ra aaa 


MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (MECC) 


MedTEGrravean=cOnMsG rte lL Or VOL OOS CC mn nn er a ae 
Middle East church leaders appeal for Lebanon meeting ----------------- 
MECCRLOUrTSmPCOOTa LC ee a aaa 
ARMiddle~Rast+partnersnl yo 


MIGRATION 


Anglican delegation protests UK immigration laws ---------------------— 
Church committee on European migrants marks two decades ------------~-— 


MINISTRY 


PERTEL SEL Y MOO CL ce aaa aa aa 
Kirkidebate rr snourd LelOns, DG WLOLG CG re 0 
Us? Angilican=teai cot Cent ra. AMOK LCA a ae eee 
Bectine se“~speaking™ Ane LCA GS WCC Cr a as 
NorthiAmerican "Lutherans Conetcer MLNS yn es 
Conteer*iorPmaireery arm Cire ce TEL. Ed Te nr 
MOGTARITITDS ER YMOUT COLL LOC CR 
ADPTenkiceshep*tor® VislOp Ss aa aa aaa ae 
French & Swiss Reformed consider ministry issues ---------~-~-~~~~—~~~——— 
Welsh church covenant commission proposes unity steps on ministry ----~- 
MEGHOGI Ste bDishoOpes CU y Sita oe ey ee) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


Mozambique” PresbyYCel lal, 8p PCa. ee eee 
Mozambique asks thurch”’ to*take™ pack hospital —-=-—---——--————-—_—_ 


MUSIC 


Ciurawes ‘ureed“torpromote Atl Lai tle tC ee 
SWCULSMP COE CIT Mm Le pa ala ae 
Australian committee suggests ecumenical hymnS -w3333r3 rrr errr rrr 


Finnish: chureh short’ cantor’, (Pastor) oe ene 
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NAMIBIA 

Release in Namibia ----------------~---~-~--~-~---~----~-__-_ U2e" 31 
Anglicans ask Namibia action --------~~---------~---_----_____ 03. 26 
3 Namibian bishops appeal on prisoners --------------~---~-~~-~-~.____ 03. 68 
Army said to disrupt church activities in North Namibia ----------~~~~ 04. 04 
FRG church debates anti-racism 8TaNtS mmm n nm 04. 05 
Bod yoayasToivocut Ecumenical Cent reiesse-nne te Bela 06.123 
WCC deplores, condemns SA actions in Namibia --------------____________ 07. 98 
WCC statement on Namibia ---------------~--~---_----- 07.106 
Namibian Lutherans affirm fellowship ---------------~~~-~-~-~~_________ A laa 8 
Namibian Lutherans protest conscription —----------~-------~~~~--~____ ti dahgog 8) 
Namibian church leaders warn on conscription, civil war ----------~~~~~ «grin af 
NETHERLANDS 

NHK supports IKV ----------------~-----~------ Ole ao 
Netherlands big-cities council --------------~----____________ 01. 94 
Church-state tie cut ---------------—-~~-~~~~---- Ol.” 95 
Dutch Ciskei concern ---------------—-------~--- Ol. 96 
Dutch Reformed capital congregations closing ------------~-~~-~~~~_-____ Uz; YL 
Expulsion protested -------~--------~~-~~~--~ ~~ 04. 06 
Dutch church missile opposition ---------------~~------_-.________ 04. 10 
Dutch ministers paid too much? ------~---~-----~~--__--_-.-- O35; 18 
Financial support for Dutch military chaplaincy --------~---~-~~~_____ 05. 19 
Dutch church meetings for women --------------~-~--_~--__-______ ust" 20 
URAD Gash HrCDR/ Dut chemise ting stees—easeenn st ech el Os Fe23 
Theologians defend liberation colleagues --------------~-~-~-~~~~-____ errs U7 
Potter honoured —~---~-----~~~-~--—---------- Ors O55 
JPSS conference in Netherlands Ne eeseemenemen ()9 86 
Appointment of Dutch RC bishops criticized -----------~~----~-~~~~______ 10; 76 


Health hazards cited for Swedish clergy -----------~--------~-~~~--~____ LOT 92 


NEW CALEDONIA 


New Caledonia drive for independence stepped up —-------------~-~---____ 03. 67 
Report on New Caledonia -----~---------—--~-------~--- 04. 47 
The church and New Caledonia ------------~-----~-----__-_-_-_-_________ O07. 64 


New Caledonian churches issue declaration ---~----------~~~~-~~~________ ee 74 


NEW ZEALAND 

NZ disciples on WCC --------~---------------~-~----------- OLS" 3zZ 
'Historic' Maori walk marks 1840 NZ treaty ---------------------------- 6 epgle he 
Letter from New Zealand -~-------------~---~-~----~~----__--- Oss OZ 
CCA general committee -----------~--—-~--~-~-~-----~-- ar OG. @SU 
New Zealand church issues ------------------~~-~-~-~~~-____-- 04. 32 


New Zealand declares heresy -------------------~~~_--_-_-__ 06. 61 
[NZ] NCC writes Reagan on nuclear policy -------—----~--------~~-~~~____ ry 22 
NZ church team visits East Europe -----------------~~~~--______________ Oy ad 
New Zealand church council gets new GS ----------~------------~--------_ ts. 18 
NZ Baptists discuss shortfall ------~-----~-~------~--________ IZ 70 


= 80 = 


NICARAGUA 

The¢KissingeraCommissionereporteces sy sess a os FS eee ae ae ee 2,150 
Nicaraguan bishops.reported»in«discord*<<--====-=-=-----——~=-——-———-———-=——— 02. 84 
Bishops reflect on elections in El Salvador and Nicaragua ------------- 05. 73 
Cardenal, Schlaeffer reflect on situation in Nicaragua ~----------------— 03. 7/7 
Message: fromiNicaraguan.. grassroots \o----ssrSse-eeer Oa. we 
Nicaraguan. bishops.for«peace*----————==$=+=-- = OD swe 
Nicaraguan Baptists,opposing -US-actions!-—----= > == OD a ose 
NGO declaration on Nicaragua and Central America ---------—----------——-- 05. 41 
Bishops’, letter.brings.-reaction;-in,Nicaragia === O07. U9 
Reflections, on..the.,Church.-in-Nicaragua -4=——3— OF a 
Nicaraguan{delesation.atofatican ee UF. 38 
Nicaraguan church agency reports attacks, asks help -----------------~-- 09. 66 
Vatican,; Nicaragua .reps: exchange, views) —-——---—-__ 10. 05 
World church team visits Nicaragua at election time ------------------- i eee 
US church council speaks on national, world issues --------------------— dil. 433 
Church: delegationsneportssonto—day” Nicaragua, visit: -——-—-~-=—————————— ———— lil, aD 
Ecumenical agency in Nicaragua makes appeal --—------3--3--3-3--— = -------— uy pages 3) 
Church synod debates Barmen, South Africa, asylum seekers ------------- i a a 
Cardenal expelled by Jesuits; won't resign government post --------~--- 12. 40 
NIGERIA 

Nigerian bishops,.on»problems «-~——-4=-===<=--— = 01. 45 
Religion and government .in Nigerian ------——-—--—-—--------—-—----—--——- Ol wae 
Nigerian.church.leaders.warn-on=lelart Os. 3h 
Anglican council meets on ecumenism, dogma, mission ------------------- 07.102 
Anglican council makes many recommendations ~----------------3-3-=--=---— - 08. 04 
Canterbury notes spread of Anglicanism world-wide ----------=----------- 08. 07 
NORWAY 

Norway: & ‘South VALC 1 a ee O1-;--36 
Norway & lsrae] sere OL. 34 
Norway pastor on leave; another's ouster upheld --------33-3--------=-— Ol. “iv 
Norvwegianychutchsbudgetens-——---— ee ee ee ee es Be 
Norwegiansurespondtoucniticicn:on<lungary | Og Daal 
Norwegian. churchwreforns.debated--—----——-——— S03. 53 
Missionaries from third world put at 10 percent -------rr errr 03. 60 
Norwegian bishops note lack of peace commitment --------------------—-- 04. 69 
Clerical «controversy 4,bore?. .<——-ee_e 06, 249 
Church initiative halts Krugerrand sale °-——---——==---—-—--—-—-————==-———-—-—=— O7 . zon 
Potter commends Norwegian ship to Nicaragua ----------3-9 93 ere—— 08. 15 
Russian: Orthodox..visit.to-Norway»postponed======--—---—-+=<+-----————— OS ais 
Hungarian pastor suspended; Norwegian bishop in appeal --------------- 10. 41 
Tutu awarded Nobel. .Prize«-e---9 nS SS a sn ———— =—10.. «269 
Books, court cases cause Norwegian church debate ------ e333 3-9 = == 10.104 
Norwegian Lutherans establish women's committee ------------------—---—-- 10.112 
Norwegian missionary society breaks with SA congregation -------------- 10.113 
Norwegian mission to Israel announces expansion ----------------------- 10.114 
Tutu given unprecedented reception on Nobel Prize -------------=------—- di PN 


NUCLEAR WEAPONS 


French nuclear protest, -e3r tr tr re 01. 60 


/continued... 
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NUCLEAR WEAPONS (continued) 


Czech Brethren message ----------~------~~-~-~~~-~--~~~--~-~-- 02. 
Quakers appeal to Queen --------------~------~-----~ ~~~ 02. 
Slovak RC bishops: No to nuclear deployment -----------~------~---_____ i i 
Thejchurchsin, theeMarshall.Islands.----—----—----——--__----____________ 02. 
Dutch church missile opposition ------------~~--~--~-~~~_--~_---_______ 04. 
Nuclear age knows no unconditional obedience -------------------_______ 06. 
[NZ] NCC writes Reagan on nuclear policy ------------------------~~-~~~ Os 
Priest to resign nuclear disarmament -----—----------~~--~-_____________ a se 


OLD CATHOLIC 


"Alternative Catholic” leader leaves --------~--------~~~~~-_-______-__ 04. 
Old Catholic bishops meet -~-----------~--~~~-~-----~~~~~_~---- 1l. 


ORTHODOX (EASTERN AND ORIENTAL) 
a ti. tah hn cat tenhod t Asinanlis heel 


US Orthodox-Lutheran dialogue -----------------~----~~------~__________ 01. 
Bibles printed in USSR and Bulgaria ------------------~~~-~--_-________ 02. 
US Orthodox women respond to issues ---------------~----~-~~-~_________ 03; 
US Greek Orthodox primate celebrates 25th anniversary -----------------~ 05. 
Orthodox no to communion with “heterodox” ------------~---~~~---_______ 05. 
Albania on USSR and ROC ---------------~~-~~~~--~-~--~--- Oy. 
Greek Orthodox in the Americas meet -----------------~~~~---_--________ On. 
WCC Orthodox discuss issues --------------~- Ft tn nnn ee ee = = OF. 
Russian Orthodox visit to Norway postponed -—-----------------~---------. 99, 
Armenian leader speaks on Lebanon --------------—----~~~--~~~-_-________ 09, 
OCA cool to Romanian Orthodox proposal —------------------~-----_-_____ 09. 
US Orthodoxy appealing to some from other traditions -------------——-—- a9 
Nine-year..church, building, dispute settled ---=-—--=-~----21ss22s22_. 10. 
Orthodox consider mission challenges ----------------~---~~~~~--~---~.___ 2s 
Serbian church honours World War 2 Martyts qq --- ---------- f2Z, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate names Tsetsis representative to WCC ----------- b 
Indian [Oriental] Orthodox open centre --------------—~~~~~~~~--_______ Ee. 
Various ecumenical dialogues continue ---------------~-~--~~---________ rs 
Orthodox church in America Romanians reject Bucharest claims ---------- ie. 
Soviet party reported concerned about Orthodox millenium -------------- gs 


PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 
er RV EEO 


Pacific church leaders meet -~-------------------~~~-~~---~-~~~~_______ 10. 
Pacific women ordained --------------------~-~~~-~~~--~------ 1: 


PACIFIC (REGION) 


The church in the Marshall Islands --------------~--------~--_--_______ 02. 
US religious reps differ on proposed Micronesia treaty -------------~--~ a". 
Pacific church leaders meet ---------------------~-~-~~~---~~~~-_______ Ls 
Mormons in Pacific worrying Methodists ----------------~---__._-_______ ha 
PAKISTAN 

Pakistani leader greets Christians --------------~~~----~~~-~~~~_______ 02. 
Christian magazine stopped -----------------~-~~-~---~~----~--__________ 03. 


Theology teachers meet in Pakistan and India -------------~------~______ 06. 


oh ae 


PANAMA 

Bishops ,on.electLons Sse ett eee ee ee eee 027-43 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

PNG border. crossers.prompt..church.appeal«------=-—-=+——==--—-=--==+->——-——— 09. 10 
PNG denomination begins cocoa-planting venture -----<------------------- 09. 16 
PARAGUAY 

Paraguay, .church-state.tensions .-- ee 3 eae 
Paraguay. church-state ,tensions.cone..to,iead. 03. 74 
PEACE/JUSTICE ISSUES 

Lebanese Christian leaders in call to "save country’ ------------------ Ba kes va th 
Letter airom,Kitcherexnts-s- SE Site a eee Ol. 65 
NHK supports..lLKV. qr eee Or. *93 
Military. chaplains.,..peace.activists: necet--——-— = ——“i H2, 700 
Soviet (religious. .peace,comnissicon:——--_-;- = ee eee 02. 08 
Beagle dispute. --—— ee ee ae oy aa 244 
CzechyBrethren-message.2- 9 eee O27 37 
Central American.Jesuit..appeal.-——-———  See 02. 64 
Lebanese church. leaders. .appeal.for. peace,» talks) ----=-29+-=---=-—=----- 02." 382 
The ,poor_.organize.,in..Ch1i.] eager re rer ee ee ye yee. 
How far is, Bethlehem?.opererrr rte r rs eg ses ee eee ee 02.113 
Middle-East church leaders appeal for Lebanon meeting ----------------- 02.120 
WCC message,.to .the,SACC .ce-saseearr rer ee ee ee OS AES 
Hungarian inter-church peace committee established --------------------— 03. 83 
Homer , Jack awarded..Niwano..Peace..Prize ssisses-Sses0s > S30 Use gu 
Peace with Justice.Week*=--=-seeere—n—— gg ec eee SSS Ue 
Norwegian bishops note lack of peace commitment --------------------~--- 04. 69 
Nicaraguan bishops for peace» mer rt re tert ern She pre 2 
UK/Dutch, GDR/Dutch meetings ----- ee renner nr rr ner 05. 23 
Nicaraguan, Baptists,opposingsUS<actions.-—-s=-=4-4— = O57 951 
NGO declaration on Nicaragua and Central America -------------------~--- 05. 41 
Middle . power,,coalition, stents SS 06. 43 
Churches agree}.on.peace -——----——_--- OS Se 06. 69 
Churchyand» peace injthe,GDRu-»history 6--27-377- 06.115 
Churchwandspeace inrtheyGDRe= present ons teeee ces ee 06.125 
Finnish church,peace.committee.criticizes«LWF<book:——<=-—=—= = OF Sra 
Peace, justice,.and .humanebightedeertr cee 07. 34 
Danes debate,jpeaceurole:of h\YWCAcsCouts arcs ste 07. 41 
World ,conferencevon:;religionyssypeacesmegts ssassqsests— sae ee eee 09. 05 
Japanese Christiansventriloquists march) for speace ¢sses— sees 09.432 
Theology .of. .peace..seminar-—convened 1 rrerer t= -St ee i 09. 23 
Central. American,peace,.walkyplengedterers3s Se mm elke PAS 
UK. Christians.detail,their-vieltetorUtShy-77 eee SS 10. 06 
Swiss Protestants urge peace research, information protection --------- 10. 17 
GDResynodespeake on travel, ,peacessue-geseceree——3-<--- se 10. 40 
Churchygroupsspeaks,ongsevyeral-Indlanpisgues-sge-—--- == 10. 42 
Seminar urges: end militarism in Caribbean, Central America ---------- 10. 72 
Peacenastecumenical..subject-e rer ee eee OE eae | 
Nobel winner Tutu outlines his vision of society to UN council -------- a> 02 
Reflections,on,8,peace..prize~rnerer=preet beers r et ee 
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PEACE/JUSTICE ISSUES (continued) 


German ecumenical peace assembly calls for "ecumenism from below" ----- 
Petition drive launched for Middle-East peace conference ----------~--~-~ 
Tutu given unprecedented reception on Nobel Prize ----------------_____ 
Reflectionssonvthe*Nobel-Peace’Prize==se=-e-aculel_ Lelie slo 
Peace and. justice in*north-east Asia —--——---~=—----~-_1. 2 


PERS ONALITIES 


Ecumenical leaders Mackie, Smith dead -—--—-==—----~2~~-2-22_-L 
Munk prize to Boesak -~------------~~~-~~~~~-~-~- 
Church communicators change --------~-------~~--~~~~-_~---------__ 
Tributes to two ecumenical giants -----—--~------~-~~-__-_______________ 
Milingo reflects --------------~---~~~~-~~~-~~-~~ 
Muzorewa's release asked -------------~-~---~~~~~~~~_--- 
Romero's successor asks stepped-up investigation -------------------___ 
Ehrenstrém obit ----------------------~-~~---- 
Martin Niemdller dead at 92; Nazi opponent, church leader --~--—-~----~~~ 
Templeton Prize to Bourdeaux Sn a a a a 
Rahner obit -------------------~---~--~—- ~~ 
Hungarian» Baptist pastor "honoured )\-—==+==——=——- 
Church leader dead ---------------~-~~--~-~~-~~-~ ~~~ 
Pioneer in Finnish church journalism dies ---------~-~~--~~~_.______ 
Pope John Paul II visits World Council of Churches ----------~----~-~~. 
BOGS pepal..wisit.torWCc-recalled+———~-——~een Le ll 
Becurdty.tightsforspapal wistre =S--—4—-+s ee ee 
Toivopjelloivocat-—Ecumenical+Cent ret ~-+ssseeeL bine aco lie lee leo ee 
Botha~Pope visit prompts reaction -—------------~-~----~-~-~-~-~--_______ 
Clergy in the European parliament -----------------—~--~~~-~~--~-_______ 
Pope assesses Swiss visit -----------~----~-~-~~~~~~~~~~__ 
Potter honoured ---------~---------~~~~~~--~~~ ~~ 
Missionary, ecumenist Stephen Neill dies ----------------~~---_________ 
Minjung theologian dies -------------—-~~-~~~-~~~ ~~~ 
Boesak attacked -----------------------~--~-~~-~~~-~- 
Tutu*awarded* Nobel "Prize | ——-=-~----——-—~--- 
Dietzfelbinger dies -------------—-~-~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~-- 
Czech church figure dies -------------~—-~~~-~~~~~~~-_--- 
Tutu given unprecedented reception on Nobel Prize -----------~--------__ 
Reflections on the Nobel Peace Prize —--—-—-~-—~-—-——-——_~~____________ 
1984 Christmas message -------------~-~-~-~—-~--~~~~~-_ 
World Council of Churches staff says farewell to Philip Potter -------- 


PERU 


Haitian} i Peruvian) iCanadiansRC?letters-———--——-———~—. ~~... 
Peru Protestants meet ------------------~-~~~-~~--~~~ 
New Secretary General named for Latin American churches -------------—— 
Peru liberation theology ----------------~-~-------~~~~-~~~~--- 
Presbyterian union in Peru ------------------~-~-~~--~~~~~~_-~-- 


06.103 


— ihe 
PHILIPPINES 


JapansS Philippines -ase-cepeee “TST Clie Tone ee eee ee 
Statement. on national reconciliationj-—--->>3- 
Ministry to detainees. --ss>>-serps- Teton ae eee ee 
Church & Philippine social issues.=ses===-serrs-saeet ce ee 
Philippinesitrialsdelayed..qree-s-sseee8== Se eee eee 
All-Asian*consultationongChristiansarteissssisss sos eee 
Context for ministry in the Philippiiéss---——----—--- 
Philippine-independent church drops bishops: ---=---———--——-——-———-3--=—= 
ACC{sets up Philippines. des res eee 
Dismissal of cases*askedJinsPhilippines*—— {33-3 
NWILCO);- issues for) church debatetesstessateseansee 3s <== 45S Sse—Ss— See 
Church & society in the Philippines <<=-=en es ———— a3 8tss —S  eweee = 
The Philippine opposition ns seseese sent ata tee oe 
Vatican relations with China, Czechoslovakia, Cuba -------------------— 


POLAND 


Government minister looks at Polish church-state relations ------------ 
The church in Poland«today. ------------------------=+ === 3+ === 
Church<material -aid<to-Poland .—-=—-=—=— err ee 
Polish :bishops-onssituations<——-— eae 
Message of the Polish Ecumenical.Council.-——-—-—-—————-————<—<——————> 
Polishprimate cautions/‘extrenist) priests. 
Tension in 4 European nations on education-religion issues ------------ 
Polish-Soviet church.comnission\formed>-——-————— 
Polish bishops see amnesty as “step in right direction” --------------— 
Polish ecumenical relations said improving ---- eer err ener ern rn 
Poland's, “goldeniagelofechurchbulldiane eee eS 
Polish Ecumenical Council comments on US church dispute --------------- 


PORNOGRAPHY 
Canadian_ bishops,onsUS /pornographyecess see see eee 
PORTUGAL 


Portuguese (abortionmdebatecesSeseesere se ee ae 
Portugal ‘refuses .residence.to iarnchbishop\-;—-=-- eee 


PUERTO RICO 


Seminar urges: end militarism in Caribbean, Central America ---------- 
QUAKERS 

Quakers ‘appeal tovQueents= ss Se eee 
Quaker. reflections, _on.WCC, Sixth: AssenbLy,.. ee 
Quaker. on..5000 'yven.in0 t eps etmerenent etter 


RACISM, RACE RELATIONS 


Norway «soutin iA fel cait-fert re ed ae 
south sAEricarloaniprotest. birt 2 ie ee eee 
Belydevidekring disagrequeatt 9s SS ae 


/continued... 
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RACISM/RACE RELATIONS (continued) 


World Council official appeals on Indian rights ------------------~~~~~ Us Je 
Sri Lankan church reps in reconciliation cal] --------------~-_-_______ 02. 59 
SA priest's trial adjourned ---------------~--~--~-~~-~~~~~~___-________ 02. 89 
SACC condemns removals ------------------~~~---~--~~~~_- 02. 99 
Tutu rejects SA report on Council of Churches -------~-------~---______ 02.114 
State panel critiques, urges controls on SA church council ------------ 02.115 
Church reps say report doesn't change their views on council ---------- 02.116 
Reflections on the Eloff Commission -----—--------~-~~-____-___________ OZ, 123. 
Letter from New Zealand -------------------~-~-~~~~-~-~~__-- 03. 62 
New Caledonia drive for independence stepped up ------------------~-~~ 03.07 
Religious response to apartheid ----------~---~~-~~~_-_________________ 03. 96 
Forced removals in South Africa ----------~------~-~~~-_~-__---- 04. 19 
Leaders make inter-faith appeal on pluralism, racism in France -------- 04. 22 
Report on New Caledonia ---------------~--~-~~~~-~~-~___-__ 04. 47 
Removals opposed at SA services -------------~---~---~~~-~-~----_-__ OF. 03 
Prayer on South African removals --------------~-~~~~~------___________ A sep 9 
Reformed synod: apartheid support by church is heresy -----------~---~~ 09. 07 
US NCC concerned about South Africa and Olympics -----------~-------~-~~ a7. 33 
Criteria for the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism ------------------—— 09. 60 
Australian United church sends anti-racism letter ------------------___ 10. 63 
Naudé joins anti-conscription campaign ----------~-----—-—---------~~~~_ 10.109 
Norwegian missionary society breaks with SA congregation ----------—---- 10,113 
Nobel winner Tutu outlines his vision of society to UN council -------- ll. 09 
Black British church leaders meet Canterbury -----------~-------~--~~-_~~ af. 20 
WCC speaks on SA action -----------------------~-~----~---~-~----- a2. 20 
Southern Africa church leaders meet on issues ------------~-----~~-____ ia So 
US church council speaks on national, world issues -----------~--~~~ eer hee OS 
RECONCILIATION 

Sri Lankan church reps in reconciliation cal] ------------~-~-~~--_____ i ame 
Towards national reconstruction in Ghana ------------------~---________ a ae a 
Reconciliation in Northern Ireland -----------------~-~~~~~--__________ 02. 80 
WCC message to the churches in the Middle East -------------~-----_____ OF. ae 
Bishops' appeals in Angola, Congo —-----------------~~~-~~--_-_________ 05. 24 
"Crucial' conference resumes in Sri Lanka ----------------------_______ pyar, 
Irish "two traditions group' reports ------------------~--~~--~~_______ 06. 78 
REF ORMED 

Presbyterian maisonnettes --------------~-~~~~-~-~-~~~~~~~~___-_ Ole oe 
Holier than Thou? -----------—--——-—----—----~-~--- + 02. 46 
Taiwan expulsion brings protest --------------~----~-~~-~~~--__________ 02. 76 
Dutch Reformed capital congregations closing -----------------------~~—~~ O02. oF 
US denominations plan statements -------------~---------------__________ 02.100 
World Reformed group speaks on Taiwan, visits Shenouda -------------—~— 03. 49 
Regional Reformed meeting speaks on Cuba, Lutheran relationships ------ 03. 30 
US Presbyterians study statistics -----------------~-~-~~~~____________ 04. 12 
Murderer -rejected»-as-kirk-minister candidate —*—— ee 04. 61 
Church reps take up various issues in Britain, Ireland --------------~- be pig 
Church ministry open to convict --------------~--~----~--~~~-~~~-_______ 06. 44 
African missionaries ----------~---~-----~--~-~~~~-~~~~--~-- OG. 
Reformed meet in 'crisis' atmosphere -----------------~~~~~--__________ 08. 08 
EKD membership losses ---------~---~~----~----~~~~-~~~--~~ ~~~ 09. 89 


French & Swiss Reformed consider ministry issues ----------------~-~~~~~ pe ae 


=F36 
REFUGEES /DISPLACED PERSONS 


Japan ‘bishopsion »refugeessress—strerr is at er eee ee ee ee 
Appeal on immigrants in Belgium ---~---3-3~9399 33 
Problems of asylum-seekers at airports on churches' agenda =----------- 
Refugee repatriation - Djibouti.to.Ethiopian.---——---—--—-—--—-—=--——=+—--—> 
Study says US refugees become self-sufficient ----------<---------=----— 
African refugee meeting 9 s- srt ee eee 
Xenophobia threatens future) of. refugees »mntr te 
Religious leaders no to deportations. ----<-9--- en 
Churches concerned —.one,in. fourtsawreiugee erent Se See 
The.tribes of Lebanotse<-s— se sae a eee 
Church reps ,issue_appeal.onhasy Lumsee eset sss tee ae a 
Conference focuses on :African»refugees .-erett ee 
PNG border crossers prompt .church-appealiqr—r se eee —_— 
Indonesia assures, PNG. on refugees pases a 
Workshop warns on involuntary repatriation of Africa ties etre 223=--s 
Swiss decision on Tamils prompts negative reaction --------<------------ 
Southern Africa church leaders meet on iSSUeS ~—m erm r rrr n rn 
Indian church reps meet on Sri Lankan refugees ---------—- eee 
Ecumenism, refugees on agenda of Swiss synod --r--3nnr renner rrr 
Swiss. won't. expel, Tani ls -—---—---——__- eee 


RELIGIOUS RIGHTS/FREEDOM 


Communist party;policyzand religionpeeeneaass aes ee ee 
Freedon of sreliston. 2-oo>ssseee ese eer eo ee 
Support committee, launched in’ Japan); SS eee ee 
World Reformed group speaks on Taiwan, visits Shenouda ---------------- 
Role, rightstof rekigion continue sattissue*inwis ——------——————_—— 
Hong*\Kongachurch tovrenainsindependent)--————__--- -- eee 
sunday school or school on Sunday? -—-—-————— 
Religious discrimination ban backed in Australia ---------------------- 
BCC committee opposes European "cult" guidelines ---------------------- 
Conferences..churchibelongssinspoliticss—-==—seerere Se eee 
World.congress_ on. religious, libertygs2-sses ons et Se ae 
Hong Kong Protestant manifesto on religious freedom ------------------- 
Soviets warn on religion =-=sssseses--neiee ate ee eee oS ee 
UN studying -religious!discrimination.issues 9 >essst- Se 


RES OURCE SHARING 
Book -helps church shate. resourcess=pesece ee se Sa ae ee 
ROMAN CATHOLIC 


Potter, and pope confers sss eter re FaeEee sae See See ee 
Missionaries | leave Burund 4 pprprererereerererprer rere ter ee ee 
China, jails, RC bishops sare rte a Se ee ee 
US.appoints. VaticansambassadOtsces-sserre— grt Se eae 
Haitian, Peruvian,..Canadian.RC letters tetega-seteieer ss ee 
Milingo ref lécts 35 re ree eee 
Lutheran nuns become Roman. Catholic..cossneet3 sy SS ee 
Papal. video CaSSeCt tes mre re ee ee 
New) Lealian- concordat --e-- eee pyres eS ae ee 
Gallafor«simplicity;nineulturationsens ner oe 


Gh 


Ol. 
OD. 
Ol. 
Ol. 
Ol. 
Ol. 
Ol. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC (continued) 


Polish bishops on situation -------------~-~-~-~-~-~-~~~~~~~----- U2. 33 
RC study group in Central America ----------~-----~~~~~~~~~--___.______ 02. 38 
The pope's visit to the Lutheran church in Rome ----------------—--____ 02. 49 
Pope to visit WCC on 12 June -------------~-~---~--~-~~~~--- 02. 60 
Philippines trial delayed ---------------~~~-~~-~~~-~~~~-__-__-. 02. 62 
Nun resigns to run for office --------------~--~~~~~~~~__-- U2, iD 
Irish bishops quizzed --------------------~-~-~~-~-~~-~-~_ 02.104 
Jesuit reported dead in Chinese camp -------~------~--~~~~~-_-__________ 03. 34 
RC bishop in Geneva? ---------------------~~~~~~~-~~-~-~- 03. 79 
RC’ priest resigns® from’ Canadian’ parliament’ ----~~--~=—..—..—.....__ 035-87 
Catholics in China ------------------------~~--~-----~~----- 03. 94 
Bulgarian patriarch appeals to pope -------------—---~~~~~_~___--______ 04. 38 
Vatican reorganization ------------------~-~~~--~~~~~~~~--- 04. 64 
WCC/RC joint consultative group statement ---------~----~------________ 04. 81 
Bishops' letter on European elections ---------------+-~~---_.-----____ Ode 20 
Bishops’ appeals in Angola, Congo --------------------~-~-----_-_______ 054-24 
Potter visits pope -----------------------~-~~~-~~-----~-----_- 05.35 
WCC ready for pope -----------~---------~~--~--~ ~~~ 06. 45 
Catholics in Hong Kong seek post-1997 assurance ------------------~--__ 06. 47 
Vatican rejects catechism -----—----~----~--~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~-_ 06. 90 
WCC-RC relationships --------------~------~~~-~-~~~-~~~~-~~--- 06.109 
WCC-RC relationships ----------------~~--~-~~-~~-~~~~~--- 06.110 
Nicaraguan delegation to Vatican reported ---------------~--~~--.______ Vo. 30 
New activism seen in Haiti RC church --------------—~-~~~-~_____________ 09." 70 
WCC-RCC joint group holds annual meeting --~-------~-----------—-------~~ 107. 71 
Appointment of Dutch RC bishops criticized -—---—---------—~-.21-__u_ 2050 
Methodists, Roman Catholics see significant agreement on Peter -------- d2s 03 
Vatican relations with China, Czechoslovakia, Cuba ---------------~-~~~ Wy Ai | 
Cardenal expelled by Jesuits; won't resign government posts --------- 12, 40 
Poland's “golden age of church building” ------------------------~~_~__ 12. 80 
ROMANIA 

Romanian church discourages emigration ------------~---~--~~~--________ 04. 68 
Romanian Baptists discuss church demolition order ------------------~__ LW le wiate ie, 
SALVATION ARMY 

Salvation Army celebrates 100 years of social services --------------~- ris £2 
SANCTUARY 

Church reaction varies to US 'Central America Week! --------------~~-_- 04. 23 
US court felony convictions threaten Salvadorans' sanctuary ----------- 06. 49 
Japan WCTU plans centre for “women's sanctuary" ---------------~~~~-~~~ Wis Le 
The sanctuary movement --------------------~-~-~~-~~~-~~ ~~ a0. 2y 
Sanctuary in the FRG ----------------------~---~~--~-~-~-~-~~~---_____ ll. 48 
US Disciples issue position paper on Sanctuary mere --—---- 3811, 69 
SEYCHELLES 

Broadcasts to China begun --------------------~--~-~---~-~~-~-___-- 04. 71 


ees: ae 
SHARING 
Canychurches, ghate?ucesssorssean essere Ess ee ee eae rees 05. 


SIERRA LEONE 


African refugee, meeting e-aaes tse entrar ts == 9904.3 
The church and: hunger yin Africav—-—<-sesees eee ee 
Hunger? int Atri Cal s--—eS e  Se  Seeee 06. 
Journalists urged to be prophets .-------——-—--—-----—---------——----—=—=- 10. 
SINGAPORE 

Singapore church council considers its role, task ---------=------------ 09. 


SOCIETY (see CULTURE AND SOCIETY) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


LWF. suspension sugsestediie—— see ere nn ee Oi. 
South African RC leader faces ‘terrorism’ charge -----------=----------- Ol. 
South. African loan protestors ~sessssee tere ee eee Ol. 
Belydendekrine disasreenent---=- Se Se Ol. 
Sweden and South Africa) --=—s-sresreee ree eee 01. 


Dutch. Ciskel, concern =---—s>>sseres sr Sra ate OS ete ne 
Crucial: meeting's in South sAfricast-—-—-e see ee ee ee ee 
SAV priest's trial wadjourned sss se—5————— ee ee eee ee 
»ACC. condemns nenovalsiesrosrssS esse“ SSEeeksere Sates oa ose ae ee 02. 
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NGK gift tosCisket leader rep a 02000 
Tutu,rejects,SA Treportuonucouned) of ; churches qesse—ree so ee 02.114 
State panel critiques, urges controls on SA church council ------------ 02.115 
Church reps say report doesn't change their views on council ---------- 02.116 


Reflections on theilloff Comission =—--—-— eee eee 02..123 
WCC sends Middle’ East, ‘South Africa nessages!—————_--———-———————————— 03. 02 
Parliament discusses Eloff report on SA church council ---------------- 03. 06 
SA’ Lutheranwunity seen) asvessential——2>—ma seats Be re eF 
SACC «statementsonvEloffi: Commis eiona-seisseorser ae en ae OS. 22rd 
SAPS SET QUEL CID Cd a reer 03.157 
Forced: ‘rendvalsin' South Alvica}—— 04. 19 
US. Anglicans leave Africa’ coal C1 On rn ee ee 
Lutherans back SA interracial theology programme ---------------—------- 04. 70 
Black, white SA Lutherans declare ‘intent to a0lte: ———-—----—------—-- 05. 34 
New: Zealand idectavesilie tose 06. 61 
Botha’s: European visit: protested: > — SS 06. 70 
Reformed, Anglicans..in Scotland,.hold, meeti ngs; = 06. 96 
Botha=Pope, visit. prompts, react lon esreiee tase ee ee Se 06.124 
SA church counciluconference-.apenssees renner eer ae eee ee 8 
Removals: opposedpat) SAnservices see ee ee Gi, OS 
Church; unity. proposal fal sie ee 0712825 
Church, initiativeuhalre:Krugerrandrsaleyer seer ee ee ee OAS 29 
Boesak: attuckedit- ene ete Se ee ee 08. 19 
Canipus? crusade warned ee ae 08. 20 
Prayer onnSouthvAlml commenova leih see 08. 25 
The biblical call. ito obedience s=-— nese ee 08. 30 
South African detentions protested by church reps ——-—---——<<-<<<<<<-==—- 09. Ol 
Church meeting urged with SA government on violence ------------------— 09. 21 
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SOUTH AFRICA (continued) 


World council supports SA council of churches ------------~-~~--~~~--__ 09. 50 
Church debates clergy role in SA government --------------~~-----._____ OF. "59 
White Lutherans in SA react to LWF suspension ----------------------~~~ 09. 88 
SA Congregationalists ask three ministers to resign ------------------- 10, 01 
Pressure for SA chaplaincy change reported ---------------------------- 10, 27 
Tutu awarded Nobel Prize -------------------~--~~~~~~~-~~-~__---- 10. 69 
Swedish church South African investments double --------------------.__ Ah 3 emcee ba 
Hendrickse deleted ‘from*ministerial ‘role -—-~=======~--=.22.........___ 10. 94 
Methodist president urges non-racial jurisdictions ----------------~~~~ 10.105 
Naudé joins anti-conscription campaign ------------~----------~----____ 10.109 
Norwegian missionary society breaks with SA congregation —------------- 10.113 
SA archbishop denies charges -------------~~~-~—~-—--~-_~_.------.____ 20s 129 
WCC speaks on SA action --~---------------~-~~~~-~~~--~-~--- se Sep Ae 
Reflections on a peace prize -------------~~~~---~—-~~-~~-__ its? 39 
Tutu named bishop of Johannesburg diocese ------------------~-—---_.___ de Sy gato 
Church synod debates Barmen, South Africa, asylum seekers ---------—- acpi & Sad <i, 
South African church council warns on "spiral of violence' ------------ Teves 
Bayers Naude asked to succeed Tutu -------- Ps a a a a a <2; 09 
Tutu given unprecedented reception on Nobel Prize ---------------~---~~ bp a be, 
Naude accepts South African council post ------------------~~--~-..___ L27°46 
Namibian church leaders warn on conscription, civil war ---—-------~~-~-~ bE aad 
Reflections on the Nobel Peace Prize --------------—--~-~~-+-_-~~~___.___ TP FUSS 
Belydende Kring marks 10th anniversary -—----------------------~-~~~~~_~ bye eg ope, 
SPAIN 

Female pastor, new bishop in Spain -------------------~-~--~~-~~~_______ 02. 40 
Tension in 4 European nations on education-religion issues ------------ 04, 02 
Spain vetoes RC tv spot ------------~--~--~-~~-~~-~--------~------ pee re 
Spanish denominations weigh baptism recognition ---------------—-------~ 1 ea ke i 
SPIRITUALITY 

Consultation explores issues in spirituality ------------------------~~ 12" G2 
SRI LANKA 

Sri Lankan church reps in reconciliation call --------------~~~-~-__-__ U2" 59 
“Ceucial® conference’ tésumessiniSriv Lankd-=—— tae asset pt ee O5e"29 
Church leader detained, released in Sri Lanka —--------------~~-~~~--___ 09. 49 
Indian church reps meet on Sri Lankan refugees ----------------------~- so og ae 
Swiss won't expel Tamils ---------------------~-~~~--~-~-~~~~~~_________ 123 48 
SUDAN 

Islamic laws —---------------~--------------~---~-~-------- +--+ 06. 63 
World church delegation visits Sudan on concerns -------------------~~- £07 *35 
SURVEYS, POLLS, etc. 

Women priests or church unity -------------------~-~~-~-----------_____- ube! fs 
US Lutherans survey congregations on social issues ---------------~-~~~ O5 2°17 
Clerical controversy a bore ----------------------~~~~~--~~~~~~~--____- OGR*79 
Half of Britons believe in God ---------------~-~~-~~-~~---~-~---___-_.__- 06. 83 
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SURVEYS, POLLS, etc. (continued) 


English ‘Anglicansbishops»polied»onshelicis 
IV poll of..English.Anglicanbishops ‘criticized ---—--—-——--—-——-—— === 
English Anglican.-bishops-atfire-beliets === eee 
Methodist..men..average-note: .qres a 
English ‘church) peopla.pollud——————— SSS eee 
SWEDEN 

Service marks..start-of+Stockholn talks! = ee 
Swedish civil. 'baptism!.----------—--—---+——-----------—~-<- === === 
Swedish free synod prompts church, ecumenical comment ----------------- 


Swedish) bishops. fast 8 eee 
Sweden and. South.Alrica<<=<-——— eee eee 
Lutheran_nuns.becone-Konan-Cachol ic ———— ee 
Swedish church.poster-eanpaign-—————— eee 
Sweden visits.England grsdiese—mettss— esse ee eee 
Archbishop.warns.on-Finnssiolsvéedeate=+4e——== <= eee 
LEOR*G* CRCLons lovercontinag sent ty) )——< ee 
Swedish church assembly's decision on women debated -------------~----- 
Auxiliarywbishopiioralppealat=————————— 
Swedish chanch=videotequies” SS ee 
Ghurch-stateslinks-loosered*in*sveden 
Swedish? churchtnnsie.<<983+s<<.68— = ee 
Swedish church ponders baptism for membership --------------<---=-------—- 
NOrds ceBaptleticie pss meethes ee ee 
Swedish church South African investments double ----------------------- 
Churcly ofsGwedensbudeetec 0 tS ee 
Anti-alcohol.drvexH1n (cen ee ee 


SWITZERLAND 


SWissdalternative.vote = SS eee 
Nest lénboycottenties- esses Se SS es 
2wingli’ ss500th anniversary? eS eee 
SWisstobjectdonte es etree a ee 
‘Full fellowship' urged for Lutherans, Methodists -------------------- 
Thevstakes#iniLausannel SS ee eee 
RG- bishopadn-Cenevatlesere—set srs ee 
Doublesmembership--said+“preacatitett+ s+ eS eee eee 
Swissp bank. vo0te-sseresstt Sere =e — ear ee 
Xenophobia threatens-future-of-refugess iss eee 
CEG fulurelplans<SS+ss- Sr e  ee 
Swiss Old Catholics okay diaconal ordination for women --------------— 
World MCA ConsiderSesstructare iui eee 
LWP report<considetsseé Ghent sure ee 
Peaceggjustice}.ahd+human-pigicer ee 
Worlds YMCAt-.role;*tanctions;s-stractures’ +- Se eee 
Secretariesi of. world: seYMCAstconsicers cut eee 
Conference*focuses” on African’ reftcees ee 
DAapiplesvande Res iemed plan tal Re ee 
SWissPhookletoonsseeest$s8 ete eS 
Swisa eRe * bishops+on*churchtint tyes 
Groupsqadvise-againsteRG-bishop*for*Ztrich eee 
Womentepordination=propised}--studiet See eee 
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SWITZERLAND (continued) 


Swiss Protestants urge peace research, information protection -------— 10, 17 

Swiss decision on Tamils prompts negative reaction ----------------—-- 10. 49 

Nestlé boycott ended; others to be pressured -----------~-~-~-~~~-~~~ 10. 53 

Church airlift for Ethiopia beginning -------—---~-——-——__._.________ 106.01 

French & Swiss Reformed consider ministry issues -----------~--~---~~.~ LTKA59 

UN studying religious discrimination issues --~~----—-——-—-~——~~...._._ ll. 66 

Petition drive launched for Middle East peace conference ------------- 11. 68 

Ecumenism, refugees on agenda of Swiss synod --------------------~~.~- 329422 

French Lutherans, Swiss Reformed meet -------------------------------. 12. 97 

Swiss won't expel Tamils ------------------~-~-~--~~~~~~~~~__________. 12. 48 

Various ecumenical dialogues continue ---------------~--~~~~-_.---____ 126,690 

World church leaders mark Christmas time -----------------+------_____ 123163 

TAIWAN 

Taiwan expulsion brings protest --~----------~~~~~~-~~--~~-~~---____.___ 02. 76 
TANZANIA 

Kibira 'fed up' --------------------~----------------~+~----------------_ Ol. 56 
THAILAND 

Alternative tourism workshop announced --------------—-----—-~-~~~~_~__ 02. 70 
Ecumenical tourism coalition meets --------------------~~~-~-~--~~~~~__ OPS 19 
THE OL OGY 

Anglican/Reformed -------------~---~~-----~--------------~----—-----_--~- Ol. 44 
Increase in GDR theological pihddAc reported -----~---~----------~----—- 02. 66 
Brazil church debates theology, participation -------------~-----~--~-~- 04. 08 
Joint Scottish theological study ---------------------------------~--~.- 04. 13 
Theological education and ordination in Zaire ------------~-------—--~- 04. 14 
God the father, God the mother --------------------~------~------~---___ 05. 06 
Peru liberation theology ----------------------------------~--------~~- 06. 58 
UCC “spirituality network" -------------~------~---~--~~~-------------___ 06. 81 
Comparative theologies of punishment -----------------~------~--------- 06.116 
Theologians defend liberation colleagues --------------------~~--~--~~_ 07. 07 
WCC paper proposes ways to ‘coherent theology' —---------------------~- 07. 85 
Biblical and theological perspectives on power --------------------~-~~ 07.104 
Vatican moves on liberation theology -----------------------~-~~-~-~~~~- 09.15 
Theology by the people --------------------------~~----~------------___ 095-59 
Vatican speaks on liberation theology, summons theologian ------------- 095-25 
Ecumenical institute announces 1985 plans ----------------------------- 099, 42 
Chinese theological journal to be revived -------------------~~--~--~-- 10. 82 
Peruvian bishops resist Vatican on liberation theology ---------------- 10.108 
US Anglican bishops issue ‘study document' on abortion ---------------- ll. 49 
Methodists, Roman Catholics see significant agreement on Peter -------- L203 
Theology teachers visit China ----------------------~~~-~--~~-~--~~-.- L22831 
US Methodists studying “our theological task" -----------------~~-~-~__ £2, BRT 


THIRD WORLD TOURISM 


Ecumenical tourism coalition meets -----------------------~~~~~~-_~__.. 07. 19 
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TURKEY 

Orthodox no to communion with “heterodox” ----------------------—---—---- 05.516 
Armenia and the World Council of Churches ----------=-----=------------—- 09.43 
World church leaders mark Christmas time -~--——---------——--—-—-----——--—— 12. 63 
UGANDA 

Church people-silain~insUgandatss-——+5>>- ==. 07. 04 
Uganda church paper's board resigns ----------<--------=--==-==-=---==------ i tor sea BS 
UNEMPL OYMENT /STIKES 

Church leaders~comment~on*British"coal *strike® —---—--—---=—-= === ===-====— 09 aol 
Scottish ecumenical appeal on miners' strike -------------------------- 10.850 
Canterbury criticizes government on miners' strike -----------------=--- 10. 50 
Scottish bishops speak on miners' strike ------------=<--<---<-=-==-------- 10. 89 
Wales church -repsract~on*mining; South Africa ---3- 3 a= 10.100 
More church action on British miners' strike ----------—————-—-—--- ———- = 11. «67 
Church, miners' leaders meet on British strike ----------------——--=---- 12. 04 
UNITED KINGDOM 

Anglican/Reformed --------9 999 nr nnn nn Ol. 44 
English, Welsh church leaders meet on unity --------------------------- 01.072 
First female Anglican priest has anniversary ---------<----------------- O1. 74 
Labour magazine debuts ----—--<--- <9 9-- a nnn nnn ------- «6201. 76 
New Methodist order ------------——-—-—-~ rrr 01. 77 
Free) Church: dec linep rrr rrr ceri enor Ol. 89 
UK ecumenism —— rr rane ener 102 0/15 
Ecunenisn~in~-scotiand——————— SS OZ." 20 
Denominationalism-in’ Britain: an’ [Indian view ————————————— 02. 47 
Kirk debate: should felons be ministers? -------------------=--=-------- Q2.. 30 
Clerzy opposer UK~plans~on Localities Se a emeetnenreentensinentaton nd 02. 68 
Remarriageprocedures*rethought*@——— rn ea 22 12 
New, Christian-newsragencyr ine UKe 3 eS en 02. 74 
Reconciliation-in-Northern “ireland? $3433 rama) s 265 OU 
Telegrams*on*Chirwas*=—"—<—=333 666 = SS 02.103 
English Anglicans urge immigration law reform ------------=-----------—— 03. 09 
English Anglicans~actron divorce; not’ on missiles. as 0s 
Templéeton»Prize> tor BouTrdeaw eh eR a eet eer re rere ae St) Ia Oy 
Papal. visit»to -Yugoslavia”~ opposed {= ss— een Sn a es ee ene ==" 032 55 
Interfaith management for some church schools asked -------~-----------— US OL 
Religious-response~tovapartheild(——==<<s3 565553 SSS SSS See aa ee 03. 96 
Joint Scottish theological study <<--—<=---=-—-—---—-—--—-=—-+—++-=====- 04. 13 
British church council outlines possible ecumenical initiatives ------- 04. 21 
Ecumenical-school~in»Northern”Ireland —<+~--—=----——~-—-————-=—=+<-=——>= 04. 43 
On dissent and Unity ~erme tremens rn errr 04. 46 
English, Welsh church leaders in three days of unity prayer ----------- 04. 56 
Murderer rejected as Kirk minister candidate ~-----—-------------------- 04. 61 
Ulster bigotry ~- meen rn nn nn ee 04. 86 
God the father, God the mother --------------=---------- == --- = 05. 06 
Cardinal opens Methodist church -------------9 9-9-9939 05. 09 
Women priests or church unity -rr terre rn rr rrr OSe-1L 
British academics critique church statements -------------------------- 05. 15 
UK/Dutch, GDR/Dutch meetings ~------------- = rn 05. 23 
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Church reps take up various issues in Britain, Ireland ------------~-~~~ 
Church ministry open to convict ---------—---—--------~------~-_________ 
Nuclear age knows no unconditional obedience ---------------------~____ 
Catholics in Hong Kong seek post-1997 assurance ------------------——-_— 
Christian Aid increase ----------~----~---~-~-~-~----~~~-~___-_- 
Graham campaign ------~---~--~--~--~-—-—--~-~~--~-- ~~~ 
Churches agree on peace ---------~--~------~~---~-~- ~~~ 
Irish 'Two Traditions Group’ reports ----------------~~—--~-~~-~~-_.--_._ 
Half of Britons believe in God -------------~~~-------~~~~--~--___-____ 
BCC committee opposes European "cult" guidelines ---------------~-~~~~~ 
Reformed, Anglicans in Scotland hold meetings ----------------—------~~-~ 
Bishops in brouhahas in England, Denmark, Kenya ---------------~-~--———~ 
Scotland church leaders in ecumenical meeting —--------------—---------- 
Urban ministry education changes asked ------------------~--~-~—~____._ 
Reformed/Anglican dialogue recommends ministry changes --------------~-~ 
Chirwas sentences commuted ----------—--~-~-~-~---~-~~~~~_______ 
English Anglican bishops) polled on, beliefs —----—-----—----~—-——~~~_.____ 
Missionary, ecumenist Stephen Neill dies ---------------~~---~~________ 
TV poll of English Anglican bishops criticized —--------------~------._ 
Technology, work, change considered at conference ----------------—-~—— 
Church leaders comment on British coal strike --------------------_____ 
UK churches involved in new cable TV plan ---—----------------_--_____. 
UpiGheistiens detaili their: vied t:t op USSRemm nn 
Scottish ecumenical appeal on miners' strike ---------------~-~~----___ 
Anglican-Lutheran Society publishes newsletter -------------------~~~~_ 
‘Letter from London —-----------~-------~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_-_ ~~ 
Canterbury criticizes government on miners' strike ---------~--------~~ 
British) free churches) urged» to. re-focus, -~----—---—--——--—-—---—----__-_. 
Methodists appeal on housing aid ---------—------~----~~~-~____-_______ 
Amnesty-appeals. on) Chinese’ Catholics,.-—-~----———-——- = — = — == — 
Church leaders’) initiative: on» Hess y-—~—-----——-—~-~—-—= —--~ + 
Burundi church ban reported -----------—--~-~----~---~~~~~-~___-__-___ 
English Anglican bishops affirm beliefs ----—---——---—-~-—--~-~-_-______ 
scottish bishops speak.on miners! strike.-------—-~-—--~---——-=—~=+~~-.+ 
Wales church reps act on mining, South Africa -------------------—_-___ 
Peruvian bishops resist Vatican on liberation theology ---------------- 
World Council of Churches' east Europe policy faulted, defended ------- 
Priest to resign nuclear disarmament post -------------------~~—--~-___ 
Black British church leaders meet Canterbury ------------------------~-~ 
Anglican delegation protests UK immigration laws -------------------~~~ 
Prayer call after bombing --------------------~--~~-~-~--~---~-_________ 
Scots church leaders ask famine commission ---------------~-~-~~~-_____ 
English Anglican marriage reforms seem dead ----------------~~~~--~-_~_ 
More\ church action, on; British miners!» strike »--------~------——---—~~.— 
British church council urges amnesty for foreigners -------------—------ 
Church, miners' leaders meet on British strike ------------~------_____ 
Welsh church covenant commission proposes unity steps on ministry ---—- 
Vatican cardinals reported at odds -----------------—-~--~~~~~________ 
Scottish bishops in appeal on poor --------------~-------~-~~~~-______- 
English church people polled -----------------~~---~---~-~-~__________ 
Argentine, UK church reps meet on Falklands/Malvinas --------------~--~- 
World church leaders mark Christmas time ----------------~---__________ 
Kirk stresses environmental questions ---------------~---~--~~---_-____ 
Poland's “golden age of church building” ------------------~~--________ 
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UNITED NATIONS & UN AGENCIES 


Overview: church reaction to US decision on UNESCO ------------------- 
Genocide es ii a fa a mn cat te a lt ns ae i acs ora eee 
WCC letter to UN on Iran-Iraq War -----2 en nn nn nn 
Church group urges US to stay in Unesco --------<<------~=------=---=-----—- 
UN studying religious discrimination issues ------=----=-<<-<-<<<----=- 
WCC officers’ statement on International Youth Year -------------—------ 


UNITED STATES 


US Orthodox-Lutheran dialogue ----------------------=---------==---=------ 
More Africa aid asked ------<------=<<--------------—----- = -— -— —-—-—-— -- = 
US appoints Vatican ambassador --~----- 999-9 rn er 
World Religious Liberty Day ----------------------------------------—-- 
Get out the vote ----------------=== =< == - = = = = = = = = 
Military chaplains, peace activists meet ----------------------------—-- 
Second-career Clergy -e eee 9 9 nr rr rn 
Lutherans on historic episcopate ~---------=9 9-999 ne == 
Holier than Thou? ------==-<-2==<==<<2<2222 2222-222 = = == 
Letter from New York --—---=-=—-3====<<—<<2 552-2 
The Kissinger Commission report -----—-------------------------------- £8 
Nun resigns to run for office --------------- 9 
Worship - indigenization/contextualization ---------------------------- 
US Anglican team to Central America -------~-------------------------—-- 
Seminarians explore lay vocations -------------- 399999 
US denominations plan statements ---------—--------------~------------- 
Ecumenism & worship - local & international -------------------------=-- 
Overview: church reaction to US decision on UNESCO-------------------- 
US religious groups at company meetings ------------------------------- 
US Orthodox women respond to issues ----~------------------------------ 
Aid for 'boat people' asked ------------------------------------------- 
Church leaders on Central America ----<--—=-----=<-=-======-—==-==-------—-— 
Methodist bishops on mission ‘crisis! ---------------—----------+------ 
US religion journalists debate ethics --------------=-<--<-<-<<=-=----=----- 
RES constitutional revision urged --------------------<<---------------- 
Small groups said to revitalize church life --------—------------------ 
Caution urged on UCC/Disciples relationships -----------~--------------- 
Jewish-Christian worship guidelines ------------~--------------~------——- 
Study says US refugees become self-sufficient ------------------------- 
"Peace with Justice Week! ------—---———--—--—-—-—-——--—--——----------------—_- 
US Presbyterians study statistics ----------------—----------—--------- 
Church reaction varies to US 'Central America Week! ------------------- 
Role, ‘rights of religion continue at issue in US ----—-—----——----—--— 
Methodists debating mission philosophies ------------------------------ 
Peters projection map critiqued and defended --------------3-—-- =~ - == 
US NCC search deadline in mid-October ---------=----===---=-=-=-=-------- 
New US Anglican/Roman Catholic document -----------------------=------=- 
US Anglicans leave Africa coalition ----------------------------------- 
US, Soviet Christians plan exchange visits ------------—--------------- 
US religious coalition researches religious TV ------------------------ 
Ecumenism on US Baptist agenda ---------------------=-=-=—----=---=------ 
US Lutheran ministers outline some concerns --------------------------- 
Christians urged to mark "Holocaust Remembrance Day" ------------------ 
Advice on genetic engineering sought ---------------------------------—- 
"Budget crunch' affects Lutheran missionaries —-----------------------— 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 


US Greek Orthodox primate celebrates 25th anniversary ---------------~- 
Worldwide bible distribution up ----—-----------~------~---~--___________ 
US Lutherans survey congregations on social issues --------------~~~~~~ 
United Methodist bishops establish ecumenism group ~------------------- 
US court felony convictions threaten Salvadorans' sanctuary ~---~------ 
Religious leaders no to deportations -------------~--~-~~~~-___________ 
ALC on death penalty -----------------~~------~~-~~~-~---~--- 
US NCC on religion in state-run schools ----------------~--~~-_________ 
Juvenaly predicts continued US-USSR church co-operation --------------- 
US church council considering major organizational changes ----------—- 
UCC “spirituality network" --------------------~~~-~---~~---~~~-________ 
Vatican rejects catechism ------~--------~---~~-~~~-~~-~~----~~~--______ 
Methodist bishops denounce nuclear build-up ------------------~~--__-__ 
English language liturgical consultation formed ---------------~~----—_- 
Denominations hold governing meetings -----------------~-~----~-~._____ 
Conference: church belongs in politics ---~------------~~----_--_-____ 
Ecumenical cable system launched in US -----------------------~~-_____. 
US religious leaders in Chile appeal -----------------~-~--~~~~-______. 
Electronic church in US studied -------------------~~--~-~-~--~~-_______ 
Buddhist and Christian scholars meet ------------~-----~--~~~~~-_______ 
US church group faces media criticism after Soviet tour -----------~--~- 
Greek Orthodox in the Americas meet -------------~~---~---~~----_______ 
Reformed meet in 'crisis' atmosphere ---------------~-----~----~--___ -_ 
Church presence at summer olympics -------------------------~--________ 
American Lutheran Yispanic Task Force —-------------------------~-~~___ 
World congress on religious liberty ----------------------------______ 
Letter from New York --------------------~----—--------~----------_-___ 
‘Community of communities' meets, discusses, shares -------------~------ 
Reformed synod: apartheid support by church is heresy ---------------- 
Seventh-day Adventists healthier —---------------~-~--~-~~----~-~-______ 
US NCC rebukes Reagan on prayer remark ------------------------~-~-~-__ 


Church blamed for US court decision against gay rights ----------------~ 
Ex priests, nuns propose “Ecumenical Catholic Diocese” -—--------------—- 
“User-friendly” Bible marketed in US ------------------------~--______. 


Social issues on American Lutheran agenda ----—----------------~---____ 
US NCC concerned about South Africa and Olympics ---------------~--~~~~_ 
Religion and government debated in US election ---------—--------~~~~__ 
Central American peace walk planned ---------------~-~~~-~~--~~~--______ 
Suit opposes US ambassador to Vatican ---------—---~--~------~--~~-_~__ 
Church group urges US to stay in Unesco -----------~---------~-~-~~____ 
Presbyterian group takes new approach to family ---------------------~_ 
OCA cool to Romanian Orthodox proposal --------------------—---~-~-~___ 
Brouwer nominated for US NCC post --------------------~--~-~-------~--~~- 
US NCC announces several meetings --------------------~-~~---~~-~~-~~___ 
Racial ethnic women in ministry confer -----------~----—--~--~-~~~~~-___ 
Church group considers sex, violence in media --------------~~-~--~____ 
US 'United Protestant' congregations ---~----------------—---—--------—~~ 
The sanctuary movement —--~---------------~-~--~-~~~~~---~--------______- 
The church and human rights --------------------~--------~~---~-----_-.- 
US black church leaders told they fail to teach the gospel ------------ 
RC theologians oppose monolithic approach on abortion ------------—-~—-~ 
USA Presbyterians adopt staff reporting guidelines ------------~~-~--~~— 
US religious reps differ on proposed Micronesia Treaty ---------------- 
US orthodoxy appealing to some from other traditions -------------~--~~~ 
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US black church leaders urged to have new vision ---------------------- 
US church.delegation visits Soviet. Union: ----------<<<-=-=--——-=- === -=— 
Church reps,.react..on;.civil.cights jdeféeate---- eS SS 
Coalition to ask Reagan to disavow Armageddon view ~----------=-=-—=--== 
Baptist:.smoking,.views. cause, conflictent.--— ee ee 
Methodists, Navajos hold “historic consultation” -------<-=-----------=- 
US Anglican bishops welcome religion-politics debate ------------------— 
US Presbyterians look at ‘feminization of poverty!’ ------------------=- 
Korean attorney gets World Methodist Peace Award -------------~--------- 
Pre~election letter from Argentina to US Christians ------------------- 
Olid: Catholic..bishopsi meet. terete eee 
Adventists..to,.vote,oniordaining-wonen 
US Lutherans approve law/conscience text ----—----9-9- 9-99 == === == 
Nobel winner Tutu outlines his vision of society to UN council -------- 
Rethink, on. .abortion..ceported.----——--————— SS 
‘Revised standard Bible version being revised -------------------------- 
General church agreement seen with US government on mid-east policies - 
USSR denies visa for member of [US] NCC delegation ----------~---------- 
US RCs bishops«discuss..aid,-econonic-policies:-——————— SS 
Council elects Brouwer, considers its structure --~-------~-------------— 
US church council speaks on national, world issues -------------------- 
"Sacred spaces' & ‘rumpus rooms': church architects debate buildings - 
‘Inclusive. lectionary..(part~two)-publisheds---———++=--= = 
US Anglican bishops issue 'study document' on abortion ---------------- 
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US Methodists examine fanily life ----~—--—--—--------------———3-—=>=—<= 
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Ol. 
Ol. 
01. 
03. 
03. 
04. 
04. 
04. 
07. 
OF” 
07. 


/continued... 


SS 
UNITY (continued) 


Unity steps voted by Indonesia church reps ~--~—~----------------~----__ 
Namibian Lutherans affirm fellowship ---------------~---~_-_-__________ 
US church unity steps projected ------------------~--~-~-______________ 


USSR 


Lutherans dedicate USSR church ~------------~----~--~-_______-______ 
Soviet religious peace commission -----------------~~~~~~~_____-_______ 
Dissident priest's cathedral funeral --—------------~~--~_-_____________ 
Bibles printed in USSR and Bulgaria -------------—~-—~---~~--~~~~~~______ 
US; Soviet Christians plan exchange visits ----~--------~----~---~~_--___ 
"Pravda" concerned about religious influence -----~----~--~~~-~~~._____ 
US Christians visit Soviet counterparts -----------=--------———— ~~~ 
Armenia and the World Council of Churches -------------~-----__________ 
NZ church team visits East Europe --~-------------—---------~-~-----___ 
Polish-Soviet church commission formed -------------~-----~----.________ 
US church delegation visits Soviet Union ---------------~-----_________ 
Soviets warn on religion ----------------~~-~---------- 
USSR denies visa for member of [US] NCC delegation -------------~-~~~~_ 
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Soviet party reported concerned about Orthodox millenium ------------~-~ 


URBAN RURAL MISSION 


What is Urban Rural Mission? ---------------------~-~-----------________ 


Zimbabwe council sets up committees ---------------~--------~--_________ 
URUGUAY 

Uruguay: new church role seen possible -—-------------~---~-~-~________ 
VIETNAM 

Church-state relations in Vietnam -—--------------------~---~--________ 
VIOLENCE/NON-VIOLENCE 

South African RC leader faces 'terrorism' charge -—-----------—---~----~- 
Peru Protestants meet --~----------~----~-----~~~---_-~--- 
Church meeting urged with SA government on violence ----------------——— 
Nicaraguan church agency reports attacks, asks help ---------------~~~~ 
South African church council warns on "spiral of violence ------------~- 
Chile church calls for day of fast, prayer -----------------~~-~-~--___ 
WALDENS IAN 

The pope's visit to the Lutheran church in Rome --------------------___ 
WOMEN 

US Orthodox women respond to issues ---------~------~--------~---______ 
Swedish church assembly's decision on women debated ----------------___ 
Women priests or church unity ---------------------~------__-___-___ 
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Swiss Old Catholics okay diaconal ordination for women =--------=-<--=-= 06. 98 
Reactions to Finnish Lutheran vote on women ----33----93—99399999 99 9=="-=- 06. 99 
WCC asks efforts to up women's participation ----------<---------------- 07.100 
Women's health - more than medical -—--------------------------------~-- 09. 63 
Women test-world-YWCA-Brble*stud ye ee ener nemrenmnnns | TG | 
Women's ordination proposed, studied --------~-----------=------------- 10. 04 
Racial ‘ethnic.wonen-ln-mintistrycou.er ars 10. .09 
Norwegian Lutherans establish women's committee ----------------------- 10.112 
US Presbyterians look at ‘feminization of poverty’ ----------------—---- 10.116 
Adventists. to.vote-on*ordaining’ vwouen ————— 
Zimbabwe. council sets*up ‘committees a SS eo Sm Ber AR 
Pacific women-o0rdained a ara en oe eas a iL deers 


WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES 


WARC On .BEM) eee ae 02. av 
Zwing1i*s-<questions-to~-today ‘s_enucca. 05. 26 
World reformed alliance appeals for its survival -------------—--------- Lie ae 


WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE (WCRP) 


BeACETCOUL CTC Cr ee 06. 56 
NCEP Seca lim for-se mim it ee ee 09. 34 
WORE aL rOD. DGC Lat aC LON create cate aac eee ee 09. 61 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


ECUPAST: EPS 50th anniversary --------------------—---------—---------01. 01-18 


ECUPAST 3" “EPS” SUC Ali. Vet sat ea a a ae OLstI=Z0 
Some “WCC “weetings CPEDLUSCy OLY pcs cen fea ee OT etek 
WCC appeal--renewed?——— ae er ranemrenanen weemmenrere | AE 5 Ee) 
POUCCGL an POPS COUL Cl erm er a a a eae OL...29 
Prayer FOr “Christ tar Ud Cy mere ee Ol. 46 
NZ OSB CAD 1 Gis OT WC rrr re rrr re rc rere rrr ee es OT 
Tributes -to<two-ectnenical:iats) Wi «1 
Tre wor id--fo0d 6202 6:0 re ic ee ee Ne Ol. 66 
Church) material-.aid-to- Polands == eae mas aeaemomminw cement), 
Worlds Council-official~appeals!on TntiaerTisits 02. 52 
Pope ¢o visit. WCC. on=d 26iane) Se —Se— 1 O02 .5.Do 
ERP ens CTO. ODL er ra rr een ee re a a nero AF aeiing o 
WOrid Council TD Comml Ct Ge mee 0 ie renee ea ma san ee 02. 86 
Problems of asylum-seekers at airports on churches' agenda ----------z- 02.118 
Anglican team in World Council visit ------------------—---——--—-----—--— Oyen Be) 
Programme reviewed, election process established by WCC --------------- os pil 
WCC sends Middle East, South Africa messages ------------~-------------- 03. 02 
Boerma named to WCC communications post ---------------------------—--- Wp 
WCC reactivates Kampuchea aid effort; asks US$ 2M -------------------- 03. 05 
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1984 WCC Pentecost message --------~------~~-----~~-~---__-_~--_______ 
Anniversary supplement: EPS at 50: the editors reflect -------------- 
NGO reps meet on world situation --------------~~~---~----~____________ 


Background on the African drought situation -------------------________ 
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WCC/RC Joint Consultative Group statement ------------------~~-~~~~_____ 
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Potter visits pope -------------~--~-----~~--~~--~~--- 
Quaker reflections on WCC sixth assembly --~-------------~--------~~~~~_~ 
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50 years ago Germans issued Barmen Declaration --------------~---~~~— ty 
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World Council official sends note re Sakharov --------------~-----~-~~_ 
WCC letter on the papal visit, 12 June -----------------------~________ 
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Pope John Paul II visits World Council of Churches --------------—~~—__ 
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Security tight for papal visit ------------------~~~~-~-~~_____________ 
ECUPAST: 25 and 50 years ago in EPS ——----------------~~-~~~~~_________ 
The papal visit - ecumenical expectations --------—---------—-—-----~--~__ 
WCC-RC relationships ---------------—-----~~~~-~~~~~-~~~~~__- 
WCC-RC relationships ---------~-----—------~~-~~-~~~-~~--- 
Pope John Paul II visits World Council of Churches -----------~-----~~~ 
WCC-Vatican joint statement --------------~---~-~~~~~~~~~_______ 
Address by Pope John Paul II, WCC, 12 June 1984 ----—--—-----~~--______ 
Address by General Secretary Philip Potter, WCC, 12 June 1984 --------- 
The pope at the WCC ~----~-----------—--~----~------- 
The pope at the WCC ---------~-------~~-----~~~~--- ~~~ 
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Pope assesses Swiss visit -------------------~~~~-~-~-~~-~~~~-__-__ 
Totem pole to be raised at World Council of Churches ------—--------~~~ 
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Israel and dialogue --------~-~------~--~--~------~~~~~-~~--~~---__-_- 
WCC-RCC joint group holds annual meeting --------~------------~~-~--_____ 
Church union surveyed; strong. contrasts seen —--------——-——-——~—__..._. 
World Council of Churches leader visits South Korea ----------------——~ 
WCC message on Eivind Berggrav's anniversary --------------------~~~~~_ 
Christian world communion executives meet, discuss ------------------—~ 
World Council of Churches' east Europe policy faulted -------------~~-~-~ 
potter visits China; church vitality. seen: ——---————-——~———-- ~~ 
World church team visits Nicaragua at election time ---------------~~~~ 
WCC speaks on SA action ------------------~--~~-—---~~+~-- 
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Witness & evangelism in securalized societies --------~-------~~.--—--__ 
Preliminary impressions of China ----------------~~~~~~~~--____-_._____ 
WCC message after Indira Gandhi's assassination -----------------——~-.— 
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Aspects of health -----------------~—---~---~~~-~-~-~--~--~ 
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Church delegation reports on 5-day Nicaragua visit ---------------~-~-~- 
WCC message on Chile situation ------------------~~~---~~--____________ 
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Peace and justice in north-east Asia —------------~—----~~~~--_________ 
WCC officers' statement on International Youth Year -----------------~~ 
1984 Christmas message -----------------~-~-~~~-~--~-~-~-~--___________ 
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Consultation begins working on explication of apostolic faith --------- 
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Worship —- indigenization/contextualization ----—-----------~--~--.._~_ 
Ecumenism & worship - local & international ------~~--—-----——~~~-_____ 
Two dreams for the future church —--------—~----~----—-~-—--~-~~--_____- 
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Women test world YWCA Bible study -----------—------~---~-~~~--~~--____ 


- 52 = 


YOUTH 

Rundpeanhresponses toe Sectape wer re ae ee ee 04. 28 
Asiavyouth assenbl ye IE eo 
Statement of ecumenical youth visitors to China --------------—=-9---=— 07. 62 
Africa church youth meeting considers Sudan, youth role ~--------------- 10. 03 
Youth assembly considers Asian issues, solidarity ----------9---<-<---=-- 10.102 
Ecumenical youth meet on rights of people -----------==-===<<9—==9==-== 10.103 
Final declaration of interregional youth meeting ---------------------- 10.124 
Zimbabwe-council+sétsup*conitteest <== eee 12. O30 
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SHOPTALK: 


This year we mark the 50th anniversary of Ecumenteal Press Service. It began 
in 1933/34 as International Christian Press Information Service. 


Arguably, there are two dates which could be called the start of EPS. In 
March 1934, an "information series" began under the auspices of the Ltfe and 
Work Movement. However, for half-a-year before that, ICPIS appeared under 
Life and Work auspices. And before that the Internattonal Chrtsttan Press 
Commission distributed tnformation on Life and Work, reproduced ecumentcal 
letters, organized exhtbittons and meetings, and even promoted Chrtsttan 
broadcasting. 


Five numbers of ICPIS appeared towards the end of 19388. (The ftrst one to 
be numbered, as "tssue three", ts dated November 1933.) They were more ltke 
eeunenteal letters than news stories, documenting espectally the negattve 
reactions to Nazi plans to make Aryan background mandatory for German 
Evangeltcal clergy. 


Until the second tssue of 1934, ICPIS matertal was exclustvely North Amertcan 
and European. That issue treated industrialtzatton in Africa, as well as 
reform of the League of Nattons and continuing German church-state confltct. 
With the beginning of the information serves, ICPIS tneluded two parallel 
sertes - informatton and articles. They eoextsted unttl the end of 1936, 
and were mixed tn the same sertes tn 1937-38. From 1939, tnformatton came 
to the fore. From the first tssue of 1947, ICPIS was renamed EPS. 


This EPS tneludes excerpts from EPS' 50 years. Other than the dectston to 
include the first of the tnformatton serves, and to make sure that no decade 
ts over-represented, the selecttons are random. Thts collection ts a small 
taste of what made ecumenteal news. In retrospect, some of tt may seem 
stlly or quatnt or trtivtal. 


This collection ts not a recapitulation of the ecumentcal highltghts of the 
last half-century as reported in EPS. (That we hope to have avatlable tn 
another form tn the course of this year. ) 


Although articles chosen have been condensed, thetr style and wording have 
been preserved. Spectal thanks to researcher Larry Jorgenson who ts ehtefly 
responstble for the selectton and the abrtdgting. 


Thomas Hartley Dorris 
Edttor 
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The Church and the Problem of the State 


The duties and limitations of the State will be discussed at an oecumenical 

study conference at St. Germain (Paris) from 8 to 14 April. This will mark 

the first practical application of extensive studies on the State undertaken 
in recent years by the Universal Christian Council of the Churches. 


The St. Germain conference will bring together leading theologians and legal 
experts, and will be attended by specialists from the major oecumenical move- 
ments. It will profit from preparatory work by the Churches of Denmark, 
Germany, France, England, Holland, Scotland, Sweden, Switzerland, Czecho- 
slovakia and the USA as well as the Orthodox Churches. 


The results of the conference will lay the foundations for a joint meeting of 
the Universal Christian Council and the World Alliance for International 
Friendship through the Churches, to be held in Denmark in August of this year. 
It is hoped that the August conference will open up possibilities for further 
study and research. 


Church Reunion Discussed in Poland 


The Orthodox dioceses of Warsaw and Holm held their first diocesan conference 
from 28 to 30 December in Warsaw. They passed a resolution on the need for 
Christian unity in the face of anti-Christian forces, which refers to the 
participation of Orthodox Archbishop Dionysius in the recent joint conference 
of Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant Churches and to the continuing interest 
of the Polish Orthodox in reunion. 


The resolution goes on to mention two main obstacles to the work of Polish 
Orthodox towards reunification. Their church has no legal status which has 
put it "in an-extremely difficult material situation". And parts of the 
country inhabited by the Orthodox "have been declared by the Roman Catholic 
Church her missionary field". 


Evangelistic Campaigns in French and Swiss Universities 


The French and Swiss Student Christian Movements have reported successful 
missions in Strasbourg, Montpellier, Geneva, Paris and Lyon. Several hundred 
students attended in each city, and large numbers took part in discussion 
groups. The organizers noted the unreserved and cordial collaboration of 
Roman Catholics during the Paris mission. Each evening a Roman Catholic 
speaker addressed the gathering with much authority and in full spiritual 
communion with the Protestant and Orthodox speakers. 


"Christ and World Friendship" Competition 


The Oecumenical Youth Commission has announced a European competition for 
essays on the theme "Christ and World Friendship". The Commission has already 
received enquiries from the extreme corners of Europe (USSR and Portugal). It 
has sent out 790 copies of the rules in German, 1,110 in English, 630 in 
French and 70 in Esperanto. There is also a Swedish edition in circulation. 
The Commission has extended the date up till which essays may be sent in, to 
31 May 1934. 


Indian Women's Vote for Peace 


Two hundred Indian women from Hindu, Mohammedan, Parsi and Christian commun- 
ities met in Calcutta between Christmas and New Year to discuss social, 
educational and political advance. Among their many resolutions was a condem- 
nation of war as a crime against humanity. 
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Austria The Evangelical Church Situation 


Superintendent Heinzelmann of the Austrian Evangelical Church has reacted to 
Chancellor Schusnigg's Easter Message to the Ostmark Storm Troops. In the 
message the Chancellor stated that the Storm Troops could not content them- 
selves with being anti-Liberal or anti-Evangelical; they also had to be pro- 
Catholic. In a letter to the Chancellor, Henzelmann referred to anxiety among 
Austrian Evangelicals caused by the message. It had led some to believe that 
the Chancellor condoned the anti-Evangelical attitude of the Storm Troops, he 
observed. 


The Superintendent spoke of the need for a strong, united front against 
"attacks from every quarter". This would ideally include both Roman Catholics 
and Evangelicals. He said the Evangelicals did not wish to be "tolerated 
people in Catholic Austria", as their fathers had been, but rather "good 
Austrians and loyal German Evangelical Christians". 


Belgium Oecumenical Efforts 


The Belgian National Council of the World Alliance for International Friend- 
ship through the Churches has instituted a study group on man, community, 
state and church. The group, which numbers thirty young people, meets at 
Brussels. The idea has been met with great interest, and there are hopes that 
it will spread to a wider sphere. An inter-ecclesiastical service has also 
taken place at Brussels, on the Thursday before Easter. Representatives of 
the Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist and Methodist Episcopal Churches as well as 
the Salvation Army attended. 


Germany Seminar on the Churches' Mission to the People 


Thirty church workers from throughout Germany have taken part in a five-week 
seminar designed to prepare them for Mission to the People. Under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Kiinneth, the seminar began on 26 April at Spandau. The Darlicip: 
ants studied the Bible, dogmatics, ethics, apologetics, church history and 
home missions. Time was allowed for practical work and personal study. They 
praised the manner in which the seminar had become a community, as well as its 
Christian way of life and liturgical services. 


India A Service of Real Unity 


A Khasi deacon was ordained to the priesthood during a bilingual service at 

the Shillong station church on 23 April. Khasis from Shillong and neighbour- 
ing villages, a few Bengalis, and several English residents and visitors 
attended. The Epistle, Gospel and Litany were in Khasi, while the examination, 
exhortation and words of ordination were said in English. The Creed, Confes- 
sion and Gloria were said in the language most familiar to the participant. 

The service was reported as having given a peaceful realization that the 
sacraments transcended all differences of race and language. 


New Zealand Christian Pacifist Society 


An undenominational Christian Pacifist Society has been formed in Wellington 
for the purpose of presenting the Christian pacifist position to the Govern- 
ment, church courts and public opinion. The Society will also prepare plans 
of action for emergency situations. The Society will base itself on the 
Absolute Peace Covenant rejected by the Methodist Conference. 
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A Great Christian Leader on the Oxford Conference, 1937 


Dr. John R. Mott, Chairman of the International Missionary Council and the 
World's Committee of YMCA's, has been travelling for six months in the Far and 
Near East. Explaining why his travels had left him optimistic, Dr. Mott said 
that if he believed religious bodies and other constructive forces had done all 
they could to avert the perils that are impending, he would be pessimistic 
about the situation. "But I see more clearly now than I ever saw, that none of 
them have done one tenth of what they might have done, and that is why I am 
bound to be optimistic" declared Dr. Mott. 


The church leader puts much hope in the World Conference on Church, Community 
and State to be held at Oxford in July. He sees it as an opportunity to learn 
how to listen to one another. According to Mott, that sounds like a truism. 
"But we are not doing it. We are all so absorbed in our own problems. Then we 
shall begin to learn from one another." 


Dr. Mott went on to say that there should be a strong representation of laymen 
at the Conference. 'Laymen are more practical than ecclesiastics. Unless there 
are enough laymen to go back to the hurly burly of life and set an example 
which shall be contagious among their fellow laymen, the findings of the 
Conference will be but an idle dream."' Previous issues of ICPIS have indicated 
the collaboration of leading jurists, sociologists, pedagogical experts and 
other specialists in the study groups preparing the Conference. lLaymen may 
also be among the one hundred delegates chosen by the Universal Christian 
Council, or by the churches themselves. 


Some International Conferences to be Held in the Summer of 1937 


Organizations for peace and international cooperation are planning conferences 
in different countries this summer. The International Institute for Intellectual 
Cooperation will conduct sessions on an international order from 28 June to 

28 July in Paris. The International Federation of League of Nations Societies 
will hold a conference on education, economic and social questions, and 
political and juridical problems from 28 June to 3 July in Bratislava. The 
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom will discuss "A New Inter- 
national Regime" from 27 to 31 July at Luhacovice, Czechoslovakia. And the 
Church Peace Union is preparing the World Conference for International Peace 
through Religion, which will meet in September at Geneva. 


The 21st International Anti-Alcohol Congress 


The 21st International Anti-Alcohol Congress will meet from 12 to 17 September 
in Warsaw. The President of the Polish Republic is sponsoring the event and 
Dr. W. Chozka, former Polish minister of health will serve as chairman of the 
organizing committee. Polish specialists, who have been particularly active 
in alcohol research, will present various aspects of the problem. Religious 
services in Roman Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox Churches will precede the 
opening session. Minister Slotemaker de Bruine, Chairman of the World Anti- 
Alcohol Union, and Dr. Hlond, the Cardinal Primate of Poland, will address the 
Congress. 


USA Federal Council to Establish Church Unity Commission 


The Executive Committee of the Federal Council of Churches has agreed to 
establish a commission for the study of Christian unity. At its 2 April meet- 
ing the Committee decided that the new commission should assure a continuing 
education programme which would promote attitudes favourable to Christian unity. 
Emphasis will go to the production of education material, and the building of 
the new concern for unity into religious education curricula. 
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Great Britain Church Leaders and Social Security 


The Archbishop of Canterbury spoke strongly in favour of the Beveridge Plan 
during a 25 February 1943 debate in the House of Lords. He said that since 
the plan applied to all classes of the population, it provided an occasion to 
manifest national fellowship. He also stressed the symbolic value that a 
Ministry of Social Security would have. The next day the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York explained why the church took part inApolweicel discuss 
sions and why it supported social security for all. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury said that the true end of life could only be realised if the 

right means were chosen. The Archbishop of York said that the Beveridge Plan 
could eliminate the causes of poverty. 


France Internment of Pastors 


MM. Theiss and Trocmé, pastors of the French Reformed Church at Le Chambon sur 
Lignon, have been interned. Their church was a well-known centre of Protes- 
rant activity. 


USA Jewish Leaders on a Just and Durable Peace 


A conference of one hundred Jewish leaders, held at Hebrew Union College 
(Cincinnati) from 21 to 23 December, called for a just and durable peace. The 
conference voted to ask the United Nations' help in reconstruction, which was 
seen to be beyond the capacities of the Jewish communities themselves. On the 
question of a durable peace, the conference said that peace could only come 
with reconciliation. According to the Jewish leaders, peace "is concerned 
with the destruction of evil rather than of the evildoer". They said a durable 
peace would have to be "based upon the voluntary association of nations as 
equals within a world community, regardless of past moral offences, of which no 
nation is entirely blameless". 


Africa Record Demand for Christian Literature 


The Anglican publishing house Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge has 
reported an unprecedented demand for literature in native African languages. 

A spokesman said that despite the difficulty of getting supplies, the sales of 
books through East African bookshops had beaten all records. Paper was 
especially in short supply, and the American Episcopoal Church was sending 
several tons. ‘But when every possible book has been printed locally, and 
others have been imported from India, the demand is still unsatisfied", the 
spokesman went on to say. 


Great Britain Christian Fellowship 


The Christian Fellowship in War-Time is now reported to number 700, with 
members scattered throughout England. The Fellowship promotes contact between 
British Christians and German Christians who are refugees there. German 
refugee pastors were taking an active part in the Fellowship, and were kept 
very busy visiting parishes. 


Germany Christian Patriotism 


Cardinal Archbishop Bertram of Breslau has urged the faithful of his diocese 


"to work while it is day". In his Lenten letter for 1943, the Cardinal expres- 
sed thanks and gratitude to the men and women who "even in an unbelieving 
environment confess their faith... and firmly reject temptations to resign 


from the Church". The Cardinal said that Christian duty included charitable 
work as well as witness. Even when political authorities worked for the welfare 
of their people, the charitable work of the church remained an "indispensable 
duty: 3 
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Sweden The 1944 General Assembly of the Church of Sweden 
wmecen Se eae BSN YO Ce Our cn Of oweden 


2,600 parish-delegates and guests from throughout the country attended the 
recent general assembly of the Church of Sweden. Various speakers drew the 
attention of church members to the enormous tasks that would confront them 
when peace comes. Archbishop Eidem of Uppsala opened the assembly by remind- 
ing those gathered that "our Christian conscience must keep us constantly 
alert in the face of all that is happening in the world about us". "Might is 
not right, power is not justice" the Archbishop continued. Topics discussed 
included the role of the church as watchman, and its relief work after the war. 


Bible Department of the World Council of Churches 
eee ee ee ee ee hee OUnels OF Cnurenes 


The American and British Bible Societies have delegated the printing of several 
translations to the Bible Department of the WCC. Since December 1943 the Bible 
Department has published: 7,000 Bibles and 12,000 New Testaments in Italian; 
20,000 Gospels and 7,500 New Testaments and Psalms in Serbian; 1,000 New 
Testaments in Armenian; 3,000 Bibles and 5,000 New Testaments in Czechs; and 
30,000 New Testaments in French. In addition, 6,000 copies of St. Matthew's 
Gospel in Malagassy and 6,000 copies of St. Mark's Gospel in French were 
published last winter for prisoners of war. 6,000 Bibles and 12 ,000 New 
Testaments in Polish will be printed this summer. 


Hungary Christians and Jews 


The bishops of the Hungarian Protestant Churches have made representations 
concerning new government measures on Jews. Although it was observed that the 
new measures treated Jews as outcasts, the contents of the bishops' represen- 
tations were not disclosed. 


Netherlands Towards a New Church Order 


Leaders of the Dutch Reformed Church have agreed to cooperate on a new church 
order. The General Synod, which met from 24 to 26 April 1944, decided 
unanimously to promote a national synod that would work towards those reforms. 
When the national synod comes together, it will be the first since the Synod 
of Dordrecht in 1618. 


Lithuania Murder of Archbishop Sergius of Vilna 


The Orthodox Archbishop of Vilna, Metropolitan Sergius, is reported to have 
been murdered last May. The Archbishop, who was also Exarch of Estonia and 
Latvia, took over the church administration of the Baltic States left to the 
Soviet Union by the German-Russian treaty. He won the sympathy of the 
population and remained at his post under the German occupying power. 


China Oecumenism in War-torn China 


The Secretary for Free China of War Prisoners' Aid (of the World's Committee 
of YMCA's) visited an internment camp for Roman Catholic missionaries in 
August 1943. Mr. N. Arne Bendtz reported spending several days with German 
and Italian missionaries in Nuihsiang and Sichuan. The internees told of 
Roman Catholic and Protestant missionaries having been brought together and 
challenged to practise Christian charity. Roman Catholic Principal 

Dr. P.A. Pott said that Catholic and Protestant missionaries often depended 
on each other's help. 
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Lutheran World Convention and World Council of Churches 


The Relief Committee of the Lutheran World Convention, meeting in Stockholm on 

1 and 2 February 1946, appointed Dr. S. Michelfelder (USA) to represent the 
Convention at the World Council of Churches. Dr. Michelfelder, who is Executive 
Secretary of the Convention, also heads the Division for Material Aid in the 
Reconstruction Department of the World Council of Churches. It is hoped that 
his latest appointment will help to coordinate the work of the two bodies. 


Japan Establishment of Christian Universities 


A group of Christians meeting in Tokyo has announced plans to build two 
Christian universities, one in Seoul, Korea and the other in an as yet undeter- 
mined location in Japan proper. Prince Ri, a Korean nobleman in the Japanese 
court, has made an initial gift of one million yen towards their founding. 
Christian education in Japan has normally confined itself to the lower grades 
and sub-university training. Christians have built only two universities in 
the past seventy years: St. Paul's University (Episcopal) in Tokyo and 
Doshisha (Congregational) in Kyoto. 


Spain No Evangelical Education 


A correspondent in Spain reports that Protestant youth are not likely to benefit 
from Government measures granting limited freedom of conscience and worship., 
The Elementary Education Act passed by the Spanish Cortes in July 1945 states 
that a strong Catholic spirit must infuse the whole of Spanish education. 
Catholic ecclesiastical authorities would provide spiritual supervision. The 
correspondent also notes that "Protestant schools in Spain remain as great an 
impossibility as ever". 


Great Britain Bishop of Chichester against Transfer of Populations 


The Bishop of Chichester has called the attention of the House of Lords to the 
mass transfer of Germans from Poland, Czechoslovakia and the East of Germany. 
In his address of 3 January 1946 the Bishop estimated that 14 million persons 
were involved, and asserted that the Potsdam agreement on orderly and humane 
transfer was being violated. The Bishop saw the transfer as a denial of human 
rights and compared it to the mass deportations of civilian populations for 
which National Socialists were on trial at Nuremburg. He also referred to "the 
incalculable danger to the future peace of Europe created by the flaming 
national resentment which is bound to arise”. 


Sweden "Sport" Chaplain 


The Swedish press announces that a hotel at the winter sport resort of Storlien 
has hired a young sport-loving minister as house chaplain. 


Switzerland Broadcast of Ecumenical Service 


The ecumenical service that will take place at St. Peter's Cathedral in Geneva 
on 20 February will be broadcast the following Sunday, 24 February, at 10.00 am 
Swiss time. (Radio Sottens 443.01 m or 677 kc). 


Austria The Evangelical Church Joins the World Council 


The Evangelical Church of Austria has accepted the invitation to join the Wor 1d 
Council of Churches. Formerly a member of the German Evangelical Church 
Federation, the church became part of the German Evangelical Church in 1939. 

It constituted itself as a separate body in 1945. 
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Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, has been pressing the United Nations' General Assembly in 
Paris for a binding international agreement on human rights. Dr. Nolde has 
informed the United Nations of the World Council of Churches' endorsement of 
such an agreement, made at its first Assembly at Amsterdam. Dr. Nolde told 
the United Nations' Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee that the World 
Council of Churches found the present draft declaration "neither binding nor 
enforceable" It represented the minimum, he went on to say. 


Dr. Nolde stressed that "if the General Assembly sees fit to adopt a 
Declaration of Human Rights at its present session, it should formally commit 
the United Nations to the completion of a Covenant (binding agreement), to be 
submitted to the member states for their ratification". 


Rumania The Fate of the Uniate Church 


The head of the Orthodox Church of Rumania, Patriarch Justinian, has announced 
that Uniate Christians have severed their ties with Rome and joined the 
Rumanian Orthodox Church. The Uniates, who number about 1,250,000, were united 
with Rome in 1697. They are reported as having 1,725 churches and more than 
700 priests headed by a metropolitan and four bishops. Although Patriarch 
Justinian had been urging Uniates to return to Orthodoxy, many Uniates are 

said to oppose the move. The representatives of Uniate priests who took the 
step at a 1 October meeting at Cluj appealed to Uniate believers to accept 
their decision. 


USA Stanley Jones' Crusade for Church Union 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones has launched a nation-wide campaign to promote a federal 
church union (see EPS, No. 42, 1947). He reports having received an encourag- 
ing response to his second crusade during September, and that a national con- 
vention will be held next autumn. Dr. Jones said that "people are beginning 
to see that you can have union now under the federal union plan. Where they 
understand the plan, they have responded almost 100 per cent." 


Japan The Japan Student Christian Movement 


Dr. Winburn Thomas, Reconstruction Secretary for the World Student Christian 
Federation in the Far East, reports that the Japanese SCM held a joint 
national YMCA-YWCA conference at Tozanso this summer. Dr, Thomas saw the 
Major value of the conference in its promotion of the YMCA and YWCA as self- 
conscious student movements. He noted the post-war growth of the SCM in Japan, 
which he called "missions without missionaries". On volunteer and student 
initiative, a total of 160 YMCA's and 22 YWCA's have been formed during the 
past two years. 


Follow-up of the Amsterdam Assembly 


Thanks to meetings organised in every country, church members have been getting 
an insight into the work done by the Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
at Amsterdam. In Paris: a very large audience met in the Temple de 1'Oratoire 
on 7 October to hear Amsterdam described as a "miracle". In Dublin: the Arch- 
bishop of that city chaired two meetings on 1 October during which the interest 
of the Irish Churches in the ecumenical movement was apparent. In Strasbourg: 
the French Protestant Federation is organising a meeting where 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft will speak. Dr. Visser 't Hooft will also address a 

4 November meeting in Geneva. The Assembly film will be shown for the first 
time, and those present will hear gramophone records of some Assembly speeches. 
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Germany European Laymen's Conference 


Members of the European Laymen's Conference in Bad Boll attended an ecumenical 
worship service with local villagers on Sunday morning. The congregation came 
from the Anglican, Orthodox, Protestant and Old Catholic Churches of seventeen 
countries. The conference also heard several speakers on the contemporary 
witness of the laity. It later broke into nine study groups, each of which 
prepared a statement on one aspect of that theme. 


Executive Committee of the CCIA 


A report presented to the Executive Committee of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs on 30 July has noted the increased commitment of 
Christian groups to international peace and justice. It says that "foundations 
are being laid for world-wide Christian participation in international affairs", 
including four new national commissions (in France, Italy, Japan and Norway) and 
expanded work on the part of several older national commissions. 


Describing the activities of the CCIA during 1950-51, the report emphasizes 
bringing "Christian influence to bear on international efforts to uphold order 
and justice and to preserve the fragile fabric of peace. The report also 
discusses preparatory work for the Second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, to be held in Evanston, USA, probably in 1954. The present meeting 
will also consider the implications of two new developments: cease-fire 
negotiations in Korea, and the draft peace treaty for Japan. 


Lutheran World Federation Executive Committee 


The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation, meeting in Geneva 
from 23 to 30 July, has approved plans for the 1952 Lutheran World Assembly in 
Hannover. The Committee also called for the creation of a department of 
Lutheran World Service, to coordinate the activities of member churches in all 
branches of relief, inter-church aid and service to refugees. 


Italy Protestant Broadcast Restored 


The Broadcast Control Commission of Italy has voted to restore the Evangelical 
Churches' fifteen minute Sunday morning programme. Senator Mario Riccio com- 
plained that the Protestant service was "insidious propaganda" (see EPS, no. 27, 
1951). The Federal Council of the Evangelical Churches of Italy sent a 
petition to the Broadcast Control Commission, asking that the service be 
maintained. 


Pakistan Christians Demand Greater Recognition 


The All-Pakistan Christian League has submitted demands for greater recognition 
of Christians to the Chief Minister of the Punjab. According to Religious News 

Service (New York) the League demanded that Pakistani Christians be recognised 

as a distinct religious community and not simply as "non-Moslems" or "others". 

Also included were demands for equal rights to land, benefits and education. 


United Bible Societies 


The United Bible Societies have reported an increase in their annual 
distribution of Bibles, New Testaments and portions. 21,800,227 were dispensed 
in 1950, an increase of two million over 1949 and four million over 1948. The 
American and British Bible Societies supplied the great majority of Scriptures 
distributed in Asia, Africa and South America. 
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Third World Conference on Faith and Order/Lund (Sweden) 
SE ee On Fa ten ‘anc Urcery Lund) (oweden 


250 delegates from churches of different traditions and countries will attend 
the third world conference on Faith and Order, to be held at Lund from 15 to 
29 August. After a preliminary conference at Geneva in 1920, the first world 
conference on Faith and Order was held at Lausanne in 1927 and the second at 
Edinburgh in 1937. The third differs from its predecessors in that it is 
being convened as part of the World Council of Churches. As a consequence of 
the change, the Lund conference can afford to be smaller than its predecessors. 
Since church leaders have the opportunity to meet at World Council Assemblies, 
a conference on Faith and Order can gather those more immediately concerned 
with theological differences. 


History of the Ecumenical Movement 


The Editorial Secretary of the History Committee, Miss Ruth Rouse, has repor- 
ted that the first draft of the History of the Ecumenical Movement will be 
ready in a few weeks' time. In preparation for more than five years, the 
History will profit from the immense research efforts of sixteen scholars. 

It will survey all movements towards closer fellowship between Christians 

and towards church union since the Reformation. 


Guide to Inter-Church Aid Projects 


The Department of Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of Churches has issued 
"A visitor's Guide to Church-Aided Projects in Europe in 1952". The editor, 
James Ryberg, explained that the booklet is for the use of American visitors 
and their "hosts" in Europe. The booklet contains information on projects in 
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Saar, 
Trieste and Yugoslavia as well as addresses of various headquarters. 


Columbia American Presbyterian Protest against Persecution of Protestants 
volumbia American tresbyterian trotest against rersecution of Protestants 


The Presbyterian Church, USA, has voiced a "vigorous protest" against the per- 
secution of Protestant people in Columbia. Meeting in General Assembly from 
22 to 28 May, the Presbyterians said "this persecution is not only a denial of 
human rights, but is also a violation of the principles of religious freedom 

as expressed in the Constitution of Columbia, the Charter of the United Nations 
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights". The Evangelical Confederation 
of Churches in Columbia has issued three documented reports on 66 cases of 
persecution including forced attendance at mass and damage to homes and 
churches. 400 more cases have been investigated and are in the process of 
documentation. 


Finland Visit of the President of the United Bible Societies 


The President of the United Bible Societies, Bishop Eivind Berggrav, has 
visited Finland and unveiled a monument in memory of Michael Agricola, who 
first translated the Bible into Finnish. The ceremony took place on Ascension 
day in front of Turku cathedral, and was attended by representatives of the 
Government. Bishop Berggrav also visited the Finnish Bible Society in Turku 
and Helsinki, and the Finnish Home Mission in Piesdm4ki, where the society has 
its printing facilities. 

USA Evangelical Lutherans to Urge Adoption of Union Proposals 
The Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church has recommended adoption of 
proposals paving the way for merger of five bodies in the American Lutheran 


Conference. The Evangelical Lutheran Church will consider the proposals at 
its twentieth general convention, to be held at Minneapolis in June. 
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India Dr Rajah B. Manikam Consecrated as Fourth Bishop of Tranquebar 


Dr Rajah B. Manikam was consecrated Bishop of Tranquebar on 14 January. He 
is the first Indian to hold the office. Early that morning a procession of 
100 bishops, pastors and Lutheran church leaders from seventeen countries 
filed slowly to the old Danish fort in Tranquebar, where the service took 
place. It was held in Tamil, and 2,000 people attended. Later in the day 
Bishop Manikam said "we now stand on the threshold of a new era... which 
demands that the church in every land, while rooted in Christ, also be 
related to its own soil". 


Switzerland Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


The Ecumenical Council of Geneva observed the Universal Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (18 to 25 January) by daily prayer services and an ecumenical 
service on Sunday. Similar ecumenical services were held in many other 
places in Stitzerland. 


Germany Critical Church-State Tension Develops 


The Ministry for Home Affairs of the German Democratic Republic has prohibited 
workers in the Railway-Station Mission from having contact with West Berlin 
and Western Germany. The Minister-President's press office explained that the 
Station Mission was felt to be part of "a far-reaching system of espionage”. 
Church circles in Berlin have protested the charge of espionage and insist 
that the work of the Station Mission is purely charitable. 


Bolivia Violence in Bolivia 


The London-based Evangelical Alliance has reported that mission property in 
La Paz, Bolivia was stoned during a conference held there recently. Damage 
included broken windows. This is the second reported incidence of violence 
in La Paz in three months. Early in October a Youth for Christ conference 
was disrupted. On that occasion zone police failed to respond to three 
telephone calls and a personal appearance requesting protection. The US 
Embassy was then informed, and within half an hour police arrived. 


USA Reform of Church Appeals Urged 


The head of the stewardship department of the Presbyterian Church, USA, the 

Rev. Dr John Peters, has criticized "flimsy" and "false" motives used in 

church fund raising campaigns. Speaking at the second annual interdenomina- 
tional Every Member Canvass Conference held from 4 to 5 January, Dr Peters 

said that "such appeals as ‘Beat Communism’, 'Make the world safe from the 
atomic bomb', and 'Preserve the pride of our denomination' are pretty thin 
reasons for church giving". Associate executive director of the National 
Council's department of stewardship and benevolence, the Rev. Arthur O. Rinden, 
also criticized patterns of church giving. Rinden told the Conference that 

too many US church-goers think the church is "a country club with minimum dues". 


Spain Seminary Reported Closed 


Agence France Presse has published a dispatch from its Madrid correspondent 
indicating that the United Theological Seminary in that city was closed by 
Spanish authorities on 23 January. According to the correspondent, the 
authorities gave no reason for the action. At present writing, church sources 
have neither confirmed nor denied the dispatch, datelined 24 January. 
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Constantinople Ecumenical Patriarch Replies to Pope 


The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople has replied to appeals by the Pope 
for the return of Eastern Christians to unity with the Holy See. In his new 
year message to the members of his Holy Synod, the Patriarch responded to 
references made by the Pope at his enthronement last October and repeated at 
Christmas. The Patriarch found it appropriate that the Pope would turn his 
attention to the East "around the Epiphany of our Saviour and Lord Jesus 
Christ, who manifested himself in the East''. Commenting on the exchange, 
the Athens paper Kathimerini noted Orthodox participation in the World Council 
of Churches. Indeed, the Athens comment continues, "it could be possible for 
unity between Orthodoxy and Protestantism to be furthered and for union with 
the church of the West to follow". 


Germany Professor Schlink on Atomic Warfare 


Professor Edmund Schlink (Heidelberg) has appealed to Christians to do every- 
thing in their power to prevent atomic warfare. Speaking at Darmstadt to a 
hundred pastors from the Province of Hesse, Dr Schlink said that Christians 
should urge their governments to take unilateral steps to prove their desire 
for peace. Those unilateral moves could include stopping atomic tests, 
ceasing to stockpile weapons, refusing to equip new countries with such 
weapons, and pledging not to use atomic weapons for aggressive purposes, 

Dr Schlink went on. Schlink also called for the fellowship in the church of 
those who oppose atomic weapons and those who advocate them. Neither stand 
set. people free from responsibility, he said. 


Great Britain New Translation of New Testament Completed 


The translation of the New Testament into current English, a project under- 
taken with the authority of all the major churches in Britain except the 
Roman Catholic Church, has been completed. Completion of the New Testament 
translation is the first stage of the work of translating the whole Bible. 
Work is proceeding on the Old Testament and the Apocrypha. When completed, 
the Bible will be in the English of today, free from the archaic language of 
the Authorized Version. 


The Philippines Filipino Bishop Bans YMCA Membership for Catholics 


The Roman Catholic bishop in the Cotabato area of the southern Philippines, 
Gerard Mongeau, has banned Catholics from joining the YMCA and from particip- 
ation in the organization's conferences, forums and training courses. 

Bishop Mongeau claimed that "these activities deceived several Catholics 
because the real purpose in getting them to participate was to convert them 
to Protestantism". Joining the bishop in his denunciation of the YMCA were 
members of the faculty of Notre Dame College, one of the outstanding Jesuit 
institutions in the province. Formerly a citadel of Islam, Cotabato is today 
a centre of Jesuit activity. 


Burma WSCF Begins World Study Drive in Asia 


The World Student Christian Federation has held a ten-day conference at 
Rangoon, with the theme "God's People in God's World". Christian university 
students, delegates and speakers from twenty-five Asian countries and other 
parts of the world took part in the conference, the first in a world-wide 
study programme on the Life and the Mission of the Church. Similar confer- 
ences on other continents will lead up to a World Teaching Conference in 
Europe in July 1960. 
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POPE PAUL RECEIVES OBSERVERS 
ATTENDING VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) - Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican observers attending the Second 
Vatican Council have been received by Pope Paul VI in his private library, 

and exchanged with him assurances of dedication to Christian unity. Speaking 
for the 66 observers, Prof. K.E. Skydsgaard (Copenhagen) said they were 
"relieved" to see that the Pope does not hold to "a naively optimistic or 
superficial ecumenism which appears to think that the visible union of 
Christians can be quickly achieved". Dr Skydsgaard, representing the Lutheran 
World Federation, told the Pontiff that his words at the opening of the 
Council's second session on 29 September testified to a sober and realistic 
view of Christian unity. 


Sources noted that Pope John XXIII had received observers at the beginning of 
the first session of the Council. But since none of them had been invited to 
speak, this audience was an innovation by Paul VI. 


BASUTOLAND ROMAN CATHOLICS, PROTESTANTS 
HOLD INTER-CHURCH DISCUSSIONS 


(Roma, Basutoland) - A series of inter-church discussions has begun in 
Basutoland, according to the international Roman Catholic news agency Fides. 

A joint conference sponsored by the Christian Student Movement and Pax Romano, 
a Roman Catholic Students' movement, was held at Pius XII College, Roma on 

5 October. A conference on ecumenism will be held at the Paris Evangelical 
Mission Headquarters on 9 November. Another conference on christology is 
planned for February 1964. 


INTERRACTAL GROUP SENTENCED FOR TRYING 
TO ATTEND WORSHIP AT MISSISSIPPI CHURCH 


(Jackson, Miss.) - Three young women - two Negro and one white - have been 
arrested and convicted here on charges of trespassing and disturbing public 
worship after they tried to attend a Worldwide Communion Sunday service in a 
local Methodist church. Fines of $1,000 and one-year jail terms were imposed 
on each of the girls, who are students at nearby Tougaloo Southern Christian 
College. At present they are free on $1,000 appeal bonds provided by two 
national agencies of the Methodist Church. The three girls made up one of 
several interracial groups that tried to attend services at white churches 
that Sunday. The others were not arrested, although they were said to have 
been turned away from a Presbyterian, a Christian (Disciples of Christ) and 
two Lutheran Churches. 


JAPANESE CLERGY OPPOSE PORT 
CALL BY US ATOMIC SUB 


(Tokyo) - Some 1,000 Japanese clergymen have sent an appeal to President 
Kennedy urging the US to give up plans to have ports of call in this country 
for American atomic-powered submarines. 


GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS HONOUR 
DR VISSER 'T HOOFT 


(Arnoldshain, West Germany) - Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, was honoured here by West German Protestant 
leaders on the occasion of his 25th anniversary in the WCC post. During the 
ceremonies Dr Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKID) hailed the Dutch-born WCC leader as a "prophet" of 
Christian unity. 
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VETERAN CHURCH LEADER CHALLENGES 
WORLD CONFERENCE ON CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


(Geneva) - Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, has challenged participants at the World Conference on Church and 
Society to work out dimensions of a world society in whi ob each nation feels 
responsible for the welfare of all others. Dr Visser 't Hooft spoke at the 
12 July opening session of the conference, of which the WCC is sponsor. 
Distinguished laymen and church leaders from every continent heard the veteran 
ecumenical leader urge the churches to confront the realities of the rapidly 
Rbaaging social situation. Dr Visser 't Hooft also expressed the hope that 
"we can speak a relevant common word on the urgent social questions and thus 
demonstrate that in the Gospel we find the force to transcend national, 
racial, or ideological concerns or interests". The conference, which lasts 
until 25 July, has brought together politicians, government leaders, 
economists, businessmen, church leaders and others from eighty countries. 


DICARWS POINTS TO "AWFUL DILEMMA" 
CHURCHES MAY FACE IN NEXT DECADE 


(Sanwick, England) - A consultation called here by the World Council of 
Churches' Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service has ended 
with a reminder that the churches may have to pay a price for fighting for 
social and economic justice. The Director of DICARWS, Dr Leslie E. Cooke, 
expressed his conviction that "in the next decade the churches, their service 
agencies, and their missionary eee ne ses will have to face again and again the 
awful dilemma of whether to say 'no''to vast resources which might meet the 
needs of multitudes to save compromise with policies which are calculated to 
stave off the social and economic revolution". The consultation, which 
considered the probable pattern of the next ten years, brought together 
nearly 300 representatives of church service agencies from all parts of the 
world. 


AMERICAN CHURCH UNION UPHOLDS 
RIGHT OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 


(Chicago) - An international seminar of the American Church Union - the Anglo- 
Catholic wing of the Anglican Communion —- endorsed here the principles of 
civil disobedience and the right of a Christian to make a conscientious stand 
for or against war. The seminar also supported, in principle, church unity 
and liturgical reforms. It called for continuing efforts against poverty and 
racial discrimination, and for higher Christian moral standards. 


WORLD CONGREGATIONALIST, 
PRESBYTERIAN BODIES TO UNITE 


(Swansea, Wales) - The International Congregational Council voted unanimous ly 
here to unite with the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. The ICC repres— 
ents more than three million members of congregationally organized churches. 
The Reformed Alliance represents ten million members under the Presbyterian 
form of church government. The discussions on union began in 1958, and were 
helped by the fact that 75 per cent of all Congregationalists and more than 
half of all Presbyterians throughout the world were involved in church unions, 
the council said. 


Great Britain (In Brief item) 

The Archbishop of Canterbury led a service of intercession for peace in Vietnam 
at Westminster Abbey, London on 7 July. The service took place three hours 
before the House of Commons debate on the implications of extended US bombing. 
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FIRST ROMAN CATHOLIC/WCC CONFERENCE 
ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SET 


(Geneva) - The first conference on world economic development to be sponsored 
jointly by the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Pontifical 
Commission on Justice and Peace will be held from 22 to 28 April 1968. Plans 
for the conference, which will probably take place in Africa, were announced 
simultaneously here and in Rome on 30 October by officers of the RCC/WCC 
Exploratory Committee on Society, Development and Peace.. 


INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT CONDEMNS 
ANTI-CHRISTIAN DEMONSTRATIONS 


(The Hague) - Officials of the Indonesian Government have strongly criticized 
recent anti-Christian demonstrations by Moslem groups. They said that such 
acts would not be tolerated. The Indonesian Council of Churches and leading 
Moslem spokesmen meanwhile appealed for reconciliation between Moslems and 
Christians, and suggested that friendly contacts be extended. 


ECUMENICAL NATURE OF REFORMATION 
OBSERVANCES IS HAILED 


(Wittenberg) - Observances in the German Democratic Republic (GDR) marking 
the 450th anniversary of the Reformation began here on 29 October with ser- 
vices in three churches and an ecumenical youth rally that drew 1,600 young 
people. Welcoming guests from Germany and abroad, Bishop Johannes Jaenicke 
of Magdeburg said ''the churches in the GDR have not experienced such wide 
ecumenical fellowship since the Leipzig Kirchentag in 1954". "But our joy 
is overshadowed by the thought of those who cannot be here with us", he 
quickly added. Many could not participate because they had been refused 
entry visas by the GDR. 


BISHOP'S ACTION ON MIXED MARRIAGE 
TERMED "DISAPPOINTING" BY WCC EXPERT 


(Geneva) - Dr Lukas Vischer, director of the WCC's Sécretariat for Faith and 
Order, has expressed disappointment over the votes taken by the Roman 
Catholic Bishops on proposals concerning mixed marriages. Dr Vischer said 
that the hopes that many people had placed in the Synod, which ended on 

29 October, had not been met. ''The result of the voting", he commented, 
"sives little grounds for hoping that the Pope in the near future will revise 
Roman Catholic regulations which are a serious obstacle to ecumenical 
relations today". The overwhelming majority of bishops maintained that a 
difference in confession between marriage partners represents an obstacle to 
marriage. 


COMMUNIST REVIEWER HAILS 
OLD TESTAMENT AS LITERATURE 


(New York) - A literary critic for the Soviet atheist journal Science and 
Religion, A. Kashdan, has praised the Old Testament for "its qualities as a 
literary work and its insight into human psychology". Reviewing a Polish 
version of the Old Testament now translated into Russian, Kashdan called the 
work "a majestic literary monument that stands on the level of the Iliad and 
Odyssey". 
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GRADUATE SCHOOL OPENS 
17th SESSION AT BOSSEY 


Geneva, (EPS) - The Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey officially 
began its 17th session on 15 October. The theme of the session is "Evangel- 
ism". In a short welcoming address the Rev. Philip Potter, director of the 
WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism, described "Evangelism" as the 
theme par excellence of the ecumenical movement. This year more than 50 
students are in attendance, including members of every Christian confession 
and tradition. Among those invited to lecture are the Rt. Rev. John A. 
Robinson, Bishop of Woolwich and author of the religious best-seller Honest 
to God, and French Marxist Roger Garaudy. 


APPEAL MADE FOR INDIA'S FLOOD VICTIMS 


Geneva, October 15, (EPS) - An appeal for US $25,000 to aid India's two 
million flood victims was made by the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service here today to its related agencies. The appeal was 
made in response to a cable from Mr Stephen Mathai, director of the Christian 
Agency for Social Action (CASA) of the National Christian Council of India. 
Mr Mathai said the floods have affected some two million people in the West 
Bengal region with a death toll of over a thousand persons. The floods have 
broken rail links and roads, and the city of Calcutta has also been affected. 


REFORMS IN CZECH CHURCH LIFE 
CONTINUE, LWF OFFICER FINDS 


Geneva, (EPS) - Two Lutheran churches in Czechoslovakia have assured a 
Lutheran World Federation representative that the events of last August will 
not stop the loosening of restrictions on the churches there. Dr Paul Hansen, 
secretary for minority churches in the LWF, reported that he had found 
"increased participation of the faithful", considerable numbers of young 
people taking religious instruction and "lively and interesting" parish work 
in progress. Dr Hansen visited the Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession in the CSR, the Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Con- 
fession, and other Protestant groups. He received indications that reforms 
will be continued temporarily under a 1949 church-state regulation but that 

a new regulation is expected. 


PRESIDENT KAUNDA'S SPEECH 
HIGHLIGHTS MINDOLO ANNIVERSARY 


Kitwe, Zambia (EPS) - President Kenneth Kauda of Zambia has said that 
institutions like the church must adjust to changing conditions in order to 
assure their relevance to the lives of new nations. Speaking at the tenth 
anniversary celebration of the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation, the President 
noted that "the acid test of goodness in a Christian and a leader alike lies 
in how much service he renders to man, since man is an expression of God's 
image and likeness". He commended Mindolo for having identified itself with 
the people's struggle for independence and a dynamic unified nation. 


MINISTRY OF DEACONS DEBATED AT ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION 


Crét Berard, Switzerland, (EPS) - The first ecumenical consultation on the 
ministry of deacons has been sponsored here by the WCC's Diakonia Secretariat. 
It drew 52 persons from Europe, the Middle East and North America. The 
Vatican was officially represented by Dom Emmanuel Lanne, OSB. Speakers, 
including Dr Lukas Vischer of the WCC, noted the revitalization of the 
diaconate by a number of churches. 
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WCC URGES URUGUAY 
TO RESTORE RIGHTS 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has called on the President of 
Uruguay, the Hon. Juan Ma. Bordaberry, to re-establish the individual rights 
of citizens guaranteed by the country's constitution. Ina letter sent to 

Mr Bordaberry on 27 October, Dr Eugene Carson Blake, retiring general sec- 
retary of the WCC, and Dr Philip A. Potter, incoming general secretary, 
expressed "surprise" that Uruguay had felt it necessary to suppress individual 
rights "despite the fact that Uruguay enthusiastically signed the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights at the United Nations and has a long and respected 
tradition of democratic freedom". The WCC executives reminded the President 
that a WCC team had visited Uruguay in June and talked with well-known per- 
sonalities and relatives of prisoners. Since no change had taken place since 
the visit, the WCC officers felt it necessary to express their "concern for 
the safeguarding of human rights". 


BANGLADESH PRIME MINISTER 
THANKS CHURCHES FOR AID 


Dacca, Bangladesh (EPS) - Bangladesh Prime Minister Mujibur Rahmen has thanked 
the Bangladesh Ecumenical Relief and Rehabilitation Service (BERRS) of the 
World Council of Churches for help given to the country. Speaking to the 
meeting of the BERRS Executive Committee, held here from 31 October to 

1 November, the Prime Minister said Bangladesh would soon produce more food. 
"T'm sure we will be self-sufficient in four years", he asserted. Members of 
the Committee also made field trips to different parts of Bangladesh to see 
work carried out by BERRS as part of a $13 million programme supported by 
churches throughout the world. 


1,600 DO ECUEMNICAL YOUTH 
SERVICE UNDER WCC AUSPICES 


Geneva (EPS) - 1,600 young people contributed time and labour to more than 

50 projects co-sponsored by the Ecumenical Youth Service (EYS) of the World 
Council of Churches between April and December of this year. The projects 
were in 25 countries. In East Africa alone, some 500 volunteers worked with 
the Kenya Voluntary Development Association's programme on such activities as 
digging wells, building bridges and planting and harvesting crops. In Europe, 
EYS joined local committees and the British Council of Churches for the third 
consecutive summer to conduct community-oriented projects in socially tense 
Northern Ireland. 


GERMAN, SWISS CHURCHES GIVE 
FUNDS TO ANTI~RACISM PROGRAMME 


Berlin (EPS) - The Protestant churches of East Germany have collected more 
than 1 million deutsche marks in response to their appeal on behalf of the 
Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches. Approximately 
one-half of this sum has been used to aid the liberated areas of Angola, 
Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau. The regional church in Baden (West Germany) 
decided at its synod meeting last month to allocate 50,000 DM from its general 
budget for the Programme to Combat Racism, but specified that no money should 
go to the Special Fund to give humanitarian aid to liberation movements. In 
Switzerland the inter-church agency of the Protestant churches (HEKS) has 
approved a grant of 75,000 Sfr. for the Christian Institute of Southern 
Africa, which carries out an intensive programme of interracial reconciliation. 
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PUT A BRAKE ON CONSUMPTION, 
BUCHAREST URGES RICH NATIONS 


Bucharest (EPS) - 130 technologists, scientists and theologians from 40 
countries met here from 24 June to 2 July to finalize a five-year study on 
the future of humanity in a world of science-based technology. Convened at 
the invitation of the Church and Society Department of the World Council of 
Churches, the meeting called for substantial reduction in consumption by rich 
countries. It further said that the churches could set an example by new 
life styles characterized by frugality and emphasis on the quality of life 
rather than the possession of more and more things. Recalling that science 
and technology should serve and not alienate people, while ensuring a life of 
dignity and justice for all, the participants put major emphasis on the equal 
distribution of resources and effective sharing of power among all the 
nations. As administrators of the earth, Christians must practise restraint, 
live simply and exercise compassion and a sense of community life that enables 
them to be available for others, the conference concluded. 


CHRISTIAN RIGHTS IN JERUSALEM STRESSED 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr Charles Helou, former President of Lebanon and currently an 
adviser to the government, voiced Christian opposition to the process of 
"judaization" of the Holy City of Jerusalem during a recent visit to Geneva. 
Dr Helou referred to United Nations' resolutions condemning Israel's action 
in Jerusalem, the Vatican's clearly worded statement, and the World Council 
of Churches’ position on Christian holy places. "Christians cannot accept 
that Jerusalem be entirely under Israeli domination" said Dr Helou, who is 
himself a Maronite Christian. 


WCC STEPS UP SAHEL INVOLVEMENT 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches’ Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) is reported to have channeled more than 

$ 1.6 million into relief and development projects in the Sahel region of 
Africa. A decision to recruit a three-member WCC team to work in the Sahel 
marks a new phase of WCC involvement in the famine zone. The team of 
specialists will coordinate church service work there. Jean Fischer, WCC 
staff member in charge of the programme, has characterized the situation in 
the Sahel as "just spectacular enough to appear in the press from time to 
time". He said that the challenge is to find the most effective way of 
serving the people of this forgotten region. 


ETHIOPIAN CHURCHMEN ARRESTED 


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - Three leading Ethiopian Orthodox have been 
jailed under pressure from the military. They are: Like Siltanat Habte 
Mariam Workneh, chief of ecclesiastical affairs in His Imperial Majesty's 
private cabinet and Dean of Holy Trinity Cathedral here; Ato Abebe Kebede, 
administrator of the Haile Selassie I Foundation and chairman of the Inter- 
church Aid Committee of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church; and Senator Ermias 
Kebede, the former administrator-general of the church. In another move the 
Ethiopian authorities have required all radio stations here, including the 
Lutheran-sponsored RVOG, to broadcast periodic army bulletins. 


BERLIN CHURCH COMMITTED TO ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


Berlin (EPS) - The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Berlin-Brandenburg 
ended here on 30 July with a firm commitment to the ecumenical movement... 
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AACC/WCC CONSULTATION VIEWS SUPPORT 
OF CHURCHES IN LIBERATION STRUGGLE 


Kitwe, Zambia (EPS) - The Joint AACC/PCR-WCC Consultation on Liberation of 
Southern Africa has called on liberation movements to close their ranks against 
"any imperialist manoeuvres" to sabotage their legitimate struggles, and on 
Christians to "recognize that the liberation struggle is a Christian struggle". 
A strongly worded statement urged the church "to become totally involved with 
the poor, the oppressed and the exploited" and to "be changed from an instru- 
ment of oppression into an instrument of liberation". The consultation 
brought together representatives of the All Africa Conference of Churches 

and the World Council of Churches Programme to Combat Racism, who met from 

25 to 30 November at the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation here. Participants 
discussed a common strategy for the churches' continuing involvement in 
liberation struggles of the people of Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. 


WORLD-WIDE FAMILY ACTION, 
RESEARCH STUDY LAUNCHED 


Geneva (EPS) - The Office of Family Ministries of the World Council of 
Churches has launched a world-wide programme that will draw on the family 
unit to bring about social change and improve the quality of life in the 
community. The Rev. Leslie C. Clements, Family Ministries secretary in the 
WCC Programme Unit on Education and Renewal, has announced completion of 
preparation for the project. Key persons will be named to tap 60 reporting 
groups, which in turn will be involved with 200 participatory groups in 32 
countries. Mr Clements stressed that the project is not an academic piece of 
family research, although family researchers, anthropologists, sociologists, 
theologians and other specialists will be involved at some stage. 


ECUMENICAL TAIZE GROUP ISSUES 
"SECOND LETTER TO PEOPLE OF GOD" 


Paris (EPS) - Brother Roger Schutz, prior of the ecumenical Taizé community 
in France, presented a "Second Letter to the People of God" to an inter- 
denominational group of Christian leaders at a special service in Notre Dame 
Cathedral on 5 December. Written by Brother Roger and an international team 
of young adults who spent several weeks in the slums of Calcutta, India and 
Chittagong, Bangladesh, the letter urges Christians to "begin at once to make 
your own life a parable of sharing, by accomplishing concrete acts whatever 
the cost'"'. It goes on to say that "in Asia, we have been confirmed in our 
certainty that the wounds now tearing humanity apart can be healed". 


JOINT SWISS PROTESTANT-CATHOLIC 
CONSULTATION ON HELSINKI PLANNED 


Lucerne (EPS) - The Swiss Catholic Bishops' Conference has decided to join 
the Swiss Protestant Church Federation in a consultation next February on 
"the contribution of the churches to the future of Europe". The conference 
will give special consideration to the provision on human rights in the 
Helsinki Declaration. 15 international experts will be brought together for 
the purpose of drafting recommendations for the Swiss churches arising out 
of that document. 


MISSIONS CONFERENCE TO JOIN 
BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


London (EPS) - Two main ecumenical organizations in Britain, the British 
Council of Churches (BCC) and the Conference of British Missionary 
Societies (CBMS), have decided to merge... 
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SHOPTALK: 


The bulk of thts EPS ts Photo Otkownene in its new form. EPS subscribers 
who wish to continue to recetve Photo Otkownene (approxtmately stx ttmes a 
year), should contaet Helga Katser, WCC Visual Arts Office, Box 66, 

1211 Geneva 20. EPS wtll continue to let readers know of photos avatlable, 
and to run oceastonal photos related dtrectly to EPS ttems. 


This tssue also contains two final summaries - from the 1980s - as part of 
the EPS 50th anntversary retrospective which made up the first issue of 
1984, They were left out of the prevtous tssue for reasons related to 
postage costs. 


Here ts the key to acronyms used tn EPS 84.01.21: 


CCIA Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 

CCPD Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development 
CICARWS Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
CWME Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 

ECLOF Ecumenical Church Loan Fund 

EI Ecumenical Institute 

FO Faith and Order 

PCR Programme to Combat Racism 

RSS Resource Sharing System 

TBA To be announced 

URM Urban-Rural Mission 


Parts of the WCC have released the followtng. Interested journaltsts 
should contact the part dtrectly at Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20: 


"Food, Work and Justice" - CCPD Reports and Background Papers (12.83/No. 1) 


"Marshall Islands: 37 Years After - Report of a WCC Delegatton to the Marshall 
Islands, 20 May-4 June 1983" - CCIA Background Information (1983/8) 


"Recent Documentatton" (about refugees and reguee tssues, tneludtng ttems 
from the UNHCR, an tnternattonal sympostum on the Afghan refugee problem, 
an tnternattonal conference on asststance to refugees tn Africa, and 
the US Committee on Refugees) - Refugee Servtce (CICARWS) (January 1984) 
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AGENDA FOR WCC's CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


Geneva (EPS) - The arms race, threats to peace, the struggle against racism, 
and the church and the poor are some of the subjects to be discussed by the 
upcoming meeting of the World Council of Churches' (WCC) Central Committee. 
Made up of more than 130 members, representing the 295 member churches of 

the WCC in more than 100 countries, the decision making Central Committee 
meets from 14 to 22 August in Geneva. The last meeting of the Committee was 
in January 1979 in Jamaica. Also on the agenda are reports from various 
international conferences organized by the WCC during the last twelve months, 
to which the Committee will have to respond. 


REPRESSION OF CHRISTIANS 
CONTINUES IN KOREA 


Geneva (EPS) - The Rev. Im Ki-yoon, a Methodist minister in Pusan, South 

Korea, has died in prison in that country. He was arrested on 19 July and is 
known to have been unconscious on 20-21 July. He is reported to have died on 
26 July. Three other Protestant ministers were arrested in Seoul, the capital, 
on 17 July. They were arrested with university professors, lawyers and 
journalists. It has also been reported that soldiers, with fixed bayonets and 
military vehicles are standing guard outside Christian buildings in Seoul. 


WCC REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 
CHURCHES UNDER PRESSURE IN BOLIVIA 


Geneva (EPS) - The Roman Catholic and Methodist churches in Bolivia have ex- 
pressed appreciation for the visit of a World Council of Churches’ (WCC) rep- 
resentative to their country shortly after the recent coup. Mrs Jan Rocha, 
of the Committee on Human Rights of the Southern Cone of the Archdiocese of 
Sao Paulo, visited Bolivia from 24 to 29 July. She reports that both the 
Roman Catholic and the Methodist churches are under great pressure. The 
Archbishop's life has been threatened and a number of Methodists have been 
arrested. In some regions miners are still on strike and are holding out 
against the armed forces. 


INTERNATIONAL PRIVILEGES EXTENDED 
IN KENYA TO AACC 


Nairobi (EPS) - The Kenya Government has recently signed an agreement with 
the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC), granting it international 
privileges. The privileges include the establishment of AACC headquarters 
in Nairobi, from where the organization will operate in Kenya and other 
African countries; and concessions to the AACC's executives. The AACC will 
also benefit from tax exemptions and technical assistance. 


UK PROPOSED NATIONALITY LAW CLASHES 
WITH CHURCH VIEW 


London (EPS) - Government proposals for a new British nationality law pub- 
lished on 30 July are said to fall short of conditions suggested a year ago 
by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and subsequent ly 
endorsed by the executive committee of the British Council of Churches (BCC) 
and the Church of England's Board for Social Responsibility. Richard Zipfel, 
secretary of the Catholic Commission for Racial Justice has pointed to 
several clashes between the bishops’ suggestions and the Government's 
proposals. For example the bishops had argued that “any new nationality law 
should state as a matter of principle that our national identity is multi- 
racial". This does not seem to be intended by the Government's projected 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS: 84.01V22-28 


84.01.22 PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: The theme of the 1984 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (celebrated in most parts of the world 18-25 January) is taken 
from John 11:52, in which the evangelist describes Jesus as the one who would 
"sather together in unity the scattered children of God". Materials to help 
Christians celebrate together each year are prepared by a committee including 
representatives of the Vatican and the World Council of Churches. This year's 
theme was suggested by a small ecumenical group in Egypt. In connection with 
prayer for unity, the materials suggest various specific actions Christians and 
congregations can take to further unity. In Geneva, WCC staff members are set 
to visit more than a score of parishes in Switzerland. Preacher for the 
annual Geneva-wide ecumenical service during the week is Giinther Gassmann, new 
WCC faith and order director. 


84.01.23 CNI SYNOD: The fifth synod of the [United] Church of North India has 
urged CNI members to re-dedicate themselves to the service of God and community. 
It also voiced concern about tendencies within the CNI, notably litigation 
involving church property. It sent greetings to all Christians in the country, 
especially those in the Church of South India and the Mar Thoma Church, with 
whom it is in dialogue about unity. It noted disappointment that neither the 
CSI nor the MTC was officially represented at the meeting, in Nagpur. Theme 
of the gathering was "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World", the same as last 
year's Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


84.01.24 TAIZE MEETING: About 25,000 young people attended a European meeting 
in Paris [28 December - 1 January] sponsored by the ecumenical Taizé Community. 
The meeting included twice daily prayer in the Roman Catholic cathedral and two 
other large church buildings. During the week, the latest letter (from Haiti) 
by Brother Roger, Taizé founder-prior, was released. 


84.01.25 WCC APPEAL RENEWED: In a pre-Christmas telegram to Malawi Life 
President and Justice Minister Kamuzu Banda, World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Philip Potter renewed an earlier appeal [EPS 83.06.70] for clemency 
for Orton and Vera Chirwa. He is. the country's former justice minister. 

Both are under sentence of death. 


84.01.26 US ORTHODOX-LUTHERAN DIALOGUE: Seventeen Lutheran and Eastern 
Orthodox theologians began a round of dialogue at a two-day meeting in New York 
last month. The last’ such official US theological conversations were in 
1969. There was a series of Lutheran-Reformed-Orthodox sessions in 1973-75. 
None of the previous meetings produced recommendations or publications. 


84.01.27 MORE AFRICA AID ASKED: Leaders of several US religious aid and 
development organizations - including Church World Service, Catholic Relief 
Services, Lutheran World Relief, and Bread for the World - last month urged 
the US to provide more aid to drought-stricken areas of Africa. 


84.01.28 LWF SUSPENSION SUGGESTED: Participants in an African regional 
meeting in advance of this year's Lutheran World Federation Seventh Assembly 
have suggested that the assembly next July in Budapest should "'suspend" LWF 
membership of white South African churches which fail to take a clear stand 
against apartheid (race separation with white supremacy) and which resist 

closer ties with black Lutheran denominations. At the previous assembly, in 
1977, support for apartheid was described as contrary to the gospel (heretical). 
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Education - Education - Erziehung 


(1 - 8) Education is available but many families don't make use of the system as 
their children are needed for agricultural work. The photos on this page and the 
cover were all taken in a 3rd grade class at Moroto primary school. 


(1 - 8) L’éducation est accessible a tous, mais nombreuses sont les familles qui 
nen profitent pas car elles ont besoin de leurs enfants pour les travaux 
agricoles. Les photos figurant sur cette page et sur lacouverture ont été prises 
dans une classe de troisiéme a l’école primaire de Moroto. 


(1-8) Bildungsméglichkeiten sind zwar vorhanden, doch schicken viele 
Familien ihre Kinder nicht in die Schule, weil sie sie fur die Landarbeit 
brauchen. Die Fotos auf dieser Seite wie auch das Titelfoto zeigen die 3. 
Grundschulklasse in Moroto. 


(3) 2562-3 


(5) 2563-1 
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(9) 2552-12a 


Kgriculture - Agriculture - Landwirtschaft 


|), 11, 13) As in other parts of Africa, Uganda is suffering from a widespread 

struction of natural woodland for the purpose of producing charcoal and 
j4ilding materials. This has left many areas with acritical need for reforestation. 
1e first step is to establish nurseries and seedlings. Once the trees are 
tablished they will help to prevent desiccation and wind erosion of crops as 
ell as providing fuel and building material. (10) Sunflowerseedscan providea 
20d supplement to the local food. (12, 14, 15) Vaccination campaign against 
antagious bovine pleura pneumonia (CBPP) and rinderpest in Karamoja. 


|, 11, 13) Le patrimoine forestier de fOuganda, comme celui d'autres pays 
ricains, a été en grande partie détruit pour servir ala production de bois et de 
atériaux de construction; de nombreuses régions devraient étre reboisées 
2 toute urgence. II faudrait tout d’abord créer des pépiniéres et repiquer des 
ants. Les arbres ainsi formés aideront & empécher la dessiccation et 
»rosion éolienne du sol cultivé tout en fournissant du combustible et des 
atériaux de construction. (10) Les graines de tournesol peuvent étre un bon 
pmplément de la nourriture locale. (12, 14, 15) Campagne de vaccination 
»ntre le CBPP et la peste bovine dans la région de Karamoja. 


, 11, 13) Wie in anderen Teilen Afrikas werden auch in Uganda in grossem 
mfang Walder zerstort, um Holzkohle und Baumaterial zu gewinnen. Invielen 
ebieten des Landes ist daher eine Wiederaufforstung dringend geboten. Der 
[ste Schritt dafir ist die Einrichtung einer Baumschule. Sind die Baume erst 
nmal angepflanzt, so schiitzen sie das Kulturland vor Austrocknung und 
‘osion durch Wind und liefern zudem Brennholz und Baumaterial. (10) 
onnenblumenkerne sind eine gesunde 

‘ganzung der einheimischen Kost. i 

2,14, 15) Impfkampagne gegen 

3PP und Rinderpest in Karamoja. 
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(24) 2561-16 


(22) 2556 - 34 


(25) 2563-22 
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(23) 2556-11 


Water - Eau - Wasser 


(19, 24) Clean water is essential but far from available 
to everyone. (16, 17) These women have to draw 
supplies from the same water hole as the cattle. (18, 20, 
21, 25, 26) A drilling rig provided by the Canadian 
Lutheran World Relief at work near Moroto, Karamoja. 
(22, 23) One of UNICEF’s maintenance rigs at work on 
an old borehole. 


(19, 24) L’eau pure, pourtant essentielle, est loin d’étre 
accessible a tous. (16, 17) Ces femmes doivent s’ap- 
provisionner en eau au méme endroit que le bétail. (18, 
20, 21, 25, 26) Appareil de forage fourni par!’Organisme 
dentraide luthérien canadien, prés de Moroto, Karamoja. 
(22, 23) Une des foreuses d’entretien fournies par 
rUNICEF fonctionnant sur un ancien trou de sonde. 


(19, 24) Zwar ist sauberes Wasser von wesentlicher 
Bedeutung, doch steht es noch lange nicht jedem zur 
Verfigung. (16, 17) Dieselbe Wasserstelle fur Mensch 
und Vieh. (18, 20, 21, 25, 26) Eine Bohranlage in 
Betrieb bei Moroto, Karamoja, die von der Kanadischen 
Lutherischen Welthilfe zur Verfugung gestellt wurde. 
(22, 23) Eine der Wartungsanlagen von UNICEF an 
einem alten Bohrloch. 
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Health and social care 
Santé et service social 
Gesundheit und Sozial fur sorge 


(32) The joint medical store in Kampala run by f 
Catholic Church and the Church of Uganda. (29, 
The hospitals in Uganda are very slowly recovering fr 
a devastated economy. There is a great lack of medi 
supplies. 


(32) Service de fournitures médicales géré par l'Egl 
catholique et |’Eglise d’ Ouganda. (29, 31) Les hopita 
se relevent tres lentement de la crise €conomique 
manquent d’équipement médical. 


(32) Die Rémisch-katholische Kirche und die Kire 
von Uganda haben gemeinsam ein Vorratslager 
Medikamente eingerichtet. (29, 31) Die Krankenhaut 
erholen sich nur langsam vom wirtschaftlich 
Zusammenbruch. Uberall fehlt es an Medikamen 
Verbandszeug und medizinischen Geraten. 
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ganda /Ouganda 


Uganda has not recovered physically or structurally from the destructio 
caused by the past dictatorship and the war in 1979. The whole economy — 
industry, agriculture and community development — received severe setbacks 
In addition drought has resulted in serious famine situations especially in th 
Karamoja area in Northeast Uganda. The country will continue to be in need o 
reconstruction in the years to come. The Church of Uganda, with financia 
assistance from W.C.C. and operational support from L.W.F., is renderin 
rehabilitation and development services for this reconstruction effort. | 


L’Ouganda ne s’est pas relevé, ni matériellement ni structurellement, de 
ravages causés par les années de dictature et la guerre de 1979. L’économi 
tout entiére — industrie, agriculture et développement communautaire — a et 
gravement touchée. La sécheresse a entrainé une grave situation de famini 
qui touche en particulier la region de Karamoja, au nord-est du pays. Plusieur 
années seront nécessaires au relevement du pays. L’Eglise d’Ouganda, ave 
Paide financiére du Conseil cecuménique des Eglises (COE), et le soutie 
opérationnel de la Fédération luthérienne mondiale (FLM), participe a leffor 
de reconstruction et de développement du pays. 


Uganda hat sich noch nicht den verheerenden Auswirkungen der lanc 
jahrigen Diktatur und des Krieges von 1979 erholt, weder als Land noch al 
politisches Geflge. Die gesamte Wirtschaft — Industrie, Landwirtschaf 
Gemeinwesenentwicklung — hat schwere Riickschlage erhalten. Zusatzlic 
hat die Durre zu Hungersndéten gefiihrt, besonders im Gebiet von Karamoja it 
Nordosten des Landes. Uganda wird auch in den kommenden Jahren sein 
Bemihungen um den Wiederaufbau des Landes fortsetzen mussen. Di 
Kirche von Uganda bietet mit finanzieller Unterstiitzung des ORK und tatkraftige 
Hilfe des LWB Rehabilitations- und Entwicklungsdienste im Rahmen diese 
Wiederaufbaus an. 


These photos were taken by 
Peter Williams, WCC, 

on a trip jointly sponsored by 
Danchurchaid, 

Lutheran World Federation and 
World Council of Churches. 


Ces photos ont été prises par 
Peter Williams, COE, 

au cours d’un voyage financé 
conjointement par Danchurchaid, 
la Fédération luthérienne mondiale 
et le Conseil oecuménique des Eglises. 


Die Fotos wurden von 

Peter Williams (ORK) 

auf einer Reise im Auftrag 

von Danchurchaid, dem 
Lutherischen Weltbund und dem 
Okumenischen Rat der Kirchen 
gemacht. 
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SHOPTALK: 


Deng Wanzhou (.64) ts wtdow of the late Chinese Premier Chou 
Entat and prestdent of the Chtna People's Frtendshtp Assoctatton. 


Joanne Fatrhart (.65) ts EPS Canada correspondent. 


Jacques Blane (.66) ts dtrector of the WCC Commtsston on the 
Churches' Parttetpatton tn Development. Dantel Ktlem (.65) ts 
executive secretary for the CCPD people's technologtes desk. 
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POTTER AND Ecumenical Press 
POPE CONFER Service 84.01.29 


ROME (EPS) - World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter met 
privately with Pope John Paul II 16 January during a one-day visit to the 
Vatican. While there is frequent contact between WCC and Vatican ectiria ls. 
this was the first visit by the WCC general secretary since the WCC Sixth 
Assembly last year. Potter said the purpose of the meeting was to express 
and share with the pope the readiness of the council and its member churches 
from the assembly to continue collaboration with the Roman Catholic Church, 
especially through the Joint Working Group. 


Potter also met with Jan Cardinal Willebrands, president of the Secretariat 
for Christian Unity, and secretariat staff. 


The visit also looked ahead to the June visit of the pope to WCC headquarters 
in Geneva. Date and details are expected to be announced jointly by the WCC 
and the Swiss Catholic Bishops Conference later this month. The pope is to 
be in Switzerland 12-16 June. 


EPS 
ECUMENICAL LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
MACKIE, SMITH DEAD Service 84.01.30 


GENEVA (EPS) - Two giants of the 20th century ecumenical movement - Robert 
Cuthbert Mackie and John Coventry Smith - died within days of each other in 
mid-January. 


Mackie, born 30 April 1899 at Bothwell, near Glasgow, died 13 January in 
Edinburgh. He was general secretary of the World Student Christian 
Federation 1929-38, and then associate general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches during its period "in formation" (1939-48) and also from 1948-55 
after its founding assembly in Amsterdam. 


Smith, born 10 June 1903 in Stamford, Ontario, Canada, died 15 January 

while addressing an adult ee . Pee at Rb ihedon Presbyterian church in the 
Philadelphia area on last year's WCC assembly. A missionary to Japan from 
1929-43, and a US Presbyterian mission executive from 1948-70, he was a 
member of the WCC central committee from 1961-75, including time as a WCC 
president (1968-75). 


A minister of the [Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland, Mackie 
authored, edited, or sepa aes to several books, among them cs 
Extraordinary: John R. Mott", "The Sufficiency of God: Essays in the 
Ecumenical Hope in Honour of W. A. Visser 't Hooft", and "We Intend to Stay 
Together". 


Smith, a minister of the Presbyterian Church (USA), was also active in the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, the US civil rights 
movement, and theological education issues. He was moderator of the 180th 
US Presbyterian general assembly. "From Colonialism to World Community", 
his book-length mixture of contemporary church history and biography, 
appeared in 1982. 


[Tributes to the two from WCC General Secretary Philip Potter appear as 
EPS 84.01.62. ] 
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LEBANESE CHRISTIAN LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
LN-CALLSIO - "SAVE COUNTRY‘ Service 84.01.31 


BELRUT (EPS) - A conference of leaders of most of Lebanon's major Christian 
groups and political tendencies has issued a four-point proposal to help 
"save the country". 


The meeting was held at the headquarters of the Maronite patriarchate, and 
was attended also by Greek Catholic Patriarch Maximos V. Hakim, Armenian 
Orthodox Catholicos Karekin Sarkissian, Armenian Catholic Patriarch Boutros 
Kasparian, representatives of Syrian Orthodox, Syrian:Catholic, Chaldean, 
Latin Catholic, Protestant, and Assyrian Christian groups, as well as several 
political organizations with Christian links. 


In a statement issued after the meeting, the group is reported to have 
"debated questions which threaten the existence, unity, and fundamental 
liberties of Lebanon". Its four points are: 


_- "The guarantee of the rights and liberties of the Christians of 
Lebanon is the guarantee of the survival of Lebanon." 


- This and subsequent meetings ought to pave the way for a meeting 
of Lebanese Christian and Muslim representatives. 


- "Fruitful national dialogue" depends on a climate of security in 
the country and an end to attacks on peaceful citizens. 


- People need to be able to return quickly to areas from which they 
have been displaced by the fighting. 


The group established several commissions and agreed to meet again 
31 January. 


Following the meeting, the Greek Orthodox patriarchate, whose Beirut 
Metropolitan Elias Audeh was said to be represented by Charles Malek, 
former president of the UN general assembly, said it was not involved in 
preparations for the meeting. It expressed confusion as to whether it was 
a "spiritual summit or a general congress including various forces". 
However, it reaffirmed Greek Orthodox concern for the fate of the country 
and support for "its unity, tranquility and security", adding that the 
metropolitan had not authorized anyone to represent him. 


The Maronites, a group in communion with the pope, and the Greek Orthodox 
are the two largest Christian communities in Lebanon. 


EPS 


SERMON PROMPTS DANISH Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH-STATE BROUHAHA Service 84.01.32 


COPENHAGEN (EPS) - A church-state brouhaha has developed in Denmark in the 
wake of a nationally-televised Christmas Eve sermon which some considered too 
polit ras Pe 


In the sermon, Lutheran Pastor Birte Andersen compared the US-led "peace" 

in Western Europe to the Pax Romana, the rule of the Roman Empire over much of 
the world at the time of Jesus" birth. She said the contemporary European 
Situation is "based on hidden control, moral corruption, and hidden violence". 


In the wake of complaints, government religious affairs minister Elsebeth 
Kock-Petersen asked Andersen's bishop, Ole Bertelsen, for a report and 
evaluation in preparation for possible action against the pastor. Like all 
clergy of the numerically-dominant Lutheran "folk church", Andersen is a civil 
servant paid by the state. 


Bertelsen declined Kock-Petersen's request: "I do not accept the claim of the 
minister that she has the competence to decide on whether the limits of the 
freedom of proclamation have been violated in this and other cases. The 
Ministry of religious affairs has no right to exercise spiritual supervision 
over the proclamation of the pastors", he said. 


The Copenhagen bishop added that "all attempts to limit the freedom of 
proclamation of the church disclose that this society has a distorted under- 
Standing of what freedon, humaneness, and what the nature of the state is". 

In a radio interview, he underlined that the Danish constitution does not 
require the church to Support the state, only that the state help fund the 
church. Faced with Bertelsen's refusal, support on that principle from the 
other 10 Lutheran bishops, and rising political pressure, the government 
minister withdrew her request. That is understood to mean that no government 
action will be taken on the issue. 


EPS 
SERVICE MARKS START Ecumenical Press 
OF STOCKHOLM TALKS Service 84.01.33 


STOCKHOLM .(EPS) - The start of the 35-nation European and North American 
Conference on Disarmament was marked by an ecumenical prayer service at 
Norrmalm Baptist church here. Initiated by the League of Christian Social 
Democrats in Sweden, the service was attended by several Swedish church 
leaders, including [Lutheran] Church of Sweden Archbishop Bertil Werkstrom, 
who preached. 


In his sermon, Werkstrém urged the conferees, several of whom were in the 
congregation, to break away from the past and try the way of forgiveness in 


attempts to create peace. He said the road to peace was long, and it was 
unlikely it would be taken by governments unless significant pressure were 
brought to bear. Werkstrém also suggested that Swedish denominations observe 


an annual "Christian ecumenical day of peace when we talk about peace, pray 
for peace, and during which we can remind the political leaders to strengthen 
every effort to secure peace by the creation of confidence-building measures 
and not through terror". 


Other denominational leaders participating included Salvation Army Commissioner 
Sven Nilsson, Roman Catholic Bishop Hubertus Brandenburg, Mission Covenant 
General Secretary Walter Persson, Pentecostal Pastor Karl-Erik Heinerborg, 
Baptist Union General Secretary David Lagergren, and Oerebro [Baptist] Mission 
General Secretary Gustaf Sundstrém. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.01.34-40 


84.01.34 MISSIONARIES LEAVE BURUNDI The Kinshasa-based church news agency 
DIA reports that the explusion of more than 100 Roman Catholic missionaries 
from Burundi in the last four years is "creating difficulties in the 

schools and other church services." Most recently, DIA reports, two 
Italians and a French missionary had to leave. 


84.01.35 GDR ARRESTS London-based Reuters news agency says East German 
church sources described the pre-Christmas arrest of "two activists in the 
church-based independent anti-nuclear movement" as "part of a clampdown by 
the...authorities with a wave of arrests in several towns during the last 
few weeks." Church authroties called for the release of Badrbel Bohley 

and Ulrike Poppe. They were arrested /12 December/ after they met with 
Barbara Einhorn, a writer for the British Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. 


84.01.36 NORWAY & SOUTH AFRICA /Lutheran/ Church of Norway (NK) leaders 
have stepped up their call for an oil embargo by Norway against South 
Africa following Norway's recent abstention in a UN general assembly vote 
on the issue. NK Foreign Relations General Secretary Carl Traaen says such 
an embargo "will affect Norwegian jobs. But the moral aspect must have 
priority. Apartheid is the most cruel political system we have seen since 
Naziism." Norway had previously voted for such UN resolutions. Norwegian 
Foreign Minister Sven Stray says the country's opposition to apartheid has 
not changed. 


84.01.37 NORWAY & ISRAEL Jerusalem Lutheran Bishop Daoud Haddad says the 
/Lutheran/ Church of Norway (NK) is "one-sided for Israel" and insensitive 
to the "problems of Christians and Arabs" in the Middle East. Haddad says 
he hopes Norwegian Lutheranism, represented in the area chiefly by the 
Norwegian Mission to Israel (NIM), will "stand up for truth and justice and 
do something for the Christians suffering here because of the attitude of 
Protestants in the West.'' NIM Jerusalem representative Ole Kvarme says his 
group's approach is to be "both pro-Israeli and pro-Arab." In the wake of 
Haddad's statement, reports Oslo-based Church of Norway Information, the NK 
foreign relations council "has decided to discuss the church's relationship 
to the churches in the Middle East." 


84.01.38 KENYA URGES CHURCH APPOINTMENTS A representative of the Kenyan 
government has reiterated a directive that the country's district development 
committees are to include church leaders as members. Simon Nyachae, a 
permanent secretary in the office of Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi, made 
the announcement at the opening session of the synod of the /Anglican/ 

Church of the Province of Kenya last month in Embu. During celebrations 
marking the 20th anniversary of Kenyan independence, 12 December 1963, Moi 
praised the active church role in development in the country. About three 
quarters of Kenya's 16 million people are counted as Christians. 


84.01.39 SWEDISH CIVIL 'BAPTISM' The city council of Gavle, Sweden, has 
begun experimenting with a naming ceremony patterned after forms developed 
in Czechoslovakia, for parents who wish to celebrate the birth of a child 
but who do not wish baptism. About 95 percent of Swedes are at least 
nominal members of the /Lutheran/ Church of Sweden, including 500,000 
unbaptised offspring of members. 


84.01.40 CANADIAN EXTENSION The Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunica- 
tions Commission has given applicants for a license for a national religious 
television service four more months (till 1 May) to complete proposals. So 
far, Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, United, and Salvation Army 
representatives have agreed on a joint proposal. The Roman Catholic Church, 


Canada's largest denomination, is still deciding whether to join. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.01.41-46 


84.01.41 LUTHERANS DEDICATE USSR CHURCH A new building for the Finnish- 
language Lutheran congregation in Petrozavodsk, capital of the Karelian 
Autonomous Soviet Republic, was dedicated last month, only the second such 
new Lutheran church building in the European part of the USSR, reports the 
Helsinki-based Information Centre of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Finland. It is a congregation of the Lutheran Church of Estonia, whose 
archbishop, Edgar Hark, was the consecrator. Finnish Lutheran, Russian 
Orthodox, and government representatives also attended. The cost of 51,000 
Soviet rubles was met by individual contributions and a loan from the 
Russian Orthodox Church. As all church buildings in the USSR, it is state 
property, with the 800-member congregation given permission to use it. 


84.01.42 CHINA JAILS RC BISHOP China confirmed a Vatican report that 
Bishop Joseph Fan Xueyan, 76, has been jailed. The Chinese foreign ministry 
said Fan was jailed for "colluding with a foreign country, plotting to 
jeopardise the sovereignty and security of the motherland." It said 
thepenalty has nothing to do with his religious beliefs. The Vatican lists 
Fan as bishop of Baoding (Paoting). He was consecrated in 1951, but has 

not been accepted as an active bishop by the government-recognised Catholic 
Church, which has cut ties with the Vatican, since 1958. The Vatican said 
Fan was accused of secretly ordaining priests and bishops and was sentenced 
to 10 years, along with his vicar general. 


84.01.43 US APPOINTS VATICAN AMBASSADOR The US administration's decision 

to appoint an ambassador to the Vatican has prompted strong criticism from 
some US religious representatives. Among them, Dean Kelley of the National 
Council of Churches said "there is no anti-Catholic animus" in NCC opposition. 
"It would apply to any church or the World Council of Churches. Just 

because the church in-the Middle Ages misconceived itself as a temporal. 

power in the game of diplomacy is no reason the United States should feel 
obliged to fall in with that misconception." Also protesting were the 
National Association of Evangelicals, the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, Seventh-day Adventists, and the American Jewish Congress. Presidential 
spokesperson Larry Speakes noted that 106 other countries have Vatican 
ambassadors. He called the Vatican "an international focal point of 
diplomatic contact" and a "separate entity’ from the Roman Catholic Church. 
The US and the Vatican had diplomatic ties in the 19th century. In recent 
years, US presidents have had a "personal representative" there. 


84.01.44 ANGLICAN/REFORMED ‘The fourth and final meeting in an international 
theological dialogue sponsored by the London-based Anglican Consultative 
Council and the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches was held 

in Woking (England) this month. The group began meeting in 1980. Its 

final report is expected later this year. Major themes have included 

church and kingdom, the unmerited grace of God, and orders of ministry. 


84.01.45 NIGERIAN BISHOPS ON PROBLEMS In a statement before the country's 
recent military coup, the bishops of the /Anglican/ Church of Nigeria last 
month called for urgent action to tackle some of the country's pressing 
problems, including unemployment, "the scandal of hunger," and refugees. 
Among other things, they charged that "food is being used in Nigeria today 
as a political weapon to the detriment of the masses." 


84.01.46 PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY With the annual Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity just completed in most parts of the world, materials for 

the 1985 observance have been distributed by the World Council of Churches 
Commission on Faith and Order. The theme, "from death to life with Christ," 
centers on Ephesians 2:4-7. Materials were developed from a draft by an 
ecumenical group in Jamaica. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.01.47-53 


84.01.47 PRESBYTERIAN MAISONNETTES In an effort to live up to its motto, 
"Jitegemea" ("To Be Self-Reliant"), the Presbyterian Church of East Africa 
has spent 8.5 million Kenyan shillings to build 16 maisonnettes in Nairobi. 
It expects to rent them for 4,000 shillings each every month. Money to pay 
for the buildings came mainly from PCEA membership registration fees of 100 
shillings per adult and 20 per child. 


84.01.48 MUNK PRIZE TO BOESAK World Allilance of Reformed Churches 
President Allen Boesak has been awarded the Kaj Munk prize of the Ecumenical 
Council of Denmark. Munk, a Danish Lutheran pastor and writer known for 
his resistance to Nazi occupation during World War 2, was murdered by the 
Gestapo. Boesak said in 1978 that Munk "has direct relevance for the 

blacks in their struggle against the white apartheid regime" in South 
Africa, where Boesak is a university chaplain. "One of the most important 
things I learned from Kaj Munk was that one must not be afraid to die for 
one's cause." 


84.01.49 JAPAN & PHILIPPINES The National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines and the National Christian Council in Japan held a three-day 
consultation toward the end of last year in Tokyo. Goal was to increase 
mission cooperation between them. They agreed to coordinate efforts in 
information exchange and common action related to political changes in the 
two countries. Among topics on the agenda was what an NCCJ report termed 
"Japan's present economic invasion of the Philippines." 


84.01.50 YASUKUNI SHRINE PROTEST Committees of the National Christian 
Council and the United Church of Christ (Kyodan) in Japan have protested 
proposals by Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party to give formal approval 

to official visits to the Yasukuni Shrine by cabinet members. Opponents of the 
shrine say it fosters a revival of militaristic forms of the Shinto religion. 


They have objected to increasing official involvement with the shrine since 
the 1970s. 


oh! Sut ages QUAKERS ON GRENADA A delegation which visited Grenada under 
auspices of the American Friends Service Committee, a Quaker-related 
agency, has condemned last October's US-led invasion of the Caribbean 
island. The delegation says there were "non-violent alternatives to the 
precipitate use of military force, which would have avoided the disruption 
and polarisation now evident throughout the region." One delegation member 
said that while Grenadians at first welcomed the invasion, they "would have 
welcomed the devil" in the wake of the murder of Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop and the martial-law period which followed. Now, islanders are 
"cynical and depressed." 


84.01.52 NZ DISCIPLES ON WCC The annual conference of the Associated 
Churches of Christ in New Zealand has decided 56-2 to maintain the membership 
of the Disciples denomination in the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
However, it is to send a letter indicating that a significant number of 

ACCNZ members and congregations oppose membership, and that membership does 
not indicate overwhelming support for some aspects of the WCC. The ACCNZ 
publication said the decision on the compromise proposal was "taken in love 
and understanding of the views of others." 


84.01.53 HUNGARIAN CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS Imre Miklos, head of the 
Hungarian government office for church affairs, says in an interview in the 
Hungarian daily Magyar Hirlap that church-state relations are greatly 
improved. He praised church leaders for trying to overcome remaining 
difficulties. "Religious people who are continuously taking part in 

creative work cannot be set against socialism," Miklos said. ‘Freedom of 
religion strengthens political concord."' He said young Hungarians increasing 
interest in religion is "noteworthy...and churches and we do not regard 

this as abnormal, because young people are interested in what they do not 
know." EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.01.54-61 


84.01.54 CHURCH COMMUNICATORS CHANGE Two church communicators have new 
jobs. Daniel Tjongarerois the new director of the Council of Churches of 
Namibia communications division. Ronald Englund, who has been on the staff 
of the London-based World Association for Christian Communication, has 
resigned to accept a fulltime pastoral ministry position in London. 


84.01.55 ZWINGLI & GRUNDTVIG The 500th anniversary of the birth of German 
church reformer Martin Luther has somewhat overshadowed them, but milestone 
anniversaries of two other church figures are being marked these days. 

Swiss church reformer Ulrich Zwingli was born 500 years ago on 1 January. 
Last 8 September was the 200th anniversary of the birth of Danish Lutheran 
theologian and educator Nicolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig. 


84.01.56 KIBIRA 'FED UP' Tanzanian Lutheran Bishop Josiah Kibira says he 
is "personally both fed up and irritated when the question whether apartheid 
really is a Christian heresy of confessional weight or not comes up over 

and over again." Kibira, president of the Lutheran World Federation, was 
addressing the LWF executive committee at its meeting in Geneva /10-21 
January/. The 1977 LWF assembly declared opposition to the South African 
System of race separation and white Supremacy something inherent in the 
gospel. 


84.0) co7 CENTRAL AMERICA WEEK The New York-based Inter-Religious Task 
Force on El Salvador and Central America is distributing materials to help 
US congregations and others mark Central America Week, 18-25 March. The 
week includes the anniversary of the murder of Salvadoran Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Oscar Romero, 24 March 1980. Materials include "notes for local 
organizers for initial responses" opposed to the recent report of the 
National Bipartisan Commission on Central America chaired by Henry Kissinger. 


84.01.58 | CATHOLIC/ORTHODOX MEETING The heads of the world's Eastern 
Orthodox churches have been invited to participate in an ecumenical meeting 
with Pope John Paul and other Vatican representatives in Bari in southeast 
Italy 26 February. Bari was the site of a 1089 meeting which attempted to 


reconcile Eastern Orthodoxy and Catholicism, which formally split in 
1054. . 


84.01.59 CZECHOSLOVAK CRITICISM Karel Hruza, formerly the government 
official in charge of church relations in Czechoslovakia, has strongly 
criticized the Vatican and British and French Roman Catholic bishops for 
Supporting the "military political policy" of US President Ronald Reagan. 
Hruza's article appeared in the Communist Party daily Rude Pravo. He 
praised "an important segment of Catholic believers who have recognised the 
atomic danger and participated with other West Europeans in massive protest 
demonstrations against the installation of American military missiles." 


84.01.60 FRENCH NUCLEAR PROTEST About 60 French figures, many prominent 
in church activities, have written French President Frangois Mitterand to 
urge that France stop testing nuclear weapons in French Polynesia. Among 
Signers of the appeal are theologian Jacques Ellul and René Lacoumette, 
president of CEVAA, an organisation of about 30 church bodies in Europe, 
Africa, and Oceania. 


84.01.61 "CHRIST IN POLITICS EVANGELICAL SOCIETY" That is the name of a 
new group formed in Ghana. Its purpose,reports Nairobi-based Africa Church 
Information Service, is to "evangelise members of the government, armed 
forces and police personnel, border guards, prison staff and inmates, the 
revolutionary cadres and other categories of political activists, through 
gospel literature (with illustrations), films, broadcast media, evangelism 
dinners, prayer breakfasts, conferences, seminars, symposia, and workshops." 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Tributes to Two Ecumenical Giants" EPS "S4.01.62 


The following were tssued by WCC General Secretary Philtp Potter after the 
deaths of Robert Mackte and John Coventry Smith [EPS 84.01.30]. 


On behalf of the World Council of Churches and on my own behalf I want to 
express our deepest condolences to [son] Stephen and the family on the passing 
from life to life of our beloved Robert Mackie. Generations of students and 
of church leaders and people have owed a great debt to Robert for his sturdy 
faith, his lively wit and wisdom, and his constant caring: for all he met around 
the world and especially for those in need. My relationship with him goes 
back to nearly 5/7 years when at a post-war student conference and the beginning 
of the cold war he reminded us of the words of Lamentations: "It is by thy 
mercy that we are not consumed". 


Those words have left a deep mark on me as I have tried to continue his work 
in the ecumenical movement and the World Council during these troubled times. 
In its early years Robert contributed significantly in creating the fellowship 
which is at the heart of the life of the World Council of Churches and he 
particularly helped the churches to understand what it meant to be of aid to 
each other sharing the mercy of God as they rely on it and are renewed by it. 


We thank God for all that Robert has been to and done for the churches and 
people the world over and we pray that we will be found faithful to share with 
him in the communion of the saints in our allegiance to our crucified and 
risen Lord,, 3:- 


A 


~ gee 


On behalf of the World Council of Churches, of our honorary president 

Dr Visser 't Hooft and on my own behalf I send our profound condolences to 

the family and friends of our dear brother in Christ, John Coventry Smith, who 
has passed from life to life in the communion of the saints. John 
characteristically ended his ministry on Sunday by speaking of the church as 
the community of believers all over the world as he told the story of his 
participation in the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. This 
was a fitting climax of his life and witness together with his being present 
[last June] for the union of the two great [US] Presbyterian churches for 
which he worked for so long. 


John understood the Gospel as being addressed to all people and to every 
aspect of life and he saw the church to be missionary through and through. 

His missionary experience in Japan, his years of service to his church through 
COEMAR [Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations], his role in 
facilitating the integration of the International Missionary Council and the 
World Council of Churches, and his leadership in the World Council as 
counsellor and president all demonstrated the ecumenical and world-wide 

Spirit which was so natural to him. 


We all owe a great debt to John for his steady, gentle and generous faith in 
Christ, his wise statesmanship, his openness to others and eagerness to enable 
others to witness and serve, his gracious, brotherly way with all of us, and 
his unchangeable confidence in the purpose of God to unite all peoples and 

all things in Christ. We thank God for John Coventry Smith and dedicate 
ourselves to be servants of the Church as a world community being a sign of 
the world community to come under the sovereignty of our gracious God. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: ''Statement on National Reconciliation" EPS 84.01.63 


The Nattonal Council of Churches tn the Philtpptnes released a longer verston 
of the following text towards the end of last year. NCCP denominattons 
tnelude Baptist, Untted, Methodist, Anglican, Independent, Lutheran, and 
Salvatton Army. 


--. The brokenness, which has overcome our national life and the call for 
reconciliation which this has engendered, is a matter... which we can neither 
evade nor take lightly. The brokenness of our common life is a matter we 
ourselves suffer. It is a brokenness that above all judges us severely, for 
it makes us realize how so often in the past we have remained silent and 
complacent in the face of the forces and the folly that have brought us to 
where we are now. the call for reconcijiation that hassbeceme so dominant a 
part of the current aspirations of our people, impinges upon us heavily, not 
only because it touches at the very. heart..of our,.work, but-also because we -know 
how difficult it is to make this call a reality, in the midst of the sufferings, 
the divisions, and the hostilities, which have invaded .the+fabric-of «our social 
and, political: Life: 


As recipients of God's gift of reconciliation, we know how deep the brokenness 
is that has overcome human life. So deep is the separation or the decadence 
that has seeped into and influenced the whole structure and expression of human 
existence, that only God's gracious act could have overcome it and "reconciled 
us to Himself". No act of human pretension and human self-righteousness could 
have bridged the chasm we have created between us and God, and between us and 
what we could become. We, therefore, also realize that before we could even 
talk of reconciliation and of the restoration of our national well-being, we 
must first of all have the courage to recognize and to point out how far gone 
we have come as a society in the decadence of our social and political 
institutions, how so very deep and insufferable the wounds are that have been 
inflicted upon our people, and how much more repentance is needed for the sins 
we have committed, and for the sins that have been committed upon us all. 


Our witness to God's reconciling work, in short, brings with it judgment and 
grace. Judgment, because our God is a righteous God, who abhors the reasons 
for our separation and brokenness, and abhors even more severely any form of 
human pretension and artificiality in the treatment and recognition of our 
predicament. But grace also, because in spite of our predicament and the 
reasons for it, He grants us forgiveness and assures us the grace by which we 
can face the conditions through which genuine renewal might take place in our 
lives.... 


At this very critical moment of our nation's history, we call on our Churches 

to work for, but more importantly, to face up to the demands of reconciliation. 
We call on our Churches, further, to join our people in seeking and mobilizing 
for a clarification of the issues that affect most our national life, of the 
root causes that have brought about the very many difficulties we face, and of 
the options and alternatives we might take in order to bring about authentic 
national well-being. We call on our Churches, finally, to assist in initiating 
and facilitating the formation of people's forums, where our people can express 
frankly and get a fair hearing of their grievances and their hopes. 


May the churches and all of us listen, learn, and support the true aspirations 
of the Filipino people. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/ Deng Wanzhou: "Communist Party Policy and Religion" EPS 84.01.64 


The following statement was offered 14 December during the two-week vtstt of 
the British Counetl of Churches delegation to China. Graeme C. Jackson of 
the Brtttsh Methodtst Overseas Divtston, a member of the BCC delegatton, notes 
that the statement "was made at the intttatton of Madame Chou Enlat", and that 
Canterbury Archbishop Robert Runcie, BCC president and delegation leader, "had 
asked no questions relating to thts matter" tn connectton wtth thetr meeting. 


At the founding of the People's Republic of China the first Chinese People's 
Political Consultative Conference brought all parties, non-party and other 
organizations together in a common programme. One of the stipulations agreed 
upon was that citizens of China have freedom of religious belief. No matter 
what form church activities take, provided they carry on the normal church 
activities and are in conformity with the true principles (or essentials) of 
the faith, these churches are protected by law. Since Chinese citizens have 
this freedom and right to religious belief, we do not force anyone to believe 
or not to believe in religion. © 


It is not permitted to make use of religion to do anything detrimental to the 
interests of the people or of the State or to disrupt the construction of the 
country. 


Each person must decide for himself to believe or not to believe in religion 
of his own accord. 


There is no regulation in the constitution about age for belief. This right 
has not been changed since the beginning of the People's Republic of China. 

It was written into the first constitution in the first National People's 
Congress. Last year we convened our fifth National People's Congress which 
revised the constitution. In this revision has been included the 36th Article 
which explicitly states the freedom of the individual to religious belief. 


There was indeed a time when civil turmoil in the country resulted in the policy 
being not carried out properly, and in some cases even actions against the 
policy took place. These breaches of the regulations and mistakes are being 
corrected so people may now carry out religious activities of their own accord. 


In the constitution it is clearly stipulated that there should be no dis- 
crimination against those who believe in a religion or those who don't believe 
in any religion. No matter what religion one believes in, all who have 
religious beliefs are enjoying all of their rights to citizenship and may take 
their part in the social and economic structures of the country in all its 
aspects including the building up of the nation. 


In the organization in which I work, the PPCC, there are people's organizations 
including religious organizations. Therefore when your grace and others are 
forming a religious delegation to visit China we welcome you warmly. 


Your visit to’ China will lead to understanding and increased friendship between 
the people of China and the people of Britain, and especially between the 


Chinese people and British Christians. The visit will also contribute to the 
increase of friendship and understanding between the Chinese people and 
Christians all over the world. So please use your organization to tell them 


of our policy. 
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ECUVIEW/Joanne Fairhart: "Letter from Kitchener" EPS 84.01.65 


The Canadian Roman Catholic Church has embarked on a nation-wide, grassroots 
campaign to boycott military toys. The call for such a boycott reflected an 
increase not just in numbers but in the quality of war toys. Miniature 
missile-carrying bombers, submarines and Space weapons assaulted children 
from the pages of some Christmas catalogues and store-window displays. 
Computer video games, a craze with teenagers that shows no sign of halting, 
often involve blowing up enemies or their countries. 


The Roman Catholic Church, through its Organization for Development and Peace, 
put together a brochure which was distributed to parishes across the country 
in a mass-education project. The brochure emphasizes that Christmas is a 
time of justice and peace, and that people should examine gifts they give in 
light of the values they promote. 


"Through games children learn about their future role in SOCLOLY, , Says tne 
brochure. "Parents have a key role in channelling the energies of their 
children towards creative rather than destructive aCCLVities. 


Response was better than expected. Some ODP offices ran out of pamphlets 
because many congregations inserted them into church bulletins so each 
member would receive one. 


However, judging from the response of the children grouped around the war 
toy displays in stores, and the hundreds of teenage children crowded into 
computer video arcades during the Christmas break, there is still a long way 
to go. 


On a related issue, leaders of major denominations met with Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau for*the® Second time in 1983 to digcuss nuclear disarmament. 
Trudeau recently returned home after a whirlwind tour to discuss nuclear 
disarmament with world leaders. Seen by some as a political ploy to detract 
attention from the fact that testing of the cruise missile will Occur in 
Canada, it was also supported by many as a positive action. 


At the meeting, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and United leaders 
expressed their support for Trudeau's peace initiative; they also asked for 
action on the home front by way of refusing to test the cruise. The group 
discussed Trudeau's planned meeting with US President Ronald Reagan, who 
they said has "embarked upon a dangerous, even suicidal, quest for military 
superiority". 


They also expressed hope Trudeau would: refuse to allow Litton Systems 
Canada Ltd to continue building the guidance system for the cruise missile, 
terminate government aid to arms producers such as Litton, work for a "no 
first use" pledge from all nuclear nations, publicly name countries to which 
Canada sells arms, and work for an immediate halt in deployment of new US 
missiles in Europe. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Jacques Blanc & Daniel Kilem: "The World Food Situation" EPS 84.01.66 


The following ts excerpted from a longer arttcle whtch appeared tn the 
December 1983 reports and background papers of the WCC Commisston on the 
Churches’ Parttetpatton tn Development. 


... No one can say that there is not enough food in the world to feed all 
humankind, when food reserves are at the all-time highest level of 21% of 
annual consumption and food production is deliberately reduced by government 
action in surplus countries. 


Hunger is produced by the lack of purchasing power to buy existing food on 
the market and, at the same time, the poor being deprived of the possibility 
to grow their own food without going to the market. 


In actual fact, it must even be said that in the present situation, it is in 
the poor countries without geo-political weight, and within other countries 
that the politically marginalized poor are those left to go hungry. 


Whatever the differences between nations with natural advantages for food 
production, international trade cannot be the answer to hunger when it is. 
clear, as the failure of UNCTAD VI confirms, that the purchasing power of the 
less powerful nations is not going to rise. For the time being, the only 
answer is more self-reliance. 


The same applies within nations. However, the poor rural populations are 
not only obliged to self-reliance in producing their own food, but they must 
also grow food for the urban populations. National self-reliance requires 
that peasants receive a fair remuneration for the food they provide to other 
sectors of society.... 


It is clear... that economies aimed at more self-reliance must be based 
on social justice for the poorest. Only then can they produce sustaina- 
bility and continuing renewal of production. 


However, no mechanical concept of social justice, no matter how fair the 
system of prices might become, will be sufficient. Peasants must be 
allowed to produce by the economic rules of the system. Even more 
important is the fact that they must take upon themselves the difficulties 
and the risks of agricultural production, which they can do only if they 
become the masters of their own production. In response to world hunger, 
social justice can lead to self-reliance only when it also means people's 
participation, and in that case participation of the communities of poor 
peasants in the decisions that affect their livelihood. 


This does not say that more self-reliance is autarchy and that the world 
economic system should be exempt of changes. On the contrary, for the 
peasants of the third world to be able to provide food for themselves and 
for the urban populations, wider problems will also have to be looked at, 
as for instance: the terms of trade; the availability and usefulness of 
fertilizers and agricultural equipment; the growing monopolization of seed 
control; the role of TNCs in food trade and food transformation; the 
allocation of resources between armaments and food production; the 
consumption habits of the rich in the developed countries and elsewhere; 
the international and national distribution of labour and purchasing power. 


While the churches should be involved in all these and similar questions, 
they should also recognize that at the present time and until society has 
changed, more self-reliance in food production everywhere is a challenge 


which requires urgent action. EPS 
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SHOPTALK 


The item (EPS 83.12.71) on a South African military takeover of medical 

and health services in the Owambo section of Namibia has been modified 

by information reaching the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation. The re- 
port, from the South African Councilvof'’thurches:, suggested military control 
of all hospitals in the area. That is currently the case only for the state- 
run Oshakati hospital. Church medical facilities remain under church control. 
As they have for some time, they continue to supplement their small staffs 
with the parttime services of military doctors who volunteer them. 

t+t+et+ 

The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has three new situation reports 
available on request to interested journalists (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


Ghana - drought/famine - no. 6, 20 January 

Sri Lanka - communal violence 1983 - no. 3, 19 January 

Lebanon - emergency - no. 29, 19 January 
+ettt 
The WCC has published three new books. Two are in the Risk series: "The 
Other Side of 1984: Questions for the Churches” by Lesslie Newbigin with 
a postscript by S. Wesley Ariarajah, and "Songs for the Unsung: Poems on 
Unpoetic Issues like War and Want, and Refugees” by Cecil Rajendra. Each 
Risk book costs 7.90 Swiss francs, 3.95 US dollars, or 2.25 UK pounds. 


Also newly published is "Gathered for Life,” the official report of the 

WCC Sixth Assembly last year in Vancouver. Edited by David Gill, it 
includes both narrative and extensive documentation. It costs 26.50 Swiss 
francs,~: 12.95 US dollars, or 7.95 UK pounds. French and German editions 
of the report are also available. A Spanish edition is projected. 

+etet 

The January/February issue of the WCC magazine "One World” includes articles 
on theological dialogue between Finnish Lutherans and Russian Orthodox, the 
Seventh Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation beginning 22 July in Buda- 
pest, the Ninth Assembly of the World YWCA last year in Singapore, "uncertainty 
in the wake of the Grenada invasion,” Ethiopian training centers, the church 
in China, Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios IV of Antioch, the US Informa- 
tion Agency, youth in Australia, and the late Sri Lankan Anglican Bishop 
Lakshman Wickremesinghe. 


Single copies of the magazine cost 2.90 Swiss francs or 1.50 US dollars. 
Annual subscriptions are available. 
+t+ett 
A reminder: The number code attached to each EPS item can easily be decoded. 
The first number refers to the year of. publication, the second to the month, 
the third to the sequence within the month. 
++tt+ 
Telex difficulties led to some misdating in the obituary on Robert Mackie 
[EPS 84.01.30]. His service from 4929-38 was as general secretary of the 
British Student Christian Movement. His years with the WSCF were 1938-48. 
He was Scottish secretary with the British SCM from 1925-29. 
ttt | 
The formal and full title of the international meeting now going on in Stockholm 
[EPS 84.01.33 & 68] is the Conference on Confidence-Building and Security- 
Building Measures and Disarmament in Europe, for which the acronym CDE is 
sometimes used. 

ERS 


GOVERNMENT MINISTER LOOKS AT Ecumenical Press 
POLISH CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS Service 84.01.67 


GENEVA (EPS) - Adam Lopatka, the Polish government minister for religious 
affairs, spent four days [24-27 January] at the Ecumenical Centre here. In an 
address to a general meeting of staff of the World Council of Churches, 
Conference of European Churches, Lutheran World Federation, and World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches, he outlined his government's "policy towards religion". 


Lopatka said its purpose is the same as all Polish government policies - "to 
serve the construction of socialism in Poland, strengthening Poland's position 
in the community of socialist states and in the whole international community". 
In addition, "it must stand in harmony with all the other aspects of state 
policy". 


The minister said Polish guarantees of "freedom of conscience and especially 
of belief, that is the manifestation of one's religion or convictions" can be 
limited only by "legislative acts of the highest standing...necessary for 
maintaining security, public order, health, morality, or the rights and 
fundamental freedoms of other people". 


He suggested also that although there is a "high degree of tolerance" in Poland, 
"there are still cases of exerting various kinds of pressure on non-believers", 
when the state as "the-guarantor of tolerance and freedom of conscience and 
belief" must.step in. "Matters of faith and belief are not decided upon by a 
majority. The rights of each individual have to be protected." 


Lopatka outlined "phenomena...considered inadmissible in Poland" - "militant 
clericalism and intolerance, abusing holy robes and places of worship for 
political activities incompatible with the interests of the Polish People's 
Republic, and activities disturbing law and order or social peace". 


As examples of "political clericalism", the minister said that "instead of 
preaching the Gospel, some priests direct their efforts towards struggling 
against communism and against the socialist political system.... They deny 
that non-believers represent any values whatsoever and inspire religious 
quarrels." But, he observed, "phenomena of political clericalism are becoming 
less and less frequent." He said church authorities also "demand that the 
clergy should not engage in politics". 


Lopatka spoke of the "significant role" played by the eight-denomination Polish 
Ecumenical Council. He said "the state of relations between the state and all 
churches and religious associations except the [numerically-dominant] Catholic 
Church, is completely normal", with those involving the latter "more complicated". 


After a phase of "planned and purposeful anti-communist activities" in the 1940s 
and 50s,he said, "the Catholic Church has been adapting to the realities of 
Poland, in a process that is steadily leading forward, although not fast, nor 
without setbacks. "This process", he added, "is well advanced, but a lot is 
still lacking in the way of acknowledging state-church relations as fully 
normalized". He noted a joint statement last month by the Roman Catholic bishops 
and the government that "relations are developing correctly". 


In sum, he said, "it would be unrealistic to imagine socialist Poland without the 
Catholic Church. The church authorities, on the other hand, see ever more 
clearly that socialism in Poland cannot be overthrown, no matter what force might 
try to undertake such a task." In terms of "philosophy",he said, church-state 
"cooperation and compromise...are inconceivable", but "what divides cannot... 
dominate over what is common". 


In a comment added to his text, Lopatka said WCC work, notably on peace and racism, 
is highly regarded in Poland, that last year's WCC assembly was covered in the 
Polish mass media, and that the ecumenical delegation which visited Poland 

[EPS 82.02.21] in early 1982 (in the wake of the imposition of martial law the 
previous December) was much appreciated. EPS 


WORLD LUTHERAN COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
SENDS DELEGATION, MESSAGE Service 84.01.68 


GENEVA (EPS) - The executive committee of the Lutheran World Federation has 
decided to send an LWF delegation to "encourage the white churches in South 
Africa to take actions" in line with a 1977 LWF declaration that opposition 
to apartheid (the South African system of race separation and white supremacy) 
is something which follows from the Lutheran confessional position. 


Last month, an African regional meeting in Harare to prepare for the LWF 
Seventh Assembly (in Budapest beginning 22 July) suggested that white LWF 
member churches in southern Africa be suspended because they have not taken 

a clear stand on the apartheid issue and have resisted unity with the region's 
much larger black Lutheran denominations [EPS 84.01.28]. 


The LWF constitution does not provide for suspension, so the committee asked 
that suggestions be made by the constitution committee as to "how to deal with 
this matter at the assembly if there is no satisfactory response from the 
churches concerned". 


In another action, the committee cabled its encouragement to the European 
disarmament conference meeting in Stockholm: "We urge you to remain together 
and to produce lasting agreements", the committee said. 


Reviewing LWF-sponsored theological dialogues with other Christian traditions, 
the committee urged moves to develop relationships with Anglicanism, including, 
Said a sub-committee, a study of such issues as the historic episcopate on 
which Lutherans and Anglicans have had differing views. "Only by dealing 
with the theological issues can both churches move ahead without diminishing 
their integrity", the sub-committee reported. The executive committee 
praised the relationship of “interim sharing of the eucharist" declared by 

US Lutherans and Anglicans in 1982. 


In an action designed to allow United churches with Lutheran roots to relate 
officially to the LWF, the committee proposed a constitutional change (subject 
to assembly approval) which would include a category of affiliation 

for "recognized churches, councils and congregations". 


Another proposed change would increase the number of LWF vice-presidents from 
three to five, so they, plus the president and treasurer, could represent 

each of seven LWF regions - East, West, and North Europe, North and Latin 
America, Africa, and Asia. The assembly elects the president and 29 executive 
committee members. The other officers are elected by the committee from its 
membership. 


Also forwarded for assembly approval was a proposed additional paragraph in 
the constitution which states that LWF member denominations "understand 
themselves to be in pulpit and altar fellowship [full communion] with one 
another". Most, but not all, LWF members already officially do so. 


Following the committee meeting, here, LWF President Josiah Kibira and General 
Secretary Carl Mau met in Rome [23 January] with Pope John Paul. Kibira 

said he wanted to thank the pope personally for his initiatives in connection 
with the celebration of the 450th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession in 
1980, and the 500th anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther last year. 

He also discussed the forthcoming LWF assembly and the church in Tanzania, 
where he is a bishop. 


EPS 


FAITH, SCIENCE, FUTURE Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERED IN AUSTRALIA Service 84.01.69 


MELBOURNE (EPS/Harriet Ziegler) — A first-ever national meeting of Australian 
scientists, educators, and church people has created a new network of support 
for scientists concerned, with the. social. and: human consequences of their work 
and has handed the Australian churches a challenging new agenda. 


The Australian Council of Churches sponsored the conference last month, "Faith, 
Science and Technology: 1984 and Beyond", which drew an unexpectedly large and 


diverse crowd of nearly 200 people from all of Australia's states and 
territories. 


Science, technology, and religion all received sharp critiques from the 


Scientists, philosophers, politicians, union organizers and theologians who 
addressed the conference. 


Prominent both in church and scientific circles, Sydney University biologist 
Charles Birch insisted that science and religion must be transformed. Science, 
he argued, must give up its legal-mechanistic worldview, one that prefers 
explanations of the world that can be weighed and measured. "Subjectivity", 

he said, "cannot be excluded in interpreting ourselves or other entities". 


"The transformation of religion involves a rethinking of the nature of God's 


activity and the meaning of God's power", he said. "There are things God 
cannot do.... Let's give up the self-destructive notion of omnipotence that 
plagues the churches and so much Christian theology. There 1s a divine power. 


The paradox is that there is a power in love. It is the only power that 
matters." 


The church must do a better job of articulating statements such as those, 
statements that are at the basis of the Christian faith, said David Gill, 
secretary of the Uniting Church in Australia. 


Another challenge facing the church, he said, is "providing a forum for inter- 
disciplinary, intergenerational reflections". He said conferences like this 
are important as a "way of insuring that we don't feel so lonely anymore. 

It's easier to dream", Gill said, "when you know there are others who share 
your concerns". 


He urged the church to undertake "symbolic acts of anticipation" of the world 
to come. Most important, he said, is a renewed emphasis on liturgy and the 
eucharist. "The challenges of science and technology drive the church anew to 
its main task", he said, "which is worship, where the church cherishes its 
memories and nourishes its dreams". 


Speakers and participants alike were eager to make the points that science and 
technology are not neutral, that they are at the service of the societies in 
which they are found, that their power is limited, and that science and religion 
are not in conflict. 


To bring modern science and technology under control, several speakers urged 
the reinvigoration of Australia's democratic principles. Union organizer 
Helen Davis said workers and their unions must not be shut out of decisions 
about technology in the workplace. With unemployment high in Australia, she 
wondered who would buy the products turned out by the robots and other technology 
now supplanting workers. Jeannette McHugh, a federal member of Parliament and 
part of the Labour majority, said she sees an "urgent need to restore the 
importance of the democratic processes or we will drift into technocratic 
totalitarianism". 

EPS 


NORWAY PASTOR ON LEAVE; Ecumenical Press 
ANOTHER'S OUSTER UPHELD Service 84.01.70 


OSLO (EPS) - The separate cases of two controversial pastors of the [Lutheran ] 
Church of Norway (NK) have developed in recent weeks. 


Helge Hognestad has taken a four-month leave from his post as a resident curate 
in Hévik, near here. He was appointed in 1980 by the former government against 
the advice of NK bishops and many theologians. Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot 
says he hopes the leave - to study Reformation theology - will help clarify 
"satisfactorily" Hognestad's attitude towards the NK confessional position. 


The pastor's critics consider his theology impermissible by Lutheran standards. 
He has questioned such concepts as human sinfulness and redemption, and 
discusses the sacraments in ways which are said to be outside the bounds of 
Lutheran belief. 


Hognestad says his views are permissible. He notes that he did not ask for 
the leave, and says it was the best of several options Aarflot offered. 

After the pastor's leave is over (1 May) the bishop may ask the government 
church and education ministry to reconsider the case. The current minister, 
NK pastor Kjell Magne Bondevik, says he will pay much more attention to church 
leaders on the matter. 


Meanwhile, the Norwegian Supreme Court has upheld the removal from office of 
Bérre Knudsen, vicar of Balsfjord, near Troms¢é in the north of the country. 
Knudsen has refused to carry out some of his duties as a civil servant to 
protest the 1979 Norwegian abortion law. Knudsen says he will leave when his 
Successor is installed. He also plans an appeal to the European Human Rights 
Commission in Strasbourg. 


The court said Knudsen has carried out most of his duties - these not connected 
with his role as civil servant - satisfactorily, and that he or any other 


church person is fully entitled to argue against the abortion law. Knudsen 
has declined offers of church posts which do not include civil-service 
responsibilities. He has refused to open government mail sent him, to keep 


certain civil records, or to marry anyone. 


The Church of Norway Information Service, here, reports that in the wake of the 
Supreme Court decision, "critics say it is clear that Norwegian law is no 
longer bound to be in accordance with Christian norms", although the country's 
1814 constitution links the state with Lutheranism. 


Most NK leaders, including all its bishops, say the 1979 law, which gives 
women the general right to have an abortion up to the 12th week of pregnancy, 
conflicts with Christian teaching. Most, however, have not supported 
Knudsen's method of protest. 


The court said that although the law may be said to be at odds with Lutheran 
teaching, that point cannot be used to restrict the general legislative 
authority of the Storting (parliament), constitutional references to 
Lutheranism notwithstanding. 


A recent poll of Norwegians indicates a majority - 54 percent - favour 
maintaining the NK as a state church, although the portion opposed - 30 percent - 
is increasing. Comparable figures four years ago were 59 and 19 percent. 

In general, younger Norwegians are more opposed to the state church system 

than people of other ages. 


Another poll finds three-quarters of Norwegians wanting their children to be 
influenced by Christianity in kindergarten, primary school, and television 
programmes. More than half (53 percent) say children should be taught to say 
evening prayers and about half (46 percent) think they should attend Sunday school. 


EPS 


SWEDISH FREE SYNOD PROMPTS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH, ECUMENICAL COMMENT Service 84.01.71 


STOCKHOLM (EPS) - The creation towards the end of last year of a "free synod" 
in the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) [EPS 83.12.25] has prompted government 
and ecumenical comment, mostly negative. 


In a newspaper interview, government civil affairs minister Bo Holmstrém said 
that if the synod "leads to a more active opposition against female pastors, 
this could constitute a breach of the laws the Swedish society has accepted". 
He also suggested that if pastors supporting the free synod "in the first 
instance tie their loyalty to the synod and not to the Church of Sweden, 
problems will arise". He said that with current church-state links in the 
country, "this could constitute a question for the government". He noted 
that at ordination pastors agree to "faithfully follow the laws of the church 
and to show their authorities the obedience they deserve". 


Nonetheless, Holmstrém said, the free synod question is first and primarily 
an internal church matter. 


The Church Information Centre (KI) based here, says those speaking for various 
small ''free churches" in Sweden have generally voiced disapproval of the synod. 


Swedish Mission Covenant leader Walter Persson said he regrets the synod's 
formation and "it would have been better if it had not been created". Formal 
reunion of his denomination with the SK is under discussion, and most 
Covenanters are also listed as SK members. The two bodies separated in the 
19th century. 


KI reports that "several [Swedish] church leaders", including Baptist David 
Lagergren and Salvation Army Commissioner Sven Nilsson "are aware of the 
difficulties ...the Free Synod may bring about". 


EPS 
ENGLISH, WELSH CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
LEADERS MEET ON UNITY Service 84.01.72 


CHELMSFORD (Essex, England) (EPS) -Leaders of the major denominations in England 
and Wales met for a consultation [10-11 January] here on the premises and 
practices of Christian unity. 


Gathered at the invitation of the Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales, 
the gathering included the Anglican archbishops of Canterbury, York, and 
Wales, the president and secretary of the British Methodist Conference, the 
moderator and general secretary of the United Reformed Church, the general 
Secretary of the Baptist Union, the president of the Free Church Federal 
Council of Wales, and the general secretaries of the British Council of 
Churches and the Council of Churches for Wales. 


The agenda included discussions of the nature of the church and the exercise 
of authority, and of structures to enable ecumenical dialogue. There was 
recognition, in the words of a communiqué, that such structures "must hold 
together the international and national dimensions and relate together 
different patterns of leadership within the churches". Although it has been 
discussed on and off for 14 years, the Roman Catholic Church has not joined 
the BCC. 


A further discussion and period of prayer for unity is planned for 6-9 April, 
when about 50 church representatives from England and Wales are to meet at 
the invitation of the archbishop of Canterbury. 


EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN RC LEADER Ecumenical Press 
FACES 'TERRORISM! CHARGE Service 84.01.73 


PRETORIA (EPS) - The priest who is secretary general of the Southern African 
[Roman] Catholic Bishops' Conference is reportedly to be tried on charges of 
"terrorism" beginning 10 February. 


Smangaliso Mkhatswa was arrested last 30 October after speaking at a memorial 
service at Fort Hare University for victims of violence earlier in the year 
at the University of Zululand. He was held incommunicado in the Ciskei, one 
of the black "homelands" which South Africa has declared independent. 


In a statement before the trial date was announced, Durban Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Denis Hurley, conference president, spoke of "how detestable a 
political situation becomes when the rule of law is discarded and people 
disappear into detention without trace". The case has also attracted 
international church protest. 


Before his detention, Mkhatshwa was subject for six years to a South African 
banning order which confined him to a magisterial district here and restricted 
his priestly and administrative work. 


EPS 


FIRST FEMALE ANGLICAN Ecumenical Press 
PRIEST HAS ANNIVERSARY Service 84.01.74 


LONDON (EPS) - Supporters of women's ordination in Anglicanism packed 
Westminster Abbey here [21 January] to mark the 40th anniversary of the 
ordination of the first female Anglican priest, Florence Li Tim 01. 


During World War II, she was a deacon working in Macao, a Portuguese enclave 
on the Chinese coast. In the absence of priests to serve the Anglicans in 
the area, Hong Kong Bishop R. 0. Hall ordained her on 25 January 1944. After 
the war, under pressure from other Anglican bishops, Li stopped exercising 

her priestly ministry. 


She did not celebrate the eucharist again until 1957, in Guangzhou (Canton), 
China. In 1971, Jane Hwang and Joyce Bennett, the second and third female 
Anglicans were priested by Hall's successor, Gilbert Baker. die 1G a Das 
lived in Toronto since December 1981. There she is attached to a Chinese 
Anglican congregation. 


Baker celebrated the anniversary eucharist and Bennett preached. Fourteen 
female Anglican priests took part in the service, although they did not 
function as priests because regulations of the [Anglican] Church of England 
do not allow that. There are now an estimated 600 female Anglican priests 
world-wide, in the US, Canada, New Zealand, Kenya, Uganda and Hong Kong. 


England's two Anglican primates sent messages to mark the occasion. 
Canterbury Archbishop Rubert Runcie praised Li's"steady and single-minded 
devotion to our Lord and his church''. York Archbishop John Habgood said, 

"I long for the time when the ordination of women to the priesthood will no 
longer be an issue which divides Christians, but will be accepted as part of 
the consecration of all humanity to God....". 


In a letter, in "The Times" newspaper, 200 English Anglican priests said 
"celebrations of holy communion by women legally ordained abroad are already 
beginning to take place in England, and in future we shall actively encourage 
such celebrations", despite church rules against them. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.01.75-82 


84.01.75 SOUTH AFRICAN LOAN PROTEST Several anti-apartheid groups, including 
the "Women Against Apartheid" group of the Evangelical Church in Germany, are 
protesting a loan of 200 million German marks announced at the end of last 

year. Eighty banks are participating in the loan. Nine of them - five in the 
PRC. three. in. tha sikKs andsthe Union.Bank.ot.Switzertandan have been singled 

out in letters of protest for their major role in this and a 100-million mark loan 
last September to the South African post and telecommunications department. 


84.01.76 LABOUR MAGAZINE DEBUTS With "financial assistance and support"! 
from, among others, serveral church groups, including parts of the World and 
British Councils of Churches, UK-based "International Labour Reports" has been 
launched. Describing itself as "new and controversial," the bimonthly's first 
issue "puts a strong spotlight on the activities of the multinational companies 
and their global operations" and also includes "reports on workers' activities 
round the world." Its address is 300 Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9NS. 


84.01.77 NEW METHODIST ORDER An inner-city minister in Manchester, Peter 
Willis, has organised an "Order after Stephen in Service" which is functioning 
as an official experiment in the British Methodist Church. Requiring fulltime 
service commitments of one to five years, OASIS "seeks to provide, under God, 
to provide the three essentials needed to aid revival - commitment, gifts, and 
mobility." 


84.01.78 MALAWI COLLEGE CLOSED Birmingham (England) Anglican Bishop Hugh 
Montefiore has protested government closing of Zomba Theological College, an 
Anglican-Presbyterian school in Malawi. 


84.01.79 LESOTHO EDITOR FINED W.D. Lesenya, editor of the Roman Catholic 
weekly Maoletsi Oa Basotho, has been fined the equivalent of 1,200 US dollars 
for contempt of court. Sentence follows publication of a letter in the 
newspaper critical of a court decision to acquit two cabinet ministers of 
charges of defaming a former cabinet colleague. 


84.01.80 HAITIAN, PERUVIAN, CANADIAN RC LETTERS Haiti's Roman Catholic 
bishops have issued a pastoral letter calling for support for human rights and 
an end to torture in the country. In Peru, the Roman Catholic bishops have 
condemned government actions against "terrorism" as being "based on terror and 
indiscriminate violence." Under the signature of their president , London 
(Ontario) Bishop John Sherlock, Canada's Roman Catholic bishops have written 
Canadian Justice Minister Mark MacGuigan, to oppose government divorce-reform 
proposals. Sherlock says it would be better for the government to work for 
better marriage preparation and support for families in difficulty. 


84.01.81 PRAYER FOR KENYAN DETAINEES Wives, families, and friends of 
several Kenyan detainees held a one-hour prayer service at a Roman Catholic 
chapel in Nairobi, the capital, early this month. Handwritten signs on the 
pews read: "No speeches or sermons. Just meditate with us." It is thought to 
be the first such public prayer gathering in the country. Kenyan detainees 
include some university lecturers accused of publishing seditious literature. 


84.01.82 MILINGO REFLECTS Emmanuel Milingo, Zambian RC archbishop. relieved 
of his post as head of the Lusaka archdiocese in 1982 in connection with his 
healing activities and questions about his administrative practices, said in 
Nairobi that his fellow African bishops were less supportive than he would 
have wished when his faith-healing ministry was under question. He also 
suggested that he is considered controversial in large part because the 
Western press labeled him so. Milingo is now the pope's delegate for migrants, 
refugees, and tourism, and based at the Vatican. While in Kenya, he conducted 
several healing sessions, as he has in Rome and elsewhere. He said the pope 
promised to "safeguard" his healing ministry. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.01.83-91 


84.01.83 BELYDENDEKRING DISAGREEMENT EPD, the FRG church news service, 
reports that the chairperson and organisational secretary (Elia Tema and 

Lucas Mabusela) of the South African Reformed anti-apartheid group Belydenekring 
have temporarily stepped down in the wake of "serious differences of opinion 
concerning the administration and other internal matters." Piet Moatsche is 
interim chairperson. All three are ordained ministers. 


84.01.84 SWEDISH BISHOPS FAST Led by /Lutheran/ Church of Sweden Archbishop 
Bertil Werkstrém, an ecumenical group of Swedish bishops and other church 
leaders conducted a two-day fast to show solidarity with the world's starving 
people. Triggering the action was a proposal by the Swedish government to 

cut foreign aid expenditures. 


84.01.85 SWEDEN AND SOUTH AFRICA The Swedish Ecumenical Council is 
recommending that Swedish-owned industries stop all operations in South 
Africa. 


84.01.86 LUTHERAN NUNS BECOME ROMAN CATHOLIC Eight Swedish Lutheran nuns 
have decided to become Roman Catholics "not on account of any disagreement 
but simply...as a logical step....Most of all," said Mother Tyra, leader of 
the group, "we would have liked to see a reunion between the two churches." 
There are six other small groups of nuns in the /Lutheran/ Church of Sweden. 
In recent months, three of eight Swedish Lutheran monks have become Roman 
Catholics. 


84.01.87 SWEDISH CHURCH POSTER CAMPAIGN In the recent holiday season, 

the /Lutheran/ Church of Sweden organised a poster campaign. Swedish 
shoppers saw a drawing of a large white star and church building on a deep 
red background. At the bottom was the message: "Experience a real Christmas. 
The doors of your church are wide open. The Church of Sweden." 


84.01.88 | NORWEGIAN CHURCH BUDGET Leaders of the /Lutheran/ Church of 
Norway say they are satisfied with the 1984 state church budget approved by 
the Storting (parliament). It includes funds for 24 new posts (pastors, 
catechists, and education consultants). However, Johannes Ulltveit-Moe, 
director of the church's national council, says 190 new posts are needed 
because of the reduction in the work week of church employees. 


84.01.89 FREE CHURCH DECLINE The annual report of the Free Church 

Federal Council highlights what its general secretary Richard Hamper describes 
as the "dramatic decline" in membership in its member denominations in Wales 
and England. Figures in 1953 were 1.67 million members, 10,682 ministers, 

and 1.58 million children and young people. Corresponding figures at the 

end of last year were 1.06 million, 10,410, and 573,580. FCFC members 

include the Baptist Union, Methodist, United Reformed, Independent Methodist, 
and Moravian Churches, Presbyterian Church of Wales, Union of Welsh Independents, 
Wesleyan Reform Union, Congregational Federation, Free Church of England, 
Salvation Army, Fellowship of Churches of Christ, and Countess of Huntingdon's 
Connexion. 


84.01.90 WORLD RELIGIOUS LIBERTY DAY The 23,000 congregations around the 
world of the US-based Seventh-day Adventist Church celebrated a special day 
of prayer for religious liberty 21 January. 


84.01.91 IRISH GOVERNMENT & CHURCH ON IRA’ The government of the Irish 
Republic has disagreed with the leader of Irish Roman Catholicism on the 
possibility of support for Sinn Fein, the political wing of the outlawed 
Irish Republican Army. In a radio interview this month, Armagh Archbishop 
Tomas Cardinal O'Fiaich said that in some circumstances, one could be 
"morally justified" in voting for Sinn Fein or even being a member of it. 
The next day, the government, without mentioning the archbishop or his 
remarks, said Sinn Fein has "openly and unequivocally declared its support 
for a campaign of /IRA/ murders and intimidations."' The cardinal said 
support for Sinn Fein could not morally include support for IRA violence. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.01.92-98 


84.01.92 GET OUT THE VOTE New York-based Religious News Service reports 
that "early action by national church agencies of organizing nationwide 

voter registration and ‘education drive' points to an unprecedented religious 
role in the electoral process in 1984....Mainline Protestant denominations 
have joined to finance and train local projects aimed at registering low-income 
people or minorities....Catholic bishops have directed local dioceses and 
parishes to set up registration drives....Protestant fundamentalist groups... 
are focusing ..attention...on registering new fundamentalist voters....Black 
churches, which have traditionally been a centre for vote generation in the 
black community, have redoubled their efforts in light of the presidential 
candidacy of...Jesse Jackson." The US presidential election is next November, 
as are elections for most members of Congress (federal legislature) and many 
state officials. 


84.01.93 NHK SUPPORTS IKV The synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church 
(NHK) has decided that only the Interchurch Peace Council (IKV) is to 

receive church funds as a recognised peace movement. In recent years, 

groups opposed to the IKV approach - "help rid the world of nuclear weapons, 
and start with the Netherlands" - have formed groups seeking similar official 
NHK status. 


84.01.94 | NETHERLANDS BIG-CITIES COUNCIL With declining congregations 
and varied urban problems, the Netherlands Reformed Church has set up a 
special council for the country's four large cities - Amsterdam, Utrecht, 
Rotterdam, and the Hague. NHK synod chairman C.B. Roos says the council 
will work ecumenically. 


84.01.95 CHURCH-STATE TIE CUT The Dutch parliament has officially cut a 
financial link between church and state. Until now, some churches have been 
receiving yearly grants in compensation for church property taken by the 
State in the 1800s. The parliament has decided to pay the churches a lump 
some worth 90 million US dollars as a final settlement. In a continuing 
link, the government pays a small portion of the salaries of some ministers. 


84.01.96 DUTCH CISKEI CONCERN The Council of Churches in the Netherlands 
has asked the Dutch foreign affairs minister to express concern about the 
situation in Ciskei with the South African government. Ciskei is a black 
"homeland" declared independent by South Africa. 


84.01.97 PAPAL VIDEO CASSETTES  lLondon-based Reuters news agency reports 
that the Vatican has begun "making video cassettes of the pope available 
around the world". The Centro Televisivo Vaticano also sells memento cassettes 
of private audiences with the pope, including shots of the visitor "arriving 
at Rome airport, entering the Vatican gates, receiving a Swiss guard salute, 
and meeting the pontiff. CTV will produce a slick, documentary-style video 
Souvenir of your day, including background music and a running commentary in 
almost any language." 


84.01.98 ARCIC CATECHISM Two participants in the official international 
theological dialogue between Anglicans and Roman Catholics (ARCIC) - E.J. 
Yarnold and Henry Chadwick - have published a series of questions and 
answers related to the group's official report. Among other things, they 
opine that "there does not seem to be any fundamental reason why the sovereign 
should not be supreme governor of a Church of England united with Rome, if 
his or her authority is confined to the temporal well-being of the church." 
They note that some current Vatican agreements with governments give them 
"no less power in the nomination of bishops than is possessed today in 
England by the Crown." They also observe that "the authority of the universal 
primate is limited" and "does not carry the right to stifle all local 
initiatives and traditions." Would reunited Anglicans have to obey papal 
orders? "Not in the normal course of things." 
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ECUVIEW: "Religion and Government in Nigeria" EPS, 84.01.99 


The following statement ts excerpted from matertal supplied by the Christtan 
Assoetatton of Nigeria, which groups the Christian Counetl of Nigerta, the 
Roman Catholte Church, and some other denominattons not part of CCN. It was 
tssued before Nigerta's recent mtlttary coup. It reacts against suggesttons 
that there be an advisory board or a spectal asststant for religious affatrs 
("Christtan, Muslim or Traditional") in the office of Nigerta's president. 


The creation of a special assistant for Christian affairs is unacceptable 


to our association. For one thing, it is going to be well-nigh impossible for 
such an officer, however well-meaning and efficient, to make an accurate 
presentation of the church leaders’ views to the powers-that~-be. If, on the 


other hand, the federal government's aim in appointing such an officer is to 
prevent church leaders from coming to Ribadu Road to have heart~-to-heart 
discussions with either the president or the vice-president, on issues which 
affect not only the church, but the generality of Nigerians; if, in other 
words, the president and the vice-president are fed up with receiving church 
leaders at the State House, we are convinced that the appointment of a special 
assistant for Christian affairs is not the appropriate solution. The federal 
government should simply request the church to evolve another method of making 
her views known on matters affecting the welfare and progress of this country.... 


. We now turn briefly to the charge of "intolerance" which the Nigeria Muslim 
Council has preferred against Christians [because of opposition to an Islamic 
advisory board]... We are sure that, in its use of the word "intolerance", the 
Nigerian Muslim Council has made a serious linguistic error, with which we 
ought to sympathise. For we all know that, during the days of the late 
Sarduana of Sokoto, several fanatical Muslims did not hide their intention to 
forcibly eradicate Christianity which they enviously regarded as a threat to the 
growth and spread of Islam. 


With the translation of the Sarduana, the zeal of the fanatics seemed to subside; 
but only temporarily. Their unbridled fervour burst out again about 1976. The 
new outbursts assumed various forms - unprovoked physical attacks on Christians, 
particularly in the North; damage or even destruction of church buildings ; 
ridiculing of Christian religion and doctrines, through the mass media, by Muslim 
teachers and preachers who, one would assume, ought really to know better. 


In all these circumstances, it is strange, perhaps even blameworthy, that 
Christians and their leaders displayed "their usual intolerance towards Muslims", 
by either doing or saying nothing, or by occasionally registering a verbal 
protest and warning against the inquisitorial persecution and harassment which 
they were suffering at the hands of the "very tolerant" Muslims. Primarily 
because of their belief, their up-bringing and their way of life, Christians in 
this country shall continue to evince tremendous forbearance, even in the face 

of unnecessary and unwarranted provocation from Muslim fanatics. However, be 

it realized that even Christians are made of flesh and blood and can be pushed 

to the wall. 


In the over-all interest of peace in this country, we wish to repeat our advice 
that none of our governments - federal or state - should dabble in religion, for 
the purpose of merely using it to score a political goal. We shudder to 
contemplate the ultimate repercussions of such a perilous move. We also wish 
to plead, earnestly, with those of our Muslim brethren, who insatiably "hunger 
and thirst after" a religious war in Nigeria, to please have a look round some 
of the hot zones of our world, where such wars are currently raging. Those 
who do not mind if the heavens fall, as long as Christianity is wiped out and 
their religion enthroned, may wish to know that when the heavens do fall, all 
of us - Christians, Muslims, Pagans, Atheists and others — the whole lot of us, 
will find it impossible to escape the resultant crashing and crushing catastrophe. 
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ECUVIEW: "The Church in Poland Today" EPS 84.01.100 


The followtng was prepared by Uffe Gjerding, Europe secretary of the Geneva- 
based World Counetl of Churches, who vtstted Poland last month [EPS 84.01.101]. 
The reference to PEC ts to the Polish Ecumenical Counetl. It groups etght 
minortty denomtnattons - Lutheran, Old Catholte (2), Eastern Orthodox, ) 
Methodist, Reformed, Baptist, Untted Evangelical - with about 700,000 members. 
Most of the rest of the 35 million Poles are counted as Roman Catholtes. 


Whereas freedom to belong to a religious community and practice one's faith is 
guaranteed legislatively by virtually all socialist countries, the 'space' 
which is given in actual practice to different forms of religious practice 
varies considerably. Poland is probably the country with most latitude in 
this respect. And in spite of the economic and political turmoil of the past 
few years one can even note an increase in the diversity and intensity of 
religious activity. 


The traditionally very strong position of the Roman Catholic Church has been 

a factor which the state could not neglect, and in spite of the often difficult 
position for the much smaller Orthodox, Old Catholic and Protestant churches, 
they too have benefited from the forceful presence of the Roman Catholic Church 
in the Polish society. 


To illustrate the freedom given to church activities in the past few years the 
following can be mentioned as examples: 


- permissions to build new churches and church-related buildings have 
been given very readily. 

- the import, printing and sale of Bibles and other Christian literature 
has been very liberal and increased tremendously. Some months ago the 
first non-Catholic Christian bookshop was opened by the Lutheran Church 
in Cieszyn. 

- Since 1982 PEC member churches have been offered time on state radio 
and television for regular transmissions of religious programmes. 

- the churches were recognized, also throughout the period of martial 
law with no restrictions, as channels of providing material aid to the 
Polish population. 

- public evangelization campaigns are regularly carried out by the 
churches with increased attendance, 

- children's and youth camps are arranged by all PEC churches each 
summer. 

- the Lutheran Church has been permitted to establish an Association 
for intellectuals, 

- during martial law pastors had special permission and petrol 
allowances to visit people in their parishes, etc. 


It is understandable that their minority situation makes contacts abroad of 


vital importance for the PEC member churches. This provides a feeling of 
belonging to a wider fellowship which is much needed not least now that the 
Catholics have their 'own' pope. Bilateral as well as multilateral (WCC, etc.) 


relationships have been intensified over the last few years, partly - but 
certainly not only - due to the vast programme of material aid. 
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ECUVIEW: "Church Material Aid to Poland" EPS 84.01.101 


Last 5-11 December, Uffe Gjerding, Europe secretary at the Geneva-based World 
Counetl of Churches, vistted Poland. The following ts excerpted from a report 
(sttrep 15, January 1984) on that vistt available from the WCC interchurch atd 
commtsston (CICARWS), Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. From the beginntng of the 
WCC-coordinated Polish programme in December 1981 through the end of 1983, the 
value of atd shipments has been 18.98 mtllton US dollars. 


Since my last visit in April 1983 no major changes in the general supplies 
situation could be observed. This means a general improvement compared to one 
or two years ago. Of course there are always periods where certain commodities 
are in short supply or unavailable and daily commodities like butter, sugar and 
meat are still on ration. Queues are mainly seen where a limited supply of 
otherwise scarce commodities appear on the market, e.g. fish, children's shoes 
andi clothes, toys, ete: 


The productivity of agriculture and industry has shown slight improvement, but 
hardly enough even to keep abreast with the rather high birth-rate. Meat 
production is even expected to fall further due mainly to the effect of the US 
boycott on import of fodder. 


The main problem at present in Poland, as far as the supply of the population 
is concerned, is that prices have risen and are announced to rise further in 
February (at least 10% on everyday commodities). This means that even the 
goods on the market are out of reach for a substantial percentage of the 
population. Those strongest affected are the pensioned people in the cities 
and families with several children. Aid in the form of any basic 
commodities - even if available on the local market - to these groups is 
therefore still of importance. 


The distribution system of the 15 regional committees of the Polish Ecumenical 
Council (PEC) functions very efficiently. We were able to verify this in 
Warsaw as well as in the Poznan, Wroclaw and Katowice regions which we visited. 
The main bulk of the aid goes to own parish members, but anybody in real need 
is helped, and when sufficient goods are available these are in some cases 
shared with the local Roman Catholic Church. In periods where few goods are 
received only the most needy receive help (in general a careful record of such 
individuals and families is kept in each parish) while bigger deliveries make 
a general allocation to all parishioners possible. 


Until now the largest proportion of the aid has been distributed through the 
WCC-PEC channels. Smaller bilateral deliveries have been arriving locally 
parallel” to. this. 


Both PEC staff and church leaders requested that if only limited funds are 
still available through WCC channels and related agencies these should 
preferably be held for situations of special need. Special mention was made 
of the various churches' children and youth camps which are difficult to carry 
through without the aid from abroad. Another item of vital importance still 
is baby-food, since it is not obtainable in sufficient quantities and is both 
of a nutritional as well as a medical value for the newborn babies. So our 
general policy for the coming months will be to hold most of the remaining 
funds until we receive concrete indications from the Polish Ecumenical Council 
on these and other special needs. 
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SHOPTALK 


The WCC refugee service has released information on "refugee women 
and girls” and "the Al-Muntada Centre, West Berlin.” .Copies of either 
or both are available on request to the service, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


+ttt+ 


Christian Broadcast Training Limited has announced its schedule of 1984 
courses. Anyone interested could contact Chris Wright at CBT, Severals 
House, 3 Bury Road, Newmarket CB8 7BS, England. 


tetet 


CONLriIDUtersSeCC™ tits cro 


Liberato C. Bautista (.45) works at the National Council of Churches 
in the Philippines. 


Lorelei Bonck Garrett (.46) is church school superintendent at Johnson 
Memorial Presbyterian church in Charlotte, North Carolina, USA. 


J.H. Ghose (.47) is bishop of the Darjeeling diocese of the [United] 
Church of North India. 


Tracy Early (.48) is US correspondent for EPS. 


Eugene Stockwell (.50) joined the staff of the World Council of Churches 
last month as director of the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism. Before that, he was associate general secretary for 
overseas ministries at the [US] National Council of Churches. 


+e+et 


The January issue of INTERVOX, the ecumenical audio news and feature 
service, includes items on church-state relations in Poland, the US 
churches and Central America, the Lutheran World Federation assembly 
next July in Budapest, the situation in Argentina in the wake of 

the return to civilian rule, dowry deaths in India. 


The entire tape or cassette or individual items are available on request 
to Producer Monique McClellan, World Council of Churches, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. INTERVOX is issued monthly. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.02.01-10 


84.02.01 JAPAN BISHOPS ON REFUGEES Japan's RC bishops have wirtten the 
government asking it to clarify its responsibilities when refugees look for 
jobs or are involved in accidents. A church report says that "since 
private groups, among which is the church, are involved in the assistance 
to the refugees, it is highly desirable that the government make clear its 
own responsibilities regarding these problems." 


84.02.02 CONFESSION IN FINLAND The Finnish Lutheran Information Center 
reports that with the approval of the diocesan bishop, the Lutheran congre- 
gation in Valkeakoski has installed a "Catholic-style confessional" where 
persons may confess their sins privately and anonymously. The pastor says 
the option "has had a good reception." 


84.02.03 CHURCH & LABOR IN FINLAND Last year, representatives of 

the Finnish Lutheran church and the Finnish labor movement held a seminar 
attended by, among others, Lutheran Primate John Vikstrém and Social 
Democratic Prime Minister Kalevi Sorsa. The Finnish Lutheran Information 
Center reports that "mutual understanding has increased between the church 
and the labor movement in recent years. Polarization has become less 
pronounced,...co-operation is now possible," and "there is no longer any 
reason for the two to regard each other as adversaries." 


84.02.04 JAPANESE ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY Late last year, 70 ordained 
women of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) gathered in Tokyo to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the ordination of Takahashi Hisano, first 
woman ordained in one of its predecessor denominations (Presbyterian). 
About 17 percent (473 of 2706) ordained Kyodan ministers are women. 


84.02.05 MALAWI COLLEGE REOPENS Zomba College, an Anglican-Presbyterian 
school in Malawi reportedly closed by the government /EPS 84.01.78/ was 
reported open again as of 9 January. 


B27 06 MILITARY CHAPLAINS, PEACE ACTIVISTS MEET Thirty-five peace 
activists and military chaplains met for three days last month in Chicago. 

A report from the American Lutheran Church, to which 31 of those who met 
belong, says they "changed some of their opinions about one another based on 
stereotypes." The group adopted a "call for continued dialogue on the 
subject involving people from various viewpoints." 


84.02.07 NEW ITALIAN CONCORDAT The Italian government has proposed a 
new "concordat" with the Vatican. It would place all Italian denominations 
on an equal footing before the law. Till now, the Roman Catholic Church, 
of which most Italians are at least nominal members, has enjoyed certain 
privileges based on a 1929 Vatican-Italian agreement. 


84.02.08 SOVIET RELIGIOUS PEACE COMMISSION Russian Orthodox Metropolitan 
Filaret of Minsk has been named head of a new commission to provide "effective 
links between Soviet peace workers and foreign religious groups opposed to 
war.'' The commission was announced during a conference in Moscow last 

month of the Soviet Peace Committee. 


84.02.09 CHURCH TALKS WITH MINING REPS Representatives of the Uniting 
Church in Australia and the Australian Mining Industry Council have agreed 
to regular and continuing discussions of issues "on which the church and 

the industry hold opposing viewpoints.'"' The UCA newspaper "Church & 

Nation" notes that "relationships between the church and the mining industry 
have come under severe strain through church involvement in Aboriginal land 
rights, uranium mining and environmental issues." 


84.02.10 ZIMBABWE BISHOPS ON ATHEISM’ In a letter marking the New Year, 
Zimbabwe's Roman Catholic bishops underscored that "the atheist 
philosophy is incompatible with Christianity and the African tradition." 
They also said they stand ready for wide-ranging cooperation with the 
government in a program of social betterment. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.02.11-17 


84.02.11 SWISS ALTERNATIVE SERVICE On 26 February, Swiss voters decide 
on a proposal to allow alternative civil service for those who object to 
military service. The initiative has received support from many sectors of 
the Swiss church, although the governing committee of the Interconfessional 
Society of Army Chaplains has unanimously rejected it. 


84.02.12 NESTLE BOYCOTT OFF A seven-year boycott of the Swiss-based 
Nestle Corporation has been called off in the wake of an agreement between 
Nestle and the International Nestle Boycott Committee. Opposition to 

Nestle was based on its efforts to sell products in the Third World encouraging 
mothers not to breast feed their children. Critics charge that misuse of the 
breast-milk substitute - of which Nestle is the largest supplier - causes 

10 million infant deaths a year. Nestle has agreed to abide by standards 

of breast-milk-subsitute marketing set by UNICEF. Rome-based Inter Press 
Service reports that Infact, US affiliate of INBC, is considering a similar 
boyoctt against three US breast-milk-substitute suppliers who have not 
announced their intention to comply with the code. Between them, American 
Home Products, Abbot Laboratories, and Bristol-Myers supply about 30 

percent of the infant formula sold in the Third World. 


84.02.13 GRENADA REPERCUSSIONS Lima-based Latinamerica Press reports 
that in the wake of the US-led invasion of Grenada last year, "two regional 
institutions have been particularly shaken:" the Caribbean Community and 
the Caribbean Conference of Churches. LAP says that "more devastating to 
the psychological coherence of the region than the invasion itself...was 
the invitation by a few Caribbean nations to the United States to join that 
invasion....The six small nations invited a superpower to invade a seventh, 
thereby eradicating all hope for the creation of a regional identity in the 
near future."/See EPS 83.11.01, 11.18, 12.02, 12.104/. 


84.02.14 SWEDEN VISITS ENGLAND A delegation from the /Lutheran/ Church 
of Sweden visited the /Anglican/ Church of England /1-5 February/ to 
examine its organisation and structures. Proposals are pending in Sweden 
to update church structures there, largely unchanged since the Middle Ages. 
Both churches have links to the state. 


84.02.15 UK ECUMENISM Christian unity week last month brought two items 
from EPS UK correspondent Robert Nowell. In the St. Pancras area of 

London, seven congregations of four denominations (Anglican, United Reformed, 
Methodist, and Roman Catholic) have agreed to some joint preparation of 
candidates and their families for baptism, and generally to administer it 
(separately) on the same six Sundays a year. In Northern Ireland, Presbyterian 
Minister David Armstrong in Limavady, reportedly asked to resign by congre- 
gational leaders because he was thought to be too friendly with Roman 
Catholics, was later reported to have received unanimous support against 

such criticism from his congregation's session. 


84.02.16 SECOND-CAREER CLERGY US Lutheran officials report a striking 
increase in older candidates for ordination. In the Lutheran Church in 
America, for example, 41 percent of the 1982-83 seminary graduates were 
over 30, compared with 12 percent 10 years earlier. 


84.02.17. MUZOREWA'S RELEASE ASKED The Zimbabwe annual conference of 

the United Methodist Church has expressed support for its bishop, Abel 
Muzorewa, and urged the government to release him, or at least bring him to 
trial. Muzorewa, prime minister of Zimbabwe before it officially received 
its independence from the UK, has been detained since last year on charges 
of anti-state activity /EPS 83.11.72/. Oklahoma UM Bishop John Wesley 
Hardt says Muzorewa retains "some freedom" to see family and other visitors, 


and that through an,administrative assistant he continues to exercise significant 
conference leadership. EDS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.02.18-24 


84.02.18 ETHIOPIAN RELEASES, CANCELLATION Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Information reports from Hermannsburg, FRG, that two leaders of the Central 
Synod of the Ethiopian Evangelical /Lutheran/ Mekane Yesus Church and two 
church workers in the EECMY Western Synod have been released. The pairs 
were held since 1979 and 1980 respectively. LWI also reports that the 
civil authorities have "temporarily cancelled" the meeting of the EECMY 
general assembly scheduled to begin 25 January in Addis Ababa. Since 1980 
the Ethiopian government has closed a number of churches, including, LWI 
reports, more than 500 EECMY congregations. 


84.02.19 LUTHERAN/RC DIALOGUE IN INDIA At a meeting held to begin 
official dialogue between Indian Lutherans and Roman Catholics, 21 church 
representatives said they would work towards a "common affirmation...of our 
faith, in the Indian context, notwithstanding our differences in identity, 
theology, and polity." The first of the annual dialogue sessions is set 
for the end of April. Topic is "the meaning of the church in the context 
of Indian society." 


84.02.20 INDIAN LUTHERAN 'PEACE, AMITY, RENEWAL' Special services last 
month /8 January/ in Indian Lutheran congregations marked the beginning of 

a three-year effort to "break down some of the tensions" among the nine 
denominations grouped in the United Evangelical Lutheran Churches 

of India. The effort follows a December "Delhi Declaration" from a 

meeting of 80 UELCI leaders. The 1984-86 period is to be a time of "sustained 
effort to bring about a climate of peace, amity, and commitment to our 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ through repentance and renewal of church and 
society." 


84.02.21 LUTHERANS ON HISTORIC EPISCOPATE A 16-month study by 10 US 
Lutheran theologians has concluded that while the "historic succession of 
bishops" is "not a necessity for the validity of the church's ministry," it 
may be accepted as a "symbol of the church's unity and continuity." 

Moreover, the group recommends that US Lutherans establish a system of 
oversight in the church (episcope) which will "promote rather than retard 

the greater visible unity of the church." American Lutheranism (two-thirds 
of which is preparing to come together in a single denomination by 1988) 

"is free to create...forms of leadership that embody episcope and hold 
ecumenical promise." Some traditions with which Lutheranism is developing 
closer relations (notably Anglicanism) have tended to insist on the necessity 
of bishops in "historic succession," and Lutherans in some parts of the 

world have such a pattern. The study group also says there is "no fundamental 
or essential" difference between bishops and pastors (priests/presbyters), 
and that the one office of ministry in Lutheranism is in "the unbroken 
succession of the ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ." 


84.02.22 CALL FOR SIMPLICITY, INCULTURATION The Conference of Religious, 
India, an organisation of Roman Catholics in religious orders, has called 
for a refashioning of their lives guided by principles of inculturation, 
Simplicity, poverty, austerity, contemplation, and prayerfulness. The 
group met last month in Cochin. 


84.02.23 NEWSWEEKLY ON CHRISTIANITY The Illustrated Weekly of India 
concludes in a cover story on the church that "today there are two churches: 
one fighting the battle of the poor with all means at its disposal, the 
other collaborating with the CIA." The secular publication has a wide 
readership among the intelligentsia in the mostly Hindu country. 


84.02.24 PAKISTANI LEADER GREETS CHRISTIANS Pakistani President Zia-ul- 
Haq said in a Christmas message to the country's Christian minority that 


his government considers the "security and safeguarding of the interests of 
the Christian community in Pakistan as a sacred trust." Islam is the | 
dominant religion in Pakistan, and there are calls for increased Islamisation 


of the society. EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.02.25-33 


84.02.25 PORTUGUESE ABORTION DEBATE Portugal's parliament last month 
passed a law to make abortions easier to obtain in mostly Roman Catholic 
Portugal. RC leaders strongly opposed the changes, and urged the faithful 
not to support politicians and parties which support the relaxation. The 
changes do not legalise abortion, but do allow prosecution for abortion to 
be waived in cases such as danger to a mother's life or foetal deformity. 


84.02.26 ECUMENISM IN SCOTLAND About 20 Scottish church leaders are to 
meet at Pentecost (9-11 June) to worship, study, and discuss together. 
Invitation for the gathering came from leaders of the ecumenical community 
at Iona, base for St. Columba's evangelisation of Scotland in the sixth 
century. 


84.02.27 BEAGLE DISPUTE The foreign ministers of Chile and Argentina 
signed /23 January/ a declaration of peace and friendship and pledged to 
settle a border dispute in the Beagle Channel which almost led them to war 
in 1978. The document was signed at the Vatican, which has been mediating 
the dispute since then. 


84.02.28 HUNGARIAN CHURCH DISPUTE The Austrian church news agency 
Kathpress says a three-year-old unofficial Hungarian Roman Catholic "committee 
for human dignity" plans to send someone to the Vatican to protest church- 
state relationships. The group says Hungarian Roman Catholic Primate 

Laszlo Cardinal Lekai is too friendly with government authorities. 


84.02.29 WARC ON BEM The Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches has prepared a booklet to encourage response to the 1982 ecumenical 
convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM, EPS 49/02). The 
booklet asks questions about the preface to BEM and its three parts. Alan 
P.F. Sell, head of the WARC theology department, says the WARC executive 
committee is "most anxious that the fullest possible Reformed response be 
made to BEM." The WCC Commission on Faith and Order has asked for interim 
responses by the end of this year, with more definitive responses by the 

end of next. 


84.02.30 ECUMENISM IN BELGIUM Belgian church leaders issued a common 
letter to mark last month's Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. It was 
signed by Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, Eastern Orthodox, and United 
leaders. 


84.02.31 RELEASE IN NAMIBIA Geneva-based Lutheran World Information 
reports two employees of the Council of Churches in Namibia, Gregor 
Makgone and Rahimisa Kahimisa, have been released. They were detained by 
South African security police last September. 


84.02.32 ARRESTS IN KOREA’ The Methodist minister who directs the 
/Korean/ Christian Institute for the Study of Justice and Development, Cho 
Seung Kyuk, and two academics, Lee Young Hee and Kang Man Kil, were arrested 
/30 December/. They were charged /10 January/ with praising a North Korean 
proposal for national unification as more reasonable and democratic than 

the South Korean approach. They were also reportedly accused of saying 

that North Korea has more national legitimacy than South Korea. Expressing 
such opinions violates South Korea's National Security Law. A purpose of the 
institute is to "foster reflection, discussion and development of democratic 
foundations in Korea.'"' The National Christian Council of Korea protested 
the arrests, and said the government is misrepresenting their views. 


84.02.33 POLISH BISHOPS ON SITUATION Following a two-day meeting late 
last month, Poland's Roman Catholic bishops said "the church has not 
reduced its efforts to eliminate ...harmful phenomena /in society/...But 


the church also teaches that people should protect the good of society, 
which the state represents." Among the phenomena, the statement mentions 
workers in prison for their beliefs or otherwise discriminated against. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 84.02.34-43 


84.02.34 MINISTRY TO DETAINEES The United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines has set up a five-person committee to minister to political 
detainees and their families. 


84.02.35 MIGRANT RIGHTS IN EUROPE A working group of the Churches' 
Committee on Migrant Workers in Europe is planning a Europe-wide campaign 
for a "right of settlement" for migrant workers who have been living 
legally in a country for three to five years. Currently, migrant workers 
in many parts of Europe find it difficult to obtain permission to settle 
permanently. 


84.02.36 UNITED PROTESTANT SYNOD IN BELGIUM The synod of the United 
Protestant Church of Belgium rejected several proposals before it, including 
a proposed 1984 budget and motions calling on the Belgian government to 
reject additional nuclear armament and to take limited steps towards 
unilateral disarmament. It also rejected the report submitted by its 
council. It did, however, re-elect council president André J. Pieters for 
a 1984-88 term, and accepted four parishes into membership. One each is of 
Lutheran, Mennonite, and Conservative Evangelical background; a fourth is 

a result of UPCB mission work. A special synod meeting was called to 
consider a revised budget. A proposal to reconsider a UPCB decision to 
ordain women was withdrawn after much opposition. 


84.02.37 CZECH BRETHREN MESSAGE The 23rd synod of the Evangelical /United/ 
Church of the Czech Brethren met in Prague towards the end of last year and 
issued a statement on peace. Among other things, it rejects "all weapons 

of mass destruction, especially the development, production, testing, 
deployment, and use of nuclear weapons, which we consider to be a crime and 

a sin." 


84.02.38 RC STUDY GROUP IN CENTRAL AMERICA Last month a 35-strong North 
American Roman Catholic delegation of bishops, academics, priests, and 
others went to Costa Rica to study the Central American situation. Among 
others, the group met with the Roman Catholic archbishops of Managua, San 
Salvador, Tegucigalpa, Guatemala, Panama, and San José. 


84.02.39 QUAKERS APPEAL TO QUEEN’ Representatives of the British Society 
of Friends (Quakers) have appealed to Queen Elizabeth to use her influence 
as leader of the Commonwealth to end the arms race. 


84.02.40 FEMALE PASTOR, NEW BISHOP IN SPAIN The Spanish Evangelical 
Church has ordained its first female pastor, Melle Vidal. The Spanish 
Reformed Episcopal /Anglican/ Church has a new bishop. Arturo Sanchez 
succeeded Ramon Taibon. 


84.02.41 APPEAL ON IMMIGRANTS IN BELGIUM The Roman Catholic bishops of 
Belgium have issued an appeal on the refugee situation there. They ask that 
responses be "guided only by concern for the common good and the best 
traditions of generosity of our country," despite the "difficult circumstances 
of the economic crisis" which have contributed to tensions between Belgians 
and foreign nationals 


84.02.42 WCRP ASSEMBLY The fourth world meeting of the Geneva-based, 
interfaith World Conference on Religion and Peace is scheduled for 23-31 
August in Nairobi. Previous general assemblies were in Tokyo (1970), 
Louvain (1974), and Princeton (1979). About 400 representatives from 50 
countries are expected. Among projected speakers is Mother Teresa. 


84.02.43 LEBANON APPEAL Leaders of conferences of Roman Catholic 
bishops in Europe released /23 January/ an appeal for European Christian 
"solidarity" with the Lebanese, especially Christians. The bishops call 
for "coexistence among the various religions and cultures in Lebanon, and 
recognition of the rights of Christian communities in particular." They 
also call for a "democratic dialogue in connection with the legitimate 


authorities" of the country. Signers include church leaders from Italy, 
Belgium, FRG, England and Wales, Ireland, Luxemburg, Netherlands, France, 


and the European Community as a whole. 
EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''Zwingli's 500th Anniversary" EPS 84.02.44 


1 January was the 500th anntversary of the birth of Swiss church reformer 
Ulrich Zwinglt. A nattonally-televised, ecumentcal communton service 

29 January from the Ziirtch cathedral where Zwinglt mintstered in the 16th 
century concluded a weekend of study and celebratton there to mark the 
occaston. Other anniversary events are planned during 1984 tn Swttzerland 
and elsewhere. The following is excerpted from a sermon preached at the 
Ecumenteal Centre in Geneva 2 January by Rudolph Renfer, pastor of the German- 
speaking Reformed congregatton tn that city. 


.. War and peace were subjects that preoccupied Zwingli throughout his life. 
Being priest at Glarus, he lived closely with the situation of the mercenaries 
who left Switzerland as soldiers for the great powers of Europe. cB a fro Me) 
Zwingli accompanied as chaplain, the soldiers of Glarus at the battle of 
Marignan. He was horrified at the cruel defeat of the Swiss who fought for 
Milan. In consequence, he became the strongest opponent of mercenary service, 
especially after his installation at Ziirich cathedral. 


He opposed the military policy of Switzerland, its exports of arms and soldiers. 
But through this, he was confronting the nobles of Ziirich who made great sums 
of money out of military service and who claimed that a ban on military service 
would lead to economic disaster, unprecedented recession and uncontrollable 
social conflict. But Zwingli won through in the name of Christ and of truth. 
He said that our decisions as free men must dominate and not be subject to 
economic reality. He saw war as a thwarting of the will of God. 


But as well as this, and here we have the tragedy of Zwingli, he lost his life 
at the battle of Kappel when he was with the army of Ziirich, in the war with 
the confederate Catholics of central Switzerland. Zwingli preached against 
war and yet he died in a battle. Yet perhaps his death in battle confirmed 
what he said throughout his life; that wars could not resolve problems. 
Central Switzerland has remained Roman Catholic and Ziirich has remained 
Protestant despite a war, despite a victory and a defeat. 


Another example is that of the social reforms introduced by the Ziirich council 


under Zwingli's influence. Zwingli was a peasant boy from the Toogenburg and 
he had deep political and social convictions. They were not hobbies for him, 
but deep beliefs based on his faith. It was clear to him that prophecy — 


which is what he called preaching - must influence social and political life. 
In other words: the Word of God and nothing else must judge human society. 


It is in this that we probably see the greatest difference between Zwingli and 


Luther. Apart from the interpretation of the eucharist their doctrines were | 
practically identical. But Zwingli had a considerable interest in politics 
and he wanted to apply this to the Ztirich reformation. He was not a monk 


like Luther who would normally leave political matters to princes who would, 
in return, protect his theological convictions. 


In actualizing the commandment to love one's neighbour, Zwingli, for the first 
time in Europe, introduced a law of assistance for the poor. This help was 
financed by the money that the city made out of the closing of the monasteries. 
The Ziirich council also introduced, through Zwingli's urging, a new marriage 
law and new regulations concerning financial interest and property that were 
aimed at the social needs of the time.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Liberato C. Bautista:"Church & Philippine Social Issues" EPS 84.02.45 


The following ts excerpted from a longer report in the wake of the 11th general 
conventton, late last year, of the Nattonal Council of Churches in the 
Phtltpptnes. 


Political and economic issues should be openly discussed in the churches, the 


convention said. In so doing, it approved resolutions and recommendations 
from member-churches' delegates defining the council's stance on some current 
national issues. These actions were addressed to the member churches or to 


the Filipino people or both, for reflection and action. 


These convention actions are seen as contribution of the council for the 
clarification of issues that affect most of Philippine national life which 
it encouraged peoples’ forums to do through its recently released "Statement 
on National Reconciliation" [EPS 84.01.63]. 


Speaking to its constituency, the convention appealed to the member churches 
to "become a living witness for justice through prayer, worship and concrete 
involvement" in Philippine church life and society. It particularly called 
the churches to show continuing signs of visible unity in their mission, 
concerns, witness, and service, as well as to conduct more opportunities of 
learning from one another especially on basic doctrinal matters. 


Addressing issues related to peace and survival, the convention strongly 

called for the "dismantling of the United States military bases in the 
Philippines because they are a threat to the country's security and sovereignty, 
and that they are symbols of US domination in the Philippines". The 

resolution was specific in naming the threat of nuclear war posed by these 
military bases, as well as those of any other foreign country. 


A stop to militarization was also called for. The convention identified 

church repression done by the state as one manifestation of this phenomenon as 
evidenced by the continuing arrest and detention of church people including the 
raids on church parsonages and other premises. Related to this, the convention 
challenged the member churches to inform their constituencies to enable them to 
reflect on injustices done to their own churchworkers. 


Prophetic preaching was encouraged by the convention, as against the supposed 


contrary wish set by the military establishment. The convention further 
appealed to the existing "authoritarian government" in the Philippines to 
abolish all unjust laws which "oppress, suppress, and repress". It 


specifically identified the Preventive Detention Action (PDA) as one of these 


unjust and "immoral and un-Christian laws". 


Experiencing herself the effects of the detention of two of her senior staff 
as well as concerned with the continuing number of arrests and detentions of 
people by the military, NCCP again called for the release of all political 
prisoners in the country, as it has done many times in the past. 


Pornography also took the attention of the convention. In a resolution 
initially sponsored by the NCCP Mass Media Commission, the convention appealed 
to member churches to exert every pressure they can on media practitioners 
engaged in the lucrative business of pornography to stop the careless violation 
of the dignity and honour of Filipina womanhood. 


Greatly helped by the morning Bible studies by José Fuliga of the Lutheran 
Seminary in the Philippines, the convention affirmed the struggle to respect 
the sacredness of human life as witness to the fact that Jesus Christ is indeed 
the life of the world, adding that this same struggle calls people to work for 


the protection of human rights. EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: "Letter from New York" EPS 84.02.48 


Not all, but much of the black church leadership here is rallying behind the 
campaign of black Baptist minister Jesse Jackson for the Democratic 
presidential nomination. Black politicians have tended to argue that 
Jackson's candidacy was only symbolic, and that they would profit by early 
enlistment on a team more likely to win. Such considerations carry less 
weight in the churches, and Jackson's success in Syria has given many people 
a sense that he is truly a candidate of stature, and worth supporting for 
his ability to arouse apathetic blacks and focus attention on issues vital 
to them. 


It was at a meeting [19 December] in Memphis, Tennessee, where Jackson had 
called together sympathetic religious leaders that he first talked with a 

few of them about appealing for the release of Navy Lt. Robert Goodman, a 
black Air Force flyer who fell into Syrian hands when his plane was shot down. 
A telegram to Syrian President Hafez Assad brought an invitation for Jackson 
to visit and bring a delegation, and he decided to make it a religious 
delegation. 


To chair the group, he named William Howard, former president of the National 
Council of Churches and former moderator of the Programme to Combat Racism 
Commission of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Wyatt T. Walker, 
a former associate of Martin Luther King Jr. and now a pastor in Harlem, 
acted as protocol officer. Other delegation members were black Muslim 
minister Louis Farrakhan of Detroit, Church Women United President Thelma 
Adair of New York and white Unitarian-Universalist minister Jack Mendelsohn 
of Boston. 


At a press conference afterwards at the Interchurch Center here, Howard said 
the delegation's success in getting Goodman released had shown that the US 
has in its black community an untapped resource of improving relations with: 
Third World countries. 


Jackson, who had expressed sympathy for the Arab cause on a previous visit to 
the Middle East, and his accompanying delegation gave further evidence in 
comments about improving relations with Syria and the Arab world that the 
black community feels less affinity for Israel than do Americans over-all. 
This, along with some domestic issues, has served to limit participation by 
black Christians in Christian-Jewish dialogue. 


Jackson's spectacular achievement at the beginning of the year helped give 
the black community an upbeat mood for celebrating the birthday of Martin 
Luther King Jr. [15 January]. King's birthday was declared a national 
holiday last year, and although that action does not become effective until 
1986, this year's observance seemed to get enhanced attention. In addition 
to special events in black churches, many white churches made King's legacy 
the theme of the day, and an ecumenical service was held [14 January] at the 
Roman Catholic cathedral here. 


Reaction to President Ronald Reagan's establishment of diplomatic ties with 
the Vatican has been restrained. The National Council of Churches and the 
American Jewish Congress were among the New York-based organization 
reiterating their traditional opposition. Elsewhere, criticism came from 

the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State and Moral Majority leader Jerry Falwell. 


But the anti-Catholic emotion that forced President Harry Truman to give up 
his attempt to establish relations in 1951 has been dissipated by the new 
currents set in motion by Pope John XXIII and President John F. Kennedy. 

There is a clear sense that traditional opponents to formal relations with the 
Holy See are objecting in a perfunctory manner, and really have no stomach for 


a serious fight. EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''The Pope's Visit to the Lutheran Church in Rome" EPS 84.02.49 


The followtng was supplted by the information service of the Waldenstan Church 
of Italy, which has often questtoned assumptions and eagerness for better 
relattonships with offictal contemporary Roman Catholicism. [See EPS 83.12.85] 


There was plenty of newspaper comment on the pope's visit to the Lutheran 
church in Rome. The other Roman Protestant churches, although invited, did 
not take part. The [Protestant] Federation explained that they understood the 
Lutheran intentions in receiving the pope, but they did not consider that the 
service of the 11th of December had helped the ecumenical dialogue. It gave 
the impression that unity had already been substantially arrived at, that 
differences had virtually ceased to exist. 


This stand of ours certainly does not mean that we are not ready for meetings 
for prayer and study with Catholics. They have been going on for years. 
Following the pope's visit, the decision not to take part has seemed to have 
been a wise one (though unpleasing to our Lutheran brothers) because it was at 
least clear, amongst all the ecumenical muddles. 


There is a way of conceiving the Church which is too far away from our 
conception of it. Symbolic gestures too easily slip out of the hands of those 
who thought them up. In this case, police, barriers, scrutiny of those going 
into the church, all became theological facts in need of careful thought. 

Is it possible to meet the pope as a brother? He represents a church which 
claims power. Would we secretly be bowing down and envying that status? 


The figure of the pope with its suggestions of being the servant of all the 
churches, is really at the heart of the ecumenical problem. We cannot give 
the impression of something different. In this case the local character of 
the meeting was carefully respected, the Roman Lutherans made it quite plain 
that they were in no danger of recognizing papal authority. They mentioned 
the tricky points in the unity debate.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Eugene Stockwell: "The Kissinger Commission Report" EPS 84.02.50 


The following ts excerpted from a letter tn the Internattonal Herald Trtbune 
[16 January]. The commisston's report was released last month. 


. During my hour-and-a-half testimony [before the Kissinger Commission on 
Central America] most of the commissioners repeatedly indicated they believed 
today's Nicaragua to be as bad as or worse than Nicaragua under Somoza; 

Mr Kissinger made it clear that he believes Nicaragua is as bad as or worse 
than Nazi Germany. 


Such a blatant misreading leads naturally to the conclusion that massive 
military force is necessary to destroy any movement that might create a new 
Nicaragua. In this view no economic aid must shore up Nicaragua, though 

[US] $8 billion is proposed for other repressive regimes, such as Guatemala's. 


There seemed to be one point on which the commission members and I agreed: 
All nations ought to be judged by the same criteria. But the report fails 
to do that. If free elections are desirable in Nicaragua, why not in 
Guatemala? If guerrilla activity in El Salvador is bad, why support it 
against Nicaragua? 


No one would argue that the Nicaraguan government is perfect - far from it - 
but it has provided a great hope to the poor multitudes of Latin America who 
see in Nicaragua a symbol of victory over bloody repression. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: ''Message of the Polish Ecumenical Council" EPS 84.02.51 


The following ts excerpted from the New Year message released by the etght- 
denomtnatton Polish Eeumentcal Council. It groups most of the country's non- 
Roman Catholte minority (Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, Reformed, Old Catholic, 
Untted Evangelical, Bapttst, and Methodtst). (See EPS 84.01.100, 101, 
84.02.88), 


... The situation in which the world lives seems to be a negation of this 
truth [that Jesus Christ is "our life and the life of the world" ]. The 
shadow of holocaust is looming over the globe: malnutrition and hunger of 
hundreds of millions of inhabitants of the earth, violence and terror in 

many countries, wars fought in some regions, trampling on human rights, threat 
to the natural environment, diseases, and, first and foremost, the slipping 
out of control of armaments and threat of a nuclear war. In those circum- 
stances the motto, "Jesus Christ - the life of the world", assumes a character 
of a profession which, as history tells us, many a time had to be paid by 
suffering and even martyrdom. 


Also our country is wrestling with the difficulties of a profound crisis. 

The toil of the entire nation is yet to bring the desired effects which are 
necessary for all of us. The still difficult living conditions breed 
discouragement and resignation although we know that it is on our own 
laboriousness, effectiveness and productivity that the change for an improve- 


ment of our living standard depends. That is why our churches point to the 
evangelical ethos of work, its deep sense and dignity well-grounded in God's 
order of creation. At the same time they call for persistence, patience and 


hope indispensable for the construction of a better tomorrow for our Homeland. 


We have enough problems to concentrate only on our troubles and shortages. 
And yet, we are not an isolated island. We live among the community of 
nations the affluent and the poor whose riches or shortages are by far bigger 


than our resources and shortages. This global family of nations is facing 
one common threat. The stepped-up production of modern weapons is by no 
means conducive to averting the dangerous spectre of holocaust. To the 


contrary, the more weapons there are, the less security, the weaker the 
balance of power, the bigger the threat for peace: 


Aware of those dangers and the great Christian responsibility in striving to 
preserve peace we support the stance of the Sixth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches [last year] on the necessity of preparing international 
agreements and their ratification which would condemn both the possession and 
the use of nuclear weapons against humanity. 


The common threat is attached by a far more perfect solidarity and unity in 
the service of peace. The churches are praying for peace, inspire anti- 
armament and anti-militaristic actions and support cooperation with other 
religions and with non-believers who are united by the common wish to preserve 
the sacred gift of life. Also we have our place among the multitude of 
people who are united in the service of peace. 


Solidarizing with those who oppose the temptation of military confrontation 
and the arms race, we treat our participation in the service for peace as a 
testimony of our will, as a status confessionts and emulation of Jesus Christ. 
True to this motivation of our actions we support the earliest possible end to 
the escalation of fear and nuclear terror and resumption of the suspended 
negotiations in Geneva. As evangelists we share the conviction that only 
dialogue, cooperation and consistent application of peaceful means may lead"... 
first to the reduction of nuclear forces and later to their total liquidation 
and saving the world from a holocaust".... 


EPS 
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SHOPTALK: 


EPS will, of course, cover the papal visit to the WCC and other church 
organisations in Geneva 12 June (EPS 83.02.60). Journalists with special 
coverage requirements (deadlines, angles, photos, etc.) are asked to let 
us know them by 1 June. 


tetet 


The WCC executive committee meets in Geneva 20-29 February. We project 

a story for the next EPS, and one or more stories for the issue of 1-10 
March. Journalists with special coverage requirements (deadlines, angles, 
photos, etc.) are asked to let us know them by 20 February. 


++te+ 
Contributors to this EPS include: 


Eugene Brand (.78), worship secretary at the Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Federation. (His address was a response to the decision of the North 
American Academy of Liturgy to give him its Berakah Award for his 
ecumenical contribution to worship and his work on the 1978 US 
"Lutheran Book of Worship.”) 


Alejandro Vassilaqui (.79), president of the Latin American Confederation 
of YMCAs. 


Cahal Daly (.80), bishop of the Roman Catholic diocese of Down and Connor 
in Northern Ireland. 


$++ttt 
The change in format for Ecupoints is a response to a request by a 


journalist. If there are other changes that would make EPS more useful, 
please let us know. 


WORLD COUNCIL OFFICIAL Ecumenical Press 
APPEALS ON INDIAN RIGHTS Service 84.02.52 


GENEVA (EPS) - An international church official has complained to the head of 
the Canadian government about "deliberate" government and corporate efforts to 
"undermine and subvert" the economy and legal rights of an isolated group of 
Indians in the northern part of the province of Alberta. 


In a letter to Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau, Anwar Barkat, 
director of the Program to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches, 
Says the situation of the Lubikon Lake Indian Band is "desperate, crucial, and 
urgent". The band's fate, Barkat tells Trudeau, "is clearly and unavoidably 
in your hands, and...disastrous consequences can be avoided only by your 
immediate action". 


Barkat says the band needs "immediate financial, political, and legal support 
merely to survive the provincial and oil-company onslaught" which, he writes, 
began a few years ago when "the provincial government and dozens of multi- 
national oil companies invaded the band's traditional area in force. They 
made no effort to seek an equitable or fair or just settlement of the band's 
well-known and long-standing land claim. 


"Instead", Barkat says, "they deliberately sought to undermine the traditional 
economy of band members, to subvert the legal rights of band members, and to 
destroy the will and the ability of band members to resist provincial and oil 
company exploitation." 


As examples of these government and corporate efforts, Barkat cites fires 
deliberately unchecked, "burning up thousands of acres of boreal forest used 
by band members for hunting and trapping. Traditional Indian hunting and 
trapping trails have been turned into private oil company roads, with no 
trespassing signs and protected by guards and gates. Provincial and oil 
company workers have been instructed to deliberately bulldoze Indian traplines 
and to scare game out of the area by firing rifles off into the air...Recently, 
local hide and handicraft buyers have been told not to buy from Lubicon Lake 
Indians." 


Barkat says "even more destructive than the campaign to undermine the band's 
traditional economy is the deliberate provincial and oil company effort to 
subvert the legal rights of the band members." 


The PCR director concludes that the band is "literally in a struggle for its 
existence as a people with the rich and politically powerful Alberta provincial 
government, and with dozens of multi-national oil companies, each of which 
possesses more resources than many nation states." 

In Trudeau's efforts to "do whatever is necessary to redress past injustices 
and to achieve a fair, just and equitable settlement", Barkat offers "our 
prayers, our best wishes, and our complete support". 


EPS 


DANISH GOVERNMENT, BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
IN AGREEMENT ON SERMON CASE Service 84.02.53 


COPENHAGEN (EPS) - The dispute between Denmark's Lutheran bishops and the 
country's government minister for religious affairs about the content of a 
pastor's nationally-broadcast Christmas Eve sermon [EPS 84.01.32] has led to 
an agreement signed by the minister and nine of the 10 bishops in Denmark 
itself. 


In the wake of the sermon, by Birte Andersen, the minister, Elsebeth Kock- 
Petersen, asked Copenhagen Bishop Ole Bertelsen for a report. He declined, 
on grounds that the content of the sermon was not something for Kock-Petersen 
to be concerned about. 


Pastors in the Danish "folk church" are also civil servants. Bertelsen is 
Andersen's ecclesiastical supervisor. The sermon was, among other things, 
critical of US policy in Europe, likening it to the Roman Empire's at the time 
of Jesus' birth. 


Bertelsen did not sign the memorandum of understanding, but his colleagues, 

all of whom also supported the principle of "freedom of proclamation", did. 

It says that the Andersen case "should not lead to cracks in the relationship 
between state and church. It serves the interest of the folk-church that the 
present church order be maintained." 


In that light, the agreement goes on, "possible future complaints concerning 
proclamation should be dealt with, decided upon and answered by the bishops 
concerned. In case the plaintiff does not find the answer of the bishop 
satisfactory, the plaintiff is referred to the minister for religious affairs, 
who hereafter takes a decision based on current laws and provisions. The 
ministry for religious affairs has the final decision concerning the 
consequences with regard to official offences of pastors." 


The agreement effectively ends Kock-Petersen's intervention in the case. 

The bishops are said to be satisfied that their competence to decide about 
issues related to preaching has been established, a point the Social Democratic 
Party says it will ask the minister to confirm during parliamentary discussion. 


Notwithstanding what has been a vivid media debate on the case, the agreement 
does not seem to make major changes in what has been a somewhat ambiguous 
century-old church-state relationship. 


EPS 


SLOVAK RC BISHOPS: NO Ecumenical Press 
TO NUCLEAR DEPLOYMENT Service 84.02.54 


VIENNA (EPS) - Kathpress, a church news agency here, reports that the heads of 
the seven Slovak Roman Catholic dioceses in Czechoslovakia have condemned the 
"production, stationing, and deployment of nuclear weapons" as a "crime against 
humanity" which "must be condemned from the ethical and theological point of 
view". They add that if such weapons were in the hands of irresponsible people 
who "lust for world hegemony and do not respect basic human rights", humanity's 
continued existence would be threatened. 


In recent months, the US has deployed nuclear missiles in Western Europe, and 
the Soviet Union has announced plans to station them in the GDR and Czechoslovakia. 


EPS 


"HISTORIC' MAORI WALK Ecumenical Press 
MARKS 1840 NZ TREATY Service 84.02.55 


WAITANGI, New Zealand (EPS) - An estimated 4,000 Maoris took part in a national 
"hikoi" (a walk for discussion, or pilgrimage), which ended here, as a sign of 
both their unity and their grievances. The latter date to last century's 
Treaty of Waitangi between their chiefs and Queen Victoria. 


The Maoris were living in New Zealand when the British arrived. They are now 
about 12 percent of the population. The annual commemoration of the 6 February 
1840 treaty has in recent years been marked by increased attention to Maori 
concerns. Several New Zealand church representatives, including Anglican 
Archbishop Paul Reeves, were present at the hikoi. 


The governor general, the UK queen's representative in New Zealand, had agreed 
to accept a statement from the Maoris, but police said only 100 could present 
ify That condition was rejected by the walkers on grounds it would undermine 
their unity. 


Alan Brash, Auckland regional secretary of the National Council of Churches in 
New Zealand, regretted such "state insensitivity to the real issues", but 
called the hikoi an "historic event". He noted its "spiritual terms, with 
Many prayers, awareness of God's presence, etc.'"' Other demonstrations and 
marches in support of the Maoris took place in Christchurch, Wellington, 
Auckland, and Nelson. ~ EPS 


KIRK DEBATE: SHOULD Ecumenical Press 
FELONS BE MINISTERS? Service 84.02.56 


EDINBURGH (EPS) - The cases of two would-be ordinands - one convicted of murder, 
the other of embezzling bank funds - have caused "widespread anxiety" in the 
[Reformed (Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland (Kirk), its magazine "Life and 
Work" reports. 


In this month's issue, editor R. D. Kernohan says the cases also suggest "a 
deep division in the church which does not always follow predictable signs" 
and "despite some uncertainty and confusion over procedures, the signs point to 
a major general assembly debate in May on the issues raised by the controversy". 


The two controversial candidates are James Nelson (released from a life sentence 
for murder) and Iain MacDonald, a Kirk elder. Nelson was accepted as a 
ministerial student by St Andrews presbytery (regional unit) in October, 1981. 
Objections to accepting him for a one-year parish assistantship, a further step 
towards ordination, are to be considered by the presbytery 11 April. 


Several of the Kirk's four dozen presbyteries have objected in 

the cases. One urged that they be referred to the Kirk general assembly. 
Another "is understood to have taken the view that the controversial candidates 
would have been better guided into non-ministerial Christian service", Kernohan 
writes. 


Letter-writers in the magazine and in Scottish newspapers have weighed in on 
all sides. One observed that "many noble professions exclude candidates who 
have had prison records and one would have hoped the church would have followed 
suit". Another, however, noted that Columba of Iona, one of the founders of 
the Scottish church, left his native Ireland "directly to blame for...open 
warfare" there. Nonetheless, "this criminal refugee went on to a notable 
ministry in our Scotland...Surely Mr Nelson and Mr MacDonald are guilty of less 


serious crimes than Columba...." 


Kernohan says "an unexpected alliance of evangelicals, liberals, and academics" 
in support of the two "makes the outcome uncertain". 


EPS 


ROMERO'S SUCCESSOR ASKS Ecumenical Press 
STEPPED-UP INVESTIGATION Service 84.02.57 


SAN SALVADOR (EPS) - The successor of the late Roman Catholic Archbishop Oscar 
Arnulfo Romero has called for a stepped-up investigation of Romero's murder 
four years ago (24 March 1980). 


Arturo Rivera y Damas made his appeal during a Sunday sermon [5 February]. ‘ 
It came in the wake of the charge by the former US ambassador here, Robert 
White, that Roberto d'Aubuisson, a leading presidential candidate in the 
upcoming elections, "planned and ordered the assassination". White, removed 
from his post in 1981, said the Reagan administration had known that "beyond 
any reasonable doubt" since its "first days in office" in early 1981. 


White also charged that six wealthy Salvadoran exiles living in Miami are the 
"top leadership" of death squads which support d'Aubuisson's party which, 
White said, has carried out "the systematic murder of Salvadoran moderates" 

The former ambassador called it “unacceptable that such an operation is TIES 
from a major American city and that nothing is being done to stop it. We 
send back poor Salvadorans while we give safe haven to those who promote 
violence." 


The day after White's statements, a Costa Rican newspaper, "La Naciom » prinned 
"revelations" from an "ex-guerilla commandant" that Romero was slain by anti- 
government guerillas in order to create a new martyr and radicalize the 
situation. In his sermon, Rivera y Damas estimated that 45,000 Salvadorans 
had died in political violence there in the last five years. 


EPS 
DIVORCE PROPOSALS BRING Ecumenical Press 
IRISH CHURCH REACTIONS Service 84.02.58 
DUBLIN (EPS) - Divorce in Ireland is getting increased attention. On the one 


hand, bishops of the numerically-dominant Roman Catholic Church say allowing it 
in the Irish Republic would be a "direct attack on the very institution of 
marriage, therefore on the institution of the family, and, accordingly, on the 
basic fibre of our society" 


But, in their submission to a parliamentary committee studying the issue, 
the [Anglican] Church of Ireland suggests that divorce should be allowed in 
cases of irretrievable marriage breakdown. 


A poll of the electorate by the '[rish Times' newspaper shows two-thirds in favour 
of allowing divorce in some circumstances. One effect of the current 
constitutional ban on divorce is that some couples whose marriages have been 
annulled by the Roman Catholic Church are still considered married by the 
republic, and so there have been a few cases of people being charged with 
bigamy. 


In their submission to the New Ireland Forum, a body considering what would be 
necessary to unite the republic and Northern Ireland (part of the UK), the 
ecumenical Irish Theological Association says connections with the state such 
as the Roman Catholic Church has in the republic and Protestant churches have 
in the north "would be unacceptable...The legislative solution may never be 
justified as the moral position of a particular church, even a majority church", 
LG. aude . 


EPS 


SRI LANKAN CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press’ 
IN RECONCILIATION CALL Service 84.02.59 


COLOMBO (EPS) - The National Christian Council of Sri Lanka has outlined a 
five-point programme of national reconciliation. The NCC statement, which 
appeared last month, comes in the wake of last year's intercommunal violence 
involving the minority Tamils and majority Sinhalese. 


According to the council, national reconciliation requires: 

- "a massive act of cooperation from all persons and groups who are ready to 
place the unity of Sri Lanka and its peace...above all ethnic and other 
political partisanship..." 

- "the encouragement of inter-ethnic and inter-party activities for peace and 
goodwill under the auspices of religious and other local organizations..." 

- "opening-up and accepting all opportunities for honest dialogues..." 

- "eliminating all elements of communalism and racism in our educational 

Sy Stay caer onuC, 

- "renouncing all forms of wislence on the settling of conflicts, including 
violence of attitude and speech.. 


The statement also expresses support for the government "as it seeks to meet 
the grave situation" and thanks to the World Council of Churches and other 
Christian agencies "who have shown concern for our nation's need at this time" 


About 9 percent of mostly Buddhist Sri Lanka is Christian, with a large 
segment of the Christians among the Tamils. The council includes Methodist, 
Baptist, Anglican, United (Church of South India), Reformed (Presbyterian) , 
and Salvation Army jurisdictions. 


Last month [10-19 January], representatives of the island's major political 
parties and the Buddhist, Hindu, Christian, and Muslim communities met for 
the first round of talks to seek a solution to the Sri Lankan racial problem. 
(The riots last July left nearly 400 dead, and 100,000 homeless.) 


In the weeks since, conferees have worked in two committees, one dealing 
with political issues (including a possible parcelling-out of powers to 
regions), and the other seeing ways to end all forms of violence and racial 
conflict. 


The talks, arranged after a special representative of Indian Prime Minister 

Indira Gandhi shuttled between the two sides, are considered crucial to the 

island's future. Their second round was scheduled to begin 21 February. 
EPS 

POPE TO VISIT . Ecumenical Press 

WCC ON 12 JUNE Service 84.02.60 


GENEVA (EPS) - Additional information about the visit later this year of Pope 
John Paul II to the World Council of Churches [EPS 82.12.62] has been announced. 
The pope is to spend about two-and-a-half hours at the Ecumenical Centre here 
towards the end of the afternoon of the first day of his 12-17 June visit to 
the Swiss church. 


An ecumenical service in the centre chapel is planned, at which the pope and 
WCC General Secretary Philip Potter are to speak. Also projected are private 
conversations with leaders of the WCC and other international church organiza- 
tions - Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and 
Conference of European Churches —- based here. 


The first papal visit to the WCC was by Pope Paul VI in 1969. A visit by 
John Paul was planned for 1981, but postponed following the attempt on his life. 


EPS 


ECUPOINT: ‘Crucial meeting' in South Africa EPS, 54,02, 61 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - What Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service 
describes as a "crucial meeting" of South Africa's black and multiracial 
denominations was held here (from 7 February) to discuss, among other 

things, "finances and fund-raising in South Africa" for the South African 
Council of Churches. The SACC faces the possibility of a government ban on 
receiving money from overseas, currently the source of 96 percent of its 
income. 


ECUPOINT: Philippines trial delayed EPS 84.02.62 
MANILA (EPS) - The trial of nine Roman Catholic church workers, including 
three priests (from Australia, the Philippines, and Ireland), has been 

delayed pending a decision about moving it to a larger courtroom. The 

delay could last several weeks. All have pleaded not guilty to charges of 
killing the mayor of Kabalankan and four others in March 1982. The nine 

ran a community service center for peasants and farmers in the heartland of 
the country's sugar-producing area. 


ECUPOINT: Polish primate cautions 'extremist' priests EPS 84.02.63 
WARSAW (EPS) - Western news agency reports from here say that Roman 

Catholic Primate Jozef Cardinal Glemp has recently cautioned several of 69 
priests on a list of "extremists" said to have been drawn up by the government. 
(Both church and state have officially questioned the existence of such a 
list.) Glemp is reportedly concerned to "avoid useless frictions between 
church and state." 


ECUPOINT: Central American Jesuit appeal EPS 84.02.64 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - Leaders of the Roman Catholic Society of Jesus in 

Central America have written their colleagues in the US urging them to 

do what they can to "avoid military interventions" and to promote negotiations 
in connection with tensions in the region. 


ECUPOINT: Dissident priest's cathedral funeral EPS 84.02.65 
MOSCOW (EPS) - A crowd of 200 gathered for the funeral (2 February) of 

Sergei Zheludkov, 75, a priest barred in 1960 by then Patriarch Alexii from 
exercising his priestly ministry. He was active in the branch here of 
London-based Amnesty International. Reuters news agency said "dissident 
sources" considered the holding of the funeral in the cathedral of current 
patriarch "tacit church support for Zheludkov's activities." 


ECUPOINT: Increase in GDR theological studies reported EPS 84.02.66 
BONN (EPS) - An FRG weekly "Faith and Fatherland" reports an increase in 
student enrolment in the theology programs at the state-run Universities 

of Berlin, Rostock, Griefswald, Halle, Leipzig, and Jena, in the GDR. This 
year's figure of 501 compares with 463 a year ago. An additional 401 people 
are reported studying theology at upper-level church schools or seminaries 

in Berlin (2), Leipzig, Erfurt, and Naumburg. 


ECUPOINT: Bibles printed in USSR and Bulgaria EPS 84.02.67 
MOSCOW/BUCHAREST (EPS) - The Russian Orthodox Church has announced the printing of 
70,000 Bibles last year. The first Bible printing since the 1917 revolution 

which led to the Soviet Union was in 1956. The Bulgarian Orthodox Church 

printed 30,000 Bibles last year, the first printing in that country since 
communism came to power there at the end of World War 2. 


ECUPOINT: Clergy oppose UK plans on localities EPS 84.02.68 
LONDON (EPS) - Clergy of many denominations in the Greater London area have 
expressed opposition to proposals by the UK government to abolish the 

Greater London Council, a regional government body. The church represen- 
tatives charge that the proposal would harm such areas of social concern as 
health, policing, homelessness, and the needs of minorities. Among signers 

of a statement in opposition are an Anglican and a Roman Catholic bishop, 


two United Reformed moderators, a Baptist area superintendent, and four 
Methodist district superintendents. — 


EPS 


ECUPOINT: Ehrenstrom obit EPS 84.02.69 
GENEVA (EPS) - Nils Ehrenstrém, active for many years in the Life and 

Work movement and in the World Council of Churches, died last month. Born 

in Sweden in 1903, he contributed a study on "Christian faith and the 

modern state" to the 1937 Conference on Life and Work in Oxford. In the 
1940s, he became director of the WCC study department. From 1955 until his 
retirement, he was professor of ecumenics at Boston University. 


ECUPOINT: Alternative tourism workshop announced EPS 84.02.70 
BANGKOK (EPS) - The Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism, based 

here, has announced a workshop on "alternative tourism" with a focus on 

Asia in Chiang Mai, Thailand, 26 April-9 May. The coalition lists several 
purposes for the gathering, among them to "draw up and experiment with 

models of alternative tourism" and to "prepare a resource book." 


ECUPOINT: Chile human rights violations said up EPS 84.02.71 
SANTIAGO (EPS) - The human rights office of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 

of Santiago reports an increase in human rights violations last year in 

Chile. In their end-of-the-year pastoral letter, Chile's Roman Catholic 
bishops called for a reform of the national security police, and said they 
would deny the sacraments to torturers. 


ECUPOINT: Remarriage procedures rethought EPSmod.02. 72 
LONDON (EPS) - The bishops of the /Anglican/ Church of England have scrapped 
proposed regulations for the remarriage of divorced persons. In the face 

of widespread opposition - apparently more to the complexity of the 

proposed procedures than to the principle - the bishops decided to suggest 

a simpler approach to the general synod which meets at the end of the 

month. If approved, the new approach could take effect next year. 


ECUPOINT: Bishops on elections EPS 84.02.73 
PANAMA/QUITO (EPS) - In Panama, the Roman Catholic bishops called for 

honest, democratic elections. Elections are scheduled 6 May. In Ecuador, 

the Roman Catholic bishops urged citizens to vote in the elections 29 

January. They also affirmed church desire to "stimulate alternatives for 

the Christian renewal of economic, social, and political structures that 
transcend the vices of the liberal capitalist system and the temptation of 

the Marxist system." 


ECUPOINT: New Christian news agency in UK EPS 84.02.74 
LONDON (EPS) - What is described as the UK's first Christian news agency 

was launched last month. The Media Services agency is part of Christian 
Communication, a charitable trust. The trust's aim is to "help train the 
Christian Church to become more professional and aware of the needs of the 
secular media, and to help the secular media to become more understanding 

of the Christian Church." 


ECUPOINT: Nun resigns to run for office EPS 84.02).75 
PROVIDENCE (EPS) - Arlene Violet, a Roman Catholic Sister of Mercy, has 
resigned from her order after her bishop refused to give her permission to 

run for public office. An attorney and former school teacher, she is a 
candidate for attorney general of Rhode Island. Last May, Mary Mansour 
resigned from the same order after the Vatican said she could not continue 

to head the social service department of the state of Michigan (EPS 83.05.72). 
Another Sister of Mercy, Elizabeth Morancy, is in her third term as a 

member of the Rhode Island legislature. 


ECUPOINT: Taiwan expulsion brings protest EPS 84.02.76 
ATLANTA (EPS) - The Presbyterian Church (USA) has protested the expulsion of 
two of its mission workers from Taiwan. No reasons for the government 
decision were announced, but the couple, David and Elizabeth Gelzer were 
known to favor, as does the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, self-determination 
for the island, which both the governments in Beijing and Taipei consider 


part of China. 
EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Towards National Reconstruction in Ghana" EPS 84.02.77 


The following are excerpted from the recommendattons in a longer document by 
the Christtan Counctl of Ghana. It was prepared for a sympostum convened by 
the Ghanatan government (PNDC). The counetl groups Anglican, Presbytertan, 
Methodist, Salvattonist, Baptist, Mennontte, Lutheran, and Quaker denominattons. 


_..We believe that it is through reconciliation that our nation can regain her 
moral and spiritual heritage, which has been badly damaged by strife, division, 
and bitterness; for true reconstruction needs the total participation and 
contribution of all Ghanaians. In the light of these convictions we would 
like to make a few recommendations that may set the process of reconciliation 
in motion and initiate reconstruction in earnest. We therefore call for: 


(a) A major review of the power structure of the PNDC and its related organs,... 
These organs have caused much confusion and have undermined the unity and 
solidarity of this country. We believe that freely elected town and district 
councils, and free trade unions..., can carry out much more effectively the 
functions which these organs have purported to perform. 


(b) The release of all political detainees The continued detention of men 

and women whose only crime is to have taken part in politics is immoral, 
dehumanizing, and contrary to the ideals of democracy. We call, for all.persons 
still being held in detention without trial - often in deplorable conditions — 
to be put before the courts immediately or else released. 


(c) Withdrawal of armed personnel To reduce tension, fear, and insecurity, 
army and police personnel on duty in public places other than banks and military 
installations (for instance at petrol stations, sports stadiums, the passport 
office) should no longer be armed. Police and military check-points should be 
reduced drastically and personnel should not carry arms there. 


(d) A review of public tribunals and of their relationship to our existing 
courts. The public tribunals, if they are to continue, must be integrated into 
the existing structure to reduce duplication and to ensure adequate supervision. 


Supervision is required because, though limited to certain types of criminal 
cases, they are beginning to labour under the workload and to experience the same 
backlogs and delays that face the traditional courts. 


Supervision is also required to control obvious disparities in sentencing, 
particularly in price, control cases and relatively minor offences. 


(e) Reopening of the universities as soon as possible. In these days of rapid 
technological development, education has become more vital than ever. The 
closure of the universities for more than six months is a very sad reflection on 
the priorities of the PNDC. 


(£) The immediate return of school-children sent away to Cuba at a tender age. 
It is unacceptable for Ghanaian children to be deprived of the formative 
influences of family and culture at a vital stage of their development, in order 
to make them tools of a political programme. 


(g) The recall of teachers sent to Libya... (h) The reopening of Ghana's borders 
with surrounding countries... (i) The lifting of the curfew, which has outlived 
its usefulness, (j) Return to constitutional government and free elections... 


We hope these recommendations will be received in a-spirit of love and 
reconciliation. The crisis in our country is mounting daily and if we allow 
this spirit of reconciliation to recede we shall have lost the opportunity to 


Save our country.... EPS 


ECUVIEW/Eugene Brand: "Worship - Indigenization/Contextualization" EPS 84.02.78 


The following ts excerpted from a longer address last month to the meeting in 
Chicago of the North American Academy of Liturgy. 


When I visit our churches in Asia (it applies to a lesser extent in Africa), 

I can usually participate in the hymns and liturgical songs because they are 
mostly translations of Northern European or Anglo-American originals which I 
know by heart. Even the melodies have been preserved. In a congregation 

in Shizuoka, Japan, where I preached through an interpreter, I could sing the 
entire liturgy sotto voce because it was a literal translation from the [US 
Lutheran] Service Book and Hymnal (1958), using the same Anglican chant setting. 
That may be comforting for the occasional Anglo-American visitor, but is it 
healthful for the Japanese church? This experience is similar to many others, 
and I'm sure that some of you have had similar experiences in the so-called 
Third World. 


Chief opponents of contextualization are often first- and second-generation 
Christians themselves for whom the "imported" pieces are a badge of Christian 
identity and a bond with Christians elsewhere. They are perceived simply as 
what Christians do when they worship. Use of indigenous music or ceremonies 
is resisted for fear of dilution with paganism. In many respects it is a 
replay of the scenario we all know so well when Jewish Christianity emerged 
into the Greco-Roman religious world. But electronic media and rapid 
transportation have made today's situation vastly more complex. Youth in 
Asia, for example, identify with Western-style pop and rock music more than 
with their Asian musical heritage. And neither music has links with what is 
sung in Church. 


To the pastorally astute, however, it is clear that so long as Christianity 

is experienced as an imported religion it will either remain on the fringe of 
society, or it will have great difficulty in reaching the depths of a people's 
being (which has been shaped by local culture). It may even bring on 
persecution from nationalist-minded governments. 


Contextualization is perilous, not only because of the formative power of 
indigenous culture and the identity-value of music and other cultural 
expressions brought by the missionaries, but also because of the danger that 
authenticity in Christian worship will fall before the passion for cultural 
relevance. EPS carried an account recently [EPS 83.12.82] of a "communion 
service" celebrated at the Tao Fong Shan Ecumenical Centre in Hong Kong in 
which the elements were rice and local "Green Bamboo Leaf" wine. The report 
is truly moving as it describes the relevance of rice for Asian humanity and 
its archetypical significance in Asian cultures. But such a contextualized 
celebration raises serious questions — and I judge the canonical ones the least 
important - about authenticity. Rice and bamboo wine were not at the centre 
of Jesus' life. Does not our historic and incarnational faith require of us 
and all Christians to be "spiritual Semites"'? 


Risking oversimplification, it seems to me that Christianity must develop out 
of its Jewish-Christian roots into the cultures of Asia and Africa. The 
question for me is whether, in the process, it must pass through sixteen or 
seventeen centuries of Greco-Roman and North Atlantic development on the way. 
And that, does it not, raises the question of the function of "Western" 
liturgies in the Third World contextualization process.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Alejandro Vassilaqui: "YMCA & Ecumenism in Latin America" EPS 84.01.79 


The followtng was distributed this month tn longer form by the Geneva-based 
World Alltanece of YMCAs. 


... L would like to stress again that we are working not on an assumption of 
Christianity, but in a context of mission. After 500 years of Christianity, 
this calls for a deep change in our thinking. We cannot work any more 
supposing that there is an adequate Christian basis and that what needs to be 
done is simply to preserve, promote and expand it. We need to start from the 
other perspective that there is not a Christian base, even though there are 
Christian realities. Thus, everything needs to be re-evangelized. This 
opens the door to a creative and fraternal ecumenical action free of prejudice, 
ageression and triumphalism. 


We need to resist growing secularism - meaning a cultural attitude, a style of 
life where religious values are not rejected, but simply put aside. We need 
also to face the problem of the relationship between faith and ideology: the 
need to study the belief that Christianity does not merge with or that its 
potential is taken away by or that it is at the service of any particular 
ideology. Christianity is above ideologies even though not necessarily out 
of ideologies. 


We need to address the problem of dependency and poverty. Underdeve lopment 
cannot be understood simply as a technological gap or insufficient interchange. 
We need to recognize that underdevelopment is the result of the dependency 
mechanism that the developed nations generate. 


There is no doubt that Latin America and the people of the developed nations 
are going into the most difficult period of confrontation, a period that is 
going to be destructive. I come from a country [Peru] where we have, at this 
moment, 60% unemployment and that is going to grow. It will not get better 
before 1985, and if existing world relations do not change, we cannot do much 
about it. We cannot think of a real Christian commitment that does not focus 
on the poor. 


We need a global mission to transmit truth about man as God's creature in His 
process of salvation and defend it against the inadequate visions that are 
being presented and that attack his identity, liberty or full participation 
with God. In line with these imperatives, the programmes of development and 
human promotion are of utmost importance for all Christian organizations. 

The constant work of the churches and para-ecclesiastical bodies like the YMCA 
can prevent us from committing many mistakes.... 


We need to avoid in our actions in the coming years the great mistakes of our 
past, like pretending that we need personal change (conversion) without change 
in the world. We need to avoid thinking only of change in the world without 
going through a personal change (conversion). Above all, we need always to 
remember as it is told to us in St Matthew, Chapter 6, verse 33: "But you 

seek first His Kingdom and His justice and all the things will be added to 
you". To move forward and work together, some changes are needed. The 
Catholic Church must respect the legitimacy of the Protestant presence. 

Without that, it is impossible to start an ecumenical process. The Protestant 
side must accept that the major Christian presence in the continent is the 
Catholic Church. The Protestants necessarily need to cooperate with their 
churches in their missionary efforts. Once this is accepted, there can 
certainly be a good many areas of common work, mainly in social development and 
human promotion. The greatest stumbling block up to today is that there is 
not a clear understanding of the purpose of the Gospel. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Cahal Daly: "Reconciliation in Northern Ireland" EPS 84.01.80 


The following ts excerpted from a sermon preached at an ecumenical carol service 
of veconetltatton last 17 December at St Anne's cathedral tn Belfast. 


The lovely voices of these young Protestant and Catholic children, blending so 
beautifully in harmony, are a shining star of hope in the dark nights we are 
living through in our city and in our country. This harmony would not be 
possible unless each group were contributing its full measure, each true to its 
own characteristic note and its distinctive voice quality. The beauty comes 
from each being true to its own tune and complementing the others, rather than 
from one group trying to sing the other's part, much less from each trying to 
drown the voices of the others. This could stand as a parable of ecumenical 
collaboration. 


Each of our churches in ecumenical dialogue must equally be true to itself and 
make its own contribution in truthfulness to the grace we have received from 
the Lord. We enrich each other by our diversity of gifts, all of which in 
mutual harmony produce a symphony of praise of our common Lord. We blend in 
harmony by each making our distinctive contribution, in respect for the 
tradition of others and in gratitude to God for the contribution others are 
making to the common praise of our One Lord. 


In ecumenical dialogue, we must each understand and respect the other's faith, 
we must each accept the other's sincerity. We must each thank God for the 
Christian example and witness the other gives. We must support each other in 
believing and serving and living as Christians. Let this carol service give 
us new courage in standing out boldly against violence and against bigotry. 
Let us be prepared to suffer unpopularity, misunderstanding or even rejection 
by some, in calling bigotry and intolerance by their name. Let us recognise: 
the language of hate and prejudice on either side for what it is, a betrayal 
of true Protestantism, a betrayal of true Catholicism. This is the call of 
the genuine Protestant and of the faithful Catholic at this time. 


Too often we only say: "I am a Protestant. These are my Protestant fears 
and insecurities and suspicions." "I am a Catholic. These are my Catholic 
feelings of resentment, rejection, alienation." 


It would be great progress if we were to move to saying: "I am a Protestant. 
How would I feel if I were a Catholic, after the past years of Northern 
Ireland history?" I am a Catholic. How would I feel if I were a Protestant, 


after the past years of Northern Ireland violence?" 


It would be greater progress still if we were to say: "I am called Protestant. 
How would I feel and act if I were really to become one, making Christ the 
measure of my Protestantism?" "I am called a Catholic. How would I feel and 
act if I were really to become one, making Christ the measure of my 
Catholiciem?!.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''The Church in the Marshall Islands" EPS 84.02.81 


The following ts excerpted from a report from a WCC delegation which visited 
the Marshall Islands last year to consider effects of nuclear testing tn the 
area. [See EPS 83.05.24, 83van.28. ] 


We recognized immediately that the church is important to nearly every 
Marshallese person, providing cherished comfort and much needed hope for the 
people. Many of our meetings were in church buildings; nearly every meeting 
was in the presence of church-related individuals. The church in the 
Marshall Islands has played and will likely continue to play a nurturing and 
comforting, rather than an advocacy role. . 


In this fragmented society, the church is a relatively strong, self-reliant 
indigenous institution, where people can come together in spite of their 
divisions. In communities where virtually all persons belong to the church, 
and where virtually all members of the local government councils are church 
people, it is the custom to speak on political and economic matters through 
civic channels. 


While we have regretted that a clear, official church statement has not come 
forward from the Marshalls on these concerns, many church people have spoken 
out, and we must trust the churches of the Marshalls to find their own 
appropriate official way of response. 


We were at all times made to feel that the concern represented by the visit 
was much needed and deeply appreciated. The Marshallese people want the 
world to know what has happened to them. They want the whole church to pray 
for them and to speak out on their behalf: for their health and welfare, 
their long-term security, their independence and integrity as a people. 


The whole report and related documents are available from the WCC Commisston 
of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA Baekground Informatton 1983/5), 
Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20. 


Other sources of material on some Pacific issues are the Belau Pactfie Center 
(Koror, Belau), the Pacific Concerns Resource Center (Honolulu, Hawatt), and 
the Vanuatu Pactfie Community Centre (Port Vila, Vanuatu), "networking centers" 
for the "nuclear free and independent Pactfte" movement. The movement held 
tts fourth conference (NFIPC/1983) last July tn Vanuatu, and reported 160 
parttetpants from 33 countries, and support from "peace, independence, land 
rights, women's, trade unton, church, envtronmental, antt-nuclear, and student 
organtzattons". Many of the movement's concerns are also among tssues on the 
agenda of the Pactfie Conference of Churches. The econeerns whtch follow are 
"high among...prtortties" of the movement tn the 1980s. The conference report 
ts avatlable from PCRC, Box 27692, Honolulu 96827, Cost tn US dollars ts 

5 (surface), 6 (air, US, Canada, Micronesia), 8 (atr, elsewhere). 


(a) support for Kanak independence from French domination in New Caledonia by 
September 1984; (b) continuous effort to support the nuclear-free constitution 
of Belau; (c) support for East Timor and West Papua towards independence; 

(d) an end to French testing at Muroroa in Polynesia; (e) more pressure on 
RIMPAC nations to stop the bombing of the sacred islands of Kaho'olawe in 1984; 
(£) opposition to the use of Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands for the testing 
of the US 'first strike" arsenal; (g) linking the struggles globally to remove 
foreign military bases; (h) resistance to Japan's plans to dump nuclear waste 
under the ocean floor; (i) an aggressive campaign to halt the deployment of 
sea-launched Tomahawk Cruise missiles in the Pacific; (j) opposition to the 
testing of the Cruise missile on lands alienated from the Indigenous Peoples 

of Upper North America; (k) action towards breaking ANZUS and other military 
alliances; and (1) more attention to the neocolonial economic policies 


affecting the Pacific Basin. EPS 
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SHOP TALK 


Three people with WCC connections have been or will be honored. Gordon How, 
the United Church of Canada minister who headed the local arrangements 
committee for last year's Sixth Assembly of the WCC in Vancouver is to 
receive an honorary doctorate (divinity) from the Vancouver School of 
Theology 2 May...Paulo and Elza Freire received the William Rainey Harper 
award from the Religious Education Association at its international 
conference last November in Anaheim (California), US. The two now live 
and work in Seo Paulo. He is a former WCC staff member...New Testament 
scholar Krister Stendahl received the Munk International Brotherhood Award 
from the Canadian Council of Christians and Jews last 29 November. He 
chairs the WCC consultation on the church and the Jewish people. 


t+++t++ 


Newly released: "Confessing Our Faith Around the World II” (Faith and Order 
Paper No. 120), a collection of "new expressions of the apostolic faith in 
the 20th century," by®*the WCC" (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva ‘20)0-°7-90 Swiss 
francs, 3.95 US dollars, 2.25 UK pounds...”The Reconciling Power of the 
Trinity” (Qccasional Paper No. 15), a report of a study consultation by 
that name, by the Conference of European Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20) - 12 Swiss francs, 15 German marks, 1.75 UK pounds (also available in 
French-and-German)..."A Study of the Role, Functions, and Structures of the 
World Alliance of YMCAs and Relationships Among National Movements, Area 
Organizations, and the World Alliance,” by the World Alliance (37 Quai 
Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva). 


t+tt+ 


"Disarmament Campaigns,” a monthly, English-language news magazine on actions 
against the arms race, is looking (by 15 April) for a person to edit it 

for a year starting in September. More information is available from the 
current editor (who is going on a year's leave of absence}: Jim Wurst, 
Postbox 18747, NL-2502-ES The Hague. 


+t++4+ 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) 
has two new situation reports available to journalists on request: 


Ghana - Drought/Famine (No. 7) - 10 February 
Lebanon (No. 30) - 9 February 


t+tte+ 


A stray zero crept into EPS.84.02.12.. Change the first. word in,line 7 from 
10 to one. 


t++tt¢ 


Contributors to this EPS: 


Jim Forest [.113] is general secretary of the International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. 

Eugene Brand [.112] is worship secretary at the Lutheran World Federation. 

Albert Nicolas [.110] is in charge of ecumenical relations for the French 
Lutheran-Reformed Permanent Council 

André Jacques [.111] is migration secretary at the World Council of Churches. 

John K. Martin [.85] is associate secretary (communication) for the Anglican 


Consultative Council. Sef ERS NIN 


LEBANESE CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
APPEAL FOR PEACE, TALKS Service 84.02.82 


BEIRUT (EPS) - In the wake of renewed fighting here in the Lebanese capital, 
several regional church leaders have made comments and proposals. 


Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios IV Hazim of Antioch and all the East co- 
Signed with two Muslim leaders (Sunni Sheikh Hassan Khaled and Shiite Sheikh 
Mohammad Maddi Shanseddin) an appeal for an immediate cessation of hostilities 
and efforts to safeguard human lives, rights, and property. 


Subsequently, those three, joined by Maronite Patriarch Antoine Khoraiche, 
issued an appeal [8 February] "in the name of the All Powerful whom we adore, 
in the name of the country...to put an end to the cycle of death and 
destruction" so that "the way will be opened for frank dialogue through which 
can be set forth ideas to lead to a solution satisfactory to all categories of 
Lebanese, and which will establish Lebanon on a basis of liberty, equality, 
and justice". 


Between them, the four represent most of the Christians and Muslims in the 
country. 


In Rome, the head of another Christian community, Melkite Patriarch Maximos 
V Hakim, urged Islamic leaders to take up a call from Christian leaders for 
dialogue. "It's certain that Lebanon won't be as it was. We Christians 
know there is now a Muslim majority which must have more rights, but all of 
this should be discussed and resolved without war", he said. 


a fa gee telephone interview [11 February] General Secretary Gabirel Habib of the 
Middle East Council of Churches, reported that the MECC is able to 

serve the West Beirut community in cooperation with government and other local 
agencies and the UN. "The suffering is great'', Habib said, "we have had a 
lot of shelling; food, electricity, water, and medicine are short. We have 
a siege and the situation could develop into a panic among Westerners who wish 
to leave." 


Habib stressed the importance of West Beirut as a model of functioning pluralism 
for the whole country. The community, he said, has had Christians and Muslims 
of all kinds rubbing shoulders for a long time, and its inter-community 
"reservoir of experience and goodwill" is "unmatched elsewhere". He spoke of 
West Beirut's importance as a place where representatives of various traditions 
can meet with their dignity and identity respected. 


He praised in particular the work for peace and reconciliation of Patriarch 
Ignatios, who is based in Damascus but whose jurisdiction includes Lebanon. 
Ignatios is one of the three presidents of the MECC and one of the seven of the 
World Council of Churches. Habib judged that the-current situation has within 
it seeds of reconciliation, and he reiterated MECC calls for an end to fighting 
and a start of "real negotiations". The people of Lebanon have had enough 
suffering, he added. 


EPS 


KYODAN ADOPTS TEXT Ecumenical Press 
ON DISCRIMINATION Service 84.02.83 


Tokyo (EPS) - The executive committee of The Kyodan (United Church of Christ 
in Japan) has adopted a statement by Moderator Toshio Ushiroku which confesses 
that discriminatory attitudes and actions are still too prevalent within it. 


The situation of the "Burakumin", descendants of the outcasts of feudal Japan, 
was debated again after a well-known Kyodan pastor used discriminatory 
vocabulary in a column of the Ktrtsuto Shimbun (The Christ Weekly). Although 
author and editor both apologized, the Kyodan's Buraku Liberation centre 
committee called for a corporate denominational response. The statement 
adopted by the committee calls on the church to work towards overcoming 
discrimination in a spirit of repentance. 


In other action, the committee aired various issues related to the ongoing 
stalemate in the Tokyo district and the Kyodan's increasingly-precarious 
financial situation. The Tokyo District assembly has not met since 1971. 


Reports by the six Tokyo sub-district moderators made it clear that there is 
no common view regarding the original causes of the deadlock or the various 
stages of the process to resolve it. The hope was expressed that the Kyodan 
could act as a coordinating body to provide leadership towards finding a 
solution to this debate which has frustrated many executive committee members. 


Discussion on budget matters centred on the deepening financial crisis facing 
the Kyodan. Final figures for 1982 showed a deficit of over 2 million 
Japanese yen with apportionments received dipping to 86% of the budgeted 

amounts. Decreasing publication earnings have also added to the deficit. 


EPS 


NICARAGUAN BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
REPORTED IN DISCORD Service 84.02.84 


MANAGUA (EPS) - The Swiss church news agency KIPA reports "signs of internal 
discord" among the Roman Catholic bishops of Nicaragua. According to the 
KIPA report, Juigalpa Bishop Pablo Vega, new president of the bishops' 
conference, last month criticized a report by Managua Archbishop Miguel Obando 
y Bravo on the departure and subsequent return of Bluefields Bishop Salvator 
Schlaefer. 


Obando likened Schlaefer's departure last December with a group of Miskito 
Indians (whose relationships over-all with the Sandinista government have 
been difficult) to that of Moses. However, in an interview in the official 
Sandinista newspaper "Barricada", Vega questioned the Moses comparison, and 
suggested some of the Indians went to Honduras under duress. 


Various versions have been offered of the odyssey of the bishop and the 
Indians. Some have suggested that he did not go willingly, or that he did 
not go knowing that the exodus would be taken as a sign of opposition to the 
government. 


At one point the government reported he had been killed, presumably by anti- 
government forces. After his return to Nicaragua last month, he met with 
both church colleagues and government officials before resuming his ministry. 


Whatever the degree of disagreement among the bishops on this matter, the 
Belgian church news agency CIP reported [8 February] that the bishops "strongly 
criticized" the "intolerant" attitude of the government on educational issues. 


EPS 


BISHOP'S CONSECRATION SEEN AS Ecumenical Press 
HELPING END ANGLICAN BREACH Service 84.02.85 


SYDNEY (EPS/John K. Martin) - In what is hoped wll be a step towards healing 

a century-old breach which has divided people of Anglican allegiance in 
southern Africa, bishops of the Anglican Church of Australia and the Church of 
the Province of Southern Africa took part in the consecration here of a new 
presiding bishop of the Church of England in South Africa [12 February]. 


The CESA, which has its origins in those Church of England congregations which 
did not enter the CPSA last century, does not appear on the schedule of member 
churches of the Anglican Communion, which is approved by its primates. It 
has elected a senior Sydney clergyman, Dudley Foord, as its new presiding 
bishop in succession.to Stephen Bradley. 


Chief consecrator was Sydney Anglican Archbishop Donald Robinson. Also taking 
part was the Australian Anglican primate, Brisbane Archbishop John Grindrod. 
Kimberley and Kuruman Bishop George Swartz represented the CPSA bishops, at 

the request of the CPSA primate, Cape Town Archbishop Philip Russell. Grindrod 
said that after full consultation, he is satisfied that history, constitutional 
and canonical details permit the consecration, a statement endorsed by Russell. 


Writing in the February issue of his diocesan magazine "Southern Cross", 
Robinson says that when he was first approached about the possible consecration 
of Foord, he "made it clear that I did not think it would be helpful for me to 
do this unless it would assist the healing process in South Africa". 


Robinson added that when he consulted Russell he was "surprised and delighted" 
to learn that the matter had already been considered by the CPSA bishops and 
that the bishops were willing for one of them to participate. 


Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie was also informed. He told Robinson 
that since the proposed consecration affected the wider Anglican household, the 
best course would be to bring the matter before the next meeting of the Anglican 
Consultative Council in July in Nigeria. However, in the event of the 
consecration taking place before that, he requested that the service include a 
declaration that the consecration is being carried out on the understanding that 
the CPSA and the CESA are committed to reconciliation. 


The consecration by itself does not affect formal relations between the two 
southern African bodies. Such a change would require resolutions by their 
respective synods. The CPSA, with a membership estimated at 1.2 million, has 
25 bishops and about 1250 priests. The CESA has four bishops. The World 
Christian Encyclopaedia estimates its membership at about 60,000. 


EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
COMMITTEE MEETS Service 84.02.86 


GENEVA (EPS) - The new 28-member executive committee of the World Council of 
Churches gathered near here (20-29 February) for its first full meeting since 
it was elected last August at the WCC Sixth Assembly in Vancouver. On the 
committee's agenda were an evaluation of the assembly, and a review of plans 
for future programmes in its wake. These were shaped last month when more 
than 100 members of “core groups" met in Montreux (Switzerland). 


In addition to reviewing the council's ongoing work and proposed budgets, the 
committee was to set criteria and procedures for forming new commissions and 
committees to guide WCC work. Plans were also to be made for the appointment 
of a new general secretary, including election of a nominating committee to 
meet twice before the WCC central committee meets here in July. 


EPS 


KOREANS FREED Ecumenical Press 
AFTER PROTESTS Service 84.02.8/7 


SEOUL (EPS) - Following domestic and international protest by church and other 
groups, three South Koreans charged with "anti-state offences in giving aid and 
comfort to the North Korean communist regime" were released [14 February] on 
two years probation. 


The three [EPS 84.02.32] are Cho Seung-Hyuk, a Methodist minister who directs 
the Christian Institute on the Study of Justice and Development, and two former 
professors - Lee Yong-Hi and Kang Man-Gil. In connection with their 
discussions and teaching about unification of the two parts of Korea, they were 
charged, among other things, with "upholding the legitimacy of the North Korean 
regime", “commitment to establishment of a socialist regime in unified Korea" 
and "negation of anti-communist policy". 


In an unusual joint statement [EPS 84.02.1094, the president of the Korean Roman 
Catholic justice and peace commission and the chairman of the human rights 
committee of the National Council of Churches in Korea, plus the NCCK general 
secretary, expressed "shock and dismay over the arrests" in connection with the 
trio's "search for a proper educational direction regarding unification and 
anti-communism". 


They also criticized release by the government of "selected fragments" of work 
by the three which were "picked out of context to fit the authorities' 
intentions" and led to a "trial by public opinion". Also protesting were 
national councils of churches in the UK, US, and Japan, Dutch church groups, 
the emergency coordinating group on Korean issues of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany, Amnesty International, and the International Commission of Jurists. 


In a letter to Sang Yong Park of the Korean Mission in Geneva, World Council 

of Churches international affairs director Ninan Koshy said the institute's 
work is "aimed at promoting justice and human dignity in Korea. We are rather 
dismayed that prosecution has been initiated against persons engaged in the 
study of such a crucial issue as unification which should be a topic for public 
debate and discussion." EPS 


WORLD LUTHERAN EXEC FAULTS Ecumenical Press 
SOME ARTICLES ON ASSEMBLY Service 84.02.88 


GENEVA (EPS) - General Secretary Carl Mau of the Lutheran World Federation, 
based here, says he is very disappointed by some articles in connection with 
the LWF Seventh Assembly, to be held in Budapest 22 July-5 August. 


A January item in English from [Lutheran] Church of Norway [NK] News was 
singled out by Mau for criticism. It reported that one of the NK delegates 
to the assembly, Laszlo Terray, "recently said Lutheran Church in Hungary... 
leaders are more cooperative towards the Marxist state than they have to be". 
The pastor, who came to Norway from Hungary after the communists assumed power 
there in the 1940s, made his charges in "Church and Culture", which CNN 
describes as a “leading periodical". He also "pointed to several positive 
aspects of Hungarian church life". 


A German version of the CNN item ran in Lutheran World Information, which is 
edited at the LWF. Mau's response was issued in German. He said such 
articles suggest that nothing has changed in four decades. He said it is 
precisely because of an evolution in church-state relations there that the LWF 
assembly can take place this year in Hungary. 


Mau said the LWF is "convinced that we ought to build bridges between churches 
which live in different conditions and social systems, and also between the 
people of these countries". He said the LWF assembly in Budapest offers a 
chance to do that. "Tt is with full confidence in God that we want to use the 
possibilities we are given", he added. The LCH leadership also issued a 


vigorous protest about the article. EPS 


ECUPOINT: SA priest's trial adjourned EPS 84.02.89 
PRETORIA (EPS) - The trial of the priest who is secretary general of the 
conference of southern African Roman Catholic bishops was adjourned till 7 
March (Ash Wednesday). Smangaliso Mkhatshwa is charged with terrorism in 
connection with a "seditious" speech he gave last 30 October at Fort Hare 
‘University. He is being tried by courts in Ciskei, one of the black 
"homelands" which South Africa has declared inedpendent. Roman Catholic 


and other church representatives here and overseas have protested in the 
case /EPS 84.01.73/. 


ECUPOINT: Salvador bishops' letter EPS 184 202.90 
SAN SALVADOR (EPS) - El Salvador's Roman Catholic bishops issued (8 February) 
a pastoral letter. It protests outside efforts to connect the country's 
current strife with East-West tensions rather than "numerous forms of 
injustice" within the country. 


ECUPOINT: Dutch Reformed capital congregations closing EPS 84.02.91 
AMSTERDAM (EPS) - A Reformed governing body has decided to close 15 of the 37 
congregations here of the country's two principal Reformed denominations, GKN 
and NHK. Membership decline was cited as a reason. 


ECUPOINT: Guatemala religious repression cited EPS 64.02.92 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The Americas Watch Committee has issued a 260-page report on 
Guatemala. It focuses mainly on the situation since the coup last 8 August. 
It describes the country as a "nation of prisoners". In terms of the church, 
it says "Evangelicals as well as Catholics find themselves at risk, 

places of worship are not respected, and Catholic clergy and catechists 

have been singled out for official criticism." 


EUPOINT: Bulgarian bishops on food, Nicaragua EPS 84.02.93 
SOFIA (EPS) - The bishops of the Bulgarian /Eastern/ Orthodox Church have 

told the World Council of Churches that they are greatly concerned about 

"the unequal distribution of food resources in an uncertain world over 

which hangs the danger of the catastrophe of nuclear destruction." They 

also voiced concern about the situation in Nicaragua and the whole of 

Central America. Their views were included in letters last month to 

WCC General Secretary Philip Potter. 


ECUPOINT: CEC to study BEM EPS 84.02.94 
GENEVA (EPS) - The Conference of European Churches, based here, has announced 

a series of four conferences (Bucharest, June; Iserlohn (FRG), December; 
Eisenhiittenstadt (GDR), June 1985; London, November 1985) to help the 

church in Europe consider "specifically European factors which might influence 
the study and reception" of the 1982 international theological convergence 

text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM; EPS 49/02). The CEC announcement 
notes that "many of these factors are non-theological." 


ECUPOINT: Mediterranean consultation proposed EPS 84.02.95 
GENEVA (EPS) - Representatives of the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of 
Churches, the Beirut-based Middle East Council of Churches, and the Geneva-based 
Conference of European Churches met here to discuss preliminary plans for a 
possible consultation of church representatives from the Mediterranean region. 
Among possible subjects for such a meeting are international relationships and 
peace, the arms race, religious and other minorities, interconfessional 
relationships, human rights, and economic and social questions. 


ECUPOINT: US Anglican team to Central America EPS 84.02.96 
NEW YORK (EPS) - US Anglican Presiding Bishop John Allin has decided to send a 
five-person team next month to Central America to make pastoral visits with 
clergy and laity, seek out a cross-section of the population, and explore 
"possible new initiatives in ministry." Allin's denomination includes dioceses 
in the region. He was in Panama, Honduras, and Nicaragua late last month. 


EPS 


ECUPOINT: Seminarians explore lay vocations EPS 84.02.97 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - A second national conference of the /US Anglican/ 

Network of Seminarians with Lay Vocations was held here last month (13-15 
January). The network supports seminarians who do not seek ordination, and 
seminary education for lay people. 


ECUPOINT: Portuguese-speaking Anglicans meet EPS 84.02.98 
PORTO ALEGRE (EPS) - Bishops of the three Portuguese-speaking parts of 
Anglicanism - Episcopal Church of Brazil, Lusitanian Church (Portuguese 
Episcopal Church), and the Lebombo (Mozambique) diocese of the Church of 

the Province of Southern Africa - met, here, for the first time. The 

bishops considered various ways in which their dioceses could help one 
another, as well as projects which could help all of them. Also considered 
were ministry needs in cities in North America with a concentration of 
Portuguese immigrants. ; 


ECUPOINT: SACC condemns removals EPS 84.02.99 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) —- The South African Council of Churches released (8 
February) a report ("Relocations: The Churches' Report on Forced Removals'') 
condemning the white-minority government's policy of moving millions of 

blacks from their homes in areas reserved for whites as part of the country's 
system of apartheid (race separation with white supremacy). The report 

says 3.5 million people, mostly black, have been moved since 1960. An 
estimated 2 million more face removal. 


ECUPOINT: US denominations plan statements EPS 84.02.100 
ATLANTA/MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - "Biblical and Theological Perspectives on 
Economics" is being proposed to the general assembly this year of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) as a "challenging educational resource," not as a 
denominational stand. Its chapters include "biblical and theological 


perspectives on economics," "the global economic situation in which God 
calls us to faithfulness," "capitalism and socialism," and "what does 
faithfulness to God require?". Later in the year, delegates to the general 


convention of the American Lutheran Church are to consider a document, 
"Visions of an Inclusive Church," prepared by the ALC Task Force on Racial 
Inclusiveness. That paper is in its fourth draft, partly in response to 
criticisms of earlier versions. It now includes a statement, for instance, 
that "the task force...is not pursuing sycretism, an attempt to unite 
conflicting faiths. It is rather seeking to identify the variety of ways 
in which the uniqueness of the Christian gospel can be enfleshed in all 
cultures." 


ECUPOINT: RC-Reformed dialogue EPS 84.02.101 
ROME (EPS) - The new International Roman Catholic-Reformed Commission met 

(2-6 January) here for its first session. Theme of the commission's work 

in the next years is to be "the Church as People of God, Body of Christ, 

and Temple of the Spirit." The first phase of international Reformed-RC 
theological dialogue took place from 1970-77. Co-sponsors are the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity. 


ECUPOINT: Peru Protestants meet EPS 84.02.1002 
LIMA (EPS) - The annual assembly of the National Evangelical Council of 

Peru (CONEP) met here at the end of last month. Items on the agenda 

included violence and non-violence in the Bible, violence and terrorism in 
Peru, and Protestants and human rights. The Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches noted that CONEP groups "a good proportion of the Protestant 
Churches in Peru" and that the assembly themes "acquire special significance 
when seen against the background of the general situation of violence 
prevailing in the country, torn by actions of guerillas, by wholesale 


governmental repression and by all the violence linked with the traffic of 
narcotics." The assembly also discussed how to obtain permission for 
missionaries to enter the country. 


EPS 


ECUPOINT: Telegrams on Chirwas EPS 84.02'.103 
EDINBUKCH (us) - Representatives of the /Reformed (Presbyterian)/ Church 

of Scotland have sent telegrams to Malawi Life President Hastings Banda 

asking for clemency for Orton and Vera Chirwa. The former justice minister 

and his wife are under sentence of death. CS and other church pepresentatiyes 
have made several appeals on the Bandas' behalf in recent months 

The latest (8 February) were sent by Moderator Fraser Mcluskey, former 
Moderator Andrew Doig (a missionary in Malawi from 1938-62), and World Mission 
and Unity General Secretary David Lyon. 


ECUPOINT: Irish bishops quizzed EPS 84.02.104 
DUBLIN (EPS) - Cahal Daly, Roman Catholic bishop of Down and Connor, told 
the New Ireland Forum meeting here that "we have not sought and do not seek 
a Catholic state" in a united Ireland. The bishop was speaking on behalf 
of himself and his colleagues. An earlier written submission by the 
hierarchy was criticised by some for what was understood as its insistence 
that Roman Catholic views on such issues as divorce and abortion be enforced 
if Ireland, currently divided between the Irish Republic and Northern 
Ireland (part of the UK), were united. Roman Catholics are a majority in 
the republic and on the island as a whole. Daly rejected the concept of a 
"confessional" state. 


ECUPOINT: Malawi preaching advice EPS 84.02.105 
BLANTYRE, Malawi (EPS) - Malawi Transport and Communications Minister 

Edward Bwanali told a meeting of clergy here that they should not over-emphasise 
or over-dramatise the second coming of Christ, lest people become unconcerned 
about the earthly future and decline to work hard. 


ECUPOINT: NGK gift to Ciskei leader EPS 84.02.106 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Representatives of the missionary department of the 

large, white South African Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) have given a Bible 

to Lennox Sebe, president of Ciskei, one of the black "homelands" declared 
independent by the white-minority South African government. A report by 

South African radio said the NGK delegation considered Sebe a sincere and 
practising Christian and that the Bible was to help him in his hours of 
Spiritual reflection and prayers, and when he has to ponder difficult 

political decisions. 


ECUPOINT: Ghana leader on religion EPS 84.02.107 
ACCRA (EPS) - Jerry Rawlings, chairman of the Provisional National Defence 
Council government of Ghana, said the country's religious leaders - Christian, 
Islamic, and traditional - too often commercialise the faith. "Since 
independence," Rawlings said in a paper prepared for a two-day conference 

of religious representatives called by the government late last year 

(EPS 83.12.61), "the role of religion unfortunately has not shed off its 
exploitative and immoral characteristics. On the contrary, it has continuously 
been used in deepending the crimes and evils of the country by legitimising 
them.'' He urged instead that religion be "fitted within the dynamic of the 
people's initiative and zeal in realising themselves as human beings. It 

must respond to their moral, spiritual, economic, health, housing, and even 
political needs," for "without these, religion will lose its salt." 


ECUPOINT: Conferees consider "ancestor worship" EPS 84.02.108 
TAIPEI (EPS) - About 70 people from nearly 30 countries attended a consultation 
on traditional Asian respect for ancestors and its relationship to Christianity. 
The meeting was sponsored by the Asia Theological Association and the 
Taiwan Renewal Center. A statement from the group urged Christians "not to 
be controlled by a sense of fear, trust, or adoration of the ancestors," 
but at the same time to "wisely decide a proper course of action guided by 
the Holy Spirit, according to Scripture and their conscience" in connection 
with traditional practices. 

EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Statement on Korean Arrests" EPS 84.02.109 


The following ts excerpted from a jotnt statement on the arrests of Cho Seung- 
Hyuk, Lee Young-Hee, and Kang Man-Kil [EPS 84.02.87]. It ts stgned by 

So Young Kim, general secretary of the Nattonal Counetl of Churches tn Korea; 
Hyung Kyu Park, chairman of the NCCK human rights committee; and Victorinus 
K. Yuon and Ryou Hyon Suk, respectively Roman Catholte archbishop of Kwang Ju 
and president of the Korean Roman Catholte justice and peace commtsston. 


...The Christian Institute is a professional church research organ which 
studies the organic relations between the church and the state. It is 
constituted by church leaders, scholars and experts. It contributes to the 
church's self-reflection and plays a missionary role by publishing research 
reports and books. 


We must regretfully point out that this incident is not concerned with the 


research results of a church research organ. Rather, it occurred in the 
process of research. The way this incident has evolved is beyond 
comprehension. The authorities’ announcement of the incident and their 


deliberate publicity about it have resulted in a "trial by public opinion". 


Therefore we are compelled to express the unified opinion of all our churches. 
The Korean churches feel deep pain over the reality of our divided land. 

But we have strong hopes of realizing the justice of God in this land, as we 
celebrate the centennial of Protestant mission and the bi-centennial of 
Catholic mission in Korea. That is because God unifies and makes all things 
whole. Now, we cannot help expressing our deep concern that this incident 

is an attempt to suppress and shut off our churches' concern and discussion 
on national reconciliation and unification. 


The persons detained in relation to this case are school teachers, former 
professors and a pastor. Thus they are in leading positions in our society. 
In spite of this fact, the authorities arrested them without warrants, detained 
them for long periods, and searched their homes illegally. And the process 

of investigation was unusual and abnormal. That.iS,,0nly,certadni pasts 7os 

the contents of the lectures and discussions which took place during the 
research process, were picked out of context to fit the authorities' intentions. 
Then the contents of these selected fragments were published, causing 
unmeasurable shock and damage to the church and the whole people. Who can 
take responsibility for this? For whom is this incident beneficial? We 
cannot help asking these questions. 


We are convinced that every member of our nation can and should study and 
discuss the issue of unification in order to make it a reality. Because it 

is the single most important aspiration of our people, the discussions on 
unification cannot be monopolized by a particular regime or by certain persons. 
Ever since the division of the nation, our churches have prayed and have 
dedicated themselves to national harmony through the protection of values such 

as freedom and democracy, which should be realized prior to national 
reconciliation. But we face the current incident under a situation where any 
approach towards the unification issue - or discussion of it - has been forcibly 
Suppressed.... 


We hope that the current incident will become the moment for free discussion on 
the unification issue. We will devote our efforts to this objective.... 

We resolve to watch this incident carefully, and to take unified and common 
actions until it is solved. We ask for the prayers and support of all 
Christians and people of conscience in this land. 
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ECUVIEW/Albert Nicolas: "Ecumenical Challenges to the Church" EPS 84.02.1160 


The following ts excerpted from an address by a Protestant observer at the 
recent meeting tn Lourdes of the French Roman Catholic btshops. It was 
translated by the WCC language service. 


I should like first of all to thank you for making me so welcome. By your 
formal doctrinal standards, you do not recognize the ministries of our churches, 
but in fact you have welcomed me and my predecessors not only with great 
courtesy but also as brothers in the service of Christ's Church. 


Tu The challenge addressed by the Roman Catholic church to the churches of 
the Reformation: Our churches came into being through a desire to return to 
the church's origins, which resulted in protest and disruption. It was a 
desire to go beyond tradition, beyond human, and thus ambivalent, practices, 
back to the true Word, the Word of grace and forgiveness revealed in Jesus 
Christ. 


That radical approach is still ours today. But we have turned it into a system 
and have tended to forget that we are part of history, part of a particular 
history, and that the presence of God, his forgiveness and his life, are 
promised to all - to others as well as to ourselves, to other churches as well 
as to our own, in time and space. 


This challenge has been clearly put to us by Hans Kiing (who is perhaps not the 
best person to quote within these walls!) in an article in Le Monde some years 
ago entitled "Why I am still a Catholic". He asked the churches of the 
Reformation to be concerned with continuity through the centuries, a succession 
in apostolic action, in the preaching of the gospel; to be concerned with 
fellowship throughout the world; to be concerned, in short, with catholicity, 
both in time and in space. 


I take the point. The Reformed Church of France, at its last national synod, 
reaffirmed that it is part of the universal church and stands in the succession 
of apostolic action. It is a challenge we must take seriously. 


i. The challenge addressed by the churches of the Reformation to the Roman 
Catholic church: When what have been called the "inalienable riches of the 
undivided church" become essential conditions for being a disciple of Jesus 
Christ, when they become guarantees certifying our faithfulness to the gospel 
and membership of the body of Christ as authentic, we ask you if maintaining 
such a system (because it has become a system) is not a distortion of the 
gospel, of grace through faith. 


In a nutshell, this system, as seen by us from the outside, is characterized 
by the magisterium, the role played by the hierarchy, the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith and canon law. We call that system in question because 
it excludes us and attempts to replace the sovereignty of Christ and the 
responsibility of the believer. 


Fortunately, within that system you are still human beings, and this morning's 
discussion on canon law has shown that there is hope. But our challenge still 
stands. 


i gt hg The challenge addressed to us all: The challenge addressed to us by our 
living Lord and by people today is one and the same: "Who do you say that I 
am?" That is the challenge we must respond to, in word and deed, not in the 
world of the Middle Ages, nor in the world of the Renaissance, but in the world 


of today. 
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ECUVIEW/André Jacques: "The Poor Organize in Chile" EPS 84.02.111 


The following appeared tn longer form tn SOEPI, French-language counterpart to 
EPS. It was translated by the WCC language service. 


If you go out through Santiago's ostentatiously elegant residential districts, 
leaving behind the pre-Christmas bustle of the city centre, and continue for 
about 20 kilometres through the sprawling maze of slums to the south of the 
city, you come eventually to a vast, dusty tract of land beside one of the 
townships, surrounded by a dirty, sluggishly-flowing stream. airs ts tne 
TOMA - an organized occupation of the land by thousands of poor people. 


As far as the eye can see lie row upon row of cramped dwellings. It could be 
an emergency refugee camp, for there is the same motley array of makeshift 
dwellings made of cardboard, corrugated iron, canvas, wood. There is the same 
orderliness (every plot has its number), the same scenes - children playing 
without toys on the dusty ground, women busy around one of the few water points, 
here and there some men trying to build a less inhospitable home with planks of 
wood. 


The difference is that here the 32,000 people who have settled illegally on 
this tract of waste land are not refugees but Chileans who have taken over the 
land despite the police, despite the violence, the dogs, the threats used to 
try to stop them. The TOMA began on 22 September 1983 when the first 1,500 
occupants moved in, setting down their cardboard boxes in the mud and rain with 
such determination that no amount of violence could shift them. 


This camp is called "Monsenor Fresno" after the present Archbishop of Santiago; 
the one next to it is called "Cardinal Sylva Enriquez". These are not names 
the inhabitants have chosen at random; the Vicaria de la Solidaridad and the 
local churches have supported the efforts that have gone into organizing this 
kind of "free republic" in the heart of a country which lives under military 
dictatorship.... 


The man showing us round said, "So you work for the World Council of Churches? 
Well, I belong to an Evangelical Church too."" Later, outside a tiny makeshift 
shop, we were invited to listen to the first song to be written about the TOMA 
and again the musician belonged to an Evangelical church. These two examples 
illustrate the growing practical commitment of Evangelical communities in 
efforts for justiceé.t.t 


The stark reality of this community hidden away in the dusty outskirts of 
Santiago is a good illustration of something the WCC's Sixth Assembly stressed 
over and over again, about the ability of the people to go on fighting for 
justice and dignity despite all the abuses of power and the inadequacies of 
those who hold it. This community represents the reality behind the appeal 
contained in the conclusions of the Assembly's Issue Group 6 (Struggling for 
Justice and Human Dignity) which urges that "the churches be in solidarity 
with the poor, the oppressed and the discriminated against, in order to empower 
their movements and organizations". 


All the difficulties besetting Chile at the start of 1984 can be seen here at 
their starkest: unemployment that affects one third of the population; state 
neglect in the face of widespread poverty; housing shortage; denial of the 
principle of democratic participation in political decision-making; 
marginalization of the majority of the population; and, to check all 
possibility of reaction or protest, the blind violence of a military regime 
prepared to go to any lengths of repression and torture. 
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ECUVIEW/Eugene Brand: "Ecumenism & Worship - Local & International" EPS 84.02.112 


The following ts excerpted from a longer address last month to the meeting tn 
Chteago of the North American Academy of Liturgy. [Related ttem EPS 84.02.78.] 


...Looking back, perhaps we shall discover that the Vancouver Assembly of the | 
WCC was a high-water mark of ecumenical and liturgical work of the international 
sort. BEM is an important and remarkable document setting forth the ecumenical 
theological convergence on those issues. There is, of course, room for further 
progress, but one wonders whether it will continue to be made on the 
international level. For example, it is likely that even the present conver- 
gence will be judged differently by Lutherans in different parts of the world as 
the result of their differing experiences. ts that a@ sienal that turcher 
agreement will be reached more easily within cultural or geographical boundaries? 
So long as communion across these boundaries is cared for, is that so terrible? 


Vancouver also saw a liturgical proposal for joint celebration among divided 
churches. In what I am about to say I do not mean to denigrate the "Lima 
Liturgy" or reduce its value as a prod to churches which still resist its 
important features. My view is, however, that in the absence of the ecumenical 
diversity and passion of occasions for which it was designed, its mixture of 
sources becomes a liability. In Vancouver I am sure that the "Lima Liturgy" 
was a marvellous and overwhelming experience. On the same Sunday in our 
Lutheran congregation in Geneva, it seemed verbose and tended to bog down. 

But it is one solution to diversity: take bits from all traditions and weld 
them on the classic frame of the Eucharist. Lest I be misunderstood, let me 
Say it was well done! And it may be that the 'Lima solution" is the 
appropriate and only possible solution for international ecumenical gatherings. 
But I am not persuaded of its appropriateness on the local level, or that it 
furthers contextualization.... 


Perhaps the time is now to take steps towards re-drawing the Christian map. 

At present it consists of world-wide and wildly overlapping confessional 
communions and other jurisdictional networks. That is illustrated each day 

in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva as we intercede geographically 
for Christians across the globe. For almost every Third World area the list 
of churches mirrors the Euro-American denominational scene. It takes three 
weeks of the annual cycle to cover the list in the United States! 


The map I would prefer is, in a way, a throwback in history. It would be 

one in which the only divisions were geographical: The Church in the USA, 

The Church in Canada, etc. All should, of course, be fully in communion with 
one another, probably by being in communion with the Church of Rome. 

Obviously this goal could be reached - if at all - only by a long series of 
steps. A few initial ones have been taken already; others are in process. 
Is it possible that further steps will be regional rather than international? 


Our American liturgical convergence with the mutual recognition it fosters 
should teach us that a powerful uniting factor 1s common worship. When we 
finally reach the point that our earthly altars are laid for all Christians, 
as the heavenly altar already is, then eucharistic sharing will create both 
the atmosphere and the will to deal with remaining issues of doctrine and 

[ve hs a 


To meditate on the Church's worship is to reflect on the nature of the Church. 
From the eucharistic perspective there is little doubt about that unity which 
is the principal mark of the Church. 
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ECUVIEW/Jim Forest: "How Far is Bethlehem?" EPS: 84,..02).. 13 


The following ts excerpted from the February tssue of "IFOR Report", 

publtcatton of the Internattonal Fellowshtp of Reconcetiltattion. The whole 
report, and pictures of the event, are avatlable from IFOR, Hof van Sonoy 15-17, 
NL-1811-LD Alkmaar, Netherlands. 


Every day during Advent, a one-hour vigil was held outside the main gate to 
EUCOM, the huge military headquarters at Vaihingen near Stuttgart, NATO's 
command and communications centre not only for all of Europe but North Africa 
and the Middle East as well: Europe's Pentagon. A banner held by the 
vigilantes asked the question, "How far is Bethlehem?" A very long way, in 
one sense. Terribly nearby, in another. It was from EUCOM that a small 
troop of pacifists had set off to walk to Bethlehem beginning August 6, 
Hiroshima Day. The Shepherds Field Peace Pilgrimage arrived at the town of 
the Shepherds Field, Bethlehem, Christmas Eve, where they spent the night in 
prayer . 


Flying rather than walking, the Shepherds Field pilgrims returned to Stuttgart 
the day after Christmas in order to be present at EUCOM December 28. This is 
the day the Christian church in the West has traditionally commemorated the 
Holy Innocents, the younger sons of Bethlehem killed by Herod's soldiers. 
Increasingly the day has become an occasion of non-violent witness on behalf of 
children who are dying of violence, and of the consequences of the arms race, 
in jour own, day... 


That morning several hundred people gathered near the entrance to EUCOM and 
after a brief service began a two-hour procession around the fence. At various 
places we stopped to attach to the fence handwritten prayers or objects having 
to do with the lives, hopes and fears of children: drawings, teddy bears and 
dolls. About a quarter of our number were children. Some of the adults 
carried pictures of their children or grandchildren. One person carried a 
cross to which were glued pictures of children from every part of the world. 


One of the pilgrims carried a manger full of straw in which a doll representing 
Jesus was placed. There were horn-playing musicians with us, skilled and 
spirited. At every gate they played Christmas music, and we sang, in German 
and English, familiar carols. The procession was prayerful and non-aggressive 
and I sensed it touched the many police, on both sides of the fence, who walked 
with us - German police on our side, American military police on the other. 

In prayer and word we tried to say: we each have something to do, and things 
not to do, if another world war is to be avoided. It wasn't Herod who killed 
the children, but ordinary people obeying orders. 


What better place to set up a creche than at the entrance to a centre where 
people are kept in readiness to fight wars in which so many children would die 
that Herod's act of violence at Bethlehem would seem not worth mentioning? 
What better place to pray?...After two hours, to our surprise we were released 
without charges. Some guessed this might have been because so many of the 
group arrested were American or Dutch. But perhaps it had something to do 
with the rare atmosphere that had surrounded this witness, and some of those 
in uniform were as touched by the experience as were we. Perhaps it was just 
bureaucratic convenience.... 
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The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has issued a situation 
report (no. 32, 16 February) on Lebanon. Journalists can request 
a copy from CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


+t+t+++ 
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TUTU REJECTS SA REPORT Ecumenical Press 
ON COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Service 84.02.114 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches, has vigorously rejected both the competence and conclusions 
of the Eloff Commission, the government group whose report on the SACC was pre- 
sented to parliament this month [EPS 84.02.115]. 


In an 1l-page statement released the same day as the report [15 February], Tutu 
said "no secular authority, not even the government of the land, has any 
authority to sit in judgement on the churches about how to be church and how it 
is to fulfil its God-given mandate to work for the extension of God's kingdom 
of justice, peace, reconciliation, compassion, laughter, joy and goodness...". 


The Anglican bishop said he agrees with the commission on one point: "They have 
little understanding, as they declared, of theological verities." But, he said, 
"no one can understand why we exist as a council and why we do and say the things 
we do unless they understand our theological, biblical justification for doing so. 
We are not, and have never before been inspired by an ideology, political or 
otherwise". Rather, he said, it is "the imperatives of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ" which prompt the SACC to oppose the government's apartheid [race 
separation with white supremacy] programme. Tutu called it "the most vicious 
policy since Nazism and Communism". 


Tutu noted that all five commissioners are white. The SACC constituency is 80 
percent black. "With due respect", Tutu said, "all the commissioners are people 
who benefit daily from the vicious sociopolitical dispensation which we want to 
see changed... They have a vested interest to keep things as they are with a 
white minority enjoying the vast privileges of their whiteness benefitting from 
the oppression and exploitation of blacks." 


The bishop reiterated wholehearted support for the banned African National Con- 
gress "in its aim to work for a truly democratic and non-racial South Africa; 
but I do not support its methods... [But] how are we going to persuade them to 
come to the negotiating table if we have not kept touch with them? Whether the 
government and whites like it or not, I won't have the South African government 
dictate to me who my friends are going to be." 


Tutu cited support for the SACC by the leaders of the country's Roman Catholic, 
Anglican, Methodist, United Congregational, Presbyterian and Lutheran denomina- 
tions in commission testimony. He said that demonstrates the falseness of the 

commission view that the council is separated from its membership. 


He also said the high level of overseas support for the SACC budget - about 97 

percent - reflects the fact that "overseas partners regard it as a privilege to 
share with us in our ministry. We are members of the body of Christ and there 

is a mutuality in our relationship that the commission appears to know nothing 

about." . 


He also said that past SACC financial irregularities are no reason to condemn 
the entire organisation, that in any event the situation has "improved remark- 
ably", and that official reports about the South African Defence Force indicate 
that it "in one year has lost inexplicably more funds than the SACC will hope to 
use in a decade". 


Tutu said that the SACC operates "openly and above board...not...clandestinely", 
and that while it "may act confidentially...our policy is we do and say nothing 
by which we would not stand if it became public". He said it is clear from 
evidence given to the commission that "the police intercept our mail, our telexes, 
and several of our documents". Repeating "our offer to the authorities", Tutu 
said, "If we have contravened any of your multiferious and hideous laws, charge 


; J . 
us and let uts.stack. EPS 


STATE PANEL CRITIQUES, URGES Ecumenical Press 
CONTROLS ON SA CHURCH COUNCIL Service 84.02.115 


CAPE TOWN (EPS) - More than two years after it was appointed, a five-person 
government panel investigating the South African Council of Churches has issued 
a 451l-page critique of the national ecumenical body, with a recommendation that 
it be covered by the country's 1978 Fund-raising Act. 


The report from the Eloff Commission brought immediate South African church 
response [EPS 84.02.114, 116] after it was presented to parliament here 
[15 February]. The executive committee of the World Council of Churches, in 
session near Geneva [20-29 February], included the matter on its agenda. 


The commission declined to recommend that the SACC be declared an "affected 
organisation", which would have cut off foreign financial support - 97 percent 
of its budget. However, the Fund-raising Act includes a section which allows 
the government minister of social welfare and pensions to "prohibit the collec- 
tion of contributions for any purpose or in any manner or by or for or on behalf 
of any person or organisation". 


The act currently exempts "religious work" of a "religious body". The commission 
suggests that "placing churches and the SACC under the discipline envisaged 
would remove the sting of subjectivity from the exercise of proper financial and 
administrative control". 


In a summary of its critique, the commission charges that the SACC began as an 
organisation "whose main activity...was the coordination of efforts to spread 
the gospel, and whose principal interests lay in spiritual matters". It is now 
"largely concerned with political, social and economic issues". This change it 
connects with "the growth and acceptance of ecumenism" and "the domination by 
black Christians of member churches of the SACC". 


The commission says that while the SACC “initially confined itself to strong 


criticism and even condemnation of the policies of the government, it increas- 

ingly gave practical effect to its stance by adopting and pursuing ‘strategies 

of resistance to the government’. ...The SACC opted for a revolutionary rather 
than an evolutionary process". 


Other commission charges are that the SACC had difficulty raising funds from its 
constituency within South Africa, but had little problem raising funds overseas; 
the SACC "distanced itself significantly from its constituent member churches, 
becoming in the process an independent bureaucratic body, with its staff playing 
a dominant role"; the SACC "increasingly neglected its financial administration"; 
and "secret and covert operations increasingly characterised" its activities. 


In explaining why they recommended that the SACC not be declared an affected 
organisation, four of the five commissioners (the fifth offered his own rationale 
for reaching the same conclusion) suggested overseas church sources would still 

be able to assist those considered "victims of apartheid", many would see such a 
decision as "an unwarranted action by the state against the church and as a resttaint 
on religious freedom", there is "no evidence of the SACC being manipulated by 
overseas donors", and "the SACC performs acts to help the needy and deserving, 

and although the amount of money spent in this direction can-only be described 

as meagre when compared with that used for mainly political purposes, innocent 
people will suffer if the SACC were to be rendered largely ineffective." 


There are 18 member and three observer churches in the SACC, plus nine "member 
organizations". The churches are African Catholic, African Orthodox, African 
Methodist Episcopal, Anglican (Church of the Province), Bantu Methodist, New 
Salem, Moravian, Evangelical Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Reformed 
Presbyterian, Evangelical Presbyterian, United Congregational; Dutch Reformed, 
Presbyterian, and Reformed in (or of) Africa; Society of Friends; Paris 
Evangelical Society; and (observers) Evangelical Lutheran (Natal-Transvaal), 
Dutch Reformed Mission, and Roman Catholic. 

EPS 


CHURCH REPS SAY REPORT DOESN'T Ecumenical Press 
CHANGE THEIR VLEWS ON COUNCIL Service 84.02.116 


KIMBERLEY, South Africa (EPS/Ivor Shapiro) - Initial reactions to the Eloff 
Commission's findings [EPS 84.02.115] from South African church leaders suggest 
the report will make little or no difference in their attitudes to the South 
African Council of Churches. Several church leaders issued press statements 
rejecting the commission's conclusion that SACC political strategies and 
activities are inappropriate to a church body. 


The Anglican primate, Cape Town Archbishop Philip Russell, said he does not 
believe the commission's findings will diminish the trust and support given by 
his denomination to the SACC. "Until it is generally understood that 
Christianity 1s an incarnational religion whose adherents are called to 
enflesh and express that faith here and now, in the social contours of this or 
any other land, people are going to be urged to follow a so-called spiritual 
religion, which is not Christianity", Russell said. "They must be warned of 
peril to their souls in attempting to do so." 


Methodist President Fremont C. Louw said he was disturbed that a secular panel 
passed judgement on a Christian organization. "The question must be asked 
whether the members of such a commission are biblically and theologically 
equipped to recognize and understand the constraint which Scripture imposes 

on the church to witness to the imperatives of the gospel as they relate to 
the social, political and economic institutions of society", Louw said. 

He added that the commission report would be studied by an "independent" 
committee consisting of Methodists not closely associated with the SACC. 


United Congregational General Secretary Joe Wing said nothing in the report 
would alter his church's support of the SACC. His Presbyterian counterpart, 
Chris Aitken, expressed satisfaction that the report had not recommended that 
the Council be cut off from its sources of foreign funding. But Aitken 
expressed concern that by using fund-raising laws to control the council's 
finances, the state might come to decide which programmes qualify as spiritual 
work and which do not. 


The administrative board of the conference of southern African Roman Catholic 
bishops, which has SACC observer status, said the council was right to strive 
for the recognition of human rights. The bishops said political references 
made in the report might sound disquieting in a purely white milieu but that 
the SACC's non-violent strategies of resistance would sound in a black context 
like "very moderate Christian reaction to a situation of unbearable privation 
and frustration". 


A different note was sounded by the chief executive officer of the Dutch 
Reformed Church (NGK). "Churches must guard against becoming 'politicized' 
and 'irrelevant'", said Pierre Rossouw on behalf of the country's most 
influential denomination in government circles (which is not a member of the 
SACC, and whose members are, unlike the SACC's constituents, almost 
exclusively white). He said he had the impression that the commission's 
work was thorough and without prejudice and underscored his church's view that 
the Christian church was not called upon to "promote practical political party 
interest". 


But spokespersons for black NGK "daughter churches" disagreed. A statement 
from the Reformed Church in Africa, which has a mainly Asiatic membership, 
said the SACC owed no responsibility to the government. The Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church (mostly people considered of mixed race by the government) said 
it would be "carrying matters too far" to subject the SACC to South Africa's 


Fund-raising Act. EPS 


"POST DENOMINATIONAL ' Ecumenical Press 
CHINESE CATECHISM OUT Service 84.02.117 


SHANGHAI (EPS) - A 50-page, 100-question catechism on "basic doctrines" has 
been released by the China Christian Council, based here. The booklet is the 
first such ecumenical effort in China. It reportedly sold 200,000 copies (at 
the equivalent of 20 Swiss centimes each) in the first three months after it 
became available last September. 


The catechism includes seven chapters, on the Bible, God, Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, salvation, the church (including baptism and eucharist), and Christian 
living. Its appendix includes texts of the Lord's Prayer, the 10 Commandments, 
Jesus' "summary of the Law'’ (Matthew 22:37-40), and the Apostles and Nicene 
Creeds. 


The booklet's introduction thanks God for bringing the church through "trials", 
into "good days" when Chinese Christians need to be "one in the truth" and 


"srow up and eat real food" in terms of Christian teaching. It suggests use 
for the booklet among other things, in "classes for the seekers and for the new 
believers". Giving thanks for the 'post-denominational period", the 


introduction says "we will continue to respect each other and co-exist. We 
are not aiming at uniformity". 


In a section on the relationship between the church in China and the church 
elsewhere, the catechism says all churches in the world belong to the body of 
Christ, all are autonomous, and there are no masters and servants in terms of 


their relationships. Before "liberation" (a reference to the coming to power 
of communism in 1949), the booklet says, "some foreign Christians who loved the 
Lord" came to China with the gospel message. But, it continues, colonial and 


imperialistic forces manipulated the missionary enterprise and the church 
became implicated in the subjugation of China by foreign powers. 


In discussing baptism, the booklet suggests that it be done indoors, and notes 
differences of age and method among Christians of different traditions. It 
suggests Sunday as the usual day of Christian worship, without rejecting those 
who choose Saturday. 


Three of the 26 questions and answers in the chapter on Christian living deal 
with Christian attitudes towards one's country and its social and political 
order. Citing Old Testament prophets and psalm-writers, Jesus, and Paul, the 
booklet counsels Christians to "love our own country and our own people". 


What is the Christian attitude towards the laws and institutions of one's 
country? Christians “obey every institution which rewards good and punishes 
evil and avoid doing anything which...violates the law....The conduct of the 
Christian must manifest a stand which differentiates good from evil". 


As for "those in authority and those who hold power", the advice is that 
Christians should "obey and respect" such persons "who reward good and punish 
evil", and do so "not out of fear, but out of conscience". 


EPS 


PROBLEMS OF ASYLUM-SEEKERS AT Ecumenical Press 
AIRPORTS ON CHURCHES' AGENDA Service 84.02.118 


FRANKFURT (EPS/Carl Nielsen) - The problems encountered by asylum-seekers at 
international airports in western Europe were examined at a meeting here 
[13-14 February]. Sponsored by the refugee service of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches, it brought together pastors, airport chaplains, lawyers, 
social workers and refugee counsellors from nine European countries. They 
were joined by staff members of the ecumenical relations and service to 
foreigners department of the regional Protestant church. 


Participants met first at the Frankfurt airport where they toured the reception 
area for asylum-seekers and saw the work of the church-sponsored social 
services for asylum-seekers and other foreigners in need of assistance. They 
met with airline officials and border police. 


The meeting continued at another location as participants considered ways in 
which the churches and their agencies can ensure that asylum-seekers at major 
airports have improved access to legal, social and pastoral services. 


The prevailing restrictive official and public attitude towards foreigners 
throughout Western Europe creates a great deal of difficulty for asylum- 
seekers, and church representatives fear that some bona fide refugees - persons 
having valid claims to political asylum - are in danger of being returned to 
the countries from which they fled. A more general concern of the group is 
that all asylum-seekers are entitled to fair, efficient and humane treatment 
while their status is being determined. Participants concurred that 

expanding and improving church-supported services at major airports would help 
reduce certain abusive practices. There was unanimous agreement that speedy 
but fair determination procedures are the best way to deal with the claims of: 
growing numbers of asylum-seekers, and also to ensure that genuine refugees 

are granted the asylum they seek. EPS 
ANGLICAN TEAM IN Ecumenical Press 
WORLD COUNCIL VISIT Service 84.02.119 


GENEVA (EPS/John K. Martin) - An international Anglican team made an official 
two-day visit to the headquarters of the World Council of Churches here 
[7-8 February]. 


At the head of the delegation, the first of its kind to visit the Ecumenical 
Centre on behalf of Anglicanism, was Secretary General Samuel Van Culin of 
the London-based Anglican Consultative Council. 


With him were eight others - some of them full-time ecumenical officers from 
ACC members. Earlier they were part of a planning group assisting the ACC 
with ecumenical relations. Aim of the visit was to foster two-way sharing 
between the Anglican Communion and the WCC. From an Anglican point of view, 
it was an opportunity to show the comprehensiveness of the communion. 


According to some of the Anglicans who took part, the need for "meaningful 
communication" figured high on the agenda. One African member thought that 
a lot could be learned from African experience where face-to-face meeting is 
essential before other ways of communications are employed. 


Members of the group said that they saw a special communications role for the 
ACC - keeping in touch with developments in the ecumenical agenda, interpreting 
them to member churches, and in turn assisting the WCC to a fuller understanding 
of Anglican agendas and concerns. Both bodies need to "own each other's 
agendas" it was affirmed. 


WCC communication director John Bluck, a New Zealand Anglican priest, called 
the visit "a renewed sign of seriousness and commitment by Anglican members 


of the HOC: EPS 


MIDDLE EAST CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
APPEAL FOR LEBANON MEETING Service 84.02.120 


BEIRUT (EPS) - Leaders of the Middle East Council of Churches, based here, have 
called for a meeting of "all Lebanese religious leaders...to contribute to the 
salvation of Lebanon and its people". 


In a statement [21 February] after the meeting at MECC headquarters, the 

council reported that its leaders "add their voices to the voices of those 
sincerely appealing for the preservation of the lives and security of all 
citizens". They also "expressed their satisfaction at the unity and solidarity 
which have always existed among the different religious families in Beirut" and 
"bless all initiatives calling for a deepening of national responsibility, and 
all efforts aimed at strengthening and deepening the ties of love among all 
citizens''. 


In addition, the meeting also reviewed MECC relief work and appealed for 
prayer on behalf of Lebanese "unity, independence and peace". 


[The full MECC text is available to journalists on request; earlier item: 
EPS 84.02.82]. 
EPS 


NORWEGIANS RESPOND TO Ecumenical Press 
CRITICISM ON HUNGARY Service 84.02.121 


OSLO (EPS) - The primate of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) and the act- 
ing leaderof its national committee for the Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Federation have issued a joint response to criticism of an article on Hungary 
by one of the NK delegates to the upcoming LWF assembly, in Budapest. 


The article, by Laszlo Terray, an NK pastor who left Hungary in the 1940s 
after the communists assumed power, suggested that Lutheran leaders there are 
too friendly with the state authorities. It was strongly criticised by the 
leadership of the Lutheran Church in Hungary and by LWF General Secretary 
Carl Mau [EPS 84.02.88]. 


In their response, Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot and Acting General Secretary 
Trong Bakkevig emphasized that Terray was speaking for himself. "The Norwegian 
Church is not accountable for personal points of views of its pastors, not even 
delegates to the LWF Assembly." 


They also defended the summary of the Terray article which appeared in the 
NK's "Church of Norway News", which they described as a "news agency acting 
independently" and "an expression of a free information service in a 
democratic country". 


CNN Editor fivind @stang, in a separate statement, noted that a debate about 
the church situation in Hungary has been going on in Norway in connection 
with the assembly, that Terray's article was "considerably more balanced in 
its assessment" than some others, and that "as the task of our English 
bulletin is to try to give readers abroad a fairly representative impression 
of Norwegian church life, we ... found it incorrect not to report on this 
debate in one way or other". 


He also suggested that the "LWF, so outspoken on other points of disagreement 
between member churches and groups within member churches", should not '"'be 
afraid to let debate between the LCH and Hungarians abroad take place in 
public. A maximally free flow of information is no minor prerequisite for 
the important task of briding the sad gap dividing Europe." 
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OVERVIEW: CHURCH REACTION Ecumenical Press 
TO US DECISION ON UNESCO Service 84.02.122 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - US churches have so far shown little reaction to 
the announcement (29 December) that unless the Paris-based UN 

agency Unesco changes its ways, the US government will leave at the end of 
this year. 


Some efforts to arouse the church constituency and work for a reversal of the 
Reagan administration's decision are planned. But church officials concerned 
with international affairs do not express confidence about their capacity to 
influence thinking in Washington. 


Despite considerable church support for the Law of the Sea Treaty, the Reagan 
administration refused to endorse it. And the US stood alone against the 
World Health Organization code on marketing infant formula, even though much 
of the religious community fought for it. 


The sectors of the US religious community that oppose Reagan on such matters 
are by and large the same as those opposing - with scant effect - his total 
programme, domestic and foreign. He has been able to find friends, however, 
in conservative church circles, and they will likely consider a departure from 
Unesco either pleasing or a matter of indifference. More impressive is the 
lack of much audible complaint from mainline groups favourably disposed to the 
third world orientation Unesco is said to represent. 


Dwain Epps, international affairs director for the National Council of Churches, 
calls the Reagan move "profoundly regrettable". But with issues like Central 
America, the Middle East and nuclear arms taking priority, the NCC has so far 
done nothing on Unesco, and he does not expect it can do a great deal. When 
the NCC international concerns committee, which he staffs, met in January, he 
Says, no one brought up the Unesco announcement, at that point very recent. 


Another problem, Epps says, is that the churches have only limited staff for 
such work. In the past, he says, the NCC had a 9-10 member department of 
international affairs, but now there is only himself. 


The women's division of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries was 
instrumental in the construction in 1963 of a 12-storey building (which it now 
owns) directly across the avenue from the UN to serve ecumenically as a Church 
Centre for the UN. United Methodists and a few other religious groups maintain 
offices and some programme activities there, but the churches never found the 
means to make it the force for church involvement in UN issues that was 
originally intended. 


Mia Adjali, director of the division's office at the centre, says church 
officials dealing with international issues have been fighting on so many fronts 
that the Unesco announcement "caught us a little off guard". But she said it 
was discussed at a recent meeting of the International Affairs Panel, a joint 
unit of the United Methodist Boards of Global Ministries and Church & Society. 
She said these boards would likely take some action in their spring meetings, 
but that the Unesco issue arose too late for them to file a resolution for 
action at the quadrennial United Methodist general conference 1-11 May. 


Robert Smylie, international affairs secretary for the Presbyterian Church, 
says no official response has yet come from his denomination, but that plans 
are in motion for something later. "T anticipate a resolution will go to our 
general assembly in June", he says. 


(more) 


OVERVIEW/ 2 


Victor Hsu, who has an office at the Church Centre for the UN, observes the 
scene as representative of the World Council of Churches Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. "There has been zero reaction as far as 
I can tell", he says regarding the US churches on Unesco. He adds that 
although the mainline churches generally support the UN in their formal 
pronouncements, that is not translated into concrete efforts to interpret the 
UN for their members. 


US church officials tend to agree that a major factor is constituency ignorance 
and apathy, although they report making an effort at interpretation. But if 
church members know little about the UN as a whole, most of them probably know 
virtually nothing about particular UN agencies such as Unesco. And what is 
published about the "new world information and communication order", a 
particular sore point in relation to Unesco, is often misinformation, UN 
defenders say. 


Edna McCallion, UN representative of Church Women United, says her organization 
remains firmly supportive of the UN, and will take up the Unesco issue at its 
executive council meeting in March. But she agrees that Unesco is a "very 
nebulous organization" in the minds of many people. She has been doing some 
writing for the CWU magazine to provide better understanding. 


Joseph Mehan, a Roman Catholic layman in the Unesco liaison office in New York, 
says he has seen no reaction from official representatives of his church, either 
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops or groups such as the religious 
orders. He acknowledges that he is not in close touch with them, but finds it 
significant that they have not taken the initiative to get in touch with him for 
information, as he says some Protestant churches have. 


David Ng, executive head of the NCC Division of Education and Ministry, sits on 
the (advisory) US Commission for Unesco - the only church representative there, 
he says. The Reagan action was taken, he reports, in the face of a heavy 
majority of commission members voting in December against withdrawal. 


He says commission members do have concerns, which he shares, about the growth 

of the Unesco bureaucracy and budget. He expresses hope that the threat of a 
US withdrawal will bring about some reform in that area. But he says complaints 
on programme directions of Unesco, which he does not share, may cause the US to 
withdraw even if the administrative difficulties are resolved. 


Officially, the mainline church bodies remain supportive of the idea of the UN. 
After the furore over the UN vote in 1975 condemning Zionism as a form of racism, 
the NCC in 1977 adopted a new policy statement on the UN that did not directly 
deal with the Zionism resolution, but presumably alluded to the Israel issue in 
warning against expulsion of any member. It also called for some changes by 

the UN, including "revising and revitalizing its bureaucratic structure". But 
it was primarily supportive, urging the US government to give "much greater 
weight" to UN principles and actions in shaping its foreign policy, and 
encouraging member churches to "strengthen" their support. 


In the background, however, has been a lessening enthusiasm for the UN, so a 
predisposition by the Reagan Administration to turn away from multilateral 
diplomacy and work out arrangements with each country on a bilateral basis does 
not meet the protest of a pro-UN constituency as it might have in the past. 
Critics charge that the UN has lost moral stature because of unceasing attacks 
on the US, South Africa and Israel by third world and communist countries whose 
own behaviour is at least as bad and, as many Americans judge, often much worse. 
The climate of hostility towards Israel in the UN, accentuated by the Zionism- 
racism resolution, has been particularly harmful to the standing of the UN in 
the US. Americans generally tend to admire Israel. 
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ECUVIEW/Desmond Tutu: "Reflections on the Eloff Commission" EPS 84.02.123 


The following ts excerpted from a statement in response to the South African 
government panel's report on the South African Counetl of Churches [EPS 84.02. 
lt4edi5.d IBY « The whole Tutu statement ts available to journalists on 
request. 


The perspective of the commission was an entirely white perspective. With due 
respect, all the commissioners are people who benefit daily from the vicious 
sociopolitical dispensation which we want to see changed. They have spoken 
like whites threatened by the fear that their privileges would disappear or be 
Significantly modified if we were to have a more just and more democratic set- 
up in South Africa. 


Have any one of them or their families been part of the 3.5 million blacks up- 
rooted in the forced population removal schemes; have they lived in squatter 
resettlement camps such as Winterveld and Onverwacht? Have their wives been 
arrested and harassed, having to sit in the cold winter rain with plastic 
covering that the police callously destroyed as at Crossroads? Have their 
homes been demolished at 2 a.m. as happened only recently in Bekkersdal; have 
they lived in:single-sex hostels; have they had to pay school fees for a 
travesty of an education with overcrowded schools and underpaid and ill- 
trained teachers? 


What do they know about starvation in the homelands as a personal experience; 
what do they know about being stopped on the way to work and being thrown into 
a police van because your pass was not in order; have they been in solitary 
confinement or detention with trial; have they been banned without a chance to 
know the charges facing them or being granted opportunity to defend themselves 
and to cross examine their fearless accusers? Or have any of those they hold 
dear suffered these indignities; have they walked with their children past 
recreation parks and when their children said 'Daddy I want to go and play on 
the swing"; Daddy feeling thoroughly emasculated, being forced to reply "you 
cannot play there" and the child says "but other children are playing" and you 


have to tell them "No, darling it is not for children of your skin colour"! 


What do they know of that humiliation and anguish? What do they know of living 
in a matchbox house in a drab ghetto even when they could afford to live else- 
where more salubrious? What do they know about being declared an alien in your 
own motherland because those who at the moment wield power say you are no . 
longer a South African but the citizen of a spuriously independent spawn of 
apartheid you have never seen before in your life? What do they know about the 
agony of a mother whose children have gone into exile and she does not know 
where, and whose husband is serving a life sentence for having the audacity to 
think that he was a human being and who has not had a contact visit with her 
husband for twenty one years of his incarceration? Have they visited a re- 
settlement camp or a black ghetto? 


They have a vested interest to keep things as they are with a white minority 
enjoying the vast privileges of their whiteness benefitting from the oppression 
and exploitation of blacks. Have they asked black people who have received 
legal assistance when facing serious charges? Have they asked the families of 
political prisoners who have had virtually their only support from the SACC 
what they thought of the SACC? Have they asked the high school and university 
students who have received the opportunity of an education only because of a 
grant from the SACC what they thought of the SACC? 

[more ] 


ECUVIEW/Desmond Tutu/2 


I refer to the 1,000 new high school students each year who have obtained SACC 
bursaries to go to government schools. I refer to the 100 new university 
students each year who have obtained SACC bursaries to enable them to go to 
university. Have they asked even one of these what they thought of the SACC? 
Have they asked the old people who received blankets to protect them against 
the winter cold from the SACC what they thought of the SACC; have they asked 
those who got clean water supplies, self-help project grants, health education, 
help with growing their own food, through the asupices of the SACC what they 
thought of the SACC? I can say almost without fear of contradiction: "No",if 
they have spoken to blacks it will have been with stooges who would say what 
they thought their white master wanted to hear. 


My dear friends, have they asked striking workers whose families received 
relief assistance from the SACC what they thought of the SACC - no, because 
virtually all the blacks would say the SACC has helped us keep body and soul 
together, the SACC has given us hope, the SACC has helped us get an education. 
The SACC has helped us believe in a God who cares about injustice, about un- 
employment, about hunger, about harsh laws, about vicious forced population 
removals. My dear friends, these are the activities that the commission has 
considered subversive, confrontational, etc. With respect, may I say that is 
unadulterated and arrant nonsense. 


I told the commission that they should tell those who appointed them that I 
myself did not fear them. I have said it before and I say it again that those 
who think that they have immense power today, must take a lesson from history. 
I warned them that if they took on the SACC then they must know they are taking 
on the Church of God and other tyrants before them have tried to destroy the 
church - Nero, Amin, Hitler, Bokassa, etc. Where are they today? They have 
bitten the dust ignominiously. 


I warn the South African government again - they are not Gods; they are mere 
mortals who will end up as mere marks on the pages of history, part of its 
flotsam and jetsam. I am not afraid of them. The worst I said that they 

could do to us when their disgraceful efforts to discredit us have failed, as 
they have, is to kill me, but who said death is the worst thing that can happen 
to a Christian? 


...We have been accused of fomenting unrest. We must point out that the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ is subversive of evil and injustice and the church will always 

confront evil to work for real reconciliation. But have the commission ignored 
the fact that we served as mediators helping to end a long drawn out strike in 
Cape Town? Have they forgotten my intervention to try and save the life of a 

policeman at Mr. Mxenge's funeral in King William's Town? Have they forgotten 
how I have tried to stop stone throwing at Regina Mundi on June 16th last year? 


Have they forgotten our appeal to President Rene which helped to secure the 
release of those condemned to death in the abortive coup? Have they forgotten 
our attempts to bring peace on the black university campuses and in black 
schools? All this evidence was before them. They chose to ignore it. 


But this commission was a thinly veiled part of the government's strategy to 
vilify and discredit the Council. They are part of a blasphemous act to put 
the church and Christ on trial, for our faith believes that all life belongs to 
God, not just the spiritual aspect. And at the very time that we are under 
attack so viciously and maliciously at home, the SACC has been nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize, testimony to the fact that some in the world think we are 
a powerful instrument for justice and peace... 
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ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH — PROGRAMME CCPD 


Continued ecumenical assistance for a significant programme « 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church (Africa's oldest and largest) will be pro: 
by a consortium of support agencies under WCC sponsorship. The: 
is on self-reliance and community service by particip 
congregations. About a thousand clergy have already been train 
five centres, accompanied by small community projects. 


(2, 5) Student at the Zwai training centre. (3, 10) The Akaki comm 
project is now directed by a clergyman, trained at one of the centre 
6, 7) Students at the Awassa training centre doing Bible study 
handicrafts and receiving agricultural training. (8, 9) A bakery in C 
300 km southeast of Addis, now directed by the clergy. (11, 1 
connection with the training centre in Zwai there is a boys’ boa 
school where the clergy also takes part. 


L’EGLISE ORTHODOXE D’ETHIOPIE — PROGRAMME CPEI 


Laide cecuménique along terme nécessaire a un programme impc 
de l'Eglise orthodoxe d’Ethiopie (la plus ancienne et la plus gr. 
d'Afrique) est fournie par un “consortium” d’institutions de soutien 
les auspices du COE. L’accent est mis sur l’autonomie et le se 
communautaire des communautés participantes. Un millierde men 
du clergé ont déja été formés dans cing centres et plusieurs petits pr 
communautaires sont en cours. 


(2, 5) Etudiant au centre de formation de Zwai. ((3, 10) Le projet: 
munautaire d’Akaki est maintenant dirigé par un prétre formé a l'ur 
centres. (4, 6, 7) Les étudiants du centre d’Awassa font de l’é 
biblique, s'occupent d’artisanat et recoivent une formation agricol 
9) La boulangerie de Goba, 4300 km au sud-estd’Addis, est mainte 
dirigée par un prétre. (11, 12) On trouve au centre de formation de 
un internat pour garcons auquel le clergé est également associé 


ATHIOPISCHE ORTHODOXE KIRCHE — CCPD-PROGRAM 


Ein Konsortium von finanzierenden Einrichtungen unter der Schirm 
schaft des ORK wird fortgesetzte Gkumenische Unterstiitzung ful 
bedeutendes Projekt der Athiopischen Orthodoxen Kirche (der alte 
und grdssten in Afrika) leisten. Eigenstandigkeit und Gemeinwe 
entwicklung sind die Ziele, die sich die beteiligten Gemeinden ges! 
haben. Ungefahr 1000 Geistliche sind bereits in fnf Ausbildungssté 
an die jeweils kleinere Gemeinschaftsprojekte angeschlossen : 
ausgebildet worden. 


(2, 5) Studenten im Ausbildungszentrum von Zwai. (3, 10) 
Gemeinschaftsprojekt in Akaki wird jetzt von einem Geistlichen gel 
der in einem der Ausbildungszentren ausgebildet wurde. (4, € 
Studenten im Ausbildungszentrum von Awassa bei der Bibelarbei: 
kunstgewerblicher Arbeit sowie bei der landwirtschaftlichen Ausbild 
(8, 9) Eine Backerei in Goba (300 km siidéstlich von Addis Abeba 
heute von Geistlichen geleitet wird. (11, 12) Dem Ausbildungszen 
in Zwai ist ein Knaben-Internat angeschlossen, an dem die Geistlic 
mitbeteilligt sind. 


(2) 2577-32 
(3) 2570-23 (4) 257 


(6) 2579-38 
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(12) 2578-21 


Christian Relief and Development Agency (CRDA) has two 
medical teams sponsored by Danish Inter Church Aid working in 
Bale province, 300 km southeast of Addis. 

(13, 17) Nurse Karen Olesen administering medicine from the 
back of the team’s Land Rover to a young patient. (14, 15) The 
main illnesses are colds, intestinal worms, and malnutrition. (16) 
Nurse Karin Jensen treating one of the many patients. 


Deux equipes médicales de la CRDA (Christian Relief and 
Development Agency) parrainées par Danish Interchurch Aid 
travaillent dans la province de Bale, 2300 km au sud-est d’Addis. 
(13, 17) Pres de sa Land Rover, linfirmiére Karen Olesen 
administre un médicament a un jeune patient. (14, 15) Les 
principales maladies sontle coryza, les vers intestinaux et la mal- 
nutrition. ((16) Linfirmiére Karin Jensen traite l'un de ses 
nombreux patients. 


Der Christliche Nothilfe- und Entwicklungsdienst (CRDA) hat 
zwei von der Danischen Zwischenkirchlichen Hilfe finanzierte 
medizinische Teams in die Provinz Bale, 300 km siidéstlich von 
Addis Abeba geschickt. 

(13, 17) Krankenschwester Karen Olesen gibt Medikamente 
aus, die im Passagierraum des Land Rovers, der dem Team zur 
Verfugung steht, mitgeflinrt werden. (14, 15) Die am haufigsten 
auftretenden Krankheiten sind Erkaltungskrankheiten, Wurmer 
und Mangelernahrung. (16) Krankenschwester Karin Jensen 
untersucht einen der zahlreichen Patienten. 
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rovinces of Gondar and Wollo have suffered from aserious drought 
veral years. 


lat relief organisations, some of them church related, and govern- 
agencies care for people displaced by drought and upheaval in 
rth. Assistance takes the form of good distribution, health care and 
on programmes for undernourished mothers and children. 

9, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26) There are presently around 14,000 people 
|Ibinat camp. (22) Corn soya milk (CSM) ready for distribution. 
)ne of the shelters built to give protection against wind and cold 


>. 


rovinces de Gondar et de Wollo subissent depuis plusieurs 
2S une grave sécheresse. 


at, les organisations de secours — certaines d’entre elles rattachées 
ylise — et les institutions gouvernementales s’occupent des 
nnes déplacées du fait de la sécheresse ou des troubles du nord. 
> prend la forme de distribution de denrées diverses, de soins de 
et de programmes alimentaires destinés aux méres et aux enfants 
alimentés. 

9, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26) || ya actuellement prés de 14 000 personnes 
mp d’'lbinat. (22) Les sacs de CSM (majs-soja-lait servant a des 
rations alimentaires) sont préts a @tre distribués. (25) L’un des 
construits en guise de protection contre le vent et les nuits froides. 


rovinzen Gondar und Wollo leiden seit mehreren Jahren unter 
ger Durre. 


Vat kummern sich Nothilfeorganisationen(von denen einige kirch- 
Hilfswerke sind) und Regierungsstellen um Menschen, die ihre 
at aufgrund der anhaltenden Trockenheit oder wegen Unruhen 
3sen mussten. Zu den Hilfsmassnahmen zahlen die Verteilung von 
isnotwendigen Giutern, medizinische Versorgung und Ernahrungs- 
amme fur unterernahrte Mutter und Kinder. 

9, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26) Rund 14 000 Menschen befinden sich zur 
n Lager in Ibinat. (22) Hier wartet Getreide-Soja-Milch (CSM) auf 
lung. (25) Zum Schutz vor Wind und Nachtkalte sind einige 
kunfte gebaut worden. 


1980, Lutheran World Service and the Government of Ethiopia, in 
eration with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, have 
involved in the rehabilitation of up to 30,000 displaced people in 
enale district some 250 km southeast of Addis. The settlers are 
le who were displaced during the 1977-78 war with Somalia. (27) 
sale region is one of the more fertile areas in Ethiopia. (28, 30) 
roject’s mechanical workshop in Genale. (29) Construction work 
1e of the community centres. (31) The project's agriculturalist 


(28) 2580 - 36° 


(27) 2580 - 36 


Heilemaian Hundie. (32, 33, 36, 37) Harvest and threshing. (34) A 
young mother and her two daughters. (35) The rehabilitation projecthas 
also built seven primary schools in the area. 


Depuis 1980, le Lutheran World Service et le gouvernement éthiopien, 
encollaboration avec l'Eglise évangélique éthiopienne Mekane Yesus, 
sont engagés dans un programme dont!’ objectif est de reinstallerdans 
le district de Genale, a 250 km au sud-est d’Addis, pres de 30 000 
personnes déplacées durant la guerre de 1977-1978 avec la Somalie. 
(27) La région de Bale est l'une des plus fertiles d’Ethiopie. (28, 30) 
L’atelier de mécanique mis en place dans le cadre du projet de Genale. 
(29) La construction d’un des centres communautaires. (31) L’agro- 
nome du projet Heilemaian Hundie. (32, 33, 36, 37) Moissonnage et 
battage. (34) Une jeune mére et ses deux filles. (35) Dans le cadre du 
projet de réinstallation, on a également construit sept écoles primaires 
dans la région. 


Seit 1980 bemuhen sich der Lutherische Weltdienst und die athiopische 
Regierung in Zusammenarbeit mit der Athiopischen Evangelischen 
Mekane-Yesus-Kirche um die Rehabilitation von. bis zu 30000 
Vertriebenen im Bezirk Genale, ungefahr 250 km sudéstlich von Addis 
Abeba. Die Siedler wurden 1977-78 wahrend des Krieges mit Somalia 
aus ihrer Heimat vertrieben. (27) Die Provinz Bale ist eine der 
fruchtbareren Gegenden Athiopiens. (28, 30) Zum Gemeinschafts- 
projekt in Genale gehort eine Autoschlosserei. (29) Baustelle in einem 
der Gemeinschaftszentren.(31) Der Agronom des Projekts, Heilemaian 
Hundie. (32, 33, 36, 37) Ernten und Dreschen. (34) Eine junge Mutter 
mit inren beiden Tochtern. (35) lm Rahmen des Rehabilitationsprojekts 
sind auch 7 Grundschulen in dieser Region entstanden. 
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(38, 40, 43) The Ethiopian Orthodox Church runs a primary school in 
Sebete 25 km west of Addis. With the assistance of Kindernothilfe in 
Duisburg, FRG, the school can accommodate about 50 boarding 
students. (39, 44) Some ofthe boarding students posing for the camera. 
(41) Sister Tsege feeding the convent's chickens. (42) Sister Askale 
Assefa who is responsible for the boarding school. 


(38, 40, 43) L’Eglise orthodoxe d’Ethiopie gére une école primaire a 


Sebete, a 25 km @ l’ouest d’Addis. Grace a l'aide de Kindernothilfe 
(Duisbourg, RFA), ’'école peut acueillir une cinquantaine d’éléves internes. 
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(35) 2587-17 (37) 2588 
(39, 44) Quelques éléves internes sourient & la caméra. (41) Scet 


Tsege nourrit les poules du couvent. (42) Soeur Askale Assefa, res 
ponsable de I’internat. 


(38, 40, 43) Die Athiopische Orthodoxe Kirche unterhalt eine Grunc 
schule in Sebete, 25 km westlich von Addis Abeba. Mit Unterstitzun 
der Kindernothilfe in Duisburg, BRD, kann die Schule rund 50 de 
Schuler auch unterbringen und verpflegen. (39, 44) Einige de 
Pensionare posieren fur die Kamera. (41) Schwester Tsege fittert di 
Huhner des Klosters. (42) Schwester Askale Assefa ist fur das Interne 
verantwortlich. 
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) Traditional Ethiopian art work in the 
pel of Medihanealem, Gondar, 600 km 
‘h of Addis. (46, 47) Clergy studying and 
side the church. (48) The ceiling of the 
-year-old church of Debre Berhan 
assie in Gondar. 


) Pieces d’artisanattraditionnel éthiopien 
is la chapelle de Medihanealem, a 
\dar, 2600 km au nord d’Addis. (46, 47) 
tres a l'étude et devant l’église. (48) Le 
‘ond de|l’église quatre fois centenaire de 
ore Berhan Selassie a Gondar. 


) Traditionelle athiopische Malkunst in 

Kapelle von Medihanealam, Gondar, 
}km nordlich von Addis Abeba. (46, 47) 
stliche beim Studium und vor der Kirche. 
) Das Deckengemalde der 400 Jahre 
n Debre Berhan Selassie-Kirche in 
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Ethiopia 


These photos were taken by 
Peter Williams, WCC, 

on a trip jointly sponsored by 
Danchurchaid, 

Lutheran World Federation and 
World Council of Churches. 


Ces photos ont été prises par 

Peter Williams, COE, 

au cours d'un voyage finance 
conjointement par Danchurchaid, 

la Fédération luthérienne mondiale 

et le Conseil oecuménique des Eglises. 


Die Fotos wurden von 

Peter Williams (ORK) 

auf einer Reise im Auftrag 

von Danchurchaid, dem 
Lutherischen Weltbund und dem 
Okumenischen Rat der Kirchen 
gemacht. 
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Cover: Abbe Nicodemos DegefatSebete, 
25 km west of Addis Ababa. 

Couverture: Le pére Nicodemos Degef a 
Sebete, a 25 km a l’ouest d’Addis-Abéba. 
Titelbild : Abbé Nikodemos Degef in 
Sebete, 25 km westlich von Addis Abeba. 


(49) One of the priests holding the Bible. 
(50) The church of Debre Berhan Selassie. 
(51) Landscape in Gondar province. (52) 
Two children from Bale province. 


(49) Un prétre présente la Bible. (50) LEglise 
de Debre Berhan Selassie. (51) Paysagede 
la province de Gondar. (52) Deux enfants 
de la province de Bale. 


(49)-Ein Priester mit der Bibel. (560) Die 
Debre Berhan Selassie-Kirche. (51) Land- 
schaft in der Provinz Gondar. (52) Zwei 
Kinder aus der Provinz Bale. 
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SHOPTALK 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has released sitrep 5 
(29 February) on Cyclone Oscar in Fiji. It is available to journalists 
on request (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


th+ett 
Contributors to this ERS, inedude: 


Robert Nowell (.21) is UK correspondent for EPS. 

Tracy, Early (.22) is US correspondent fenssRS: 

Hans Buhler (.44) works with Dienste in Ubersee, an FRG church: agency. 
Joanne Fairhart (.45) is Canada correspondent for EPS. 

Raymond Fung (.46) is evangelism secretary at the World Council of Churches. 
Geevarghese Osthathios (.47) is Oriental Orthodox metropolitan of Niranam. 


+++++ 


A coalition of international church agencies has announced a news 
conference in Geneva 15 March to discuss a proposal to raise at least 100 
million’US dollars in cash or kind in the next five years to respond 

to hunger and starvation in Africa. Also scheduled in the same week are 
visits to Geneva by the Czechoslovak government minister for religious 
affairs, and leaders of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity and the United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom. Please let 
us Know if you have special coverage interests or requirements in 
connection with any of these events. 


t+tet+ 
A reminder that,Photo Oikoumene is now being mailed separately from EPS. 


Please contact the WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) if you 
wish to continue to receive these photo mailings. 


LUTHERAN-RC DIALOGUE COMPLETED; Ecumenical Press 
"FACING UNITY' REPORT EXPECTED Service 84.03.17 


ROME (EPS) - After 10 plenary sessions and five joint statements (a sixth is to 
be released later this year), the second series of the official international 
Lutheran-Roman Catholic theological dialogue concluded after a week-long session 
here (3 March). A third series is expected. The current series began in 1973. 
The first series (five years) ended in 1971. 


The sixth statement, "Facing Unity: Models, Forms, and Phases of Lutheran- 
Roman Catholic Unity", has been on the group's agenda since 1977. According to 
a report from the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, co-sponsor of the 
dialogue with the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, ‘the 
commission has considered a number of imaginative proposals and contemplated a 
plan for the specific steps that might be taken by Lutheran and Catholic churches 
around the world as they move towards further unity, including a united church 
ministry. This forward-looking report is the first of this type to be developed 
by the commission." Release is expected following final editorial work and 
translations. 


The commission is also calling for the start or continuation of national or 
regional dialogues between representatives of the two traditions, especially in 
areas from which the international dialoguers come: Brazil, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Indonesia, Poland, Scandinavia, Tanzania, and the US. 


Members of the group met Pope John Paul [2 March]. 


EPS 


NGO REPS MEET ON Ecumenical Press 
WORLD SITUATION Service 84.03.18 


GENEVA (EPS) - Representatives of 19 international, non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) met [3-4 March] at the Ecumenical Institute, near here, 
to discuss the current world situation. The group was invited by the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of 
Churches. A similar meeting was held four years ago. 


According to a communiqué from the group, "major attention was given to the 
danger of nuclear war and the need for concerted actions for preventing it", 
and "the strength of growing public opinion in favour of peace expressed 
especially through peace and disarmament movements was recognized as the most 
salutary aspect in the situation". The group also called for consolidation 
of the "gains of the movements" and support for the UN, "especially its 
capacity to anticipate and pre-empt conflicts". 


Other areas considered were reportedly "the deterioration in East-West relations, 
the proliferation of trouble spots and armed conflicts, the role of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, the struggle for justice, human rights and development, 

the breakdown in Global Negotiations, the need for resumption of talks on nuclear 
weapons, the increasing danger of militarization of outer space, the role of 
small states in the international system". 


Besides the CCIA, NGOs represented were Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity 
Organization, Christian Peace Conference, Fellowship of Reconciliation, Friends 
World Committee for Consultation, International Association of Democratic Lawyers, 
International Federation of Resistance Fighters, International Union of Students, 
Middle East Council of Churches, Women's International Democratic Federation, 
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, World Federal Authority 
Committee, World Federation of Democratic Youth, World Federation of Trade Unions, 
World Federation of United Nations Associations, World Jewish Congress, World 
Peace Council, World Young Men's Christian Association, World Young Women's 
Christian Association. 

EPS 


BRAZIL CHURCHES URGE Ecumenical Press 
MAJOR SOCIAL CHANGES Service 84.03.19 


PORTO ALEGE (EPS) - The National Council of Christian Churches of Brazil - a 
grouping of Methodist, Anglican, Reformed, United Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, 
and Lutheran jurisdictions - has called for major changes in the country's 
political and social system. 


In a document issued in connection with elections planned for this September, 
the council asks, "in the name of the God of justice", that the government 
"break with the current structure of exploitation, recession, and domination". 
It says that bread is being taken "from the mouths of children and poor 
families struggling to survive, in order to defend and perpetuate an inhuman 
economic, social, and political system". The statement also calls for the 
full participation of all Brazilians in deciding the national future. 


EPS 
ROLE OF DEVELOPMENT Ecumenical Press 
EDUCATION EXPLORED Service 84.03.20 


CRETE (EPS) - The relationship between the Christian affirmation that Jesus 
Christ is the life of the world, and a world in which "economic/political 
oppression is growing" was explored at a week-long [18-25 February] consultation 
at the Orthodox Academy here. Convened by the Commission on the Churches’ 
Participation in Development, a sub-unit of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, the meeting brought together 34 people from 18 countries of East and 
West Europe, North America, and Australasia. 


The group urged, according to its press statement, development education aimed 
"not only on the problems of the third world, but on strengthening the existing 
people's and social movements acting against the oppressions suffered within the 
economic crisis" in the countries from which the participants came. "At the 
Same time", it suggested, "churches need the insights of the struggles of the 
people's and social movements to renew their mission in the world. Development 
education should be strongly related to people's movements". 


Assessing the current world situation, the group saw "an almost autonomous 
conspiracy of economic and military power systems". It urged, among other 


things, an international meeting on problems of labour and another on educational 


issues connected with the concept of the "church in solidarity with the poor". 


Also proposed, later in the decade, was an "exposure programme" in a third world 
country - Nicaragua, the Philippines, or South Africa was suggested - to 
consider "methods of organizing movements for liberation and education, and 
education and actions for solidarity". 


Participants in the meeting came from CCPD-related organizations and groups 
"trying to overcome the growing inequalities and injustices in today's world.... 
Most of them through development education try to assist churches to align 
themselves with the struggles of the poor and oppressed in the third world and 
in their own societies." 


In their assessment of their situation, the representatives referred to "an 
increasing number of poor and powerless people in all three worlds. Some 
groups reported that in trying to find new ways, they often encounter prejudices 
and hostilities and sometimes this leads to losing confidence, and creativity, 
and to diminishing financial support of their constituencies". 


EPS 


ENGLISH ANGLICANS ACT ON Ecumenical Press 
DIVORCE, NOT ON MISSILES Service 84.03.21 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The [Anglican] Church of England general synod 
took the first steps towards approving a simpler procedure for the marriage in 
church of divorced persons. It would replace that withdrawn following its 
widespread rejection by clergy. At the same time it made the first cautious 
moves towards considering a change in the Church's present legal obligation to 
marry anyone who is not divorced, baptized or not. And once again it refused 
to debate the deployment of cruise missiles. 


By substantial majorities, the synod asked the bishops to introduce at its next 
meeting in July proposals for a procedure which would place on the bishop in 
consultation with the parish priest responsibility for deciding whether a 
divorced person could have a church wedding - something officially forbidden at 
the moment, though under the law of the land every priest in charge of a Church 
of England parish has the right to conduct such a wedding and a small but 
increasing number do so. 


An amendment moved by Chichester bishop Eric Kemp asked the synod's standing 
committee to look at the effect on the doctrine of marriage of recent and 
current change in society and in marriage law, and of the growing number of 
divorces. It went on to ask the committee to look at the Church of England's 
legal obligation to marry any parishioners who ask, if they are not divorced. 


This latter proposal, with its implication of the church distancing itself from 
the state over marriage, could well raise the whole question of establishment, 
warned one of the synod's members, Conservative MP William Van Straubenzee. 

He explained that any change would require parliamentary legislation, and in 
his view it was unlikely that the House of Commons would confine itself 
exclusively to this one aspect of the relationship between church and state. 


On the marriage in church of divorced persons, Winchester bishop John Taylor 
reminded the synod how divided the church was. Some thought Jesus had been 
declaring the intrinsic indissolubility of marriage as a metaphysical reality, 
while others thought he was presenting a moral demand rather than a metaphysical 
statement. "The convictions of at least two-thirds of our clergy that a change 
is desirable will not go away, but nor will the equally strong convictions of 

a large minority that in the very nature of things a man and a woman, once 
married, cannot be un-married", he said. 


Canterbury archbishop Robert Runcie suggested the most helpful way of laying 
down guidelines might be to list those who would not be allowed a church wedding. 
Examples he cited included "someone whose first spouse is still living in misery 
or penury" and "someone whose repeated adultery has shown an apparent incapacity 
for fidelity". Runcie also criticized the Roman Catholic system of annulment: 
"Although I respect the serious and pastoral way in which the Roman Catholic 
church operates its nullity procedures, I confess that I do not fully understand 
them, and feel that there is always a danger of finding yourself in a position 
(which I hope I may express without irreverence) when you can call no man 
married until he is dead." 


The last item on the synod's agenda was a motion calling on the UK government to 
reconsider Nato's deployment of cruise and pershing missiles in Europe. But 
Norfolk solicitor Paul Rippon, backed by Conservative Party chairman John Selwyn 
Gummer, rejected the very idea of holding any debate at all on the grounds that 
the synod was neither equipped nor competent to debate questions of nuclear 
strategy. He put forward a procedural motion to adjourn the synod in such a 
way that the motion could not be raised again until a new synod is elected at 
the end of 1985. In the face of this, Birmingham bishop Hugh Montefiore 
withdrew the board for social responsibility's motion in the hope of being able 
to bring it back to the synod at its next meeting in July. 
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US ORTHODOX WOMEN Ecumenical Press 
RESPOND TO ISSUES Service 84.03.22 


TUCKAHOE (New York) US (EPS/Tracy Early) - A number of young US Orthodox women 
have secured theological training in recent years, and they are beginning to 
make their response to the women's movement. On some points they are in 
agreement, but on others, including religious issues, they have significant 
differences. 


In 1965, Constance Tarasar, a third-generation Orthodox from Minneapolis, 
became the first of 30 or more women who have received theological degrees from 
St Vladimir's Seminary, the main theological school of the Orthodox Church in 
America (OCA). 


Still based at St Vladimir's, she teaches one course each semester in religious 
education, edits a religious education periodical, serves as assistant editor 

of the OCA paper, handles various chores for the seminary press and works on a 
dissertation for a Doctor of Education degree from a state university. Very 
much an American walking around the seminary campus in her slacks, she observes 
wonderingly that as an Orthodox "you gradually realize you do think differently". 


"The whole question of women's issues has been imposed on us", she said in an 
interview in her basement office, which she whimsically calls the St Vladimir 
Lavra, after the old cave monasteries of Russia. "Some of them are valid issues 
we should be concerned with, and we will be organizing an association to talk 
among ourselves and clarify our position. We also need an organization other 
churches can turn to when they want Orthodox women to speak." 


"On practical issues such as equal pay, there is no question Orthodox women 
agree", she said. "Where it concerns matters like abortion, we tend to be on 
the side of right to life. On the moral question, it is clear abortion is wrong, 
although on the legal question I can see some reasons for allowing choice." 


"Most if not all Orthodox women agree that ordination to the priesthood is not an 
option", ‘she’said. "The reasons haven't yet been formulated in dogma, but it is 
based on a theological intuition. I don't think it's just a matter of a time 
lag by immigrant communities. Younger Orthodox women see things the same way." 


"At the same time", she said, "I feel we need to consider whether there is a need 
to restore the order of deaconesses and increase the number of lay functions that 
can be assumed by women." 


"Orthodox women support the protest made by the Orthodox Churches in the National 
Council of Churches against the Inclusive Language Lectionary", she said. 

"When you change terms for persons of the Trinity, like Father and Son, you are 
changing the whole content of what's being said." 


"It is difficult", she commented regarding her experience in ecumenical settings, 
including service as a delegate to the Nairobi and Vancouver assemblies of the 
World Council of Churches. "You don't want to be the person who's always 
disagreeing, but the way issues often are framed you have no choice." 


"Between Nairobi and Vancouver, the emotionalism became more controlled, and 
there was more willingness to allow Orthodox women to express their position", 
she said. Reflecting on reports which emerged from Vancouver, she suggested 
that they do not always say things Orthodox would agree with, "but we did get 
what I pleaded for, a sentence saying Orthodox women have a different viewpoint". 
She called that "one small step for Orthodox womankind". 


EPS 


MARTIN NIEMOLLER DEAD AT 92; Ecumenical Press 
NAZI OPPONENT, CHURCH LEADER Service 84.03.23 


WIESBADEN, FRG (EPS) - Martin Friedrich Gustav Emil Nieméller, a leader in 
German church resistance to the Nazis and a major figure in the first decades 
of the World Gouncil of Churches, died here [6 March]. He was 92 and had 
been in frail health for some time. 


Imprisoned by the Nazis in 1937, he spent almost eight years in the 
concentration camps of Sachsenhausen and Dachau, most of it as a "personal 
prisoner" of Adolf Hitler. He was freed by Allied troops shortly before he 
was scheduled to be executed. 


In mid-1945, he was elected vice-president of the council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, the post-war grouping of German regional Lutheran, Reformed, 
and United Churches, and head of its foreign office. The following year, he 
was elected to the temporary committee for the WCC in formation. After 
becoming president of the Evangelical Church in Hessen and Nassau in 1947, he 
was elected to the WCC executive and central committees at the first WCC 
assembly, in Amsterdam in 1948. He was re-elected at the second assembly, 

in Evanston [Illinois, US] in 1954. At the third assembly, in 1961 in New 
Delhi, he was chosen one of the six WCC presidents. 


A one-time submarine commander - his exploits in World War I led to the 
nickname "the scourge of Malta" - he preached pacifism and German guilt for 
the war in the years after World War II. He also argued against German 
rearmament and for German neutrality. He opposed any "crusade against 
communism", although he also intervened on behalf of Christians who were in 
difficulty with the communist authorities in the GDR [East Germany]. He was 
a vigorous opponent of US involvement in Vietnam. 


In Geneva, WCC General Secretary Philip Potter issued a statement on behalf 
of the WCC, himself, and its honorary president, W.A. Visser 't Hooft. In 
it, .neesaid s#if- part: 


"Martin Niemoller...was universally know as Pastor Niemoller ever since 1937 
when he was imprisoned by the Nazis for his clear stand for the uniqueness 

and sufficiency of the Gospel over every ideology and power, and for the freedom 
Ofethe sone; eholy, catholic, and «apostolic Church.: 4. 


"THis calls to German] Christians to confess their guilt...and to pray for 
forgiveness...were of ecumenical significance. They enabled the churches to 
draw closer together in the World Council of Churches in an attitude of 
penitence, mutual correction and reconciliation. 


"Martin Niemdller became a pastor to churches all over the world with this 
message of reconciliation, and probably did more than anyone to enable his 
country to play its part in the community of nations. Martin Niemdller was 
pastor in seeking to break the deadlock between East and West during the 

Cold War, and his visits to Russia did much to bring the churches in the 
Soviet Union into the ecumenical movement. Martin Niemdller was pastor in 
his prophetic stance for justice and peace and against the militarisation of 
his and other nations. Martin Niemdller was pastor in his openness to others 
of every race and condition, his deep concern for the churches, for pastors, 
and for people of every walk of life; his readiness throughout his life to be 
corrected by others and to change his quick-tempered attitudes in response to 
the challenges of the Gospel through others.... 


'The World Council of Churches owes a great debt to Martin Niemdller....above 
all as an example of the ecumenical calling and style of life...." 


ECUPOINT: Methodist bishops on mission ‘crisis' EPS 84.03.39 
WILMINGION, Delaware, US (EPS) - The United Methodist bishops have named a 
seven-person task force to "identify and clarify'' issues raised in the wake of 
the creation of an unofficial Mission Society for United Methodists, offered as 
an alternative to the official UM Board of Global Ministries. Some UM bishops 
spoke of a "crisis'' in connection with the denomination's mission efforts. 
Critics of the board are calling for more "evangelical and traditional Methodist 
missionaries.'' Several bishops are critical of the new agency. The task force 
is to report to the bishops' meeting here 23-27 April. The every-four-years UM 
general conference meets 1-11 May in Baltimore. 


ECUPOINT: Italy in agreement with Waldensians/Methodists EPS 84.03.40 

ROME (EPS) - Three days after signing an agreement with the Vatican ending 

Roman Catholicism's role as "sole religion" of the Italian state, Prime Minister 
Bettino Craxi and Waldensian Pastor Giorgio Bouchard signed an agreement 
guaranteeing the Waldensian/Methodist minority full religious freedom. Previously, 
the denomination was, like all non-Roman Catholic groups, simply tolerated. 

Unlike the Vatican agreement, the one with the Waldensians/Methodists gives 

them no state funds. Most Italians are at least nominally Roman Catholic. 


ECUPOINT: US religion journalists debate ethics EPS 84.03.41 

NEW YORK (EPS) - Religious News Service, based here, reports that religion 
journalists in the US are involved in a "lively informal debate" about the 

degree to which details of the personal lives of religious leaders are appropriate 
subjects for news reporting. The issue was raised by two reports last month, 

by the Associated Press news agency and the Louisville Courier-Journal newspaper, 
that linked the resignation last November of James Armstrong as a United 

Methodist bishop and president of the National Council of Churches to marital 
unfaithfulness. Both stories said Armstrong, in interviews, declined to 

confirm or deny the rumours. 


ECUPOINT: Templeton Prize to Bourdeaux EPS 84.03.42 
LONDON (EPS) - Anglican priest Michael Bourdeaux, founder of the Centre for the 
Study of Religion and Communism, is the winner of the 12th Templeton Prize for 
Progress in Religion. He is to receive the 140,000 UK pound award 15 May here. 
According to the Templeton announcement, "since his ordination in 1960, he has 
devoted his ministry to helping Christians in the Eastern-bloc countries 
strengthen their faith through a network of channels with Christians in other 
countries and by highlighting in the west the plight of eastern Christians 
under persecution.'' Previous Templeton winners have included Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta, Brother Roger of Taizé, US evangelist Billy Graham, and exiled Soviet 
author Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. 


ECUPOINT: Support committee launched in Japan EPS 84.03.43 
TOKYO (EPS) - Supporters of a court effort to "repeal the non-attendance record 
for Sunday activities" in Japanese state schools have formed a committee to 
help fund the effort by Masahiko Sawa, a pastor of the Kyodan (United Church of 
Christ in Japan). His suit notes that most Japanese elementary schools have 
Sunday activities at least once or twice a year, and that if children are 
absent, a record of that "does not only indicate that the child was absent, but 
also it reflects negatively on the character of the child." Sawa says that 
because of that, Christian children, who would normally attend church on 
Sundays, are deprived of their religious freedom. Eight court hearings have 
been held on the issue since the suit was filed in October 1982. Christians 
are counted as less than one percent of the Japanese population. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Hans Biihler: "Refugee Repatriation - Djibouti to Ethiopia" EPS 84.03.44 


The following appeared in longer form in the March newsletter of the WCC refugee 
service. Buhler notes that the UN and the Ethtoptan government have asked hts 
church agency, Dtenste in Ubersee, to "continue the communtty health care 
programme butlt up with the refugees tn Djtbouti and develop it over a longer 
pertod in thetr own regton and wtth the population as a whole....Can we cooperate 
here? The obltgatton of chureh atd organizations ts to human betngs: We must 
do all in our power to ensure the right of every individual to live a decent 


human itfe. This obltgatton sttll remains even tn dtffteult poltttcal sttuattons. 


...Despite favourable impressions as regards the return of refugees from 
Djibouti to Ethiopia, the way this return has taken place, and the methods 
used, I still have some unanswered questions: 


Will the voluntary character of the return be maintained? According to 
official statistics, Djibouti will permanently accept 2000 refugees at the 
most. What is to happen to those in excess of this ceiling? What is to 
happen to people who were engaged in the liberation struggle (Eritreans, 
Oromos) or who were large landowners? 


What effect does the powerful military presence have on the people who return? 
The Dire Dawa region today is still marked by the Ogaden war of 1978. There 
are not only the wrecked tanks and trucks to remind one of the war but also, 
and above all, the considerable number of troops present. The population is 
not so much afraid of a renewed flare-up of the fighting with Somalia as 
troubled by the day-to-day inconvenience of an army presence, as anywhere else 
in the world. 


Army training areas are established with no regard for the damage to agriculture; 
young men of eighteen and over are afraid of compulsory recruitment for military 
service - the few who accept this voluntarily do so for the food and the pay; 

the Cuban soldiers are regarded as a nuisance by the population since with their 
temperament, they do not fit in very well to a Muslim culture, especially as far 
as respect for women is concerned; the Russians are reproached not only for 
their aloofness but also for allegedly supplying nothing more than weapons. 


On the other hand, in Djibouti I again noted the very strong military presence 
of our French allies. I find it quite intolerable to think that highly-armed 
powers should be pouring expensive military equipment into an area of the world 
where the infant mortality rate is 50% and where starvation and disastrous 
droughts are becoming endemic. 


What is the political situation which meets the people when they return? In 
Djibouti, the refugees lived in camps in the desert with no prospects for the 


future. From 1982 to mid-1983, pressure of various kinds was brought to bear 
on them to get them moving back to their own home areas. Now they are 
returning voluntarily. In their homeland, however, civil war is raging over 


large areas, churches are being closed, church leaders thrown into prisons 
already overflowing with political prisoners. 


It is my clear impression, however, that most of the refugees have deliberately 
made their own decision. Better to live in poverty in their own politically- 
troubled country than to remain in an alien land as refugees with no future 
prospects. In addition, of course, there is the assistance given to those who 
return to Ethiopia. This helps to ensure that those who return will not be 
exchanging the provision made for them in refugee camps for a condition of 
utter poverty.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Joanne Fairhart: ''Letter from Kitchener" EPS 84.03.45 


Just as Canadian society generally, Canadian churches are strongly linked to 
their neighbour south of the border. As the prime minister once remarked, 
Canada living next to the United States is like a mouse in bed with an 
elephant. 


One way in which Canadian church and society are tied to American culture is 
through television - for example, religious programming. There are few 
Canadians, stalwart churchgoers or staunch atheists, who are not familiar with 
America's regular religious television fare, with ministers such as Oral Roberts 
and Jerry Falwell. Many of the shows, which often espouse a right-wing, 
apocalyptic theology, are viewed faithfully by thousands of Canadians, who, 
again faithfully, send money in response to the many appeals for help. 


These facts have not escaped Canadian church leaders, who know many of their 
members - particularly older people who are shut in because of illness - watch 


these shows. This suggests a failure on the part of the Canadian churches to 
meet a need of their constituency. There is now serious consideration given 
to how this need could be met in Canada. Representatives of about 30 churches 


and organizations have met several times to discuss establishing a national 
religious television network. 


That group grew out of the already-existing Inter-Church Communication project, 
one of Canada's many national ecumenical groups. Within ICC is a consultant 
firm developing a proposal for an ecumenical national media ministry through a 
television network, which would operate from satellite to cable. Points of 
discussion for consultants and for church representatives at the meetings 
involve searching for a truly Canadian show, a good and fair reflection of 
Canada's diverse churches, and meaningful and important programmes for non- 
Christians. 


As well as dialoguing with one another, church people have talked with 
representatives from the Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications 
Commission (CRTC), the government body to which license applications must be 
made. Serious discussion has occurred between the two groups, and the churches 
recently asked the CRTC to extend the application deadline so undecided groups, 
such as Roman Catholics and Jews, can decide whether to participate in the 
network. The CRITIC has done so. 


This is a serious venture, as the television network would be able to reach 
hundreds of thousands of viewers. It is also serious in that much of the 
programming would have to be newly-created by the churches. 


Most television material in existence does not seem an appropriate model for a | 


church network to follow. Secular programming with consumer-oriented, | 
materialistic advertising, and sexist, racist, classist or violent contents are | 
clearly not what the ICC consultants have in mind. Religious programming from 


the US is not attractive either, as most of it is glitzy, show-business 
evangelizing. 


As tough as the work will be, some exciting and creative efforts could result. 
There are already some examples of workable church involvement with television. 
Some congregations broadcast their Sunday-morning worship service live over the 
community station. And the United Church of Canada has recently embarked on 
a more ambitious project with TV Ontario (TVO), an educational television 
network. TVO has produced a nine-part series on the future of work, and the 
United Church worked with TVO to prepare a study guide to accompany the 
programme. 

EPS 


ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: "Evangelism in China (II)" EPS 84.03.46 


The following ts excerpted from the January evangeltsm newsletter of the World 
Counetl of Churches. It ts avatlable on request to WCC/CWME, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. [Related ttem: EPS 84.03.10. ] 


...Attempts at Bible smuggling, to take an extreme but real enough case, can 
only associate the Christian church with black marketeers, and adventurers, 
and to the extent that the attempt involves ex-servicemen of another country 


and resorts to para-military tactics, foreign aggression. Gospel radio 
broadcasts encourage people to write in, with offers of free colourful 
literature to be sent in from abroad. This associates Christianity with 
foreign affluence and foreign power. In most cases, Gospel radio broadcasting 


does not encourage listeners to participate in Christian meetings available to 
them locally, but instead offers a kind of fellowship by foreign correspondence, 
and makes subtle, sometimes not so subtle, insinuations against Christian 
worshipping in public places. Such attitude and devices undercut the local 
churches and their evangelistic impact, and right at the start induces alienation 
of the listener from the people. 


These intrusions may look innocuous to those who live in pluralistic societies, 
with daily exposures to outside forces. But not so to the people in China who 
have just recently opened its door to the west. The drive for modernization 
depends very much on foreign, particularly western, partnership. These changes 
fairly easily create among the people an uncritical admiration for things 
western. Under these circumstances, Bible-smuggling, Gospel radio broadcasts 
controlled by an alien understanding, or activities of a similar nature, can 
cause much harm to the Christian church which continues to have to bear the 
burden of proof of being truly Chinese, and not an expression of a foreign 
imperialistic religion. 


True, in a very real sense, the church in China is now firmly rooted in Chinese 
soil and is recognized as such by the ruling powers as well as by the people. 
Hence the amount of freedom it enjoys at present, and its evangelistic impact. 
But existing in a communist state with an avowed atheistic philosophy, where 
Christianity began with an imperialistic past, the burden of proof will 
probably have to remain always with the church. 


The danger of the church in China becoming a power in itself distinct from the 
people does not come from foreign interference alone. There are internal 
elements at work, some innate to the growth process, others distortions.... 

It is never easy to arrive at the optimum solution in the midst of a difficult 
situation such as that the church in China is in. It is downright presumptuous 
to try to do so from the outside. The job is best left to the Christians in 
China as they seek to share and examine one another's perspectives and assessments 
of where and how the Church ought to move. In the important task of getting the 
Bible to the Christians and others, a happy means has been found which takes into 
account the immediate needs of Christians as well as the long-term interest of the 
Christian Church for survival and growth. There is a clear recognition that the 
key lies in watchful vigilance that the church, in all that it is and does, does 
not alienate itself from the people, that the Christian church as it grows 

remains part and parcel of the "broad masses". Such awareness, it seems to me, 
is the most pervasive reason for optimism for the future of the church in China. 


The temptation for the church to turn away from demonstrating the power of the 
powerless to exerting the power of the powerful is strong. The other danger is 
that the church becomes complacent in its powerlessness, resigns itself to it, 

and loses the element of protest in its life. When this is lost, hope is also 
lost. Then there is no more reason for people to identify with the church and all 
that it estands’ for... . 


EPS 
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ECUVIEW/Geevarghese Osthathios: ‘Causes of Death Situations in India" EPS 84.03. 


The following is excerpted from the keynote address deltvered to the 20th 
assembly, last October, of the Nattonal Counetl of Churches in Indta. 


...(1) God said to Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply and fill. the earth 
(Gen. 1:28). He did not say what was to be done after filling the earth with 
their descendants. India's population is increasing 13 million each year for 
which we need two million tons of food grains, 200 million metres of clothes, 
2.5 million houses and four million jobs. Even when India could export food 
grains to Russia, the people of India were starving as they did not have the 
purchasing power. Population control is indispensable in India. But 
compulsory sterilization and abortion are also death-situations and so should 
not be practised as methods of population control. Ways and means of raising 
the educational, economic, cultural, religious standards of the people must 
have priority even for right type of family planning. 


(2) Wanton destruction of trees and forests has started to create an appalling 
death situation due to lack of rain and increase of heat. The Bible has a 
commandment which reads, "You shall not destroy its trees" (Dt.20:19). if 
the present deforestation is not stopped forthwith, even Kashmir can become a 
desert like Sahara....The present drought situation in Kerala, the land of 
rivers, is due to the deforestation of recent years when the settlers have 
moved up to the high ranges, felled trees and settled down, not knowing that 
by felling trees they were stopping rains. Our raititald. Cois-vear ts the 
lowest in eighty years. Like Madras, Kerala is also thirsty for drinking 
water now.... 


(3) Due to the arming of Pakistan and China,our neighbours, India is spending 
more than one third of its revenue for armaments and defence. We are giving 
employment opportunity to France, USA and USSR by buying their sophisticated 
weapons, while unemployment is our own major problem. Our total defence 
expenditure now is 42,000 million rupees, which is the cost of providing one- 
room pucca homes for one fifth of India's population. The cost of servicing 
900 aircraft each year is 2,000 million rupees, which is the market value of 
one million tons of wheat which could feed a fifth of India's population for 
10 days. The recurring expenses on 45 defence laboratories a year is 1,000 
million rupees, sufficient for 20 500-bed hospitals. 


(4) Accumulation of wealth in many forms is permitted by the government and 
the churches and religions. There are more millionaires in India now than in 
1947 and their wealth is increasing year after year. The mixed economy is a 
double curse as it is loss and indifference in the public sector and profit 
and accumulation of private wealth in the other....While China's foreign and 
national income is used for giving jobs, food, clothing, shelter for all her 
citizens, India's income is not used for the benefit of all. Let us realize 
that it is sin to be rich in a poor world and that it is the wealth of God 
intended for all that is being robbed by a few, in this country. 


(5) Religions of India are not free of responsibility in bringing about the 
present predicament. The Karma doctrine of Hinduism, the Ktsmet doctrine of 
Islam and the materialism of Christianity have made the people either lethargic 
or selfish. Faith in God and religion is an opiate to many as Karl Marx 
pointed out. Religion helps the followers to accept the status quo with an 
attitude of holy indifference, instead of enthusing them to change the death- 
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Those with special coverage requirements/deadlines in connection with 
the papal visit to the WCC 12 June should indicate them by 1 June. 

(This includes picture requirements.) An issue of EPS with coverage 

is scheduled to be mailed the next day. (It will not include pictures.) 
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The Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society in the European Community 
(Avenue d'Auderghem 23, B-1040 Brussels) has prepared a booklet on 

the elections to the European parliament later this year. It is available 
on request to the commission. 


US$ 100 M APPEAL LAUNCHED Ecumenical Press 
TO COMBAT HUNGER IN AFRICA Service 84.03.48 


[Related items: 84.03.65, 66.] 


GENEVA (EPS) - A coalition of international church organizations has announced 
an unprecedented effort to raise at least 100 million US dollars in cash or 


kind in the next five years to respond to hunger and starvation in more than 
20 African countries. 


Representatives of the four - World Council of Churches, Lutheran World 
Federation, Caritas Internationalis and Catholic Relief Services - announced 
their appeal at a news conference here. They cited estimates from the Rome- 
based Food and Agriculture Organization that one African in three - 150 million 
people - is "immediately threatened with starvation...This dramatic situation, 
they added, "demands the mobilizing and combining of all available resources 
and efforts" in both industrialized and drought~stricken countries. 


The new effort is over and above the groups' commitments for ongoing relief 
and development projects in Africa. They totalled 270 million US dollars 
last year. Priorities for the effort are supplying food, and supporting 
agricultural production, including the management of water resources. 


The coalition said its aid would be "planned and carried out as appropriate 

by local churches and their organizations....Given the rapid deterioriation 

of the situation," its statement adds, "it is essential to enable local churches 
to take radical action to help overcome not only immediate emergency needs, but 
also to address long-term measures to achieve self-sufficiency in food 
production. In setting this goal, dependency resulting from the importation 
and introduction of inappropriate technology should be avoided." 


In addition to providing assistance, North American and European church agencies 
"together with their partner churches in Africa, are being asked to urge 
government and international bodies to evolve new policies at both national and 
international levels which will ensure the elimination of root causes of poverty 
and hunger in the entire populations of Africa, Asia, and Latin America." 


A background paper on the situation distributed by the coalition describes all 
of Africa as "threatened by hunger", including five million children expected to 
starve in Africa this year, with another five million likely to suffer lifelong 
health damage because of malnutrition". Among the causes cited in the paper 
are the "explosive development of oil prices", "the crises of the world economic 
situation", a 15-year drought (interrupted only briefly in 1974/75), "wars 

and civil wars [that] have caused millions of people to become refugees", and 
"priority given to large, high-technology and capital intensive projects, 
requiring large inputs of foreign currency and highly-skilled management". 


The 301 WCC member churches are located in more than 100 countries and include 
representatives of virtually all major Christian traditions except Roman 
Catholic. The LWF groups 97 Lutheran denominations worldwide. Caritas 
Internationalis and Catholic Relief Services are two of the major international 
Roman Catholic relief and development agencies. All of them relate to dozens 
of national groups. Included among supporters. of this appeal are church 
relief organizations in socialist countries, such as Bread for the World in 

the GDR. 


Scheduled to be at the press conference were President Emmanuel Abraham, of the 
Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus, a member body of both the LWF and 
the WCC; Emanuele Giartosio, an Italian Caritas adviser on emergencies; and 
staff representatives of the four organizations - Director Nicholas Maro of the 
WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, Director Eugene 
Ries of the LWF world service department, Caritas Internationalis Secretary 


General Gerhard Meir, and CRS Director Robert Quinlan. 
EPS 


WORLD REFORMED GROUP SPEAKS Ecumenical Press 
ON TAIWAN, VISITS SHENOUDA Service 84.03.49 


CAIRO (EPS) - The executive committee of the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches met here [9-18 February]. Among other things, it expressed 
concern about possible reintroduction of a proposed "law to protect religion" 
in Taiwan. Also, seven of its members met with Pope Shenouda IIT, head of 
the Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Church, the chief body of Christians in this 
mainly Muslim country. 


The Taiwanese law was proposed in 1981 and 1983 and withdrawn both times 
following opposition from church representatives (including the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan) concerned that it would restrict rather than enhance 
religious freedom. The committee urged WARC members to be alert to possible 
reintroduction of the proposal in some form, and to be ready to communicate 
objections if need be. Besides Taiwan, Lesotho and the Hungarian minority 
in Romania were outlined by the committee as areas of concern. 


The visit to the pope [14 February] lasted an hour. © Since September 1981, 
at government insistence, he has been living at Ava Bishio monastery, about 
100 kilometres from here. The committee subsequently sent him a message 
assuring him of WARC prayer and concern. 


The committee also looked ahead to a celebration next year of the 300th 
anniversary of the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, which meant an official 
end to religious liberties French Protestants had enjoyed. The commemoration 
is to be conducted in the context of reflection on the defence of human rights 
and civil and religious liberties. 


Main item on the committee agenda was the new WARC programme, "Called to 

Witness to the Gospel Today", theme for WARC activity until the next general 
council, scheduled for 1989. The financial report to the meeting indicated 
that contributions are increasing "but not at the speed which would be necessary 
to implement all the programmes and the initiatives" proposed by the 1982 


general council. The committee, which governs the alliance between councils, 
meets next in New Delhi, 12-19 October 1985. 

EPS 
REGIONAL REFORMED MEETING SPEAKS Ecumenical Press 
ON CUBA, LUTHERAN RELATIONSHIPS Service 84.03.50 


MATANZAS, Cuba (EPS) - Representatives of 16 Reformed denominations in North 
America and the Caribbean have released a statement on the church in Cuba, 
describing it as a "joyful people passionately involved in the creative 
reconstruction of society" and a "lively church, yeast in the social loaf, 
committed to the task of helping build and shape a new Cuban society and 
active in the world mission of the church catholic". 


The 60 or so persons were at the Evangelical seminary here for the annual 
Caribbean and North American area meeting of the Geneva-based World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches. It took place [27 January-3 February] immediately 
following the 25th anniversary of the revolution which brought Fidel Castro 
to power on the island. 


In other action, the group recommended denominational action on the Orilciae 
US Reformed-Lutheran theological dialogue. Its report concludes that "there 
are no substantive matters concerning ministry...and the Lord's Supper which 
should divide us". 


The group received reports, and proposed future work on issues related to 
torture, human rights, and "alternative models for a more human way of 
organizing society". It also set up a study committee on rights in Puerto 
Rico. A Central American statement from the group affirmed national self- 
determination and non-intervention. ppo 


‘FULL FELLOWSHIP' URGED Ecumenical Press 
FOR LUTHERANS, METHODISTS Service 84.03.51 


_GENEVA (EPS) - The official, international Methodist-Lutheran theological 
dialogue has recommended that the two traditions "take steps to declare and 
establish full fellowship of Word and Sacrament". At their fifth session, 
near here, the group worked on a final report dealing with biblical authority, 
salvation, the church, means of grace, mission of the church, and suggestions 
for the future. 


The group says “sufficient agreement'’ has been reached to recommend full 
fellowship, for which a "first and important step" would be "pulpit exchanges 

and mutual hospitality at the table of the Lord". The group also calls on 
Lutherans and Methodists worldwide to seek the "visible unity of all Christians". 


One Lutheran commissioner, Lars @stnor of Norway, said he could not agree that 
sufficient agreement had been found to establish "full fellowship". This round 
of dialogue began in. 1979. It was co-sponsored by the Lutheran World 
Federation and the World Methodist Council. 


EPS 


VATICAN-CHINA LINKS Ecumenical Press 
SAID 'MORE PROMISING' Service 84.03.52 


The followtng ts adapted from a report by Inter Press Service: 


ROME (EPS) - High-ranking Roman Catholic officials say the possibility of a 
direct relationship between the Vatican and China are more promising than ever, 
but add that establishment of diplomatic relations is not. on the immediate 
agenda. The sources say their optimism about closer relations between the 
Vatican and Beijing is based on two new developments. 


The first was the resignation, noted in the 1984 Vatican yearbook, of 21 
prelates who have been considered the leaders of Chinese dioceses despite 
having lived outside China for at least 30 years. 


The second was the downgrading of the Vatican's representation in Taiwan from 
the rank of "nunciature" (the equivalent of a full embassy) to the rank of 
"apostolic delegation", a religious mission fundamentally subordinate to local 
bishops. 


The confirmation of the change of status in Taiwan came directly from Pope 
John Paul II himself. He told seven bishops from Taiwan last month that they 
were "regional prelates belonging to a single and great nation", a clear 
reference to mainland China. 


Diplomats here say the pope's words were well-received in Beijing, where 
officials have insisted that the Vatican downgrade its diplomatic ties with 
Taipei as a preliminary condition to any official contact between China and 

the Vatican. There are currently an estimated three million Catholics including 
about 3,000 priests and bishops in China. 


The Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, authorized by the Chinese government, 
has traditionally taken a hard line with the Vatican and has designated its own 
bishops without the pope's authorization. To date, Catholics who insist on 

ties with the Vatican have often been in trouble with the Chinese authorities. 


John Paul, however, has moved with caution, taking diplomatic steps considered 
satisfactory by the Chinese Catholics. The CCPA called the pope's statements 
to the Taiwanese bishops "extremely welcome". 


Diplomatic sources here say the delicate question of prelates being appointed 
without papal approval is under study, with the goal of finding a workable 
solution acceptable to both sides. EPS 


NORWEGIAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
REFORMS DEBATED Service 84.03.53 


The following ts adapted from a report by the Church of Norway Informatton 
Service: ; 


OSLO (EPS/@ivind @stang) - As the time for the Storting (parliament) debate 

on a bill proposing a number of reforms for Norway's Lutheran state church 
draws near, representatives of rather different sectors within it are stepping 
up their attempts to stop the process. Although with almost opposite 
arguments these opponents more or less unite in the wish to stick with the 
current system, whereby the Church of Norway is one of the most heavily 


state-governed churches in Europe. 


Among other things the bill proposes a general synod (meeting yearly), diocesan 
synods, and possibilities for diocesan councils to appoint the majority of 
parish pastors. 


Critics fearing less space for theological diversity in the church, mainly 
found in theologically and/or politically radical circles, say that synod 
delegates should be elected directly, and not indirectly as the bill proposes. 
Indirect elections will change the character of the church away from the 
present open ‘folk church", they claim. They also fear that pastors outside 
the theological mainstream may have trouble finding jobs. 


Critics fearing too much theological diversity, mainly leaders of some of the 
voluntary organizations within the church, say there is no need for the 
proposed reforms at all. They also fear that more active church synods will 
threaten the freedom of their organizations. Claiming to speak on behalf of 
large parts of the active members of their organizations (and the church) , 
these leaders have nevertheless been reminded that they might not have broad 
grassroots support in this matter. 


In the meantime, church leaders remind their critics that the proposed reforms 
are well within the views expressed by a majority of church and state bodies 
after the 1975 proposal to separate church and state in Norway. The main 
message then, and in the governmental report on state and church in 1981, was 
to keep the state-church system while granting the church a number of far- 
reaching reforms. 


The Storting is expected to debate the first bill on church reforms late this 
month, providing for the first general synod to meet in November. Later 
reform proposals are expected to concern how financial and dogmatic decisions 
may be transferred from the government ministry of church and education to 
the synod and other church forums. 


Connected with that reform, a special committee has proposed a new way to 
settle dogmatic disputes in the church. Instead of the current system ~ in 
which the government ministry of church and education has power of decision . 
after hearing advice from the bishops and the theological faculties - the new 
system would involve a theological council to consider overriding issues and 
an expert committee to consider individual personnel aspects of a case. The 
power of final decision after advice from these two groups would gradually be 
taken from the government ministry by the synod and diocesan councils. In 
any case, Norwegian law would continue to let individuals appeal to a civil 


court church administrative decisions related to dogmatic disputes. 


EPS 


BOLIVIAN BISHOPS PROMOTING Ecumenical Press 
"ACCORD' TO CONFRONT CRISIS Service 84.03.54 


The following ts abridged and adapted from Lima-based Lattnamerica Press: 


LA PAZ (EPS) - Bolivia's Roman Catholic bishops have offered to serve as 
mediators for finding solutions to the present economic crisis. Last November, 
the bishops called upon the government, the political parties, the trade unions 
and the business sector to form a "political pact and a social and economic 
truce that will allow the Bolivian people to face the future with hope". 


The entire spectrum of Bolivia's political organizations hailed the bishops' 
call to "save the democracy we have achieved at such great cost" and pledged 

to work towards a broad national accord. But, as observers here point out, 
there remain profound differences on the causes of the crisis and its solutions, 
making a real, national accord highly unlikely. 


The bishops, too, are ambiguous. They draw a compelling picture of a suffering 
Bolivian people victimized by the recession, but do not make it clear whether 
the democracy to be preserved at all costs is a democracy controlled by the 
powerful or one that gives priority to the needs and aspirations of the poor 
majority. 


Their document rejects all forms of violence (including strikes) and laments 
the lack of unity among political factions. It condemns the moral corruption 
invading every level of society, calling attention to speculation and the 
hoarding of basic staples, a thriving black market and open trafficking in 
narcotics. They also warn that "foreign extremist ideologies that are 
incompatible with true democracy" must be avoided at all costs. 


The wide acceptance accorded the document reflects the influence of the 
hierarchy as a moral voice. In recent years, the bishops have raised their 
collective voice to condemn the dictatorships of Hugo Banzer (1971-78) and 
Luis Garcia Meza (1980-81). Peasant and workers' groups value the prelates' 
concern for Bolivia's poor majority, while the government as well as business 
and military leaders see in the call to unity a chance to contain increasing 
social unrest. 


Most worker and peasant leaders, however, are critical of the bishops' analysis, 
contending that the social peace they propose ignores the basic conflict between 
the authors and the victims of the crisis. Popular-based organizations find 

it puzzling that the bishops warn against the "extremism" of strikes and 
supposed outbreaks of guerrilla activity but fail to mention that well-known 
torturers, paramilitary thugs, drug traffickers and generals who openly plot 
military coups freely walk the streets. 


Although the bishops insisted that their document was strictly pastoral, its 
political implications are apparent from the controversy it caused. Its 
ambiguous language and its failure to address the underlying causes of the 
crisis appear to reflect disagreements within the hierarchy. Perhaps the 
largest group of bishops is concerned about maintaining the institutional 
structure of the church. For these bishops, faith is defined as strict 
adherence to Christian doctrine. These prelates rarely seek to discern the 
roots of poverty, and consider personal conversion superior to and independent 
from the commitment to change unjust social structures. A minority view, but 
one that appears to be growing in influence, is that of a group of bishops who 
emphasize the gospel concern for justice and call for a clear option for the 
poor. For these bishops, Christian conversion must be at once personal and 
social; the church is envisioned as a community dedicated to service rather 
than as a power parallel to the state.... 


EPS 


ECUPOINT: Papal visit to Yugoslavia opposed EPS 84.03.55 
LONDON (EPS) - The British Roman Catholic weekly "Tablet" reports that 
Opposition to a proposed papal visit to Yugoslavia next year comes from 

both the ruling Communist Party and the Serbian Orthodox Church. Officials 

of the former are said to be concerned that such a visit would "further 
strengthen a religious revival that is already going on.'' Some Serbian 
Orthodox leaders are said to be "upset" at the pope's intention to meet as 
well with leaders of the Macedonian Orthodox Church, organised in 1967 

against the wishes of the Serbians. 


ECUPOINT: Mozambique Presbyterian appeal EPS 84.03.56 
MAPUTO (EPS) - President Amosse Zita of the Presbyterian Church of Mozambique 
has issued an appeal "because of the dramtic situation in which our country 
finds itself at present.'' Zita said the government has asked church aid 
because ''something should be done to help our fellow citizens who are dying 

of hunger, from guerilla warfare and from the lack of medicines in hospitals." 
The Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches has more information 
about ways to assist. 


ECUPOINT: SA priest acquitted EPS 84.03.57 
ZWELITSHA (EPS) - Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, the priest who is secretary of the 
southern African conference of Roman Catholic bishops, was acquitted (8 

March) by a court of charges of subversion and incitement to violence. The 
government of Ciskei - one of the black "homelands" declared independent by 
South Africa - arrested Mkhatshwa after a speech last October at the University 
of Fort Hare. The judge ruled there was no evidence he urged overthrow of 

the government. His arrest brought international appeals for his release. 


ECUPOINT: Hungarian conference on human responsibility EPS 84.03.58 
BUDAPEST (EPS) - An international conference on "human responsibility in 
today's world," met here (28 February-1 March). Hosted by the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences, it included 40 participants from other countries. Aim 
was "to create the opportunity for an exchange of views between believers 

and Marxists...on the fundamental principles and possibilities for common 
actions...in order to stand up against the economic and political crises of 
our age, with a chance of success." 


ECUPOINT: RES constitutional revision urged EPS 84.03.59 
GRAND RAPIDS, Michigan, US (EPS) - The interim committee of the Reformed 
Ecumenical Synod, an international grouping of Reformed denominations, based 
here, has called for "a new statement of purpose, new articles on authority 
and membership...new regulations." The committee speaks of a spiritual 

crisis among RES members which is reflected, says an RES news report, in 
"termination of membership by a number of churches, deep disagreements on 
doctrinal and social issues, and the questioning of the membership qualifica- 
tions of two member churches." The committee report goes to the RES meeting 
in Chicago 30 July-10 August. 


ECUPOINT: Missionaries from third world put at 10 percent EPS 84.03.60 
KRISTIANSAND, Norway (EPS) - About 10 percent of Christian missionaries come 
from the third world, reports Norwegian Christian News Service, based here. 
The proportion is said to be growing. 


ECUPOINT: Kaunda opposes church divisions EPS 84.03.61 
LUSAKA (EPS) - Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda has warned against sectionalism 
or tribalism in the church, which also have adverse effects in the wider 
society. Speaking at the installation of the new Roman Catholic archbishop 
here, Kaunda also said the government and ruling party would not interfere in 
church matters "unless such matters harmed the life and human rights of a 
citizen of Zambia." 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Peter Glensor: "Letter from New Zealand" EPS 84.03.62 


Last month, the National Council of Churches held its general meeting. Key 
issues included the controversial annual commemoration of the Treaty of 
Waitangi, ecumenical relations and racism. The council called for a temporary 
halt to the government-sponsored Waitangi "celebrations" while genuine dialogue 
between Maori and Pakeha (European) takes place. The meeting outlined a 
process of regional ecumenical consultations to clarify the future agenda of 
ecumenism as a base for a new council of churches including Roman Catholics. 
And the NCC Programme of Racism was continued for a further term. 


A new feature in this year's three-day meeting was the presence of a vocal 
group of young people. It is several years since young people have been 
present and active at this level of church life. 


As in many other parts of the world, there has been a recent dramatic increase 
in commitment by New Zealand churches to youth ministry. In the numerically- 
dominant Anglican Church a national youth co-ordinator began work in 1983. 

In a church where diocesan autonomy is very important, he moves around the 
country, encouraging new developments and building a sense of Anglican identity 
among young people. 


The Baptists and Salvation Army have maintained unbroken their long tradition 
of strong youth work, with Baptist Youth Ministries touching around 10,000 
young people. In the Presbyterian and Methodist churches, national youth 
staff are rebuilding youth structures which give a sense of identity while 
remaining flexible and not too bureaucratic. In all six Roman Catholic 
dioceses, youth ministry teams are being established, a sign of a rapid 
resurgence in that church of a concern for young people. 


Reasons for this development vary. It echoes a worldwide pattern of a 
revival of church youth structures over the past 15 years. In the 1970s many 
churches closed their youth departments, arguing that youth should be 
"integrated" with the rest of the Church family - for many, the result was 
that young people disappeared. So, an instinct for survival encourages some 
older people to support new youth ministries. And there is the real insight 
that young people are the church of today, not just tomorrow, while having the 
right and the need to claim a special place in the church they can call their 
own. 


Here in New Zealand, in the NCC for two years one staff person has been asked 
to work especially on ecumenical youth concerns. In the 12 NCC member 
denominations many young people, like their elders, have varied reactions to 

the ecumenical movement. They range from outright rejection through complete 
ignorance to a vague sense that ecumenism is irrelevant but vaguely interesting. 


But there are young people who are excited by the life and work of the 

ecumenical movement. During 1983, following a four-day retreat, a group of 
young people from various denominations formed the Ecumenical Youth Movement. 
Their base was as a group of young white people, committed to the otkoumene 

- the whole inhabited earth. Their reflections on what is happening in 
contemporary society led to a focus on the twin evils of sexism and racism. 

That first retreat was followed by others and a series of events is being planned 
by the group, to offer to other young Christians a vision of what it means to be 
a Christian in today's world. 


The EYM, along with young people from various denominations, were part of the 
NCC meeting. They spoke strongly and clearly, in the working groups and in 
the plenary sessions. They told of the painful personal pilgrimages they are 
embarked upon. They show every sign that the presence of younger people will 
be strongly felt in ecumenical circles for some time to come. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: "The Stakes in Lausanne" EPS 84.03.63 


The following ts exeerpted from a longer "dream message" to parttetpants tn the 
conference on Lebanon whtech began tn mtd-Mareh tn Lausanne, Switzerland. 

It was written just after Rubetz woke from a "nightmare; I was being chased by 

a group of gunmen tn West Betrut. They were trying to kill me. TI was wearing 
across." A Lebanese, Rubeta spent most of his life there. He ts now — 
Middle East secretary at the World Counetl of Churches in Geneva. 


West Beirut has a large number of Christians and the North and the South as 
well. Christians and Muslims are armed in a dangerous way. Those who ally 
themselves with a foreign power at the expense of joining their brothers in 
Lebanon are likely to be the victims of their own fears. Are they the same 
people who might resort to killing civilians when in a moment of panic they try 
to dictate their will? 


There is still a chance for legitimacy in Lebanon and Lausanne is about 
reviving legitimacy. But if Lausanne fails, what will happen next? Past 
trends lead us to think that more massacres will take place. Christians will 
kill Muslims and Muslims will kill Christians in the most perverse way. 


I often tell Western Christians who show sympathy for the plight of minorities 
in the Middle East that if we exaggerate the fears and the discrimination 
against minorities in the area, we will be counter-productive. We will be 
committing a self-fulfilling prophecy. We will be increasing tension between 
minorities and majorities. 


Christians of Lebanon affect the Christians of the entire Middle East. Upon 
you, Christians in Lebanon, depend 10 million Christians in the Middle East. 
They want you to be wise. They want you to protect yourselves with love and 
justice and not with fear. They do not want you to be a victim of your fear 
and a potential murderer. They want you to shake hands with your neighbour 
in order to build a new future. 


The Lebanese politicians in Lausanne must realize that they have a responsibility 
to forge legitimacy and brotherhood between the communities of Lebanon on a 

sound basis of power-sharing for the future. There are many who are cynical 
even though not opposing the conference. "Violence is a lie",Pope John Paul 
declared recently in Latin America. Violence will always bring more violence. 
Violence is deceitful because it does not deal with the problem. 


Many in Lebanon seem aware that the more they kill the more killing will take 
place. Those who are against Lausanne and against reconciliation in Lebanon 
want to divide Lebanon. But if Lebanon divides, what happens in Egypt, Syria 
and the rest of the Arab world where many Christian Arabs want to live 
integrated in the larger society? How conscious are the separatists and the 
fundamentalists in Lebanon of the larger circle of violence and potential 
conflict in the Middle East? 


The Lausanne participants are making decisions not only about Lebanon, not only 
about Christians or Muslims, but about 120 million people in the region with 
some 100 minority groups. So, Lebanese in Lausanne, think integration: The 
Phoenicians whom you claim as ancestors invented language, symbol of human 
communication and unity. Most Lebanese today are overwhelmed by dreams of 
violence and disaster. Too few are motivated by the victorious human dreams 
of such people as Martin Luther King and, closer to home, Khalil Gibran, the 
Lebanese "prophet". May his spirit be present in Lausanne. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Christians in Lebanon" EPS 84.03.64 


The following ts excerpted from "Lebanon: A Confltet of Minorities", report 
no. 61 of the London-based Minority Rights Group. It was distributed as 
part of Lebanon sttuatton report no. 33 [28 February] by the World Counctl of 
Churches tnter-church atd commisston (CICARWS) as giving a "clear picture of 
all parttes involved tn the Lebanese conflict". The report also includes 
secttons on Lebanese Muslims ("also riven with different traditions [Sunnt, 
Shi-ite, Druze], and tenstons based on historical expertence"), and on two 
other "imntgrant communtttes" - Palestintans and Syrian/Kurdish: 


Outside family loyalties which direct so much daily life, the Lebanese belong 
first and foremost to their religious confession. Like kinship it is a bond 
of loyalty that traces back over centuries, and against which the twentieth 
century nation state is still a weak competitor. Under the Ottoman Empire 
religion was institutionalized and strengthened as essential to social 
structure, with the non-Sunni (Muslim) communities being held in an inferior 
but nevertheless recognized position. Although loyalty was ascribed to some 
extent to the person of the sultan in Istanbul, all Ottoman citizens defined 
themselves according to their religion (and sect within that religion), and 
these, or some of them, were formally represented with considerable status 
through the religious leadership, Muslim, Christian and Jewish, seated in 
Istanbul. 


These religious leaders, muftis, patriarchs and rabbis, represented their 
community interests at the seat of power and were held responsible for the 
lawful behaviour of their community. Such a system reinforced what people 
felt about their identity, that it was essentially religious. Since the 
Ottoman empire collapsed little more than sixty years ago, we should not be 
surprised that religious bonds, still formally represented in Lebanon's legal 
system and informally so in political life, should be a good deal stronger 
than loyalty to relatively recently-established international borders, even 
if these are a little older than those of its neighbours. Apart from a now 
miniscule Jewish community in Beirut, and a few Baha'is, Lebanon's religious 
communities may be broadly divided into Christian and Muslim. 


Christian communities survived in Syria and Lebanon from the days of the 
Byzantine Empire. The main ones that concern us are: 


The Greek (or Arab) Orthodox which uses the Byzantine, or Melkite, rite. It 
is the descendant of the "established" church of the Byzantine empire. 

Those Greek Orthodox living in Syria and Lebanon form the main part of the 
Patriarchate of Antioch, though for at least a century the patriarch himself 
has lived in Damascus. As part of the far wider church the Orthodox have 
always felt a loyalty to their Patriarchate and the Syrian Christian community, 
in its broadest sense. And, further afield, it has maintained shy links with 
other centres of Orthodoxy, Athens and Moscow. In modern day Lebanon the 
Orthodox are found in many villages, particularly in the north, and in the 
towns. One or two villages are predominantly Greek Orthodox, but for the most 
part they live as a substantial minority in areas where another confession is 
dominant. 


The Greek Catholic Church ...as a result of painstaking work by Catholic 
missionaries and French diplomats, came into union with Rome in the eighteenth 
century. Whilst retaining oriental rites and customs it recognizes papal 
supremacy. Greek Catholics are found in villages and towns, particularly in 
the Biqa' and in south Lebanon, but also are found in Mount Lebanon itself. 

As the origins of their loyalty to Rome imply, the Greek Catholics look west 
as well as east in cultural and political matters. 


(more) 


ECUVIEW: "Christians/2 


The Maronite Church is also in union with Rome, but is of very different origin. 
This is rooted in its monothelete doctrine which put it into conflict with the 
Byzantine (or Melkite) Church from its foundation in the fifth century onwards. 
As a result of persecution at Byzantine hands, and the subsequent conquests of 
the Muslim Arab armies of the seventh century, the Maronite community retreated 
from northern Syria into the northern fastnesses of Mount Lebanon, around 
Bsharri in the Qadisha Gorge. Thus from its inception the Maronite Church has 
felt alienated from the culture and religion of the Syrian hinterland, but has 
been able to escape Muslim or other persecution a practise its religion in 
freedom. 


Maronite contact with Frankish Europe was established during the Crusades, and 
in 1216 the Maronite Church abandoned its monothelete heresy and established 
relations with Rome, though it only entered into formal union with the Holy See 
ilo. Although Maronite contacts with the west over the centuries must 
have been tenuous and intermittent, a deep sense of affinity with Christian 
Europe grew amongst the Maronites, and this was consciously fed by France from 
the seventeenth century onwards, through the provision of Jesuit teachers, 
through the arrogation of "protective responsibility" for Maronite well-being, 
and through the fostering of trade relationships. Until the nineteenth 
century the Maronites remained confined to the mountain range itself where 
they established a feudal structure in the eighteenth century, similar and 
partially subject to that of the Druzes further south. So successful was la 
mtsston cetvilisatrice, which clearly reflected French imperial interests as 

a Mediterranean power, that many Maronites not only assumed French as their 
first language, still a striking phenomenon in Maronite society, but also 
"conceived a hopeless love of French civilisation" 


Other Christian communities in Lebanon include very small ancient Eastern 
confessions, and also Roman Catholics and Protestants, both the products of 
missionary endeavour during the past two hundred years. For obvious reasons, 
these converts have tended to look west for their cultural and political 
affinities. And there are the Armenian churches... 


The Armenian community, composed of Armenian Orthodox (or Gregorian), Catholics 
and Protestants arrived in Lebanon as fugitives from the massacres in Anatolia, 
at the end of the nineteenth century, and again in 1920-21, or as fugitives 
when Turkey annexed Syrian Alexandretta in 1939. Some settled in the Bigqa', 
but most found their way to Beirut, primarily the north-eastern suburbs. The 
French authorities gave them Lebanese citizenship in 1924, partly in order to 
swell the number of Christians in the Lebanese state. The Armenians have been 
acutely conscious of their position as an immigrant community and have 
generally avoided controversy and partisanship in Lebanese politics and have 
done their best to demonstrate their loyalty to the Lebanese state and 
institutions.... 


With the exception of the Palestinians, the Kurds and Syrians, whose identity 

is not primarily a religious one, all the others enjoy a religious leadership 
which has inherited considerable influence from Ottoman days, not only in social 
matters, but also in the political sphere. In particular, the power wielded by 
the Maronite Patriarch could be immense to secure office for his favourite in 

the Presidential elections, or to undermine those Maronite leaders of whose 
policies he disapproved. Religious bonds make themselves felt in another sphere. 
In a country in which over 70% of education is private, the religious foundations 
with their considerable capital resources from abroad have created the schooling 
system. Many children pass through schools of their own confession, very often 
barely meeting those of another faith.--p5. 


ECUVIEW: "Background on the African Drought Situation" EPS 2403205 


The followtng was prepared tn connection with the announcement of a 100-mtllton- 
US-dollar, tnter-church effort to combat hunger tn Afrtca [EPS 84.08.48]. 


-..The reasons which have led to the prevailing socio-economic problems are 
manifold and can only be highlighted as follows: 


(1) Apart from a short period of rain in 1974/1975, many African countries 
have been suffering for 15 years from drought, which has caused a lack of 
fertility in the soil and destroyed cattle. 


(2) The explosive development of oil prices for years has affected the 
developing countries, which do not have their own oil resources, much more 
than it has affected the industrialized countries. 


(3) Because of the most severe recession in the last 50 years, and because 
of the crises of the world economic situation, developing countries, in 


particular, are suffering especially because they lack urgently needed 
investments. 


(4) Man-made disasters such as wars and civil strife have caused millions to 
become refugees or to be displaced persons in their own countries. Inadequate 
training of personnel and resultant mismanagement has resulted in failed 
economic and social development and caused corruption. 


(5) Priority given to large, high-technology and capital intensive projects, 
requiring large inputs of foreign currency and highly-skilled management has 
led to neglect of village-level development projects and contributed to the 
current social and economic crises with resulting massive debt burdens. 


If any remedy to this, the largest emergency situation in Africa, should be 
found, then the efforts of their own governments and peoples are of decisive 
importance. Developing countries cannot achieve this alone, neither in the 
political nor in the socio-economic area. Thus, the contribution of the 
industrialized countries can lie in the promotion and support of self-help 
measures: 


(1) Political efforts towards peace by lessening tensions, which are partly 
brought to the African countries from outside, should be undertaken more 
strongly than before. 


(2) As a prerequisite to the follow-up measures, emergency measures, going 
beyond the present, ongoing assistance against hunger and disease, should be 
undertaken to such an extent that they become a decisive contribution in the 
present situation. 


(3) The dismantling of protectionist barriers in order to guarantee for 
these countries that they can sell their goods at adequate prices to the 
industrialized countries. A continuous flow of capital for rehabilitation, 
as well as for investments, and the reduction of debts by re-scheduling will 
also be necessary. 


(4) Short-term and long-term measures for improving the agricultural 
structure, large-scale irrigation, improvement of infrastructure and 
improvement of the over-all supply system.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Recommendations on Hunger in Africa" EPS 84.03.66 


The followtng recommendations were released tn connection with the announcement 
of a 100-million-US-dollar, inter-church effort to combat hunger tn Afrtca 
[EPS 84.03.48]. ' 


...1t is recommended that church agencies: 


(1) continue to provide food and material aid to the most severely-affected 
countries in the coming years; 


(2) appeal for funds to provide this aid and request funds for post-emergency 
measures during the coming years to reactivate and increase food production 
towards a goal of self-reliance in this sector; 


(3) select some countries among those most affected, in which it now has 
operational programmes, to implement this goal; 


(4) supply seeds, fertilizer and tools, within financial possibilities, to 
the selected countries to raise food production; 


(5) increase, within the existing programmes, field testing and training 
support and aim for more concentrated extension services to be provided to the 
farmers involved; 


(6) promote community motivation in the countries concerned with respect to 
food production, training and related matters, taking into account cultural 
factors; 


(7) sponsor and assist village irrigation projects for small landholders; 


(8) study possibilities for assisting livestock projects, including extension, 
training and vaccinations. Ecological conditions and considerations should 
be taken into account; 


(9) encourage and assist in arresting desertification through reafforestation 
and proper land management and utilization; 


(10) undertake projects aiming at improving storage facilities at the village 
level at affordable prices for the farmers; 


(11) consult with and, upon request, advise governments on food production and 
related policies (such as better price incentives, improving feeder roads, and 
promoting accessible and efficient marketing facilities), which would make 
local food production more attractive to farmers; 


(12) foster cooperation with other ecumenical and church-related agencies 
through consultation and coordination in awareness-building, public information 
and fund negotiation with governmental and intergovernmental organizations and 
a coordinated approach to implementation; and 


(13) strengthen the capacity of churches and their agencies in the affected 
countries to respond to the needs of the whole community. 


It is recommended that the churches: 


(1) more strongly than to date use their influence on governments and 
international agencies to strengthen the political efforts for peace among the 
peoples of the world in order to diminish tensions; and 


(2) use their influence with governments and international agencies to 
diminish protectionist trade barriers, so that the countries in Africa, through 
a just trade relationship, can export their goods to the industrialized 
nations; as well as to strengthen the flow of capital and investments for 
further development; and thus contribute to the reduction of the heavy debt 


burden of the developing nations. EPS 
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SHOPTALK 


In EPS 84.03.24, the reference in line three should be to Sweden, not Finland. 


Fetet 


Friedhelm Solms, consultatant for the WCC international affairs sub-unit 
(CCIA),has prepared a background paper on "the spectre of chemical warfare.” 
It appears in French in the April monthly issue of SOEPI, French-language 
counterpart of EPS, and is available on request. 


t+tt+ 


The EPICA Task Force (1470 Irving Street NW, Washington DC 20010 USA) is 
distributing a dossier on "Central America 1984: Year of Decision.” It 
includes major sections on “structural” and "political contradictions” 
and some "theological reflections.” Cost by mail is 2.25 US dollars. 


t++¢+ 


The 1982-83 activities report of the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) 
is available (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). Commission projects received 
45.8 million US dollars worth of support in 1982. 


ttt 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
published a report on the 1973-77 series of international theological 
dialogues between Baptist and Reformed representatives. "Baptists and 
Reformed in Dialogue” is number 4 in the WARC studies series. 


ttt tt 


The Irish Council of Churches has announced its current (March) list 
of publications, including a booklet by J. Barkley to mark the ICC's 
60th anniversary last year. The titles include several ecumenical 
reports by the ICC/Roman Catholic Joint Group on Social Problems Con 
violence, leisure, environmental problems, housing, teenage drinking), 
and material on ecumenism, Christian nurture, world mission, peace 
education, punishment and imprisonment, and unemployment. The ICC 
address is 48 Elmwood Avenue, Belfast BTS 6AZ. 


t+t+et+ 
Contributors,.to,.this.ERS; 


Hans-Ruedi Weber is executive secretary with the portfolio on biblical 
studies at the World Council of Churches (83.03.93). 


John Linnan is president of the Catholic Theological Union, a consortium 
of Chicago-area seminaries (83.03.94). 


NEW CALEDONIA DRIVE FOR Ecumenical Press 
INDEPENDENCE STEPPED UP Service 84.03.67 


NOUMEA, New Caledonia (EPS) - The Independence Front of New Caledonia announced 
a stepped-up campaign against the French government, which controls this South 
Pacific’ island. 


The French have proposed a 1989 referendum on independence, but the front has 
rejected that as unacceptably slow. It is calling instead for autonomy this 
year and full independence before 1986. 


To press its demands, the front has called for a general occupation of land "now 


denied" to Kanaks (descendents of the original islanders), and a boycott of 
territorial assembly elections set for next July unless demands about an 
independence timetable and electoral reform are met. 


Independence for New Caledonia was endorsed by the 1976 and 1981 assemblies of 
the Pacific Conference of Churches. About 90 percent of the territory's 
150,000 people are counted as Christians, about three-quarters of them Roman 
Catholics. Most of the rest belong to the [Reformed] Evangelical Church in 
New Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands, whose synod, after a denomination-wide 
period of Bible study and reflection, came out in 1979 in favour of independence. 
The denomination has also been involved in efforts to prepare Kanaks to assume 
responsibilities in an independent New Caledonia. 


The territory's population is roughly two-fifths Kanak, one-third European, one 


quarter other. Kanaks are prominent in the Evangelical Church, while the 
Europeans tend to be Roman Catholics. That denomination has been more 
reserved on independence issues. 

EPS 
3 NAMIBIAN BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
APPEAL ON PRISONERS Service 84.03.68 


WINDHOEK (EPS) - Namibia's Lutheran, Anglican, and Roman Catholic bishops have 
joined the families of detainees in a court application seeking the release of 
37 of them, held in a camp near Mairental (south Namibia) since they were 
captured by South African troops in a raid on an Angolan refugee camp. 


The bishops - Kleopas Dumeni, James Kauluma, and Boniface Haushiku - and the 
families say the detainees were "unlawfully seized" and "unlawfully abducted". 


In another Namibian church reaction related to the situation in the region, the 
Council of Churches (CCN) has welcomed South Africa's announced intention to 
Withdraw its troops from Angola. Signed by Kauluma, CCN president, the 
statement also calls "most urgently for a cease-fire and for the cessation of 
hostilities in Namibia". It does not mention’ Swapo, the chief group fighting 
the South African presence in the country, but several senior Swapo members also 
hold CCN positions. 


The statement also welcomes the release of Herman Toivo ja Toivo, a Swapo 
co-founder, after 16 years in South Africa's Robben Island prison, and urges 
"release of all political detainees and those held in restriction without trial". 


Meanwhile, Geneva-based Lutheran World Information reports that Daniel J. kK. 
Tjongarero, CCN communications coordinator and Swapo internal vice-president, 
faces criminal investigation for attempting to organize a Swapo public meeting 
in connection with Toivo ja Toivo's release. 


EPS 


MUSLIM-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS Ecumenical Press 
ON EUROPEAN MEETING AGENDA Service 84.03.69 


ST POLTEN, Austria (EPS) - Questions posed to European Christians by the existence 
of Muslim communities in most European countries were on the agenda of a gathering 
of more than 80 church representatives from 20 countries here [5-10 March]. The 
meeting was sponsored by the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches. 
Participants included Muslims from Austria, FRG, and UK. 


According to a CEC report, group discussions "centred on the fundamental 
theological questions which have stood between Christianity and Islam from the 
beginning - their understanding of God, the action of the Holy Spirit, the 
significance of Jesus Christ, the place of Mohammed”. The group agreed that 
European Christians "have to be loving, truthful and open in their dealings with 
their Muslim neighbours even if theological controversies remain unsettled." 


The group also observed that "Christian witness to God has often been distorted by 
power-seeking and prejudice. Today Christians are called to model their lives 
afresh on Christ's example of service and devotion", the report adds, "and, 
following him, to serve their Muslim fellow human beings". 


Muslims in northern and western Europe tend to be largely migrant workers, 
recently arrived. Southern and eastern European Muslim communities tend to be 
larger and longer established. But the group concluded that both communities 
are "equally affected by the challenges of the secular industrialized world whose 
economic and political structures tend to exploit weak and minority sections of 
society and to propagate indifference and materialistic attitudes". 


The gathering included mediations on biblical and qur'anic texts, and 
opportunities for ecumenical worship. 


EPS 
ECUPOINT: Small groups said to revitalize church life EPS 84.03.70 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Religious News Service, based here, reports that "spiritual 
renewal programs are quietly revitalizing the life of churches and synagogues" 
in the US. The RNS report mentions, among others, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
and Methodist efforts, plus plans by the National Council of Churches to hold a 
"major symposium" on spirituality and congregational renewal 17-20 June here. 


ECUPOINT: Caution urged on UCC/Disciples relationships EPS 84.03.71 
GLENVIEW, Illinois, US (EPS) - A group of pastors of the United Church of Christ 
has formed a "Committee for a New Alternative," based here, to express "concerns 
regarding the potential merger of the UCC and the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ)." Next year, the national governing bodies of the two denominations are 
to vote on whether to continue steps toward possible merger begun in 1979. The 
committee's alternative is "discontinuance of the discussions which have corporate 
union as their inevtable goal and substitution of the active pursuit of cooperative 
ecumenical partnerships for mission and witness with the Disciples of Christ as 
well as with other denominations." The committee says merger would mean "paying 
the heavy price" in terms of time, money, "fragmentation" and "loss of identity." 


ECUPOINT: RC/Baptist international dialogue EPS 84.03.72 
BERLIN (EPS) - The first of five sessions of official, international conversations 


between Baptists and Roman Catholics is set for 18-22 July here. Theme is 
"Evangelism/Evangelization: The Mission of the Church." The discussions are 
sponsored by the Baptist World Alliance's doctrine and interchurch cooperation 
commission and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


Leo 


BISHOPS REFLECT ON ELECTIONS Ecumenical Press 
IN EL SALVADOR AND NICARAGUA Service 84.03.73 


The followtng ts abridged and adapted. The report ts from Rome-based Inter 
Press Service. 


TEGUCIGALPA (EPS/Juan Ramon Duran) - The Roman Catholic archbishops of 

El Salvador and Nicaragua have reflected on the upcoming elections in their 
countries. Arturo Rivera y Damas (El Salvador) and Miguel Obando y Bravo were 
here [17 March] for the consecration of Copan Bishop Luis Santos in western 
Honduras. 


Rivera y Damas noted that “the Salvadorean Catholic church stresses that dialogue 
together with the elections are the two options for finding a solution to the 
tragedy in which the people live". The civil war between Salvadorean government 
forces and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) has dragged on 
for four years. 


The archbishop said a consultation of the people is one of the democratic methods 
of discovering what the majority believes and wants, and that for this reason, he 
does not oppose the presidential elections [25 March]. 


But he noted that there were elections in El Salvador in 1982 to elect a 
constituent assembly, and people turned out in large numbers to vote. "It was 
soon evident that the most pressing problems, among them that of the war, were 
not being resolved", Rivera y Damas said. "That is the reason that we have said 
that the elections in themselves are not enough, and they must be complemented 
with measures such as dialogue between the parties in conflict", he added. 


The archbishop said that he has received threats against his life from the 
extreme-right death squads, which have murdered tens of thousands of Salvadoreans 
in the last few years. 


Obando y Bravo, meanwhile, said that the Roman Catholic church in Nicaragua will 
endorse the elections there, set for next November, if they are based on four 
pillars - "Love, freedom, justice and truth". 


The archbishop, who has been an outspoken critic of the Sandinista government, 
said opposition groups must be allowed to express their views freely and fairly, 
as a crucial requirement of the electoral process. 


He said he opposes the US aid to El Salvador and to the rebel groups fighting to 

overthrow the Sandinistas, such as the Nicaraguan Democratic Force (FDN), (active 
near the border with Honduras), and the Democratic Revolutionary Alliance (ARDE), 
(active near the border with Costa Rica). 


"The ideal would be to achieve peace through civic and civilized means", he said. 
"We have to work to transform the human heart so that the bayonets become ploughs 
and the tanks tractors which open the earth for production". 


Obando y Bravo said that there are some restrictions on the Catholic church in 
Nicaragua, noting that he cannot broadcast mass directly over the radio, because 
there is an emergency law which requires any speech or homily to be submitted in 
writing 24 hours in advance for censors’ approval. Church leaders have tried to 
resolve this problem, he said, "but that desire has been frustrated by the 
Sandinista regime's censorship apparatus". 


He rejected speculation that "Nicaragua will become a country like Cuba, since 
there are different realities and the people of Nicaragua are very special". 


EPS 


PARAGUAY CHURCH-STATE Ecumenical Press 
TENSIONS COME TO HEAD Service 84.03.74 


The following ts abridged and adapted from Ltma-based Latinamertea Press: 


ASUNCION (EPS) - The ever-present tensions between church and state in Paraguay 
have come to a head in recent months, brought to public attention in a series 
of declarations by the Roman-Catholic hierarchy. Christian base communities 
in the department of Caaguazi have been harassed by local authorities and 
landowners. 


The government has stepped-up its attacks on members of the hierarchy who have 
expressed opposition to its policies; and the hierarchy, in its efforts to 
mediate between the Stroessner government and the opposition, has forbidden 
priests and nuns to participate in political parties. 


Church-state relations have been especially tense in Caaguazut, a region in the 
southwestern part of the country. Recently, eight peasant communities in 
which the church has been involved in social development work were visited by 
22 local authorities, including large landowners. 


During their recent visit to the Christian communities, the authorities 

accused priests and officials of the Comité de Iglestas, an ecumenical agency 
monitoring the human rights situation in Paraguay, of being "opponents of the 
government, communists and subversives trained outside the country", and 

labelled the bishop of the department, Claudio Silvero a "communist sympathizer". 


The authorities ordered the peasants to make a complete break with the church, 
threatening them with personal harm or property damage if they failed to comply. 
One of the visitors went so far as to assure the peasants that they had 
government authorization to summarily execute members of the Comité de Iglestas 
if they continued to operate in the region. 


Shortly after the incident in Caaguazu, the National Accord, an umbrella 
organization bringing together traditional opposition parties, requested that 
the Church lend its prestige to the movement for national reconciliation, the 
return of exiled citizens and a democratic opening. At the close of its 
recent assembly, the hierarchy offered to serve as mediator in a political 
dialogue. 


President Alfredo Stroessner, however, has ignored the proposal, and the 
official press has responded by launching a campaign to discredit the church, 
criticizing it for its role in the defence of human rights. In addition, the 
minister of the interior accused Asuncidén Archbishop Ismael Rolén of violating 
the national constitution by failing to participate in the sessions of the 
Council of State of which he is a de facto member. Since 1971, the archbishop 
has refused to attend the sessions - a position supported by the rest of 
hierarchy - "until the Church's demands to the government are addressed". 


These demands include: the release of political prisoners (some of whom have 
been held for more than 20 years without trial); respect for human rights; 

an end to the persecution of the church, especially of priests and Christian 
community leaders; freedom of expression; freedom of and respect for the 
pastoral action of the church; and the return of exiles and the disappeared. 
After ten years of such petitions, the Stroessner regime continues to ignore the 
demands of the hierarchy and the archbishop continues to boycott the Council of 
State meetings. 


In early January the hierarchy again made itself heard, directing a pastoral 


letter to the members of the church and the Paraguayan people in general. The 
bishops stressed the essential role of the church in the defence of truth, justice 
love, and authentic fraternity. For these reasons, the statement added, bishops 


and priests must not participate in the activities of political parties. 


EPS 


HONDURAN RC LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
NOW MORE OUTSPOKEN Service 84.03.75 


The followtng ts abridged and adapted from Lima-based Lattnamerica Press: 


TEGUCIGALPA (EPS) - The Honduran Roman Catholic leadership is beginning to speak 
out more strongly against human rights abuses and the growing militarization of 
the country. A young, native clergy is becoming more assertive and the latest 
documents issued by the Honduran bishops reflect a marked tendency to take a 
more critical view of the government and to call forcefully for an end to the 
military build-up that is taking place. 


In the late 1960s and the early 1970s, the Honduran Catholic Church was 
regarded as one of the most progressive in Latin America, calling for the 
formation of an extensive network of Christian base communities and backing 
efforts at social and political reform. This trend was weakened after the 
Olancho massacre in June 1975, when a clash between the armed forces and a 
group of peasants resulted in the deaths of twenty people, including two priests. 


The massacre led to fear and confusion among the many church people and created 
a climate in which more conservative elements within the Church gained sway. 
Foreign priests were left in a particularly vulnerable position. Among many 
Honduran Catholics, escapist religiosity replaced social commitment. 


Almost ten years after the massacre, however, there are signs that the Honduran 
church is regaining its commitment to social change. To a large extent, this 
shift has been a response to the militarization and its consequences within 
Honduran society. 


Lately there have been changes within the hierarchy. Although the Honduran 
bishops endorsed the electoral process in 1980, they have since then released 
a number of documents questioning the legitimacy of the Suazo Cérdova government. 


On 6 September 1981, the bishops published a message denouncing government 
corruption, the political parties' lack of concern for the well-being of the 
people, and the growing spiral of violence. The bishops stated, "Although 

in our country [violence] has not reached the levels it has in other countries, 
we cannot be indifferent to...kidnapping, arbitrary arrests, inexplicable 
crimes, and rumours about the existence of repressive paramilitary forces 
operating outside the law." 


Widespread attention was also generated by another episcopal document published 
on 28 October 1982, which discussed sensitive national issues. Besides 
summarizing the calamitous domestic situation, the document referred to the 
"disillusionment" of many groups that had approached the 1980 and 1981 elections 
with great hope. The bishops called for dialogue to resolve the region's 
conflicts and made a clear allusion to the activities of ex-Somocista national 
guards and the CIA signalling that "no activity against a neighbouring country 
should be encouraged or tolerated by our country". 


EPS 
ECUPOINT: ‘Last Temptation of Christ’ movie protested EPS 84.03.76 


HONG KONG (EPS) - The Chinese Coordination Centre of World Evangelism, based 
here, is urging protest letters to Gulf and Western industries and the Israeli 
government in connection with plans for a film version.of the novel "The Last 
Temptation of Christ". The centre calls the film "totally blasphemous and 
sacrilegious...degrading and obscene”. 


EPS 


CARDENAL, SCHLAEFER REFLECT Ecumenical Press 
ON SITUATION IN NICARAGUA Service 84.03.77 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Two Roman Catholic clerics prominent in developments in 
Nicaragua have given separate interviews, reported by Religious News Service, 
based here. 


In an interview with Newsweek religion editor Kenneth Woodward, in the March 
issue of Geo magazine, Ernesto Cardenal says he ane the other priests in the 
Sandinista government are "not defying the pope" by continuing in their posts. 
The Nicaraguan culture minister said they were told two years ago by Vatican 
Secretary of State Agostino Cardinal geet oe that "Nicaragua is a unique 
Situation requiring an exception to the pope’ s rule" against priests holding 
public office. 


Cardenal said that when he greeted the pope during his visit to Nicaragua last 
year the pope told him twice, in Spanish, "You have to regularize yourself", 
which Cardenal understood to mean he should Rasa his government post and resume 
his priestly duties. But the priest said, "I have nothing to regularize." 

He said the government priests and the Nicaraguan bishops have an agreement, 
whereby the priests do "not say mass or otherwise function as priests as long as 
we are in office" 


In an interview with Wisconsin television station WFRV, Bluefields Bishop 
Salvador Schlaefer, said since his return to Nicaragua after accompanying 800 
Miskito Indians on a three-day trek out of the country to Honduras last 
December [EPS 84.02.84], "the government has given me all the guarantees and 
liberties to carry on my labours the same as before". 


Schlaefer said anti-Sandinista leaders of the Indians' march said he could 
either go along with them to Honduras or-return to his home base in Puerto 
Cabezas. When two bridges in that direction were blown up, he decided to go 

to Honduras "to provide...spiritual guidance". He said it was falsely reported 
he led the group, which left because "they thought they were being discriminated 
against in their liberties by the Sandinistas". 


The bishop said government officials he met on his return were "upset" at his 
involvement in the march, but still "friendly". 


In other Nicaraguan church developments, the president of the Roman Catholic 
bishops' conference, Antonio Vega, said in an interview in an Italian Roman 
Catholic monthly "Trenta Giorni" that measures could be taken against the priests 
in the government, in light of changes since the understanding worked out between 
them and the bishops. 


And the Belgian church news agency CIP reports that Vega has called for "national 
dialogue" in order to bring to an end “political and military confrontation among 


Nicaraguans". EPS 


ECUPOINT: Chile church-government dispute EPS 84.03.78 
SANTIAGO (EPS) - Chilean President Augusto Pinochet suggested Roman Catholic 
priests helped organize demonstrations against his visit to Punta Arenas last 
month. He called the demonstration "another illustration of the methods used by 
international Marxism, which does not hesitate to use.a religious belief to 
achive its ends". Santiago Archbishop Juan Francisco Fresno called the charges 

"totally untrue" Rome-based Inter Press Service said the exchange came "amidst 
the lowest ebb in church-state relations in this predominantly Catholic country's 
history". 

EPS 


ECUPOINT: RC bishop in Geneva? EPS 84903579 
GENEVA (EPS) - Asked for its opinion of a Roman Catholic proposal to base a 
diocesan bishop in Geneva - the last such bishop left the city at the time of 
the Reformation - the leadership of the National Protestant Church advised 
against, in forceful terms some considered unecumenical (EPS 83.12.22). On 16 
March, however, the NPG consistory reiterated a sentence included in material on 
the subject it released in October 1982, but which was reportedly inadvertently 
omitted from the statement which caused the controversy: "Reformation churches 
have fought too much for recognition of freedom to proclaim the gospel not to 
affirm clearly that every church which confesses Jesus Christ is free to provide 
for itself ministers linked to him." By Swiss law, changes in Roman Catholic 
diocesan boundaries require government approval. 


ECUPOINT: El Salvador church said "authoritative critic" EPS 84.03.80 

SAN SALVADOR (EPS) - London-based Reuter news agency reports from here that the 
Roman Catholic Church has "emerged as the most authoritative critic of the 
violence tearing this country apart. In homily after homily, church leaders...have 
lashed out at extremists on both sides of the political spectrum, urging them to 
solve their conflicts by dialogue rather than with bullets...But although the 

moral authority of the church is matched by no other institution in this over- 
whelmingly Roman Catholic country of five million, constant admonitions for 
conciliation and negotiation have failed to stop the civil war." 


ECUPOINT: Interfaith management for some church schools asked EPS 84.03.81 
LONDON (EPS) - The (English Anglican) National Society for Promoting Religious 
Education suggests in a new discussion paper that Anglican schools with a high 
proportion of children of other faiths - Muslims and Sikhs, for example - should 
include representatives of those faiths in school management. The proportion of 
students of other faiths runs to 80 or 90 percent in some northern cities. 


ECUPOINT: Jewish-Christian worship guidelines EPS 84.03.82 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The theological studies division of the Lutheran Council in the 
USA adopted (9 March) guidelines for religious celebrations involving Lutherans 
and Jews. It said interfaith worship is not possible because of unresolved 
theological differences, but joint "celebrations" could include psalms and other 
Bible readings and liturgical aspects. Division Director Joseph Burgess said 
"as far as I know, no church body has tried to set down a formulation of how to 
approach this question." 


ECUPOINT: Hungarian Inter-Church Peace Committee established EPS 84.03.83 
BUDAPEST (EPS) - An Inter-Church Peace Committee has been established by represen- 
tatives of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary and 12 Christian 
and other denominations - Baptist, Bulgarian Orthodox, Lutheran, Seventh-day 
Adventist, Jewish, Hungarian Orthodox, Methodist, Reformed, Romanian Orthodox, 
Free, Serbian Orthodox, and Unitarian. The new committee exists under the 
auspices of the country's National Peace Council. Reformed Bishop Tibor Bartha, 
committee president, said "religiously inspired peace movements of our country 
wish to do their utmost in order to help the peace efforts of our society." The 
committee as part of the council "expresses the variety of emphases which the 
various strata of society and the communities of people professing different 
ideologies are able to express." 

ECUPOINT: Hungarian mission for drifters EPS 84.03.84 
BUDAPEST (EPS) - The presidential council of the Ecumenical Council of Churches 
in Hungary has decided to organise an interdenominational effort for "helping 
and studying the problems of drifting young people." 


EPS 


ECUPOINT: Double membership said "premature" EPS 84.03.85 
NEUCHATEL (EPS) - The synodal council of the Reformed Church in the Swiss canton 
(regional unit) of Neuchatel said in a statement released this month that 

while participation by some in the life of both a Roman Catholic and a Reformed 
parish is a “reality," it is "premature to make that a right." 


ECUPOINT: Belgian Protestant message to Jews EPS 84.03.86 
BRUSSELS (EPS) - The Belgian Protesant Information Service released a message 
this month from the synodal council of the United Protestant Church of Belgium to 
the country's Jews. Noting the recent celebration of the 500th anniversary of 
the birth of German church reformer Martin Luther, the message disassociates the 
UPCB from Luther's anti-Jewish writings in the latter part of his life. It 

also pledges action against contemporary "antisemitic racism." 


ECUPOINT: RC priest resigns from Canadian parliament EPS 84.03.87 
OTTAWA (EPS) - Roman Catholic priest Bob Ogle, a New Democratic member of the 
Canadian parliament since 1979, has resigned his party's nomination for re-election. 
He reported this month that a letter from the Vatican said "just and reasonable 
cause had not been proven'' for him to be a candidate. 


ECUPOINT: 24 African drought countries listed EPS 84.03.88 
GENEVA (EPS) - In his presentation at the news conference announcing the 100- 
million-US-dollar, ecumenical effort to respond to the severe drought in Africa 
(EPS 84.03.48) Ethiopian Evangelical /Lutheran/ Church Mekane Yesus President 
Emmanuel Abraham listed the 24 most severely affected countries - Angola, Benin, 
Botswana, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Lesotho, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Upper Volta, Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe. 


ECUPOINT: Study says US refugees become self-sufficient EPS 84.03.89 
NEW YORK (EPS) - A study by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the USA concludes that "there is no evidence of any significant long-term 
welfare dependency among refugees." NCC immigration and refugee director 

Dale de Haan says the the findings, released last month, "can only cast 

doubt on growing perceptions that the resettlement program is failing." 


ECUPOINT: Homer Jack awarded Niwano Peace Prize EPS 84.03.90 
TOKYO (EPS) - The Niwano Peace Foundation, based here, has awarded its prize 

to Homer Jack, one of the founders and first secretary general of the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace. The prize is given to “honor and encourage 
individuals and organizations that have contributed significantly to interreligious 
cooperation in a spirit of religion, and thereby furthered the cause of world 
peace.'"' The presentation ceremony is scheduled for 27 April, here. 


ECUPOINT: Witchdoctor conversion EPS 84.03.91 
NAIROBI (EPS) - A well known, 77-year-old Kenyan witchdoctor, Samuel Kanyoni, 
abandoned his practice and was baptised in a colorful ceremony in Kagumo River 
in central Kenya last month. The baptism, administered by Baptist pastor Moses 
Wahome, attracted about 300 onlookers. Just before he entered the water, his 
witchcraft instruments were publicly burned. 


ECUPOINT: Warning on viewing bodies at funerals EPS 84.03.92 
NAIROBI (EPS) - Kenyan health minister Kabeere M'Mbijiwe last month suggested 
that Christians consider ending the practice of viewing dead bodies at funerals. 
He was speaking at an ecumenical gathering in Meru in eastern Kenya marking the 
40th anniversary of the National Council of Churches of Kenya. He also suggested 
that Christians stop constructing stone graves, which reduce land available for 
growing food. 


EPS 


ECUVLEW/Hans-Ruedi Weber: "Texts which Speak to Christians in China" EPS 84.03.93 


The following is excerpted from a Longer, privately-circulated report on a vtstt 
to China, 18-29 February. 


For many first-generation Christians the most important biblical texts are those 
which call for conversion, which express personal salvation and which give 
guidance for a new life. This is the case also for many Chinese Christians 
today. The four sermons I heard are typical for this. In Beijing the text was 
Jesus' meeting with the Samaritan woman (John 4:1-24), the emphasis being on the 
worship in spirit and truth. In Nanjing the preacher explained Matthew 22:23-39, 
warning against the disbelief in the resurrection of the Sadducees, against the 
hypocrisy of the Pharisees and insisting on power of God revealed in the Bible 

for cleansing our hearts. 


The sermon in a rural church outside Shanghai was an excellent exposition of 

1 Thess. 1:1-10 showing the Thessalonian church as a model of those who truly live 
by faith, love and hope. The sermon in Shanghai with many young people present 
centred on the question: "Adam, where are you?" (Gen. 3:9). This existential 
question was answered in the light of texts like Rom. 6:23 and Hebr. 9:22 (the 
gift of life through the blood of Jesus' Saucriiice). 


The choice of three New Testament passages and one from the Old Testament seems 
to be fairly representative according to the many questions I asked about which 
biblical texts speak at present most strongly to Chinese Christians. The gospel 
stories, Acts and the New Testament letters are mostly chosen as sermon texts. 
Revelation is seldom mentioned ("It is too difficult for us"). In the Old 
Testament favourite texts are in the first place the Psalms, followed by Genesis, 
Jeremiah and Isaiah.... 


None of the sermons I heard directly touched social-political questions, but 


there was also no exclusively other-worldly or escapist message. God's action 
in history is affirmed, and the prophetic role is more seen in discerning where 
and how God acts than in confronting or denouncing social evil. The church in 


China clearly lives in a post-liberation situation. Much of the good news 
proclaimed by Jesus in the synagogue of Nazareth (Luke 4:16££) has been realized. 
This means also that Chinese Christians have probably a deeper understanding of 
the fact that social-political liberation and economic development are not yet 
the whole of the gospel. Life is more than what we live now. Human history is 
surrounded and penetrated by transcendence. 


According to what I heard and what I read in their writings the following 
biblical texts strongly echo in the hearts of Chinese Christians: The experience 
during the Cultural Revolution and the present growth is seen in the light of 
texts which speak about death and resurrection, about the election of the weak 
and the power out of powerlessness (Zech. 4:6; Lukew et aort se Ue 1s OOM 12.245 
Ronis) 268 £59 } 2 “Goris: nt 0)i The catastrophes in life and history are seen 
as a series of birth pangs full of hope, as signs of God's coming Kingdom 

(Mt. 24:8; Rom. 8:22; John 16:21ff). 


Much emphasis is laid on the incarnation, thus on John's prologue and the often- 
quoted affirmations in Hebr. 2:14-18. With equal emphasis the texts about Jesus 
Christ being the "head of the universe”, "the heir of all things" are quoted 

(Eph. 1:10; Col. 1:15f£f; Hebr. 1:2). For the Christians this means to 
acknowledge that the gospel is the power of God for salvation (Rom 1:16) and that 
we must recover the image of God in all people (Gani ig2b6 ES; 4Rom? PBa2BFF).’ The 
sins of the people and the sins against the people are clearly seen, but there is 
also a new awareness that in the innermost self people want to do right and delight 
in God's will (Rom. 7:21f). Christians can therefore not proudly isolate them- 
selves from the world and from the mass of people....It is important to emphasize 
that these texts speak strongly both to former mainline Protestants and persons of 
Conservative Evangelical background..-- 56 


ECUVIEW/John Linnan: "Catholics in China" EPS 84.03.94 


The following ts the coneluston of a paper "Towards a Theology of a Particular 
Church" - presented at last December's annual conference,in Chicago, of 
"Catholics:-in Amertea Concerned wtth China". 


...First of all, no one seems to doubt that the "official" Catholic Church, the 
Patriotic Association, continues to be a true Church of Christ, that is, living 
in and from the inner mystery of the Church as the continuation of the active 

and saving presence of Jesus present in the community of believers through the 
gifttofithesspirits Because it does not acknowledge the role of the Holy See 
in the Church's life, this church is, at the least, defective in its catholicity. 
From a Roman Catholic point of view it stands very much in the same situation as 
the Orthodox churches. 


It 1s important to note here that one of the contributions of the Vatican Council 
was to enable us to see clearly that there is a hierarchy of values in ecclesial 
reality and the essential characteristics which constitute the fullness of 
ecclesial existence. Thus participation in the life of the Church as the 
mystery revealed in Christ takes priority over defects in catholicity no matter 
how important that might be. 


Secondly, the situation in which xenophobic nationalism gives rise to "official" 
national churches which separate themselves from communion with the Holy See is 
nothing new in the history of Christianity. To what degree did the Persian 
empire and diversity of culture affect the development of the Monophysite churches 
and their separation from the ecumene? We are very much aware today that the 
split between the churches of the East and Rome was the product of growing 
cultural isolation and the role of Caesaro-papism. 


We clearly recognize that nationalism was one of the major factors in the English 
Reformation and also played a role in the German Reformation. In more recent 
times, we have seen the same phenomenon in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. Perhaps, 
even at this very moment, the tension between Rome and the American Church may be 
a product of fear of this kind of nationalism. 


How should the Great Church react to this xenophobic nationalism and the kinds of 
"official" churches which often arise from it? 


First, the Great Church should strive to create conditions which make communion 
easy, desirable, and helpful - communion cannot be commanded. The Chair of Peter 
presides in an assembly of charity. The guidelines of this charity are forcefully 
expressed. ine I. Corrs. 13. Further, it 1s the particular responsibility of the 

Chair of Peter to do all it can, within the limits of fidelity to the Gospel, and 
to them alone, to enable communion to exist. The Great Church must then be truly 
great - magnanimous of spirit. 


Secondly, it seems to me that the Great Church should be patient with the cultural 
and historic conditions which may force Catholics to foreswear communion - at 
least formally. It should reaffirm the values of the "official" Catholic Church, 
no matter what its defects, particularly if the values are of more significance 
ecclesially than the defects. 


Thirdly, -it does not seem wise to use a faithful and persecuted Church as a foil 
to dramatize or exacerbate the separation of the official Church from the 


universal communion. One reason for this is that there is still communion in 
faith, sacrament, and in the one Lord, no matter how defective that communion is 
in its visible and ministerial dimension. A second reason, is that such a 


policy may without sufficient cause put at risk the lives of brothers and sisters. 
To create a situation in which heroism becomes a moral obligation is to run the 


ei can inj Wat Feagaby 
sk of grievous injustice EPS 


ECUVIEW: "IFOR & CPC on ‘Overcoming Enmity'" EPS 84.03.95 


The followtng "jotnt communication" from the Alkmaar (Netherlands )—based 
International Fellowshtp of Reconciliation and the Prague-based Christian Peace 
Conference was distributed this month. Representatives of the two groups 
concluded a three-day meeting in Stockholm 1 Mareh.  Parttetpants came from 

the US, USSR, UK, FRG, Czechoslovakia, Srt Lanka, and Sweden and ineluded the 
two general secretaries (Jim Forest [IFOR], and Lubomr Mirejovsky). Thetr 
statement outlines 13 points of "common ground", including several complimentary 
of Sweden. The ecomnunitcatton concludes: 


aes Looking beyond Sweden, which years ago refused to develop nuclear weapons, 
we take this occasion to emphasize an appeal to the nuclear states. Important 
steps can be taken which would greatly ease present tensions and open the way 
towards disarmament. We are grateful that the Soviet Union has already pledged 
itself not to be the first to use nuclear weapons and has expressed its readiness 
to participate in a Freeze agreement and in the creation of nuclear-free zones. 
We appeal to those in the NATO countries not to dismiss these declarations as 
propaganda but to see them as real commitments deserving a positive reply. 


9; One of the major discussion points for us has been the problem of enemy 
images. We regret that whatever does not fit the negative stereotype of the 
enemy is disregarded, leaving an enemy image which animates hatred and fear and 
which helps to reinforce militarism. While everyone has an obligation to 
struggle to overcome this process, we who are called to love our enemies have an 
urgent responsibility to refuse to dehumanize others. 


10% In order to overcome enemy relationships, we must come to know those whom 
we fear. They must no longer be seen as nameless political or military objects 
but as neighbours, in fact as brothers and sisters, whose lives and well-being 
are important to us. We believe religious faith calls us to reconciliation and 
equips us to open new lines of communication and solidarity through prayer, 
visits, study and projects of joint cooperation. An immense work awaits the 
churches in building up understanding, trust and love. 


1s We draw attention to the particular responsibility of editors and journalists 
not to succumb to the process of dehumanization of enemies. Where the mass media 
is used to stir up fear and steps towards war, protest by peace activists is as 
necessary as it is at military bases. 


12. We believe that the real enemies for humanity are indiscriminate violence, 
the exploitation and plundering of the poor, making a profit from arms sales and 
seeking power by causing or maintaining fear and division. Artificially 
stimulated enmity diverts attention from the real enemies. We are at enmity 
with enmity, not with our brothers and sisters. We reject all ideologies of 
division and domination, such as racism and apartheid. We are at enmity with 
all that denies the dynamic of love which is the heart of the gospel. We are 
at enmity with a false "Christianity" which attempts to make the gospels into 

a weapon of anti-communism and militarism and even a justification for nuclear 
war. And we are at enmity with the violence and selfishness within ourselves, 
each of us, wherein we discover in miniature the violence and selfishness that 
is expressed in all structures of domination. 


13. We are aware of how easy it is to search out areas of disagreement. Our 
two movements struggle with different points of view in various areas, and yet 
we refuse to let these push us apart. In our meeting here in Uppsala, we have 


found it helpful to seek out areas about which all human beings could agree.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''Religious Response to Apartheid" EPS 84.03. 96 


The following ts excerpted froma "declaratton " by an tnter-fatth colloqutum 
on apartheid held tn Windsor, England [5-7 March]. It was organtzed by 
rettred Angltcan Indtan Ocean Arehbtshop Trevor Huddleston and attended by 
Chrtsttan, Muslim, Hindu, Jewtsh, Buddhist, and Tradtttonal representattves. 
Thetr declaratton also discusses "instghts from parttcular reltgtons" and offers 
vartous "recommendattons for actton". 


...Apartheid is a way of life. It is also an ideology which is used to justify 
the maintenance of white economic, military and political supremacy in South 
Africa and Namibia. It has been given religious backing by open or tacit 
acceptance in white, mainly Christian circles. With the acceptance of the new 
Constitution, the South African situation has changed. The government is 
attempting to co-opt the so-called Coloured and Indian groups as junior partners 
in this system of oppression. Religious groups such as Buddhists, Hindus and 
Muslims are being confronted more than ever before with the ugly reality of this 
ideology. They, together with Jews and Christians, will be impelled from their 
own spiritual traditions to refuse to collaborate with the apartheid system and 
to speak out in defence of the human dignity of all people in South Africa. 


The newly-accepted Constitution for the Republic of South Africa begins: "In 
humble submission to Almighty God, Who controls the destinies of peoples and 
Nations": “and “it “statés as the frrst of tts fatronal eoale that 1c antends 

"To uphold Christian values and civilized norms, with recognition and protection 
of freedom of faith and worship...". 


At the same time that it makes this appeal, the new Constitution re-establishes 
its political control over; and exclusion of, black ‘Africans’. The appeal to 
God and to Christian values takes the issue of apartheid directly into the 
religious domain. This is reinforced by the fact that the mandate for Namibia 
was handed over by the League of Nations as "a sacred trust": far from African 
life and culture having been protected as a sacred trust, the intervening years 
have seen a process of cultural and economic genocide. 


Religions are extremely diverse in their histories, and in many of their beliefs 
and practices. In the name of religion, people have been and still are engaged 
in wars against one another. Nevertheless, religions are in complete and 
absolute agreement that all forms of organization (political, social, economic, 
educational, ecclesiastical) which deny opportunity to people on the basis of 
race, are wrong. Apartheid is such a system. 


We can say this with unanimity because we all (though in different ways) affirm 
that to be human is to be responsible and accountable for what we do (or fail to 
do) with the opportunity of our lives and to create communities of care and love. 
Whether by Karma or by God, we are all men and women under judgement. As 
religions insist that human beings must accept such responsibility, so we must 
also insist that all people must have the opportunity, freedom and resources to 
exercise that responsibility. Everyone has the inalienable right to be human in 
this way. This fundamental right is denied under apartheid. 


We recognize in penitence that in our own religious histories circumstances and 
institutions have been created - and in all too many cases still continue - which 
have been oppressive and destructive of opportunity, freedom and resources for 
some people. But religions have also evoked, among their own adherents, protest 
against those failures from individuals who know the truth of their religion as 

a matter of experience and conviction, and find in the prevailing practice a 
contradiction of that truth and experience - and of the very demands of the 
religion itself. Out of that moral struggle, people have learnt, through pain 
and suffering, to recognize more clearly what is wrong. They know that apartheid 
is evil - deeply, disastrously evil..- yp 
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Ecuview contributors in this EPS: 
Vladimir Janku (.16) is director of the Czechoslovak government secretariat 
for religious affairs. 
Hans-Ruedi Weber (.17) is executive secretary , portfolio on biblical 
studies, World Council of Churches. 


+t++++ 


The World Association for Christian Communication (122 King's Road, London 
SW3 4TR) has issued a review of 1983 and plans for 1984 in advance of 
the WACC central committee meeting, 16-22 May in Sao Paulo. 


$+ett 


The Catholic Institute for International Relations (EPS 84.04.18) is located 
at 22 Coleman Fields, London N1 7AF. 


++ttt 
The following situation reports are available to journalists on request from 
the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


Lebanon (no. 34, 20 March) 
Africa Drought (22 March) [including Mozambique, Lesotho, Botswana, Zimbabwe] 


Fett 


"Wantok,” the ecumenically supported Pidgin-language newspaper in Papua 
New Guinea, released its 500th issue earlier this year. Begun in 1970, 
its name means "one language.” 


t+++e+ 


A "WCC Shared Subscription Fund” has been proposed by the WCC income 
coordination and development office (OICD) in order to make it possible 

for church institutions and leaders who could not otherwise afford them to 
receive various WCC publications, including "One World” magazine and 

EPS. Support for the fund of 50,000 Swiss francs is being sought this year. 


CHURCH EMERGENCIES OFFICERS Ecumenical Press 
WARN OF 'DISPARITY' DANGERS Service 84.04.01 


REYKJAVIC (EPS) - "Bilateral approaches" in interchurch 

aid could "jeopardize joint ecumenical efforts". Moreover, the "disparity of 
resources flowing to and through church service arms" could "endanger the 
mission of the church". 


Those are among warnings contained in a “brief statement" from a meeting here 
[18-20 March] of emergencies officers related to the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches and Lutheran World Federation, five regional Christian councils or 
conferences (Asia, Pacific, Africa, Caribbean, and Middle East), and church-aid 
agencies in eight countries (Iceland, FRG, Finland, US, UK, Denmark, Holland, 
and India). 


As an example of the "disparity", WCC Emergencies Secretary Nico Keulemans said 
the public too often responds to its own needs or perceptions (perhaps on the 
basis of media reports), sometimes to the point that church organizations receive 
more aid than they can handle in some cases, not nearly enough in others. 
Moreover, he said, although the WCC tries to "make our programmes balanced... 
often gifts are given earmarked or selected for particular departments, which 
makes it difficult to distribute them as appropriate". 


At the meeting, other officers outlined cases in which denominations or their 

jurisdictions or agencies attempt to deal directly with counterparts in other 
countries, thus making international, ecumenical cooperation and coordination 

weaker or more difficult. 


According to the statement from the meeting, the 19 participants also "took 
note of the past decade's fourfold increase in the number of natural disasters". 
Coupled with the "rising number of protracted man-made disasters" (wars, for 
example), the group said,the result has been "exceptional pressures on all 
emergency desks, particularly those whose staff has not increased to meet the 
growing demands of more emergency situations". 


Although the group had a 12-subject agenda, attention reportedly focused on the 
recently-launched international, ecumenical appeal for 100 million US dollars 
in cash and kind during the next five years to respond to the severe drought in 
24 African countries (EPS 84.03.48, 65, 66). 


The group reportedly raised "questions and concerns" about the "implementation 
of an operation of this magnitude" and "strongly encouraged" a "thorough 
assessment of the real needs of Africa". Although funds are to be used for 
"emergencies...it was recommended that they should be employed in structural 
improvements as well, to help stabilize situations". However, it was reported 
that "generally the seminar encouraged and supported" the four agencies which 
have joined in the appeal - WCC, LWF, Catholic Relief Services, and Caritas 
Internationalis. 

Besides Africa, the group also considered the situation in Lebanon, as well as 
such topics as formulating and reporting emergency projects; use of local 
resources and involvement of local churches; public relations, publicity, and 
fund-raising; and staff selection. 


EPS 


TENSION IN 4 EUROPEAN NATIONS Ecumenical Press 
ON EDUCATION-RELIGION ISSUES Service 84.04.02 


GENEVA (EPS) - France, Spain, Malta, and Poland have all been experiencing 
controversy over issues related to the church and education. 


In France, where state-subsidized private schools make up 15 percent of the 
country's schools, the government has proposed to integrate them more fully 
into the state system. More than 90 percent of the private schools are run 
by Roman Catholic religious orders. Last month, the fifth of a series of 
public protests of the proposals attracted an estimated 600,000 people to 
Versailles. Several opposition politicians attended, although Roman Catholic 
Paris Archbishop Jean-Marie Cardinal Lustiger stressed the non-party nature of 
the event. 


Later last month, French Education Minister Alain Savary presented what some 
consider a compromise solution. He would still allow teachers (now paid by 
the state but considered school employees) to become full-fledged state 
employees six years after the current proposals are approved. 1 Se OS 
suggestion in particular which has upset the French Roman Catholic 

bishops. On the other hand, some have criticized the proposals for allowing 
private schools too much power. The proposals were to come before the French 
national assembly this month. 


In neighbouring Spain, the parliament last month approved a law which Roman 
Catholic representatives say could lead to a government takeover of Spain's 
subsidized private schools. About half of them are under Roman Catholic 
auspices. About 40 percent of students age 6-14 (the period when schooling 
1s required) are in private schools. 


On the Mediterranean island of Malta, the government has proposed that all 
education, state or private, be free. The Roman Catholic Church, which 
maintains most of the private schools, says it cannot run its schools without 
student fees. After a lapse of a year, talks on the issue resumed last 
month in Rome between Vatican representatives and Malta's education and 
foreign ministers. 


In Poland, the dispute involves crucifixes in state schools, and other public 
buildings. In a sermon last month, the country's Roman Catholic primate, 
Warsaw Archbishop Jozef Cardinal Glemp, stressed the church's desire for peace 
on the issue and alluded to the government's legal right to remove the 
religious symbols. But, he asked, "are laws right if they wound the feelings 
of a majority?" (Most Poles are counted as Roman Catholics.) 


A statement on behalf of the Roman Catholic bishops affirmed that "Polish 
society wants the cross to be present at places where its youth is being 
educated", and noted that previous state attempts to remove the crucifixes 
caused social unrest. The government has accused "religious fanatics" of 
inspiring public protests on the issue. 


The current controversy began while Glemp was out of the country. Then, 
Communist officials in the town of Garwolin, near Warsaw, removed crosses from 
the wall of an agricultural high school. Protests by students, parents, and 
local priests led to the closing of the school. 


In a report from Warsaw, London-based Reuter news agency credited "western 
sources" with the view that the crucifix controversy comes "at a delicate 
moment in church-government relations with too much at stake for either side 
to allow a full-scale confrontation to develop". 


EPS 


SWEDISH CHURCH ASSEMBLY'S Ecumenical Press 
DECISION ON WOMEN DEBATED Service 84.04.03 


STOCKHOLM (EPS) - The assembly of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) voted 
to insist that bishops not ordain priests opposed to the ordination of women. 
However, the decision, supported by 180 of the 251 delegates, drew opposition 
from more than half the 13 diocesan bishops, including Bertil Werkstrén, 
Uppsala archbishop and SK primate. 


Werkstrom questioned the assembly's right to take such a decision: "There is 
no moratorium on ordaining these persons", he declared. "We must give each 
other the freedom to act." He said the goal is that no male priest would 
oppose female priests, "but not everyone has come that far yet". 


Visby Bishop Tore Furberg said "you can't simplify this problem the way it's 
been done here". Linkdping Bishop Martin Lonnebéd said his diocese has so 
many female priests that as a practical matter, opponents could not be placed 
there. But he faulted the church assembly for "kicking someone who is already 
down". 


Some said refusal by bishops to obey the assembly directive would mean civil 
court cases. Goteborg Bishop Bertil Gartner said he is "willing to go to 
qarl over this". Skara Bishop Helge Brattg&ard said he would ordain male 
priests unwilling to "stand in front of the altar with a female colleague", 
on condition that "in the future they would be willing to start cooperating 
with female priests. I am prepared to resign if I am convicted in court for 
such ordinations." 


Before the assembly [4-16 March], only two bishops were on record as refusing 
ordination to opponents of women's ordination (which was approved for the SK 
in 1958), but four more were added to that group in the wake of the decision, 
even though some questioned the wisdom of it. 


Meeting right after the assembly, the Free Synod, a group which estimates its 
membership at between 1,000 and 1,500, and which, among other things, opposes 
women's ordination, held its constituting session [17-19 March] and elected 
a deaconess, Maud Ohlson, as its chairperson. The group has affiliates in 
seven of the 13 dioceses, although Gartner is the only bishop to have offered 


it public support. EPS 
ARMY SAID TO DISRUPT CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
ACTIVITIES IN NORTH NAMIBIA Service 84.04.04 


The following ts abridged and adapted from Geneva-based Lutheran World Informatton. 


WINDHOEK (EPS) - The South African army has rounded up hundreds of persons, 
disrupting church services and hospital care in northern Namibia. According to 
a message from Bishop Kleopas Dumeni of the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambo-kavango 
Church, the crackdown began 15 March and most of those detained were young 
persons. The following Sunday people were arrested on their way to church, 
including pastors, and nurses were prevented from reporting to work at the 
Onandjokwe Lutheran Hospital. 


"Tt is strange", said Dumeni, "for one to learn how an army under the command of 
a Christian government went around on a Sunday morning when people were 
preparing for worship services". The bishop said that "in some parishes, 
services have been disrupted in a rude manner". He said "some people had 
arranged to take their children to baptism, but on the way were instructed by 
the army officers to climb into the army trucks without explanation or given 
reasons. Some pastors who intended to conduct services were also seized and 
detained that day although it was obvious that they are spiritual leaders and 
were accordingly prevented from conducting services and other duties." 


EPS 


FRG CHURCH DEBATES Ecumenical Press 
ANTI-RACISM GRANTS Service 84.04.05 


DUSSELDORF (EPS) - The Evangelical Church in the Rhineland (EKR), based here, 
is experimenting for a year with a set of procedures designed to overcome 
controversy in this United regional church in the FRG about contributions to 
"help those suffering the most from the present political and social situation 
in Namibia". 

Under arrangements okayed earlier this year by the EKR synod, local parishes 
are permitted to use church-tax money for contributions to the World Council 
of Churches Special Fund to Combat Racism, provided the amount does not exceed 
the amount gathered through special collections, the parish is extensively 
informed before the tax money is so used, and the parish elders are not overly 
divided on the issue. 


The 1984 synod decision modifies one it took in 1982. Then the synod decided 
against using church tax money for the fund, although it did allow special 
collections to be taken for it. At the same time, the synod set aside 
300,000 German marks for Namibian assistance. 


However, in August 1983, the Council of Churches in Namibia said it could not 
accept the EKR money "unless it is channelled through the Special Fund...to be 
used for exiled Namibians" 


The CCN decision created a procedural difficulty, in that Special Fund grants, 
approved by the WCC executive committee, cannot be earmarked. It also prompted 
a consultation last October between EKR and Namibian church representatives. 


Commenting on the gathering, the CCN newsletter said it "presented the 
opportunity of conveying to the partners in Germany and elsewhere...that 
Namibians cannot be divided by anybody; that those in exile are part and 

parcel of the church in Namibia; and that no amount of money can make the church 
in Namibia insensitive to the needs of those displaced from their country". It 
also observed that members of the Namibian delegation who visited EKR parishes 
after the meeting "were astonished by the lack of information on the attitude of 
the Namibian churches to the...Special Fund, the relationship of the Namibian 
churches to Namibians in exile, and to the struggle for independence of Namibia". 


Under the EKR synod decision, the theological commission of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (of which the EKR is part) is to study the arrangements. 
Although the EKR leadership recommended that the 300,000 marks be transferred 
back to the Church Development Service, the synod voted to keep the funds 
separate pending an agreement with the church in Namibia about spending it. 


As a result of the synod decision, it joins the Evangelical Reformed Church in 
Northwest Germany as the second FRG regional church to allow tax money to be 
transferred to the Special Fund. Begun in 1970, a few fund grants, notably 
one in 1978 for humanitarian purposes to a group ee for independence for 
Zimbabwe, have caused major controversy. 


EPS 


Expulsion protested EPS 84.04.06 
THE HAGUE (EPS) - The Dutch government has protesed the expulsion from 
Czechoslovakia of Secretary Mient-Jan Faber of the Dutch Interchurch Peace 
Council (IKV). He was ordered to leave last month after meeting there with 
members of the illegal Czechoslovak "Charter 77" movement. After the meeting, 
the IKV and Charter 77 issued a joint statement that their activities are in 
accord with the Helsinki Accords on Security and Cooperation in Europe, and 
that lasting peace in Europe depends on respect for human rights. 
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ARGENTINE PROTESTANTS Ecumenical Press 
INCREASE ADVOCACY ROLE Service 84.04.07 


The following ts abridged and adapted from Ltma-based Lattnamertca Press. 


Buenos Aires (EPS/Anibal Sicardi) - At a large public gathering in December 
celebrating the 36th anniversary of the UN Human Rights Declaration and the 
return of democracy in Argentina, many of those present were surprised to see 
that three of the ten persons on the celebration's presiding council were 
representatives of the Argentine Methodist Church. 


The prominent Protestant role in the event, organized by the Permanent Assembly 
on Human Rights (APDH), was not accidental; neither was it simply a reflection 
of the new democratic opening in Argentina. Rather, it reflected the 
significant human rights advocacy work done by many Protestants during the seven 
years of military dictatorship. Many pastors and lay people lived out their 
faith during the periods of worst repression by aiding victims of oppression and 
preaching the gospel of justice and peace even when their stance led to personal 
risk and generated heated opposition within the churches. 


Throughout the 1970s, many Protestant churches became increasingly aware of 

their social and political responsibilities. Assistance to Chilean and 
Uruguayan refugees in the early 1970s was the first manifestation of this new 
awareness, and called public attention to the advocacy role of some Protestant 
churches. This activity led to the formation of the Argentine Commission on 
Refugees (CAREF) by various Protestant groups, including the Evangelical Churches, 
the Methodist Church, the Disciples of Christ and the United Lutheran Church. 


However, almost immediately after its inception, CAREF had to face harassment 
from the government and from right-wing terrorist groups. CAREF employees 
constantly received threatening letters and phone calls, and offices and refugee 
centres were searched without warrants and repeatedly burglarized. Direct 
attacks also took place; in one incident, a bomb was set off in a refugee centre 
run by the Methodist Church in Mendoza. 


Several Protestant churches joined the Roman Catholic Bishop of Quilmes, Jorge 

Novak, and the Evangelical Institute for Advanced Theological Studies (ISEDET) 

in founding the Ecumenical Human Rights Movement (MDEH). A number of churches 
also began participating in the APDH. 


The Protestant groups involved in these human rights organizations are most often, 
but not exclusively, associated with historic "mainline" churches. Most of 

the more fundamentalist churches remained passive throughout this period of 
Argentine history and occasionally appeared to be collaborating with military 
leaders. Moreover, these fundamentalist churches were openly critical of the 
churches that were actively defending human rights and calling for a return to 
democracy. 


One of the oldest ecumenical organizations in Argentina, the Argentine Federation 
of Evangelical Churches (FAIE), also had difficulty in speaking out on the 
Argentine situation. Only occasionally, and then in the last two years of 
military rule, did it publicly object to human-rights violations. Because of 
FAIE's cautious stance, ISEDET's member churches founded another ecumenical 
organization, the Advisory Council of Churches (COCO). COCO had greater 
flexibility to act than the FAIE and publicly denounced abuses and encouraged 
opposition movements. 


Protestant activism took root during difficult political times; it was a small 
minority acting in the face of brutal military repression. The Roman Catholic 
hierarchy offered little support, and was extremely cautious in its public 
statements throughout the years of the military government. Because of its 
traditional involvement in social issues and its more flexible ecclesiastical 
structure, the Methodist Church emerged as the most active body in the 


opposition movement. EPS 


BRAZIL CHURCH DEBATES Ecumenical Press 
THEOLOGY, PARTICIPATION Service 84.04.08 


The following ts abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamertca Press. 


Rio de Janeiro (EPS/Vittorio Bacchetta) - In recent months, liberation theology 
and the so-called "popular church" have become the focus of debate within the 
Brazilian Roman Catholic Church. The controversy has been given extensive 
press coverage, and those advocating theological and organizational innovation 
are being attacked for "deviation from church teaching". 


The dispute has come to the attention of the general public partly as a result 
of the recent publication of Iglesta Popular, a highly critical study of the 
concept of a "people's church". Written by Bonaventura Kloppenburg, auxiliary 
bishop of Salvador and member of the Vatican's International Theological 
Commission, the book has been warmly received by opponents of liberation 
theology. 


The conservative offensive has met with resistance from those who seek a new 
role for the church. One of Brazil's leading liberation priest-theologians, 
Leonardo Boff, answers, 'We are not interested in Marxism. We are concerned 
about the liberation of our people. If the Marxist method of analysis helps 
identify the causes of oppression, we thank God, not Marx." 


"Liberation theology is the organized cry of the oppressed", adds Boff. 5 
points to the existence of various forms of oppression: hunger, on the economic 
level; marginalization, on the political level; illiteracy, on the cultural 
level; and.lack of participation, on the religious level. It seeks to reflect 
on faith and on. the gospel in order to promote human development. and to 
encourage liberation. The truth of any theology is not in its acceptance by 
theologians, but its ability to foster faith, hope and love, to promote change 
in society, growth in justice and solidarity. When it does these things, then 
it is true and it is theology." 


Apart from the theological debate, Boff believes there is a campaign against 
liberation theology being coordinated outside the church. He claims the 
campaign is being "carried out by some of the largest media, which represent the 
interests of the dominant classes and have ties with some members of the church". 


The principal target of this campaign is the Plan for Pastoral Action for 1983- 

87 that has been adopted by the National Conference of Brazilian Bishops (CNBB). 
The most recent directives established by the Bishops' Pastoral Commission (CEP) - 
which is responsible for drafting the plan - are consistent with previous 

pastoral plans. In recent years, CEP has continuously worked to be faithful 
to the "preferential option for the poor", recommended by the Third Conference of 
Latin American Bishops, held in Puebla, Mexico in 1979. 


This pastoral option is the result of a long process that began in the 1970s, 
when the demands of the poor became more urgent and challenged the traditional 
pastoral orientation of the church. A "church born of the people" led to a 
growth in pastoral planning, transforming closed meetings among specialists into 
large participative gatherings known as “assemblies of the people of God" that 
defined the new direction to be taken by the church. . 


The key word in this process has been participation. Aloisio Lorscheider, 
archbishop of Fortaleza, says, "To learn to participate - even if it merely 
involves the construction of a drinking well - is an exercise in sharing. It 
is the gospel in action." 


The process was generated by the work of lay people, priests and sisters from 
local parishes throughout Brazil. The CNBB eventually responded to the changes 
by modifying its statutes in order to encourage the active participation of lay 
people in defining the church's pastoral goals. 


EPS 


All-Asian Consultation on Christian Art EPS 84.04.09 
MANILA (EPS) - The Christian Conference of Asia and the Asian and Philippine 

Christian Art Associations jointly sponsored the second All-Asian Consultation 
on Christian Art, south of here (23-30 March). Approximately 60 artists from 
14 countries were expected. Theme of the consultation was "The Magnificat in 


Asia Today," with artists "encouraged to look prophetically at the suffering of 
the Asian people." 


Dutch church missile opposition EPS 84.04.10 
AMSTERDAM (EPS) - Large majorities in the synods of the two large Dutch Reformed 
denominations (NHK, GKN) voted last month to oppose the stationing of US 
missiles in the Netherlands. Subsequently, the Council of Churches in the 
Netherlands, which includes NHK, GKN, Old Catholic, Roman Catholic, Evangelical 
Lutheran, Remonstrant, Mennonite, Evangelical Brethren, and Quaker participation, 
reiterated its 1979 opposition to the missiles, 48 of which are projected for 
installation in the country by 1986. Parliamentary debate on the issue is 
scheduled next month, with a final government decision due in June. 


US "Peace with Justice Week" EPS 84.04.11 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The 3l-denomination National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA has announced "Peace with Justice Week" (4-13 May). Theme of the 
interfaith effort is "peace with justice in the global village," and one goal 

is to "give voice to the concerns of the poor and minorities," as well as peace 
movements. Besides the NCC and the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 15 
other organisations are involved in planning and policymaking for the week of 
study groups, seminars, public forums, film showings, poster contests and 

vigils. 

US Presbyterians study statistics EPS 84.04.12 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The Presbyterian Church (USA) has established a seven-person 
committee to study what kinds of statistics the denomination should collect 

about its 11,685 congregations and 192 presbyteries (regional units). Currently, 
an annual report is issued on congregations according to 32 statistical measurements. 


Joint Scottish theological study EPS 84.04.13 
GLASGOW (EPS) - The University of Glasgow has announced that from this fall, 
some Scottish Roman Catholic seminarians will take some of their theological 
training at the university. Divinity Faculty Dean Robert Davidson said having 
the seminarians share classes in theology with ministerial candidates from the 
Church of Scotland and other Reformed denominations "reveals the extent to 
which age-old suspicions are breaking down, and is a sign of hope for the 
future." 


Theological education and ordination in Zaire EPS 84.04.14 
KINSHASHA (EPS) - The national executive committee of the Church of Christ in 
Zaire decided earlier this year that only those with higher, formal theological 
education are henceforth to be ordained pastors or bishops. 


Building of AACC headquarters to resume EPS 84.04.15 
NAIROBI (EPS) - Work on the headquarters complex, here, of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches is to start again next month, after a three-year standstill 
following a dispute between the conference and the contractors. AACC General 
Secretary Maxime Rafransoa said 13.5 million Kenyan shillings of the 15 million 
needed to finish the work are available, and related overseas churches and 
agencies are being asked to supply the rest. Completion is expected toward the 
end of next year. 


EPS 
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ECUVIEW/Vladimir Janku: "Church & State in the CSSR - a State View'' EPS 84.04.16 


The following ts excerpted from an address last month to staff at the Ecumenical 
Centre tn Geneva. 


...Frequently, we can hear or read that in Czechoslovakia, the Communist Party 
strives to eliminate or destroy the churches and religion. I do not intend to 
lecture you on Marxism-Leninism and it would be useless to gloss over the simple 
existence of contradiction between the latter and religion. However, I should 
like to remind you of one fact: Marxism scientifically explained the historic 
inevitability of religions originating. Also based on this is the conclusion 
that in the process of future development, people will gradually cease to feel 
the need for expressing their relationship to nature, to life, to society, to 
their environment and their moral principles in religious categories. The 
church and religious believers, of course, hold a different opinion and state 
if publicly, Let future development decide. 


The Communists in Czechoslovakia believe that this will be a lengthy historical 
process. It is also assumed that in the coming decades, believers in our 
country will form like it is today an inseparable part of our people and hence 
also the church will have its legal - and legally warranted - place in our 
society. What does that mean? 


It means that neither state nor society represents any so to say "threat" to 
the church, the less to believers. A source of threat for them is those 
forces, those circles - in overwhelming measure situated beyond our country, 
beyond borders - who should like to abuse them as their political tool against 
our society, against socialism, and who would gladly provoke some kind of 
confrontation, as it used to be said, between the state and the churches. 


The intentions of the state are entirely different ones. It wants to have 
good, very good relations with the churches, based on mutual respect. In 
this it is matched by an identical interest not only among the believers, but 
among the overwhelming number of churches who consider that the establishment 
of a socially just, socialist society is in harmony with their religious 
beliefs.... 


Our Constitution and our entire legal system guarantee full equality to 
believers and atheists alike, and also the absolute equality of all churches. 
Neither one nor the other are a matter of course in a number of other countries. 
In our view, it is a gross violation of the principles of democracy if, before 
the law or in practical life, atheists are put at a disadvantage. Yet this is 
so in a number of countries. At the same time, church representatives present. 
here can confirm that only under socialism have many churches - for the first 
time in their histories - attained equality, for instance, in relation to the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


Nobody in Czechoslovakia - neither the statistics office nor the local 
authorities - is entitled to question a citizen as to whether he is a believer 
or not, or what his religion is. This is exclusively the citizen's private 
affair, a matter of his or her conscience.... [After noting that clergy receive 
"their salary from the state", and that the state "finances repairs to churches", 
he continued:] The state does not interfere with the dogmatics of any church. 
It only insists that the activities of the church should not conflict with the 
law. A church dignitary should have so-called double credibility: he must be 
fully devoted to his church, for otherwise he could not carry out his function. 
And if he is to function in the interests of his church, he must have credibility 
also in the eyes of the community in which he lives. How could he help his 
church if he would have no open doors to the government, to the local 


thorities?... 
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ECUVLEW/Hans-Ruedi Weber: "The Bible for Christians in China" EPS 84.04.17 


The following ts excerpted from a longer, privately-ctreulated report on a 
vistt to China, 18-29 February. (Related ttem: 84.03.93.) 


There is no doubt that the major link which at present holds together Protestant 
Christians in China is the common Bible, reread with an invocation of the Holy 
Spirit in the light of the experiences, sufferings and developments of the last 
35 years. Unfortunately there exists as yet no ecumenical translation of the 
Bible...which would include also Roman Catholics and Orthodox into this common 
bond. Catholics continue to use "Tienchu", for designating God, while 
Protestants use "Shen" (preferred by Evangelicals) or "Shangti" (preferred by 
mainline Protestants). Seen the fact that the majority of Protestants come 
from a conservative evangelical background, one notices the mutual respect and 
wisdom of the church leaders that in the now about 1,300,000 Bibles reprinted 
Since 1980 only 300,000 copies use "Shangti"™ while all other reprinted Bibles 
have "Shen". In the Nanjing Theological Seminary the two terms are used 
interchangeably. 


Without this common Bible Protestants in China would probably still be unrelated 
or might already again be split in separate communities. However, believers 
with a mainline Protestant background and the large majority of believers with 

a conservative evangelical background are now held together by the gospel message, 
understood from the point of view of the common experience in the people's 
struggle for a new China. Former Seventh-day Adventists and former Anglicans 
worship together. Only due to this common message of reference was it possible 
that within a few years time the following basic texts and tools for corporate 
church life could have been agreed upon, written and published: a common Hymnal, 
published in May 1983,...common sermon collections (issued bi-annually since 
April 1981), a common catechism, published in August 1983, and, since December 
1983, common worship materials. Only the thirst for knowing and exploring this 
common message could lead to the amazing growth of a China-wide biblical- 
theological training... 


In mid-1950 the Chinese Bible Society in Shanghai had republished the 1919 Unton 
Verston Mandarin Btble. All whom I questioned about this Bible said that it is 
a good translation with the flavour and language quality which invites 
memorization. It can still be read and understood by young people, although it 
is printed with old characters and the old punctuation. 


The Bible, the common link, was thus available a long time before the 
revolution and liberation of China in 1949. But when the Cultural Revolution 
began Bibles were declared to be poisonous literature. They were confiscated 
and often burned. When in summer 1979 K. H. Hsiao from the Lutheran Seminary 
in Hong Kong visited China, he found that Bibles had become a rare and precious 
item. Some hand-copied Bibles had been produced. Others produced Scripture 
portions on palm-sized photographic paper. Above all, however, the Bible was 
during that time the memorized Scripture. I asked the 84-year-old, but still 
vigorous Rev. Koo in the rural Nan-Wei county outside of Shanghai, how he had 
kept up his faith during these dark years. He answered: "I had no Bible, but 
I read it from my memory". In many home gatherings Bible passages were indeed 
systematically memorized. 


When the religious liberty of the Chinese Constitution had been restored the 
most important achievement of the Three-Self Movement was the reprinting of the 
1919 New Testament (published in October 1980). And the first action of the 
China Christian Council, established in the same month, was to reprint together 
with the Three-Self Movement the whole Bible before 1980 ended. Not all the 
confiscated Bibles had been destroyed, and in the course of the last years they 


(more) 
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have been returned to the Christians. Some 1,300,000 Chinese Bibles have now 
been reprinted as well as 10,000 Korean Bibles for the Korean minorities in 
North China. Presently plans are made for publishing the 1919 Union Version 
with simplified script, horizontal lines and with the new punctuation. All 
this is done without outside help, partly against adverse rumours spread from 
outside. When the first full Bibles were to be printed in 1980, anti-Chinese 
conservatives spread from Kong Kong the rumour that Bibles would be printed 
without the books of Daniel and Revelation. Misled by this, some Chinese 
evangelicals refused to make the pre-payment with which the Bibles were to be 
printed, because they wanted to see first whether they would indeed receive the 
whole of the Scriptures. 


What about new translations? The modern Chinese versions made and printed 
outside China find little favour and this for various reasons: (a) The Chinese 
language has developed differently inside and outside of China. (b) Modern 
versions translated according to the dynamic equivalent theory cannot so easily 
be memorized as the 1919 Union Version. (c) Chinese intellectuals prefer the 
beauty of language of the 1919 version over more colloquial translations. 

(d) Especially for more conservative Christians the 1919 version is the Bible, 
"giving not only the meaning but word for word the true message". (e) Some 
dislike drawings of Annie Valloton. Many of these negative judgements come 
probably less from the actual examination of modern translations and more from 
the reading of a very negative review published in China by the famous 
conservative evangelist Rev. Wong Chin. 


Meanwhile in China itself a revision of the four Gospels has been made. When 
during the Cultural Revolution some teachers of the Nanjing Theological Seminary 
were put aside as worthless human beings and left without work, they began to do 
much translation work: They were for instance involved in the translation of 
UNO minutes into Chinese and they made a Chinese-English dictionary which 
appeared in February 1984. They also began the revision of the 1919 Bible, 
guided by the following three criteria: (a) to correct the translation according 
to new Bible manuscripts discovered since 1919; (b) to update the language so 
that it corresponds to present good newspaper Chinese; (c) not to change 
anything unless it is absolutely necessary. From 1979 onwards this work of 
revision was interrupted by all the more pressing tasks, and it is unlikely that 
it can be pursued in the course of the next years. However, with the prospect 
of favourable printing facilities, it has now been decided to publish this year 
a trial edition of the revised four Gospels. 


Not each Chinese Christian has as yet a Bible. The sending or bringing in of 
a Bible to friends in China is welcome, but those who engage in Bible smuggling 
create great difficulties for the Church in China and hinder its Bible work. 


To have a Bible means one thing. To understand, study and meditate it, to 
live according to its message, means another. It is therefore significant 
that in the very first number of the reissued bi-monthly Chinese Christian 
periodical TIAN FENG (= "Heavenly Wind") a long article by K. H. Ting appeared 
which gives indications on "how to study the Bible". Most house-gatherings 
and local churches have indeed regular Bible study groups with often hundreds 
of participants. In the Community church in Shanghai besides a weekly large 
Bible study class there is a weekly special Bible reading class for people with 
little formal education. Biblical passages are there read aloud, key verses 
memorized and biblical hymns taught. Students of the Nanjing Seminary doing 
internship were urged by their home congregations to memorize more biblical 


passages.... EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Church in El Salvador" EPS 84.04.18 


The followtng ts excerpted from a publication "EL Salvador" in the "Comment" 
sertes by the London-based Catholte Institute for International Relattons. 

It was tssued tn connection wtth the 25 March elections in the country and the 
24 March anniversary of the 1980 assassination of Oscar Romero. 


---From the late 1960s the Roman Catholic Church, especially in the archdiocese 
of San Salvador, had begun to translate into practice the concern for social 
justice advocated at the Second Vatican Council and, even more forcefully, at 
the 1968 Latin American bishops' conference at Medellin. The effect was to 
transfer the centre of gravity of the church from the middle classes to the 
poor, as "basic Christian communities" were formed in rural communities and 
urban neighbourhoods, and leaders from the communities themselves were trained 
to function as catechists or "delegates of the Word" to assemble parishioners 
for reflection and worship. It was this practical emphasis on the dignity and 
rights of the poor, just as much as more overtly political criticism, which 
brought the church into conflict with the oligarchy. It was no accident that 
catechists became targets for death squads; they symbolized the increased 
consciousness and organization of previously passive communities. 


This process of social involvement had already begun before Oscar Romero, who 
was regarded as conservative, was appointed archbishop of San Salvador. 
Romero's inauguration coincided with the 1977 elections and the upsurge in 
violence directed against peasants and the church. Less than a week after he 
became archbishop, Romero suffered the loss of his close friend...Jesuit priest 
Rutilio Grande, who was shot by a death squad as he was driving to his country 
parish. 


In the following weeks, Romero shared the anguish of peasant communities and 
parishes which had fallen victim to the violence of the security forces and the 
land-owners' organizations, and experienced the intransigence and duplicity of 
the government personally. Between February and May 1977, two priests were 
killed, 18 were expelled or kept out of the country, and the printing presses 
of his archdiocese and the Jesuit-run Catholic University were bombed. 


At this time Romero made clear that he took seriously what became known as the 
"preferential option for the poor". Throughout his time as archbishop he 
maintained his sensitivity to the voice of the poor and continued to support 
those priests and nuns who worked among them. In spite of the opposition of 
four out of his five fellow bishops, he used the resources of his archdiocese 
to provide accurate information on atrocities and to help victims and their 
families. The legal aid service, Socorro Jurtdico, started by the Jesuits in 
1975, was made an official archdiocesan organization at his request. 


The symbol of Archbishop Romero's commitment was his Sunday homilies, in which 
he related and commented on the events of the week, including killings, with 

a directness totally absent in the official media. The homilies, which were 
broadcast, were followed throughout the country and became recognized inter- 
nationally as authoritative accounts of conditions in El Salvador. Romero did 
not limit himself to denouncing particular abuses. He appealed consistently 
for negotiations with the opposition movement, and in February 1980 wrote to 
President Carter urging him not to send military aid to El Salvador.... 


Archbishop Romero is the best known Christian in El Salvador to fall victim to 
the death squads. Many hundreds of church workers have been murdered including 
ten priests killed between 1977 and 1981, and the four American women 
missionaries who, on 2 December 1980, were raped and killed by a National Guard 
patrol after being waylaid on the road from the airport. Romero has had a 
powerful influence in the church.... 

EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''Forced Removals in South Africa" EPS 84.03.19 


The following ts the conclusion of "Relocations: The Churches' Report on Forced 
Removals", a study of the South African poltey of separating South Africans by 
race, ineluding creation of severable bantustans (nominally tndependent homelands) 
for vartous black tribal groups. The report was co-published earlier thts year 
by the South African Counetl of Churchés and the South African Catholte Bishops 
Conference. 


This report shows clearly that the policy and practice of forced removals and 
relocations is in no way related to the wisdom or needs of tthe people it affects 


immediately. It is the result of the apartheid concept of separation of people 
and leads to a worsening of social and economic conditions. These in turn give 
rise to resentment and in many cases an increase in crime. The apartheid policy 


contradicts the Christian principles of love for one's neighbour and unity in 
Christ. Furthermore it violates tenets of international law. 


Motivated by the love of Christ and its corollary, love of neighbour, the church, 
all Christians and indeed all people of good will are under a moral obligation to 
do whatever they can to stop the policy and practice of forced removals. 


We therefore pledge ourselves to resist forced removals, and to support those who 
do not wish to be compulsorily relocated or who have suffered because of forced 
removal. We call on all Christians and other people of good will to join us in 
so doing. 


In all healthy societies a government is constantly reminded that the test of 
success in governing is whether the social conditions of the people under its 
rule are improving or not. This report makes it clear that in the matter of 
such removals, government in South Africa has been sadly at fault and as a result 
there is widespread misery and suffering among many millions of its people.... 


The land and all the goods of the earth can never be possessed absolutely by any 
human beings. They belong in the first place to their Creator, who gives them 
to the people as a trust to use and enjoy so that the lives of all may be 
sustained and enriched through human work. All the land in South Africa should 
be shared for the greatest benefit of all the people. 


We therefore pledge ourselves to continue trying to persuade the government to 
acknowledge its failure in carrying out a sacred trust from God. We urge it to 
appoint an independent commission to plan firstly for a rapid rate of urbanization 
and the termination of influx control, and secondly for the acquisition of land 
outside the bantustans for the purpose of settling those who have been rendered 
landless and who are without any other means of survival. 


Such a process of settlement will necessitate a reversal of the policy instituted 
in the 19th century and applied with increasing severity by successive South 
African governments. It will entail the repeal of the Natives Land Act of 1936, 
the abandoning of the bantustan policy and the restoration of full citizenship 
rights in a common South Africa. This is the only way to begin a healing process 
through which the will of the Lord for our unity and not our separation can be 
done. 


In addressing this report to ourselves, we must acknowledge and confess our own 
failure to till the land and care adequately for the people in the past. 

We consequently commit ourselves to restoring the land owned by our churches to 
its original fruitfulness, and to make it available for the settlement of people 
who have been dispossessed. We commit ourselves to planning the best way to 
redirect our resources from the wealthy urban centres to meet the needs of the 
poor in impoverished rural communities.... 
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The WCC has published "A Guide to Essential Ecumenical Reading,” compiled by 
WCC librarian Ans van der Bent. Its categories include bibliography, major 
histories and reference works, general reading, WCC assemblies, unity of the 
church, church and society, mission and evangelism, dialogue with people of 
living faiths, international affairs, interchurch aid and refugee and world 
service, development, health and healing and wholeness, racism, education, 
women in church and society, laitiy and youth and renewal, communication, 
biographies, and anti-ecumenical literature. 


+ + + + + 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has released reports on 
Ghana-drought/famine (sitrep 9, 3 April), Africa drought appeal-Zimbabwe 
(30 March), and the Africa drought appeal in general (2 April). They are 
available to journalists on request to CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


+ + + + + 


Guest editor for the next EPS is Monique McClellan, producer of the ecumenical 
audio news and feature service INTERVOX. 


+ + +t + + 


Among articles in the April issue of the WCC magazine "One World” are a 
profile of Li Tim-Oi, the world's first female Anglican priest; a report 

on a visit by Ecumenical Centre staff members to Swiss congregations; "aiding 
those forgotten by Korea's economic miracle”; the drought in northeast Brazil; 
and "the ecumenical relevance of Huldreich Zwingli.”" Single copies cost 

2.90 Swiss francs or 1.50 US dollars. 


+ + + + + 


POPE JOHN PAUL ZL... 


will visit the World Council of Churches' headquar- 
ters in the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva on June 12 
in the late afternoon. 


To enable you to have photos as soon as possible 
the Communication Department will prepare a package 
of 5 photos which will be mailed on the evening of 
the visit. 


Special prices for orders received not later than 
8 June: 5 photos, Sfr. 40.- or US$ 20.- including 
airmail postage. 


After that date photos will be available at normal 
prices: Sfr. 10.- per print plus Sfr. 15.- handling 
charge per order (including airmail postage) 


Yes, I would like to order the photo 

package of Pope John Paul's visit to 

the World’ Couneil of Churches. 9 0, meee ar a a ee ar ee 
ne 

(9 cheque for 

Sfr. 40.- or US$ 20.- enclosed. 


World Council of Churches 
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° ™ P.O. Box No. 66 Telephone (022) 98 94 00 


150 route de Ferne Telex 23423 OIK CH 
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JAMAICA CHURCHES WARN OF Ecumenical Press 
POSSIBLE 'SOCIAL UNREST' Service 84.04.51 


The following ts abridged and adapted from a report by Rome-based Inter Press 
Service. 


KINGSTON (EPS) - The Jamaica Council of Churches has warned of "ereat social 
unrest" unless short-term measures are introduced to ease economic hardships 
facing the poor. 


The JCC statement (12 April) noted "with much concern" that continuing 
devaluation of the Jamaican currency is bringing "added pressures to the lives 
of the already-burdened poor". It urged an increase in the weekly minimum 
wage - now 30 Jamaican dollars - and the introduction of other short-term 
measures to "cushion those who are least able to bear" the economic hardships. 


The JCC said devaluation had raised the cost of living, and forced business 
closures and lay-offs in the public and private sectors. The Jamaican dollar 
was devalued 77 percent last November, and under a new foreign exchange regime 
introduced last month, the currency has been falling in value on almost a 
weekly basis. 


"The council notes with much concern the continuing devaluation of the Jamaican 
currency and its consequences", said the JCC statement. "We fear that if the 
trend continues unabated the nation could be exposed to great social unrest." 


The new foreign exchange system is part of a package of "prior conditions" 
being introduced by the Seaga government to qualify for a standby credit 
agreement with the International Monetary Fund. 


EPS 
CHURCH-STATE LINKS Ecumenical Press 
LOOSENED IN SWEDEN Service 84.04.52 


STOCKHOLM (EPS) - The [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) has a new structure which, 
according to the Church Information Centre, based here, means the SK "now can act 
on its own on the national and local levels with more authority and greater 
freedom than ever before". 


The new arrangements - "a compromise between those who favour a retained link 
with the state and those who want a church free from state influence" - were 
approved at last month's SK general assembly [EPS 84.04.03]. Under the new set- 
up (effective next 1 January), the 251-member general assembly deals with issues 
related to the state and church-government legal agreements. That same assembly 
also becomes a "representative assembly" to deal with other matters, in which it, 
not the state, is the final authority. 


Related to the representative assembly are nine commissions, five based here 
(worship and evangelization, diaconal and community responsibility, education 

and studies, communication and media work, congregation and parish work) and four 
in Uppsala (ecumenical relations, SK congregations abroad, the SK mission agency, 
and the SK aid agency [Lutherhjalpen]). Also related to the two assemblies are 
14 specialized executive committees and a committee for faith and order. 


The CIC reports that the new arrangements accord with the wishes of the SK 
primate, Uppsala Archbishop Bertil Werkstrém, for a "freer church" which retains 
State links. "From statements reported in the media, both clergy and laity are 
Pleased....The compromise could end a long stretch of uncertainty about the 
organization of the church, and it can provide for a new era" in 106 116G.-ClC 


concludes. 
EPS 


MARXIST HUNGARY PREMIERS Ecumenical Press 
FILM ON BELIEVERS THERE Service 84.04.53 


BUDAPEST (EPS) - A 90-minute colour film produced with government support on 
the life of Christians and other believers in Hungary had its premiére in 
Hungarian cinemas on the Monday of Holy Week (16 April). It was shown in 
Geneva the previous week during a visit to the Ecumenical Centre by Imre Miklés, 
president of the state office for religious affairs. 


The film, "A More Excellent Way", describes itself as presenting "a totally new 
phenomenon - churches and religious people who, profiting from the freedom of 
conscience guaranteed by our constitution, have preserved the real values of 
tradition or, perhaps, have even renewed them. 


"And", the opening narrative continues, "they are at the same time loyal 
citizens and builders of a socialist country; they are important pillars of 
the national coalition which forms the basis of the general good feeling and 
development of our country". It observes that "many...from outside...deny 
that ‘such thines can exist. Others, inside, fail. to take notice of it, or 
are unwilling to face reality." 


The film shows a variety of Christian traditions (Roman and Eastern Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox, Reformed, Lutheran, Conservative Evangelical, Adventist, 
Baptist) in Hungary, as well as scenes of Jewish life. Believers are shown 
worshipping, serving and studying. 


Early in the film, Laszlé Cardinal Lékai, Hungary's Roman Catholic primate, 
observes that "in the beginning [of communist rule, in the wake of World War Ze 
there were conflicts, there was animosity. That animosity has gradually 
dispersed, since we too realized that the state has good intentions, that it 
aims at public welfare. It is a further step, then, to see if Catholic 
religion gets the proper chance to develop. But it was clear that, in contrast 
to some false rumours, Marxism and socialism do not annihilate church life 

tota lin. itsaggtar from reality =. 2" 


Then the film's scientific adviser, Jézsef Lukdcs observes that "after the 
liberation, most of the churches were led by forces which expressed the 
interests and necessities of a bygone world, and these they transformed into 
the world of religion. But the Marxist views on this issue were then also 

too simplified, and that's why we failed to realize that religion had always 
been much more than a mere supporter of the existing social order. Religious 
traditions are...utterly complex...." He also refers to the important role of 
religion "in the private sphere, in family life....Would it be sensible to show 
indifference towards this sphere?" 


Observes Eastern Catholic Bishop Imre Timké: "We live in a country which is 
not shaped principally with the aim to promote the development of the churches. 
But they do not hamper us either. And we get the help we ask for and that 
they can give." 


During his Geneva visit, Miklés, who has held his job for three decades, 

stressed the importance of dialogue between Marxists and believers. He noted 
how difficult it is to overcome clichés and stereotypes each may have about the 
other, and to avoid "temptations" to work against rather than with the other in 


areas of mutual concern and interest. 
Miklés was at the centre for three days (10-12 April). It houses four world 
or regional church organizations - World Council of Churches, Lutheran World 


Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and Conference of European 
Churches. The LWF assembly opens 22 July in Budapest. 


EPS 


US, SOVIET CHRISTIANS Ecumenical Press 
PLAN EXCHANGE VISITS Service 84.04.54 


The followtng ts abridged and adapted from a report by the [US] National Counetl 
of Churches. 


NEW YORK (EPS) - In an ambitious "journey of faith", nearly 300 US Christians are to 
spend two weeks in the Soviet Union [4-22 June] worshipping with Christians in 

13 Soviet cities and expressing a common concern for world peace. And US 

churches expect to host a visit by about 20 Soviet Christians [4-21 June]. 

Their itinerary includes programmes with local religious communities across the 
continent. 


The trips are among five exchanges between US and Soviet churches planned for 
1984 and 1985 under the sponsorship of the [US] National Council of the Churches. 
Other exchanges include an official NCC-sponsored church leaders' visit to the 
USSR [12-24 October]. A return visit of Soviet church leaders to the US is to 
take place in 1985, as is a visit here by Russian Orthodox seminary students. 


The travel seminar to the Soviet Union includes orientation and debriefing here. 
"We go to become better acquainted with Soviet Christians. We will talk 
together about the faith we share, and we will experience their worship. But 
most of all we will discuss our common concerns for peace and seek ways to work 
together on that urgent agenda", said V. Bruce Rigdon, a professor at McCormick 
Theological Seminary in Chicago, who is leading the seminar. 


"The churches provide one of the few avenues of contact between Soviet and 
American citizens", commented John B. Lindner, programme coordinator in the NCC 
US-USSR church relations office. "In a complex political situation with 
potentially disastrous consequences, it is extremely important that we Christians 
work to break down the wall of fear, distrust and prejudice that exists between 
our two countries", Lindner said. Last October, with initial funding from the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) and the Reformed Church in America, the NCC expanded 
the US-USSR church relations committee to include representation from the 31 NCC 
member denominations and agreed to develop a more extensive programme. 


EPS 


US RELIGIOUS COALITION Ecumenical Press 
RESEARCHES RELIGIOUS TV Service 84.04.55 


NEW YORK (EPS) - The 31-denomination National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA, non-NCC denominations such as the US Catholic Conference and the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and about three dozen other groups, planned to 
announce (16 April) results of a major research project on religion and 
television. 


The Ad Hoc Committee on Religious Television - which also includes such 
Conservative Evangelical broadcasting organizations as the Christian Broadcasting 
and PTL Networks, Jerry Falwell's Old Time Gospel Hour, and National Religious 
Broadcasters — commissioned the Gallup Organization and the Annenberg School of 
Communications at the University of Pennsylvania to research four general areas - 
the nature of the audiences which watch religious television; the religious, 
social, and political content of such programmes; their appeals and satisfactions; 
and the effects of religious and general television viewing. 


An NCC announcement says the research tries to answer such questions as: "Does 
religious television bypass, reinforce or displace the local church? Does it 
satisfy or counter religious needs and values? Does it undermine or support 
local church participation? What religious uses of television achieve what type 
ofiresylts?: 

EPS 


ENGLISH, WELSH CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
IN THREE DAYS OF UNITY PRAYER Service 84.04.56 


CANTERBURY (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The church in England and Wales took another 
important step towards unity when 48 leaders and representatives of all major 
Christian traditions in that part of the UK met here [6-9 April] for a weekend 
described as "days of prayer and recollection". 


Aim of the meeting was not to reach any decisions about the future course of 
ecumenical endeavour in England and Wales - where questions to be decided 
include the future shape of the British Council of Churches and the part to be 
played by the Roman Catholic church, which has had merely observer status at 
the BCC since 1967 - but simply to enable church leaders and representatives 

to deepen friendship for and understanding of one another. It followed a 
meeting in January when other church leaders joined the Roman Catholic bishops' 
conference for a 24-hour meeting at Chelmsford [EPS 84.01.72]. 


The weekend was marked by three eucharists (Roman Catholic, Anglican, Reformed) 


and three major addresses. Preachers were Basil Cardinal Hume, Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Westminster; John Habgood, Anglican archbishop of York; and 
Noel Davies, general secretary of the Council of Churches for Wales. Addresses 


were by Alastair Haggart, primus of the Scottish Episcopal [Anglican] Church; 
Gordon Wakefield, principal of Queen's College, Birmingham (a joint Methodist- 
Anglican school); and Jan Cardinal Willebrands, head of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity. 


EPS 


ECUMENISM ON US Ecumenical Press 
BAPTIST AGENDA Service 64.047257 


VALLEY FORGE (Pennsylvania, US) (EPS) - Ecumenism is to be on the agenda of the 
general board of the American Baptist Churches at its two meetings this year, 
in June and December. Scheduled then are first and second readings of a 
proposed resolution in support of ABC commitment to the ecumenical movement and 
membership in the World and [US] National Councils of Churches. 


The resolution was to have come before the last board meeting, but was withdrawn 
by the executive committee. © That, reported the ABC monthly "The American 
Baptist", "allowed for a longer time in which churches could be informed of 
American Baptist ecumenical involvements and could debate the issue of membership 
in church councils". 


Nonetheless, at that meeting the board did hold hearings on ecumenical relation- 
ships. During them, questions were raised about criticisms of the US which 
occur in some WCC statements and about ABC influence at the WCC. 


Mark Heim, who chairs the ABC church unity committee, "explained that some 
criticisms are made by US delegates who are free to criticize their government 

in ways citizens of some other countries are not. Other criticisms come from 
the very diverse membership of the council, in which white western delegates are 
a minority", TAB reported. The monthly said ABC General Secretary Robert 
Campbell cited ABC influence in particular during the development of the 1982 
WCC theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry [EPS 49/02]. 


Some board members said ABC membership in the WCC and NCC is "divisive in their 
areas", Reportedly especially criticized were NCC "pronouncements" and the 
"inclusive-language lectionary", published under NCC auspices [EPS 83.11.16]. 
Executive Minister Ralph Beaty of the ABC Great Rivers region said he is "tired 
of having to put out brush fires in my area because the National Council does 


. » "W 
something stupid". EPS 


CHRISTIAN BASE COMMUNITIES Ecumenical Press 
PLAYING ROLE IN EL SALVADOR Service 84.04.58 


The fotlowtng ts abridged and adapted from Lima-based Lattnamertca Press. 


SAN SALVADOR (EPS/Guillermo Melendez) - Since 1977, members of Christian Base 
Communities (CEBs) and the pastoral agents ministering to them have increasingly 
become targets of government repression, both hurting and strengthening the 
Salvadoran Roman Catholic Church. After Archbishop Oscar Romero's death, his 
Successor Arturo Rivera y Damas resurrected the Salvadoran Bishops Conference 
(CEDES). That gave him more authority to address the country's situation and 
also provided him more leverage over the "Coordinadora Nacional de la Iglesia 
Popular" (CONIP), which supports the people's right to insurrection. 


Considered by some sympathetic to the Christian Democratic party, critics charge 
that Rivera was more tolerant of rights abuses committed when Napoleon Duarte 
headed the government from 1980-82. However, others point out that Rivera is 
aman of great integrity and note his growing willingness to be critical of 
government repression, He has pushed CEDES to denounce all foreign involvement 
in the country's internal affairs and, despite some firm opposition, has 

prodded the bishops to lend their support to the idea of dialogue or 
negotiations with the insurgents. 


In the past ten years more and more priests and religious who were ministering 
to the urban and rural poor have taken up the call to assume a "preferential 
option for the poor". "Comunidades de base" have gradually been built up 
throughout the country, and growing persecution against the catechists and 
members of CEBs has led religious leaders to follow their people to refugee 
camps, to stay in their communities of the war-torn countryside, or to choose 
to minister to the guerrillas. All of these pastoral agents have been 
targeted by the government as subversives, evidenced by the many martyrs among 
their ranks. Yet the CEB movement continues to grow in spite of government 
harassment and they remember their martyrs with posters, songs and special 
liturgies. 


Somewhere along the ideological continuum between the hierarchy and the CEBs, 
however, are a significant number of Roman Catholics who, out of either fear of 
communism or fear of being persecuted, prefer to remain on the margin of the 


turmoil engulfing their country. It was this group that turned out in force 
when Pope John Paul visited El Salvador last year. 

EPS 
US LUTHERAN MINISTERS Ecumenical Press 
OUTLINE SOME CONCERNS Service 84.04.59 


PHILADELPHIA (EPS) - The Lutheran Church in America has surveyed two groups 
among its ministers - female "ordained ministers" (pastors), and "certified 
lay professional leaders" - and discovered some of their concerns and problems. 


According to an LCA report, the growing number of the lay professionals "are 
concerned about low pay and sometimes feel uncertain of their role in a church 
where clergy hold most of the leadership positions". In addition, "most do 
not get adequate time and financial aid for the continuing education they 
desire", 


The LCA reports about 300 certified workers such as church administrators, 
musicians, and educators. Some questioned how helpful the term "certified 
lay professional leader" is. Despite "theological and practical ambiguities", 
the survey found most are "well accepted by the clergy in their congregations". 


As for its female pastors, the LCA reported that 18.6 percent of the 296 are 
without a call to church work, compared to 4.4 percent of the 6,754 non-retired 
male pastors. Moreover, by the end of 1983, 53 percent of female seminary 
graduates from that year were ordained; the percentage for men was more than 
80. A call to church work is required by the LCA for ordination. 


The report also notes 73 LCA "clergy couples". 
EPS 


6 MAIN POINTS EMERGE DURING Ecumenical Press 
GDR CHURCH MEETING ON RIGHTS Service 84.04.60 


CHORIN, GDR (EPS) - GDR (East German) church representatives and guests from 
other countries met here for a three-day ecumenical human rights review 
conference [13-15 March]. According to a report from the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches in the GDR, sponsor of the meeting, "in the course of the 
wide-ranging and frank discussion, which deliberately included practical issues", 
six main points emerged: 


- the universality of human rights - the unavoidable obligation to respect 
the individual and social rights of human beings and their right to 
participate; 


- the close connection between human rights and peace; 
- dialogue and cooperation as a means to implement human rights; 
- the need for ecumenical cooperation within nations; 


- the need to understand the biblical message afresh in the light of law 
and justice; 


- pastoral tasks; 


According to the church report, "the conference as a whole provided many 
opportunities to feed concrete local issues into the international ecumenical 
discussion", and"participants declared themselves strongly in favour of 
continuing the joint work begun at the conference". 


Non-GDR participants came from the Evangelical Church in [West] Germany, the 
World Council of Churches, and the Churches’ Human Rights Programme for the 
Implementation of the Helsinki Final Act (a joint effort of the Canadian Council 
of Churches, the Conference of European Churches, and the National Council of 


the Churches of Christ in the USA). EPS 


Murderer rejected as Kirk minister candidate EPS 84.04.61 
ST ANDREWS (EPS) - James Nelson, who served nine years of a life term for — 
killing his mother, has been turned down by a presbytery of the [Reformed 
(Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland in his effort to take another step toward 
ordination (EPS 84.02.56). The presbytery (regional unit) accepted him as 

a ministerial student in October 1981, but declined (11 April) to approve 
him for a one-year parish assistantship. Nelson may appeal the decision to 
the CS general assembly next month. 


Vatican signs "sports manifesto" EPS 84.04.62 


ROME (EPS) - International sports officials, athletes, and Roman Catholic 
church representatives signed (12 April) a "sports manifesto" here. Among 
other things, it says governments and sports organisations have a duty to 
"respect the autonomy and prerogatives of the sports movement, to prevent 
discrimination of any kind, be it ethnic, ideological, economic, or political, 
and to deter any attempts to take advantage of sports events for ulterior 
motives." : 


Christians urged to mark "Holocaust Remembrance Day" EPS 84.04.63 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The Christian-Jewish relations office of the [US] National 
Council of Churches is urging Christians to observe Yom HaShoah ("Holocaust 
Remembrance Day"), 29 April. Office Director David Simpson called the 
Holocaust - a reference to the extermination of six million Jews during 
World War 2 - "part of the history of anti-Semitism which has grown out of 
the tension between the church and synagogue, and as such...part of...church 


history.'' Yom HaShoah material was developed by the 31-denomination NCC 
in cooperation with the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the 


South Baptist C tion. 
ou ern ap 1S onven EPS 


Vatican reorganisation EPS 84.04.64 
ROME (EPS) - News agency reports describe the reorganisation of the Vatican 
bureaucracy (curia) announced this month by Pope John Paul as a move to 
“internationalise" the administration and to distance the pope from day-to-day 
administrative affairs. News agencies used phrases like "major shake-up" 

and "sweeping changes" to characterise the new arrangements. 


Advice on genetic engineering sought EPS 84.04.65 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The /US/ National Council of Churches is asking US Christians 
to study issues of genetic engineering and share their views with the NCC. 

The council projects a policy statement next year on bioethical concerns. 


African refugee meeting EPS 84.04.66 
FREETOWN (EPS) - Representatives of churches affiliated with the Nairobi-based 
All Africa Conference of Churches met here (26-30 March) to discuss their 
continuing involvement in service to refugees. The group approved approximately 
2.5 million US dollars in continent-wide and country projects. Also joining 
the deliberations of the annual meeting of the AACC refugee projects committee 
were representatives of the World Council of Churches (an AACC partner in 
refugee work), UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Organization of African 
Unity, Lutheran World Federation , and other European and North American 

church agencies. The meeting was hosted by the United Christian Council of 
Sierra Leone. More than half the world's refugees are in Africa. 


MECC tourism coordinator EPS 84.04.67 
JERUSALEM (EPS) - The Beirut-based Middle East Council of Churches now has a 
part-time liaison officer here. US Lutheran Pastor John Lundblad's assignment 
is to help coordinate an ecumenical church response to the flow of foreign 
tourists to the area. A primary activity is to encourage more contacts 

between Christian visitors from overseas and the local Christians, who, 
Lundblad says, do "not understand how Christians can come from 10,000 miles 
away and then not be interested in going to church" here. 


Romanian church discourages emigration EPS 84.04.68 
BUCHAREST (EPS) - The regional church assembly of the Evangelical /Lutheran/ 
Church of the Augsburg Confession in Romania has added "intention to emigrate" 
as a reason to terminate a pastor's employment. The denomination has about 

150 pastors and a membership of 139,000. Fifteen years ago, the respective 
figures were 260 and 187,000. Much of the decline is attributed to emigration. 


Norwegian bishops note lack of peace commitment EPS 84.04.69 
OSLO (EPS) - Various bishops of the /Lutheran/ Church of Norway (NK) have 
expressed regret that church members are not generally taking an active role 

in peace issues. In April 1982, the NK bishops issued a major statement on 
"the church and peace." Borg Bishop Gunnar Lislerud observed that "compared 

to the abortion debate, peace has led to a strikingly low level of engagement." 
Stavanger Bishop Sigurd Lunde said parishes are "flooded by other tasks and 
challenges." 


Lutherans back SA interracial theology program EPS 84.04.70 
PIETERMARITZBURG (EPS) - A proposal for interracial theological studies at 
the white University of Natal, here, was backed by an advisory committee of 
the Lutheran World Federation last month. Last year, the South African 
government changed restrictions it wanted to impose on potential black 
Students. That paved the way for committee approval. LWF Church Cooperation 
Director Risto Lehtonen spoke of this "major breakthrough for the development 
of higher level theological study possibilities for black churches." The 

500 ,000-member black Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, and the 
32 ,000-member white United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, 
are now jointly seeking LWF support for two Lutheran teaching posts at the 
university. EPS 


Broadcasts to China begun EPS 84.04.71 
SEYCHELLES (EPS) - FEBA radio, based here, has begun broadcasting a daily 

hour of Bible study and Christian training programs in Chinese (Mandarin) to 
China. 


Swiss bank vote EPS* 84704572 
BERNE (EPS) - Swiss voters decide next month (20 May) on revisions to Swiss 


banking laws supported by the Socialist Party and groups interested in the 
third world. They are vigorously opposed by the banks. In that regard, 
theme of this year's Swiss ecumenical lenten campaign was "Money and Spirit." 
Various other church publications exist on issues related to the referendum. 


"Mr. Deaconess" EPS 64.04.73 
MELBOURNE (EPS) - David Webster, a Uniting Church in Australia ordained 
minister, has been commissioned "to the ministry of deaconess."" The UCA 


newspaper "Church & Nation" observes that the event earlier this year was 

"the start of a new era - the entry of males into a field dominated by women 
throughout Australian church history." It is also expected to "give impetus 
to discusion about the development of diaconate within the Uniting Church...if 
only because it raises the immediate question whether Mr. Webster should be 
known as a deaconess or a deacon." 


Ethiopian Lutheran fund appeal EPS 84.04.74 
ADDIS ABABA (EPS) - President Emmanuel Abraham of the Ethiopian Evangelical 
/Lutheran/ Church Mekane Yesus has appealed to denomination and church agency 
partners of the EECMY to help cover deficits it faces because of the cost of 
running institutions it has inherited from mission agencies which began work 
which led to formation of the EECMY. The latest issue of the EECMY information 
service reports a deficit of 200,000 Ethiopian birr. 


Israeli Christian council concerns EPS 84s 04.75 
JERUSALEM (EPS) - The liaison committee of the United Christian Council in 
Israel has voiced its concern about recent developments which threaten 
"interreligious and interethnic quiet." The latest UCCI newsletter includes 

a five-month chronology of "disturbing events" compiled by UCCI General 
Secretary Joe Haines. The council counts 19 member bodies, among them 

Baptist, Reformed, Lutheran, Anglican, and Conservative Evangelical. 


RC Support in Guinea EPSe644 04 76 
CONAKRY (EPS) - Robert Sarah, Roman Catholic archbishop here in Guinea's 

capital, has expressed "sincere support" for the program and objectives of 

the Military Committee of National Salvation. It took over the country this 
month in the wake of the death of longtime leader Sékou Touré. During the 

1970s, church-state relations here were at a low ebb. Sarah's predecessor, 
Raymond Marie Tchidimbo, was in prison 1971-79. About 70 percent of the five 
million population are counted as Muslims; almost all the rest follow traditional 
religions. Most of the approximately 65,000 Christians are Roman Catholic. 


"Alternative Catholic" leader leaves EPS 84.04.77 
BONN (EPS) - Johannes Heinrichs, the German former Jesuit who became an Old 
Catholic in 1981 and who was associated with the "Alternative Catholic" 
tendency in that tradition (EPS 83.02.49), has reportedly left Old Catholicism 
and is considering becoming a Lutheran. 


Korean screenings prompt protest EPS 84.04.78 
SEOUL (EPS) - Some Roman Catholic priests in South Korea have reportedly 

raised objections to government plans to screen people likely to meet the 

pope during his visit here next month. The Far Eastern Economic Review 

reports they fear that "if lists of such people were handed to the government, 
they might be used in a crackdown on dissident Catholics in the future." The 
government says it needs the lists to protect the pope from possible harm, in 
particular a North Korean assassination attempt. 


EPS 


"Budget crunch' affects Lutheran missionaries EPS 84.04.79 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The Lutheran Church in America reports its "budget crunch" 
means at least five of its foreign missionary positions will be eliminated 

this year. LCA world mission personnel director Norman Nuding reported last 
month that the cost of maintaining a missionary is going up 7.9 percent a 

year and that the divsion program budget of 8.5 million US dollars is to be 
reduced 4 to 5 percent this year. 


Church aid for Tamils fleeing Sri Lanka EPS 84.04.80 


MADRAS (EPS) - The /United/ Church of South India, with support from the FRG 


(West German) church organisation Bread for the World, has begun a program of 
vocational training in handicrafts for Tamils who have fled Sri Lanka. An estimated 
25,000 Tamils are in India illegally in the wake of last year's inter-communal 
violence on the island. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC/RC Joint Consultative Group Statement" EPS’ 84.04.81 


The fourth meeting of the Joint Consultative Group on Social Thought and 
Action (JCG) between the World Council of Churches and the Holy See was held 
at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, on April 9 and 10, 1984. This group, 
founded in 1981 at the suggestion of the Joint Working Group, which has the 
over-all responsibility for relationships between the Roman Catholic Church 
and the World Council of Churches, is composed of those sub-units of the 

WCC dedicated to social issues and their counterparts in the Holy See. 

-The aim of this annual meeting is to promote and deepen common reflection and 
cooperation in the fields of social justice, development, health care, human 
rights, and peace. 


Two items dominated the discussions: a report on the follow-up to the Sixth 
Assembly of the WCC at Vancouver in July/August 1983, and an evaluation of 
the experience of the JCG since its inception in 1981. 


Those present who had participated in the Vancouver Assembly shared with their 
colleagues insights into the experience and meaning of the Assembly for future 
work in the social field. The substance of the Assembly's decisions was used 
as a basis to deepen the grasp on possible future WCC programmes in the fields 
of social justice, human rights, development, health care, peace, diakonia, and 
a variety of related social issues. This will have consequences for future 
cooperation in the social field between the Catholic Church and the WCC. 


Following an evaluation of the experience of the past three years, the 
participants in the JCG unanimously agreed to recommend to the proper 
authorities of the WCC and the Holy See that the JCG be continued, as a concrete 
Sign of their shared commitment to seeking justice and peace in accord with the 
will of Christ. 


In this evaluation, the advantages of having a regular forum for the exchange 
of information, for the discussion of items of mutual interest, and for the 
clarification of situations were noted. The impetus which the JCG can give 
towards greater cooperation among various bodies of the WCC and the Holy See was 
also seen as a positive factor. Such a stimulus was appreciated as providing 

a means to go forward into new areas of possible collaboration and thus to 

give direction and help both to the participating bodies and to persons and 
groups which are in contact with them. In this spirit, the proposed 
continuation of the JCG would include a regular evaluative process and an 
openness to look together at issues of common interest in the social field. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Praying for the Countries of Asia" EPS 84.04.82 


The following prayer suggestions are being dtstributed by the Stngapore-based 
Christtan Conference of Asta tn connectton wtth Asta Sunday (3 June this year). 
The CCA groups 110 denominations and Christtan counetls from 16 countries. 


Australia & New Zealand - Pray for the unity of the Churches, for their work to 
make justice the basis for real reconciliation, peace and unity in their societies. 
Remember the Aborigines and the Maoris as they seek and shoulder responsibilities 
of honourable participation in their nations. Bangladesh - One of the "least 
developed countries", pray for its struggle for democracy, political stability and 
a better life for its poor masses. Pray for the healing of the divisions in the 
Churches. Burma — Pray that the Burmese way to Socialism might lead to the unity 
and development of the nation; and that the Church might persevere in its witness 
and service. China - Pray for all efforts to achieve development without 
disparity; for the greater recognition of the place of religious faith in the 
life of the nation. Pray that China will contribute to peace in Asia, that the 
Chinese churches might achieve even deeper unity and be kept faithful to Jesus 
Christ in their witness and service. Hong Kong - Remember the people of Hong 
Kong who face uncertainty and speculation about what 1997 might mean to them. 

May the churches be a source of hope to the larger community, knowing that under 
all circumstances people can know, love and obey God. India oS Prey Torche 
restoration of peace and mutual trust among the people in Punjab and Assam; for 
the struggles of the dalits; and that the Churches might serve all for the glory 
of Christ, in unity with one another. Indonesia - Pray that Panecastla might 
provide the government and the people a basis for development which fosters unity, 
justice and human rights for all people. Remember the Churches as they move 
towards greater unity. Japan - Pray that Japan might be responsible, especially 
towards her Asian neighbours, in using its industrial strength, that it might be 

a power for peace and resist the push towards greater militarization. Remember 
the discriminated minorities in Japanese society and pray for the work of Churches 
to secure justice for them. Korea - Let us join our prayers to those of Korean 
Christians for peace, unification, human rights and democracy in national life. 
May the great growth of the Church help in upholding these concerns. Let us 
remember the celebrations of the 200th anniversary of the Roman Church and the 
100th anniversary of the Protestant Churches. Laos, Kampuchea, Vietnam - Pray 
that all causes of violence may be removed from these countries so that they may 
mend their shattered societies in peace and with goodwill from all. Malaysia - 
Pray that freedom, equality, justice and dignity might be ensured for all in the 
plans for the nation, and that the Churches might be strong and united in 
furthering these values of the Gospel in national life. Pakistan — Pray for the 
restoration of democracy and civil liberties, and that the Churches might be bold 
in upholding these values. Philippines - Remeber the struggles of the people 

for democracy, justice and human rights. Pray for unity and reconciliation in 
national life. Pray that the Churches might steadfastly stand by the poor and 
oppressed. Sri Lanka - Pray for the healing of ethnic animosities and for a 

just arrangement that will establish peace, trust and justice among all sections. 
May the Churches serve the situation in humility and with courage. Singapore - 
Pray that the mystery and sacredness of the human be acknowledged in the midst of 
all its achievements. May the growth of the Church serve to strengthen the 

finer qualities of life in the nation. Taiwan - May the government be given the 
wisdom and vision to respond to the people's desire for their integrity and for 
democracy in their state. May not the misery of its people be the price of its 
economic successes. Let us pray that the Churches might make these their concern. 
Praise God especially for the witness of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan in 
these matters. Thailand - Pray for greater participation of the people in 
national affairs so that resources are more equitably shared, that areas of poverty 
and human debasement might be no more. May the Churches be channels of the love 
and concern of Jesus to their people. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Korean Christianity's Anniversary Year" EPS 84.04.83 


The following outline of five major events scheduled in connectton vith the 
commemoration this year of the 100th anniversary of Protestantism in Korea is 
taken from the 84-1 issue of "Religions in Korea Today", published by the Korea 
Reltgtons Research Institute. The dectstons mentioned were taken by the 
Counetl for the 100th Anniversary of the Korean Church, formed under the 
ausptees of 20 denominattons and 24 other church organtzattons. Altogether, 
10 biliton (10,000 million) Korean won have been earmarked for centennial 
programmes. Celebrations of 200 years of Roman Catholic presence tn Korea are 
also scheduled, with the pope due to vtstt 3-7 May. The same publication 
estimates Christians at about 25 percent of the South Korean population of 
58.3 mtllton. Buddhists are estimated at 30 percent, Confuctanists at 

15 percent. Comparable figures tn the World Chrtsttan Eneyelopedta are 
Christians 30; Shamantsts 25; Buddhists, Confuctanists, and New-Reltgtontsts, 
about 15 percent each. 


ts An Evangelical Meeting. It was decided that a four-day Centennial 
Evangelical Meeting would be held 16-19 August at Yoido Plaza in Seoul to 
spread the gospel and double the number of Korean Christians. It was decided 
that the Reverend Billy Graham would be invited for the occasion. One billion 
won was set aside for the meeting. 


25 Commemorative Services. It was decided that multi-denominational 
centennial services and commemorative services for Martyrs would be held and 
that representatives of foreign organizations with close relations with Korean 
churches, would be invited to Korea to participate. It was also decided that 
music and arts festivals would be held as well as educational programmes. 

The budget was set at 300 million won. 


3c The Construction of a Memorial Centre. A Memorial Hall for Christian 
Martyrs will be built on a 330,000-square metre site in Yong-in. It will 
include a 3,300-square metre Martyrs Memorial Exhibiton Hall, a 1,650-square 
metre Christian Youth Centre, and a 924-square metre dining hall. Four 
billion won (US$ 5 million) was earmarked for its construction. The purpose 
of the centre is two-fold: to serve as a memorial and to be a facility for 
the training and educating of young people in the achievements of Korean 
Protestantism in its first century and in carrying on its great tradition into 
next century. A Foreigners Memorial Church will be built at the cost of 

500 million won in Yanghwajin, Seoul, and a giant cross will be set up with 
300 million won in Inchon. The Foreigners Memorial Church is to be built on 
a historic site by the Han River as a memorial to foreign missionaries buried 
in Korea and will provide a place for foreigners to worship. 


4. Welfare Services. As part of their activities to celebrate the centennial, 
Christian businessmen will build Bethesda Clinic, which will specialize in free 
eye operations, and a centre for TB patients. It was recommended that the 
churches continue to take care of families of prison inmates. It was also 
decided by the meeting that churches will actively assist, with funds of 1.2 
billion won, the orphanages and facilities for elderly men and women, unmarried 
mothers, Hansen's disease sufferers, the deaf, and the blind which have so far 
been aided by foreign organizations. 


ae Publishing and Publicity Activities. In an effort to establish a direction 
for the next hundred years, valuable theses produced during the past hundred 
years will be collected and grouped by fields and published in a number of 
volumes. Historical materials of the past century will also be collected and 
published. Selected sermons will be published as well. In addition, audio- 
visual materials will be produced, commemorative stamps will be issued, bulletins 
Will be put out, and commemorative badges will be sold.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Carl Nielsen: "Genocide" EPS 84.04.84 


The following is excerpted from a review of two publications by Leo Kuper — 
"Genocide: Its Poltttcal Use in the 20th Century" (Fenguin, 1981) and 
"Internattonal Actton Against Genoctde" (Mtnority Rights Group Report No. 58, 
1983). 


...Kuper sees possibilities of action by the UN in three areas, the first of 
which is standard setting. Although warning that "the ceaseless manufacture 
of normative documents without implementation may be a disservice", he maintains 
that certain studies which provide guidelines do help to the extent that UN 
declarations and other affirmations bestow legitimacy. He urges, though, 
that a reordering of the values and principles of the UN, many of which are 
contradictory to one another, is badly needed because adversary States justify 
their actions under these contradictory principles. "In practice, the over- 
riding importance attached in the UN to territorial sovereignty and to non- 
interference provides a protective barrier for governments engaged in 
consistent, gross violations of human rights." 


A second area needing attention is the improvement of the existing machinery 
for the punishment and prevention of genocide. Although genocide is accepted 
as an international crime, the proposed international penal tribunal is, as 
noted, still non-existent. This remains the essential prerequisite for 
punishment of the crime. Kuper suggests the appointment of a UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights as one possible way to prevent or mitigate 
genocide. Such a person would be able to circumvent the complicated and 
lengthy UN procedures now in effect for dealing with human rights violations 
by making visits to threatened areas, meeting government officials and, if 
unsuccessful, by then alerting the UN and world public opinion to the imminent 
threat of genocide somewhere. Obviously, this person would have to be well 
known and respected for honesty and integrity and would need a great deal of 
support. 


The third area is implementation, and here Kuper mentions "the psychological 
reluctance within the UN to use the term genocide, even when dealing with it". 
The reason is the emotive force of the word which, if used in allegations, 
usually eliminates all possibility of further discourse. Thus, if cooperation 
with an alleged offender is sought, it is better to find some non-genocidal 
category like "gross violations of human rights", "raising humanitarian 
considerations" or "threat to peace". Kuper mentions the sanctions available 
to the Security Council and asserts the proposition that gross violations of 
human rights, even those internal to a society, "may reach such an intensity 
that they constitute a threat to international peace...." 


There are obvious close parallels between the elimination of genocide and 
making progress in solving the world refugee crisis. Both phenomena are 
caused by violent confrontations and the widespread, massive abuse of fundamental 
human rights. Neither will be eased nor done away with until the means are 
found for solving conflicts peacefully and people everywhere have achieved 
greater measures of social, political and economic justice. Both stem from 
the irresponsible behaviour of nation States whose zeal in protecting their 
territorial sovereignty and the principle of non-interference has served to 
shield large-scale governmental suppression of human rights. Both could now 
be at least mitigated by aroused public opinion directed at making the UN 
system function more effectively, and at exerting pressure officially and 
through non-governmental channels on offending States. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/David Bleakley: "Ireland Today" EPS 84.04.85 


The followtng ts taken from a report to the annual general meeting of the 
Irtsh Counetl of Churches, 24 March in Dublin. The ICC tneludes Methodist, 
Angltecan, Reformed (Presbyterian), Lutheran, Moravian, Quaker, and Salvatton 
Army jurtsdticttons. The tsland ts mostly Roman Catholte. 


Churches have a responsibility to care for all of God's creation; for that 
reason we must be closely concerned about the reshaping of the industrial 
community that is taking place all around us. 


We face, for instance, a situation where large numbers of our people fear that 
they may never regain jobs that have been lost. Even more disturbing, many 
of our young people are being denied the opportunity to have any form of 
meaningful work experience. 


By any standard, the plight of such as these constitutes a spiritual challenge 
to which Christians must respond by a demand for social policies which hold 
out hope for those who through no fault of their own have become casualties 

of industrial transformation. 


We in Ireland, both North and South, are well placed to pioneer a model post- 
industrial society. We are a community, closely in touch with one another 

and strong in family and other corporate Christian values. Such values are 
increasingly needed for survival in today's conditions of bewildering change. 


If we have the will to do it, I believe that on this island we could demonstrate 
that it is possible to replace the harsh competitiveness which characterized 

so much of the first Industrial Revolution with a social and economic ethic 
which is corporate in scope and designed to harness the scientific mind in the 
service of the merciful heart. 


It is also a wise concern that has us turn time and time again to the task of 
reconciliation. Indeed in a very real sense reconciliation between our 
contending traditions is what Christian witness in contemporary Ireland must 
be all about. We cannot afford to minimise the awful impact of violence on 
the lives of ordinary people. The reality is that more harm has been done to 
the Irish people, North and South, than any invader would have dared do to us. 


But let us also give credit where it is due: every tale of bigotry and 

Savagery is outshone by countless stories of ordinary people rising above the 
bitterness of our times. Certainly at times, especially in Ulster, the 
community has been tested to breaking point, but society has not been shattered. 
It is this determination on the part of ordinary people, Protestant and Roman 
Catholic together, to cooperate even in the waste of strife that people in high 
places must identify and articulate. 


Christians in particular must challenge those who, from whatever motive, seek 
political change through para-military violence. We must make it clear to 
the world that any "Irish Settlement" (so called) through bloody strife is 
rejected by the mass of Irish people and is seen as a special form of treason 
against the whole island. Of course, we in Ireland are influenced by history, 
but we who live on the island have the capacity and the duty to shape our 
destiny by peaceful means. 


I take these two issues, one economic the other political, because each takes 
us across social and denominational divides as never before in our history. 
And there can be no turning back in this historic process of caring for one 
another. Such cooperation is no sign of weakness; it merely acknowledges 
among Christians the discovery of a process of interdependence which is 
increasingly the hallmark of humanity. 

EPS 


ECUVLEW/John Bach: "Ulster Bigotry" EPS 84.04.86 


The followtng ts excerpted from an article tn the 16 March edition of the 
"Church Times" of London. 


...The mainstream non-Roman churches in Ulster (Anglican, Methodist and 
Presbyterian) never tire of pointing out that they are quite unconnected with 
Ian Paisley's Free Presbyterian Church. Presbyterians will advise you that 
Paisley's one spell of imprisonment was imposed as a result of his unwelcome 
protest at a Presbyterian general assembly some years ago. And yet it is 
becoming quite apparent that Paisley's tail often wags the dog of "respectable 
Protestantism". 


One example is the way in which the general assembly decision to sever links 
with the World Council of Churches was preceded by a Paisleyite newspaper 
publicity campaign advising the Ulster public that the WCC is "red, renegade, 
Romish, and rotten..." - and by much picketing. 


The FPC, like its political opposite number, the Democratic Unionist Party, 
enjoys growing numerical success. Both provide certainties which are much 
welcomed in a province which is stunned by continuing IRA violence and which 
is deeply fearful of losing its status as an integral part of the United 
Kingdom. 


By way of contrast, the other Reformed churches are experiencing a decline 
comparable to that in Britain fifty years ago. Partly this is an unwelcome 
imitation of the worst features of English social life; partly it is a 
reaction to dry sermons delivered in a formal and dull way in the mistaken 
expectation that social convention will keep the church full. 


One way or another, the main churches are in no mood to lose any more members. 
And their chief fear is that they will lose them to Paisley. That is why 
they are sorely tempted to imitate his methods and message. And that is why 
bigotry is far from unknown in the mainstream churches - it is what many 
customers want, and the churches can ill-afford to lose them. 


It really is a case of leadership versus democracy. In the meantime, 
liberally-minded people leave the churches on the basis that they want nothing 
more to do with strident Unionism at prayer. And, the more such people leave, 
the more extreme the laymen's calls for anti-ecumenism become. 


Obviously the worst-hit churches are those whose government allows for a large 
measure of lay control. Comparatively, therefore, the [Anglican] Church of 
Ireland, with its system of episcopacy, is well placed to resist bigotry. 

Many of its clergy make a heroic stand, but many more are secretly frightened 
of the Orange Order and keep their liberalism to their rectories and clerical 
unions. I can think of a group of Roman Catholic and Protestant clergymen 
who meet regularly for Bible-study where the participating Church of Ireland 
clergy have expressed a real fear lest their congregations should find out 
about this ecumenical activity.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Hokishe Sema: "Church in India" EPS 84.04.87 


The following ts excerpted from the Serampore Untverstty (India) convocatton 
address last 4 February. 


-..Another area which is integral to the Christian missionary spirit, and has 

to be the driving force of Christian commitment and concern, is the growth and 
development of the rural church. It is only through this church that the 
message of the gospel can be carried to the remotest part of the country. 

Such a development and growth is two-fold in nature. There is the area 
concerning the social and economic changes in agrarian societies which depends 
upon factors like health, education, industrialization, social stratification, 
ownership of means, etc. There is also the area concerning the spiritual well- 
being and flowering of the rural church. 


In both these areas the urban elitist approach has to be strictly avoided. 

The rural church, from being an object of Charity, has to become an agent of 
change. Not only has the urban bias to be reversed, but the rural church has 
to be allowed to develop and grow within its own environs and conditions. 

This involves the development of a specific Christian ethos which has its roots 
firmly in the rural setting. It is becoming increasingly common today to see 
the churches borrowing the methodology and symbolism from other faiths in the 
absence of a specific Indian Christian symbology. In doing this we forget 
that many of these borrowed expressionistic devices are associated in the psyche 
of the rural poor with oppression, exploitation, and age-old deprivation, from 
which they had sought refuge in the Christian faith. 


Thus, theologians have to evolve and develop such symbols and expressions which 
are typically Indian and specifically Christian if we are not to let Christianity 
submerge in the vast complexity of the majority beliefs, methods, and rituals. 
In doing this we not only free the church from the western imagery and the 
urban bias but bring into force a powerful uniting factor in the church in 
ida: In other words, the rural church, which is in fact the basic Christian 
Community, must be helped to develop its own indigenous liturgies, songs, music, 
and drama, which are derived from its specific racial identity, history and 

folk wisdom. In order to do this, the isolated ivory towers of the academic 
and aesthetic elite have to be permeated with the smell and touch of the soil 

in which the Church is rooted. 


Along with resolving the inner conflicts and weaknesses in the church, it is 
also important to project a Christian attitude towards our non-Christian 


brethren. In a pluralistic society like ours we have to relate to the people 
of other faiths in a manner as to bring about praxis, an interchange, and a 
dialogue. The method of confrontation is an outdated one. Today, aggressive 


evangelical preaching with derogatory references to other faiths, a negative 
sense of Christian identity, and such other divisive forms of witness have to 
be recognized as unchristian, parochial, and communalistic. The Christian 
approach, even to organizations which openly attack the church, has to be 
positive and not provocative. We have to emphasize the universality of 
Christian love, and enter into situations of dialogue with other faiths.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kimpianga Mahaniah: "The Church and Hunger in Africa" EPS 84.04.88 


The following ts abridged from a presentation to a meeting of the Africa Church 
Aid Committee tn Freetown, Sterra Leone, 2-6 Aprtl. 


Hunger and malnutrition are far more complex than they seem. The present 
international food disorder is rooted in mismanagement of food resources. To 
understand these realities requires an analysis and understanding of economic, | 
political and cultural factors, processes and structures and how these influence 
food production, food distribution and food utilization. 


Working to enable the hungry to feed themselves is perhaps the most concrete 

form of action Christians can take to express the love for one's neighbour which 
is central to their faith. The churches thus have a responsibility to formulate 
coherent nutrition policies aimed at ensuring an equitable and adequate share of 
food for all God's children. Such policies should serve to guide the planning 
of church programmes in which the goal of good nutrition is placed within the 
context of health and integrated human development. 


Depending on their resources, the churches may engage in a number of activities 
with improved nutrition as the major focus; assessment of nutritional problems 
interpreting these to the people concerned, nutrition teaching and implementing 
a wide variety of economic and technological measures geared towards improved 
food production, distribution and utilization. 


The need for the church to be involved in the promotion of tool making and the 
creation of, agricultural infrastructure and research as long ago as the 

16th century. While trying to convince Portugal and the Catholic Church to 
transfer technology to the Kongo Kingdom, Alfonso Nzinga Nkuwu, the first 
converted Christian Kongo king, wrote many letters to Lisbon and Rome to send 
them missionaries who were at the same time technicians. In this way, they 
could teach their technological know-how to the Kongo people. Europeans 
deliberately ignored those African requests that Europe should place certain 
skills and techniques at their disposal. 


Again in 1878 when Chief Kanga-Mpaka of Mpababala, a region in the Lower Zaire, 
met H. Craven of the Livingstone Inland Mission Society, the Kongo Chief asked 
the missionary to teach his people how to make clothes, tools and weapons and to 
stop talking about God, because the Kongo people had already a profound 
knowledge of the Creator of the Universe, Nzambi Mpungu Tulendo. 


The Kongo of Lower Zaire believed that the independence of Africa would bring 
the resurrection of the ancestors, who would bring back Africa's technological 
and scientific knowledge which had been destroyed by the Europeans. The 
ancestors would revitalize African science and technology. For them only 
mastery of these domains can prepare them better to confront to nature's 
vagaries. Thus, this is only possible when there is a social, political and 
economic system whose ideology is to promote an integral and liberating 
development necessary for a society where there is food, work and justice.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kenith David: "Mission as Subversion" EPS 84.04.89 


The following ts excerpted from an article, "Development Is Not Our Word", in 
the April tssue of International Review of Mission, published quarterly by 
the Commisston on World Mission and Evangelism of the Geneva-based World 
Counetl of Churches. 


-..As with so many words in the English language that have had unsavoury (and 
technically incorrect) connotations imposed on them, the word "subvert" or 
"subversion" has come to mean largely "a systematic attempt to overthrow or 
undermine a government or political system". In its Latin roots, however, it 
has far more to do with "taking over from underneath/the bottom". "Taking 
over from the bottom" should thus be seen as a methodology to counter the 
"imposition from above" that has characterized the development process and the 
traditional missionary approach. 


This "taking over from the bottom " is not entirely unknown in the Bible: 

(a) The image of the seed (John 12:24) being planted in the ground, dying to 
itself and yet rising to new and fruitful life is a relatively common biblical 
image. (b) The choice of the initial band of disciples is remarkable not 

only for the manner of their selection but also for the section of society from 
which they were chosen: to state that they were members of the lower classes 
of Jewish society is no exaggeration. How this band of not always faithful 
people working in the power of the Spirit changed (took over?) the course of 
history is the very story of the latter part of the New Testament itself. 

(c) St John's simple descriptive sentence in the 19th chapter that “in the 
place where he was crucified there was a garden..."' reveals yet again the image 
of the garden where seeds are planted in the ground to burst out in new life 
and beauty. 


Similarly the dead and (supposedly) useless body of Jesus was placed in the 
tomb, only to rise up and emerge to take over and completely change the course 
of history. The methodology or strategy of "taking over from the bottom" is 
not only underscored in the Bible but is at the very core of Christian mission. 
Imposition has no place in the Christian gospel; rising up from the bottom to 
participate with God in his mission has. 


When, therefore, it is claimed that mission is subversion, i.e., when the poor 
themselves rise up to take over the carrying of the good news, it is truly to 
use a methodology that is legitimate and appropriate, because we begin where 
the gospel begins. 


Any socio-economic or socio-political analysis of individual countries or 
groups of countries always results in countries of the so-called third world 
being at the "bottom of the pile". Whatever the exploitative circumstances or 
conditions that contribute to material failure, it is the human victims of 
poverty and humiliation who constitute the "bottom of the pile". (ok CR 
these very people that we are invited to recognize the incarnate Jesus and his 
kingdom. It is those who are consciously and deliberately made poor whom 
Jesus calls to establish his kingdom by "taking over from the bottom".... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Stuart E. Brown: 'Muslim-Christian Dialogue Worldwide" EPS 84.04.90 


The following ts excerpted from an article in the "Spring 1984" tssue of 
"Current Dtalogue", published by the World Council of Churches sub-untt on 
"Dialogue with people of living faiths and tdeologies". 


In these opening years of Islam's fifteenth century, dialogue between Muslims 
and Christians is almost everywhere gaining acceptance among growing circles 
within each community. At the same time, interfaith discussions have in many 
places passed beyond the essential first steps of polite introductions and 
respectful exchanges of basic premises to the consideration of more practical 
challenges or a common search for a deeper discernment of shared values and 


concerns. Elsewhere, encounter is at a more preliminary stage and in some 
countries Muslim-Christian relations wallow in polemical impasse of mutual 
mistrust and reciprocal fear. There are also, as we all know to our sorrow, 


places where these contacts fester in a crucible of hostility. Let us look 
at a few general situations. 


The Muslims of Japan, Latin America and Iceland, for example, are so few that 

we in Geneva are as yet unaware of any dialogue between them and their Christian 
neighbours. Conversely, the virtual absence of Christians from such lands as 
Arabia, Somalia and Mauritania precludes interfaith endeavours with the local 
Muslims. China and South Africa both have sizeable Muslim and Christian 
populations, but political circumstances have not allowed us to reach any valid 
assessment of their interaction. For practical purposes, then, we can classify 
areas of these three groups as zones of low activity. Indiscriminate atheism 
in Ethiopia.and zealous persecution in Iran have all but extinguished any spark 
of enthusiasm in these states, so they too offer scant prospects for 
constructive dialogue in the immediate future. On the other hand, we note with 
hope and joy that Muslim and Christian leaders in Lebanon are preparing an inter- 
faith summit conference. 


Slightly more hopeful is the scene in some countries of Arab Africa or the 
Philippines, where adherents of the majority religion are making serious efforts 
to offset the suffering and alienation of the minority despite the opposition of 
the civil authorities, who condone or even encourage harassment and persecution. 
Of a somewhat similar nature are the desires expressed by several Pakistani 
Muslims for fair treatment of Christian and other religious groups under Islamic 
law and the voices raised within the church in Greece on behalf of the ancient 
Thracian Muslim society or in Norway in defence of a much newer but equally 
vulnerable Islamic congregation. For all such regions, any intervention from 
Outside must be especially discreet and take full cognizance of the 
sensitivities of all parties involved. 


Where both Christians and Muslims form minorities they have generally cooperated 
on matters of mutual interest. Oftens “as in india’; ‘Sri ‘Lanka or“Singapore y 

this constructive atmosphere extends to the members of other faiths as well. 
Muslims and Christians in Central Asia and Eastern Europe live together in the 
controlled environment of dialectical materialism, and this coexistence has 
stimulated them to work in harness for the preservation and promotion of civil 
liberties, even as they faithfully endorse the peace movements sponsored by their 
own governments. Participants in both these types of interminority dialogue 
benefit greatly from contacts with interfaith agencies abroad, whether these 
contacts come through publications, correspondence or, best of all, visits. 


The most robust instances of Muslim-Christian dialogue occur in those countries 
where sensitive representatives of a confident majority have won the trust and 
collaboration of the leaders of the minority, so that together they have undertaken 
the formidable tasks of dissolving prejudice, overcoming communal anxiety, 
nurturing understanding and building society anew on a foundation of openness, 
honesty and respect.... EPS 
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SHOPTALK 


In connection with EPS 84.04.05, Walter Miiller-R6mheld of the Evangelical 
Press Union in Hessen and Nassau (FRG) writes that in 1970, the Evangelical 
Church in Hessen-Nassau contributed 100,000 FRG marks from church tax 

money to the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism. 


++ +e 4 + 


The full text of the statement on the elections in Nicaragua (EPS 84.05.11) 
is available to journalists on request. 


+++ et 


The May issue of the WCC magazine "One World" includes articles on training 
Christian leaders in China, a study which challenges stereotypes about 
refugees in the US, chemical warfare, the German peace movement, the South 
African program to relocate blacks, the 50th anniversary of the Barmen 
declaration, human rights in the Philippines, and FRG theologian Dorothee 
Sélle. It also includes a Bible study and a resource roundup. A sample 
copy is available on request. 


++e tt 


Guest editor for this EPS is Monique McClellan, producer of INTERVOX, 
the international, ecumenical, audio news and feature service. 


++ tet 


The 20th in the WCC Risk Book series has just been released. "Beyond Tech- 
nology: Contexts for Christian Communication" is by John Bluck, until last 
month director of the WCC communication department, now professor of pastoral 
theology and communication at Knox College, Dunedin, New Zealand. The book 
costs 7.90 Swiss francs, 3.95 US dollars, or, 2.25-UK pounds- 


++ ++ + 


In this EPS: 


Tracy Early (.01) is EPS correspondent for the US. 

Robert Nowell (.06, .11) is EPS correspondent for the UK. 

Charles Maingi (.08) is EPS correspondent in Kenya. 

Gottfried Locher (.26) was professor of theology in Bern and is now retired. 
Kenith David (.27) is a WCC urban rural mission secretary. 


++ ett 


US GREEK ORTHODOX PRIMATE Ecumenical Press 
CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY Service 84.05.01 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - With honours from US President Ronald Reagan, 
former President Jimmy Carter and a host of other leaders of church and state, 
Archbishop Iakovos is celebrating his 25th anniversary as primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America. 


The most important figure in American Orthodoxy during this period, he has not 
only headed the largest Orthodox body in the United States, but also chaired 
the Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA). 


By his participation in public life and making himself accessible to the news 
media, he has done more than any other individual to gain recognition for 
Orthodoxy as part of the American religious community. It remains exotic and 
shadowy to many Americans, but others increasingly list it along with 
Protestantism, Catholicism and Judaism as a fourth major faith. 


Iakovos is not only celebrating a quarter century as archbishop, but also the 
30th anniversary of his consecration as bishop and 50th as deacon. A native 
of the Turkish island of Imroz, near the southern entry to the Dardanelles, 
where he was baptized Demetrios Coucouzis, he attended the seminary of the 
Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate on the island of Halki, and took the 
name Iakovos (James) when he became a deacon in 1934. 


In 1939, he came to the US to work with Archbishop (later Ecumenical Patriarch) 
Athenagoras, and in 1950 became a US citizen. He served as personal 
representative of Athenagoras to the World Council of Churches (1954-58) and 
later as a WCC president (1959-68). 


As part of this year's celebration, Lakovos received an honorary degree and 
other tributes in Philadelphia 4 February. On 7 February, he was honoured in 
Washington and offered prayers before both houses of Congress [the US 
legislature]. Further recognition will come at the biennial Clergy-Laity 
Congress of the archdiocese [New York, 1-5 July] and at later events in other 
places. 


The main celebration, however, was held in New York 1 April, with an 

ecumenical doxology at the archdiocesan cathedral of the Holy Trinity, followed 
by a dinner at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. Carter, who gave Iakovos the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1980, came from Plains, Georgia, to deliver 
the doxology "homily", and Reagan telephoned during dinner. 


In an address that some listeners found rather strange for a celebratory 
Occasion, Carter, perhaps reflecting personal feelings about his failure to 

win re-election, talked about "frustrations and disappointments", which he said 
Iakovos had discussed with him. 


Carter did not say what they were, but Iakovos has encountered several. The 
movement towards a unified Orthodox Church in this country has not proceeded 
as rapidly as he would like. Traditionalists wanting to hold onto the 
language and ways of the old country have slowed his moves to orient the Greek 
church to its future with American-born members. Some ecumenists have pushed 
the World and [US] National Councils of Churches in directions he dislikes. 


Iakovos' desire to win more freedom for the Patriarchate in Istanbul has also 
met frustration, and his manner of vigorously championing its cause has made 
him persona non grata with the Turkish government. So he has been unable to 
visit his own patriarchate even for such occasions as the funeral of Athenagoras. 


Whatever the disappointments, Iakovos can reflect that he has nonetheless played 
a key role in making his church a factor in American life. On 1 April, as 
often before, it was recalled that he joined the 1965 Selma, Alabama, march for 
Civil rights. This event has come to symbolize a crucial moral battle in 
American history, and Lakovos saw to it that Orthodoxy was there. 

EPS 


APPEAL CHAIRMAN CALLS FOR Ecumenical Press 
CHARITY WITH JUSTICE Service 84.05.02 


GENEVA (EPS) - The first meeting of the coordinating committee of the 

Churches Drought Action in Africa (CDAA), met at the Ecumenical Centre 

1ieoriie CDAA was the name given to the 100 million US dollars appeal 
joining together international church organizations to aid victims of 

situations arising from problems of drought and famine in Africa [EPS 84.03.48]. 


CDAA chairperson Ludwig Geissel cited recent WHO statistics, saying "Of the 
122 million babies born in Africa this year, 12 million are not expected to 
survive their first year of life, nearly half dying of starvation". In 
opening remarks he said, "The human suffering behind these figures calls for 
common action, especially since the causes are not only natural catastrophes, 
but human actions". Appealing for "new reflections on how to avoid such 
catastrophes", he asserted that "Christian love and responsible diakonia is 
directed towards the needy, but requires us also to help society eliminate 
the causes of emergency situations and social injustice: to combine charity 
and justice". 


Fifteen participants were present, heads of national church aid organizations, 
joined by their counterparts in the international organizations who initiated 
the CDAA. Organizations represented were: The Lutheran World Federation, 
Caritas Internationalis, Catholic Relief Services, The World Council of 
Churches, Christian Aid, Brot fuer Die Welt, Caritas Belgium, Catholic 
Secretariat Ethiopia, Church World Service, CIDSE, Lutherhaelpen, Danchurchaid, 
Dutch Interchurch Aid, Deutscher Caritas Verband, Lutheran World Relief, and 
Misereor. Participants reported on national responses to the global appeal 
and addressed issues related to cooperation in relationships with both western 
and African governments, governmental aid sources, publicity, study, and 
information-gathering. 


Participants emphasized the importance both of the ongoing and extensive 
efforts of churches and their agencies in Africa and the demand for new 
programmes in the context of CDAA. According to a statement issued from the 
meeting, their goal is to raise at least 100 million dollars "over and above 
what would ordinarily be expected, with implementation through existing 
modalities extending over the next three-to-four years". The coordinating 
committee of CDAA is expected to meet on a continuing basis throughout the 
duration of the appeal. 

EPS 


Worldwide Bible distribution up EPS 84.05.03 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The United Bible Societies registered a 13-million copy 
increase in scripture distribution last year, and the number of countries 
served rose from 150 to 180. Figures released by the American Bible Society 
indicate a distribution of 497,715,345 scriptures worldwide - more than 

126 million in the United States alone. While distribution was slightly 
down in Africa, it rose 161 percent in the South Pacific. The increase 

is attributed to intensive evangelistic campaigns in the area. 


EPS 


FAITH & ORDER PLANS Ecumenical Press 
ITS WORK FOR THE 80s Service 84.05.04 


CRETE (EPS) - The 29-member standing commission of the Faith and Order Commission 
elected four vice-moderators and outlined plans for the commission's three major 
studies in the 1980s during its meeting here (6-13 April). The international 
ecumenical theological body is part of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, though membership on the commission is held by Roman Catholics and 
others whose denominations are not members of the WCC itself. 


In the wake of the commission's 1982 theological convergence text on baptism, 
eucharist, and ministry (BEM, see EPS 49/02), the meeting here decided to hold 

a consultation on the ministries of women in the church to examine what some see 
as uncertainties or problems in the text. Official church responses to BEM 
have been urged by the end of next year. 


BEM says differences on the issue of women's ordination "raise obstacles to the 
mutual recognition of ministries, but those obstacles must not be regarded as 
substantive hindrance for further efforts towards mutual recognition.... 
Ecumenical consideration...should encourage, not restrain, the facing of this 
question." 


As for the other two studies, the one on confessing the apostolic faith today - 
that is, an explication of the fourth century Nicene Creed in light of the 20th 
century situation - is to be a major item on the agenda of the plenary meeting 
of the commission next year. And, the commission decided, the study on the 
unity of the church and the renewal of human community is to emphasize the 
churchly dimensions of that large topic, especially in terms of the church 
response to renewal issues and their impact on the church, as well as the effect 
of church unity on such issues. To be dealt with especially are questions 
related to the "community of women and men", ideologies, cultures, and peace and 
qUustice, 


The meeting here also reviewed the commission's ongoing work with church union 
efforts, the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, and the Ecumenical Prayer 
Cycle. 


The commission met at the Orthodox Academy here, and the agenda included 
worshipping with the Christians on this Greek island and visiting some of their 
community-involvement projects, such as workshops and schools. 


Elected vice-moderators were Metropolitan Bartholomew (Eastern Orthodox, Turkey), 
Horace Russell (Baptist, Jamaica), Mary Tanner (Anglican, UK), and Jean Tillard 
(Roman Catholic, Canada). John Deschner (Methodist, US) is commission 
moderator. Its director is Gunther Gassmann (Lutheran, FRG). Both Deschner 
and Gassmann were attending their first commission meeting in those capacities. 


EPS 


CLAI reacts against mining of Nicaraguan ports EPS 84.05.05 
BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - In a message signed by its president, Bishop Federico 
Pagura, its vice-president, Dr Gabriel Vaccaro, and its general secretary, 

Rev. Gerson Meyer, the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) calls "the 
mining of the Nicaraguan ports and the permanent aggression against this nation 
by the US government", a "cynical violation of human rights" and "a threat to 

the future of Latin America". In the name of the more than 100 member churches, 
they ''condemn this colonialist action and ask for a firm reaction of solidarity 
from all genuinely Christian forces". 


EPS 


GOD THE FATHER Ecumenical Press 
GOD THE MOTHER Service 84.05.06 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - A Church of Scotland study group has been unable 
to agree on whether God can legitimately be addressed as "mother". But the 
‘group, set up jointly by the church's panel on doctrine and the woman's guild 
recognized motherly elements in the fatherhood of God and strongly attacked 
the "quite erroneous" assumption that the God whom Jesus addressed as father 
is male, 


Criticizing the "caricature of God the father as essentially a ruler, a 
disciplinary and authoritarian being", the group noted: "The most direct and 
urgent means of correcting distortions of thought and practice based upon an 
image of God as a quasi-male, absolute sovereign,is recovery of and return to 
the father of Jesus." 


Citing German theologian Jiirgen Moltmann's phrase, it asked: "Would it be 
inaccurate or misleading, then, to describe the father of Jesus actually 
disclosed in the New Testament, as opposed to the caricatures we have criticized, 
as being a most 'motherly father'?" 


The group's report, "The Motherhood of God", which will be presented to and 
debated by the Church of Scotland's general assembly when it meets in Edinburgh 
[19-25 May], concluded: "The God whom we have called and must still call 
‘father' is not a male deity, nor a god whose character is that of a 'masculine' 
authoritarian ruler writ large." The report added that Jesus himself, like many 
Old Testament writers, discovered on occasion that the love of God could best be 
conveyed with metaphors drawn from female and maternal experience. 


But in addressing God, some of the group felt they had to be restricted to what 
had been directly authorized by "our Lord and his word". A small number felt 
that, "although they acknowledge gratefully the motherly qualities of this 
father, they believe that to call God 'mother' would be illegitimate, and cause 
hurt". 


But the remainder of the group felt this would be possible because "they 
believe that they have heard it said in the word of God that the father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the maker of us all, resembles, though he far transcends, 
everything that is best in the female way of being human and the human way of 
being motherly". 


The report was at pains to rebut the suggestion that in considering the 
motherhood of God it was flirting with Roman Catholic mariolatry, but it 
suggested that once one set aside "the unbiblical role of the queen of heaven", 
the actual historical figure of Mary "has a real contribution to the greater 
recognition and freedom of women in our own church". 


The report stated: ''There are those who believe that the reluctance of a 
reformed church to give recognition to Mary betrays a fear of femininity as 
much as a fear of Rome, and that we will not embody a genuinely free and 

equal ‘community of women and men' until we have come to terms with our anti- 
Roman inhibitions and found an evangelical freedom to remember with particular 
honour and respect one character in the gospel story, as good and as fallen 
and as ordinary as any, yet chosen to be the mother of our Lord and therefore 
"blessed among women'." 


EPS 


HONG KONG CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
TO REMAIN INDEPENDENT Service 84.05.07 


HONG KONG (EPS) - Returning from a visit to the Australian and New Zealand 
national church councils, an eleven-member Chinese Christian delegation 
visited the Hong Kong Christian Council on their way home to China. In the 
course of a press conference, Bishop K. H. Ting, president of the China 
Christian Council, explained how the church in China had slowly grown despite 
difficult times. He called theirs a developing church, "a church which will 
progress in the course of solving problems". 


Commenting on the church in Hong Kong, and bearing in mind the reality of the 
British lease of Hong Kong from China, to expire in 1997, he said: "The work 
of church-building and evangelism in Hong Kong is the right and responsibility 
of the church in Hong Kong. After 1997, we in the north will continue to 
stick to this principle. Church life and work here, and relations the churches 
in Hong Kong wish to maintain, are to be decided upon by the Hong Kong churches 
themselves - as they have been in the past. We stand for the continuation of 
the principle of mutual respect between you and us, each side to try its best 
to fulfil its task in accordance with its own usual ways, for the growth of our 
Christian enterprise." 

EPS 


KENYA COUNCIL CALLS Ecumenical Press 
FOR PROPHETIC ROLE Service 84.05.08 


NAIROBI (EPS/Charles Maingi) - Following eight regional seminars by member 
churches making up the National Council of Churches of Kenya, a national 
consultation brought together the whole council to celebrate its fortieth 
anniversary. 


The churches resolved to promote inter-denominational cooperation, particularly 
in areas of development. They also decided to evaluate and review the present 
situation of the NCCK as it contributes towards selfhood and self-reliance of 
churches in the country. 


The consultation resolved to ask the churches to play a prophetic role in 
society, speaking out against social injustice whenever possible. To do this 
it would be essential to revive the former NCCK paper, "Target", as soon as 
possible. The paper had been widely respected for its outspoken and critical 
editorial policy, until it was closed down several years ago due to lack of 
funds. 


EPS 


Cardinal opens Methodist church EPS 84.05.09 


LONDON (EPS) - The Archbishop of Westminster Cardinal Basil Hume is to open 
a Methodist church in London in early May. It is thought to be the first 
time that a cardinal will have done so. Forming part of a pastoral complex 
in Chelsea, the church also includes a non-denominational, spiritually-based 
counselling service. 

EPS 


XENOPHOBIA THREATENS Ecumenical Press 
FUTURE OF REFUGEES Service 84.05:10 


GENEVA (EPS) - Xenophobia - fear of foreigners - is endangering humanitarian 
aid to refugees and exiles, says the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 

Poul Hartling. Speaking at a round-table on refugees in Geneva [11 April] 
he called xenophobia "a chronic illness which, if left unchecked, may have 
far-reaching consequences for the family of nations". The international 
mechanism which permits asylum-seekers to have refugee status could be 
seriously undermined. Among the round-table participants were government 
leaders and international personalities. They expressed deep concern over 
the growing xenophobia, which often turns into racism, in a world where 
millions had and have to seek refuge in foreign lands in order to escape war, 
oppression and persecution. Former Austrian chancellor Bruno Kreisky said he was 
convinced that "a great part of our economic recovery and our development in 
Austria were so remarkable because of refugees... who came to Austria and 
were compelled to build a new existence". Well-known human rights activist, 
author and journalist Michiko Inukai said that in Japan "the refugees are 
benefactors who made it possible to open our eyes and to think a little bit 
more internationally". 


In a final statement, the group, chaired by United States jurist Leonard Marks, 
called for urgent action "to ensure that the special position of the refugees 
is not lost sight of, and refugees are treated according to recognized 
humanitarian standards". 


EPS 


WOMEN PRIESTS Ecumenical Press 
OR CHURCH UNITY Service 84.05.11 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - According to a Gallup Poll conducted for the 
Sunday Telegraph, 70 percent of Protestants in Britain approve, and only 

16 percent disapprove, of allowing women to enter the priesthood. Only 

37 percent of Roman Catholics are in favour of women's ordination with 

49 percent against. However, this figure reflects a considerable shift in 
Roman Catholic opinion since the last opinion poll in 1978, when only 

25 percent of Roman Catholics favoured women priests. 


Because the effect on ecumenical relations with Rome and the Orthodox church 
has been used in the Church of England as an argument against ordaining women, 
those in the sample who approved of women priests were asked whether they 
considered ordaining women more important than church unity. Thirty-one 
percent thought women priests were more important while 38 percent chose church 
unity. In 1975, the Church of England's general synod voted in favour of the 
view "that there are no fundamental objections to the ordination of women to 
the priesthood", but it has repeatedly shied away from doing anything towards 
putting this principle into practice. At the moment, it is considering 
allowing Anglican women priests who have been ordained abroad to minister as 
priests when making short visits to England. Even this proposal has met 
strong opposition from the Catholic wing of the church. 


EPS 


Message from Nicaraguan 'grassroots' Dirks EPS 84.05.12 
MANAGUA (EPS) - More than 500 "grassroots Christian laypeople" in Nicaragua have 
Signed a letter generally supporting the Sandinista government, in particular 
elections it has scheduled for November. It concludes with a denunciation of 
those who "seek to find shelter in religion in order to defend interests contrary 
to justice and the project of the poor." The signers say they "recognize that 
there are errors and faults and we will struggle to overcome them. But even 
though errors and faults exist, there is something new, basically positive and 
fully in accord with the gospel - a project of the poor, a project of justice and 
fraternity, a search for a new man and a new society." 


Nicaraguan bishops for peace EPS 84.05.13 
LONDON (EPS) - Nicaragua's nine Roman Catholic bishops issued an Easter pastoral 
letter suggesting a dialogue for peace involving all Nicaraguans, including those 
who "have taken up arms against the government". Without such dialogue, "there 
would be no possibility of an agreement, and our people, particularly the poorest, 
will continue suffering and dying". London-based Reuters news service reports a 
harsh reaction against this pastoral letter by the Sandinista government, which 
could bring a new round of confrontation between the church hierarchy and the state. 


Canadian interfaith network chooses board EPS 84.05.14 
TORONTO (EPS) - The Canadian Interfaith Network, a coalition of 24 religious 
groups applying to the Canadian government for a license to broadcast, has chosen 
a 12-person interim board of directors, with Buddhist, Muslim, and Jewish 
representatives, plus nine from various Christian organisations - Salvation Army , 
Anglican, United, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Christian Reformed, Roman Catholic 
(English), Roman Catholic (French), and Crossroads Christian Communications, a 
major Conservative Evangelical broadcasting organisation in Canada. 


British academics critique church statements EPS 84.05.15 
LONDON (EPS) - A group of free-market academics connected with the Institute of 
Economic Affairs has critiqued 20 documents from British church sources as 
“sloppy, ill thought out, ignorant, one-sided, addicted to secular fashion, 
uncritical of conventional wisdom, hysterical...and uncharitable to those who 
disagree."" Their criticism is in a new book, "The Kindness that Kills," 
published by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. The Christian 
Organization for Social, Political and Economic Change, a coalition of 23 groups, 
called the book inaccurate, selective, and basically ignorant. 


Orthodox no to communion with "heterodox" EPS 84.05.16 
ISTANBUL (EPS) - /Eastern Orthodox/ Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios has reiterated 
a 1967 letter by his predecessor, Athenagoras, which rejects the possibility of 
Eastern Orthodox sharing the eucharist with non-Orthodox. The message was sent, 
reported "Episkepsis,"' the information bulletin of the Ecumenical Patriarchate's 
center in Chambésy, just outside Geneva, after representatives of the monks on 
Mount Athos (Greece) complained that patriarchate bishops distribute "the holy 
Sacraments to the heterodox." 


US Lutherans survey congregations on social issues EPS 84.05.17 
PHILADELPHIA (EPS) - A survey by the Lutheran Church in America finds that more 
of its congregations are involving themselves directly in social issues, that few 
use statements on such issues adopted by the LCA convention, but that few (3 
percent) recommend that the LCA stop making them. The parishes also pay more 
attention to direct aid to needy people than to broader "social justice" issues, 
the study suggests. Hunger and poverty, both domestic and global, were mentioned 
as key concerns of the socially-engaged congregations. 


EPS 


Dutch ministers paid too much? EPS 84.05.18 
AMSTERDAM (EPS) - Some Dutch Reformed clergy have set up a group whose purpose is 
to reduce ministers' salaries. They are said to be too high, thus preventing 
them from really identifying with congregations whose members make considerably 
less. The group also suggests that ministers in big cities no longer be paid 
more than those in villages. 


Financial support for Dutch military chaplaincy EPS ‘84.05.19 
AMSTERDAM (EPS) - A government-appointed group has recommended a 40 percent 
reduction in government support for pastoral care for people in the military. 
According to the news bulletin of the Dutch Reformed Church, "the churches do not 
agree'' with the proposed cuts. 


Dutch church meetings for women EPS 84.05.20 
AMSTERDAM (EPS) - The bulletin of the Netherlands Reformed Church reports several 
meetings earlier this year in connection with women's issues. The group PSVG 
organised a meeting for "emancipated women, who do not fit in the traditional 
pattern of housewife and mother anymore," or who "have a feeling of being abandoned 
by the church in case of a divorce, which sometimes is the result of their 


feminist awakening.'' Another meeting was held for female ministers, elders, and 
deacons, as well as "social benefit women" (those who receive government financial 
assistance). The bulletin also reports a request from the "women in church and 


society" section of the Netherlands Council of Churches that the council urge its 
member denominations to have men and women equally represented in terms of 
numbers at church meetings. The section also asked a study of church language 
Some consider sexist. 


Bishops' letter on European elections EPS 84.05.21 
BRUSSELS (EPS) - Roman Catholic bishops from the 10 countries of the European 
Community have issued a pastoral letter in connection with elections to the 
European parliament next month. Among other things, it notes a "lack of confidence 
in the future" among many community citizens, and urges voting in the elections 
which looks beyond national or special interests. 


Hungarian Baptist pastor honored EPS 84.05.22 
BUDAPEST (EPS) - The retiring president of the Baptist Union of Hungary, Janos 
Laczkovszki, has been given Hungary's highest civil award, the Gold Medal. He is 
the second ordained minister to receive it. Laczkovszki was succeeded as union 
president by Janos Viczian, general secretary of the Hungarian Free Church 
Council. 


UK/Dutch, GDR/Dutch meetings EPS 84.05.23 
CANTERBURY/POTSDAM (EPS) - Representatives of the Netherlands Reformed 

Church and the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (which are considering union 
by 1986) met with representatives of the /Anglican/ Church of England (3-6 
April). It was the first such meeting since 1965. Representatives discussed the 
1982 international theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and 
ministry, and also the relationship between church, people, and state in the two 
countries. Earlier in the year, delegations of the Netherlands Council of 
Churches and the Alliance of Evangelical Churches met, with questions of peace 
and justice high on the agenda. 


Bishops' appeals in Angola, Congo EPS 84.05.24 
LUANDA/BRAZZAVILLE (EPS) - The Roman Catholic bishops of Angola have urged 
"national reconciliation" in the face of fighting between government and anti- 
government forces which threatens "to exterminate the majority of the population." 
Their counterparts in the Congo have urged the faithful to "move beyond all forms 
of exclusivist racism, all egoistic tribalism, all unfortunate individualism." 
Their letter came after the nomination of Ernest Kombo as bishop of the diocese 
of Nkayi produced a storm of protest. Kombo is reportedly the first Congolese 
Roman Catholic bishop chosen from a region other than the one he is to lead. 


EPS 


ECUPAST: News from EPS of 25 and 50 Years Ago EPS 84.05.25 


May 1959 


The British Council of Churches sent a deputation to the colonial secretary and 
the secretary for Commonwealth relations to discuss the church concern over the 
future of development and race relations in the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland.... Alexander Karev, general secretary of the Baptist Union in the 
USSR, advocated the holding of a world Christian peace congress, citing western 
church efforts towards peace.... The general assembly of the Presbyterian 
Churches in the US, a southern denomination, urged US members to defend the 
freedom of whites and blacks to gather voluntarily "in unhampered assembly and 
genuine fellowship" and to increase communication between the two groups.... 
Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin issued a strong rebuke to the president of the 
German Democratic Republic in an open letter taking issue with government 
support for atheism. Dibelius said "the distinction between what is good and 
evil, moral and immoral, is determined solely by the Living God, not by any 
human being, movement, class or ideology".... Representatives from 42 churches 
and Christian councils in 14 East Asian countries attended the opening of the 
first East Asia Christian Conference, in Malaya.[The EACC is now the Singapore- 
based Christian Conference of Asia.]... Charges by the West German Defence 
Minister against Martin Niemdller, accusing him of defaming the German military 
forces in a speech, were dropped. Nieméller regretted this decision as he had 
hoped to test the constitutionality of restrictions on conscientious objection 
and freedom of speech, which are guaranteed by the German constitution. 


May 1934 


Unprecedented autocratic leadership by the Reichbishop in Germany led 
congregations of the German Evangelical Church to be divided on questions of 
loyalty to authority besides that of the gospel. After an earlier peace 
message by the Reichbishop, moves were taken by the central church government 
to suspend or dismiss a number of pastors and to interfere in church matters. 
In response, the Free Synod of Westphalia and of the Rhineland declared itself 
the lawful church government for the region rather than submit to the powers of 
the central church government. On the other hand, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Saxony was placed under the direction of the "German Christian" church 
government. Recognition that the true confession of the church was in danger 
was expressed by the clergy of Stockholm and the Anglican Bishop of Chichester. 


A questionnaire presented to US Christian and Jewish clergy on questions of 
peace showed radical opposition to war and armaments: 77% favoured substantial 
unilateral disarmament by the US even if this were disproportionate to other 
nations; 67% believed that US churches should go on record refusing to sanction 
or support future wars; 42% regarded the distinction between "defensive" and 
“aggressive” wars as insufficient to justify sanctioning or participating in a 
war of "defence". 
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ECUVIEW/Gottfried Locher: '"'Zwingli's Questions to Today's Church" EPS 84.05.26 


The following is the conclusion of an article which appeared tn the March tissue 
of Reformed World, published by the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. This ts the 500th anniversary year of Swtss church reformer Ulrich 
Zwinglt (born 1 January). 


(1) Zwingli says: "When the Gospel comes alive again, there are also quite a 
few signs that the world is being changed". We note that he says ‘the Gospel' 
and not an ideological programme. But it is the Gospel related to the 'world'. 
How then was it, we also ask, that Protestantism left it to Marxism to try to 
change the world? 


(2) Zwingli says: "The sum of the Gospel is that our Lord Jesus Christ. true 
Son of God, declared to us His Father's will and by His innocence has redeemed 
us from death and reconciled us to God". So runs the second thesis of 1523. 
That was and remains the fount and heart of the Reformation. For the cross 
and resurrection are the basis and evidence of the authority of Jesus Christ. 
Admittedly, a renewed intellectual effort is needed in order to express this 
core of the Gospel in contemporary language so that it speaks to our condition. 
But how come that Protestantism today leaves this effort largely to the 
biblicists and fundamentalists, as if it were only sectarian ideas that were 
involved here? 


(3) "Do something courageous for God!" That was written by Zwingli during 
the First Kappel War to his burgomaster in 1529. What he meant was: Make 
sure there is evangelical preaching in the whole land! That was a violation 
of the established alliances. It seems, therefore, that Christian faith and 
divine justice clash with legal order. This possibility was not invented 
yesterday! We should long ago have been prepared for it: 


(4) "Christ's kingdom is also external". This was what the Zurichers wrote 
to Constance in answer to statements from Wittenberg. In other words, the 
political struggle is part of Christian responsibility. The duty and promise 
of the Christian community is to be a shining example and a workshop of peace 
among the divided nations. 


(5) Zwingli's example is still relevant for the ordering of the Church, since 

it provides for the development of tiiis order from the base upwards. I have 

a suspicion that the studied silence about Zwingli is due not only to the 
misinterpretation of his sacramental teaching and to fidelity to "father Luther" 
but also to the fact that ministers of all confessions, crushed by their burdens 
and dignities, are troubled by the unabashed joyful style of this people's 
preacher. Of course it is foolish to counter increasing secularization by 
increasingly solemn clerical behaviour. Yet it is precisely this which is 
being pursued today on an ecumenical scale. On the other hand, wherever even 
a little is known not only about Luther but also about Zwingli, lay people 
should let the example of his devotion inspire them and they should seize the 
opportunities of participation and initiative which this Reformer sought to 
secure for them. 


(6) Zwingli said: "Luther and I have one Christ." Then, in a reference to 
the Catholics, there is the prayer of the last verse from the Kappel army 
chaplain in 1529, which is found in the old evangelical hymn of the 16th 
century: 

"Help,;.O. Lord, all bitterness to depart 

And ancient fidelity return and be renewed..." 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kenith David: ''Can Churches Share?! EPS 84.05.27 


The following ts excerpted from an article, "Development Is Not Our Word", in 
the April tssue of International Revtew of Misston, publtshed quarterly by the 
Commtsston on World Misston and Evangelism of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches. 


...When mission is truly subversion and when in obedience to the divine 
imperatives Christians are compelled to promote a "taking over from the bottom", 
then what is it that a middle-class church in the North has to share with a 
growing but poverty-stricken church in the South? It cannot claim to share 

or identify with the experience of material poverty, though - rather defensively - 


it claims a spiritual poverty. It cannot claim to share the oppression and 
degradation of people and churches in the South because it fails to recognize 
the oppression within its own institutions and nations. Lt cannot Clarm= co 


share the devastating results of exploitation as do the poor, because 
indirectly it is the beneficiary of such exploitation. 


Partly, therefore, out of guilt and partly out of concern, out of its excess it 
is able to share minimal financial resources. But the strings attached to such 
a limited form of sharing and the element of control and imposition, both actual 
and implied, have caused this to be a divisive form of sharing. The sharing of 
personnel and expertise has a somewhat unhappy and unfortunate history: 
selection of personnel in the so-called metropolitan countries has been erratic 
in the extreme, and the assortment of do-gooders, empire builders, flag-bearers 
and insensitive and insecure people, together with a small minority of genuinely 
dedicated people, has not promoted true sharing. 


What then is left for mutual sharing? (a) It would be comforting to imagine, 
or perhaps even to plan for, the sharing of the South's acknowledged propensity 
for vibrant, spontaneous and effective worship. But does the cultural context 


in the North and its understanding of suffering allow this? It would be so 
easy for this sharing of worship from the South to become yet another entertain- 
ment industry in the North. 


(b) There is much to be learned from the South about the nature of and commitment 
to struggle. Increasingl* , issues that marginalize the lower sections of 
society in the North are becoming clearer and call for prolonged and sustained 
struggle. Is the North willing to recognize the similarities of struggles? 


(c) As the church in the South loses its fear and suspicion of its cultural 
context, it is beginning to appreciate the validity of an appropriate cultural 
expression of the gospel. This new expression is often viewed in some quarters 
of the church in the North as a new form of syncretism. Can the church in the 
North share the rediscovered integrity of the church in the South? 


(d) The church in the South has much to teach and share in its recognition and 
experience of suffering and the pain and agony of the cross. 


(e) As a natural consequence, the church in the South can testify to and share 
an Easter faith, which has got everything to do with uprising and little with 
Spiritual upliftment. 


Crucially, however, the sharing process and particularly the sharing of 
essentials will depend almost entirely on whether the church in the North can 
develop the ability, the gift and the grace to receive. It has for so long 
been in the role of giver that it has developed a pride that precludes the 
desire or the ability to receive. Because of their obsession with acquiring 
and striving for material wealth, it may perhaps be impossible for the rich 
ever to learn to receive. Thus it may well be true that the only valid 
sharing of resources can take place in the context of a Solidarity of the South. 
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ECUTEXT: "Evaluating the WCC Assembly" EPS 84.05.28 


The following questions were sent to the World Counetl of Churches central 
committee to help evaluate last year's WCC assembly tn Vancouver. 


1. Reports of delegates: To what body did your Assembly delegate(s) report? 
What were the main themes or points of the reports?... 
oa Sharing of information: What means have been used to share the Assembly 


with the general membership of your church (e.g. church magazines, brochures, 
letters, meetings, etc.)? 

on Further reports: What plans do you have for further reporting to 
assemblies, synods, conferences or other church bodies? 

4. Response of your church: What has been the response of your church to 
the reports of Assembly delegates, reports in church publications, reports in 
the public media? 


a, Worship materials: Have you used or adapted the worship materials? 

Li*so, “ews 2 

6. Assembly message: How has the Assembly message been distributed and used, 
and what have been the responses? 

Le Public issues: What use has your church made of the statements, 


resolutions and minutes concerning public issues, and what has been the response 
of your church? What further plans do you have for their use? 

8. Issues for the churches: What use is your church making, or does it 

intend to make, of the recommendations to the churches which appear in the 
various Issue Group statements or other recommendations from the Assembly? 

Oo Official report: What use have you made of the official report? 
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SHOPTALK 


Guest editor for the next issue of EPS is Monique McClellan, producer 
of INTERVOX, the international, ecumenical, audio news and feature service. 


+ +++ + 


The full, seven-page text of the declaration on Nicaragua and Central 
America (EPS 84.05.41) is available to journalists on request to WCC/CCIA, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. It exists in Portuguese, Spanish, English, 

and French. Also available are the texts of the address by the 

conference president (Adolfo Perez Esquivel), and commission working 
reports from the meeting. 


+++ + + 


A situation report on Lebanon (no. 35, 9 May) ("progress report from MECC/ERR"') 
is available to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


+++ ++ 


The text of the pastoral letter by the directors of the Baptist Convention 
of Nicaragua (EPS 84.05.31) is available to journalists on request to EPS. 


++ eet 
Among contributors to this EPS: 


Bruce Best (.30) is a: former editor of the WCC magazine "One World," 
and is now a journalist in Australia. 


Frances Smith (.32) is a former editor of EPS, and is now New York 
editor for United Methodist News Service. 


Jean Skuse (.40) is general secretary of the Australian Council of Churches. 


"CRUCLIAL' CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
RESUMES IN SRI LANKA Service 84.05.29 


GENEVA (EPS) - An official of the World Council of Churches, based here, says 
the recently resumed "amity round table conference " in Sri Lanka is a "crucial 
test of the government's readiness for a political solution" to the ethnic 
strife between majority Sinhalese and minority Tamils in that country. 


Ninan Koshy, WCC international affairs director, made his comments following 
a visit to the Indian Ocean island nation while the conference was in recess 
for two months. It resumed 9 May. Its first meeting was last 10 January. 


Ecumenical representation from Sri Lanka's Christian minority has been part of 
the conference, and Koshy expressed his appreciation that the various 
denominations there have presented a common position and have made concrete 
proposals on autonomy. He said they could provide a good basis for discussion 
and negotiations. 


Of the approximately 16 million Sri Lankans, about two-thirds are Buddhist. 

Of the remaining third, about half are Hindus, and about a quarter each are 

Christians and Muslims. Ethnically, Sinhalese and Tamils account for about 
90 percent of the population, in a ratio of roughly seven to two. 


This year's conference comes in the wake of last year's inter-communal violence, 
Since which, thousands of Tamils have left the country. The pre-recess 
sessions of the conference reportedly made little progress, and that slowly. 

The major Sinhalese opposition party withdrew from them. 


During his visit, Koshy met with church leaders and others involved in the 
talks, including the government ministers for foreign affairs and national 
security. Koshy says he is disappointed that the Sri Lankan government did 
not seem to give clear direction to the talks. He also expressed regret that 
proposals from representatives of the country's ruling party fell notably short 
of what Sri Lankan President Junius Jayewardene outlined before the conference 
began. 


Commenting on prospects for the resumed conference, Koshy said, "There was a 

time when some form of meaningful regional autonomy would have satisfied the 
majority of Tamils in Sri Lanka and diffused the tensions considerably and 
contributed to the solution of a large number of problems. Whether the time 

is already past may be debated. But what is disappointing is that the government 
so far has not made any proposal, offer or basis for discussion that would go 
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“A crucial test of the government's readiness for a political solution will be 
when the conference resumes on 9 May. Will the government have a proposal? 
If it does not have one, and if it has one which does not provide at least a 
good basis for discussions, those among the Tamils who opt for armed struggle 
will unfortunately appear more credible, however perilous and tragic that path 
may be. 


"That section never believed in the talks. But even on them the talks had an 
indirect restraining influence, which seems to have been now removed." 
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AUSTRALIAN ANGLICANS Ecumenical Press 
IN ROW ON APARTHEID Service 84.05.30 


SYDNEY (EPS/Bruce Best) - South Africa's apartheid policy has driven another 
wedge between people, but this time it happened here in Australia. Those 
divided were the leaders of the nation's Anglican Church. 


Sydney Anglican Archbishop Donald Robinson sparked a controversy early this 
month when he withdrew as chairman of a meeting called to hear Anglican Bishop 
Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, 
visiting Australia as a guest of the federal government. 


The archbishop told the Australian Council of Churches, which hosted the 
gathering here for Tutu, that he was not willing to chair the meeting because 
it had been turned into "an anti-apartheid rally" and a "gesture of support" 
for the SACC against its government. 


Robinson's decision on the Tutu meeting brought a lot of criticism. A former 
diocesan dean S. Barton Babbage, claimed the archbishop "acquiesces in 
apartheid as politically necessary and he would also justify it on theological 


grounds", Bishop Alfred Holland, from the nearby city of Newcastle, said: 
"I do not think the archbishop's view [about apartheid] can be reconciled with 
the gospel."' Melbourne Bishop David Penman said he was "very sorry" about the 


archbishop's decision. 


In the wake of this public debate, the meeting [9 May] with Tutu drew an 
estimated 600-700 people to a central Sydney Uniting church, with some of the 
archbishop's Episcopal colleagues and a good number of his diocesan clergy 
prominent in the audience. 


Robinson later issued a statement saying he does not believe apartheid is 

"Just or justifiable" and denying Babbage's charge. He also said he does "not 
believe it is constructive for us in Australia to concentrate our efforts on 
demonstrations [against apartheid] nor do I support the policy of isolating 
South Africa from contact with the outside world". 


Tutu left Australia 10 May with the comment that Robinson's words would be used 
to advantage by the South African government. 
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NICARAGUAN BAPTISTS Ecumenical Press 
OPPOSING US ACTIONS Service 84.05.31 


MANAGUA (EPS) - The board of directors of the Baptist Convention of Nicaragua 

is circulating a "pastoral letter for our Baptist family and for our Christian 
sisters and brothers throughout the world". Signed by Convention President 
Gonzalo Mairena, Secretary Javier Talavera, and Executive Secretary Tomas Téllez, 
it calls for help in an "all out effort, now while there is still time, to stop 
the plans for war and destruction designed against" Nicaragua by the US. 


The statement says "the administration of the richest and most powerful nation... 
is blocking, attacking, and destroying the life aspirations of our people. In 
recent weeks, indiscriminate bombings of peaceful villages have increased, with 
a toll of deaths and casualties which includes tiny children." It also refers 
to US support for the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, the "dozens of spy planes 
[which] enter our airspace", and US financial support for anti-government groups 
which "continue to foment death, suffering, and uncertainty among our people". 


It includes a special appeal to "dear sisters and brothers of the United States" 
to "do something to stop the death and destruction which are plotted against us 
in the offices of the White House and the Central Intelligence Agency". 
Virtually all 2.7 million Nicaraguans are counted as Christians, most of them 
Roman Catholics. The Moravians, Assemblies of God, and Baptists are the three 
largest of the minority denominations. 
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etre METHODIST BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
ESTABLISH ECUMENISM GROUP Service 84.05.32 


BALTIMORE (EPS/Frances Smith) - Bishops of the 9.4-million-member United 
Methodist Church have approved continued participation in the World Council 
of Churches and the National Council of Churches USA. 


‘Their action was contained in a pastoral letter prepared by the council of 
bishops and distributed to the 1,000 delegates attending the denomination's 
every-four-years general conference here (1-11 May). The letter is to be 
mailed to all pastors with the recommendation it be shared with the 
‘congregations. 


At the same time, the bishops established a nine-member special committee on 
ecumenical activities and relationships to monitor and interpret the church's 
aot in the two ecumenical bodies. 


The pastoral letter was a corporate response to a 93-page report from a 
committee that reviewed charges against the ecumenical bodies made in the past 
year in "Reader's Digest" and CBS "60 Minutes" television programme. The 
ecumenical bodies were alleged to support left-wing revolution throughout the 
world. 


During the year-long study the committee heard both critics and representatives 
of the bodies concerned, and a research team visited Geneva, WCC headquarters. 


The bishops say "no offerings..." taken in UMC congregations are used to support 


the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism. "Neither is there any evidence that 
funds from the special fund were used to purchase arms", the bishops add. 


| 
The letter nonetheless speaks of concerns related to “administrative and 
programmatic activities and governance procedures of the councils that merit 
our attention". The new special committee on ecumenical activities is to 
develop procedures to enhance the accountability of United Methodists who serve 
on WCC and NCC governing units. It is also to make an effort to assure 
adequate disclosure of fiscal activity in a way that is useful to United 
Methodists. The bishops say they want to be informed of major ecumenical 
issues and to develop channels for making their views on these issues known to 
United Methodists and to the ecumenical agencies. 


All members of the denomination were encouraged to be informed and responsible 
Participants in ecumenism at local, state, national and world levels. 


America, the conference delegates witnessed a bicentennial pageant mixing 
history, music and dance. They also attended a concert by the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra featuring original music composed for the occasion. 


‘ observing the 200th anniversary of the establishment of Methodism in North 


Reacting to a cable from the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAT), 
conference called on the US government to "refrain from any activity...covert 
or overt" in Central America designed to "destabilize existing governments". 
(he body coupled this with active support for the efforts of the Contadora 
sroup (Venezuela, Mexico, Columbia and Panama) to find a peaceful, non-military 
solution to the conflict. On a related issue, the conference said that "while 
realizing the legal implications, United Methodists will be supportive of and 
encourage US churches that provide sanctuary" to refugees from the conflicts in 
ventral America. 


(more) 


UNITED/ 2 


The conference "disapproved" the organization of an alternative mission body 
and supported the official UMC Board of Global Ministries as the "sole mission 
agency of the church". At the same time it urged the board to "assure our 
people" that evangelism is a vital part of the philosophy and practice of 
mission and that the board's staff is committed to "Wesleyan theology". 
Critics have charged staff are oriented towards liberation theology. 


Directors and staff of the Board of Global Ministries are to confer with the 
new unofficial Mission Society for United Methodists "to strengthen the witness 
of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, through the mission of the United Methodist 
Church. 


The UMC is the most ethnically pluralistic denomination in the US. The 
conference voted to continue as its top mission priority the ethnic minority 
local church. It emphasizes evangelism in ethnic minority communities, 
leadership development and justice ministries. This action overturned a 
recommendation that the 1985-88 priority include church growth and justice as 
well. 


After rejecting by 22 votes a proposal that would have specifically prohibited 
the ordination and appointment of homosexuals, delegates wrote into church law 
the provision that those seeking ordination to the ministry must observe 
"fidelity in marriage and celibacy in singleness'". More than 1,000 petitions 
had been received on standards for ordination. The debate when it came was 
described by observers as having a surprising lack of emotion. 


After a ruling by the UMC judicial council that the seven words did not 
necessarily preclude the ordination of homosexuals, the conference voted by 
secret ballot that "self-avowed, practising homosexuals are not to be accepted 
as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve" in the UMC. 


In related actions, delegates retained the statement in the social principles 
that homosexuals are "persons of sacred worth" but the church does not "condone 
the practice of homosexuality" and "considers this practice incompatible with 
Christian teaching". A prohibition against using general church funds for any 
"cay caucus or group" or for promoting acceptance of homosexuality was 
overwhelmingly retained in the book of discipline. 


One issue that provoked great emotion concerned the use of inclusive language 
in contemporary writing and speaking. Debate focused on a proposed new church 
hymnal. After accepting a task force report on inclusive language about God 
and authorizing it to be studied church-wide, it was agreed that "language of 
historic hymns may be retained as necessary". 


In other actions the conference: 


- accepted the Burundi Evangelical Episcopal Church as part of the 
United Methodist Church’ and said Bishop John Alfred Ndoricimpa 
can retain leadership if the Africa Central Conference agrees; 


- refused to grant autonomy to the Methodist Church of the Philippines 
because its central conference had not requested the action; 


- recognized the centennial of the Methodist Church in Korea; 


- agreed to make a concerted effort to add one million new members : 
in the next four years (UMC membership has been declining since 
its formation in 1968). 
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CHURCH REPS TAKE UP VARIOUS Ecumenical Press 
ISSUES IN BRITAIN, IRELAND Service 84.05.33 


LONDON (EPS) - Various social issues were among the items on the agendas of 
two UK denominational assemblies which met this month. 


In Newcastle-upon-Tyne (30 April - 4 May), the general assembly of the United 
Reformed Church voiced "deep concern" at the "growing gap between the 
privileged and the disadvantaged" in the UK. It urged URC congregations to 
"give priority in their evangelistic outreach to work with the poor and 
disadvantaged". The assembly also expressed concern about national government 
proposals to abolish the regional councils which govern London and other major 
urban areas in England. 


Meeting here at about the same time, the assembly of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland strongly supported an immediate nuclear freeze by major 
powers, opposed first-use of nuclear weapons, and supported the withdrawal of 
US cruise missiles from the UK, and the phasing-out of UK nuclear weapons. 

It also endorsed recent initiatives by UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in 
support of dialogue with countries of Eastern Europe. 


Also meeting here (30 April - 3 May), the Roman Catholic bishops of England and 
Wales endorsed a proposal by the British Council of Churches for a major 
conference in 1987 on the nature of the church. In the meantime, they 
welcomed a continuation of recent meetings of church leaders, though they did 
not refer to a simultaneous BCC proposal to consider "an ecumenical instrument 
more broadly representative of the whole people of God in Britain and Ireland", 
a reference to possible RC membership in the BCC or a successor body. 


Across the Irish Sea, the [Anglican] Church of Ireland told an Irish Republic 
parliamentary committee on marriage breakdown that divorce should be allowed in 
the country, that the minimum age for marriage should be raised from 16 to 18, 
that three months' notice of intention to marry should be required, and that 
the state should fund marriage preparation courses. The Anglican submission 
said "divorce...based on the concept of irretrievable breakdown" of a marriage 
is preferable to the current arrangement which allows for declaration of 
"nullity", that is, that some marriages never existed. It called the nullity 
approach "double-think". 


And in the north of Britain, the education for the ministry committee of the 
[Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland (the Kirk) issued a report on 
procedures in the wake of controversy surrounding two Kirk ministerial 
candidates, one convicted in 1970 of murdering his mother, the other in 1980 
for embezzling 118,000 UK pounds. The former, James Nelson, was released in 
1979; the latter, Iain MacDonald, in 1981. 


Last month, Nelson's presbytery (regional unit) withdrew its support for him 
by a vote of 43-42, following 14 objections to his continued candidacy, 
including one from his father (whom Nelson described in a radio interview as 
a "vindictive, embittered man"). 


His case now goes to the Kirk general assembly (Edinburgh, 19-25 May). The 
committee report says “like other sinners, the man with a past criminal 
conviction can not only be forgiven, but can make a new start" which "could 
involve a call to the ministry of the church". It also notes that both men's 
applications for ministry were carefully reviewed and supported unanimously at 
three stages under the Kirk's procedures, whereas applications from six others 
in the past three years with "significant criminal convictions" were not 
supported. 
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BLACK, WHITE SA LUTHERANS Ecumenical Press 
DECLARE 'INTENT TO UNITE' Service 84.05.34 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Leaders of two small, white Lutheran denominations in 
South Africa have signed a "declaration of intent to unite" their groups with 
the 550,000-member, mostly black Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa. 


One of the two, ELCSA (Cape Church), faced possible suspension of its member- 
ship in the Lutheran World Federation on grounds that it was among white 
Lutheran denominations in southern Africa which had failed to publicly and 
unequivocally reject apartheid (South African race separation) and take 
meaningful steps towards church unity. The other, ELCSA (Natal Transvaal), 
has applied for LWF membership. 


In their declaration, the three church leaders - ELCSA Presiding Bishop Daniel 
Rapoo, Natal-Transvaal President Lothar T. K. Miiller-Nedebock, and Cape Church 
President Christoph Brandt, call for their denominations to establish a unity 
commission by the end of this month, with a "preliminary combined assembly" 
projected for the second half of next year. 


Meanwhile, in neighbouring Namibia, the Evangelical Luthéran Church has 
responded to a '"'call for peace" by its former president, Lukas de Vries, by 
denying there can be reconciliation without justice. A statement signed on 
behalf of the church board by ELC President Hendrik Frederik calls the 
situation in Namibia "pregnant with injustice, poverty, corruption, brutalities, 
denial of the basic human rights, betrayal, discrimination, detention without 
trial, restrictions and sufferings as a result of the war and unemployment". 


In March, de Vries urged Namibian churches to abandon "negative" attitudes and 
reconsider things in light of the "new era" brought about by the current 

"peace initiative" in the region. "The justification for rebellion and protest 
against an order of discrimination is slowly fading away", de Vries suggested. 


The first black to head the mostly black ELC, de Vries was an active critic of 
apartheid in the 1970s. Defeated for re-election in 1979, he subsequently took 
a job with a South African government agency in Namibia. He is also the 
president of the Rhenish Evangelical Lutheran Church, a small body formed in 
1982 by formex ELC people. 


EPS 
Potter visits pope BPS 64.00.02 
ROME (EPS) - World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter spent 
five days in Rome (25-29 April) visiting the pope and leaders of Vatican 
commissions and congregations. Among issues on the agenda were improved 
communication between the Vatican and the WCC in connection with world conflicts, 
ecumenical formation (promoting in Christians concern about ecumenism), the 
future of the WCC-Vatican Joint Working Group, and, in particular, the pope's 
visit 12 June to the WCC. A joint statement is being prepared in connection 
with the pope's visit dealing with the framework of the future Vatican-WCC 
relationships and practical cooperation in various parts of the world. This 
was Potter's second meeting this year with the pope. 


Finnish synod no on women's ordination EPS 84.05.36 
TURKU (EPS) - By a vote of 73-32 (3 abstentions) - five votes fewer than the 
required three-fourths majority - the 108-member synod of the Evangelical- 
Lutheran Church of Finland has defeated a proposal to allow women to be 
ordained. The proposal has been before the synod several times before. 

This meeting had before it a special sub-committee's report on the issue, which 
split 10-6 in favour of the change. The Finnish church thus remains the 
largest Lutheran denomination without female pastors. A recent Lutheran World 
Federation survey showed approximately three-fourths of the world's Lutherans 
belong to church bodies which ordain women. MTheologically trained Finnish 
women can hold the office of lector. A new synod begins its four-year mandate 
in 1986, and the issue is expected to come before it. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Sunday School or School on Sunday?" EPS 84.05.37 


EPS reported in March [84.03.43] the launching of a committee to support the 
efforts of Pastor Masahiko Sawa in hts lawsuit to "repeal the non-attendance 
record for Sunday activities" in Japanese schools. The following is adapted 
from the independent Japanese Christian newspaper "Christ Weekly", and takes 
up some of the tssues tnvolved. It was translated by Franklin Ishida, WCC 
communteattons intern. 


"Once a week, just for one-and-a-half hours of Sunday School, that time is so 
precious."' Many Japanese Christians are becoming aware of the problem of how 
to face this fundamental part of Christian life when it coincides with school 
activities on Sundays. A year-and-a-half ago, Pastor Sawa of the United Church 
of Christ in Japan [Kyodan] took his local authorities and public school 
principal to court on the basis that his children should not be counted as 
absent from school for Sunday activities. This lawsuit that points to 
constitutionally-guaranteed religious freedom is now entering the stage of 
hearing the arguments of both sides. 


[In Japan, many school functions such as sports day and days for parents to come 
and observe the school are held on Sundays to encourage parental participation. ] 
Pastor Sawa claims that school functions on Sundays, which coincide with Sunday 
school or church worship, deprive individuals of religious education and 
therefore attendance at schools should be on a voluntary basis only without a 
recording of attendance. After two years of fruitlessly pressing the local 
public school on this matter, Pastor Sawa took the matter to court. He argues 
that a public school holding Sunday activities violates the freedom of religion, 
but if such activities are a necessary part of comprehensive education, then at 
least some kind of supplementary classes should be provided for those who choose 
not to attend these Sunday activities. 


School and local authorities counteract this claim by saying that it is up to 

the school principal to determine the academic calendar and since such activities 
as parents' day are considered as the most effective means of including parents, 
they are made part of the school curriculum and attendance is taken as usual, 
including noting any absences. 


While Pastor Sawa points out constitutional clauses guaranteeing the special 
position of religious education, he claims that it is unconstitutional for the 
principal of a school to force attendance at Sunday activities and to forego 
responsibility in organizing supplementary lessons for those who are absent on 
the given Sunday. 


Many Christians and non-Christians alike have supported Pastor Sawa's lawsuit, 
but some Christians have expressed reservations about his arguments. One 
critic points out that the practice of a Sunday reserved for worship and rest 
was first instituted by the Christian Roman emperors as a means of strengthening 
their power base and encouraging a unified empire. To use the argument that 
Sundays are reserved for worship is to impress the idea of state and Christian 
imperialism, claims this one pastor, who also adds that insistence on official 
recognition of religious worship could lead to Christian approval of State 
Shintoism [the traditional Japanese religion which some people advocate 
reinstituting as the state religion]. 


Another critic, a Christian school teacher, says that such claim to a special 
use of Sundays must be met with a flexible response in order to protect the 
position of the Christian faith in Japanese society, where Christians are 
counted as less than one percent of the Japanese population. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Church and State in Finland" EPS 84.05. 38 


The following ts slightly abrtdged and adapted from the 27 April issue of "News 
from the Church of Finland". 


Church-state relations in Finland are gradually being developed on the basis 

of a report submitted in 1977 by the parliamentary church and state committee 
and the recommendations made later by a working party at the ministry of 
education. What is involved is not so much major reforms as "fine tuning" of 
the relations between church and state. Matters currently being studied 
include aspects of the administration of diocesan chapters and possible changes 
in certain church holidays, days of prayer and procedures relating to the taking 
of oaths. 


Late last year, the ministry of education appointed a permanent committee 
consisting of representatives of church and state to take care of contacts 
between the two; the church has long wanted the possibility of regular contacts 
of this kind. 


The ministry has this year also appointed a second important committee to deal 
with church-state questions. Chaired by Bishop Paavo Kortekangas of Tampere, 
this committee has the task of studying how the diocesan administrations, i.e. 
the diocesan chapters, could be transferred completely within the church's own 
organization and their costs borne in full by the church. At present, the 
state is responsible for certain costs, including the salaries paid to bishops 
and the diocesan chapters’ administrative personnel. 


The parliamentary committee recommended in 1977 that the diocesan chapters be 
made part of the church's own organization. In its report published in 

January 1983, the ministerial working party that further studied the committee's 
proposals chose the second line and decided to recommend the continuation of the 
existing practice. However, the working party felt that the possible 
consequences of transferring the diocesan chapters to the church should be 
studied. The committee headed by Bishop Kortekangas has now to do that. 


Another matter being studied by the ministry of education is the restoration of 
the so-called weekday holidays, i.e. Epiphany and Ascension Day, to their 
original places on the calendar; they were transferred to Saturday a decade 
ago, but the synod [Lutheran] has made a proposal to the government that they be 
restored to their original places. This does not appear easy to achieve, 
because both the employers' and the employees' organizations are virtually 
unanimous in opposing it. 


At the end of each year, the Finnish government issues a solemn proclamation 
that four general days of thanks, repentance and prayer will be observed in the 
course of the following year. The parliamentary committee recommended in 1983 
that the task of issuing the proclamation be transferred to the church. The 
ministry of education has requested a submission on the matter from the Bishops' 
Conference before it makes its own proposal. 


The ministry of education is also studying the question of liberalizing the 
regulations relating to the taking of oaths. The church-state working party 
last year expressed the view that members of churches and religious associations 
should be able to give a solemn affirmation instead of taking an oath. The 
synod has been of the same view. 


On the basis of the 1977 committee report, a provision of the Freedom of 
Religion Act limiting the establishment of monasteries in Finland has already 
been repealed. Since the beginning of this year, the establishment of 
monasteries has been a matter for religious communities themselves. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Larry Miller: "Quaker Reflections on WCC Sixth Assembly" EPS 84.05.39 


The author, "a Quaker ltberal", attended last year's World Counctl of Churches 

assembly tn Vancouver on behalf of the London-based Frtends World Committee for 
Consultation. Three Quaker denominattons - Canadian Yearly Meeting, Friends ~ 
General Conference, and Frtends Untted Meeting - are among the 301 WCC members. 


What is it like for a Quaker liberal, accustomed to the un-programmed worship 
pattern, to participate in an assembly of the World Council of Churches? Bear 
in mind that it is a gathering of 3,500 persons, including a press corps of over 
500, from over 300 member churches in 100 countries, representing 400 million 
Christians. 


The Quaker participant, if from this general orientation, does not immediately 
find himself or herself at home in a gathering where over half of the delegates 
are ordained, where the Christian message appears to have a heavy theological 
emphasis, where worship is usually liturgically oriented, and where the 
celebration of the eucharist is considered fundamentally important. The opening 
service of celebration and closing worship service, using various languages, were 
memorable, and other worship services, drawing on various cultures and traditions, 
were impressive and imaginative. 


I appreciated the beauty of the two-hour eucharist according to the liturgy of 
the Eastern Orthodox Church on the morning of August 6 (Hiroshima Day). But 

I especially welcomed the Quaker meeting for worship that was held in the worship 
tent the evening of that same day, a meeting that quickly centred down and was 
indeed unprogrammed. 


I was assigned to a sub-group on science and technology within the Issue Group on 
"Confronting Threats to Peace and Survival". The issue group had been my first 
choice, but the sub-group was not my choice. I found in the discussions that 
"science and faith'' meant science and theology, or how Christian thought can be 
related to disturbing scientific and technological developments. Ethical issues 
were raised, but virtually lacking was the characteristically Quaker approach of 
seeing the issues from the standpoint of conscience. 


What we have come to call the social responsibility of scientists was barely 
discussed, although it was mentioned in the final report. The sub-group also 
accepted (without discussion) the recommendation of a previous WCC-sponsored 
conference that "scientists throughout the world not participate in any research 
associated with the production of chemical and biological weapons". 


There is still another feature of the Assembly, like previous Assemblies, that 
is difficult for a Quaker (and for many others). It is the political nature of 
the gathering, in which regions and nations and to some extent confessions are 
promoting their own interests, albeit on grounds of principle. The voting 
delegates themselves are close to 900 in number, arranged in the plenary hall by 
countries. More than one delegate compared the assembly to the United Nations. 


It is true that a delegate is often viewed in debates, especially on issues of 
peace and social justice, as a representative of a country or region rather than 
of a confession. This is difficult psychologically for a person like myself who, 
while feeling a degree of vague patriotism, identifies himself more as a Quaker, 
in opposition to many of his government's policies, rather than as an American 
generally supportive of his nation's policies....This distortion of relationships 
was overcome to a considerable extent in the small discussion group which met 
almost every day for an hour-and-a-half. It is in these groups, similar to 
worship-sharing groups but without silence, where delegates and other 
representatives relate to each other at a deeper and more personal level.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Jean Skuse: "A Feminist Perspective on Ecumenism" EPS 84.05.40 


The following ts the concluston of an article in the December 1983 bulletin of 
the theologtcal concerns commission of the Stngapore-based Christian Conference 
of Asta. 


...The low self-image of women in the churches is reinforced by the exclusion 
of women from the priestly functions. of the church with the consequences of 
being regarded as lesser human beings in the eyes of God and men; the use of 
a language in hymns and prayers that makes it difficult for women to feel 
recognized, let alone included; the constant emphasis on the masculine aspects 
of God to the exclusion of the feminine; the lack of positive role-models for 
women in positions of authority and in biblical interpretation (there are many 
examples in Scripture of women functioning as responsible, faithful persons; 
yet we hear of few of them); the timing of church meetings which makes it 
difficult for a woman with a family to attend; inadequate arrangements for 
child care. The ecumenical movement is barely beginning to recognize and 
address these questions. 


As women have tried to find their voice and accept their responsibilities in 
the ecumenical movement, they are now beoming the scapegoats in the search for 


Christian unity. Some churches considering the question of the ordination of 
women are told that to proceed would threaten any further bilateral and multi- 
lateral conversations. The implication seems to be that Christian unity was 


just around the corner until this concern became more visible. 


The ordination of women is not the only issue that divides the churches. It 

is by no means the last and only stumbling block that has to be removed. But 
the question of the ordination of women will not go away. Many churches do 
ordain women. This factor must be taken into account in any unity discussions. 


In a similar way the quest for the liberation of women has often been seen as 
divisive across national and geographical boundaries. But women are finding 
they have much in common across confessional, national and cultural boundaries. 
The exploitation of women in tourism and factories, sexual harassment in the 
streets and workplace, discrimination against women in job opportunities, access 
to power, and sanctified sexism in the churches, are common concerns. 


The focus on the role of women in the churches in the ecumenical movement is in 
itself an indication that many share the vision of partnership and community 

which the inclusion of women offers. Fortunately many men as well as women are 
searching for a release from rigid patterns and structures in our churches. 

They also are looking for cultural changes with more emphasis on being as well 

as on doing; for an acceptance that expressions of emotion are as valid as hard- 

headed rationalism; for an affirmation of every person being of equal worth and 
with an important contribution to make; for a concept of power-sharing to 

' replace the domination of a few. 


This quest for wholeness has implications beyond our church life. The way in 

which humanity is behaving towards nature is conquering and dominating, instead 
of nurturing and caring and renewing. We are desperately looking for a change 
in the way power over the world's economic interests, political decisions, and 

military might is concentrated in the hands of a few. 


Some of us still hope that the church we love and serve can show the way to a 
more wholistic culture for humanity. This will involve a transition from an 
emphasis on "having" to one on "being", from competition to cooperation, from 
hierarchical structures to a community of equals. The church will then reflect 
on its own life-style the inclusiveness and unity which Christ wills for all 
humanity and be the symbol of reconciliation for which the whole creation is 


groaning. EPS 


ECUTEXT: "NGO Declaration on Nicaragua and Central America" EPS 84.05.41 


Following ts the coneluston of a 15-point declaration from an International 
Conference on Nicaragua and for Peace in Central America, 3-6 May in Lisbon. 
Under the auspices of 19 non-governmental organtaations, ineluding the 
Commisston of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Counctl of 
Churches, tt was attended by church and other representatives from Central, 
Latin, and North America, and Europe. Charles Harper, WCC Latin American 
human rights resources secretary, was among WCC staff attending. He called 
the conference "in many ways a new stage tn cooperation among tnternattonal 
NGOs of very dtisttnet geographic identity and ideologteal persuasion, not to 
mentton constituenctes. Nicaraguan church and government representatives who 
were invited", he added, "feel that the declaratton...ts very good, and above 
all useful tn tts sobriety and balanced use of language. It reflects...the 
search for pluralism, independence, and political non-alignment whtch ts 
taking place tn Central America, as well as the respect for self-determination". 


ee Taking into account the above considerations the Conference proposes 
to all those’ concerned with peace and human progress: 


(i) To recognize the right of Nicaragua to request and receive all 
forms of assistance in order to protect its territorial integrity, 
political independence and its revolution and to respond to such 
requests from the Government of Nicaragua. 


(ii) To participate in the development, all over the world, of 
concrete actions for more developed, international solidarity with 
Nicaragua, including mass demonstrations and protest meetings against 
US policy in the region, as well as the sending of material assistance 
to help the victims of this policy and of the crimes of the Somozista 
mercenaries. In particular, the development projects of the 
Nicaraguan Government need special assistance. 


(iii) To promote actions against the preparation, financing, 
equipping and sending, by the US administration and its allies, of 
mercenary forces against Nicaragua, against the provocative build- 
up and the exercises of the US armed forces in the region, and in 
particular against the mining of the ports of Nicaragua. 


(iv) To declare the 19th of July the anniversary of the overthrow 
of the Somoza dictatorship as the Day of International Solidarity 
with the People of Nicaragua. 


(v) To develop and coordinate the activities and programmes of 
concerned organizations working in solidarity with the Nicaraguan 
people and in defence of their revolution. 


(vi) To support vigorously the struggle of the people of El Salvador 
and Guatemala for their national liberation and to oppose the violent 
intervention in the internal affairs of these states by the United States. 


The participants in the Conference pledge to spare no effort to combat the 
mounting crisis in Central America and express their fundamental conviction 
that in the last analysis unless there is peace everywhere there can be no 
peace anywhere. In light of the growing threats to the sovereignty, 
independence and freedom of the nations of Central America and in view of a 
massive denial of justice and human dignity in the region, the participants 
commit themselves to continue to act in solidarity with the peoples of Central 
America and, in particular, Nicaragua, to help build the foundations of a just 
and compassionate society in which the right to self-determination, human 
rights, peace and development are enhanced and protected. 


EPS 


ECUPAST: News from EPS of 25 and 50 Years Ago EPS: 84.05.42 


June 1959 


Geneva celebrated the fourth centenary of John Calvin's educational and 
theological work.... Private conversation between leaders of the Dutch Reformed 
Churches in South Africa and leaders of the Anglican Church led to a statement 
by Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank of Capetown hoping for "a new era of 
mutual consultation and respect" over the problems of Africa's multi-racial 
societies.... The United Presbyterian Church in the USA issued an appeal to 
nine denominations in the US and Canada to join it in seeking organic unity. 
... The [US] National Council of Churches announced a year-long programme of 
education and action for world peace, including special considerations for a 
controversial proposal that the US and UN recognize ''Red China".... German 
church leaders reconfirmed the Barmen Declaration made by their predecessors 
twenty-five years ago that there are "divinely defined limits" to the powers 
of a totalitarian state: "Like the National Socialist (Nazi) State, the 
Communist State by its very nature cannot tolerate the fact that Christians 
take their criteria of right and wrong from the gospels and not from state 
ideology", they said.... Persecution of Spanish Protestants eased during the 
previous months, largely believed to be a result of the call for an Ecumenical 
Council by Pope John XXIII.... The American Bible Society reported that the 
complete Bible or portions of it had been translated into 1,136 tongues, but 
with still more than 1,000 languages and dialects into which the Bible had not 
yet been translated. 


June 1934 


Bertran Pickard, chairman of the Disarmament Committee of the Christian 
International Organizations drew up some lessons learned from a resolution 
approved by the general commission of the Disarmament Conference. The 
resolution arranged for disarmament efforts within the context of preparatory 
committees and inter-state relations. Pickard saw a conflict of ideologies - 
one of permanent peace based on world commonwealth, the other assuming the 
inevitability of war between sovereign states. The former would be essentially 
Christian, where loyalty to God would be prior to loyalty to the world community. 
The latter proclaims the right of a sovereign state to demand an unqualified 
loyalty. He asked to think and pray about these fundamental issues which will 
decide the issue of war and peace. 


Soviet relations with the League of Nations were examined. They were outlined 
in four stages, from non-recognition to increased rapprochement.... Work of the 
Advisory Committee of the League of Nations on Traffic in Opium and other 
Dangerous Drugs was noted with particular interest, particularly the resolution 
it adopted "requesting the Secretariat: 'To obtain information regarding the 
action taken and the methods adopted in the campaign against narcotic drugs by 
the national and international associations devoting themselves to this 
campaign and also regarding the work undertaken in this field by missionary 
organizations'". 
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SHOPTALK 


A report "Churches Drought Action in Africa" is available to journalists on 
request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


RAK Lew ie BIR a 


A situation report on Lebanon (no. 36, 18 May) ("1984 First Quarter Report" 
from MECC/ERR) is also available on request to CICARWS at the address given 
above. 


KMRRE MEE Kakigk) kek 


A Refugee Report, no. 59 E, May 1984, containing the fourth article in a series 
by Dr Ghassan Rubeiz about the current situation in his home country of Lebanon 
is also available from the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and Worl 
Service (CICARWS) at the above address. Dr Rubeiz is Secretary for the 

Middle East of CICARWS. His earlier reports in this series were no. 48 E 

in September 1982, no. 52 E in July 1983, and no. 54 E in October 1983. 


we Tio th: ok Kk akwike Ke Teese 


Guest editor for this EPS is Monique McClellan, producer of INTERVOX, the 
international, ecumenical, audio news and feature service. 


KORE CR OK OR Ke 


In this EPS: 


Robert Nowell (.44, 46, 47) is EPS correspondent for the UK. 

Joanne Fairhart (.64) is EPS correspondent for Canada. : 
Patricia Lefevere (.49), an ecumenical writer who lives in Antwerp, Belgium, 
attended the Sanctuary trial in Brownsville. Most recently she had been 
living in Austin, Texas, where she reported for the United Church Observer, 
Toronto; the National Catholic Reporter, Kansas City; and the East Texas 
Catholic, Beaumont. 


ee Suk ‘Kaike kaka cee Xk 


Among articles in the June issue of the WCC magazine "One World" are a story 

on relocations in so-called homelands of South African blacks, and on the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Barmen declaration issued by "Confessing Christians" 
in Germany. The bible study by a Christian communication expert is on "free 
space" and one of three news stories talks about China's growing churches. 
Single copies cost 2.90 Swiss francs or 1.50 US dollars. 


KKK ARK KK KKK 
"Canto of Progress" by Cecil Rajendra, Malaysia's best-known poet, is 


available in the "Risk" book series from the WCC Bookshop, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20, and costs US$ 3.95 or Swiss francs 7.90. 


Kee RK Ka Keke ye 


MIDDLE POWER Ecumenical Press 
COALITION Service 84.06.43 


GENEVA - The WCC has joined a group of national leaders who are attempting to 
take a constructive third party role between the nuclear powers concerning 
disarmament. As government members of the Middle Power Coalition for 
Disarmament organized by Parliamentarians for World Order a joint statement was 
issued on 22 May 1984 by Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi, Mexican president 
Miguel de la Madrid, Tanzanian president Julius Nyerere, Swedish prime minister 
Olof Palme, and Greek premier Andreas Papandreou in their national capitals. 


The WCC statement commends the peace initiative taken by the government leaders 
through the coalition. During this time of rapid escalation of world-wide 
conflicts their effort deserves whole-hearted support of all sections of people 
striving for peace, reads the cable by WCC general secretary Philip Potter to 
the Parliamentarians for World Order: 


"The WCC strongly endorses their call to the USA, the USSR, the UK, France and 
China 'to halt all testing, production and deployment of nuclear weapons and 
their delivery systems to be followed immediately by substantial reduction in 
nuclear forces'. The WCC recalls its VIth Assembly appeal that such a step be 
taken expeditiously. 


In endorsing the statement the Council reiterates its call to the churches to 
intensify their efforts for peace and justice in cooperation with others who 
seek to arouse the conscience of the public regarding the current threats to 
peace. The statement suggests specific actions which may be supported by 
churches and related movements to mobilize public opinion [Citizens throughout 
the world are expressing as never before their concern for the future. This 
public discussion of peace and disarmament must continue and increase. The 
Support and encouragement of an informed public will greatly strengthen 
governmental action to reverse the nuclear arms race: J 


The VIth Assembly stated that ‘the frantic race towards nuclear conflagration 
has accelerated sharply'. The threat posed by the nuclear arms race to human 
survival knows no parallel in history. The race has to be stopped and the 
present trends reversed to preserve humanity and God's creation. Therefore, 
the Council welcomes the initiative of these leaders. God has made us and all 
creation and He requires us to seek peace, justice and dignity in a world where 
none need fear and every life is sacred." 


EPS 
CHURCH MINISTRY Ecumenical Press 
OPEN TO CONVICT Service 84.06.44 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - By 622 votes to 425 the general assembly of the 
Church of Scotland has given its backing to James Nelson, the convicted 
murderer who was accepted as a candidate for the church's ministry in 1981, 
two years after he was released from prison. Last month his presbytery 
decided by one vote to withdraw its support from his candidature [EPS 84.05.33]. 


The assembly has now instructed St Andrew's presbytery to take Nelson on trial 
for licence - the penultimate stage of preparation for the ministry, followed 
by a probationary year and then ordination when the candidate is called to the 
ministry of a particular congregation. 


In another contentious case, a former bank manager convicted of embezzling 
118,000 UK pounds [EPS 84.05.33], received his presbytery's backing for his 
candidacy. Its stand received the virtually unanimous support of the assembly. 


EPS 


WCC READY Ecumenical Press 
FOR POPE Service 84.06.45 


GENEVA (EPS) - Preparations to receive Pope John Paul II at the Ecumenical 
Centre in Geneva on 12 June are near completion. | He will be received by the 
Geneva authorities following his afternoon landing at Geneva's Cointrin airport. 
The pope and his entourage will then proceed to the World Council of Churches 
where he will be received by its general secretary Philip Potter, honorary 
president Willem Visser't Hooft, one of the seven WCC presidents Marga Bihrig, 
Central Committee moderator Heinz J. Held, and the two CC vice-moderators 
Sylvia Talbot and Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myra. 


Immediately following the pope's arrival an ecumenical worship service will be 


celebrated in the Ecumenical Centre chapel. Both the Bishop of Rome and 
Dr Potter will preach to about four hundred guests filling the chapel. The 
entire celebration will be broadcast and televised live via Eurovision. Council 


officials will then hold private talks with the pope, also attended by members 
of other ecumenical organizations in the centre, and representatives of the 
Protestant and Catholic churches in Geneva. As the group emerges from those 
talks a public joint declaration issued by the WCC and the RCC will be read by 
Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, who is presiding over the Vatican secretariat 
for Christian unity. The pope and his entourage will leave the Ecumenical 
Centre two-and-a-half hours after their arrival, and proceed to the Orthodox 
Centre in Chambésy/Geneva, before leaving Geneva by train. 


EPS : 
NUCLEAR AGE KNOWS NO Ecumenical Press 
UNCONDITIONAL OBEDIENCE Service 84.06.46 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - British servicemen at Greenham Common, the cruise 
missile base 60 miles west of London, have been urged by Mgr Bruce Kent, general 


secretary of the campaign for nuclear disarmament, to refuse to obey "illegal 
and immoral" orders. 


Speaking "on my own personal authority", Mgr Kent said that there was no such 
thing as unconditional military obedience. "No one is obliged to obey an order 
which is illegal", he said, and he quoted from the British Manual of Military 
Law: "Members of the armed forces are bound to obey lawful orders only, and 
they cannot escape liability if, in obedience to command they commit, acts which 
both violate the unchallenged rules of warfare and outrage the general sentiment 
of humanity." 


Mgr Kent said he did not think there could be doubt that the use of a nuclear 
weapon with a warhead somewhere between 10 and 15 times the power of the 
Hiroshima bomb must constitute a war crime. He said that service people at 
Greenham Common were being asked to ensure the security of missiles which "if 
ever used would almost certainly trigger a total nuclear exchange in violation 
of all norms of legality and humanity; are to be used before a conventional 
conflict has gone nuclear; and can be used without the agreement or even the 
knowledge of British authorities by those whose maturity and responsibility must 
be questioned". 


He urged service personnel, if they agreed with the case he had made, "to 
request duty not connected with cruise missiles; if that is not possible, to 
make arrangements to leave the armed forces; if no other course of action is 
possible, to refuse to obey illegal and immoral cruise missile related orders". 


He quoted the case of the young German conscript who refused to take part in 
executing Polish civilians and was executed along with them. "That courageous 
young man comes down the years to remind us all that military obedience is not 
an absolute and that there is a moral and legal limit to what can be demanded 
in the name of military policy", said Mgr Kent. 


EPS 


CATHOLICS IN HONG KONG Ecumenical Press 
SEEK POST-1997 ASSURANCE Service 84.06.47 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - Hong Kong Bishop J. B. Cheng-Chung Wu has written 
to the British foreign secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, expressing the deep 
concern of Hong Kong's Catholic community about the church's future. He calls 
for safeguards to guarantee the church's right to communicate with Rome and to 
run its own schools. Catholics form about five percent of Hong Kong's 
population of over five million. The British government is at present 
negotiating with Peking over the future of the Crown colony after the 99-year 
lease on the new territories runs out in 1997. 


Hong Kong Catholics, said Bishop Wu, had been disquieted by recent press reports 
of long prison sentences on Catholic priests. He described the People's 
Republic of China's current policy for the control of all religions as "not very 
reassuring". It was not therefore surprising if many Hong Kong Catholics 
should entertain grave doubts about the situation after 1997, he said. 


"In order to at least lessen these legitimate concerns", the bishop went on, 

"we feel it is essential that provisions in the legal agreement and in the basic 
laws be couched in terms specific enough to give full and effective recognition 
to all the rights and freedoms presently enjoyed by all religious associations 
and their members in Hong Kong and to preserve all such rights and freedoms 
beyond 1997". 


The bishop listed two rights in particular: "The right of Catholics in Hong 
Kong to continue to exercise their freedom of worship and belief to the full 
extent now enjoyed by them, including their right to maintain existing links 
with the pope as well as their fellow believers in the rest of the world; and 
the right of non-governmental organizations - such as the Catholic church - to 
continue to provide schools to meet the educational needs of parents for their 
children." 


EPS 
CHURCHES URGED TO Ecumenical Press 
PROMOTE AFRICAN MUSIC Service 84.06.48 


NAIROBI (EPS) - All Africa Press Service reports that the church in Africa has 
been urged to promote African music in churches without spoiling the musical 
influences early missionaries introduced to the continent. The special 

adviser to the general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) , 
Ben Masilo, told a group of church choirmasters here that "while the religious 
musical seeds planted by the early missionaries continue to serve the church in 
Africa, time is ripe for local Christians on the continent to praise God in 

their own songs". 


Masilo, who was closing a two-week music workshop organized by the National 
Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK), said this called for serious training in 
gospel music. He said the availability of funds to sponsor talented Christians 
for musical courses would "prove to the Doubting Thomases" that Africans could 
praise God in their languages. Just as the church provides funds for 
diversified pastoral programmes in Africa, it must also provide funds for 
courses in religious music, the AACC official said. 


EPS 


US COURT FELONY CONVICTIONS Ecumenical Press 
THREATEN SALVADORANS' SANCTUARY Service 84.06.49 


BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS (EPS/Patricia Lefevere) - The conviction of Christian lay 
worker Stacy Lynn Merkt, 29, on three counts of felony relating, to the, trans— 
porting of illegal Salvadorans finds the ecumenical Sanctuary Movement in the 
US at a ChOsstoacs, Merkt's trial, which began 4 May in US District Court in 
Brownsville, Texas, lasted four days, heard seven prosecution and 16 defence 
witnesses and took an all-Hispanic jury of eight men and four women three days 
of deliberating to reach their unanimous verdict 13 May. 


US Border Patrol agents arrested Merkt in the early morning 17 February on a 
remote road in South Texas, - one of the few that leave the Rio Grande Valley 
without passing a US checkpoint. Merkt was headed for San Antonio in a car 
owned by the Catholic Diocese of Brownsville and driven by a nun, Sister Dianne 
Muhlenkamp, 36, of Fort Wayne, Indiana. They were accompanied by Dallas journ- 
alist Jack Fischer, 30, and by three Salvadorans - Mauricio Valle, 23; Brenda 
Sanchez-Galan, 20; and her 18-month-old daughter, Bessie. 


At the time of the arrests, all three Americans pleaded "not guilty" while the 
Salvadorans were released on US$ 9,000 bond each into the care of South Texas 
Methodists. The judge, hearing their case, refused to release them to either 
Catholics, who had sheltered them at the Brownsville diocesan-sponsored half-way 
house, Casa Oscar Romero, or to Lutherans. The pair had been working at a 
refugee centre operated by the Lutheran church near San Salvador when they fled 
their country last December. 


In pleading Merkt's case, Defence Counsel Daniel Sheehan, sought to prove that 
his client was attempting to fulfil the Refugee Act of 1980 by accompanying the 
Salvadorans to San Antonio, where they planned to file an application for politi- 
cal asylum with the US immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). 


However, US District Attorney Robert Guerra argued that Merkt knew the pair were 
illegal aliens and that she knowingly aided their departure from the valley. 

By proposing the car leaving for San Antonio to the couple she was guilty of 
conspiracy to transport illegals, Guerra said. 


Defending her actions, Sheehan sought to show that “not a single, solitary 
Salvadoran" had ever been granted asylum in Harlingen, the district closest to 
the valley's Mexican border and the place where law requires that those crossing 
the Rio Grande river into the US must report. Immigration attorneys from San 
Antonio, the next nearest facility, and Houston testified that asylum applicants 
received more favourable treatment at these districts. Since 1982 about 15 
Salvadorans have been granted asylum in the two cities while none have in 


Harlingen, where 30 of 61 male adult applicants have been arrested over the 
past two years. 


Crucial to the future of Sanctuary is a reading of the Refugee Act of 1980, 
authored by Massachusetts Senator Edward Kennedy, which holds that Salvadorans 
and others who have "a well-founded fear of persecution" in their homeland have 
the right to seek political asylum in the US. Besides this law, Congress passed 
a resolution in 1981 declaring that applications for asylum by Salvadorans be 
given special consideration and the US has also signed a UN Protocol on the 
subject. Notwithstanding all three acts, the government still considers nearly 
all Central Americans to be "economic" rather than "political" refugees. 


This affronts Christian principles, Sheehan argued, and is contrary to Christ's 
command to feed, shelter and welcome the stranger. Besides Rev. Long, two 
Catholic sisters and Bishop John Fitzpatrick of Brownsville each told the jury 


(more ) 
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how they considered their work with refugees their Christian duty and not unlaw- 
Pith. Merkt, a Methodist, who lives in a Catholic-Mennonite community in 
Colorado told jurors: "I don't feel like I violated any laws here: either God's 
law or the United States' laws". She testified that she feared the Salvadorans 
would have been killed if deported. 


When the refugees testified for the defence, each narrated a tale of murders, 
mutilations and the capture of friends and church co-workers in El Salvador. 
Sobbing, Sanchez-Galan said she'd fled to save her daughter's life because the 
National Guard were killing infants in order to exterminate any "seed of 
political opposition". Prior to letting themselves be cross-examined, the 
Salvadorans were jailed for contempt when they refused to testify against Merkt 
on behalf of the government. Led to and from the jail in chains, they were 
released after their cross-examinations. 


Despite increasing pressure on Sanctuary workers nationwide, the movement now 
involves some 35,000 Americans who comprise more than 100 congregations and 
ecumenical groups backed by some 1,200 supporting churches. Included in the 
underground railway movement are 20 Catholic, 16 Quaker, 13 Unitarian, 

10 Presbyterian and a number of Lutheran, United Church, United Methodist, 
Baptist, Episcopal, Mennonite, Brethren, Disciples and Jewish groups. 


The convictions marked the first time the US government has used legal action to 
interfere with the Sanctuary movement. Because of the Catholic workers' trial 
and charges of "conspiracy" the entire Sanctuary network are potential 
co-conspirators. Observers believe the case may be the first step to break 

the movement. 


EPS 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
NO TO DEPORTATIONS Service 84.06.50 


GENEVA (EPS) - Twenty religious leaders have joined in a plea to all US Congress 
members to support a bill that would temporarily suspend the deportation of 
Salvadoran refugees in the United States. "There are few aspects of the turmoil 
and violence in Central America which evoke more concern" than the displacement 
of Salvadorans", said their joint letter. It also asked Congress members for 
their support of a house bill calling for the suspension of deportation 
procedures by the US Immigration and Naturalization Service until Congress takes 
action based on an 18-month presidential study. Drafted by president Philip 

R. Cousin of the National Council of Churches, a bishop of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Birmingham, Alabama, the letter was signed by Protestant, 
Roman Catholic and Jewish leaders. Dale de Haan, director of the National 
Council of Churches' immigration and refugee programme of Church World Service, 
said "our churches have become increasingly confounded by the unchanging 
response of the United States government to these people" [some 300-400 
Salvadorans each month] "apprehending and returning those who so clearly seem 

to be seeking safe haven from warfare and persecution". Church officials 
estimate that more than 300,000 Salvadorans are in the United States illegally. 


In a related story the Border Association for Refugees from Central America 
(BARCA) reports that 4,770 Salvadorans were apprehended by border patrol staff 
in the lower part of the Rio Grande Valley of South Texas in 1983. Based on 
higher figures for the first months of 1984 BARCA projects a refugee influx by 
the end of this year. Decumented by church sources civilian assassinations in 
El Salvador totalled 6,096 in 1983, over 5,399 a year before. 


EPS 


CHURCHES CONCERNED - Ecumenical Press 
ONE IN FOUR A REFUGEE Service 84.06.51 


NAIROBI (EPS) - Speaking to a Swedish church delegation on a visit to East 
Africa, the general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, Maxime 
Rafransoa, said that military governments and large-scale abuses of individual 
and community human rights in Southern Africa are the greatest cause of Africa's 
refugee problem. Rafransoa said that one in four Africans lives under a 
military regime, and that many of the continent's governments "spend a lot of 
money on weapons and this increases military regimes". According to reliable 
estimates there are over five million refugees in Africa. 


Rafransoa said that the AACC had established an ad hoe human rights committee to 
press for the recognition of the Human Rights Charter of the Organization of 
African Unity. On South Africa's apartheid policy he said that the church 
would like "the whites to be liberated from their wrongs, and the blacks from 
the yoke of oppression". 


nPS 


ECUVIEW/Cecil Rajendra: "Canto of Progress" EPS 84.06.52 


The followtng is the first of 33 poems tn a new WCC Risk book, "Songs for the 
Unsung". 


Vibrations of pile-drivers.... On radio and television self- 
the land shudders from congratulatory announcements 
"developing" to "developed" sandwich the advertisements 
everywhere tower-blocks we reward the rich 

and condominiums mushroom decorate the decorated 

to eclipse a lowering sky. swop last year's Merz 
High-rise hotels - more for this year's Benz 
forbidding than the ramparts study the Stock Exchange 

of any colonial fortress - check our pocket calculators 
wall us from our beaches. applaud the rising G.N.P. 

I watch marauding bull- now, isn't our country swell? 


dozers scalp the distant hills. 


Grass and trees and flowers 

are in short supply, but 

never mind, Ministers assure 

us all will be well 

in the next Five Year Plan. 

In my garden, I notice 

the disappearance of butterflies 
soon I will have to explain 

to my son that a-"caterpillar" 
is not another genus of tractor: 
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African missionaries EPS 84.06.53 
NAIROBI (EPS) - As a sign of fellowship with Scottish Christians, the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa hopes to send missionaries to Scotland. 

The PCEA plans to raise funds from its members for evangelistic mission work 
in the country whose missionaries originally helped to found the PCEA. The 
idea developed out of the realization by the African church that there are 
many people who are in need of spiritual revival in Scotland. 


Christian Aid increase EPS 84.06.54 
LONDON (EPS) - A record two million pound increase in the annual income of 
Christian Aid, the British Churches overseas development and relief agency, 
has brought the final total to £ 11,189,000 for the year ending 31 March 1984. 
This 21% increase is largely due to the 1983 response to Christian Aid Week, 
and annual fund-raising campaign. It has brought the agency's spending to 
almost £10 million during the same period. 


Kenya's schools not church-run : EPS 84.06.55 
NAIROBI (EPS) - The Anglican Archbishop of Kenya, the Most Rev. Manasses Kuria, 
has strongly opposed a suggestion made in the Kenya parliament recently that 
religious groups should take over schools in the country. The archbishop said 
in Nairobi that religious groups in the country had neither the funds nor the 
power to run schools and none wanted "to go back to the old Missionary days". 
The debate on whether churches should take over poorly-managed schools arose in 
parliament recently when a member of parliament accused the government ministry 
of education of failing to check the decline in moral standards in Kenyan schools. 


Peace conference EPS 84.06.56 
NAIROBI (EPS) - The fourth assembly of the World Conference on Religion and 

Peace (WCRP) is scheduled to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 23-31 August. The 
theme of the assembly will be "Religions for Human Dignity and World Peace". 
Bishop Desmond Tutu of the South Africa Council of Churches is expected to be one 
of the speakers at the assembly. United Nations representatives and over 300 
representatives of the world's major religions are expected to attend the Nairobi 
assembly, this being the first time the world assembly of WCRP will be taking 
place in Africa. 


Transfer of vision EPS 84.06.57 
NEW DELHI (EPS) - Intensive leadership training will be the priority for the 
Church of North India during the next three years. Called ‘transfer of vision' 
the programme covers all 23 dioceses with 700,000 members, 1,000 clergy, 

23 bishops and hundreds of service institutions spread over 2,000 local 
congregations covering. two-thirds of India's geographical area. It is hoped to 
train 7,000 leaders from all walks of life during the period. 


Peru liberation theology EPS 84.06.58 
LIMA (EPS) - Catholic bishops in Peru decided not to issue a statement on the 
Peruvian version of liberation theology. Fourteen months ago they were asked 
by the prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome, 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, to investigate and review the writings of Father 
Gustavo Gutierrez, of the Archdiocese of Lima. Gutierrez is one of the most 
prominent writers on liberation theology, considered the Latin American Church's 
option for the poor. Four major assemblies held in Peru since March 1983 had 
the issue as a main point on the agenda. Observers seem not surprised by the 
bishops' decision, which has put an end to speculations that liberation theology 
Might be censored. While some conservative bishops criticize liberation 
theology, there is warm support for Gutierrez and others within the episcopal 


conference. EPS 


Church leader dead EPS 84.06.59 
HONG KONG (EPS) - This city's foremost church leader and former Hong Kong 
Council of Churches" chairman Dr Peter Wong died at 69 years in May. One of 
the founders of the EACC - now Christian Conference of Asia —- he was also from 
1957 until last year the general secretary of the Hong Kong Council of the 
Church of Christ in China. Instrumental in bringing Hong Kong's churches 
back to life after World War II, Dr Wong settled vast numbers of refugees from 
the Chinese mainland, also providing education for tens of thousands of 
destitute children. 


ALC on death penalty EPS 84.06.60 
MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - A proposed American Lutheran Church statement that rejects 
the death penalty as a useful means of fulfilling the purposes of good 
government in the United States today has been rejected by the standing 
committee for the ALC's Office of Church and Society as being too one-sided. 

A subtle bias, that being in favour of the death penalty implies being a violent, 
vengeful person, was perceived in the recently-drafted statement on "Capital 
Punishment and the Cycle of Violence". The draft statement was to be submitted 
to congregations for review and to replace a 1972 statement, which summarized 
arguments for and against the death penalty but did not commit the ALC to any 
particular position. 


New Zealand declares heres EPS 84.06.61 
CHRISTCHURCH (EPS)- The Anglican Church in New Zealand has declared South 
Africa's apartheid policy a heresy. The move, made by the general synod of 


the church [9 May], followed similar declarations made by the Anglican Church 
in South Africa and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches in 1982, and the 
World Council of Churches last year. It was the first such declaration by a 
church in New Zealand. 


Food for Africa EPS 84.06.62 
BERLIN (EPS) - Church groups in the German Democratic Republic have joined an 
international ecumenical appeal to aid victims of the African drought. Their 
"bread for the world" appeal was launched in April. Signed by four church 
federations and agencies, the appeal is part of a US$ 100 million world-wide 
ecumenical effort to help combat hunger in Africa. An estimated 150 million 
Africans in 20 countries face starvation. Many others are expected to remain 
permanently handicapped due to the prolonged drought. 


Islamic laws : EPS 84.06.63 
NAIROBI (EPS) - The National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) and the 
Christian Council of Tanzania (CCT) have on behalf of Christian Churches in 
East Africa called on the Sudanese government to respect the beliefs of non- 
Muslims in that country by exempting them from the "Sharia" (Islamic) laws. 
Sudanese President Gaafar Numeiry last year introduced Islamic laws in his 
country despite stiff opposition by the southerners, who are mainly Christians. 
The two church councils issued their statement at a "good neighbourliness" 
consultation held in Moshi, Tanzania. They expressed their fear that 
Christians and other non-Muslims in the Sudan would be affected adversely by 
the Islamic laws. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Joanne Fairhart: "Letter from Kitchener" EPS 84.06.64 


The United Church of Canada is currently embroiled in a passionate debate over 
the ordination of self-declared homosexual persons. 


The most. recent occurrence was the release of a report from the church's 
Division of Ministry, Personnel. and Education (MPE). A task group from MPE 
Studied the issue in depth for 18 months, doing theological research and 
interviewing homosexual and heterosexual church people. In its report, the 
group recommends sexual orientation not be a factor in ordination. They 
Suggest the church ordain and commission Suitable, self-declared homosexual 
candidates within a certain time frame. The report will be discussed this 
August at General Council, the highest court of the church. It is expected 
to be the most controversial issue at Council. 


There is an interesting history behind this issue. Within the United Church 
of Canada - as in other churches - exist homosexual ministers. However, they 
keep their sexual orientation "in the closet" - a North American term 


indicating that the person concerned does not reveal his or her homosexuality 
to a society which, for the most part, sees homosexuality as a sickness or 
deficiency. As long as those ministers kept it secret, the church did not 
have to deal with the matter. 


However, in the last few years, some gay and lesbian theological students 
studying for the ministry have not kept their sexual orientation hidden. While 
they do not flaunt their homosexuality, they choose to openly live an integral 
part of their life, forcing the church to respond. 


The church was ill-prepared for this. Its handbook, the United Church manual, 
Says candidates for ordination must be physically, mentally, morally and 
Spiritually fit. It does not mention sexual orientation. Yet because of 
grassroots opposition to ordaining those self-declared homosexuals, it was clear 
Some action should be taken. Thus, the task group was set up. 


Its basic finding is "sexual orientation should not be a factor in determining 
membership in the order of ministry of The United Church of Canada and that 
homosexual orientation, in and of itself, should not be a factor". It further 
asks that General Council indicate to the 12 Conferences of the United Church 
that it supports ordaining and commissioning of suitable, self-declared 
homosexual candidates by 1985, 1986 or 1987. This procedure is suggested 
because the 12 Conferences - regional units across the country — decide whether 
to call candidates seeking ordination within the Conference. While this set- 
up allows for regional autonomy, which is important in the United Church, it 
also creates a problem in that some Conferences may ordain self-declared 
homosexuals and others will not; then all self-declared homosexuals may flock 
to the Conference where they will be accepted. Already one Conference has 
decided not to ordain candidates who make known "his or her persistent and 
preferential homosexual practice". 


Whatever decision is made, the task group urges that all church people engage 
in a comprehensive education programme to discuss theological issues, and to 
provide pastoral care for homosexual people and those opposed to their ordination. 


Support for the task group comes from AFFIRM, a group of gays and lesbians within 
the church, while there is strong opposition from grassroots church people. 

There is fear that however the issue is resolved, it will split the church. 

Those who oppose ordination are threatening to leave if they lose their case; 

some who favour ordination are threatening to leave if they lose theirs. Many 
observers feel there is a need for the church to allow plenty of time for dialogue 
and discussion before making a decision. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "50 Years Ago Germans issued Barmen Declaration" EPS 84.06.65 


Following are excerpts from the memortal address of WCC general secretary Philip 
Potter on the occaston of the fiftieth anntversary of the Barmen Declaration, in 
Wuppertal, Germany (FRG). In 1934, in the early years of the Third Retch in 
Germany, one woman and 137 men courageously made the Barmen Declaratton of fatth 
in "the one Lord of the one, Catholte and apostolic chureh". The declaratton's 
challenge guided the small group of Christians forming the confessing church tn 
Germany during the Nazt regime. 


"The Barmen Declaration condemned the "German Christians" and those forces which 
sought to usurp the Lordship of Christ. It spoke of "the church of pardoned 
sinners". But it did not explicitly speak of "the penitent church". This was 
done eleven years later when the first Council of the German Evangelical Church 
after the war met with representatives of the WCC in process of formation in 
Stuttgart. It was precisely in that context of the fellowship of confessing 
churches that the valiant German church leaders confessed: "We accuse ourselves 
that we did not confess more boldly, that we did not pray more faithfully, that 
we did not believe more joyously and that we did not love more fervently." 


What we have learnt since Barmen is that, in the fellowship of confessing 
churches, we submit ourselves to the judging and forgiving Word of God and so 
allow ourselves to be mutually exposed to and corrected by each other. We act 
as sentinels to each other, warming and being in solidarity with each other in 
penitence and witness. Even more pertinent is the call to overcome our 
structured ‘confessional separations in order that we may become a conciliar 
fellowship of confessing churches. 


Secondly, we have been learning, in the fellowship of confessing churches, that 
our faith in Jesus Christ as God and Saviour requires of us to speak with clarity, 
humility and compassion about what we affirm and what we reject, our "Yes" and 
our "No" A W 


Referring to the present world situation of racism, war and threat of nuclear war 
and economic and social tnjustice and WCC responses to these threats, Dr Potter 
conttnued: 


"A situation has now arisen when the churches will have to go the way of, and even 
beyond the Barmen Confession, and boldly recognize that for today there is a call 
to take a stand on our faith regarding our involvement as Christians in and our 
legitimation of a world economic system which deprives vast millions of persons 
from the possibilities of life as ordained by God and which makes a mockery of our 
participation in the body and blood of Christ for the life of the world. 


...We have as a fellowship of confessing churches been discovering more and more, 
with the Barmen Confession, that to be a confessing church is to accept "God's 
mighty claim on our whole life"; that he and no other is the head of the Body 

and is present among us in word and sacrament, and in "the exercise of the ministry 
entrusted to and enjoined upon the whole congregation .... 


The fellowship of confessing churches in the ecumenical movement has been seeking 
to confess its faith in terms of its inner life and its consequences for its life 
in the world in such statements as the one on "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry"; 
in seeking to articulate afresh for today the apostolic faith; in the increasing 
clarity with which it sees its function, under the Word, vis-a-vis the state and 
the faceless powers which undergird and often control it; and in its painful 
effort to become a fellowship of women and men, of young and old, of able and 
disabled, sharing a common life of costly obedience that the world may believe." 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Partnership and Independence" EPS 84.06.66 


The followtng text ts excerpted from the opening devotions by Rev. Satosht 
Hirata at the Asta YMCA executive committee meeting tn Hong Kong [17-19 
February 1984]... Htrata chairs the YMCA's Asta Alltanee Commisston on 
Christian Misston and Astan Studtes. 


Expressing concern at criticism of the YMCA he said: "The bulk of that 
criticism falls into two basic categories. First there are the very serious 
charges that what we are doing in our respective countries is often straying 
from our original and true goal of social service. I know that in my own 
country [Japan], the YMCA's position on education, especially the college 
entrance examinations, is being called into question: 'Is the YMCA helping 
to solve the problem, or is it instead profiting from it by helping to 
perpetuate it?' This is a very serious question and one which we must: not 
ignore. I believe that in many of your countries too the merit of some of 
your activities is also being attacked. 


The second area of criticism concerns an internal imbalance, or inequalities 
within our own alliance. I am sure you can appreciate the fact that an 
organization such as ours, with so many members from so many different cultural 
and economic backgrounds is bound to have some degree of internal disagreement. 
However, if these disagreements become more important than the goals towards 
which we are all supposed to be working, then something is definitely wrong. 

We are in danger of falling into a very serious trap - the belief that 

economic power of a national YMCA determines its role in the alliance. To put 
it even more bluntly, we are in danger of succumbing to the notion that there 
are 'first class' and 'second class' members here. 


To fall into such a trap would be very sad, if we consider that it was 
precisely this phenomenon of unequal partnership that long characterized the 
relationship between the Christian movement in Asia and the churches in Europe. 
We Asian Christians have struggled much during the past three decades: we have 
begun to develop a distinctively Asian Christian theology and mission, and 
through this we have sought, and are attaining, a position of equal partnership 
with our sister churches in Europe. And it is clear that this Asian alliance 
itself is but one manifestation of our determination to nurture our unique and 
indigenous understanding and interpretation of the gospel. We have made it 
clear that we harbour no illusions about "breaking away' from our fellow churches 
in Europe, but our struggle has shown the world that we, Asian Christians, are 
willing to confront Asia's problems through our own unique understanding of the 
political, economic, and cultural conditions which exist today. 


It would be very ironic indeed, if, after asserting our own cultural indepen- 
dence, we should fall into the trap of unfair and unequal partnerships within our 
own organization. If we allow ourselves to become slaves of elitism, of 
condescension, we have no one to blame but ourselves.... 


Unlike other organizations and alliances, whose members are devoted to realizing 
and maximizing their own economic, political, or military interests, we of the 
Asia Alliance of YMCAs have as our primary interest one thing only. And that 
can only be the welfare of our brothers: our Buddhist brothers, our Muslim 
brothers, our Hindu brothers, as well as our Christian brothers. Anyone and 
everyone who hungers, thirsts, languishes in ignorance, or cries out under the 
pain of oppression is our brother. In the face of the great poverty and 
suffering in Asia today, is it possible to look at one another here today, and 
think of someone as 'a second class member?’ I think not!" ... 
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CEC future plans EPS 84.06.67 
LES AVANTS, SWITZERLAND (EPS) - Plans for the Conference of European Churches' 
next assembly [Assembly IX: Glory to God and Peace on Earth, 4-12 September 
1986], nomination of a new general secretary, and an African-European-Middle 
East consultation were the main points discussed at the CEC's annual advisory 
committee here. The Mediterranean concerns meeting would be jointly sponsored 
by the All Africa Conference of Churches, the Middle East Council of Churches 
and the CEC. The nominations committee hopes to nominate a candidate to lead 
CEC for election next April. Present general secretary .is Glen Garfield 
Williams, whose term of office expires with Assembly IX. 


Graham campaign EPS 84.06.68 
LONDON (EPS) - The American evangelist Billy Graham began his campaign of 
evangelism in England this summer with) two meetings at Bristol. Between them 
they drew crowds estimated at 56,000, of whom about 4,000 came forward in response 
to his appeal to signify their conversion. Graham will be preaching in’ six 
English towns or cities in all, but will not be campaigning in London, the scene 
of a campaign by the Argentinian evangelist Luis Palau. 


Churches agree on peace EPS 84.06.69 
LONDON (EPS) - Common ground on peace issues was found by delegations from the 
British Council of Churches and from the Federation of Protestant Churches in 
the German Democratic Republic when they met in Potsdam and East Berlin [14 and 
15 May]. They agreed on: their positions on common security as an alternative 
security framework to that of deterrence; opposition to the deployment of 
middle-range nuclear missiles both by NATO and by the Warsaw Pact; a nuclear 
freeze, halting the testing, production and deployment of nuclear weapons at 
their present level; and-calculated unilateral steps as part of a process of 
multilateral disarmament. 
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Ecuview authors in this issue: 


T.K. Thomas (.93) is WCC publications editor. 
Ghassan Rubeiz (.94) is WCC Middle East secretary. 
Kimpianga Mahaniah (.95) is WCC Africa secretary. 


+ +++ + 


As readers may have noted, the code numbers 84.06.01 - 84.06.42 have been 
omitted. 


t++eett 


In connection with the pope's visit to the WCC (12 June), the next EPS 
will contain advance and embargoed material (to be mailed 8 June). 
Another issue of EPS, with a report on the visit and excerpts from the 
messages by the pope and WCC General Secretary Philip Potter, is planned 
for mailing 13 June. 


++ eet 


The WCC central committee meets in Geneva 9-18 July. Its agenda includes 
election of a new general secretary to succeed the retiring Philip Potter. 
Journalists who wish to cover the meeting in person should be in touch 
with Susanne Bredow (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) before 1 July. Journalists 
who do not plan to attend, but who have special coverage requests, should 
contact the EPS editor before 1 July. 


+++ tet 


EPS has a new telephone number: 022/91.61.42. It is effective immediately. 


BOTHA'S EUROPEAN Ecumenical Press 
VISIT PROTESTED Service 84.06.70 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has sent a letter of concern to 
churches and councils of churches in seven European countries (UK, FRG, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Portugal, France, and Austria) visited by South African Prime 
Minister P. W. Botha in late May and early June. 


Signed by Programme Secretary Rob van Drimmelen of the WCC Programme to Combat 
Racism, the letter voices concern that the visit "will lend false credibility 
to the policies pursued by the South African regime inside the country and in 
the southern Africa region. Whereas increased pressure on the white minority 
regime is necessary", he continues, "the visit might lead to the reverse". Tt 
offers WCC "support for any initiative you might want to take to expose the 
South African realities in relation to thew. visicls 


Also in advance of the visit, the executive committee of the Council of Churches 
in Namibia sent an "open letter to Christian churches in Europe and North America" 
to give "an up-date on the reality of the situation prevailing" there under "South 
Africa's occupation". Focusing on political, social, and economic issues, the 
CCN letter describes Namibia as a "kind of military camp. The suffering of our 
people goes on, while the activities of forces under South African command 
continue to intimidate and insult the well-being and humanity of the local 
population." 


The letter is signed by CCN President James Kauluma and General Secretary Abisai 
Shejavali, and representatives of eight Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Anglican, 
Methodist, and Reformed (Congregational) jurisdictions in Namibia. 


The visit was protested by a variety of church and other groups in countries on 
Botha's itinerary, on grounds that the meetings, hosting government disclaimers 
notwithstanding, would give legitimacy to the South African system of racial 
Separation (apartheid). 


In Britain and Ireland, the British Council of Churches and the Council of 
Churches for Wales issued statements, as did the Roman Catholic bishops of 
England and Wales, and Director Brian McKeown of the development aid agency of 
the Irish Roman Catholic bishops, who called the visit "appalling". The BCC 
statement called it "offensive to many black citizens in the UK" and "likely to 
undermine such confidence as exists between communities here". 


Reuter news agency reported from Johannesburg that Botha said "we shall try to 
hold high the name of South Africa" during "an emotional Afrikaans [departure ] 
ceremony of speeches, a Bible reading and traditional songs of the ruling Dutch- 
descended Afrikaner whites". 


Shortly before Botha's visit, the government announced that apartheid opponent 
and Dutch Reformed minister Beyers Naude, currently "banned" by the government , 
would not be allowed to leave the country to receive in person the "Freedom of 
Worship Medal". The medal was awarded him by the Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Four Freedoms Foundation, and was to be presented in the Netherlands 23 June. 
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RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION Ecumenical Press 
BAN BACKED IN AUSTRALIA Service 84.06.71 


SYDNEY (EPS/Bruce Best) - A report to one of Australia's state governments has 
recommended that religious discrimination be outlawed. 


The New South Wales Anti-Discrimination Board said many people who had complained 
to it were "surprised and shocked to find religious discrimination still existed 
in the modern, supposedly more tolerant world". 


Among cases of religious discrimination cited in its report: a trucking company 
refused to move a statue of Buddha to a new site because it was considered a 
"heathen" statue; a university department would not re-schedule an examination 
for a Seventh-day Adventist student; a Presbyterian parish banned a yoga group 
from meeting in its hall after the church learned that yoga had its origins in 
the Hindu religion; an employer refused a woman holiday leave in order to 
observe the Jewish holy day of Yom Kippur; a medical orderly who wore a crucifix 
to work was dismissed after being told that hospital policy did not allow 
jewellery to be worn; Muslims cannot be buried standing facing East and in 
contact with the earth because it contravenes health regulations. 


The report says: "Australian political, legal and educational institutions 

exist in a framework dominated historically by the [Anglican] Church of England 

in particular and mainstream Protestantism in general. Other religious 
traditions, as well as the Aboriginal, have struggled against the dominance in 

the past and to varying degrees they still do....The last 200 years have been a 
history of the struggle of Noncomformist groups large and small, from Catholics 

to Buddhists, towards some form of public acceptance and freedom from harassment." 


Australian Council of Churches General Secretary Jean Skuse welcomed the release 
of the report. She said that although Australian churches had long made a point 
of living in a multi-cultural environment, they still had to come to terms with 
being in a multi-faith community. 


According to the report, most people in the State of New South Wales (the nation's 
most populous, with more than four million of the country's 15.5 million people) 
still identify themselves as Christian (79.6 per cent) but this proportion is 
declining. Muslims make up almost half of those from faiths other than 
Christianity. 


The report explains that the settlement of Australia by the British (starting in 
1788) was not for reasons of religious or political freedom, and the nation has 
only a limited and narrowly-interpreted legal protection from discrimination on 
grounds of religious belief. The Australian constitution protects religious 
liberty, but the principle is not enshrined in the legal codes of the various 
state governments. 
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US NCC on religion in state-run schools EPS 84.06.72 
WASHINGTON (EPS) — The 3l1-denomination National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA says it supports proposed legislation to allow teenage students in 
state-run schools to meet on their own to pray or discuss religion. However, the 
NCC reiterated its opposition to permit state-sponsored prayer in such schools. 
Also supporting such "equal access" legislation are the US Catholic Conference, 
Presbyterian Church (USA), Friends Committee on National Legislation, Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, Seventh-day Adventists, and several 
Conservative Evangelical groups. Among those opposed are the governmental 
affairs office of the Lutheran Council in the USA. 
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JUVENALY PREDICTS CONTINUED Ecumenical Press 
US-USSR CHURCH COOPERATION Service 84.06.73 


LOUISVILLE (Kentucky, US) (EPS/Tracy Early) - Churches of the Soviet Union and 
the United States will Stay together and work to overcome the political 
barriers separating their two countries, Metropolitan Juvenaly of the Russian 
Orthodox Church pledged in an address to the governing board of the [US] 
National Council of Churches during its semi-annual meeting (here, 15-18 May). 


Juvenaly, head of a 19-member delegation of Soviet religious leaders visiting 
the US, 3-21 May, noted that it is a "not very happy period" in US-Soviet 
relations, but said the delegation tried to serve as "living bridges". 


The announcement that the USSR will not participate in this year's Olympics 

in Los Angeles came while the delegation, divided into groups, was touring the 
US, and one group's itinerary included Los Angeles. They reunited here for 
the NCC meeting and then went to Washington, their final stop. 


After they. left Louisville, the NCC board voted regret that the Soviet Union 
would not participate. By amendment from the floor, an expression of regret 
that the US boycotted the 1980 Moscow Olympics was added. The NCC did not 
protest the 1980 boycott, and a Minority of board members this year objected 
to equating the two situations. 


Others addressing the board included Louisville Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Thomas Kelly. He spoke of recent efforts of the NCC and the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops to join forces on the issues of nuclear arms 
and Central America. He called for more such cooperation. 


The first Roman Catholic president of the Kentucky Council of Churches, 
Covington Diocesan Chancellor Donald Hellman, read the Bible for a celebra- 
tion at Christ Episcopal Cathedral here of the ecumenical "Lima Liturgy". 
Orthodox Church in America Vice-Chancellor Leonid Kishkovsky preached. 
(Official norms preclude Roman Catholics and Orthodox from receiving 
communion at. such ecumenical celebrations.) 


In other ecumenical actions, the NCC voted to follow the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity each January with an "Ecumenical Sunday". It also voted to 
cooperate with the National Catholic Rural Life Conference and other agencies 
in a project dealing with an economic crisis facing small farmers. 


The group voted to suspend the Nestle boycott and support the International 
Nestle Boycott Committee in its ongoing process of monitoring Nestle's 
marketing of infant formula. It deferred action on a proposal to support a 
boycott of the Campbell Soup Company initiated by a Farm Labour Organizing 
Committee based in Toledo, Ohio. Since that organization's members are not 
employed by Campbell directly, but work for farmers growing tomatoes and 
other crops for Campbell on contract, NCC board members said a boycott could 
not resolve their problems, or at least required further study. 


In a resolution on "acid rain", the NCC urged the US government to take 

actions to reduce emissions of sulphur dioxide and nitrogen dioxide. It asked 
that the national Women, Infants and Children Special Supplemental Food 

Programme be made available to all those in need. It heard Oumarou G. Youssafou, 
UN ambassador of the Organization of African Unity, appeal for drought aid. 


Compared with the previous board meeting, marked by sharp disputes over the 
Inclusive Language Lectionary and the membership application - given an in- 
definite postponement - of the homosexual-oriented Metropolitan Community 
Churches, the Louisville meeting was calm. But it heard the first reading of 
a policy statement on racism that will likely arouse debate at its next 
meeting in November. EPS 


US CHURCH COUNCIL CONSIDERING Ecumenical Press 
MAJOR ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES Service 84.06.74 


LOUISVILLE (Kentucky, US) (EPS/Tracy Early) - A first attempt at earnest 
wrestling with proposals to reorder the life of the [US] National Council of 
Churches was undertaken here at the meeting of the council's governing board 
(15-18 May). : 


Board members spent major portions of their time responding to a preliminary 
paper by the Presidential Panel on Future Mission and Resources. It was 
appointed in 1982 and is to bring its final report to the board in November. 


The panel, headed by Church of the Brethren General Secretary Robert Neff, is 
trying to work out some common understanding of what is meant by "a community 
of Christian communions", a phrase used to define the NCC when it revised the 
preamble to its constitution in 1981. On the most pragmatic side, it is 
seeking a way out of the NCC's financial crisis. 


As Myles Walburn, who chairs the finance committee, emphasized, the figures 
look good from one aspect - total receipts of 43.3 million US dollars in 
1983. But as he also noted, despite stringent economies there were signifi- 
cant deficits in the office of the general secretary and the Commission on 
Regional and Local Ecumenism. Some other units, including Faith and Order, 
avoid deficits only be cutting staff and programme to the bone. 


Church World Service receives the bulk of NCC income, and this money mostly 
comes designated for specific relief and service needs. So other NCC units 
may wither while total income grows. The Presidential Panel floated the 
idea of a "common fund" to be secured by "the setting aside of a small per- 
centage of council income". But whether the people who finance CWS relief 
efforts will accept the setting aside of a percentage for other purposes 
seems doubtful to some observers. 


The NCC was formed in 1950 as a federation of the former Federal Council of 
Churches and several other ecumenical agencies. It has always remained a 
somewhat loose structure, with many sub-units largely raising their own 

budgets and acting with considerable independence. But if they did something 
that precipitated a storm, hailstones fell on the entire NCC. A recent notable 
example was the Inclusive Language Lectionary, which the Division of Education 
and Ministry was able to develop and publish without the governing board giving 
approval or even being made aware that a public controversy was surely coming. 


Governing board members generally support proposals of the panel to let them 
govern the entire council more effectively, some of them perhaps hoping they 
can block such radical projects as the lectionary in the future and others 
hoping wider support for them can be developed by involving the board. Yet, 
the board faces a situation in which many people have a special interest in 
particular programmes, and have resources to fund them, so if they were no 
longer able to operate freely within the council structure they could move 
outside it. 


Another issue is how much unanimity should be required for NCC action. US 
Anglican Presiding Bishop John Allin made a fervent appeal for acting by con- 
sensus. But if conservative minorities were able to block actions such as the 
NCC has been accustomed to take on issues of social justice and international 
relations, zealous advocates of these causes would doubtless carry their 
advocacy to other forums, and the NCC would lose their energy. For now, most 
governing board members seem to recognize that the NCC must change somehow, and 
to feel the panel's work will likely bring the kind of change they desire. But 
some of them say a truer test will come when proposals get more specific. 
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WORLD YWCA GROUP Ecumenical Press 
MAKES 1985 PLANS Service 84.06.75 


ANNECY, France (EPS/Ellen Clark) - An assessment of the health of the World 
YWCA, plans for 1985 and development strategies were on the agenda of the 
world movement's executive committee at its annual meeting here (May 2-12). 


In her address to the committee, General Secretary Ruth Sovik echoed German 
theologian Dorothee Sdlle's plea for "passionate resistance" against "the 
powers of death". She spoke of four indications of YWCA commitment to the 
struggle against death and for life: 


- "the quality of youth leadership, its high level of political awareness" 
and the call to the YWCA "to face such basic questions as the injustice 
enshrined in the present world economic order"; 


- understanding that "social service rarely, if ever, eliminates the problems 
to which it is a response, while social Change, by altering the relation- 
Ship of power between groups in society, does remove the problem"; 


~ recognition that political action is essential to deal with root causes and 
that "the political realm is where a Christian movement belongs", and 


— a new responsive "network style of relationship between associations". 


The committee made plans to observe the International Year of Youth and the 
End of the UN Decade for Women, both next year. A new World YWCA youth co- 
ordinator, Phumzile Mlambo from South Africa, is to stimulate youth activities 
and programmes focused on young women. At the time of the non-governmental 
forum parallel to the UN women's conference in Nairobi (July 1985), the World 
YWCA plans a workshop on its vision of the future. It is to co-sponsor an 
appropriate technology workshop. 


EPS 
WORLD COUNCIL OFFICIAL Ecumenical Press 
SENDS NOTE RE SAKHAROV Service 84.06.76 


GENEVA (EPS) - The international affairs director of the World Council of 
Churches sent (25 May) a message to the head of the external relations 
section of the Russian Orthodox Church in connection with the case of 
nuclear scientist Andrei Sakharov and his wife, Yelena Bonner. 


Ninan Koshy told Metropolitan Philaret that the WCC "has received numerous 
appeals" in connection with the case. He continued: "We trust that the 
authorities will allow them at the earliest to visit abroad for medical 
treatment. Our concern is humanitarian. Kindly provide us with any 
information you may have on the matter". 


Both Sakharov and Bonner have heart trouble. They reportedly began a 
hunger strike 2 May in an effort to persuade the Soviet government to allow 
Bonner to go abroad for treatment. Both live in internal exile in Gorky. 
The Soviet government newspaper "Izvestia" said (20 May) that both have 
adequate medical care available. 


Later last month (27 May), Pope John Paul asked a gathering 70 kilometers 
north of Rome to "pray so that the Lord would grant the expectations and 
the hopes of those personalities and men of various nations and of every 
class, who are worried about the health and liberty of the scientist and of 
his wife". 


New York-based Religious News Service reported from Washington (21 May) that 
a group of visiting Soviet religious leaders "said they had no plans to 
intervene on behalf" of Sakharov and Bonner. The RNS report quoted Russian 
Orthodox Metropolitan Juvenaly and Baptist General Secretary Alexi Bichkov. 


EPS 


Mobutu denies church-state rift EPS 84.06.77 
KINSHASHA (EPS) - The Brussels-based Roman Catholic International Press Center 
reports from here that Zaire President Mobutu Sese Seko has reacted to inter- 
national press reports of a conflict between church and state in his central 
African country. Speaking (17 May) to a meeting of the Popular Movement of the 
Revolution, Mobutu said there is currently "neither latent conflict nor open 
crisis between the state and any other societal body whatever....Why do people 
always want to present state and church as being in constant conflict?" he 
asked. More than 90 percent of the population of nearly 30 million is reckoned 
as Christian. 


Irish 'Two Traditions Group' reports EPS 84.06.78 
BELFAST (EPS) - The Two Traditions Group, formed last year as a "non party-political 
group representative of different interests in Northern Ireland," has issued a 
16-page pamphlet on reconciling the Nationalist and Unionist traditions on the 
divided island. Group Chairman Eric P.M. Elliott, an Anglican priest, describes 

it as a "succinct outline of our problem as seen by each 'side',"'but which 

refrains from "passing judgment or advancing any solution." He also reports that 
as far as the main denominational groupings - Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, 
Methodist, and Anglican - are concerned, "none will now gainsay the equal validity 
of both cultures." 


Clerical controversy a bore? EPS 84.06.79 
OSLO (EPS) - Church of Norway News reports (21 May) that "despite broad media 
coverage, Norwegians are little concerned" about two controversies involving 
pastors - abortion opponent Bérre Knudsen and controversial theologian Helge 
Hognestad (EPS 84.01.70). About 70 percent of those in a recent opinion poll 
described themselves as "little concerned" about the cases. On the other hand, 

54 percent in the second case and 40 in the first think church authorities 

treated the two wrongly. CNN also reports that both controversies are "subsiding," 
Knudsen having been succeeded by another pastor in his north Norway parish, 
Hognestad seemingly ready to leave his parish to become a theological researcher. 


Pioneer in Finnish church journalism dies EPS 84.06.80 
HELSINKI (EPS) - Erkki Kario, 64, died of cancer here (13 May). He retired last 
year as editor-in-chief of the church newspaper "Kotimaa."" From 1967-77 he was 
instrumental in forming the framework, methods and principles for the then-new 
information center of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland. 


UCC "spirituality network" EPS 84.06.81 
CLEVELAND (EPS) — The newsletter of the United Church of Christ reports (1 May) 
that a "network of UCC people concerned with spirituality" has been begun in the 
wake of a UCC "consultation on spiritual development" here earlier this year. 
The consultation preceded a meeting of the UCC executive council, which, among 
other things, issued a statement on "theological renewal" in the UCC. It cites 
six areas of “evidences of renewed theological discovery, exploration, and 
sharing" in the denomination. Last month (16 May), about 150 UCC leaders met in 
Massachusetts and approved an unofficial letter calling for "sound teaching" and 
léss "theological disarray and lackluster witness" in the UCC. The group also 
linked traditional Christian beliefs to efforts for social justice. UCC President 
Avery Post said he thanked God for the declaration. 


World Vision in Ecuador faulted EPS 84.06.82 
QUITO (EPS) Rome-based Inter Press Service reports (28 May) from here that "the 
main indigenous and peasant groups in the Ecuadorean Andes" have called for the 
expulsion of US-based World Vision because it is "provoking internal divisions 
among indigenous groups, destroying indigenous cultural identity, and weakening... 
community structures." Indigenous peoples make up about three of the eight 
million Ecuadorans. 

EPS 


Half of Britons believe in God EPS 84.06.83 
LONDON (EPS) - Results of a Harris Research Centre poll published here (27 May) 
suggest fewer than one in two Britons believe there is a God. About a sixth 
attend church regularly. They tend to be elderly, of upper or middle class, 
Supporters of the Conservative Party, and rural or suburban residents. Statistics 
in the "World Christian Ecyclopaedia" show about 85 percent of the 57 million 
people of the United Kingdom as at least nominal Christians. 


"Pravda" concerned about religious influence EPS 84.06.84 
MOSCOW (EPS) — London-based Reuter news agency reports (25 May) from here that 
the Soviet Communist Party daily "Pravda" expressed "serious concern about 
religious influence among some sectors of the population and called for more 


vigorous efforts to stamp it out." Of special concern were Islamic and Christian 
sentiments linked to nationalism in various Soviet republics. 


Jamaica church reps oppose casino gambling EPS 84.06.85 
(KINGSTON) - Leaders of the Jamaica Council of Churches held a press conference 
(15 May) here to denounce what they see as signs the government is preparing to 


allow casino gambling on the Caribbean island. They said Prime Minister Edward 
Seaga has not replied to five letters the council sent him on the issue. 


New Canadian ecumenical association seen doomed EPS 84.06.86 
TORONTO (EPS) - The London-based Anglican Consultative Council reports from here 
that Anglicans active in efforts to have a more broadly ecumenical group succeed 
the Canadian Council of Churches "have expressed their dismay and regret that the 
plan appears doomed," in large part because of the lack of Roman Catholic 
enthusiasm for it. 


Atheism statistics EPS 84.06.87 
ROME (EPS) - A Vatican report counts 30 countries in which atheism is endorsed by 
the state. About 200 million people (four percent of the world population) are 
reckoned atheists. 


BCC committee opposes European "cult" guidelines EPS 84.06.88 
STRASBOURG (EPS) - The executive committee of the British Council of Churches 
Says it opposes proposed guidelines on fringe religious groups which came before 
the European Parliament here (22 May). The BCC said the proposals could infringe 
religious liberty, in part because they do not adequately define "new religious 
movements." The committee said "the prime response to the situation must be of a 
pastoral nature." 


Serbian Orthodox building new theological faculty EPS 84.06.89 
BELGRADE (EPS) - Serbian Orthodox Patriarch German presided last month at the 
laying of the foundation stone for a new four-storey, four-million-US-dollar 
theological faculty to accommodate about 200 students here. Attending were 
government and church representatives. About 510,000 US dollars is being sought 
ecumenically over the years 1983-85 for the project, which appears in the World 
Council of Churches "Resource Sharing Book." About half of this year's 170,000 
dollars has been forwarded so far. 


Vatican rejects catechism EPS 84.06.90 
ROME (EPS) - The Vatican's doctrinal unit has ordered removal of the imprimatur 
(church permission to publish) of "Christ Among Us," the most popular adult 
catechism in the US. It also advised that it is impossible to revise the text in 
a way which the unit, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, would find 
acceptable. Paulist Press editor-in-chief Kevin Lynch described the book, which 
sold 1.7 million copies in 17 years, as "an inquiry book" designed especially for 
prospective converts. 
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' ‘ " EPS 84.06.91 
ECUTEXT: '"WACC Central Committee Message ——————— 
The following ts excerpted from a document approved durtng the meeting of the 
central committee of the London-based World Assoctatton for Christtan 
Communication, 16-22 May in Sao Paulo. [Related item: EPS 84.06.93]. 


It is in Brazil, and in other countries in this part of the world, that we 
come across some of the finest examples of communication based on the values 
of the Kingdom. Here is a growing movement of people, grounded in 
participatory and democratic communication, which Brownsea liberation and 
promotes justice and human development. 


We rejoice in this movement and we thank God for the creative ways it 
manifests itself in the life of congregations, the activities of Christian 
organisations, the work of communication centres and the witness of grass- 
roots communities. 


At the same time, however, we have become even more acutely aware of the 
ways in which much of mass media, here and elsewhere, militates against 
Gospel values. 


We affirm the right to communicate as a basic human right. We know that this 
right is often denied to people in many countries, and severely restricted 

in others. We recognise this as a violation of human life. We believe that 
where people are deprived of their right to communicate with one another and 
denied opportunities to participate, the lives of individuals and communities 
become impoverished. We reject all varieties of ideological rationale which 
seek to justify the suppression of people's right to communicate with one 
another... 

EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Letter on the Papal Visit, 12 June" EPS 84.06.92 


The following was sent to WCC member churches, with coptes to members of the 
WCC central committee and regional conferences and assoctate councils of 
churches by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter. 


.-In the last two decades, relations between members of the Roman Catholic 
Church and the World Council member churches have been growing and deepening 
everywhere. The document on "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" expresses this 
growth in our understanding of. doctrines which have long divided the Churches. 
In mission and evangelism, in actions for justice and service, in education, 
and in concerns of peace, many examples of close cooperation can be found 
between Roman Catholics and World Council member churches around the world. 

A Joint Working Group of the Roman Catholic Church and of the World Council 

has been actively functioning since 1965. Behind this growth is the deep 
conviction of the unity God has given to us and demands of us. This gift is 
based on our baptism in the name of the Trinity. It presses on us the urgency 
of church unity as a sign of healing and peace in a broken world. But this 
growth has also made us painfully aware of all that prevents us from moving 
forward into more visible unity. 


The visit of the Pope will therefore be an occasion for us, in common prayer 
and reflection, to recognize in penitence our divisions and to renew our 
commitment to our one Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We shall meet two days 
after the festival of Pentecost, when we hope you will share with the 
congregations the message of the Presidents of the World Council of Churches, 
which you received [EPS 84.03.15].... 

EPS 


ECUVIEW/T. K. Thomas: "WACC Meeting in Brazil" EPS 84.06.93 


The btannual meeting of the central committee of the London-based World 
Assoctatton for Christtan Commmicattion took place 16-22 May in Sad Paulo. 

WACC was formed tn 1975, a merger of an international Christian communtcattion 
assoetatton chiefly concerned with electronic medta, and the WCC Agency for 
Chrtsttan Literature Development. TT. K. Thomas attended the $06 Paulo meeting. 


According to an official brochure WACC "is more than an ecumenical funding 
agency with 127 communications projects and programmes in 57 countries. WACC 
is also a 'think-tank' on communication developments for the churches". For 
years, however, the two functions ran on parallel lines and rarely met. The 
rhetoric of research hardly touched the reality of projects. 


The association was restructured recently so that the two roles could fruitfully 
interact. Instead of units defined in terms of media, it has now four depart- 
ments (project development, research and planning, education and animation, and 
information and interpretation), plus the general secretariat, and other staff 
involved in funding coordination and finance and administration. 


In his introductory address WACC President William Fore (assistant general 
Secretary for communication at the New York-based National Council of Churches) 
commended this "major restructuring of the staff and committees". | WACC General 
Secretary Hans Florin said in his report that the move was "to enable the WACC 
to stay abreast of the rapid developments in media and to alert the churches to 
the changes ahead". 


It is far too early to evaluate the effectiveness of the new structure. Judging 
by the tone and content of the reports which came from the departmental committees, 
there is much heart-burning over rising emphases and declining empires. The 
hopeful sign, however, is that, while business as usual took the major part of 

the committee's time, concerns beyond the exigencies of project-funding received 
considerable attention. 


The meeting had a theme: The Humantzation of Communtcatton. The Latin American 
context underlined the need for such humanization and at the same time provided 
encouraging examples of participatory and community-centred communication. 
Presentations on the Latin American scene took a variety of forms - panel 
discussion in plenary, film shows in the evenings featuring typical situations 

in some of the countries, and worship services which focused on the same 
Situations. The services made liberal use of the Sixth Assembly worship book 

of the World Council of Churches, and the alleluias and kyries were reminiscent 
of the WCC worship tent last year in Vancouver. 


Apart from providing for support to a number of ongoing projects and approving 
new ones, the Central Committee: 


— received a statement containing a series of guidelines for Christian 
communication; 


- affirmed the need to strengthen efforts in the area of training and 
education; 


- approved "forum" - described as an activity or function which fosters 
openness to new ideas and the willingness to harness them to all 
communication work - as a corporate responsibility; 


- discussed the need to develop a network of field staff, appointing regional 
animators with forum responsibilities and coordination and consultancy roles; 


- adopted "women in media" as a priority, in order to ensure women's involve- 
ment in and the promotion of women's concerns through communication. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: '"'The Tribes of Lebanon" EPS 84.06.94 


The following is the coneluston of an article whitch appeared tn last month's 
WCC "Refugees" newsletter (avatlable on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


...To sum up, the ethnic minorities of Lebanon are of different sorts. Some 
are naturalized and are no different from the rest of the population. The 
Armenians are in this category. Armenians have been, on the whole, wise to 
stay out of heavy militarization. Palestinians are refugees who entered the 
Lebanese conflict in full depth and brought new layers of misery to their 
situation. Now they are much more controlled politically and militarily. 
The Kurds and other Moslem migrants (Arabs) have joined the ranks of militias 
as they are often promised residence permits. On the Christian side the 
Souryenis and the Assyrians fall in this category of residency seekers. The 
question of immigrants was debated in the Lausanne Conference among the 
larger issues of reorganization of power. It is sad to see the question of 
immigrants reduced to power politics, but the mood in Lebanon today does not 
allow better treatment of such human problems. 


The majority of the Lebanese people wishes to compromise and restore normal 
life in Lebanon, but the politicians and the militia system are in a 
different world, preferring the diplomacy of the gun to non-violent conflict 
resolution. When we speak of religious communities we distinguish between 
the ordinary peace-loving civilians of the various groupings and the smaller 
circle of militarized people. ~The ordinary Lebanese civilian who is loyal 
to his religion is more likely to be outside the culture of war-making. 


The irony is that non-religious warmongers have exploited religious symbolism 
(the cross, the Jihad Holy War concept, slogans, places of worship, bells, 
family traditions, feasts, etc.) to dictate political and economic strategies 
and spread the mythology of the honourable cause of fighting in their wider 
communities of identity. Religious leaders have become secondary in the 
Lebanese war and have lost their credibility. The superficial has masked the 
essential in religious life. The crisis in Lebanon is a crisis of no authen- 
tic religion rather than a crisis of too much religion; institutional 
relgion overcame spiritual religion; the form has taken over the substance. 


Lebanon has entered a new phase in power distribution, with the shift of the 
government toward Syrian protection and away from American-Israeli support. 
The Christian militia power has decreased but the Syrians do not seem to wish 
to humiliate the Christians too much. Moslem groups are now critical of 
Syria but afraid to show opposition to the Syrians’ strategy of compromise: 

a balance of power among the religious groupings. The Christians are being 
pressured to yield power and they are expected to respond positively. 


How far are the Christians willing to share power? How far are they willing 
to move collectively? The Christians are split; the hardliners are likely 

to build secretive alliances with Israel. It is also not known if the 

Shi'ite tide of rebellion can be controlled by the rule of law and lay leader- 
ship. If the government is formed soon, bringing together a coalition of 
militia leaders, some sort of limited peace would be expected. However, for 
how long it is not known. The uncertainties are too complex and the forces 

of violence still seem to be dominant currently. 


In conclusion, Lebanon's religious groupings are more like tribes than com- 
munities of religion. Rule of law is not respected by these communities. 
There is no change in the system of these tribes which is prognostic of a 


lasting positive change... EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kimpianga Mahaniah "Hunger in Africa" EPS 84.04.95 


The following is abridged from a presentation to a meeting of the Africa Church 
Atd Committee tn Freetown, Sterra Leone, 2-6 Aprtl. [Portions tn parentheses 
are condensations. ] 


-.-The inability of African countries to feed their population is very closely 
related to the inability of the masses over the last five centuries to invent 
and produce appropriate techniques or tools necessary to control nature. This 
Stage of underdevelopment is due to the exploitation of Africa's human and 
natural resources through the triangular slave trade, colonialism and the 
development of underdevelopment. 


The process of making Africa humanly and materially poorer is a long one which 
Started in the 15th century when Europe made contact with Black Africa. Out 
of this contact came the triangular Atlantic slave trade through which millions 
of young people were taken out of Africa to develop the economies of Europe and 
the Americas. If Europe benefited in reinvesting the wealth that was brought 
by the slave trade and labour in the modernization of industries, African 
society did not benefit from this contact; Indeed, the loss of population 
weakened the African market in that there were fewer people to buy products 
that African small industries were producing. 


The slave trade also led to the stagnation of African technology. [The once- 
developed textile industry in West Africa was destroyed through the import of 
Indian cloth, the resale of goods to other parts of the continent, and the 
widespread sale of cheap European goods. ] 


The enslavement of young men and women moved millions of human agents from whom 
inventiveness springs. [Those not captured spent their time and energy 
remaining free or were occupied with export trade of ivory or rubber, which did 
not require any invention of machinery. ] 


Psychologically, the slave trade had a devastating effect both on those who 

were captured and on those who remained in Africa. Africa's pride and dignity 
were affected. People lost faith in leadership that was incapable of providing 
protection. [Rulers, unaccountable to their communities, became very cruel 

and terrorised their own people, selling their enemies or even their own subjects 
to Europeans for the sake of obtaining goods from Europe. ] 


Africa, south of Sahara, entered into contact with Europe with a hoe and came 
Out with a hoe, at the 19th century. Africa suffered "technological arrest" 
or stagnation, "and in some instances actual regression, since people forgot 
even the techniques of their forefathers. The abandonment of traditional iron 
smelting in most parts of Africa is probably the most important instance of 
technological regression." This scientific and technological stagnation 
affects all sectors of African life, including agriculture. The triangular 
Atlantic slave trade of pre-colonial Africa, iike colonialism, one of the 
factors which has resulted in Africa's incapacity to feed its people in that it 
did not prepare African societies to produce adequate tools nor a social system 
to fight adequately the vagaries of nature. 


The effective occupation by the Western powers which was made official with the 
Berlin convention of 1884/85,,installed a system of exploitation of human and 
material resources for the European and American economies. In order to assure 
this the colonial powers installed a structure of cultural, political and 
economic dependence of Africa on the metropole. Indeed this period is crucial 
in that the African people lost not only their scientific and technological know- 
how, but they also lost...good land for farming to the European colonials. 
Technologically, Africans entered into colonialism with a hoe, and came out 


Without a hoe. (over) 


ECUVIEW: "“Hunger/2 


The colonial powers [destroyed traditional patterns of production and exchange 
and]: (1) forced peasants to replace food with cash crops that were expropriated 
at very low rates; (2) took over the best agricultural land for export crop 
plantation and then forced the most able-bodied workers to leave the village 
fields to work as slaves or for very low wages on plantations; (3) encouraged 

a dependence on imported food; and (4) blocked peasant cash-crop production 
from competing with cash crops produced by settlers or foreign firms. 


Colonialism has been replaced by neo-colonialism which is an exploitation of 
Africa without responsibility. The exploitation of the natural and human 
resources of Africa south of Sahara did not stop with the coming of the 
political independence of the continent. [The developing countries - three- 
quarters of the world's population - receive only 6.5% of total global income. 
Unesco calculated in 1979 that the USA, with 6% of the world's population, 
consumed 55% of the world's total resources and that each North American 
individual over his lifetime consumes approximately 500 times more material 
resources than a developing country child.] Exploitation continues by the 
transnational companies through both expatriates and African elites. The 
transnational corporations are still encouraging, for European markets, the 
production of luxury crops like flowers, tea, coffee, cocoa, and industrial 
crops such as rubber, cotton, peanuts, and wood. While the per capita food 
production is falling and grain imports are rising, large areas of land are 
being used to grow flowers and fresh vegetables for air-freighting to Europe. 


The little that African countries collect from transnational corporations is 
very often not reinvested in the rural areas for the modernization of peasant 
agriculture but rather for the import of luxury goods consumed by the urban 
population. [Moreover, a good percentage of foreign exchange is used to 
import food products, such as rice, that the urban population now comes to 
prefer. ] 


Colonialism and neo-colonialism are still very much alive. South Africa has 
undertaken for some years the policy of the destabilization of the Southern 
African states: Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Angola. In order to weaken them 


politically and economically, South African troops have been invading these 
countries and the government has been supplying arms to opposition groups to 
fight national governments. The policy of destabilization has produced 
millions of refugees and displaced people. This is disrupting the agricultural 
infrastructure and efforts. 


Neither the Atlantic triangular slave trade nor colonialism, nor neo-colonialism 
has helped Africa build a social, political and economic system to meet the 
challenge of nature: drought, flood, cyclone, disasters, epidemics, famine and 
earthquake. Thus the social, political and economic system inherited from the 
colonial heritage has itself become a source of problems by producing man-made 
calamities (such as civil wars, secessions, political instability and material 
underdevelopment) resulting in the creation of millions of refugees and 
displaced populations. So, Africa today is vulnerable to the vagaries of 
nature and to man-made calamities. Unprepared for these challenges, many 
countries in Africa are finding it very difficult to feed their populations. 


EPS 
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SHOPTALK 


Among new WCC books: 


Local Ecumenism, edited by André Birmelé, 6.90 Swiss francs or 3.50 US 
dollars or 1.95 UK pounds. It includes sections on ecumenical motivation 
on the local level, the role of pastors and priests in local ecumenism, 
concepts of unity on the local level, the significance of doctrinal 
questions on the local level, and the influence of non-doctrinal factors. 

The New Nomands, W. J. Milligan, 8.90 Swiss francs or 4.50 US dollars or 
2.75 UK pounds. With a foreword by Basil Cardinal Hume, its subtitle 
is "challenges facing Christians in western Europe." It is no. 21 in the 
Risk book series. 

Growth in Agreement, edited by Harding Meyer and Lukas Vischer, 32.50 
Swiss francs or 14.95 US dollars or 9.95 UK pounds. This collection of 
"reports and agreed statements of ecumenical conversations on a world 
level" includes Anglican-Lutheran, Anglican-Old Catholic, Anglican- 
Orthodox, Anglican-Roman Catholic, Baptist-Reformed, Disciples-Roman 
Catholic, Lutheran-Roman Catholic, Lutheran-Reformed-Roman Catholic, 
Methodist-Roman Catholic, Old Catholic-Orthodox, Pentecostal-Roman 
Catholic, Reformed-Roman Catholic, and Faith and Order documents, and 
an index. It is no. 108 in the Faith and Order paper series. 

Roots of Our Common Faith, edited by Hans-Georg Link, 13.90 Swiss francs or 
6.95 US dollars or .4.50 UK pounds. It contains 10 essays on "faith in 
the Scriptures and in the early church, and is no. 119 in the Faith and 
Order papers series. 


t+++ete t+ 


The Lutheran World Federation has issued a booklet in its "LWF Studies" 
series: "To Speak or Not to Speak? Proposed Criteria for Public Statements 
on Violations of Human Rights" 


+ +e tt 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has issued a report/appeal 
in connection with fires last month in India. It is available to journalists 
on request (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


tb ak ee te 
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REFORMED, ANGLICANS IN Ecumenical Press 
SCOTLAND HOLD MEETINGS Service 84.06.96 


EDINBURGH/PERTH (EPS) - Two Scottish denominations - the large [Reformed 
(Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland and the small Scottish [Anglican] Episcopal 
Church - held their annual national meetings within days of each other. 


In Edinburgh, the CS general assembly (19-25 May) had before it a report from 
its mission committee noting that from 42 percent in 1945, the Kirk's membership 
as a percentage of the Scottish population had declined to 25. "We can no 
longer afford to blame the ‘hard times' in which we live for the losses which 
the Kirk has suffered", the report says. It calls the decline "comment upon 
the level of our pastoral effectiveness and missionary faithfulness". 


Among actions on UK issues, the assembly urged the government not to proceed 

with the "costly" development of the Trident missile system. It urged govern- 
ment help in the wake of the announced closure of a major truck plant in Bathgate, 
and asked its church and national committee to arrange a meeting between Scottish 
representatives of striking miners and the National Coal Board. 


The assembly also overruled a decision by a CS presbytery not to accept a 
convicted murderer as a ministerial candidate [EPS 84.06.44]. 


In Perth, the Anglican general synod (1-2 June) condemned South African racial 
separation (apartheid) as heresy, and approved disinvestment from South Africa 
for SEC-controlled funds. St Andrews Bishop Michael Hare Duke called it a 
"symbolic gesture, but...important to make". 


In other action, the synod asked to receive legislation next year which would 
allow female Anglican priests from overseas to exercise their ministry while 
in Scotland on short visits. To pass, however, it would need two-thirds 
approval each from the seven bishops, and the synod's houses of clergy and 
laity. Currently, four of the bishops are said to favour the proposal. 


EPS 
THEOLOGY TEACHERS MEET Ecumenical Press 
IN PAKISTAN AND INDIA Service 84.06.97 


GUJRANWALA/BANGALORE (EPS) - Christian theological education in Pakistan and 
India was the subject of separate conferences at Gujranwala Theological Seminary 
and the Bangalore Ecumenical Centre just before and after Easter. 


In Pakistan, about 50 teachers, students, church leaders, and overseas 

ecumenical representatives considered the "future of theological education in 
Pakistan" at a gathering sponsored jointly by the seminary, the National Council 
of Churches in Pakistan, and the theological education programme (PTE) of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Among recommendations from the meeting 
are to combine extension and residential patterns of theological education; to 
take theological formation of the laity more seriously; to form a "theological 
fraternity" for teachers, pastors, and others; to initiate theological education 
programmes for women; and to organize future consultations to follow up issues 
raised. 


In India, about 100 teachers considered "theological education and cultural 
transformation". Among other things, the group considered the impact of the 
dominant Hindu culture on Christianity. According to a report on the meeting, 
"it was affirmed that theological education has a vital role to play in the 
process of cultural transformation of the country, and the cultural re-transfor- 
mation of Christians who have been alienated from their own culture through a 
distorted understanding of the scriptures and theology". 


EPS 


Swiss Old Catholics okay diaconal ordination for women EPS 84.06.98 
BASEL (EPS) - A special synod of the Christian [Old] Catholic Church of 
Switzerland decided here [1 June] to ordain both men and women deacons. A 
decision on female priests was postponed until a future meeting. The synod 
was preceded by a day-long congress attended by about 1,000 people on the 
subject of the ministry of women. Concern about the unity of Old Catholicism 
around the world and in Switzerland was raised by some who cautioned against 

a positive decision on female priests. Under a 1931 accord, Old Catholic and 
Anglican churches are in full communion. There are Anglican female priests 
in Hong Kong, New Zealand, Canada, US, Kenya and Uganda. 


Reactions to Finnish Lutheran vote on women . EPS 84.06.99 
HELSINKI (EPS) - The information centre of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Finland, based here, reports that “hundreds of parishioners" have left the 
denomination in the wake of its synod's decision not to allow female pastors 
[EPS 84.05.36]. In advance of the synod vote, the country"s Eastern Orthodox 
bishops said they were hoping and praying that women's ordination “will not be 
implemented in our...sister church". The centre reports “many synod members" 
considered the Orthodox statements “interference in the Lutheran church's 
internal affairs". 


WCC appoints interim director in New York EPS 84.06.100 
GENEVA (EPS) - World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter has 
appointed Joan Campbell, assistant general secretary for regional and local 
ecumenism at the New York-based National Council of Churches, as part-time 
interim director of the WCC office in New York until the end of 1984. She 
continues to work part-time in her NCC post. One of her tasks, Potter said, 
is to "assist...in determining the ways in which this office can best assist... 
in our relationships with the US churches and with the NCC...." 


Methodist bishops denounce nuclear buildup EPS 84.06.101 
BALTIMORE (EPS) - "Proposals and plans to curtail nuclear developments, to 
impose a nuclear freeze, to guarantee nuclear parity between the Soviet Union 
and the United States are no more than palliatives", say the bishops of the US- 
based United Methodist Church. In their episcopal address in connection with 
last month's every-four-years UMC general conference, here, the bishops say 
"Christian conscience demands total disarmament by disbanding armies, navies, 
and air forces over the face of the earth”. 


English Language Liturgical Consultation formed EPS 84.06.102 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - With the support of the Australian Consultation on the 
Liturgy, the [North American] Consultation on Common Texts, the [British] Joint 
Liturgical Group, and the [Roman Catholic] International Commission on English 
in the Liturgy, a new body, the English Language Liturgical Consultation, was 
formed at a meeting here. It succeeds the International Consultation on 
English Texts, whose work helped standardize and update the English used in the 
liturgical revisions of recent years in many Christian traditions. The group's 
first full meeting is set for 7-9 August 1985 in Boston. It is to deal not 
only with common liturgical texts but "also other related matters of liturgical 
concern, such as lectionary systems, which the present-day ecumenical 
atmosphere makes possible". 


EPS 


POPE JOHN PAUL II VISITS Ecumenical Press 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Service 84.06.103 


THIS EPS ITEM IS EMBARGOED UNTIL 17hOO GMT, 12 JUNE. IT WAS PREPARED IN ADVANCE 
BASED ON MATERIALS AND SCHEDULES APPROVED IN ADVANCE. — THOUGH UNLIKELY, MAJOR OR 
MINOR CHANGES ARE POSSIBLE. A POST-VISIT STORY IS SCHEDULED TO BE READY ABOUT 
18h00 GMT, 12 JUNE. IT IS TO BE MAILED THE NEXT DAY TO ALL EPS CLIENTS. IF YOU 
WISH THE POST-VISIT STORY SOONER, OR WISH TO VERIFY THE ADVANCE STORY AFTER THE 
VISIT IS OVER, YOU MAY TELEPHONE THE EPS OFFICE (022/91 61 42) BETWEEN 18h30 AND 
19h30 GMT ON THE 12th OR FROM 7hOO GMT ON THE 13th. 


GENEVA (EPS) - Fifteen years and two days after Pope Paul VI broke the 
ecumenical ice with a one-hour visit, Pope John Paul II spent two and a half 
hours (12 June) at the headquarters here of the World Council of Churches. 

The Roman Catholic Church does not belong to the WCC, though it is a full 
member of the WCC Faith and Order Commission. Various joint WCC-RC consultative 
bodies also exist. Virtually all other Christian traditions are represented 

in the WCC membership. 


John Paul arrived at the Ecumenical Centre shortly before five in the afternoon, 
after a flight from Lugano, toward the end of the first of his six days 

(12-17 June) in Switzerland. He was met at the door by WCC General Secretary 
Philip Potter, Moderator Heinz Joachim Held (United, FRG) and Vice Moderator 
Sylvia Ross Talbot (Methodist, US). 


As the group entered the chapel, the congregation of about 500 - mostly 
centre staff and relatives - was singing "All Creatures of our God and King." 
Its words are attributed to the 12th century saigt, Francis of Assisi. 


The service, two days after the annual Christian celebration of Pentecost, 
which marks the coming of the Holy Spirit to the first Christians 50 days 
after Jesus' resurrection, was televised live. 


Potter began with a prayer that the meeting "be for all of us a step forward 
in our search for the unity of the church." He prayed also that "through our 
praise, prayers and actions, we may bear witness to our longing that all may 
be one so that the world may believe." 


During an act of penitence, led next in English and German by Held, the 
congregation asked pardon for "our divisions and for our failure to overcome 
them." Lessons from the Old and New Testaments were then read by Talbot and 
Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan Emilianos, representative to the WCC of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. (He substituted for his fellow bishop, Chrysostomos 
of Myra, the other WCC moderator, who did not attend because of illness.) 


Between 15-minute addresses by Potter (in English) and John Paul (in French), 
the congregation sang a version of the New Testament "Song of Mary" (Luke 1) 
set to an Indonesian tune. 


Then the congregation "confessed together our common faith," using the words 
of the fourth century Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. Worship concluded 

with prayers in French, German, English, and Spanish led by Held and Marga 
Biihrig (Reformed, Switzerland), one of the seven WCC presidents. Petitions 
were offered for the church and its unity, common witness, the human condition, 
and justice and peace. 


The pope voiced the concluding prayer that God would "fulfil now in the 
hearts of your faithful what you accomplished when the gospel was first 
preached on earth," and then asked the congregation to join in the Lord's 
Prayer, "uniting with Christians everywhere and expressing our common calling 
to witness and to unity." It was voiced simultaneously in several languages. 


(more) 


pope advance/2 


Following worship, the pope and other Vatican representatives, some WCC staff 
members, and representatives of other church organisations in the building 
(Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Conference 

of European Churches) and in Geneva met in the large conference hall next to 
the chapel for an hour of private "dialogue and discussion." At its beginning, 
the centre concierge, who is Polish, presented the pope with tea and cake, 
after which he and Potter exchanged gifts. 


After the session, Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, president of the Vatican Secretaria 
for Promoting Christian Unity, read a joint statement. Its wording reflected 
several drafts and many weeks of discussions between Vatican and WCC officials. 


After an exchange of peace, a benediction by the pope, and a liturgical 
dismissal by Potter, the pope and his party left. 


After his time at the WCC, the pope stopped for an hour at the centre of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in nearby Chambésy. Its director, Dameskinos, is 

also Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan of Switzerland. The pope then travelled by 
train to Fribourg to spend the night. A meeting with representatives of Swiss 
Reformed, Methodist, Old Catholic, Salvation Army and Baptist denominations 
was scheduled later in the trip (14 June in Kehrsatz). 


The pope's visit to the WCC was planned for June 1981, but was postponed 
following the attempt on his life (13 May 1981). In contrast with the 1969 
papal visit (EPS 84.06.104), security measures were a major consideration 
this time (EPS 84.06.105). For security and space reasons, most of the 
several hundred journalists covering the WCC stop were not allowed at the 
Ecumenical Centre itself. Instead, they followed it on a big screen at a 
press centre not far away. 


Vatican-WCC relations have had their ups and downs since the breakthroughs in 
the late 1960s in the wake of the Second Vatican Council. (EPS 84.06.108,109, 
110). Observed former WCC Deputy General Secretary Konrad Raiser in an 
assessment last year, "On the world institutional level, it would be difficult 
to say we are moving ahead, but it would be unfair to say we are moving 
backward." He also warned against using institutional or global or official 
relationships as the only measures of the ecumenical climate. 


In the same essay, Raiser suggested that "a11 too often people take for 
granted a state of relationships between the Roman Catholic Church and other 
Christian churches which only 25 years ago would have seemed unthinkable." 
The process towards church unity, he observed, "will be longer than was 
anticipated a decade ago. But it is irreversible, since it does not depend 
on human initiative and planning alone, but is a manifestation of what God is 
doing through the Holy Spirit in order to bring his people into one." 


The WCC held its first assembly in Amsterdam in 1948. It now groups 301 
Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Reformed, Anglican, Lutheran, Baptist, 
Methodist, Old Catholic, Pentecostal, Disciples, Quaker, United, Independent, 
and other denominations in more than 100 countries. It has three programme 
units - faith and witness, justice and service, and education and renewal. 
The Geneva staff is about 300. 


An assembly of representatives of WCC churches meets every seven or eight 
years. (The Sixth Assembly took place last July and August in Vancouver.) A 


145-person central committee meets approximately annually between assemblies, 
and a smaller executive committee twice a year. 


EPS 


1969 PAPAL VISIT Ecumenical Press 
TO WCC RECALLED Service 84.06.1004 


The following summary of Pope Paul VI's vistt to WCC headquarters 18 years ago 
was prepared from the EPS files by Franklin Ishtda, WCC communtcattons intern. 


GENEVA (EPS) - After visiting the nearby International Labour Organization in 
connection with the ILO's 50th anniversary, Pope Paul VI spent one hour 

10 June 1969 at the Ecumenical Centre, headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches and several other international church organizations. 


In the wake of the Second Vatican Council and its ecumenical concerns, the pope 
expressed his wish to visit the WCC, an idea welcomed by then WCC General 
Secretary Eugene Carson Blake as a sign of growing Christian fellowship. The 
programme was thus prepared to highlight deep spiritual significance of the 
encounter. 


As Pope Paul and leaders of the WCC came together in the centre's conference 
hall, they prayed together that God would gather them "into one flock" and teach 
them "to be truly sorry for the scandal of our divisions". Blake, in an 
address of welcome, told the pope that his presence Signified "the growth of the 
ecumenical movement" and proclaimed to the world that the movement was moving 
"towards the unity and renewal of Christ's church". 


"By your coming to the headquarters of the World Council", Blake said, "you 
remind the whole world of the rapidly developing joint efforts of the Roman 
Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches in the interest of justice and 
peace". 


The pope responded by saying that the Roman Catholic Church would not join the WCC 
in the near future. "In fraternal frankness we do not consider that the question 
of membership of the Catholic Church in the World Council of Churches is so mature 
that a positive answer could or should be given", he said. "It contains serious 
theological and pastoral implications", and needs "profound study", he added. It 
"commits us to a way that honesty recognizes will be long and difficult". 


Blake noted in his address that the Ecumenical Centre was "both a reminder of the 
divisions in the Christian community and a Sign of growing fellowship". He said 
such fellowship "is not primarily based on the efforts of men but seeks to be a 
response of the churches to the action of the Holy Spirit....It does not seek 
unity at the expense of truth but it attempts through the mutual enrichments of 
our living traditions to fulfil our common calling of witness to the gospel in our 
days and service to all." Blake described the ecumenical fellowship as "being 
together in one spirit" which "through mutual encouragement and mutual correction" 
paved the way for unity. 


The pope told the crowded conference hall that "the World Council of Churches is 

a marvellous movement of Christians, of ‘children of God who are scattered abroad’. 
--.Our coming here", the pope continued, is the "dawn of a day to come and yet 
awaited for centuries". "There are plans to find the possibilities of a common 
Christian approach to the phenomenon of unbelief, to the tensions between the 
generations and to relations with non-Christian religions", the pope said. He 
Saw his coming to WCC headquarters as "a clear sign of the Christian fellowship 
which already exists between all the baptized, and thus between the member 

churches of the WCC and the Catholic Church". But he regretted that the "present 
communion between the churches and communities" was "imperfect". 


A 15-minute prayer service was led in the conference hall by WCC Moderator 

M. M. Thomas (Mar Thoma Church, India), assisted by the two vice-moderators - 
Meliton of Chalcedon (Eastern Orthodox, Turkey) and Pauline Webb (UK, Methodist). 
Also taking a leading part was Jan Cardinal Willebrands of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity. Later, the pope spent a few moments in silent 


Meditation in the chapel at the centre. EPS’ 


SECURITY TIGHT Ecumenical Press 
FOR PAPAL VISIT Service 84.06.105 


GENEVA (EPS) - When Pope Paul VI visited the World Council of Churches here 

in 1969, special security arrangements did not loom large in the 

preparations. Not so 15 years later, when Pope John Paul II visited (12 June), 
three years after a planned visit was postponed following the attempt on his 
life in Rome. 


The pope arrived late Tuesday afternoon, but the WCC headquarters building had 
been closed and guarded since the end of work the previous Friday. Monday was 
a Swiss civil holiday and so the building would have been closed anyway. Only 
employees with special identity cards were allowed in during the day on Tuesday, 
and then only in some parts of the building. 


Outside the building were uniformed Geneva city police, inside plain-clothed 
security police. During the days the building was closed, dogs and 
sophisticated equipment were used to look for bombs. As each area of the 
building was made secure, it was locked. The parking lot was likewise made 
secure and closed off. Cars subsequently parked there were checked for bombs. 


With the worship service scheduled to begin a bit before five, those attending 

were admitted from three-thirty. As at an airport, they passed through metal 

detectors. They had to be in place nearly an hour before the pope's scheduled 
arrival. 


More direct security for the pope was provided by Vatican bodyguards. Exact 
numbers involved and costs of the operation were not available. 


EPS 
ECUPAST: "25 and 50 Years Ago in EPS" EPS 84.06.106 


July 1959 - Launching World Refugee Year, Leslie Cooke, director of the WCC 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, appealed for a "real 
identification" with the lives and problems of refugees by those who seek to 

help them....Basilios was consecrated first patriarch of the Ethiopian [Oriental] 
Orthodox Church, marking the end of a 30-year dispute between the mother church 
in Egypt and the Ethiopian church, which sought autonomy....12 prominent leaders 
in Bangalore, India, issued a statement of "Christian concern" over the outbreaks 
in Kerala state in connection with opposition to a new education act. The 
outbreaks grew out of Christian and Hindu Nair community efforts to keep their 
schools closed. They said the act infringes upon the freedom of private 
education....Despite earlier denial by East German officials of any pressure on 
youth, it was reported that participation in "youth dedication ceremonies" with 

a vow of loyalty to the state had become mandatory for admission to high school.... 
The Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation reported that Lutheran missionaries 
were sent to open new fields in 17 countries in the previous decade. 


July 1934 - The Swiss Federation of Evangelical Churches presented a petition to 
the Council of the Swiss Confederation opposing the decision to tax non-alcoholic 
drinks more heavily than beer. It also opposed work on Sundays. The Swiss 
Federal Day of Prayer was also to be protected because of the growing tendency to 
make it a day of pleasure and of excursions. A report was given to the 
Federation by the Central European Organization for Relief through the Churches 
on its efforts to help needy churches in Russia and Eastern Europe, and also the 
help given to Assyrian and Russian refugees. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Uffe Gjerding: "Varieties of Diakonia" EPS 84.06.107 


Diakonia starts where people are. There we find the people who are in need 
for whatever reason - alcoholics and other addicts, the retarded and other 
handicapped persons, the unemployed and other disadvantaged persons, the 
sick and others needing healing, and the hundreds of millions around the 
world who suffer under hunger, poverty and oppression. 


Our response must essentially be of a two-fold nature. Like the Good 
Samaritan, we bring food, clothes, shelter, medicine, etc. to those who have 
fallen by the wayside. In these years the number of people in need of this 
help is constantly increasing. 


The other service we have to carry out is the analysis of and struggle 
against the root causes of suffering. Real interest in people makes one ask 
about the causes of the needs. Beside the sufferings caused by the moods of 
nature, a much deeper cause is to be found in unjust structures of society 
we maintain today - unjust patterns of production, trade and consumption 
which exploit large parts of the population of our world. 


Curative and preventive diakonia must thus complement each other. Also local 
and global diakonia must complement each other. Some have specialised in one 
or the other form of diakonia. This can be a legitimate division of labour. 
However, the two must always be prepared to be challenged by each other and 
must never see their tasks in isolation from one another. 


Related to the different forms of diakonia is the question of the structures 
we create for dealing with the needs of our world. Fundamentally, it is in 
the local church that diakonia takes shape, where it becomes real and con- 
crete. Here we discover that diakonia is never a subject-object relation- 
ship but a relationship of exchange in a healing and sharing community. 


Complementary to, but not replacing this local diakonia, there are the many 
forms of institutional diakonia which have been created over the years. 
These are the institutions which care for the sick, the handicapped, the 
homeless, the unemployed, etc. Also there are the specialised organizations 
which provide help at an international level to those suffering from natural 
and man-made disasters. 


Finally, there are many new forms of ‘experimental diakonia' - groups and 
small organizations who try to respond flexibly to the many new needs which 
arise in our society of rapid change. Many of these are also deeply 
involved in analysing and raising public awareness about the causes of the 
ills of which the symptoms are so obvious. These different diaconal 
structures must complement each other, but also help each other in an on- 
going critical process of evaluation. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Coen Boerma: "The Papal Visit - Ecumenical Expectations" EPS 84.06.108 


The followtng was prepared tn sltghtly longer form for the Vatican newspaper 
"Osservatore Romano". 


.-It is 15 years after Pope Paul VI made the first ever papal visit to the WCC. 
Again, the head of 600 million Roman Catholic Christians united in one church 
will meet with the leaders of a council representing 300 churches comprising 
400 million Christians from Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, United, Independent, Friends, 
Disciples, and Pentecostal traditions. What will be the significance of this 
official meeting between leaders of the world's largest church and a World 
Council of Churches to which it does not belong? 


The WCC is a body without precedent in history. Formally instituted in 1948, 
it is "a fellowship of churches which confess Jesus Christ as God and Saviour 
according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil together their common 
calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit" (Constitution, 
ALL fel. 


The WCC is not a superchurch. It cannot legislate for its member churches. 

Its historical role, however, is to plead not only for invisible but also for 
visible unity. It has an obligation to insist that the churches be continually 
moving from coexistence through cooperation to real communion. It tries to 
help its member churches to move beyond their identities into acts of ecumenical 
convergence. This ecumenical movement is not a privilege of the World Council 
of Churches alone. The Roman Catholic Church expressed the same vision in the 
documents of the Vatican Council and its decree on ecumenism. Actually it is 

a ministry of all churches. 


In the initial period following the second Vatican Council much progress 
was made. In the last decade the process has been less spectacular. 


One of the reasons is structure. The decentralized organization of the WCC 
stimulates local initiatives. It can and has to play a pioneering role. 

It urges and experiences common worship and shared eucharist, as in Vancouver at 
its Assembly, a foretaste of the one united church. It takes a lead in full 
participation for women in all ministries of the church. It supports 
liberation movements and fosters ecumenical theology. It stimulates the 
churches to institutionalize these ecumenical discoveries, even when they do 

not fit into their schemes. 


To be sure, some high expectations of the seventies have now given way to a more 
cautious process. The road has become more narrow. In the field of study, 
however, a growing convergence is to be found. The most significant example is 
that of the Lima text on baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM). Also in the 
field of mission and of ecumenical formation, many forms of RvOpe mae sane can be 
found. 


When the pope shakes hands with the WCC general secretary, two strong convictions 
are brought together. The pope's ministry is to provide a new universal profile 
to a strong Roman Catholic Church, sure of its identity, calling, faith and 
discipline, in order to cope with the demands of the future. The WCC ministry 

is to urge all churches to go beyond each identity, to assist them to learn to 
need one another in order to grow to new communion, and to share the gifts of God 
and..the gifts of one another, as it is only in this way that the world may believe 
and the Kingdom of Ged will be prepared. The visit of the pope to Geneva is thus 
of utmost significance. Will these convictions exclude each other or will they 
grow into deepened unity? 


---The ecumenical process in itself is irreversible - not because of our strong 
will, but because of the Lord himself who prays for it and because of the abundant 
gift of the Holy Spirit. EPS: 


ECUVIEW/Marlin VanElderen: 


"WCC-RC Relationships" 


EPS 84.06.1009 


The followtng appeared tn the May 1983 tssue of the WCC magazine "One World". 
The reference to the "forthcoming Vancouver assembly" of the WCC ts to the 


meeting held last July and August. 


and Ecumentes at Ruhr University, Bochum, FRG. 


catholics and the WCC: 
where are things headed? 


ve Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
forld Council of Churches has just released its Fifth Report. Though ecu- 
enical progress is more deliberate these days than when the group 
sagan its work 18 years ago, the need for Christian unity is more urgent 


jan ever. 


-ormer hesitations concerning the pos- 
dility of early understanding and coop- 
ation [between the World Council of 
hurches and the Roman Catholic 
hurch] have proved groundless.” 

Certainly the church, moving slowly 
ce any institution, may mean something 
fferent by “early” from its normal con- 
tation. Even so, it’s hard to avoid the 
clusion that the optimism in these 
ords from the Fourth Assembly of the 
ICC (Uppsala, 1968) has not been borne 
it by the pace of ecumenical develop- 
ents in the subsequent fifteen years. 

And the likelihood of the dramatic 
ep forward for which many at Uppsala 
oked hopefully — a Roman Catholic 
plication for WCC membership — 
ems far more remote today than it was 
that time, and is indeed seldom men- 
oned in current discussions of Roman 
atholic-WCC relations. 

What has happened to those dreams? 
nd, more importantly, what does the 
irrent state of relations between the 


Roman Catholic Church and the WCC 
presage for the years ahead? 

One indicator of the situation between 
the Vatican and Geneva is the ongoing 
agenda — as reflected in five extensive 
reports, the last of them just released — 
of the Joint Working Group (JWG) 
between the Roman Catholic Church and 
the WCC. 

Established in 1965 in a climate of 
ecumenical excitement following the 
Second Vatican Council, the JWG got off 
to what might be described as a running 
start. Its first two official reports were 
published in 1966 and 1967; its third 
report in 1971 coincided with the appear- 
ance of substantive reports from two joint 
study commissions. As significant as the 
JWG’s own work was the lively discus- 
sion it engendered among theologians. 

Since the early 1970s, however, the 
ecumenical theological community has 
been virtually silent on this subject. The 
preface to a 1972 JWG study, signed by 
Cardinal Willebrands, president of the 


he late Pope Paul VI, during a 1969 visit to the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, with then-WCC 


eneral Secretary Eugene Carson Blake. 


Konrad Ratser ts now Professor of Theotogy 


Vatican’s Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity (SPCU) and WCC Gen- 
eral Secretary Eugene Carson Blake, 
stated that Roman Catholic membership 
in the WCC was not to be expected “in 
the near future”. Whether or not this rep- 
resented the dash of realism that cooled 
interest in JWG activities, international 
ecumenical cooperation between the 
WCC and the Roman Catholic Church 
has not been a high-profile discussion 
topic since the early 1970s. Not until 1975 
— at the time of the WCC’s Fifth 
Assembly in Nairobi — was the JWG’s 
Fourth Report released, and the new one 
comes seven years later. 

Yet the JWG’s Fifth Report makes it 
clear that its agenda has become more 
urgent even while general interest in it has 
waned. “More than ever before, division 
among Christians impedes the mission of 
the church to humankind, obscuring the 
path of reconciliation, muffling the voice 
of hope. The church will assume its 
calling... only when the oneness which is 
the gift of Christ is radiantly perceptible.” 


Not the only barometer 


WCC Deputy General Secretary 
Konrad Raiser, of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, has been active in 
the JWG for many years. He warns 
against taking institutional relationships 
as the sole barometer of relations between 
the Roman Catholic Church and the 
WCC. “On the world institutional level,” 
admits Raiser, “it would be difficult to 
say we are moving ahead but it would be 
unfair to say we are moving backward.” 

In a survey of the JWG’s_ work 
published in the latest Ecumenical Review, 
Raiser writes that “all too often people 
take for granted a state of relationships 
between the Roman Catholic Church and 
other Christian churches which only 25 
years ago would have seemed unthink- 
able”. In the interest of promoting a 
reasonably common perspective, he says, 
the thrust of the JWG’s work today “may 
not be very inspiring, but it is firmly re- 
alistic”’. 

Fundamental to the common under- 
standing behind this search for oneness is 
the assumption that the Roman Catholic 
Church and the WCC and its member 
churches share in one and the same ecu- 
menical movement. This commitment, 
articulated in the JWG’s first and second 
reports, is reiterated in the latest one. But 
such a stand, says Raiser, “‘can only 
remain true as long as there is a common 
perspective on where we are moving”. 

Raiser contrasts today’s situation with 
the prevalent attitude before the Second 
Vatican Council, “when ecumenism for 
the Roman Catholic Church implied a 


ECUVIEW: "WCC-RC/2 


return to Rome”. Those days are past. 
And the JWG report points to growing 
agreement on “the vision of the one 
church as a conciliar fellowship of local 
churches which are themselves truly 
united”’. ; 

Of course, statements about coopera- 
tion are not the goal of ecumenical 
activity. Gains in understanding have to 
be consolidated; and these advances, says 
Raiser, no matter how small and unspec- 
tacular, “imply an obligation to move for- 
ward and...confront the new difficulties 
and even tensions”. 

What are some of the elements of 
WCC-Roman_ Catholic _ relationships 
which have led the optimism of the late 
1960s to give way to the realism of the 
1980s? What accounts for the “difficulties 
and tensions” in this encounter? 

Perhaps the largest single factor is the 
unique self-understanding of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Unlike WCC member 
churches, which are for the most part 
nationally constituted, the Roman 
Catholic Church sees itself as a universal 
body with a universal mission, a univer- 
sally valid system of doctrine, and a cen- 
tralized church government codified in 
_ canon law. 

Complicating matters further is the 
status of the Holy See in international 
relations. In contrast to the WCC and its 
member churches, whose contacts with 
nations and with the United Nations are 
those of a nongovernmental organization, 
the Vatican has diplomatic ties with many 
governments and is a member of several 
UN agencies. 

This status of the Vatican brings with 
it advantages and disadvantages, Thomas 
Sieger Derr argues in his new book Bar- 
riers to Ecumenism. Vatican diplomacy 
may serve the interests of justice and 
peace; but acting on the stage of interna- 
tional politics may also threaten its char- 
acter as a church. In any case, this differ- 
ence of status between the WCC and the 
Vatican ‘‘may have a negative impact on 
their relations when they address an issue 
jointly”, Derr says, since the nature of 
Roman Catholic involvement in interna- 


tional politics sets it apart and may even | 


isolate it from other churches in that 
arena. 

Even so, the purely structural ob- 
stacles to Roman Catholic membership in 
the WCC are not insurmountable, Raiser 
says. The more pertinent question, 
though, is whether Roman Catholic mem- 
bership would in fact decrease the diffi- 
culties in the relationship. On that point, 
Raiser argues that evidence from some of 
the national and local councils of 
churches in which the Roman Catholic 
Church is a member points in the oppo- 
site direction. 


It is, to be sure, at the “grassroots” 
that some have seen the most hopeful 
signs for the future of the encounter 
between Roman Catholics and WCC 
member churches. French Dominican 
priest René Beaupére has written recently 
that “progress in ecumenism today is 
being made chiefly at the local, national 
and regional levels’’. Institutionally, this 
creates problems in both Geneva and 
Rome, says Beaupére, “because each in 
its own way has international scope. Both 
are expected to play a stimulating, coor- 
dinating role, but to do so without taking 
the place, the one of its member churches, 
the other of local Catholic churches. Yet 
the temptation for both to become a kind 
of superchurch is very strong.” 

Raiser cautions against overstating the 
potential at these levels. Although ecu- 
menically committed Roman Catholic 
bishops in many parts of the world have 
allowed the priests in their dioceses con- 
siderable room for ecumenical explora- 
tion, there are many signs that the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy today is much more 
cautious in this area. 


Growing caution 


As the generation of bishops who 
lived through and were profoundly 
marked by the changes of the Second 
Vatican Council reaches retirement age, 
notes Raiser, they are being succeeded by 
those for whom Vatican II is part of the 
tradition. The changes it brought about 
are accepted, but a growing concern to 
“re-establish a clear sense of Roman 
Catholic integrity” is evident. 

What is more worrisome, Raiser sug- 
gests, is the growing official caution about 
ecumenical relations among all churches 
everywhere. “When those who are most 
committed to the ecumenical movement 
in the Roman Catholic Church and the 
member churches of the WCC become 
increasingly marginalized,” he warns, 
“when the ecumenical movement is 
pushed into confrontation with the 
churches, simply looking to the local level 
does not provide an easy way out.” 

Another element affecting WCC- 
Roman Catholic relations is the ongoing 
bilateral conversations between Catholics 
and other major Christian traditions. 
While necessary and useful, Raiser says, 
this kind of ecumenical dialogue also has 
its limits. 

To the extent that these “bilaterals” 
concentrate on doctrinal issues, they are 
not well equipped to deal with what 
many believe are the knottier issues 
keeping churches apart: differences in 
church government, culture and piety. 
And even within the theological realm, 
ecclesiological questions like the per- 
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plexing one of church authority can reall 
surface effectively only in a _ forur 
broader than that offered by two trad 
tions talking together. 

No discussion about the Roma 
Catholic Church these days can lon 
avoid the figure of Pope John Paul IT. Hi 
Polish origins, his well-publicized travel: 
and his general public visibility combin 
to personalize the long-disputed issue ¢ 


_ the papacy. As far as ecumenical relatior 


are concerned, the present Pope’s stat 
ments reflect no turning back from th 
Second Vatican Council. Yet it is equall 
clear from John Paul’s actions and pr 
grammatic initiatives that ecumenism fe 
him has a lower priority than the intern 
cohesion of the Roman Catholic Churel 

The Pope’s concern for reinvigoratin 
the spiritual disciplines of his church wi 
no doubt be reflected in the Synod ¢ 
Bishops later this year, whose theme 
penance. Similarly, his unanticipate 
decision to declare 1983 a special hol 
year reflects his sense that it is importat 
for a church to be publicly visible. 

As Raiser sees it, the dramatic style ¢ 
Pope John Paul II only makes it the mor 
imperative for the WCC to view its rel 
tionship as being with the Roma 
Catholic Church — a community 1 
many ways as vast and diverse as th 
WCC itself — and not with the person ¢ 
the Pope. Specific criticisms of the Pope 
actions and statements from non-Roma 
Catholic Christians, he points out, offte 
echo those made by Roman Cathol 
theologians. 

At the WCC’s forthcoming Vancouv 
assembly the official Roman Cathol 
delegation will be the largest ever | 
attend. Some of these Roman Cathol 
participants will be relatively new to th 
ecumenical contact, but there are also 
number who have been fully involved | 
earlier WCC-Roman Catholic encow 
ters. And, from an official point of viel 
there will be several members of the Vz 
ican’s secretariat for Christian unity in th 
Catholic delegation. 

Roman Catholic participants at Va 
couver will take an active role in the pr 
ceedings, Raiser says, including the fo 
mulation and drafting of documents. 
hope their participation in the assemb 
will provide an incentive to reinforce o 
common ecumenical commitment,” | 
adds. ¢ 

“The process will be longer than W 
anticipated a decade ago,” Raiser CO 
cludes in his Ecumenical Review essa 
“But it is irreversible, since it does n 
depend on human initiative and plannit 
alone, but is a manifestation of what Gc 
is doing through the Holy Spirit in ord 
to bring his people into one.” 

Marlin J. VanElder 


ECUVIEW/Konrad Raiser: "WCC-RC Relationships" EPS 84.06.110 


The following ts abridged and updated from "Beyond Collaboration" (Eeumentcal 
Review, Aprtl 1983). 


In 1965 a Joint Working Group (JWG) was established between the World 

Council of Churches (WCC) and the Roman Catholic Church (RCC). The initial 
seven years of the JWG coincided with the pioneering period of ecumenical 
initiatives following the Second Vatican Council. Encouraged by positive 
experiences of collaboration at various levels (linking corresponding depart- 
ments, ecumenical dialogue, broad agreement on nature of ecumenical dialogue), 
the JWG formed two study commissions: Catholicity and Apostolocity and 
Common Witness and Proselytism Throughout, a hopeful note seems to be 
reflected in a wide range of actions at different levels of the relationship. 


Another study was initiated in 1969 to explore in detail the question of 
possible membership of the RCC in the WCC. When the report of the membership 
question was published in 1972 it received a reserved reaction and initiated 

a period of critical assessment and reorientation of cooperation. A fourth 
official report was presented at the WCC assembly in Nairobi without notable 
developments. The fifth and last report on the WCC/RCC relationship 

so far evaluates the preceding 10-year period. 


The following survey provides some additional background to that report. 


Common ground is reaffirmed. the RCC and the member churches of the WCC,in 
their bilateral and multilateral relationships, share in the same ecumenical 
movement. More and more they are drawn to a common commitment towards the 
goal of unity. There appears to be a growing understanding that the vision 
of the one Church can be manifested as a conciliar fellowship of local 
churches which are themselves truly united. 


Cooperation cannot remain an end in itself, but must constantly aim at deepening 
ecclesial communion. Common heritage and striking convergences emerged from 
ongoing theological work over the last decade. This implies an obligation to 
move forward and make it possible at the same time to confront the new 
difficulties and tensions: namely, that the RCC and WCC are very different 

in basic self-understanding and have different structures and follow different 
methods of working. There are dissimilarities between a council of churches 
and a church with a worldwide extension. 


As the discussion of RCC membership in the WCC led to reserved or negative 
reactions on the part of the RCC authorities questions arise: Had the issue 
been raised prematurely? Had the matter not been studied sufficiently? Had 
difficulties of ecclesiological, political and pastoral nature which RCC entry 
would have created for both bodies been underestimated? Had there been a 
change of policy on the part of the RCC authorities? On the WCC side it was 
assumed that the judgement on the RCC membership question - "not in immediate 
future", as reconfirmed in the fifth report of JWG, reflects the highest 

level policy choice within the RCC. Whatever the reasons which led to this 
negative decision, the atmosphere had changed from strong optimism to prudence. 
For the time being no further structural and institutional links between the 
two bodies would be developed, existing ones coming under critical scrutiny - 
especially when they were aiming at common witness in the social field. 


Also within the total scope of the ecumenical relationships established 

by the RCC following the Second Vatican Council, their priority attention 
shifted from relationships with the WCC to bilateral conversations with major 
Christian world communions. Until the membership question was demoted most 
of those had been moving into official doctrinal dialogue. Consequences of 
a slow-down in relations were immediately visible in three areas of 
collaboration which until then represented especially notable examples 

of growth: Christian Medical Commission (formed in 1967 at the WCC, later 


(over) 
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enlarged by five RC consultants and RC staff position, which was discontinued), 
Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group (dissolved when no agreement could be 

reached on future collaboration), Joint Committee on Society, Development and 
Peace (SOEDEPAX), (drastically reduced in 1972 and programme terminated in 
1980). The SODEPAX case seemed the clearest example of problems encountered 

by the JWG after membership study. Formed in 1968 as a result of a joint 
conference on issues of development, SODEPAX fully explored the possibilities 
of its experimental mandate as a truly joint operation. There had been 

hopes for SODEPAX to serve as the catalyst for a process of deepened relation- 
ships between its parent bodies - the Pontifical Commission on Justice and 
Peace and the WCC. 


The coincidence of three discontinued programmes led to a temporary "'crisis 

of confidence" in the JWG, prompting reorganization of work. The JWG then 

turned its attention to issues of local ecumenism such as: survey of RCC 
participation in councils of churches; study of forms of ecumenical collaboration 
to provide guidelines to Catholic bishops and episcopal conferences based on 

the Conciliar Decree on Ecumenism; annual celebration of the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity. 


Since 1978-79 the attention of the JWG has shifted to 

the issues of collaboration in the field of social thought and action, i.e.: 
differences in self-understanding and mode of operation of the two partners as 
they act in the social field; areas of convergence and of divergence in the 
social thinking of both sides; joint reflection on the theological and 
ecclesiological basis of the churches’ social action. Joint initiatives 
regarding the International Year of Disabled Persons, human rights and religious 
liberty, the armament issue were also considered, but after SODEPAX no new 
instrument had been developed to implement these. 


In 1981 a consultation resulted in agreement to establish the "Joint Consultative 
Group on Social Thought and Action" (JCG),a specialized group which cooperates 
with the Joint Working Group in the field of collaboration on social questions 

of concern to the Holy See and the WCC. Social questions are understood as 
issues of justice among peoples, groups and individuals, with economic, ‘cultural, 
political and theological connotations. 


The Faith and Order Commission in presenting the ecumenical convergence 

texts on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry in Peru in 1982 had full participation 
of RCC officials. Other areas of intensive collaboration: WCC Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism in which a RC consultant is now working; dialogue 
with people of living faiths; Christian medical work; activities in science and 
technology; programmes at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, with a RC “tutor 
and several RC students. 


In April 1984, JCG participants agreed to proposed continuation of the JCG as: 

(a) a forum for the exchange of information on the activities and programmes 

being carried out by constituent members in the field of social thought and action 
as well as informing one another in good time about programmes in process of 
formation; (b) means of deepening mutual understanding between its constituent 
members; (c) a regular forum to consider themes of mutual interest and to exchange 
information on regional situations and world-wide issues of interest to the 
participants. (d) a forum for encouraging and facilitating greater collaboration 
reinforcing relationships between the constituent members, and providing an 
evaluation of these relationships in its reports to the Joint Working Group. 
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SHOPTALK 


The WCC central committee meets in Geneva 9-18 July. Journalists 
who wish accreditation to cover it in person should contact 
Susanne Bredow (WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211l Geneva 20) 
bye ouey. 


EPS will increase its frequency during the committee period, 

in particular in connection with the selection of a new genera. 
secretary to succeed the retiring Philip Potter. The committee's 
closed session to take that decision is currently scheduied 

for the morning (Geneva time) of 12 July. 


Journalists who will not be present, but who have deadlines 
which would not be met by the EPS mailings, should communicate 
their special coverage requests to the EPS office, also by 1 July. 


+++ + 4+ 


EPS is conducting a readership survey. Forms have been mailed 
to a random selection of the mailing list. De you ora not 
receive a form, but would nonetheless be willing to complete 
the survey, please let us know. Though for the sake of 
statistical accuracy these supplemental responses would be 
tabulated separately, we would welcome the additional input 
from subscribers. 


+++ + 4+ 


Journalists who need sections of Pope John Paul's address 
(EPS 84.06.113) which were not reprinted in EPS can have the 
full text..on request. 


+++ + 4+ 


Thomas Hartley Dorris 
Editor 


POPE JOHN PAUL II VISITS Ecumenical Press 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Service 84.06.11] 


GENEVA (EPS) - Representatives of the World Council of Churches and the 
Vatican renewed their "commitment to work for the unity of all Christians" 
after a nearly three-hour visit by Pope John Paul II to WCC headquarters, 

at the Ecumenical Center here (12 June). The Roman Catholic Church does not 
belong to the WCC, though it is a full member of the WCC Faith and Order 
Commission. Various joint WCC-RC projects also exist. Virtually all other 
Christian traditions are represented in WCC membership. 


The joint statement (EPS 84.06.112), by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter 
and Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, president of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, offers "prayer in penitence for our divisions 

and disobedience. Disagreements on important questions of doctrine, social 
issues and pastoral practice," it continues, "still keep Christians apart.... 
[is our cenviction.that the unity,of sald. Christians -and "common awitné'ss.an 
the world belong together." 


The WCC-Vatican Joint Working Group, formed in 1965, is to "give priority to 
clarifying the goal and furthering the ways towards unity, to common witness, 
to social collaboration, and to ecumenical formation at all levels." 


The wording of the statement - 13 points with 14 footnotes - is the result of 
several drafts and many weeks of discussions between Vatican and WCC officials. 
Willebrands said it would give "a new impulse"to WCC-Vatican collaboration. 


John Paul came to the heavily guarded center 15 years and two days after the 
first such papal visit, for an hour by Pope Paul VI in 1969 (EPS 84.06.104). 
The WCC stop came on the first of his six days in Switzerland. He was met at 
the door by Potter, WCC Moderator Heinz Joachim Held (United, FRG) and Vice 
Moderator Sylvia Ross Talbot (Methodist, US). Special WCC banners and 
displays decorated the entry area. 


After introductions, the visit began with 90 minutes of worship. The service, 
two days after the annual Christian celebration of Pentecost, which marks the 
coming of the Holy Spirit to the first Christians 50 days after Jesus' 
resurrection, was televised live. Potter began with a prayer that the 
meeting "be for all of us a step forward in our search for the UMPey or tie 
church." He prayed also that "through our praise, prayers and actions, 

we may bear witness to our longing that all may be one so that the world may 
believe." 


During an act of penitence, which Held led in English and German, the congregation 
asked pardon for "our divisions and for our failure to overcome them." 

Lessons from the Old and New Testaments were read by Talbot and Eastern 

Orthodox Metropolitan Emilianos, representative to the WCC of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. (He substituted for his fellow bishop, Chrysostomos of Myra, 

the other WCC vice moderator, who did not attend because of illness.) 


Between a 17-minute address by Potter (in English) and one of 37 minutes by 
John Paul (in French), the congregation sang a version of the New Testament 
"Song of Mary" (Luke 1) set to an Indonesian tune. 


In their talks (EPS 84.06.113,114), general secretary and pope each recalled 
areas of WCC-Vatican cooperation in the two decades since the Second Vatican 
Council (1962-65). Potter spoke of efforts toward visible church unity; 
common witness; joint "engagement for human dignity, justice, and peace"; and 
"ecumenical formation." 


He said the pope's visit is a "clear indication of our united determination 
to proclaim and live the gospel in word and deed, and also to seek to follow 
the prayer of our Lord that we may be one that the world may believe that he 
whose name we bear was sent for its salvation. But," he continued, "this 
determination must be expressed in our active involvement together, beyond 
formal collaboration...." 


(more) 
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Potter noted social questions as an area in which "we have encountered the 
tragedy of our divisions between the churches and within them....It is 
imperative," he said, "that we intensify our efforts together not only to 
work for justice and peace, but also to seek to overcome the tensions and 
divisions which arise when Christians are in conflict on the means towards 
peace with justice." 


The pope, who referred to himself as "bishop of Rome," spoke of various 


ways in which WCC and Vatican affirmations "express the same conviction" or 
"intersect at several points." He recalled "our common baptism...communion 
in our respect for the Word of God," growing unity in concern for prayer and 
discerning the will of the Holy Spirit, joint theological work, and "common 
service of humanity in the name of the gospel." 


Like Potter, John Paul noted some differences in the area of social questions 
- about "means" and "positions," even though "we witness to one and the same 
vision, based on the same reading of the gospel....What unites us already 
allows us to hope that a day will come when we shall arrive at a convergence 
on this fundamental ground." 


The pope also referred to the Roman Catholic conviction that "in the ministry 
of the bishop of Rome it has preserved the visible pole and guarantee of 
unity in full fidelity to the apostolic tradition and to the faith of the 
Fathers."' He said "fidelity to Christ forbids us to give it up. We also 
know that it is a difficulty for most of you, whose memories are perhaps 
marked by certain sorrowful recollections for which my predecessor Pope Paul 
VI asked your forgiveness. But we have to discuss this in all frankness and 
friendship...." 


He reiterated his wish that WCC-Vatican "collaboration...increase and intensify 
wherever possible." He said Roman Catholicism has a "firm determination...to 
do everything to ensure that one day the restored" Christian community of 

faith "may shine forth." 


After the congregation "confessed together our common faith," worship concluded 
with prayers in French, German, English, and Spanish led by Held and Marga 
Biihrig (Reformed, Switzerland), one of the seven WCC presidents. Petitions 
were offered for the church and its unity, common witness, the human condition, 
and justice and peace. Then came a concluding prayer by the pope and the 
Lord's Prayer by all, in several languages. 


Following worship, the pope and other Vatican representatives, senior WCC staff 
members, and representatives of other church organisations in the building 
(Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Conference 

of European Churches) met in the large conference hall next to the chapel for 
an hour of private "dialogue and discussion." 


At its beginning, the centre concierge, who is Polish, presented the pope 

with tea and a traditional Polish Pentecost cake. Then he and Potter exchanged 
gifts. Potter gave John Paul a limited edition "atmos" table clock with a 
biblical inscription in Greek ("That they may be one..." - John 17:21), and a 
glass cover engraved with the symbol of the ecumenical movement. The pope 

gave the general secretary a facsimile of portions of a fourth century 

Vatican biblical manuscript. 


After the closed session, which Potter called "fruitful and stimulating," 
there was an exchange of peace (with Potter and John Paul embracing each 
other), a benediction by the pope, and a liturgical dismissal by Potter. To 
applause from the spectators in the center, and also from a crowd outside, 
the pope and his party left in a motorcade escorted by police. 


The WCC held its first assembly in Amsterdam in 1948. It now groups 301 
Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Reformed, Anglican, Lutheran, Baptist, 


Methodist, Old Catholic, Pentecostal, Disciples, Quaker, United, Independent, 
and other denominations in more than 100 countries. 
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The following was tssued by World Counetl of Churches General Secretary Philip 
Potter and Johannes Cardinal Witllebrands, prestdent of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Chrtsttan Untty. (The footnotes, omitted, are available on 
request. ) 


1. On the occasion of the visit of His Holiness Pope John Paul II to the World 
Council of Churches, we give thanks for what God is doing to bring Christians and 
their churches and communities closer together through the ecumenical movement, 
which is a gift of His grace. Through the Holy Spirit He is gathering scattered 
children into one people and putting into their hearts a longing for one visible 
Church of God, a Church truly universal and sent forth to the whole world (1). 


pap This visit takes places fifteen years after Pope Paul VI came here and 
described his presence in the Ecumenical Centre as "a clear sign of the Christian 
fellowship which already exists between all the baptized and thus between the 
member churches of the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church" (2). 


us ey Impelled by the power of the Holy Spirit at this time of Pentecost, we renew 
our commitment to work for the unity of all Christians, a work which is sustained 
by the vision of "visible unity in one faith and one eucharistic fellowship 


expressed in worship and in common life in Christ" (3). By calling the churches 
to engage in encounter and exchange, the World Council of Churches has played a 
significant role in promoting this ecumenical vision. This vision is also 


expressed by the Roman Catholic Church in the documents of the Second Vatican 
Council and particularly in its decree on ecumenism. 


4. Today, we pray in the words of Pope John Paul II for "ways whereby we may 
bear witness to the faith that we already share and to the real, though incomplete, 
fellowship which already unites us in Christ and in the mystery of his Church"(4). 


5. We offer this prayer in penitence for our divisions and disobedience. 
Disagreements on important questions of doctrine, social issues and pastoral 
practice still keep Christians apart and "damage that most holy cause, the 
preaching of the gospel to every creature'(5). "The power of evangelization will 
find itself considerably diminished if those who proclaim the gospel are divided 
among themselves in all sorts of ways. The division among Christians is a 
serious reality which impedes the very work of Christ" (6). Indeed it is our 
conviction that the unity of all Christian and common witness in the world belong 
together. 


6. When we pray together as we have done today we experience the deep bonds 
which already join us to Christ, the head of the body and to each other. Yet 
"this fellowship in prayer sharpens the pain of the churches' division at the 
point of eucharistic fellowship which should be the most manifest witness to the 
sacrifice of Christ for the whole world"(7). We are constantly challenged 
therefore to be "built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" (8). 


Ne Steps towards unity and common witness are made more possible by the 
growing convergence in our understanding of the authority of God's word in the 
Bible, of the ancient creeds and the faith which they affirm. Above all they 
are sustained by and dependent on constant and even stronger intercession in 
which all Christians bring each other and all people before God, drawing on the 
deepest wellsprings of unity through the mystery of prayer. The Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity plays an important role in calling all Christians everywhere 
to join in common prayer which is essential for our search for fuller unity. 


(over ) 
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8. There is a "growing awareness of the essential oneness of the people of 
God in each place and in all places, a oneness based on the real, though 
imperfect, communion existing between all who believe in Christ and are 
baptized in his name"(9). | Even though much needs still to be done "to 
overcome the obstacles standing in the way to perfect ecclesial communion"(10), 
yet we recognize the considerable potential of this existing communion for 

the proclamation of the gospel. 


9. In the last twenty years "all over the world Christians and churches have 
increasingly been able to give common witness'"(11). This witness, rooted in 
common prayer and expressed in committed fellowship and in common engagement 
at local levels, tends to deepen the communion in the Spirit and to give 
visible expression to it (12). 


10. We are grateful for our joint endeavour in the Commission on Faith and 
Order of the World Council of Churches to produce the statement on "Baptism, 
Eucharist and Ministry". This represents "the significant theological 


convergence which Faith and Order has discerned and formulated" (13) and points 
in a promising direction. We pray that the Holy Spirit dwelling in those who 
believe may illuminate our minds and prepare our hearts so that the remaining 
obstacles to full communion among Christians may be overcome. We long for 
such a communion based on one baptism, united in confessing the one apostolic 
faith, served by one apostolic ministry and expressed in a common celebration 
of the eucharist, to the glory of God and for the salvation of humankind. 


11. Urgent too is common witness given in relief of human need and in 
affirming that justice must be expressed in human lives and in the structures 
of society. This will mean an effort to give more effective expression to 
initiatives of social collaboration, engaging closely the partners on both 
sides, seeking to take up some of the most pressing issues together, especially 
the concern for world peace. Through such collaboration we can proclaim a 
message of hope and peace in a broken world. 


12. Such steps in our ecumenical journey will be served by the renewed 
mandate of the Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches, which for almost twenty years has fostered the 
relationship between the two partners. In this new period it will continue 
to seek ways to promote unity, performing the tasks outlined in its Fifth 
Report. It will give priority to clarifying the goal and furthering the way 
towards unity, to common witness, to social collaboration and to ecumenical 
formation at all levels. 


13. We are brothers and sisters in Christ who has given us the gift of new 
life for the glory of God. Today's meeting expresses something of what links 
us together in a common calling and of our responsibility towards each other as 
members of Christ. May it be an occasion of hope, a sign of things to come, 

a fruitful response to God's will and to the prayer of our Lord that "they may 
all be one so that the world may believe" (14). 


EPS 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph.1,2). 


1. Thank you for having invited me to visit you here in the Ecumenical Centre during my visit to the 
Catholics of Switzerland. How fitting it is that we should meet to pray together and to talk as brothers 
and sisters at this season of the year when Christians throughout the world celebrate the event of 
Pentecost. For in the words of St Ireneaus: "At Pentecost ... the Spirit came down upon the disciples 
with power to grant all nations entry into life and to open the new testament. And so in every language 
they sang a hymn to God in unison; for the Spirit brought the scattered race together into unity and 
offered to the Father the first fruits of all the nations" (St Ireneaus: Ad Hear. III, 17,2). Pentecost, 
the gift of the Spirit, is for the Church the ever living source of its unity and the beginning of its 
mission. Our meeting coincides with the spirit of these days. 


The simple fact of my presence here among you, as Bishop of Rome paying a fraternal visit to the 
World Council of Churches, is a sign of this will for unity. From the beginning of my ministry as 
Bishop of Rome, I have insisted that the engagement of the Catholic Church in the ecumenical movement is 
irreversible and that the search for unity was one of its pastoral priorities. [cf£. Invitation to Prayer 
for the Sixth Assembly of the WCC, 24 July 1983 (L'Osservatore Romano of 24 July 1983) ]. The New Code of 
Canon Law as well expresses very clearly the obligation of the Catholic Bishops to promote the ecumenical 
movement in conformity with Christ's will. (Canon 755,41). 


2. To be sure the Catholic Church entered on the hard ecumenical task bringing with it a conviction. 
Despite the moral afflictions which have marked the life of its members and even of its leaders in the 
course of history, it is convinced that in the ministry of the bishop of Rome it has preserved the visible 
pole and guarantee of unity in full fidelity to the apostolic tradition and to the faith of the Fathers. 

St Ignatius of Antioch in his time greeted the Church "which presides in the region of the Romans" as that 
"which presides in charity" over the communion. The Catholic Church believes that the bishop who presides 
over the life of that local Church which is made fruitful by the blood of Peter and Paul received from the 
Lord the mission of remaining as witness to the faith which was confessed by these two leaders of the 
apostolic community and which, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, brings about the unity of believers. To 
be in communion with the Bishop of Rome is to give visible evidence that one is in communion with all who 
confess that same faith, with those who have confessed it since Pentecost, and with those who will confess 
it until the Day of the Lord shall come. That is our Catholic conviction and our fidelity to Christ 
forbids us to give it up. We also know that it is a difficulty for most of you, whose memories are 
perhaps marked by certain sorrowful recollections for which my predecessor Paul Paul VI asked your 
forgiveness. But we have to discuss this in all frankness and friendship, with the seriousness full of 
the promise shown in the work done to prepare the Faith and Order study on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry. 
If the ecumenical movement is really led by the Holy Spirit the time for that will come. 


S\A The Catholic Church and the member churches of the World Council of Churches have a long history in 
common; we share painful memories of dramatic separations and reciprocal polemics which profoundly wounded 
unity. It is a history in which we never ceased to have in common many of the elements and endowments 
which together build up and give life to the Church (cf. The Decree on Ecumenism N.3). Now this history 
is becoming the discovery of the incomplete but real communion which exists between us. All the elements 
which go to make it up, or ought to do so, are progressively put in their true perspective with all the 
consequences that this new perception signifies for collaboration between us and for common witness. 


4. To begin with we have become aware of our common baptism and its significance. Here the affirmations 
of the New Delhi or Evanston Assemblies express the same conviction as the Second Vatican Council's Decree 
on Ecumenism: "By the sacrament of baptism, whenever it is properly conferred in the way the Lord 
determined, and received with proper dispositions of soul, man becomes truly incorporated into the 
crucified and glorified Christ. (...) Baptism therefore constitutes the sacramental bond of unity existing 
among all who are reborn through it" (Decree on Ecumenism N.22). Sure enough "baptism, of itself, is 

only a beginning, a point of departure, for it is wholly directed towards the acquiring of fulness of life 
in Christ" (idem). But baptized with a true baptism, we are all enveloped in the same indivisible love of 
the Father, given life by the same indivisible Spirit of God, incorporated into the only Son. If we are 
divided among ourselves, we are all held in the same clasp by what St Ireneaus called "the two hands of the 
Father" (the Son and the Spirit). That is what impels us to knit again the communion between us. It is 
a matter of accepting to be what we are for God in virtue of "one baptism" because of "one God and Father 
of us all who is above all and through all and in all" (Eph. 46) Although we are still divided, we are 
nevertheless all in the mystery of Pentecost which is reversing Babel. In this way our divisions stand 
out against the existing unity and because of it are only more scandalous. 


ls Together we have learned to be in communion in our respect for the Word of God. Thanks to the renewal 
of biblical studies in which the exegetes of all Christian confessions have worked side by side, some of the 
old polemics which have set us against each other for centuries are shown to be futile. Here we cannot 

but mention Cardinal Bea who consecrated to the service of unity the last ten years of a long life dedicated 
to the study and teaching of Scripture. When the Second Vatican Council affirmed: "It follows that all 
the preaching of the Church, as indeed the entire Christian religion, should be nourished and ruled by 
Sacred Scripture" (Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation N.21) it was only expressing a common 
certitude. More and more the Word of God is understood in reference to the life and witness of the 
ecclesial community which is animated by that Spirit of whom Jesus said: "He will teach you all things". 
"he will guide you into all truth" (John 14,26; 16,13). Even if we are not yet fully in accord on the 
interpretation of certain important points of this Word of God, must we not stress the positive significance 
of this growing unanimity? 


[Sections 6, 7 & 8 deal with "the whole role of the Holy Spirit", "our prayer", and the "wide range of 
collaboration [which] has developed. In the first place this is found in the serious and persevering 
research of the [WCC] Faith and Order Conmmission."] 


(over) 
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9. In fact a common service of humanity in the name of the Gospel is a necessary way of doing the truth 
and of going towards the light (cf. John 3,21). It is not by accident that the declarations of the 
Assembly at Uppsala on the service of creation and those of the Pastoral Constitution of the Second Vatican 
Council on the Church in the Modern World intersect at several points. The quest of the World Council of 
Churches for justice and peace, its commitment to the service of the poor and the unfortunate, its incessant 
work for the defence of liberty and human rights meets the constant care of the Catholic communities. The 
defence of human beings and their dignity, their liberty, their rights, the fuller meaning of their 
existence, are a major concern of the Catholic Church. Wherever it can, it strives to make its 
contribution to promoting the conditions required for human development in the full truth of human 
existence created and redeemed by God, convinced that "man is the primary route that the Church must travel 


in fulfilling her mission" (Redemptor Hominis N.14). By intervening in favour of human beings, whatever 
be the political regime of the country, it insists on making the distinction and relative autonomy of 
Church from State. It is respectful of the noble and difficult function of those who have charge of the 


common good. It undertakes a dialogue with them and enters into the stable relation of a common agreement 
to enable peace and justice to progress. At the same time it judges that it is not its role to intervene 
in the forms of government which people choose for their temporal affairs nor to preach violence in order 
to change them. But it invites its lay members to take an active part in their administration and 
orientation according to evangelical principles and it keeps its freedom in order to judge from an ethical 
point of view the conditions which favour the progress of persons and of communities, or which, on the 
contrary, are gravely harmful to the rights of persons or to civil and religious liberty (cf. Gaudium et 
Spes NN.42,75). 


On the latter point the Catholic Church desires that other Christian Churches and communities should 
raise their voices along with hers so that the citizens’ authentic freedom of conscience and of worship be 
guaranteed as well as the liberty of the Churches to train their ministers and to provide them with the 
means they need to develop the faith of their peoples. Many persons of good will and from international 
organizations understand today the importance of this fundamental right. But faced with the gravity of 
the facts it seems to me necessary that, together, all Christians and Christian communities - when they 
have the possibility of expressing themselves ~ should give their common witness on what is vital to them. 


10. Further we should meet together more and more in all fields where human beings, because of the burden 
of their environment experience great difficulties on the social, ethical or religious levels, in living 
according to the dignity of their vocation. So many human values - equity in relationships, authenticity 
of love, fraternal and generous openness to others - are obscured in the lives of individuals and of 
families. Despite our separations and the frequent differences in methods of operation, we often meet on 
the level of social thought and action and we witness to one and the same vision, based on the same reading 
of the Gospel. Certainly it happens that we differ about the means. Our positions on ethical questions 
are not always the same. But what unites us already allows us to hope that a day will come when we shall 
arrive at a convergence on this fundamental ground. 


[Sections 11 and 12 deal with "shared apprehension about the future of humanity" and "a common: toncern for 
evangelization”. ] 

ee For the Catholic Church it is the bishops who have the responsibility of orienting and toordinating 
all aspects of the effort of evangelization, of helping them keep their authentic inspiration, of 
respecting the essential freedom of the commitment of faith, and of keeping them from being degraded in 
proselytism or being enslaved to the ideologies of the moment. The harmonious development of a 
collaboration with the Catholic Church demands that this conviction about the mission of the bishop, which 
is also shared by several of the member Churches of the World Council, should be taken account of. 


14. It is just fifteen years since my predecessor, Pope Paul VI, came here to visit you and expressed 

his joy at the development of the relations between the World Council of Churches and the Catholic Church. 
I want to express my wish, as I have done several times, that this collaboration between us should increase 
and intensify wherever possible. The Joint Working Group between the Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches has an important task to accomplish. It must be imaginative in finding the ways which 
here and now allow us "to join in the great mission of revealing Christ to the world" (Redemptor Hominis, 
N.11). In doing this truth together we shall manifest his light. This effort towards a common witness 
is one of the priorities assigned to the Joint Working Group. It will call for a new effort of 

ecumenical formation and deepening of doctrinal understanding. Our witness cannot be truly and completely 
common until we reach unity in the confession of the apostolic faith. 


13). Today, before God and Jesus Christ, in the strength of the Holy Spirit, we can give thanks for the 
steps forward which we have taken together on the way of unity. This progress forbids us to go back. 
As I thank you for all that this Council has done since it began to help us to grow together, I can only 
remind you of the firm determination of the Catholic Church to do everything to ensure that one day the 
restored Koinonia may shine forth. And how shall we do this except in making every effort to grow in 
mutual respect and reciprocal confidence and in the common search for the one truth? The way is long. 
The necessary steps have to be respected. But we have faith in the Spirit. 


Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, like my venerated predecessor Paul VI at the beginning of the 
second session of the Second Vatican Council (29th September, 1963), precisely at the moment when it 
broached the grave question of unity, I want to be among you as a humble adorer and servant of Christ, 
of the Christ in majesty as he is represented in our splendid Churches of East and West. It is he who, 
in the glory he shared with his Father, stands above our assembly of believers and blesses it. We to 
whom are confided so many responsibilities for the Church, turn towards him and towards the Father, 
imploring the light and strength of the Holy Spirit so that we may give better witness and serve the 
salvation of men and women. Are we not a little like the Apostles gathered in the first Cenacle with 
Mary the Mother of Jesus? Christ the Redeemer is our principle, our way, our guide, our hope, our end. 
May he grant his Church on earth to be more, in his mystery and in his visible unity, an epiphany of the 


love which unites the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
FPS 
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Your Holiness, dear Brother in Christ, 


I have already expressed a word of welcome to you at the beginning of this act of common praise and prayer. 
May I repeat it again, remembering that you would have been with us three years ago, but for an attempt on 
your life. We are therefore deeply grateful that you are here today in this Ecumenical Centre, and that 
you have been preserved by God's grace to carry out your ministry in the Roman Catholic Church and to the 
world. I would like also to recognize the presence of your colleagues, and particularly of Cardinal 
Willebrands, the President of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, who for over twenty-five years 
has had close working links with the World Council of Churches and with our member churches and has done so 
much to promote the unity of the Church and its renewal for witness and service to all peoples. 


We meet appropriately at this time of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came upon the waiting, penitent people, 
who, we are told, "devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and feliowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers" (Acts 2:42). This life in the Spirit gave them boldness to act on the promise of the 
risen Christ that they would be witnesses where they were and to the end of the earth (Acts 1:8). Our 
Christian and ecclesial identity springs from the living continuity of this event when the Church was born. 


The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Uppsala in 1968, affirmed, in the section on "The 
Holy Spirit and the Catholicity of the Church": "The Church gladly confesses the Holy Spirit as The Lord, 
and giver of life. This is the eternal life which God the Father shares with all those who are in 
fellowship with his Son (I John 1:1-4). It is an inheritance of the kingdom of that Son, a kingdom which, 
though fully real, is yet to be fully realized in his coming. 


"In giving this life the Holy Spirit brings sinful men and women through repentance and Baptism into the 
universal fellowship of the forgiven; bears witness through the Church to the Truth of the Gospel, and 
makes it credible to people; builds up the Church in each place through the proclamation of the Word and 
the celebration of the Eucharist; stirs the conscience of the Church by the voice of prophets to keep 
her in the mercy and judgement of God; maintains the Church in communion and continuity with the people 
of God in all ages and places; equips the Church to accept and make use of the great variety of God's 
gifts bestowed upon its members for the enrichment of human life; empowers the Church in her unity to be 
a ferment in society, for the renewal and unity of humankind; sends men and women into the world equipped 
to prepare the way for God's rule on earth by proclaiming freedom to the captives and sight to the blind; 
awakens Christians to watch for the Lord's coming, when he will judge the living and the dead, and open 
the gates of his city to all his people. (Uppsala 1968 Report, BP.13714) 


This is an apt description of the working of the Spirit through the ecumenical movement, and especially 
through the World Council of Churches which is a fellowship of over three hundred churches in more than a 
hundred countries "which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and 
therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. When your predecessor, Pope Paul VI visited the Council in 1969, he saw it as "a clear sign of 
the Christian fellowship which already exists between all the baptized, and thus between the World Council 
and the Catholic Church". 


Pope Paul VI came here four years after the Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Chutch and the 
World Council of Churches was formed and had gone into active operation. This was the period when the 
Roman Catholic Church was going through radical renewal of life and witness after the Second Vatican 
Council. This was also the period when the World Council of Churches was seeking to hear and act boldly 
on the call of the oikoumene, the whole inhabited earth, in response to the message of the Uppsala 
Assembly: 


"We heard the cry of those who long for peace; of the hungry and exploited who demand bread and justice; 
of the victims of discrimination who claim human dignity; and of the increasing millions who seek for 
the meaning of life. God hears these cries and judges us. He also speaks the liberating Word. We 
hear him say - I go before you. Now that Christ carries away your sinful past, the Spirit frees you to 
live for others. Anticipate my Kingdom in joyful worship and daring acts." (Uppsala 1968 Report, p.5.) 


How then have the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches and its member Churches been 
faithful to our mandate in the Joint Working Group? First, we have given priority "to call the churches 
to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in 
common life in Christ, and to advance towards that unity in order that the world may believe". (WCC 
Constitution). Roman Catholics have joined with Orthodox, Anglicans and Protestants in major studies on 
the goal of unity and the steps to unity, on Catholicity and Apostolicity, on the confession of our common 
faith, and especially on those doctrines which have deeply divided the churches. Indeed, all the 
churches have now received for their comment and reception a converging theological statement on baptism, 
eucharist and ministry. 


Moreover, we have been describing the unity we seek as a conciliar fellowship of local churches which have 
their being in God as revealed in Christ and the Holy Spirit, but which manifest a rich diversity and 
develop their own personality within the integrity of the one apostolic faith. This is being increasingly 
expressed in the many ways in which churches and Christians are in fact seeking to take counsel and act 
together as a community of women and men in local, national and regional bodies and in various groups of 
witness and service. We can only rejoice at this development and encourage is 


Secondly, we have together sought to be a community of the Spirit in witnessing to our faith in each place 
and in all places. To that end, we have produced two studies on "Common Witness and Proselytism" (1970) 
and on "Common Witness" (1980). In the first study we acknowledged: "Unity in witness and witness in 
unity. This is the will of Christ for his people....The churches have the privilege and the obligation 


(over) 
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of giving witness to the truth and new life which is theirs in Christ." In the second study, we gave 
examples of how churches and Christians in different countries and in different cultural and political 
situations are endeavouring to witness together as the whole Church with the whole Gospel to the whole of 
life in the whole world in all its brokenness and its need. Through such common witness we are being 
drawn together to express a deeper unity in the Spirit and to take more courageous steps towards 
ecclesial unity. 


Thirdly, we have been deeply engaged in a common programme on Society, Development and Peace (SODEPAX) 

from 1967 to 1980. Since then, we have shared in a Joint Consultative Group on Social Thought and Action. 
This engagement was laid upon us by the demands of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have been 
impelled by his own example when he began his ministry as fulfilling the words of the prophet: "The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke 4:18-19). We recall that that very 
announcement of the Gospel message provoked the resolve to destroy Jesus himself. 


During these years millions have heard and lived out the Gospel message in situations of the violation of 
human rights; in race, class and sex oppression; in the struggles for justice, peace, the integrity of 
creation and the meaning of life. Many have paid for their witness and faithfulness by imprisonment, 
torture and death. Your Holiness has had ample opportunities to meet Christians around the world who 

are seeking to be obedient to the Gospel as a sign and sacrament of God's design to unite all peoples and 
all things in the Christ who came to give himself in service that all may share in the divine life in 
freedom, justice and peace. Certainly, the World Council of Churches has demonstrated concrete solidarity 
with the poor and the oppressed, and with all those, including Roman Catholics, who are suffering or are 

in danger because of their faithfulness to the Gospel. 


However, it has been precisely at this point that we have encountered the tragedy of our divisions between 
the churches and within them. And it is also at this time that we are facing the breakdown of any viable 
world economic and political order, and the universalising of a ruthless military culture which threatens 
humanity and God's will for the preservation of his creation. This is an urgent issue before us. Lt 1s 
imperative that we intensify our efforts together not only to work for justice and peace, but also to 

seek to overcome the tensions and divisions which arise when Christians are in conflict on the means 
towards peace with justice. 


Fourthly, in all these endeavours for unity, common witness and engagement for human dignity, justice and 
peace, we have been striving to mobilize the whole people of God in penitence and renewed spirituality; 
in recognizing and using the gifts of the Spirit in all their diversity; and in being authentic 
communities in each place as varied expressions of the universality of the Church in continuing Christ's 
redemptive ministry. This was the subject of Your Holiness' first encyclical, Redemptor Hominis, and 
you have since often spoken about it. This we have called ecumenical formation, i.e. the means by which 
men and women, young and old, the able and the disabled, have been learning to be renewed in common 
prayer and in wrestling with the Word of God, and to respond with humility and daring to the démands of 
the Gospel. Wherever this has happened it has given credibility to the churches before the world. 

But it has also increased tensions with the principalities and powers of this world and has brought out 
our own weakness within the churches as sharing in the divisions of our world. 


It is in this context that we meet here today in this year of our Lord, 1984. It is the Spirit who 
enables us to affirm our destiny to be sons and daughters of God the Father who is love and to be brothers 
and sisters in the crucified and risen Christ. It is the Spirit who at the same time makes us hear the 


groans of humanity and of creation which are waiting to be liberated from the bondage of destruction and 
death. It is this Spirit, too, who moves in our hearts and helps us in our weakness to be conformed to 
the image of God's Son. It is he who reminds us that the Church is sign and sacrament of the Kingdom of 
God, who is carrying out his purpose of good for humanity and creation and for life in all its fulness 

in Christ. We had a foretaste of this at jthe Vancouver Assembly of the World Council of lee last 
year when we were able to celebrate our faith joyfully in "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World" a 
representatives of the universal Body of Christ coming from all places, and when we grappled in re, 
honesty and agony with all that divides us as churches and as peoples. We renewed our commitment to the 
visible unity in diversity of the Church, the people of God, to mission and evangelism, to peace with 
justice, and to growing together into Christ the life of the world. 


Your Holiness, your presence among us at this feast of Pentecost is a clear indication of our united 
determination to proclaim and live the Gospel in word and deed and also to seek to. follow the prayer of 
our Lord that we may be one that the world may believe that he whose name we bear was sent for its 
salvation. But this determination must be expressed in our active involvement together, beyond formal 
collaboration, in renewed life in the Spirit, in discerning the signs of the times, in concrete acts of 
obedience to the Gospel in each place, in being willing to find new ways of enabling the people of God 
to manifest the gifts of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Your Holiness has frequently and eloquently 
affirmed this. Our communion in Christ through the Spirit, however incomplete, calls for our common 
witness to Christ who redeemed the world and who also will come again to unveil the Kingly Rule of God 
over all peoples and the whole creation. 


That is why we sing: "Veni Creator Spiritus". That is why, in welcoming one another as Christ welcomed 
us, we can say together to ourselves and to all peoples in the words of the Apostle Paul: "May the God 
of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may abound 
in hope" (Romans 15:13). 


EPS 
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The following ts excerpted from an arttcle translated by the Internattonal 
Fellowship of Reconetltatton. The original appeared in "De Bazuin", a Dutch 
weekly. 


When we hear about a "peace movement" in the context of the German Democratic 
Republic, we are accustomed to think of demonstrations and activities of the 
kind with which we are familiar in the West. It is important to realize, 
however, that the word "peace" has quite a different sound and different 
associations there. The CDR refers to itself as Friedensstaat (Peace State) 
and the government misses no opportunity to underline its commitment to the 
struggle for peace. Large signs bearing the slogan "We are Working for 
Socialism and Peace" (and several variations on this theme) are a daily sight 
in public places. 


Immediately after the establishment of the GDR in 1949, the GDR Peace Council 
was established, taking its lead from the World Peace Council, set up in Warsaw 
in 1948. The council includes representatives from all sectors of the 
population. The heightening of cold war tensions and the rapid remili- 
tarization of the German Federal Republic stimulated the Peace Council's 
activity. 


This deteriorating political environment also prompted the establishment of 

the Christian Peace Conference (CPC) in Prague in 1958. Though primarily an 
initiative of Reformed Christians of both East and West, the CPC drew 
particularly strong participation in Eastern Europe, where whole churches often 
became members. 


This was not the case in the GDR, however, where the churches still formed one 
organization with the West German churches: only a regional commission of 


the CPC was established there. Central to the CPC's work was the dialogue 
between Christians and Marxists. Pastors who took part in such activities 
did not have an easy time of it. They were called Friedenspfarrer (peace 


pastors), often used as a term of abuse. 


With regard to its history, the German Church still has a heavy debt to pay: 


it is a history marked by close bonds between church and state. Under the 
Peace of Augsburg of 1555, the religious persuasion of the prince determined 
whether his subjects would be Catholic or Reformed. The Protestant kings of 


the time also asserted themselves as the protectors of the new faith and the 
later German Kaisers even served as "State bishops" in the Protestant Church. 
This protection of the church by the state brought with it many privileges, 
particularly in the direct payment of salaries to all church pastors.... 


When [after changes made during the Weimar Republic] Hitler promised to restore 
the old links between church and state and with it the old church privileges, 
it was music to the ears of many. At a synod meeting the possibility was even 
discussed of making Hitler into a "state bishop" like the Kaisers before him. 
This might actually have come to pass were it not that Hitler had been raised 

a) Catholic. Several years later, flags bearing swastikas flew from church 
steeples in Germany. Except for a small group of people who formed the 
Bekennende Kirche (the Confessing Church), there arose little protest or 
resistance. And when some teachers lost their jobs as part of the de- 
Nazification process after World War II, the church took them in by offering 
them positions as catechists. It was this church which confronted the GDR 
government in 1949. Above all, it was a church still united with the churches 


£ F 
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ECUVIEW/Virginia Mackey: "Comparative Theologies of Punishment" EPS 84.06.116 


The following ts excerpted from a study on "Puntshment in the Scripture and 
Tradition of Judaism, Christtantty and Islan" distrtbuted by the New York-based 
Nattonal Interreligtous Task Force on Criminal Justtce. 


There is a high degree of consensus among Judaism, Christianity, and Islam on 


the most fundamental theological concepts. The Law, or the Word, revealed to 
each of the three faiths came from the same God. The purpose of the Law was 
to describe the ideal relationship between God and human beings. The language 


of judgement and punishment in the Scriptures was an idiom used to portray God's 
"considered opinion", "will", or "plan" for human conduct. 


Those who adhere to a theology of restoration find their grounding both in 
communal and ultimate values common to the three faiths....They respond 
negatively to the questions, "Does God punish?" and "Does God intend that human 
beings punish one another?" 


There are, of course, discreet differences among the faiths. It might be said 
that Judaism is exceptional for its sense of unity with God and for its 
anthropology; that Islam is exceptional for its sense of religious unity and 
social solidarity; and that Christianity is exceptional for its ethic of 
forgiveness and reconciliation. 


There are differences among the faiths in regard to their understanding of law 

and in their view of the relationship between religion and civil authorities. 

Some of these are inherent distinctions, but most are developmental differences 
which can be attributed to historical and contextual factors, to misunderstandings, 
to deliberate misinterpretation by zealots, to varying interpretations by 

orthodox, non-orthodox, or mystic strains within each faith, or to the glossing 
and alteration of Scriptures by translators or exegetes. 


On the question of punishment, the opposing theologies found within each faith 
are of far greater significance than are the differences among the faiths. The 
division into theologies of restoration or retribution within each faith depend 
upon how the adherents of the religions - be they Jew or Christian or Muslim - 
think about God and about the nature of human beings. Rationales for a theology 
of retribution have been adopted within each of the three faiths by adopting one 
or more of the following courses: 


(1) Interpreting Scripture literally. When God is described anthropo- 
morphically as being angry or as being a judge, the ensuing consequences of 
God's 'wrath" are seen as punishment. Those who interpret Scripture literally 


also consider God's “words' to be inviolate. 


(2) Interpreting literally the "law" codes found in the Pentateuch; the legal 
material of the Qur’an; or selected verses such as Romans 13:1-7 in the New 
Testament which indicate that all persons should submit themselves to governing 
authorities. 


(3) Defining justice as a literal lex taltonts, a "tit for tat", and failing to 
appreciate the theological or ethical implications of returning an "evil for an 
evil", also forgetting that the code of lex taltonts set limits upon extraction 
of restitution or retribution.... 


The adherents of a theology of retribution respond positively to the questions, 
"Does God punish?" and "Does God intend that human beings punish one another?" 
We have arrived in the 20th century, at a point where this theology is used to 
justify a punitively oriented "just desserts" concept of criminal law.... 
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The following ts excerpted from an article which appeared in the March tissue of 
"Inter-Fatth Communtcattons" and was reprinted tn the 9 Aprtl tssue of "RFC News". 


I have heard the words media and ministry combined to mean many different things. 
Very often, though, the bottom line is really far removed from most definitions. 
What is regularly called media ministry could possibly be better defined as 
interpretation, public relations, or advertising. 


Ministry is associated with caring, empathy, and giving without necessarily 
getting something in return. Ministry results in relationships, events or 
nurture in hurt or confused lives. Since media are really only extensions of 
our own personalities, it follows that ministry can and does regularly occur 
when these extensions are employed. 


It seems to me, though, that when religious leaders think of media the ministry 
light goes out and the insular needs beacon winks on. 


There is a conditioning created by commercial communication patterns that seems 
to blot out the potential of media tools beyond institutional self service. 

It is not in the life experience of many religious leaders to use communication 
tools for anything BESIDES public relations, advertising, and, occasionally, 
education. 


The problem is that when media are used for these purposes exclusively, the 
components of caring, empathy, giving, and relationships are often diminished or 
just lacking. Persuasion that grows out of relationship is replaced with 
persuasion devoid of relationship. Communication is initiated but seldom heard 
or perceived in the same way one perceives the experience of ministry.... 


How does one move into using media as a tool for ministry, for effective 
communication of God's presence in this world? I believe it happens in two 
ways. 


First, media ministry occurs when something is given without asking for 
something in return. Information offered just so that people can know, rather 
than information offered with the expectation that the hearer will give 
something. It's hard to be a minister to someone and beg from them at the 
same time. 


The other factor has to do with empathy. True ministry occurs when the 
minister reaches the need of another. It occurs when the needs of another are 
given a higher priority than the needs of the minister. Media ministry 
achieves this level when the communicator is more concerned about what hearers 
desire to hear than about what he or she wants to Say. 


When we communicate, especially when media are employed, we claim a status for 
ourselves and confer status to the hearer. It is very important for church 
leaders to recognize that conventional communication patterns of advertising 
and public relations are not always compatible with ministry. 


If you call it media ministry, then let it be ministry. 


EPS 
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The following ts slightly edited. It was translated from the French by the 
WCC language service and appeared in the Aprtl tssue of "Actualrté 
Religteuse", published in Paris. Christians are reckoned to be about 7 per 
cent of the 50 mtllton Vietnamese. 


A distinct hardening in the attitude of the Hanoi authorities towards the 
Roman Catholic Church is indicated in a number of despatches from various 
sources. The change of mood is so pronounced that the archbishop of Ho Chi 
Minh City, Nguyen Van Binh, adroitly playing on the hostility between Vietnam 
and China, has warned his government of the risk of making the same mistakes 
as its neighbour to the north. 


Last November, for example, under government sponsorship, a ‘Uniting Com- 
mittee of Catholic Patriots of Vietnam' was set up, consisting of 74 elected 
members. The bishop of Hue, Nguyen Kim Dien, in a letter addressed to the 
"National Liaison Committee of Catholics', which has existed since 1855, 
condemned the creation of the new committee which, he said, 'can only cause 
confusion, anxiety and division in the church'. The president of the Uniting 
Committee, Dominican priest Pham Quang Phuoc, died at the beginning of March 
at the age of seventy. 


According to a recent Amnesty International Report, 150 Catholic priests are 
at present in detention camps or in prison. Since the prosecution of thir- 
teen Catholics, including four priests, last June in Ho Chi Minh City on 
charges of so-called ‘anti-revolutionary' activities, a growing tendency to 
ereate difficulties for priests on so-called ‘administrative’ grounds has 

been noticeable. Priests who have served a term of imprisonment, for example, 
or been confined in a reeducation camp are liable to be forbidden to minister 
outside their own parish even if they have acknowledged their errors. 


Some sources also report a police raid which allegedly took place in February 
in Can Tho Town in the Mekong Delta, directed against the house of the Holy 
Family Fraternity and the provincial house of the Sisters of Providence. 
Three priests ... were reportedly arrested on this occasion, as well as 25 
nuns, of whom 16 were subsequently released, according to reports. 


Finally, it is noted that the government action is beginning for the first 
time to include circles originally fairly well-disposed towards the régime. 
As early as last June, one of the chief accused in the Ho Chi Minh trial was 
Nguyen Cong Doan, Jesuit priest and author of the bishops' letter urging 
Catholics to join in the reconstruction of their country. It was learned 

at the beginning of March that Dominican priest Chan Tin is no longer a 
member of the Central Committee of the Patriotic Front. Once an active 
member of the opposition to the former Thieu régime, Tin in 1982 publicly 
criticized violations of human rights by the new régime. Nevertheless he 
still remains a member of the Patriotic Front Committee of Ho Chi Minh City. 
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SHOPTALK 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has issued situation reports 
on the 1983 cyclones in French Polynesia (no. 3, 6 June), and on 1984 

fires in India (announcing an increase in the appeal from 30,000 to 100,000 
US dollars). Both are available to journalists on request to CICARWS, 

Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


+++ + + 


The deadline for entries in the poster-calendar contest for young artists 
(born in 1953 or later) is upon us. Sponsored by the WCC youth sub-unit, 
the contest seeks interpretations of the theme of the UN International 
Youth Year ("participation, development, peace"). Those interested in 
more information about specifications and procedures can be in touch 
with the sub-unit at Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Deadline is next month. 


++ t+ + 


Last call: The WCC central committee meets in Geneva 9-18 July. Journalists 
who wish accreditation to cover it in person should contact Susanne Bredow 
(WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) immediately. (Phone: 022/ 
91.61.32). 


++ ete t+ 


EPS will increase its frequency during the committee period, in particular 

in connection with the selection of a new general secretary to succeed the 
retiring Philip Potter. The committee's closed session to take that decision 
is currently scheduled for the morning (Geneva time) of 12 July. 


Journalists who will not be present, but who have deadlines which would not 
be met by EPS mailings, should communicate special coverage requests to 
the EPS office immediately. (The new phone number is 022/91.61.42.) 


++++4 + 


EPS is conducting a readership survey. Forms have been mailed to a random 
selection of the subscription list. If you did not get one, but would 
nonetheless be willing to complete the survey, please let us know. We 
welcome additional input from subscribers, though for the sake of statistical 
accuracy, supplemental responses would be tabulated separately. 


CHURCH REPS ISSUE Ecumenical Press 
APPEAL ON ASYLUM Service 84.06.119 


NIAGARA FALLS (Ontario, Canada) (EPS) - Representatives of church-related refugee 
service programmes from 13 countries, and several international organizations 
have called on the church and governments to extend "adequate and appropriate 
protection" to those who would face threats to their lives or other forms of 
political persecution if they returned to their countries. 


Sponsored by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, the group met here for 
five days (14-18 May) and included delegates from Australia, Canada, Denmark, 
FRG, Finland, France, Netherlands, Italy, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and US. Its statement says the consultation "met in a sense of 
urgency stemming from disturbing trends that affect the granting of protection 
to asylum-seekers in Western countries". It listed four: 


_7~ "a tendency by governments to be much more restrictive in granting 
protection to increased numbers of asylum-seekers; 


- "a concurrent hardening of community attitudes towards migrants in general 
and refugees in particular, doubtless exacerbated by the economic recession 
in recent years; 


"political, economic and military destabilization as well as international 
confrontation that affect ever larger parts of the world, especially the 
developing countries. As a consequence, repression, denial of human 
rights, covert and open war situations have prompted more and more Third 
World people to leave their homelands to seek protection and survival abroad; 


- "arriving at Western shores, airports or borders, the refugee victims of this 
instability at home are often classified as economic migrants, opportunists, 
or illegal immigrants as pressures increase to keep them out." 


Among the 10 major recommendations of the consultation were: 


- "Affirmation of the basic internationally-accepted refugee definition 
contained in the 1951 UN Refugee Convention; 


- "Extension of governmental protection to other particular categories of 
persons who are victims of civil strife or otherwise in refugee-like 
situations such as those recognized in resolutions of the UN General 
Assembly and the Organization of African Unity; 


- "Expanded church documentation of, understanding towards, and integrated 
efforts to alleviate the "root cause" factors and conditions which force 
people to flee their homelands in fear of persecution; 


- "In-depth study of the phenomena of temporary refuge to formulate inter- 
national church policy; 


\ 


- "Reminding peoples, governments and churches that policies of closing borders 
and averting our eyes will not end the growing refugee problems; 


- "Increased church efforts to minister to and assist asylum-seekers in their 
communities; 


- "Recognition of the church's responsibility to both provide for emergency 
protection and to advocate longer-term processes that will move our govern- 
ments towards equity and consistency in the determination of refugee status, 
including as a last resort consideration of provision of church "sanctuary" 
to asylum-seekers threatened with forced repatriation; 


- "Focused efforts on addressing and combating rising tides of racism and 
xenophobia in Western countries." EPS 


WORST DROUGHT IN HISTORY Ecumenical Press 
BRINGS UNPRECEDENTED AID Service 84.06.120 


The followtng ts abridged and adapted from a report by Reltgtous News Service. 


NEW YORK (EPS/J. Martin Bailey) - The worst drought in history has tightened 
like a belt around the waist of Africa, causing millions of people to seek in 
vain for food. Aggravated by civil war and worldwide economic recession, the 
food crisis reaches into many regions of the globe, but nowhere is it more 
critical than in 26 nations in sub-Sahara Africa, with a total population of 
225 million people. , 


The religious community, through which much of the world's public and private 
food aid has always reached the hungry, has mounted an unprecedented effort to 
meet emergency needs and to assist in development projects that address the 
root causes of the famine. But the need is immense and for many people help 
just comes too late. 


Ten-year cycles of drought are historical on the African continent, but the 
magnitude of the latest is without precedent. In a 1972 drought, only six 
countries were affected. This one stretches from sub-Saharan Africa in the 
West, to Kenyain the East, affecting central and southern Africa - a total of 
26 countries. Experts estimate that if climatic and economic conditions 
continue their deteriorating spiral, the number of affected nations easily 
could rise to 35. 


The worsening economic condition in Ghana, for example, accounted for the 
migration of 700,000 persons - peasants and professionals - to comparatively 
prosperous Nigeria in the 70s. In 1982, they were repatriated to Ghana, 
threatening that country's already precarious economy. Lack of pesticides, 

as in the case of Tanzania, can mean loss of up to 30 percent of the grain crop. 
The Christian Council of Tanzania recently made an assessment of the food 
situation in that East African nation and reported that even if all current food 
aid pledges are honoured, the country will still have a serious food deficit in 
1984. 


Another factor has been the armed conflict that has helped create large refugee 
populations in Africa. . Willis Logan [US] Church World Service area secretary 
for Africa, says that in Ethiopia, the drought and violence has displaced an 
estimated 2.4 million persons within the country and sent another 700,000 into 
Somalia and 450,000 into Sudan in a desperate search for food and water. While 
no two official sources agree on refugee statistics in Africa, all are agreed 
that migrant populations place an intolerable burden on strained resources of 
neighbouring countries. An influx of 40,000 Mozambican refugees into Zimbabwe 
thas seriously strained that nation's otherwise stable economy. 


The World Health Organization estimates that of the 122 million babies born in 
Africa in 1983, 12 million will not survive the first year. Another 5 million 
face permanent physical and mental damage due to chronic malnutrition. 


An international, ecumenical religious consortium that includes the World Council 
of Churches, Catholic Relief Services, Lutheran World Federation and Caritas 
Internationalis, has jointly appealed for 100 million US dollars to assist in 
Africa [EPS 84.03.48]. 


US churches are expected to give wide publicity to the conditions in Africa, and 
to take special offerings at harvest time this fall, and a major portion of 
church funds raised during Lent this year probably will go to Africa. In 
addition, the Vatican has recently announced the formation of a special 
foundation to channel aid to Africa's hungry. 


EPS 


"GOSPEL & CULTURE' IS THEME Ecumenical Press 
OF ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION Service 84.06.121 


RIANO, Italy (EPS) - "Gospel and culture" was the theme of a week-long [27 May- 
2 June] international, ecumenical consultation here, hosted by the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity and with major participation by invited 


participants - 46 from 30 countries - and staff of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches. 


In his keynote address, Cambridge University scholar Julius Lipner warned against 
sterile attempts to define Christianity's "essence". He also outlined various 
aids in understanding the gospel-culture relationship, among them “educated 
sensitivity to the place of biblical categories and modes of thought", and 
"elaboration of a theology of the cross as it is contextualised in the local 
Situation in particular and in the world at large" including "continuous self- 
critical assessment:of the community's life of faith in its dialogue with non- 
Christians". 


Others who addressed the consultation came from India, the Philippines, Brazil, 
Greece, and China. 


After daily worship and Bible study, the consultation worked in three areas — 
theological and biblical issues, contemporary needs requiring priority attention, 
and implications for mission. 


In a summary of its work, the consultation said the changing nature of cultures 
calls the church to ongoing reflection on gospel witness in each: "The gospel 
in its transforming and judging function urges us on in this task", it said, 
"reminding us that it is especially in the poor, vulnerable and oppressed every- 
where that the power of the cross and of the risen Jesus is made manifest". 


EPS 


US$ 110 M FOR AFRICAN Ecumenical Press 
DROUGHT ASKED SO FAR Service 84.06.122 


ROME (EPS) - The ecumenical Churches’ Drought Action for Africa appeal . 
[EPS 84.03.48] reports that as of the middle of last month, 110 million US 
dollars in project and food requests had been received from African church 
sources. 


Representatives of the CDAA sponsors met here (15 June) to discuss policies and 
priorities for the effort. CDAA Secretary Brian Neldner, associate director 
for service programmes at the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, said it 
is "not easy" to say how much has been pledged for the effort to date because a 
"Substantial portion" is still subject to negotiation. He added, however, 
that prospects are "very encouraging" in terms of likely firm pledges by the 
end of the year. 


When the effort was announced last March by the World Council of Churches, 
Caritas Internationalis, Catholic Relief Services, and the LWF, at least 100 
million US dollars in cash or kind in the next five years was the target - 
over and above the groups' commitments for ongoing relief and development 
projects on the continent, which totalled 270 million US dollars last year. 


At the one-day meeting, CI Secretary General Gerhard Meier, based here, was 
elected CDAA deputy chairman. Ludwig Geissel, retired vice-president of the 
Diakonische Werk church agency (FRG) is CDAA chairman. The group also decided 
to launch an ecumenical study of root causes of the African drought, and of 
"food strategies". é 


EPS 


TOIVO JA TOIVO AT Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL CENTRE Service 84.06.123 


GENEVA (EPS) - Herman Toivo ja Toivo, one of the founders of Swapo, recognised 
by the UN as the "only legitimate representative" of the Namibian people, visited 
church organizations at the Ecumenical Centre here as part of a several-week tour 
of European countries. Namibia, a former German colony, is now controlled by 
South Africa. . 


During a press conference at the centre [19 June], Toivo ja Toivo expressed 
gratitude for support for Namibian independence by the World Council of Churches 
and the Lutheran World Federation, whose headquarters are here. He praised 
humanitarian assistance which has come through the WCC anti-racism programme (PCR), 
and hoped it would double. 


He also recalled the close links between Swapo and the church in Namibia, with 
Christians making up the major part of Swapo membership. 


Toivo ja Toivo was released last 1 March after 17-and-a~half years in prison. 
Asked why the South African government had released him, he said he thought among 
its reasons was hope that it would precipitate a Swapo power struggle, pressure 
from international organizations, and a desire to make him less of a martyr figure. 


EPS 


BOTHA-POPE VISIT Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS REACTION Service 84.06.124 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Pope John Paul II's meeting in Rome [11 June] with South 
African Prime Minister P. W. Botha prompted a special statement from the Vatican, 
and church comment in this country. 


The Vatican statement observed that the pope "receives 

upon their request heads of state, of governments, and political personalities of 
a range of different regimes", and that does "not mean tpso facto that the Holy 
See approves the politics of a given country". 


It also reiterated Vatican support for independence for Namibia, which South 
Africa controls, and Vatican opposition to the South African system of apartheid 
(race separation with white minority supremacy). 


In South Africa, Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the South 
African Council of Churches, said he did not favour the meeting. Also, after 
news of a papal gift of a silver medal to Botha, four black South African Roman 
Catholic priests sent an open letter to Durban Archbishop Denis Hurley, president 
of the conference of southern African Roman Catholic bishops. The priests say 
they are "hurt and disappointed in the pontiff's political insensitivity” in 
honouring "perpetrators of injustice" who "despise black people". They add that 
"Rome has seen fit to be polite at the expense of the blacks", perhaps because 
"blacks are not Polish". 


For his part, in a statement issued before the letter, Hurley said the visit 
would be acceptable if the pope told Botha in "no uncertain" terms that apartheid 
must go. He also said the government is "using" the pope to lend credibility to 
its policies. He found it ironic that Botha should want to meet the pope given 
the strong theological opposition of Botha's own white South African Dutch 
Reformed community to Roman Catholicism. 


Roman Catholic church leaders of eight southern African countries, including 
South Africa, have reportedly invited the pope to visit the region. Before such 
a trip could go ahead, perhaps next year, government acquiescence would be needed. 
News agency reports said South African government sources indicated it would be 
willing to invite the pope “should the occasion arise". 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Gonda Rijksen: "Church and Peace in the GDR - Present" EPS 84.06.125 


The following ts excerpted from an article translated by the Internattonal 
Fellowshtp of Reconetltatton. The origtnal appeared in "De Bazutn", a.Dutch 
weekly. IFOR's tntroductton notes that it "does not attempt to constder the 
vartety of tndependent peace activity that has grown up" tn the GDR. 


This historical background [see EPS 84.06.115]may offer some insights into the 
origins of particular reserves and sensitivities in the relations between 
church and state in the GDR. Yet despite these tensions, the church has been 
particularly bold in its engagement for peace. Soon after the GDR government 
established compulsory military service in 1962, the church spoke out on 
behalf of conscientious objection. In 1964 these efforts resulted in a legal 
provision for those opposed to carrying weapons on religious grounds to serve 
as Bausoldaten (construction soldiers). The GDR remains the only Eastern 
European country with such a provision. 


In 1965 a church declaration recognized the refusal of weapon-service as a 


particularly forceful witness for peace. There appeared soon afterward a 
church letter calling for pastoral care for those choosing this kind of dis- 
armed service in the military. In 1976 the Protestant Church produced a 


booklet on peace education. 


The church was very diappointed, therefore, when, in 1978, a programme of 
military defence education was established in GDR schools. The programme 
involves two hours of military education four times a year, plus two weeks of 
military defence training (five hours a day) at the end of the ninth grade. 
Much discussion with the authorities was undertaken on the issue. The 
government was reminded of its own claim to be working for peace. The Roman 
Catholic bishops joined the protest, pointing out that both the pope and the 
world church had called for an education contributing to peacefulness.’ 


In 1978 a conference of Protestant church leaders created a study-action 
programme entitled "educating for peace", which stirred reflection in many 
parishes and began a process of consciousness raising. Eventually the arms 
race joined conscientious objection and military education on the agenda for 
discussion. The government then expressed its approval of this peace 
engagement on the part of the churches. The attention given to ethical 
questions of more than just a personal nature seems to have reduced their 
aistrust.... 


Since 1980, a peace week... has been organized every year, in November, by the 
Protestant Church. In 1982,... material was prepared for consideration of 

the psychological aspects of forming enemy-images. The Christian Peace 
Conference offered some criticism of the event, saying that "one must not think 
that only enemy-images exist: real enemies also exist", and calling upon the 
church to view the present arms race in its historical and economic context. 


This past November's Peace Week took place just as news was being received of 
the arrival of the first components for the new Cruise and Pershing II missiles 
to be placed in Western Europe. Participants were all too aware that this 
deployment of new missiles in the West would be followed by a deployment of new 
Soviet missiles on GDR soil. The opening service, held at a church in Potsdan, 
drew more than a thousand people, and included the unfurling of a banner 
expressing the church's position totally rejecting nuclear weapons. Young 
people in the GDR, many of whom are intensively occupied with the peace issue, 
often find the activities of the socialist organization, "Free German Youth", 
to be too structured and too much organized from the top. In events such as 
these, organized by the church, they find a space for discussion. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/W. J. Milligan: "Challenges for Europe's Christians" EPS 84.06. 126 


Following are excerpts from the new book tn the WCC Risk sertes, "The New Nomads: 
Challenges facing Christians in Western Europe". Mtlltgan ts canon at 
St Albans’ Anglican cathedral in England. 


The theme is at the heart of the present calling of West European Christians. 
The theme of the [WCC] Vancouver Assembly [in 1983] underlines this: '"Jesus 
Christ - the Life of the World" was and is an invitation to confess a faith; 

to search for signs of that life in our own regions and churches; to make 
choices. Such an invitation involves making an exploration, taking a spiritual 
journey. 


It is as a settled people that [the Europeans] have come to know God and 
discover their own identity....But now they are being uprooted from their 
familiar surroundings, and the landmarks and signposts are changing. They 
are being invited to go on a spiritual journey to an unknown destination. 


Europe's Christians, if they were prepared to think in wider terms at all, have 
looked towards mission stations in former colonies rather than to their 
neighbours. The motivation was to preach the gospel to the unbaptized rather 
than to look towards the church in countries whose circumstances were parallel 
to their own. 


So there has been a lack of freshness in European Christianity....Europeans 
seem to suffer from a fairly acute form of inferiority complex. A member of 

a Christian international gathering commented that the Asians were full of 
spiritual depth, the Africans were joyous and hopeful, the South Americans were 
talking of liberation and base communities, the North Americans bubbling with 
new ideas and projects, while the Europeans were jaded and lacklustre. 


[It is true that Europe faces many problems: unemployment; inflation; 
industrial, agricultural and economic stagnation; a constant fear of war; 
racial and refugee problems; and family. It is also in Europe that the 
divisions of the church first emerged. ] 


However, it is in the realm of feelings that we now have to discover what unity 
is about. Feelings, more than thinkings, separate us....The search for unity 
is more like a courtship than a negotiation. It is to do with friendship and 
love quite as much as it has to do with study and research, or with practical 
Christianity. 


[The word "ecumenical", which many now use to express their faith], is a 
rejection of the institutional Christian bodies, which are unable to mend their 
ways, and whose structures actually keep Christians apart. When institutional 
structures come up against [deep social concern, commitment to the poor and the 
deprived, and to peace] there is pain, confusion and anger....But while this 
attitude is understandable, and indeed a sign of hope, it also represents a 
rejection of history, which makes it much more difficult for anyone to heal the 
divisions of Europe's past, both political and in the church....Although 
Christians are called upon not to be dominated by the past, they are not called 
to pretend it is not there, or that it is not part of what has made them and 
their contemporaries what they are. 


The churches in Europe which are growing most rapidly place much emphasis on the 
transcendent quality of their faith, and appeal to feelings as much as to reason. 
_..For the mainstream churches this presents a challenge....To recreate itself 


in the image of Goliath is the temptation of the church in western Europe today. 
To follow David is its calling. And it should be remembered that David won. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Giinther Gassmann & Heinz Joachim Held: "The Pope at the WCC" EPS 84.06 .127 


The following ts excerpted from an interview tn the June editton of the 
international, ecumenical audto news and feature service INTERVOX. Held is 
moderator of the WCC central committee. Gassmann ts dtrector of the WCC Fatth 
and Order Commtsston. 


..-Gassmann: In our commission..., we have official Roman Catholic participation 
and for us this is a very important fact and this has also proved to be very 
helpful for our work. For that reason we were, of course, looking forward with 
special interest to the visit of the pope. But I must say I don't expect from 
such official visits great breakthroughs. This is not in the nature of such a 
Visits. 


I believe that the fact of this visit and the form in which this took place, 
namely the pope being a participant, and equal participant with others in a 
service of worship, and being in discussion, personal discussion with members of 
the staff of the WCC - this form of his visit indicates an interest in the 
ecumenical movement and at the same time, certainly, a learning process for the 
pope himself. 


Held: Of course there are a number of serious problems that we have to discuss 

and to overcome, and I think that the pope has stated very clearly his under- 
standing of the role of the bishop of Rome in the ecumenical movement and the 

whole matter of the unity of the church. And certainly this will be a matter of 
further study and elucidation because it is not very easy for the other churches — 
not only for the Protestants but also the Orthodox - to join in with the pope on 
that point....We have to respect in the ecumenical movement, the position every 
church, and in this case the Roman Catholic church and the bishop of Rome, is 
making. This is an ecumenical principle. 


I think there are other methods we have to work on which concern the involvement 
or the ministry of the churches in the affairs of the world - the social, the 
political, the economic questions. I think this is a very important matter for 
the churches and for the unity of the church how to give a common witness, a 
common Christian position in these matters and I think all understand that this 
needs deeper investigation and clearer understanding of what the churches' 
positions are. 


G: We are clear among the churches that any visible unity we are aiming at must 
include diversity. But I think we are not yet clear how far such diversity can 
go and which forms it should take....It was very interesting to see in the address 
of the pope..., that he put a special emphasis on differences that are still with 
us in the field of social-political responsibility....I believe that it is time 
that the WCC and the Roman Catholic church enter into a discussion on these 
difficulties, because in the past we have concentrated our dialogue on the 
doctrinal issues and we have made progress in these areas, but I believe that 

we also have to give more attention to the social ethical pre-suppositions for 

our statements for our statements and actions as churches confronting the problems 
of this world. 


[What encouragement from the visit might there be at the local level? ] 

G: I would also add to the expression "encouragement", justification of 

closer collaboration and fellowship on the local level, because there are 
situations in the world where...there is still great hesitation in view of 

closer contacts because of historical memories,.etc. The visible fact of the 
visit of the pope to the Ecumenical Centre and the WCC implies an acknowledgement 
of the ecumenical movement, the prominent role of the WCC in the ecumenical 
movement. This fact should help in those local situations to overcome these 


hesitations and barriers for contacts. EPS 


ECUVIEW/Eugene Brand: "The Pope at the WCC - Ecclesial Implications" EPS 84.06. 128 


Brand ts secretary for interconfesstonal dialogue and ecumenical research at the 
Geneva-based Lutheran World Federatton. (The reference to BEM ts to the 1982 
international, ecumenical theological convergence text on bapttsm, eucharist, and 
mintstry [EPS 49/02]). 


In his recent address at the WCC, Pope John Paul II stressed repeatedly his 
commitment to ecumenical engagement and the unity of the church. Taken together 
with his ethical teaching, his Marian piety and his insistence on clerical 
celibacy, however, his declaration indicates that even after Vatican II the church 
with which the rest of us are engaged has not covertly become Protestant. 

Indeed, as the subsequent visits in Switzerland revealed, many so-called 
ecumenical issues are issues within the Roman Catholic community too. My 
reflections on the visit are limited to the more narrowly ecclesial aspects of 

the pope's address. 


Except for the issue of intercommunion, the address seems quite in harmony with 
BEM on baptism and the eucharist. It manifests the vast common ground 
Christians share today and, thus, testifies to the considerable achievements of 
the ecumenical movement. But John Paul's forthright declaration on the 
essential role of the See of Peter in the Christian community becomes a challenge 
to further ecumenical endeavour. 


Our baptism constitutes a bond of unity which compels us Protestants to include 
Roman Catholics in our vision of unity. Thus we must come to terms with the 
papacy. After a thousand years in communion with the patriarchates of the East 
and sixteen centuries of primatial status in an undivided West, it is hardly 
realistic to expect the Roman See to disavow its heritage or status. Moreover, 
at least some heirs of the Reformation have come to appreciate the value of a 
ministry of unity, and could imagine themselves reunited with a reformed papacy 
(e.g. "Lutherans and Catholics in Dialogue V", Minneapolis, 197G "page 21). 


Clearly, however, the pope remains for many the symbol of clerical authoritarianisn 
and reactionary ethics, and they make constructive consideration of the papacy 
within the variegated fellowship of the WCC impossible. 


When confronted with the issue of the papacy or indeed with episcopacy and the 
ordained ministry, Protestants immediately reveal how imprecise a term 
Protestantism is. Diverse views are held not only by the various Protestant 
communions; often they are found within the same communion. Problems with the 
papacy may be something member churches of the WCC have in common, but the 
problems are not the same, nor will they be resolved by the same modifications of 
the Petrine Office. 


Returning to BEM, it seems to me that churches which are able to affirm the three- 
fold ministry (BEM/3) should also be able to accept a reformed papacy within that 
ministry. One wishes, however, that the pope had placed his own ministry and 
that of his fellow bishops within the context of the mission and ministry of the 
whole people of God. This great affirmation of the "Constitution on the Church" 
(Vatican II) and of BEM (3.1-6) seems not yet to have made its mark in the vision 
of John Paul II. It and all it implies would be an important ingredient in the 
kind of papal ministry which could be acceptable to the rest of the Christian 
community. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/André Ducry: '"'The Pope at the WCC - A Cup of Tea for Jesus" EPS 84.06. 129 


The following commentary was distributed by the Swtss Roman Catholic news agency 
Ktpa. Duery ts religion edttor for the Swiss newspaper "La Liberté". The item 
was translated from the French by the WCC language service. 


Nothing really world-shaking or revolutionary was said in all the addresses, 
homelies and speeches given in Geneva at the WCC... and perhaps one could hardly 
expect anything more of such meetings. Years ago Paul VI occasionally did or 
said something which remained in one's memory as a truly prophetic gesture. 
Perhaps the time for such demonstrations is past, or is it that we have lost our 
feeling for them? Nonetheless, there were two things which I personally found 
very moving. 


First, the fact that...the pope was welcomed by people gathered in prayer, not 
as an important personage, a special VIP, but as a brother who came to join them 
in worship. At the WCC a simple service, very cosmopolitan and Anglo-Saxon, 
and involving women...But the important thing is that...the people were praying 
when John Paul II arrived and they continued to pray with him. 


The second thing I found moving was the cup of tea. Twenty-five years ago the 
pope was the supreme pontiff and that only. He had no private life. He ate 
alone. It would have been considered unseemly for him to be seen eating in 
public. At the WCC, after the prayers, hymns and addresses were over, he went 
with his hosts...for tea. Very British! And in front of the cameras! 

"One lumpror two,’ Holy Father?" Just fancy, the pope at a tea-party, to 
paraphrase the words of a popular song by Alice Dona.... 


A cup of tea with the people at the WCC. Nothing very prophetic about that, 
you may think. But it is right and fitting all the same - and new - for the 
one who comes in the name of the Lord as Bishop of Rome, to use his own words, 
to visit his brothers. And a great many things can be said or broached over a 
cup of tea - served in Christ's name. ppg 


ECUVIEW/Marie-Claire Lescaze: "The Pope at the WCC - A Long Road" EPS 84.06.130 


The following ts excerpted from an article in the Swiss weekly "Protestant Life". 
Lescaze ts one of tts editors. It was translated by the WCC language service. 


-..Iwo speeches, one conclusion: the road to unity is still very long. Pope 
John Paul's visit to the WCC, fifteen years after the visit by Paul VI, has at 
least served to clarify the situation. We know where he is going and we know, 
too, that we will not be going that way, or at least not in that form. Those 

at the top on both sides stuck firmly to their positions, listening fraternally 
to one another but with no hint of prophetic boldness or imagination. We missed 
out on Pentecost or, as my neighbour whispered irreverently, "Since they started 
talking about the thirty-five hour week the Holy Spirit has gone on holiday.". 


Could it be that bold action can only come from the bottom, from the church 
members who are free to call a spade a spade and to put their foot in it 
occasionally and do not shy away from talking about intercommunion, the place of 
women in the church, ministries? Why must the people at the top always be so 
"reasonable', so permanently conscious of what they represent? In the five-and- 
a-half years of his reign, John Paul II has left the Vatican 21 times to kiss the 
soil of 37 countries. Having become a superstar, perhaps despite himself, he 
now has to put up with all the constraints of his status. 


The Reformed will never be able to compete with this 'show'. Historically they 

distrust this cult of personality and a hierarchy imposed from above although 

Sometimes - paradoxically - they would like more attention to be paid to them and 

their identity. This does not make them free in their speech for all that.... 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Message to World Food Council" EPS 84.06.131 


The following message from WCC General Secretary Philip Potter was telexed 
[8 June] to WFC President Bugene F. Whelan in Addis Ababa. Establtshed tin 
1974, the 36-country WFC ts UN-related. 


On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the World Food Council, I have 
great pleasure in sending you cordial greetings from the World Council of 
Churches. Ten years ago, I had the privilege of addressing the World Food 
Conference to convey my deep concern and that of the member churches of WCC 
about the tragic situation of millions of human beings living in dire poverty 
and who are deprived of their human dignity. I recall that at that Conference 
one speaker proposed the elaboration of a world food strategy to ensure that 
"within a decade no child will go to bed hungry, that no family will fear for 
its next day's bread and that no human being's future and capacities will be 
stunted by malnutrition". What we witness today is, however, in stark contrast 
to such aspirations. The ugly face of hunger and the spectre of famine loom 
over large areas of the world on a scale unprecedented in history. 


We all know that the world has at its disposal the technical means to produce 
enough food to sustain an adequate diet for every human being. But what has 
not been achieved is the political will to bring about the necessary structural 
changes in our societies and internationally that would ensure a more equitable 
distribution of the food available. 


The WCC and its member churches are increasingly concerned by the alarming 
proportions of malnutrition and starvation in many parts of the world, and by 
the apparent apathy on the part of those who hold the power to change this 
situation. In the light of this dramatically deteriorating situation, the 
churches cannot remain indifferent. Already in 1968, the WCC Assembly 

declared that food is a resource which belongs to God and that all forces should 
be mobilised to ensure that the earth produce adequate food for all, and that 
agricultural policies should give primary emphasis to the alleviation of hunger. 
In 1980, the WCC Central Committee called the churches' attention to the scandal 
of hunger and affirmed its belief that an adequate diet is a fundamental right. 
And again, the WCC Assembly in Vancouver last year, issued a statement on the 
international food disorder.... 


The Assembly called upon member churches to take action to redress the disorder 
through various programmatic, educational and advocacy activities. One example 
is the recent joint ecumenical appeal by four international organizations for 
US$ 100 million for emergency assistance to drought-affected countries in Africa. 


What is needed most today is a wholesale re-examination and re-ordering of social 
and economic priorities, giving agriculture the emphasis it deserves, and 
providing the political will to get the world on a path that will reduce hunger 


rather than increase it. One of the greatest scandals of our modern age is the® 
fact that the majority of hungry people are those most intimately connected with 
the production of food. They are among the masses of landless rural labourers 


who work on other people's land, often under conditions of exploitation, 
humiliation and deprivation. 


I commend the World Food Council for its efforts to change the world food 
situation, for raising consciousness, for the promotion of national food 
strategies, and for encouraging the much-needed political action at high levels 
which is a fundamental pre-requisite for the eradication of hunger. May those 
who hold power be sensitive enough to determine their policies for the well- 
being of all rather than reinforce the privileges of a few. May the World 

Food Council be enabled to live up to its goal to achieve a world without hunger. 
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2730-19: The pope addresses the 
congregation in the Ecumenical Centre 
chapel. From left to right, Eastern 
Orthodox Metropolitan Emilianos 
(representative to the WCC of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate), WCC presi- 
dent Marga Bihrig (one of seven WCC 
presidents), WCC General Secretary 
Philip Potter, WCC Central Committee 
Moderator Heinz Joachim Held, and 
WCC Central Committee Vice Moderator 
Sylvia Ross Talbot. 

2725-32: The pope and WCC General 
Secretary Philip Potter are greeting 
Metropolitan Emilianos (left). Behind 
him are WCC Assistant General Secre- 
tary for finance and administration 
Patrick Coidan and Deputy General 
Secretary Arie Brouwer. 

2725-7 WCC Honorary President (and 
first WCC General Secretary) 

W.A. Visser't Hooft is greeting the 
pope. 

2734-36: Moderator Heinz Joachim Held and Vice Moderator Sylvia Ross 

Talbot greet the pope. 

2733-30 a: The pope and WCC General Secretary Philip Potter after the 
hour-long closed session with senior WCC and Vatican staff and other 
church representatives. From left to right are Vice Moderator Sylvia 

Ross Talbot, Moderator Heinz Joachim Held, Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, 
President of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, 
Agostino Cardinal Casaroli, Secretary of State, and Metropolitan Emilianos. 
2731-29 a: The pope signs the WCC guest book as WCC General Secretary 
Philip Potter looks on. 

2731-35 a: The WCC gift to the pope - a limited-edition Swiss clock - 

is presented by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter. 

2734-19: The pope pronounces the benediction at the conclusion of his 
visit. Next to him is WCC General Secretary Philip Potter. Visible 

behind are Vice Moderator Sylvia Ross Talbot, Moderator Heinz Joachim 

Held and Dr Marga Bihrig. 

2734-7: The pope listens to WCC General Secretary Philip Potter after 

the closed session. Behind are two Vatican cardinals: Johannes 

Willebrands (left) and Agostino Casaroli. % 
2727-10: Vice Moderator Sylvia Ross Talbot reads the Bible during the > 

ecumenical worship. 4 
Photos: Peter Williams/WCC, Michael A. Dominguez/WCC. | 
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Africa church conference creates human rights group 
SA church council conference opens 

Removals opposed at SA services 

Church people slain in Uganda 

Denominations hold governing meetings 

Conference: church belongs in politics 
Theologians defend liberation colleagues 

Bishops in brouhahas in England, Denmark, Kenya 
Bishops' letter brings reaction in Nicaragua 

World YMCA considers structure, functions 

GDR bishop suggests "gradual commitment" for unbaptized 
Philippine Independent Church drops bishops 
Argentine RC bishops defend human rights record 
Japanese petition drive on fingerprinting 
Ecumenical cable system launched in US 

LWF report considers ecumenism 

Japan WCTU plans centre for "women's sanctuary" 
Scotland church leaders in ecumenical meeting 
Ecumenical tourism coalition meets 

US religious leaders in Chile appeal 

Finnish church peace committee criticizes LWF book 
Arrests of church people in Lesotho 

Electronic church in US studied 

Clergy in the European Parliament 

Church unity proposal fails 

Ecumenical Council expanded in Czechoslovakia 

ACC sets up Philippines desk 

. Kenyan birth control policy attacked 

Church initiative halts Krugerrand sale 

Urban ministry education changes asked 

Pope assesses Swiss visit 

Albania on USSR and ROC 

Roman Catholic-Eastern Orthodox statement being reworked 
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"Peace, Justice, and Human Rights" 
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"EPS at 50 - Reflections and Trends" 
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enical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
orld Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
sarily those of the WCC or the partners. 


SHOPTALK 


The usual EPS deadline is each Tuesday at noon (GMT). However, because 
of the WCC central committee meeting and staff travel in July and August, 
the following modified schedule is projected (all times GMT): 


Tuesday 10 July 6h00 
Thursday 12 July 8h00 
Wednesday -°18 July 10h00 LES cnt 
Monday 30 July 8h00 
Wednesday 9 August 8h00 
Friday 24 August 10h00 


++ e+ + 


Assuming the central committee sticks to its current schedule, an EPS 
reporting the election of the new WCC general secretary (including 
background and biographical information) is projected for mailing 13. 
July. Journalists with deadlines which would not be accommodated by 
that schedule can make alternative arrangements by contacting the EPS 
office. 


+++++ 


Several world church organisations plan major meetings in July and August. 
EPS plans coverage of the following: 


Anglican Consultative Council Nairobi 17-27 July 
Lutheran World Federation Assembly Budapest 22 July-05 August 
World Convention of Churches of Christ Jamaica 18-22 . July 
Mennonite World Conference Assembly Strasbourg 24-29 July 
Reformed Ecumenical Synod Chicago 31 July-10 August 


+++ 4+ + 


New York-based Religious News Service has announced major changes in 
its staff, including a new editor/director, Judith Weidman. She 
succeeds Gerald Renner. RNS has also moved its offices in New York 
to 104 West 56 Street. 


++e++e++ 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has released situation 
reports (25 June) on the drought in Mozambique and in Zimbabwe. 

The former is "about the worst drought-affected country in Africa: 
over 3 million people suffering, about one out of four." The latter 
is “experiencing the worst food deficit in [its] recorded history." 


Copies of the reports are available to journalists on request to 
CICARWS (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


AFRICA CHURCH CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
CREATES HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP Service 84.07.01 


NAIROBI (EPS) - The general committee of the All Africa Conference of Churches, 
meeting here, has created a commission on human and peoples' rights chaired by 
Henry Okullu, a Kenyan Anglican bishop. 


The eight-day gathering [26 May-2 June] was opened by Zimbabwe President Canaan 
Banana. He urged developing countries to devise alternative economic systems 
to overcome poverty and economic injustice. He called for a reduction in 
military budgets, controls on population growth, development and localisation 
of technology, and rejection of some colonial values and traditions. 


Among the agenda items, according to an AACC report, were "delicate issues" 

such as conflicts in the north-western part of the continent, the situation in 
southern Africa, "liberation in Namibia and South Africa", hunger, administrative 
matters, and the next AACC general assembly [set for August 1986 in Lome, Togo]. 


In his report, AACC General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa noted various constraints 
on AACC work, including financial limitations, linguistic barriers, apparent 
diversity of situations, and lack of knowledge and understanding about AACC 
Objectives. He asked those present to play a "permanent advocacy role" on 
behalf of the AACC. 


EPS 


SA CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
CONFERENCE OPENS Service 84.07.02 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The president of the South African Council of Churches, 
Lutheran Bishop Manas Buthelezi, told 200 delegates here for the opening 
service of the SACC national conference [25-29 June] that differences and 
divisions within the church reflect the situation in the larger society, and 
hamper the church's work in South Africa. 


"Each church believes its insight into the understanding of the Christian 
message is the correct one", Buthelezi said, "with the result that Christian 
truth itself becomes the victim of these factions." The church's task, he 
said, is:to "declare the divine truth...to liberate the truth". 


Members of the congregation acknowledged that "we proclaim justice while we 
remain caught up in the structures of injustices". They said they intended 
to be "God's agents for justice in South Africa". 


Among items on the conference agenda are a proposed day of prayer and fasting 
[24 August] to protest the government policy of resettling people on the basis 
of race [related item: EPS 84.07.03], the government's investigation of the 
SACC by the Eloff Commission, and changes in the South African political system 
which grant some rights to people classified as mixed race or Indian, while 
leaving the white minority dominant. 


In a two-day meeting on the eve of the SACC meeting, leaders of its member 
denominations reiterated their "grave reservations" about the changes which 
would "still exclude...the largest proportion of our population [blacks] from 
even the modicum of political participation...offered to Indians and to 
Coloureds". They said those being urged to vote in elections in August "must 
recognise...that it [the new system] does not move in any way towards the 
achievement of a common society which we as Christians believe to be the will 
of God for this country". 

EPS 


REMOVALS OPPOSED Ecumenical Press 
AT SA SERVICES Service 84.07.03 


JOHANNESBURG/CAPE TOWN (EPS) - Multi-racial, ecumenical services were held here 
[24 June] to protest South African government policy forcing people to move 
because of their race. The policy is rooted in the South African apartheid 
(race separation with white supremacy) system. 


The service in Phillipi (near Cape Town) was organized by the Western Province 
Council of Churches, which includes Anglican, Methodist, Moravian, Roman 
Catholic, Reformed (NGSK, PCSA, United Congregational), Lutheran, and Quaker 
jurisdictions. The three-and-a-half hour service included more than 50 messages 
of support and solidarity, including one from World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Philip Potter. 


In his sermon, Lutheran Bishop S. E. Serote called the issue of removals 
religious, not just political, one on which the church "should have raised its 
voice...long ago'’. WPCC Chairman Jan de Waal said the group was saying "no to 
forced removals in the name of God. His word is strong enough. We don't need 
a political rally". 


In his sermon, World Alliance of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak, a 
South African Reformed theologian, said the Bible "does not speak of it 
[government] as an enemy, because a government should be the shepherd of its 
people”. He said there are many areas in which one could test whether the 
South African government does God's will. In answer to his own questions, he 
repeatedly said it is 'not the servant of God". The service was also addressed 
by representatives from the Evangelical Church in Germany and the South African 
Council of Churches. 


A report from Ecumenical News Service said "the most striking feature of the 
long [Phillipi] service in a blue and white striped...tent outside the small 
Lutheran church in...a coloured area [one reserved for people classified by the 


government as mixed race] was the absence of violent and aggressive emotionalism... 


The WPCC wanted to hold a peaceful protest service against forced removals, 
without keeping away more openly-political factions, and it succeeded." 


At the Johannesburg gathering, Frank Chikane, an ordained minister and a leading 
member of the anti-apartheid United Democratic Front said "people are extending 
their hands to the apartheid regime and saying, ‘If you change today there will 
be peace'...But if we let this system continue, the consequences will be very 
bloody." 


Another person speaking in Johannesburg was Moses Ngema, a leader of the Kwangema 
community, whose land was given it by the British Crown in 1904. It has 
appealed to Queen Elizabeth and UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in an effort 
to change the South African government's plans to relocate the community. An 
estimated three million South Africans have been relocated since 1960. 


EPS 
Church people slain in Uganda EPS 84.07.04 
NAMUGONGO, Uganda (EPS) - Principal Godfrey Bazira of the Anglican seminary here 
was among a score of people who died in the region last month as Ugandan army 
troops pursued "bandits" who, the government said, tried to blow up a tele- 
communications station nearby. Bazira was reportedly beaten and tortured in 
front of seminary students before he was killed. Seminary offices, dormitories 
and other facilities were also looted or destroyed by fire, as was a nearby 
church and retreat centre. Armed men also desecrated a mosque by slaughtering 
pigs and roasting pork inside it. A government statement said any troops 
"suspected of having been party to these criminal acts" would be dealt with, but 


added that government opponents dress in army uniforms. Ugandan Vice President 
Paulo Muwanga headed a government delegation at the funeral. 


EPS 


DENOMINATIONS HOLD Ecumenical Press 
GOVERNING MEETINGS Service 84.07.05 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Several US denominations held governing meetings in recent weeks. 
Among them: 


The Southern Baptist Convention [Kansas City 12-14 June], "continued its strong 
swing towards ultra-conservatism", according to a report from Religious News 
Service. "With a minor exception", it added, "the moderates went home essentially 
empty handed - leaving little doubt that the conservatives had now assumed full 
control of the giant denomination", the second largest (after the Roman Catholic 
Church) in the US. 


The SBC voted (4793-3460) that women are excluded from pastoral leadership 
because "the man was first in creation and the woman first in the Edenic fall", 
which brought sin into the world. SBC resolutions are not binding on its 
congregations. There are about 250 women among the denomination's approximately 
40,000 pastors. 


A resolution on abortion called for "legislation and/or constitutional amendment 
which will prohibit abortion except to save the physical life of the mother". 

On tobacco, the convention urged an end to government subsidies to those who 
"plant, grow or sell tobacco products", and asked "people, pastors and SBC 
leaders to refrain from using tobacco in any form" and Southern Baptist tobacco 
growers to "switch to another...crop". Narrowly defeated was a proposal to 

stop financial support for a Washington-based Baptist public-affairs agency which 
includes the SBC and eight other Baptist denominations. 


In New Brunswick (New Jersey), the Reformed Church in America general synod 
rejected a proposal to allow baptized children to receive the Lord's Supper 
before they make a formal and public profession of faith; instructed its 
Christian unity commission to begin conversations with the Christian Reformed 
Church, with the aim of closer co-operation and eventual reunion; urged the US 
to "modify the economic blockade against Cuba to permit [US] religious bodies... 
to send books and other forms of economic assistance to the seminaries and 
churches" there; and declared that the US should use diplomacy rather than 
military force to encourage peace and economic progress in Nicaragua. 


The general assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) [Phoenix, 29 May-6 June] 
adopted a three-year emphasis on evangelism and church growth. (The assembly 
heard that while members gave an "unprecedented" 1.2 billion US dollars through 
their congregations last year, membership declined by 35,000 (to about 3.1 
million). 


Among other actions, the assembly declined proposals that it change its 

position on abortion (which it declared, last year, an individual choice "to be 
made on the basis of conscience and personal religious principles, and free from 
governmental interference’),, its personnel policies, or its policies for 
admission to the ministry. The policies prohibit practising homosexuals from 
ordained ministry, and commit the denomination to abide by civil law in filling 
jobs. (In some places in the US, discrimination in hiring based on sexual 
preference is against the law.) 


Without debate, the assembly approved a comprehensive resolution on Central 
America which includes portions critical of US policy in the region. James 
Andrews, one of the two interim co-stated clerks, was chosen PCUSA stated clerk 
on the fourth ballot, defeating William P. Thompson (the other interim co-stated 
clerk) and two other candidates. 


Meeting in Burlingame (California) [6-8 June], the executive council of the [Anglican] 
Episcopal Church backed a major report from a special Central American task force 

and asked Anglicans to study and act on it. Among other things, it says US citizens 
should questicu the US history of hemispheric domination and a superpower myopia 

in order to understand better what is going on in the region. The report includes 


52 recommendations. EPS 


CONFERENCE: CHURCH ' Ecumenical Press 
BELONGS IN POLITICS Service 84.07.06 


This ttem ts adapted and abridged from Religious News Service. 


CAMBRIDGE (Massachusetts, US)(EPS/James Franklin) - About 40 politicians, 
religious representatives and scholars concluded a two-day conference at 
Harvard University on religion and political campaigns with consensus that 
churches definitely should take part in politics, although they have more 
credibility when their involvement is not self-serving. 


The group, representing organizations ranging from Americans for Democratic 
Action to the Moral Majority, from the National Council of .Churches to the 

Republican National Committee, expressed surprise at how easily they agreed 
on their principal finding. 


George Rupp, dean of the Harvard Divinity School, called it a "striking finding - 
we have found basic agreement". "Left, right and centre have agreed here that 
restrictions and inhibitions on religious involvement should be dropped. The 
legitimacy of religious involvement is accepted across the board", said Nathan 
Glazer of Harvard's School of Education. "We've come a long, long way from 

the time when everybody worried that religion is dangerous and should be fenced 
in", said Arthur Lelyveld, one veteran Jewish religious leader. 


That conclusion was one among a list of statements drawn from the frank 
discussion of case studies, personal experience and history reviewed during the 
June 10-11 conference. In other findings, to be published later, participants 
recognized that so-called "single issues" bring out voters and, while sometimes 
unfair, may also be important enough to use as a basis for voting. 


They said synagogues, black and evangelical churches are having a bigger political 
impact than other religious groups, because they have stronger agreement on 

what political issues to be involved in. They also said that, while convictions . 
differ on whether clergy and congregations should endorse candidates, such 
endorsements should be made "prudently" because they can damage other religious 
functions. 


Participants included William Hudnutt, mayor of Indianapolis and a Presbyterian 
minister who lost his seat in Congress in the reaction to the Watergate scandal, 
and Robert Drinan, the Jesuit priest who heads Americans for Democratic Action 


Much of their discussion was private and off the record, time in which the 
sponsors of the meeting - Harvard's Institute of Politics and Divinity School - 
hoped would bring frank discussions of the differences between them. 


EPS 


Theologians defend liberation colleagues EPS 84.07.07 
NIJMEGEN, Netherlands (EPS) - An unofficial group of prominent theologians 
issued (25 June) a defense of Latin American and other "liberation theologians," 
and protested "vigorously" that some church leaders express "suspicions of 
unfaithfulness toward the Christian message and accusations of substituting a 


Marxist-influenced ideology" against them. The Concilium group also warned 
against "any premature intervention from higher authorities" which "risks stifling 
the /Holy/ Spirit, which animates and guides local churches." Among others, the 


head of the Vatican doctrinal section has been critical of liberation theology. 
Among theologians in the largely Roman Catholic group are Yves Congar (France), 
Hans Kiing (FRG), Jiirgen Moltmann (FRG), John Zizioulas (UK), Gustavo Gutierrez 
(Peru), and Edward Schillebeeckx (Netherlands). 


EPS 


BISHOPS IN BROUHAHAS IN Ecumenical Press 
ENGLAND, DENMARK, KENYA Service 84.07.08 


GENEVA (EPS) - Brouhahas over bishops, for widely-differing reasons, have 
attracted attention in England, Denmark, and Kenya in recent weeks. 


In England, theologian David Jenkins, to be consecrated Anglican bishop of 
Durham 6 July, has been criticized for views expressed on a television programme 
in April. In a discussion of Jesus' resurrection, he described it as a series 
of experiences (rather than a single identifiable event) that gradually 

convinced Jesus' first followers that he was alive. In any case, Jenkins added, 
it is not imagination or wishful thinking, but God causing something to happen. 


Jenkins' predecessor and chief consecrator, John Habgood, now archbishop of 
York, is being asked by some critics of the bishop-elect to require Jenkins to 
publicly affirm his belief in the creeds "as the church has consistently 
interpreted them". In another move, 11 of the 80 clerical members of the 
Church of England general synod, which meets in York 7-11 July, have asked that 
the consecration be delayed until the synod can debate the issue. 


Habgood, however, issued a statement which, though not mentioning Jenkins by 
name, notes that "discussion of fundamental Christian doctrine on TV or in the 
press has revealed yet again how difficult it is for the general Christian 
public to appreciate what theologians are doing". 


England's other Anglican primate, Robert Runcie of Canterbury, said in a 
television interview (24 June) that "it won't do for us as Christians simply to 
think of the stories about Jesus as beautiful or helpful or meaningful...It 
won't do for us to strain out of the stories all we find difficult because it 
has an element of miracle and mystery about it." He did not refer directly to 
Jenkins either. 


The same day, Jenkins said he looked "forward to developing a positive teaching 
and pastoral ministry which will build on the great opportunities which this 
controversy has already opened up". 


In Denmark, Henrik Christiansen, Lutheran bishop of Alborg, has been criticized 
by 11 of his diocesan priests, for his participation in two ecumenical services 
with Roman Catholics, including a cross-led procession with music. Their 
letter voices fears about triumphalism and a restriction on Christian freedom 
in a world-wide, united church. 


Christiansen says the 11 write out of ignorance and distort the situation. 
He adds that he supports visible unity with reconciled diversity. 


In Kenya, the issue is neither doctrinal subscription nor ecumenical 
participation, but the fitness of candidates and procedures for election of a 
bishop. After the death of Anglican Mount Kenya South Bishop Sospeter Magua, 
Eldoret Bishop Alexander Muge took the Anglican primate of Kenya, Manasses Kuria, 
to a civil court to prevent the inclusion of Samuel Muturi as a candidate for 
election. Muturi had been previously rejected by a 12-member electoral college 
as a candidate. 


However, after a private conference, the two bishops and their lawyers agreed 
that the election, which was scheduled for 16 June, would be postponed until after 
fresh nominations, by a panel made up of all the Kenyan Anglican bishops and 
representatives from their dioceses. 


EPS 


BISHOPS' LETTER BRINGS Ecumenical Press 
REACTION IN NICARAGUA Service 84.06.09 


The following ts abridged and adapted from an article tn the 24 May issue of 
Lima-based Latitnamertca Press. 


MANAGUA (EPS/Patricia Hynds) - The "pastoral letter on reconciliation " by 
Nicaragua's Roman Catholic bishops, which was read in most parishes on Easter 
Sunday and included a call to dialogue with those who have taken up arms against 
the government, has provoked a wave of protest here and has heightened already 
tense church-state relations. 


Many were angered by the fact that the bishops, when they address the theme of 
reconciliation, fail to mention that the suffering and violent death of so many 
Nicaraguans is a direct consequence of US support for the counter-revolutionary 
movement and its persistent efforts (like the mining of Nicaraguan ports) to 
destabilize the Sandinista government. 


The omissions provoked a heated response. Sandinista leaders made thinly-veiled 
references to the bishops, using phrases like "traitors" and "CIA collaborators", 
while Managua's opposition daily La Prensa strongly backed the bishops' position. 
The pro-government press dug out old archive photos of several bishops greeting 
former dictator Anastasio Somoza, and published copies of their letters thanking 
him for lavish gifts. The archdiocesan office came back with a warning that any 
harm that might come to the bishops would be laid on the shoulders of those 
responsible for the campaign. 


Equally strong but more measured was the response of many Christian groups. A 
number of them released critiques of the letter. After the publication of the 
letter, Managua Archbishop Miguel Obando y Bravo was called to Rome, where he had 
a long conversation with Pope John Paul. The contents of their meeting have not 
been disclosed. 


The letter is divided into three parts. The first is a doctrinal treatise on the 
roots of sin and redemption in Christ. The second offers the bishops' 
interpretation of what is happening in the country today. They see Nicaragua 
ever more deeply divided, and insist that essential values are being undermined. 
This second part has provoked considerable criticism, not the least of which 
concerned the timing of the letter. During the very weeks when the media were 
denouncing the role of the CIA in the mining of Nicaragua's ports and criticizing 
the Reagan administration for rejecting jurisdiction in the case by the Inter- 
national Court of Justice at The Hague, the bishops chose to issue their attack 
on the Sandinistas and call them to repent. 


But it was the section on "Dialogue" in the third part of the letter that 
provoked the most consternation. The bishops call upon the Sandinistas to ask 
forgiveness, to repent and to dialogue with all involved, including the armed 


"contras'" fighting at the country's northern and southern borders. Nowhere do 
the bishops suggest that the "contras" lay down their arms, repent of their sins, 
or seek forgiveness and make amends. According to critics, the one-sidedness of 


the appeal makes the bishops" letter look like a political document in support of 
the opposition. 


One of the most detailed responses to the letter came from Nicaragua's Jesuit 
community published 9 May in two Managua dailies. For the Jesuits, "the letter 
ignores the fact that Nicaraguans who are not in agreement with the revolutionary 
process and go to the extreme of carrying out an armed counter-revolution, could 
do so only because in December 1981 the president of the United States authorized 
a covert operation that finances, trains and gives logistical support to the 
counter-revolutionary movement", 


EPS 


WORLD YMCA CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
STRUCTURE, FUNCTIONS Service 84.07.10 


GENEVA (EPS) - The executive committee of the World Alliance of YMCAs (WAYM) met 
[24-29 June] at WAYM headquarters here. Early on the agenda was a report from 
a 16-member study commission appointed in the wake of the July 1981 World Council 
of YMCAs (WCYM) meeting in Estes Park (Colorado, US). It urged a study to 
"determine the type of world organization needed to support the work of the 
present confederation of national movements and areas as well as to strengthen 
the work of the YMCA in all lands". 


Chairman Robert Copleton said the commission report was "not a radical document". 
It was sent to the member movements last December. Of the 70, 55 "approved in 
principle", two (Chile and Sweden) did not, and 13 (Belgium, France, Ireland, 
Italy, Liberia, Madagascar, Malaysia, New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Peru, Portugal, Thailand) did not reply or did not comment. Of the three 
associated movements, Bolivia approved and Benin and Sierra Leone did not reply. 
No reply was requested from the 17 related YMCAs, but five (Angola, Senegal, 
Sudan, Zaire, Zimbabwe) also approved in principle. 


The committee approved, often unanimously and usually overwhelmingly, a series 

of commission recommendations on WAYM role, functions, structure, relationships 
with national movements and area organizations, financing, and staffing. Asa 
movement, the YMCA is defined as having "Christian leadership and open membership". 


The report reiterates five imperatives for YMCA work adopted at the WCYM meeting 
in Kampala in 1973 - to work for "equal opportunity and justice for all", "an 
enviornment in which relationships among people are characterized by love and 
understanding", "conditions...which allow for honesty, depth, and creativity", 
"development of the whole person", and to develop and maintain "leadership and 
programme patterns which exemplify the varieties and depth of Christian 
experience". 


Other issues and reports which arose in connection with the committee meeting 
were refugees and rehabilitation, funding and finance, world urban matters, 
leadership, Christian orientation and ecumenical concerns, intermovement co- 
operation, development, and peace and human rights. Also considered were 
plans for the 1985 WCYM, scheduled for 28 July-5 August in Nyborg-Strand, 
Denmark. 


[Related items 84.07.34, 84.07.35] EPS 


GDR bishop suggests "gradual commitment" for unbaptized EPS 84.07.11 
MAGDEBURG, GDR (EPS) - Evangelical (United) Bishop Christoph Demke, head of the 
regional church based here, has suggested a system of "gradual commitment" for 
people who aren't ready to be baptized. He noted, in a talk in West Berlin 
reported by the FRG church news agency EPD, that many GDR citizens are interested 
in some aspects of the church, such as youth work or Christ's teachings, even 
though they are not ready for baptism. Demke said he would work to see that 
congregations are more open to participation by such people. 


Philippine Independent Church drops bishops EPS 84.07, 12 
MANILA (EPS) - Chief Bishop Addias R. de la Cruz of the Philippine Independent 
Church (IFI) has reiterated (6 June) that Eugenio Nuestro Loreto is the "only 
duly-authorized and recognized" IFI bishop in North America, and that two other 
bishops - Francisco Pagtakhan and Bartolome Remigio have been dropped from the 
IFI bishops' roster by action of the IFI Supreme Council of Bishops. The IFI, a 
denomination with Roman Catholic roots, is in full communion with Anglicanism, 
and belongs to the World Council of Churches, Christian Conference of Asia, and 
National Council of Churches in the Philippines. 


EPS 


Argentine RC bishops defend human rights record EPS 84.07.13 
BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - Argentina's Roman Catholic bishops issued (13 June) a 
65-page defense of their human rights record during the recent decade when 
thousands of citizens were tortured or disappeared. The 65-page booklet contains 
more than 30 documents, communiques and statements expressing Argentine Roman 
Catholic condemnation of torture and disappearances during "critical hours for 
the nation." 


Japanese petition drive on fingerprinting EPS 84.07.14 
TOKYO (EPS) - Members of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) and the 
Korean Christian Church in Japan have begun a drive to collect 500,000 signatures 
against a law which requires all foreigners to be fingerprinted. They say it 
violates human rights, especially of Koreans living in Japan, treating them as if 
they were criminals. Thirty foreigners have refused to be fingerprinted; eight 
have been indicted. 


Ecumenical cable system launched in US EPS 84.07.15 
NEW YORK (EPS) — ACTS (American Christian TV System) had its premiere 12 June. 

It is run by the Southern Baptist Radio and Television Commission. Other 
denominations - Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, United Methodist, Anglican, Lutheran 
- have been invited to provide programs for the 18-hour daily cable schedule. 

ACTS begins with distribution to 70 cable systems with 4 million subscribers. 


LWF report considers ecumenism EPS 84.07.16 
GENEVA (EPS) - A 25-page report, "Growth in Ecumenical Commitment" has been 
issued by the Lutheran World Federation, based here, in connection with its 
Seventh Assembly (22 July-5 August). It concludes that "the Lutheran churches of 
the world are bound together in a Lutheran communion, that is, in a relationship 
of full ecclesial communion...based on the unity of the apostolic faith in the 
proclamation of the gospel and celebration of the sacraments....Both the Lutheran 
communion and the LWF are fully committed to the ecumenical movement....The 
confessional and ecumenical commitment are demonstrably indivisible." 


Japan WCTU plans centre for "women's sanctuary" EPS 84.07.17 
TOKYO (EPS) - The Women 's Christian Temperance Union of Japan is planning to 

build a centre for its sanctuary program for women needing protection, particularly 
foreigners forced to be prostitutes. 


Scotland church leaders in ecumenical meeting EPS 84.07.18 
IONA, Scotland (EPS) - Leaders of Scotland's major denominations met over Pentecost 
(9-13 June) here, the island which was the headquarters for sixth century Christian 
missionary work in the country by Saint Columba. The leaders promised to encourage 
Similar gatherings of Christians from various traditions on the local level. 


Ecumenical tourism coalition meets EPS 84.07.19 
BANGKOK (EPS) - The executive committee of the Ecumenical Coalition on Third 
World Tourism agreed in mid-May on priorities for the group, formed in 1980. 
These include "a positive emphasis on creating new forms of tourism for those 
places where there is no alternative to tourism as an economic activity, building 
strong action networks to help combat the most blatant abuses in Third World 
tourism, and an emphasis on education for development focused not only on host 
communities, but also on tourists and those engaged in the tourist industry." 

The coalition includes five regional conferences of churches - Asia, Pacific, 
Latin America, Caribbean, Middle East - and the Federation of Asian /Roman 
Catholic/ Bishops' Conferences. The committee reappointed Peter Holden (Australia) 
as coalition executive secretary. The coalition is based here. 


EPS 


US religious leaders in Chile appeal EPS 84.07.20 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - Rome-based Inter Press Service reports that 75 US religious 
leaders sent (1 June) a letter to Chilean President Augusto Pinochet "appealing 
for an end to torture and other repressive acts against suspected dissidents." 


Finnish church peace committee criticizes LWF book EPS 84.07.21] 
HELSINKI (EPS) - The peace committee of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Finland (SELK) says a new booklet from the Lutheran World Federation (Peace: 

What Can We Do?") "does not correspond" to the SELK "concept of the responsible 
discussion of problems concerning peace and disarmament." The committee said the 
1982 LWF conference on which the book is based was one-sided. Said the committee: 
SELK "considers détente and the increase of mutual trust between countries with 
different social systems the central point of departure in the effort to maintain 
and promote peace. Ideological bias and the feeding of animosities do not 

advance the churches' peace work." 


Arrests of church people in Lesotho EPS 84.07.22 
MASERU (EPS) - The mission department of the Protestant Churches of French-Speaking 
Switzerland reports (12 June) that about a dozen members of the Evangelical 

Church of Lesotho, including a staff member of its newspaper "Leselinyana," a 
pastor's spouse, an evangelist and a nurse, were jailed in that small, southern 
African country, then released without explanation several weeks later without 
explanation, though facing the prospect of a trial. There has been tension 

between the Reformed denomination and the government of Prime Minister Jonathan 
Leabua (EPS 83.11.07). Most of the 1.3 million Lesothans are counted as Christians, 
most of them Evangelical or Roman Catholic. 


Electronic church in US studied EPS 84.07.23 
PHILADELPHIA (EPS) - A news ageny report (15 June) on a University of Pennsylvania 
Study of the "electronic church" says it estimates that televised religious 
programs took in about 500 million US dollars last year in contributions. The 
study also indicates that most viewers of such programs are already confirmed 
churchgoers, and that the broadcasts do not lure them away from church. 


Clergy in the European Parliament EPS 84.07.24 
PS SSS ea a ea a ae Ce a Gy ee eee eee oe 
BRUSSELS (EPS) - Two Roman Catholic priests - Herman Verbeek (Netherlands) and 


Jef Ulburghs (Belgium) - and one Reformed minister - Ian Paisley (Northern 
Ireland) were elected to the European Parliament this month. News agency reports 
described the priests as "left wing." Verbeek has permission from his bishop to 
run. Linked with Paisley as "Protestant firebrands" elected was Leen van der 
Waal, representative of the Netherlands Calvinist Party. 


Church unity proposal fails EPS 84.07.25 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The proposed union of the mostly white Presbyterian Church 
of Southern Africa and the mostly black United Congregational Church of Southern 
Africa (EPS 83.11.41) has failed after seven of the 12 PCSA presbyteries rejected 
it. The two bodies have been discussing union on and off since 1904. Assemblies 
of the two approved union last year. The eight (of 12) UCCSA regions which had 
voted when the PCSA announcement came (14 June) were all in favor. 


Ecumenical Council expanded in Czechoslovakia EPS 84.07.26 
PRAGUE (EPS) - With the addition of two Slovak denominations in Czechoslovakia, 
the Ecumenical Council of Churches in the Czech Socialist Republic has been 
recast as the 1l-denomination Ecumenical Council of Churches in the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Republic, thus including the whole country. Its seat remains in 
Prague. 


ACC sets up Philippines desk EPS 84.07.27 
SYDNEY (EPS) - The Australian Council of Churches has set up a Philippines desk. 
According to a report (June) in Outlook, an Australian Christian monthly, it is 
to "raise the awareness of Australian church people and to stimulate action of 
the question of Australia's military aid to the Philippines and the issue of 


human rights in that country." 
EPS 


Kenyan birth control policy attacked EPS 84.07.28 
NAIROBI (EPS) - Maurice Cardinal Otunga, head of the Roman Catholic church in 
Kenya, has called for reconsideration of official Kenyan population control 
programs. He said in a sermon (17 June), that advocates of birth control and 
abortion are "disregarding God's wishes" and that with food enough for all 
Kenyans, there is "no need to cause alarm by saying people will suffer because of 
population growth." Rome-based Inter Press Service reports from here that 
"response from the government has been muted, but local papers have written 
strongly-worded editorials against the cardinal's comments." The paper of the 
governing party said the church leader's stand makes "no sense." Government 
Minister Oluoch Kanindo said in parliament that the government's policy is based 
on "the fact that we have the highest birthrate in the world, " causing an estimated 
population growth of four percent per year. 


Church initiative halts Krugerrand sale EPS 84.07.29 
OSLO (EPS) - Two Norwegian banks - Kreditkassen and Sunnmérsbanken - announced 
(19 June) that they will no longer sell South African Krugerrands (gold pieces). 
Their announcement came following an intervention on its behalf and that of other 
church agencies by Norwegian Church Aid. Some Norwegian shops continue to sell 
the pieces. 


Urban ministry education changes asked EPS 84.07.30 
SWANWICK, England (EPS) - An ecumenical consultation on theological education for 
urban ministry (here, 3-7 June) has urged four changes in denominational policies 

- development of ecumenical inner city and urban missions or alliances, including 
theological education; greater use of existing urban training units for parts of 
basic theological education and ministerial training; i and development of 
"situation based and people-based theological education" ane inclusion of laity 

in such programs, with prominence to Christian responses en "racism, classism, 

and sexism." The meeting was co-sponsored by four groups, including the theologica 
education program (PTE) of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


Pope assesses Swiss visit EPS 84.07.31 
ROME (EPS) - Reuter news agency reports from here that Pope John Paul II listed 
his discussions at the World Council of Churches (EPS 51/21) as among the positive 
aspects of his six-day visit to Switzerland (12-17 June). Asked what problems he 
encountered in the country, he reportedly replied: "They are Swiss; they are very 
Swiss." 


Albania on USSR and ROC EPS 84.07.32 
KENT, England (EPS) - New York-based Religious News Service reported (6 June) 
from here that ATA, the Albanian news agency, said the "Soviet government is 
partnered ably by the Russian Orthodox Church, which is abetting the revisionist 
bourgeoisie by par soning the mind of the working classes and by preaching 
Christian submission." The Soviet Communist Party, ATA said, approve "a growth 
of active piety, theological teaching, and the increase in cuaheks of believers" 
in the USSR. Albania declared itself "the world's first atheist state" in 1967, 
and has for years been critical of Soviet policy. The RNS report was based on 
information from Keston College here. 


Roman Catholic-Eastern Orthodox statement being reworked — EPS 84.07.33 
CRETE (EPS) - According to a member of the official, international Eastern 
Orthodox-Roman Catholic theological dialogue commission, the group came to 
"cseneral agreement" at its third full meeting, here recently, on issues connected 
with three sacraments (baptism, confirmation/chrismation, eucharist). However, 
the text describing their work and conclusions is being reworked because it was 
not mutually satisfactory, according to John Long, a Jesuit scholar at Fordham 
University in New York. Long's comments were reported (19 June) by New York-based 
Religious News Service. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: ''Peace, Justice, and Human Rights" EPS 84.07.34 


This item ts excerpted from an address to the executive committee [24-29 June, 
Geneva] of the Geneva-based World YMCA. Koshy ts tnternattonal affatrs 
director of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


...There are tensions at two levels at least. The engagement of the people 
in a particular situation may be, say in South Africa, predominantly for justice. 
Efforts for apparent peace may even be at the cost of justice there. In another 


Situation the immediate preoccupation can be peace and some justice issues may 
appear to be ignored. 


There is another level of tension also; the tension between what may be called 


the absolute and the attainable. Affirmations about peace and justice are 
often in absolute terms. They represent our vision. But in what we are able 
to do as organizations and individuals we are dealing with the attainable - the 
fragmentary achievements of justice and the fragile gains of peace. While 
keeping the vision, Christian social ethics demands us to realize and expand the 
attainable. But we see peace, justice and human dignity together.... 


There are a few common convictions which can be affirmed within the ecumenical 
movement. They include: the commitment to peace based on justice; the concern 
that the majority of people though threatened have no voice in determination of 
their policies; the concern about acceleration of militarization and violation 
of human rights; the concern that all people should be able to live in dignity; 
the concern against violence; the concern for a new understanding of security. 


The prevalent notions of security have been not only self-defeating but 
detrimental to the interests of the people at large. National security doctrines 
have led to internal militarism and collective security doctrines have led to 
external militarism. Nations have to seek common security but even the 
preliminary steps for that are not being taken. The combination of national and 
collective security doctrines have brought the world to the present crisis. 

This is exemplified by the relations between the Soviet Union and the USA having 
frozen into their worst state since the Cuban missile crisis. Then, however, 

the tension was relatively short-lived. 


The current crisis is substantially different because it has been caused by many 
more disruptive actions on both sides. It threatens to become a deep enduring 
Systemic trough out of which leaders of these countries will have great difficulty 
in climbing in the coming years. This is a return to the futile propaganda war 
of the fifties. The style and idiom are reminiscent of the earlier cold war but 
there is a new aggressive tone and a new belligerence of rhetoric. Searching 

for impossible conditions of security and military superiority the two super- 
powers have become mutual hostages, with the relentless nuclear arms race and now 
with the ‘star war' scenario. 


The wrong road to security has led us here. True security can therefore be 
achieved only as a common enterprise of nations but security is also inseparable 
from justice. A concept of "common security" of nations must be reinforced by 
a concept of "people's security". True security for the people demands respect 
for human rights. 


Human rights as a “household notion", as a central part of the world's agenda, and 
as the object of international activism is a relatively new phenomenon which can 
be said to have started in a significant way around the mid-sixties. The 
narrative framework of the human rights movement and the human rights issue as 
they are known today can be found in the international human rights instrument. 
The instruments appear so dignified and impressive that one may think they are the 
result of a happy blend of statesmanship and scholarship. What is not usually 
remembered is that in reality the driving force behind these documents was the 
Struggle of peoples demanding recognition and respect for their rights.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Hector Caselli: "World YMCA - Role, Functions, Structures" EPS 84.07.35 


This ttem ts excerpted from the conelustons of a report to the executive committee 
[24-29 June, Geneva] of the Geneva-based World YMCA. Casellt ts World YMCA 
secretary—general. 


We have worked for nearly three years on the "study of role, functions and 
structures of the World Alliance"...A new world structure, new functions, and a 
better orientation on relationships within the world YMCA movement, will be set 
up, and thus bring about a new style of World Alliance. The Christian nature and 
mission of the YMCA, as well as its ecumenical vocation, have been reaffirmed in 
the role of the World Alliance as its primary and all-embracing function. Some 
may say: "At last, the study is coming to an end..." Others, more perceptive, 
will recognize: "Alas, we are only at the beginning..." 


The study carried out was imperative, over and above the effort which it has 
demanded and its financial price tag. The results obtained will be judged by 
you and those involved in the world movement in the immediate years. There is 
one point I wish to emphasize: this study has only been a stage in a continuous 
process of renewal and change. Static organizations are called to disappear. 
Equally so, static churches and Christian movements will continue to be less and 
less relevant. We have to accept and to rejoice that we are involved together 
in a process of transformation, with high challenges, high demands and growing 
urgencies. This process of transformation has indeed many characteristics, but 
there are two dimensions which I would like to reiterate.... 


The first one is the element of hope, that is, the hope embodied in Jesus Christ 
and based on our faith. It provides orientation, together with an attitude of 

expectation: and optimism. The lordship of Jesus Christ gives the rationale and 
the responsibility to make changes. Thus we become part of God's intervention 

through Jesus Christ in the movement and advancement of history. 


The second characteristic is that of spiritual transformation. The core of 
human and social transformation is spiritual. Without the behaviour implicit in 
conversion, human beings and institutions become deterrents to social trans- 
formation. Without "metanoia", a profound change of spirit and mind in our 
relationship to God, we run the risk of remaining as parts of the "social and 
cosmic anti-creation", becoming unknown and maybe even unwilling partners of 
injustice and exploitation, of oppression and materialistic systems, of 
alienation and deterioration of values. 


Spiritual transformation is a continuous challenge to the churches and to Christian 
movements. Ron Sider reflects that "perhaps the genuinely unique contribution of 
Christians to development is precisely the people of God, as a new community where 
all relationships are being redeemed". 


As these relationships are redeemed, institutions and structures are changed. 

This becomes clear in our minds when we find examples in the historical moments 
when Christianity has influenced and changed society - examples such as the 
abolition of slavery, the struggle against racism, the status of women, the rights 
of children, or the Christian influence in liberation movements. 


Consequently, I am trying to affirm that the good, valid and relevant effort to 
change and improve our world YMCA movement and the World Alliance in particular, 
is a fragment within an ongoing process of transformation, which will be guided 
by hope, by spiritual values, by Jesus Christ working in history, and not by 
economic factors, self-centred interests or power struggles.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Larry Jorgenson: "EPS at 50 - Reflections and Trends" EPS 84.07.36 


This ttem was commisstoned in connection with EPS' 50th anniversary. Jorgenson 
ts a Geneva-based comnuntcations consultant and researcher. 


Histories of the ecumenical movement describe the 1930s as years when different 
forces met in the "genesis of the World Council of Churches". | By then a 
variety of voluntary organizations had given church people some experience at 
working together. International efforts like the League of Nations - built on 
principles Christians recognized - showed the need for unity when faced with 
danger. In Christendom itself the German "Confessing Church" demonstrated that 
need for unity. And people like Barth, Brunner and the Niebuhr brothers were 
leading a theological awakening. 


For this to come together there had to be what we now too easily call 
"communication". People had to talk to each other. One way that happened 

was through "ecumenical journalism" - a field of study Ruth Rouse judges "almost 
unexplored". The first ecumenically-minded journals date from the mid-1800s, 
and Rouse observes that "from 1910 onwards there was no break in quarterly 
ecumenical journalism". She also notes that general religious periodicals came 
"to devote an ever-increasing amount of space to ecumenical questions and to 
reports of ecumenical events". Publicizing the major ecumenical meetings of 
the 1920s and 1930s was productive in itself; writing about the United States, 
Robert Es Handy sees such publicity as having promoted ecumenism on other 
levels. 


It was in this environment - of lively ecumenical discussion and journalism - 
that the International Christian Press Commission (ICPC) started work. Nils 
Ehrenstrom tells us that the ICPC took upon itself the task of promoting the 
Life and Work movement. Along with other activities, it circulated "ecumenical 
letters'' among church leaders as well as editors and correspondents; that was 
expanded into an information service - International Christian Press Information 
Service (ICPIS) - towards the end of 1933. The service - called the Ecumenical 
Press Service (EPS) since 1947 - has just celebrated its fiftieth birthday. 


RERRRRKRERERE 


Every decade, viewed with some hindsight, has a "communication" problem. In the 
1930s the ecumenical movement was in the process of forming the World Council of 
Churches; "communication" was critical and ICPIS served that purpose. In the 
1940s, however, "communication" needs were more basic; the churches in the North 
Atlantic region faced massive destruction/reconstruction. Conflicts among world 
powers could also have meant the breakdown of the ecumenical fellowship between 
churches in the belligerent countries. But according to W. A. Visser 't Hooft, 
first WCC general secretary, that fragile fellowship was held together and built 
up by men and women who, sometimes as "illegal" courriers, kept information about 
the churches flowing into the movement's Geneva headquarters. That information 
was redistributed in different ways, including through the wartime ICPIS. 


The 1950s may have seen international co-operation as a practical necessity, but 
a new version of East-West tension called the Cold War confronted visionaries at 
every turn. The WCC Second Assembly [Evanston, USA, 1954] saw "Christians in 
the struggle for world community" and expected 20-year-old EPS to "help bridge 
the East-West division by providing more full and detailed information about 
Sister churches elsewhere". 


The 1960s found the churches trying to shed a "Vasco da Gama" attitude (K. M. 
Panikkar) towards former colonies, and defining mission as a matter not just 
for three continents (Africa, Asia, Latin America) but for all six inhabited 


ones. 
(over) 


ECUVIEW: "EPS at 50/2 


The 1970s saw the WCC trying to serve as an instrument by which churches could 
respond to different sorts of needs and share among themselves. These efforts 
at "communication" - whether exchange in general (like mission) or information 
on immediate ecumenical concerns (like news of fresh disaster) benefited from 
the existence of EPS. 


We cannot, of course, view the 1980s with hindsight. But we can see that 

issues confronted in the 50s, 60s and 70s are still issues in the 80s, and that 
in some way they are still problems of "communication". In fact, Philip Potter, 
current WCC general secretary, sees the council itself as an "organ of 
communication...finding ways in which the whole people of: God participate in the 
ecumenical movement through listening to one another, sharing one another's 
insights and experiences and entering into ever-widening and deeper relationships 
for the sake of living and witnessing to the gospel". © EPS - now fifty years 
old - has some place in that. 


REKREKKAKKEREE 


For much of its history ICPIS/EPS served as a house organ - a mouthpiece - for 
organizations in the process of forming the WCC and for co-sponsors like the 
World Association of YMCAs, YWCA, World Student Christian Federation, United 
Bible Societies and World Council of Christian Education. Each week the editor 
had to face an editorial board composed of representatives of those groups; 

they served as "gatekeepers", letting some items go to print and holding others 
back. So ICPIS/EPS's possible biases were a matter both of what the subscribers 
saw and what they did not see. Since then EPS has become less a house organ and 
more a press service. But selection is still, and is bound to remain, a major 
difficulty (not, of course, just for EPS)./ What criteria will be used in the 
selection - professional news criteria and/or those with "gospel origin"?8 

Will the service reflect the whole otkwmene or speak for career ecumenicals? 

And perhaps most importantly, can a committed press service remain a credible 
press service? 


While "objectivity" is a constant journalistic issue, it is a particular concern 
for those who work for news services. People who write about the press often 
make a distinction between "true" news services - like Associated Press, United 
Press International, Reuters, Agence France Presse - and institutionally- 
sponsored agencies that carry items they hope to publicize. The critics 
suppose that the "true" news agencies are neutral and that the organizational 
ones are not. In order to make that assumption, however, they have to ignore 
the former's North Atlantic orientation and commercial links. 


Proponents of the New World Information and Communication Order? say the "true" 
news agencies promote the "interests of colonial powers" and help "sustain the 
existing political and economic order" and “expand the commercial and political 
interests of the metropolitan powers". But those agencies’ influence has in 
some ways been challenged by initiatives like the News Agency Pool of non-aligned 
countries and Inter Press Service, an international non-profit co-operative of 
professional journalists, most of them from the third world. Today there are 
also regional agencies as well as 100-plus national agencies that try to treat 
news as a right, not merely as a commercial commodity. Here, of course, charges 
of censorship and propaganda are fast and furious; free press advocates still 
suspect anything besides commercial control. Their charges are countered by 
assertions that the new news agencies are transforming hopes for a new order into 
action. 


(over) 


ECUVIEW: "EPS at 50/3 


All of this is bound to throw a different light on a service like EPS. Years 
ago it might have been possible to write it off as an exercise in public 
relations. Today all news services look compromised. 


KKKEKKKEKEKER 


Earlier issues of this year's EPS have marked the fiftieth birthday by sample 
news items [EPS 51/01,02] and reflections from former editors [EPS 51/09]. 
Those already tell us something about its history. But because of the close 
links to sponsoring organizations and to the ecumenical movement at large, 
ICPIS/EPS tells ussomething about ecumenical history in general. The first 
and perhaps most superficial way it does that is through its record of events 
and names. 


The extent of its value, of course, varies. We find only the items left in, 
the ones that met the criteria used at the time. For example, while the first 
issues of ICPIS cover the church crisis in Germany they cover little else. 

That crisis is now considered to have been interwoven with the development of 
the WCC. But those who consult the early issues might conclude that the German 
crisis held everyone's attention then, when clearly other things were happening 
in places like Kampala and Katmandu. 


ICPIS's index for 1939 holds 265 items that relate to a specific geographical 
area; EPS's index for 1983 holds 961 such items, nearly four times as Many. 
That in itself is significant. But more significant yet is the distribution. 


1939 1983 
Africa 3 1Z% 180 19% 
Asia 34 i 2 td ae ppc 
Europe, East 26 10Z 69 72 
Europe, West 153 582 279 29% 
Latin America/Caribbean 8 37, 111 122 
North America 40 i ey/4 160 172% 
Oceania/Australia 1 -- 37 4Z 
265 961 


Most revealing is the shrinking percentage of items pertaining to Western Europe - 
from 58Z in 1939 to 29% in 1983. One might argue that 1939 was exceptional, 
given the outbreak of World War II; but other volumes from the 1930s have the 
Same proportion of Western European news. The reduction in that corresponds to 
an increase in news about Africa (1% in 1939 to 19% in 1983), Latin America/ 
Caribbean (3% in 1939 to 12% in 1983), and Oceania/Australia (less than half-a- 
percentage point in 1939 to 4% in 1983). The percentages for Asia, Eastern 
Europe and North America have stayed about the same. 


A closer look, however, shows that the nature of the events reported has changed. 
The proportion of Asian news is exactly 13% for 1939 and 1983. But the earlier 
volume usually tells of Western European or North American missions on that 
continent; the latter talks about indigenous churches there. So the shift of 
emphasis is, if anything, greater than the figures show. 


With regard to ecumenical names, ICPIS/EPS's value also varies. At the outset 
we saw that ICPC originally circulated "ecumenical letters", an activity that 
later developed into an information service. This already suggests a bias 
towards personalities - the ecumenical greats who wrote those letters. In fact, 
people like John R. Mott, Martin Niemdller, G. K. A. Bell (bishop of Chichester), 
and Theophil Wurm (bishop of Wiirttemberg) stride across the early pages of ICPIS. 


(over) 


ECUVIEW: "EPS at 50/4 


Even though it is impossible to demonstrate the shift numerically, today's EPS 
seems to have less interest in ecumenical greats. While this makes it less 
useful to histories that hinge on personalities, it improves its picture of the 
broader ecumenical movement. 


KKKKKKKKKKREKE 


Of course we could conceive of history as something besides the accumulation of 
major events and personalities. The twentieth century has seen an interest in 
the "history of culture" (histotre de la culture, Kulturgeschtchte). Proponents — 
like Arnold Toynbee - present it as a corrective to the events and personalities 
approach, which stresses differences rather than similarities between peoples. 

It rests on the premise that statecraft and politicians have set peoples against 
one another, and that the historian's interest in politics and warfare has 
perpetuated those differences. Historians of culture, on the other hand, suggest 
a history that focuses on similarities between peoples; they feel that can be 

done by telling the story of ordinary men and women. 


The new trend has a lot in common with various ecumenical agenda. At the 
beginning of this century churches recognized some doctrines as the creatures 

of statecraft and politicians; one of the earliest assertions of the ecumenical 
movement was that this sort of doctrine divides, while service unites. !0 

It also corresponds to what the ecumenical style of operation should be —- less 

a matter of statecraft and politicans and more a matter of life together. 


A problem that constantly dogs those who would write the newer kind of history, 

however, is finding documents. Even if the notion of "document" is expanded 

to include monuments like Machu Picchu or the Taj Mahal, there is still precious 
little that says anything about the history of the common person. They rarely 

leave archives; their monuments disappear like snow on the sand. 


This explains a growing interest in the periodicals of the past, the committed 
magazines and newspapers — the ghetto or advocacy press - that circulated within 
a social group. Although like ICPIS/EPS they sometimes dwell on events and 
personalities, they reflect (at least somewhat) the interests, opinions and 
attitudes of that social group. They are not mere warehouses of facts; they 
are indications of how people felt about the world they lived in. 


KKEKKKKKKKKKEE 


EPS's main intention, however, is not to provide documentation on ecumenical 
history but to contribute to the communication work of the WCC and the other 
participating organizations. We have seen that EPS evolved over the course of 
many years from a house organ into a press service. While the first pages of 
ICPIS talked mostly about the North Atlantic region and the personalities who 
came from there, the current issues cover more and are less restricted in their 
idea of news. But these are no laurels to sit on. Changing times mean 
changing audiences and different criteria for what is newsworthy. Meanwhile, 
credibility is not a battle that is won once and for all but one that has to be 
fought over and over again. 


One could mention here two other lingering problems. First is the question of 
the degree to which EPS (or any church-related publication, for that matter) 
circulates, as it were, within the family. Instead of spreading the word, is it 
just a channel between one institution and others? The validity of this concern 
is lessened insofar as institutional subscribers do more than simply file 
publications away before anyone reads them. EPS items do turn up in media close to 
home and farther away. In such cases, the institutional subscriber is not a 
dead end, but a transmission belt. 


(over) 


ECUVIEW: "EPS at 50/5 


The second issue is language. ICPIS/EPS has always appeared in English. For 
much of ICPIS/EPS's life there were French, German and occasionally Spanish 
editions that offered more than translations; of those only the French 
survives. For an organization that tries to be global and ecumenical, this 
reliance on English, and to a lesser extent French,will be a limitation. 

Given practical constraints it is bound to remain a problem. 


KEKKKKKKKEKKKK 


Today, ICPIS/EPS can serve as a kind of ecumenical memory, when terms of office 
are shorter in the WCC Geneva headquarters and "only a few years ago" seems like 
another age. More important, it tries to further an exchange that is necessary 
for Christian unity. As such it belongs to that category of human action 
sometimes called "communication". But since we also use "communication" to 
refer to an ideal or goal, any human service in communication will always be 
found wanting. Many activities now called "communication" used to have other 
names like "news" and "information". (The WCC "communication" department used 
to be its "information" department.) When viewed as an effort in news~gathering 
and information-sharing ICPIS/EPS looks better, like something that has made 
Significant progress over the years. 


"We A. Visser 't Hooft, The Genesis and Formation of the World Council of 


Churches, Geneva, WCC, 1982. 


R. Rouse, "Other Aspects of the Ecumenical Movement, 1910-1948", in R. Rouse - 
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Westminster,21967, 597-641, pp. 634-638. 
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A WCC Study Process on Communication, 1978-1984, elaborated some gospel- 
Oriented criteria. See for example Credible Christian Communication. A Study 


Resource for Local Churches, Geneva, WCC, 1983. 


"The MacBride Report (=Many Voices One World. Towards a Just and More 
Efficient World Information and Communication Order, Paris, UNESCO, 1980). 
et Wortg sntormation and Communication Order 

10 : : hs 
"The [Life and Work] movement went forward under the slogan ‘Service unites, 
doctrine divides'" (A. J. van der Bent, What in the World is the World Council 
of Churches?, Geneva, WCC, 1981, p.22). 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Social Action Groups and the Church in India" EPS 84.07.37 


This item ts excerpted from a statement tssued after a consultation [29-31 May] 
of 80 church leaders, soctal activists and representatives of Christian 

groups organtzed by the Christtan Instvtute for the Study of Reltgion and 
Soctety, tn Bangalore, Indta. 


The social action groups which have been working in several parts of India among 
the marginalized sections of society have brought a new dimension to the church's 


mission in India today. There is, however, a growing tension between action 
groups and churches which is a matter of serious concern for all who are committed 
to the social mission of the church. This tension has arisen out of several 
factors. 


Sharp differences arise out of divergent perceptions of social reality and 
priorities for mission. While the action groups are committed to certain 
radical ideologies for their understanding of social process and for forging 
their strategy, the churches view with apprehension such use of ideologies and 
some of the strategies adopted by the groups. 


In their involvement in the struggle for justice the action groups have sometimes 
come into confrontation with the leadership and administrative set-up of the 
church - for example in organizing the workers of church-related institutions. 
This conflict is viewed by church leadership as a threat. The action groups see 
in it an opportunity for church renewal. 


Opinions and attitudes are formed by misrepresentation of facts, lack of 
information, exaggerated accounts of certain incidents and above all an 
unwillingness on the part of the churches and action groups to listen to one 
another.... 


Broadly defined, social action groups are such groups which by their life and 
action are linked to the struggle of marginalized sections such as dalits, 
tribals, women, unorganized workers, the landless and other oppressed sections. 
They work towards a radical change of the exploitative structures and for 
achieving greater justice and participation of the marginalized groups. 


In their commitment to basic structural change they are different from groups 
engaged in traditional forms of charity and in development projects. There are 
action groups which use traditional forms of service as‘ a springboard for 
launching into larger struggles of justice. 


Some of the action groups, at least at the time of their formation, are inspired 
by the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. They, in co-operation with people 

of other religions and secular faiths, struggle for justice. But a vast majority 
of the groups are outside the church. Whether they are inspired by religious 
faiths or secular ideologies they all commit themselves to the liberation of the 
oppressed. The church needs to take seriously the movement represented by all 
these various groups.... 


While it is understandable that the institutional church has some constraints in 
moving easily into all the areas of struggle for justice, it is imperative for 
the churches to provide support to the social action groups which are directly 
involved in the struggle for the oppressed. Action groups should be considered 
as frontier groups in mission. Within this over-riding perspective there can be 
a more fruitful dialogue and co-operative action between the churches and action 
groups. 


We however recognize that there are difficulties in the working out of this 
perspective. Some of them have been identified in the discussion: accounta— 
bility, negative attitude, relation with other faiths, and the relation between 
the need for combat and spirituality. Sometimes these problems have been 
exaggerated; discussions tend to be based on prejudices and misinformation.... 
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SHOPTALK 


In EPS 84.07.12, the spelling of the name of the chief bishop of the 
Philippine Independent Church should be Abdias (not Addias)-.de la Cruz. 


In Shoptalk in EPS 51/23, the reference to the Anglican Consultative Council 
meeting should be to Badagry, Nigeria (not Nairobi). Badagry is about 70 
kilometers from Lagos. 


+++ 4+ + 


For the WCC central committee meeting, two journalists have been temporarily 
added to the EPS staff - Ellen Clark, communications staff person for the 
Geneva-based World YWCA, and William D. Dearnaley, news director for New 
York-based Diocesan Press Service of the [Anglican] Episcopal Church. 


++ e+ + 


The [US] National Council of Churches has announced a new bi-monthly from 
its relief and development arm, Church World Service. Featured in the 
first two issues of "CWS Connections" are the global food crisis and 
Central America. 


+++ ++ 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has issued situation reports 
on drought and displaced persons in Ethiopia (no. 17, 26 June), and the 

solidarity program for development in the Sahel (no. 4, 26 June). Either 
is available to journalists on request to CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva. 


CICARWS has also issued an appeal for 100,000 US dollars in response to 

a request from the National Council of Churches of Kenya for food relief 
because the Kenyan situation has "worsened dramatically, rather unexpectedly." 
Information on the appeal and its background is likewise available to 
journalists on request to CICARWS. 


REFORMED /ANGLICAN DIALOGUE Ecumenical Press 
RECOMMENDS MINISTRY CHANGES Service 84.07.38 


LONDON (EPS) - Reformed churches should consider having bishops and Anglican 
churches elders, according to the report of the Anglican-Reformed International 
Commission, published 6 July. The theological dialogue group appointed by the 
Anglican Consultative Council, based here, and the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, based in Geneva, met between 1981 and 1984. 


"If our two communions are to become one, Reformed churches will have to face 
the question of bishops, Anglican churches will have to reconsider the diaconate 
and take into account the reformed experience of the eldership, and both 
communions will have to take more seriously the role of the whole membership in 
the governance of the church", the report suggests. 


It points out that ministerial structures embodied in the two communions today 
cannot claim direct biblical authority: "The New Testament cannot be held to 
prescribe a threefold ministry of bishops, priests and deacons, a presbyterian 
or congregational form of government, or the primacy of the See of Rome", the 
report says. 


Underlying the ordained ministry in both the Anglican and the Reformed traditions 
is the pattern of "a chief pastor who works with a body of colleagues and a 

staff of helpers or assistants to forward the work of Christ in church and world". 
However, the report observes, in both traditions the tendency had been to truncate 
this pattern by effectively reducing the orders to two: bishop and priest in one, 
minister and elder in the other. 


The report is concerned to see how the ministry of bishops, presbyters and deacons 
could fulfil the need to have a ministry with a personal, collegial, and 
communal character and how the balance between these three aspects of the ministry 
could be restored. 


EPS 
POPE, ORTHODOX PATRIARCH | Ecumenical Press 
OK SOME SHARED SACRAMENTS ! Service 84.07.39 


ROME (EPS) - The heads of the Roman Catholic and Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox 
Churches have signed a joint declaration authorizing members of each to share 
three sacraments - penance, eucharist, and annointing the sick - administered 
under the auspices of the other. 


According to a report [25 June] by New York-based Religious News Service, Pope 
John Paul II and Patriarch Ignatius Zakka I observed that members of the "two 

sister churches" often find "access to a priest of their own church materially 
or morally impossible. Anxious to meet their needs, and with their spiritual 
benefit in mind", the sharing was authorized. 


Their. four-page joint declaration includes an affirmation of their shared 
faith in Jesus' incarnation, an issue which caused "sad division and schisms" 
in early centuries. It also declares it a "logical collaboration in pastoral 
care to co-operate in priestly formation and theological education", and it 
looks forward to "the full visible communion" between the two bodies. 


There are four other Oriental Orthodox churches - Armenian, Coptic (Egyptian), 
Ethiopian, and Indian. The pope and patriarch said "the confusions and schisms" 
between their two traditions "in no way affect or touch the substance of their 
faith, since they arose only because of differences in terminology and culture". 


The agreement does not, however, allow joint celebration of the eucharist by 
clergy of the two traditions because "such celebration supposes a complete 
identity of faith...not yet existent between us". 


EPS 


EAST EUROPEAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press.- 
REPS MEET ON RIGHTS Service 84.07.40 


SOFIA (EPS) - Church leaders - mainly Orthodox - from Bulgaria, Romania, 
Yugoslavia, and the Soviet Union, met here [3-6 June] to discuss human rights 
questions. The meeting, said to be the first of its kind, was under the 
auspices of the Churches' Human Rights Programme for the Implementation of the 
Helsinki Final Act, a joint effort of the Geneva-based Conference of European 
Churches, the New York-based National. Council of Churches, and the Toronto- 
based Canadian Council of Churches. 


In their final report, the group says the "problem of human rights is linked 
closely with the history of every nation and church and that the significant 
social changes now taking place in their countries guarantee to all members of 
society the right to life, the freedom of conscience and of confessing one's 
religion, equality, work, social security, education". The importance of 

peace and reconciliation as a precondition for the implementation of human rights 
was stressed repeatedly. 


The group's recommendations include a reminder of the pastoral and worship 
dimension of human rights, and calls for a reduction of international tensions in 
order to establish a more favourable climate for the implementation of human 
rights, prayers, and the support of UN and other international human rights efforts 


EPS 
DANES DEBATE PEACE Ecumenical Press 
ROLE OF YWCA SCOUTS Service 84.07.41 


This ttem ts abridged and adapted from Common Concern, quarterly of the Geneva- 
based World YWCA, 


COPENHAGEN (EPS) - Should a Christian young people's movement like the YWCA 
Scouts be engaged in the peace question? This question has provoked debate in 
the Danish church and press. It began this year after Christian children and 
youth organizations announced plans to publish peace material and an activity 
kit under the theme, "Choose Life". 


According to Samspil, the YWCA Girl Scouts Magazine, some Danes complained that 
children would be fed "doomsday prophecies" that would turn them into political 
demonstrators and spoil their "childlike Christian faith". 


"Let the Scouts be what they have always been, happy kids coming home tired, 
eyes red from rain and wind, smelling nicely of smoke, telling excitedly of 
everything that they have experienced in the open country", pleaded one writer 
to Samspil. 


A member of the Folketing (parliament) warned: 'We already have enough 
political associations, grassroots movements and the like. Those who think 
the Scouts should enter this domain will gain only one thing: to ruin a Scout 
movement which has proven very vigorous during almost 100 years...". 


Kirsten Holmgaard Jacobsen, leader of the YWCA Scout Council, replied, "The 
children we work for and with are children of 1984 - children with a knowledge 
of distress, terror, fear and war...We are supposed to help these children find 
a life with hope for a future...". Preaching the gospel is an integral part 
of Danish Scout work, she noted, and the YWCA wants to bring the gospel "closer 
to life, to base it in the life situation of the children”. 


Responding to charges that the peace debate is a political issue, she said, 
"Our constitution says that we should be concerned about the society around us. 
Of course, by entering such a debate (as that on peace and disarmament), we 
engage ourselves in political matters”. But the IWCA does not get involved in 
party politics, she said. "We would like to put a biblical and Christian 
philosophy into the debate". 

EPS 


TORTURE VICTIMS Ecumenical Press 
RECEIVING HELP Service 84.07.42 


The following ts abridged and adapted from the United Church Observer, magazine 
of the Untted Church of Canada. 


COPENHAGEN/TORONTO (EPS) - A group of health care professionals in the Danish 
capital has created the first comprehensive treatment centre for torture 
victims. The facilities are modest, but a year ago the centre was given two 
small office buildings by the university hospital which also provides two 
hospital beds on a permanent basis. Private funding allowed for the 
establishment of The International Rehabilitation and Research Centre for 
Torture Victims. About one million US dollars are needed annually to run it 
with a staff of 20, including doctors, physiotherapists, dentists, social 
workers and lawyers. 


Besides the Danish rehabilitation centre, torture treatment facilities are 
developing in France, the Netherlands and Canada. Seven years ago, in Toronto, 
general practitioner Philip Berger was asked by a lawyer acquaintance if he 
would examine, for immigration purposes, a refugee to corroborate evidence of 
torture. Since that time, Berger estimates, he and local colleagues have seen 
about 600 refugee torture victims. He is a key link in a community of about 

50 people who established a Toronto centre for torture victims last year. 
Estimated cost for the first year was 100,000 Canadian dollars, provided by the 
Canadian Labour Congress, United Church of Canada, federal employment and 
immigration department, and other donors. 


Fred Bayliss, associate secretary in the UCC's world outreach division, is one 
of the 15-member board of directors for the centre. “L’ think there are a lot 
of Christian people who are interested in this", says Bayliss. "T would see 
the church as a catalyst for stimulating concern, a reservoir of people 


: 4 5 " 
willing to give". EPS 


TOTEM POLE TO BE RATSED AT Ecumenical Press 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Service 84.07.43 


GENEVA (EPS) - The totem pole given to the World Council of Churches a year ago 
at its assembly in Vancouver is to be raised 26 September at the WCC's 
Ecumenical Institute in nearby Céligny. 


"We have accepted this gift from the native peoples of British Columbia as a 
symbol of their participation in the Sixth Assembly and an expression of their 
heritage and spirituality", said WCC General Secretary Philip Potter. He added 
that the institute setting for the:pole is "appropriately natural [and] wooded.... 
It will take its place among the many gifts received by the WCC as signs of the 
dialogue of cultures which is an important aspect of the ecumenical movement". 


In a statement distributed at the pole's raising in Vancouver, leaders of the 
native community and the carvers called it "a symbol of our people's inheritance; 
it is the corner post of Sovereign Territorial rights of the lands where we 
reside....The figures on totem poles consist of symbols and illustrations, many 

of them comparable to heraldry, others commemorating historical events. They 
were not pagan gods or demons as is commonly supposed; they were never worshipped. 
Usually they illustrated myths or tribal traditions....The Israel Pole [the name 
given to the WCC pole by the carvers] is the story of mankind's travel through the 
ages in his search for spiritual existence”. 


The 15-metre pole was carved by 13 native inmates of Agassiz Mountain Prison near 
Vancouver. 


Scheduled to attend the September raising are representatives of the native 
community of British Columbia, Gordon How (director of the Vancouver Planning 
Committee for the Sixth Assembly), representatives of the Canadian Council of 
Churches, WCC leaders and staff, and representatives of WCC member churches, the 
Canadian government and the local civil authorities. 


FPS 


ABORIGINAL RIGHTS MEETING Ecumenical Press 
DISAPPOINTS CHURCH GROUPS Service 84.07.44 


The following ts abridged and adapted from a report tn "United Church Observer", 
magaztne of the Untted Church of Canada. 


OTTAWA (EPS/Louise Crosby) - Church groups are calling the second Constitutional 
Conference on Aboriginal Rights a failure and resolving to get greater public 
support for Native issues before next year's round of talks. 


Karmel Taylor-McCullum, director of the interchurch coalition Project North, 
said Native groups were used as “political footballs" when former Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau, provincial premiers and Native leaders met in Ottawa last March. 
"The Native people came to talk about their rights and the discussion got down 
to needs and services and who would be responsible", she said. "Who pays for 
it is the bottom line. The premiers were silent. They basically sat there 
for two days saying nothing of substance." 


The meeting was the second of four scheduled to be held by April 1987 to define 
the aboriginal rights of Indians, Inuit and Metis. 


Indian self-government was the main issue, but no agreement was reached on 
entrenching the principle in the constitution. Trudeau's proposal for self- 
government fell far short of Native demands because it created no new rights 
that could be enforced by law if governments failed to meet their commitments. 
It received insufficient support from the provinces, with seven arguing that 
the concept needs to be more clearly defined. 


Nor was the conference able to reach agreement on a simple constitutional 
amendment to give greater protection for the rights of aboriginal women. 
Federal officials said the amendment is probably redundant because the 
constitution already has equality rights provisions. 


A proposal by the Metis that they become the responsibility of the federal 
government was also left unresolved and turned over to the provinces for 
consideration. 


Project North, formed in 1975 to work on behalf of churches for Native rights, 
now represents nine religious groups. In the weeks leading up to the first 
constitutional conference in March 1983, Project North distributed more than 
800,000 pamphlets aimed at making the public more aware and supportive of Native 
rights. 


Keeping a close eye on the negotiations, Project North members sat through the 

two-day meetings. In light of the disappointing results they say churches and 
Native groups will have to do a better job of involving Canadians if any gains 

are to be made. 


After the conference Trudeau raised hopes with his proposal for self-government, 
but they were later dashed when it turned out to be more symbolic than concrete 
and didn't get approval from the premiers, he said. 


Negotiations over constitutional rights can drain the energies of Native leaders 
away from the basic issue of development at the local level, Groff said. 
"Political negotiations are a very glamorous thing and can be almost counter- 
productive. What really counts is strengthening leadership at the local level." 


A statement in the constitution makes exercising rights at the grassroots level 
easier, "but it doesn't guarantee anything happening", he said. 


Archdeacon Harry Hilchey, general secretary of the Anglican Church of Canada and 

another observer at the conference, said two days were not enough time to deal 

with the complex issues on the agenda. Anglican Primate Edward Scott, a long- 

time advocate of Native rights, agreed conferences under television camera "will 

Never be much of a success" because participants are too conscious of being on stag 
EPS 


DENOMLNATLONS Ecumenical Press 
HOLD MEETINGS Service 84.07.45 


GENEVA (EPS) ~- 'Tis the season for denominational meetings: 


The annual general synod of the Christian Reformed Church in North America (Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, US, 12-23 June) declared that “any church that supports or 
warrants" apartheid (the South African system of racial separation with white 
supremacy) "in the name of the word of God is umtrue to the word of God, and the 
teaching it propounds in support or defence of such an ideology must be judged 
heretical." However, the synod decided it would be "premature" to sever 
relations with the all-white Reformed Church in South Africa (GKSA). 


The synod decided its publication board acted properly in paying part of a fee 
owed to a free-lance artist to the US government instead. To protest militarism, 
the artist refuses to pay part of his income tax. The government told the board 
to send it 2600 of the 4100 US dollars in artist fees. The synod said the board 
"had no choice" because "obedience to the law was paramount." It also said the 
artist and his wife were "worthy of fraternal, pastoral and benevolent support by 
the Christian community." 


After years of study, debate, and dispute, the synod (all male) voted, 82-75, to 
allow congregational governing boards (consistories) to "ordain qualified 

women to the office of deacon." Affirming the "headship principle" that "man 
should exercise primary leadership and direction-setting in the home and in 

the church," the synod said that did not necessarily mean other offices - 
minister, elder, evangelist - must remain closed to women, though they did so 
for the time being. 


The convention of the Lutheran Church in America (Toronto, 28 June-5 July) 

had on its agenda a social statement on politics and world peace, proposals 
concerning Lutheran union in the US, and a major address from Johannes Cardinal 
Willebrands, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 
Also scheduled for discussion was a document on the role of lay people, the LCA 
position on abortion and other social issues, a fund-raising appeal for 60 
million US dollars, a declaration on "inclusiveness and diversity," and 
recommendations concerning relations with Reformed denominations. 


The proposed "peace and politics" statement condemns the notion that nuclear war 


is winnable and rejects as “imprudent and dangerous" policies to achieve nuclear 
Superiority. It questions whether nuclear war could meet traditional Lutheran 
criteria for justifiable war, and notes that "the structure of nuclear deterrence 
is changing, affected by both political and technological developments." 


As for abortion, the LCA North American mission division decided not to present a 
new statement for convention consideration because there is "such a 

divergence of opinion among us."" A 1970 LCA statement says a decision for abortion 
may be made by Christians in some circumstances. A 1978 clarification says the 

LCA opposes "abortion on demand" or abortion as simply an "alternative form of 
contraception.” 


The general council excecutive of the United Church of Canada cut 1 million 
Canadian dollars from the 1985 UCC budget, now about 33.6 million. In connection 
with its report (May) on the meeting, the United Church Observer, the UCC magazine, 
also said that the UCC Ventures in Mission fund-raising effort, as of the mid-April 
target for completion, was 9 million short of its 40-million-dollar goal, though 
its national director was confident a six-week extension would allow VIM to meet 
the goal, and, observed the magazine, perhaps "boost the United Church out of the 
basement of the financial stewardship league." 


(more) 


denominations/2 


The church council of the American Lutheran Church (St. Paul, Minnesota, US, 
17-21 June), approved development of a Centre of Religion and Ethics to deal with 
issues in medicine, called for a change in US law about registration for military 
service insofar as it makes federal scholarship aid dependent on a statement that 
a male has registered for the draft, and told the National Council of Churches 
that its "inclusive language lectionary" should be further revised ''to 

provide a /more/ faithful translation of the biblical texts. 


The council forwarded a paper on "human law and the conscience of believers" 

and a statement on "visions of an inclusive church" for action by the ALC convention 
in October. It reaffirmed opposition to military aid to El Salvador and other 
governments in Central America which do not assure basic human rights, and 

to any US covert or overt efforts to destabilize the government of Nicaragua. 


Walter Mondale, likely Democratic candidate for president in the US election 

in November addressed the council briefly. ALC Presiding Bishop David Preus 

said the church had a "significant role to play in the public arena," but "we 
will relativize God's word and be confused regarding the church's priorities" 
if it is "stretched to fit personal ideas of good" or if one hunts for "proof 
texts for personal opinions." 


The annual conference of the Church of the Brethren (Carbondale, Illinois, US, 26 
June-1 July) had on its agenda issues related to taxation for war, pastoral 
training, and abortion. A proposed one-page statement on the last says the 
denomination "opposes abortion because the rejection of unborn children violates 
the love by which God creates and nurtures human life." It also commits the 
church to "counsel with and to uphold one another, to maintain fellowship with 
those who differ, and to extend to others the compassion we receive from Christ. 


The general assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association in North America 
(Columbus, Ohio, US, 25-30 June) had on its agenda topics such as preventing 
nuclear war, "religious liberals in retreat," hazardous waste, paramilitary 
operations in Central America, and children's issues. The UUA stresses the 
diversity of its members' beliefs and its lack of creed. Some in it count 
themselves Christians. 


The general assembly of the Mar Thoma Church of India decided (Kottayam, 14 May ) 
to name two more MTC bishops. It also endorsed efforts to unite with the 
Churches of North and South India, notwithstanding some reservations about 
proposed organization and name. 


Fifteen of the 16 districts of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) held 
assemblies. The Kyodan newsletter reports (20 June) they were "characterized by 
a general spirit of increased unity, mutual trust and respect among delegates 
during assembly deliberations." Among other things, the districts elected 
delegates to the 23rd Kyodan general assembly, 12-14 November. 


The national synod of the Reformed Church of France (Dourdan near Paris, 5-8 May) 
decided it will no longer use the term "ordination", but instead speak of 
"liturgical recognition of ministers." Since the late 1960s, some French Reformed 
pastors have objected to ordination on grounds it fosters clericalism. 


The congress of the French Baptist Federation (Poitiers, 30-31 May) called for a 
study of female ministers, and encouraged French Baptist congregations to "research 
their possibilities for Christian social services in order not to limit their 
witness to the word of God." 


Geneva-based Reformed Press Service reports (June) that the synod of the 
Presbyterian Church of Burma (Tahan-Kalemyo) made several administrative changes, 
including creation of a general assembly and three regional synods. 


The agenda of the general assembly of the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico 


(Monterey, 18-25,July) includes discussions on the interrelatedness, unity, 
action, sensitivity, self-understanding, and self-criticism of the church. 


EPS 


4TH GENERAL SECRETARY BEING Ecumenical Press 
VOTED AT WORLD CHURCH COUNCIL Service 84.07.46 


The fourth general secretary of the Geneva-based World Counctl of Churches was 
scheduled to be elected by the 145-member WCC central committee 12 July. Its 
agenda called for a report from its 23-member nominations committee 10 July. 
The nominattons group interviewed three candidates to succeed the retiring 
Philtp Potter at tts meeting in Geneva 1-4 July. WCC communications intern 
Franklin Ishida prepared the following baekground report on the election of the 
first three WCC general secretaries. 


The World Council of Churches began as a Provisional Committee when the Faith 

and Order and Life and Work movements decided to merge. At the first meeting 

of the Provisional Committee in Utrecht in 1938, W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Student Christian Federation, was named committee general 
secretary. While there was no real problem with this appointment, the late 
William Temple, who later became Archbishop of Canterbury, said that some thought 
that Visser 't Hooft, who was born in 1900, was too young. 


The WCC officially came into being at its first assembly in Amsterdam in 1948. 
At the first meeting of the WCC central committee after the assembly, Visser 't 
Hooft was unanimously elected to continue as general secretary. 


In 1965, Patrick Rodger (Scotland, Anglican), then executive secretary of the 
WCC faith and order department, was nominated by the WCC executive committee to 
succeed the retiring Visser 't Hooft. However, the central committee voted to 
take no action on the nomination. 


Instead, it asked Visser "t Hooft to postpone his retirement through 1966. 
Reasons given by the committee for delaying the election were changes in 
relations with the Roman Catholic Church in the wake of the Second Vatican 
Council, East-West tensions, and plans to restructure the WCC. 


Eugene Carson Blake (US, Reformed) then stated clerk of the then United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, was elected to succeed Visser 't Hooft as 
general secretary in February 1966 during a meeting of the central committee in 
Geneva. No announcement of Blake's nomination by a special 18-member committee 
was made in advance, but he was reported elected by an "overwhelming majority". 


In his acceptance speech, Blake described the WCC as "the most important 
instrument so far formed" by the ecumenical movement and pledged his efforts to 
make it more fully an instrument of that movement. He also announced that he 
intended to make use of Visser 't Hooft's "powers and services". 


In a press conference following his election, Blake emphasized the necessity for 
the WCC to deepen and concentrate its efforts for Christian unity. He said it 
needed to be "more a community of faith and theological conviction than we now 
are'', though he stressed this did not mean the WCC was no longer concerned about 
those outside its membership. 


The current general secretary, Philip Potter (Domenica, Methodist), then director 
of the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, was elected at a central 
committee meeting in Utrecht in August 1972. Announcing Potter's unanimous 
election, Moderator M. M. Thomas, paid tribute to him as a man of "wide and long 
ecumenical experience, deep theological scholarship and sensitive to the mission 
of the church on six continents". 


In his acceptance speech, Potter described how the ecumenical movement was deeply 
woven into his life, adding that "I have always understood our fellowship as one 
in which we seek greater and deeper unity in the midst of our diversities, our 
varieties, our different styles of living, witnessing and making decisions... 

The next step is to make that community alive and real". 


EPS 


FRG Reformed Alliance 100 EPS 84.07.47 
BENTHEIM, FRG (EPS) - The German Reformed Alliance (Reformierter Bund) is 100 
years old this year. A major celebration is planned 27-29 September in 
Miichengladbach, with World Alliance of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak 
speaking on "Reformed witness today." The alliance was formed 20 August 1884 in 
Marburg. It is made up of 430 parishes belonging to the Reformed regional 
churches of Lippe and Northwest Germany, as well as to the United regional 
churches of the Rhineland, Hessen/Nassau, and Westphalia. 


AACC human rights commission meets EPS 84.07.48 
TANANARIVE, Madagascar (EPS) - The human rights commission of the Nairobi-based 
All Africa Conference of Churches met for the first time, here (7-9 May). The 
commission urged AACC member churches to press their governments to ratify the 
Charter of Rights of Individuals and Peoples endorsed in Nairobi in 1981 by 42 
African heads of state and government, but since signed so far by 18 and ratified 
by 10 countries. 


Presbyterian union in Peru EPS 84.07.49 
LIMA (EPS) - Geneva-based Reformed Press Service reports (June) that a joint 
committee of two small Peruvian Presbyterian denominations - the National 
Presbyterian and Evangelical Presbyterian Churches - has adopted a five-point 
document as a step toward visible unity. 


Chirwas sentences commuted EPS 84.07.50 
LONDON (EPS) - Amnesty International, based here, reports (28 June) death sentences 
imposed on Orton and Vera Chirwa, arrested in 1981 and charged with plotting to 
overthrow the government of Malawi President Kamuzu Banda, have been commuted to 
life imprisonment by Banda. Orton Chirwa used to be Malawi justice minister. 
Several church organisations have been part of a worldwide effort to save their 
lives (EPS 84.02.103). 


Dismissal of cases asked in Philippines EPS 84.07.51 
BACOLOD, Philippines (EPS) - Murder charges against two overseas Roman 

Catholic priests and six Philippine church workers were dropped (3 July). 

The eight pleaded not guilty to killing a town mayor and four others in a 
March 1982 ambush. The two priests - Brian Gore of Australia and Niall 

O'Brien of Ireland - are to leave the country within 30 days; the other six 
would remain for six months in the protective custody of the court, police 

and Roman Catholic bishop here. The eight said the military tried to frame 
them because of their efforts to combat human rights violations. 


GDR church president reflects on life there EPS 84.07.52 
BERLIN (EPS) - Geneva-based Lutheran World Information reported (14 June) 
Evangelical Church in Anhalt President Everhard Natho drew attention to 
restrictions on GDR church members becoming police officers or teachers. 
Answering questions at a meeting in West Berlin, he also suggested it would be 
good for GDR society to have more discussion and trust. He said he and other 
church leaders think the GDR government is doing all it can to keep peace, even 
though church and state might have different views on how to reach their common 
peace objective. 


Buddhist and Christian scholars meet EPS 84.07.53 
HONOLULU (EPS) -— About 100 Buddhist and Christian scholars attended the second 
East-West Religions Conference, sponsored by the University of Hawaii. United 
Church Observer, magazine of the United Church of Canada, reports (May) that 
workshops during the nine-day gathering included discussions on ethics, justice, 
women, spirituality, and suffering. Swiss theologian Hans Kiing stressed that 
while commitment to one's own religion and humanity are important, "we need more 
mutual information and understanding," and, above all, "mutual transformation." 
Japanese theologian Kosuko Koyama advised respect and understanding: ''We 

don't need a crusading mentality, but a crucified spirit." 


EPS 


Apprenticeship for bishops EPS 84.07.54 
SYDNEY (EPS) - The Australian Anglican ministry and training board has suggested 
an apprentice system for bishops. Perth Archbishop Peter Carnley, who chairs the 
board, said that new bishops are left to "sink or swim" with "no resources" to 


prepare themselves. Under the proposal, new bishops would live with another 
bishop for a month. 


Potter honored EPS 84.07.55 
UPPSALA (EPS) - WCC General Secretary Philip Potter has been given an honorary 
doctor of divinity degree by the university here. The citation recognizes him as 


a leading spokesperson for churches of the developing world in the ecumenical 
movement. 


Missionary graves restored in China EPS 84.07.56 
BEIJING (EPS) - The New China News Agency reports that graves of three loth and 
17th century foreign missionaries - Matteo Ricci, Adam Schall, and Ferdinand 
Verbiest - have been restored. They were destroyed during the decade-long 
Cultural Revolution in the 1960s and 70s. 


Mediation offer reported rejected in El Salvador EPS°842307957 
SAN SALVADOR (EPS) - Rome-based Inter Press Service reports (3 July) from here 
that "Salvadorean guerrillas...rejected the Catholic church's efforts to mediate 
in their war with the US-backed government." A statement broadcast over Radio 
Venceremos of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front said the church is 
"no longer trustworthy, and cannot be a mediator."' San Salvador Archbishop 
Arturo Rivera y Damas co-heads a church-related "exploratory commission." IPS 
quotes a "church source" that "the use of some of our positions in the army's 
official bulletins and the misunderstanding of others are creating obstacles to 
important efforts." 


Danish government cuts church travel budget EPS 84.07.58 
COPENHAGEN (EPS) - The Danish government minister for church affairs has approved 
only 40,000 of the requested 135,000 Danish crowns for travel by the 14 Danish 
delegates to the Lutheran World Federation assembly, which opens in Budapest 22 
July. Church News from Denmark reports that "a number of church groups have 
protested the decision. Denmark keeps tight control over the budget of its 
Luthern state church, granting requests on a case-by-case basis rather than 
giving block grants."" Delegates' travel costs may also be subsidized from 

other sources. 


Church radio station authorized to resume EPS..84.07...99 
NGAOUNDERE, Cameroon (EPS) - The Cameroon government has given permission for 
Sawtu Linjiila radio station to resume operations. The government closed it in 
October 1981. The facility is supported by Lutheran denominations in Cameroon, 
Chad, and the Central African Republic, and the Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Federation. The station's board meets 9-10 July. 


Canadian Lutheran union approved EPS 84.07.60 
TORONTO (EPS) - Governing bodies of the Lutheran Church in America-Canada Section 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada have given final approval for a 
union of the two, effective 1 January 1986. The new denomination includes about 
two-thirds of Canada's 300,000 Lutherans. 


English Anglican bishops polled on beliefs EPS 84.07.61 
LONDON (EPS) - A British religious television program says its telephone poll of 

31 of the heads of the 41 English Anglican dioceses found that 15 bishops have a 
"traditional" view of Jesus' miracles, while 15 consider at least some of them 
stories to make a theological point. On Jesus' resurrection, 20 reportedly affirmed 
that he came back from the dead physically or as a spirit in human form; 9 judged 
the biblical account to have come from a "series of experiences that convinced 
Jesus' followers that he was alive among them after his death."' There has been 
controversy about the consecration of David Jenkins (6 July) as bishop of Durham 
because of his non-traditional comments about these subjects [EPS 84.07.08]. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Statement of Ecumenical Youth Visitors to China" EPS 84.07.62 


The following was tssued by a 10-person delegatton of youth leaders from the 
Christian Conference of Asta (youth department), World Student Christtan 
Federation (Asta-Pactfie regton), YMCA (Asta alltance), Hong Kong Christtan 
Couneil (youth department), World Counetl of Churches (youth sub-unit), and 

Tao Fong Shan Eeumenteal Centre (Hong Kong) following thetr vistt (17 May- 

1 June) to churches and Chinese youth tn four ctttes (Nanjing, Shanghat, Fuzhou, 
Guangzhou). The vistt was organized tn co-operation wtth the China Christtan 
Counetl and the Three Self Patrtotte Movement. 


A close relationship of increasing solidarity and trust has been built during 
our two intensive weeks with Chinese Christians. We have been warmly welcomed 
by a church which seeks, as we do, to stand with the people in their struggles 
for justice and a transformed society. Affirmation of our common faith is a 
firm foundation on which to build our continuing relationship. 


Our purpose in visiting China was to gain firsthand understanding of. the re- 
emerging church and to establish a long-term relationship between Christian 
youth in China and other. Asian youth. It is our hope to build up within Asian 
youth and student movements a leadership which is knowledgeable of the church 
in China, can offer critical support and can develop a relationship of 
solidarity on the issues confronting Asian youth. Furthermore, we need again 
to involve Chinese Christian youth in the Asian ecumenical fellowship as it is 
not complete without them. 


More specifically, we have engaged our Chinese friends, both Christians and 
others, in a conversation on their understanding of recent Chinese history, on 
the experience and nature of the re-emerging church with its quest for 
authenticity and theological development, on the present ideological formation 
of youth and on the implications of China's modernization policies. 


In sharing our own experiences from other Asian countries, we have also posed 

a challenge to Chinese Christian youth to stand in solidarity with Asian peoples' 
movements struggling for self-determination and against militarization and 
foreign economic domination. 


We have also expressed our uneasiness about China's modernization policies. 

The general Asian experience of. modernization or "development", of the 
incursion of transnational corporations, foreign capital and technology, is one 
of a progressive loss of sovereignty and an increasing dependence. While 
recognizing the strength of Chinese socialism, we expressed our sense of fore- 
boding. 


In listening to Christian leaders and Chinese youth, we were aware of our 
severe limitations in understanding this great country and its people. But we 
are confident that this first step will lead to further contact and a deepening 
of our understanding. 


We rejoice with Chinese Christians in their new freedom to live out their faith 
and to serve all the people of China. Our continuing relationship holds great 
promise and will enrich the Asian ecumenical fellowship immeasurably. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Reflections on the Church in Nicaragua" EPS 84.07.63 


This ttem ts excerpted from a report by London-based Inter-Church Action for 
Central Amertca on a vtsit to the regton last February. Released in May, the 
document, "Force Without Reason" ts avatlable from the group's treasurer, 
Andrew Mawson, 18 Mornington Grove, London E3. The group's sponsors include 
Baptist, Methodist, Untted Reformed, Angltcan and Roman Catholic agentces, 
plus the tnternattonal affairs dtvtston of the Brttish Counctl of Churches. 


Protestant people and pastors took an active part in the struggle to overthrow 
the Somoza regime and together they are now contributing to the country's 
reconstruction programmes. While in numerical terms they are a minority of 
the population, their contribution to the movement for social change in 


Nicaragua is far in excess of their size. They are fully alert to the 
Opportunities for evangelization and community-building that the formation of 
a new society in Nicaragua provides. They are contributing to it with 


imagination and enthusiasm. 


This does not mean that they have an uncritical acceptance of all developments. 
When occasion has asked for it, they have raised objections, as for instance 
when they asked for assurances that conscientious objection would be respected 
in the military conscription, which was introduced in response to...attacks. 
Instances were cited of insensitive handling in the use of church properties in 
the literacy campaign, and the misunderstandings in relation to organizing 
community programmes among the Misquito Indians. In all such instances the 
questions and criticism of the churches were received with respect and in a 
spirit of openness were acted upon. The churches have been, and are being 
asked to facilitate and help dialogue on a number of occasions, particularly in 
regard to the Atlantic Coast. It appears as though many accept that change 
will come, with or without the churches, and they feel that they should be part 
of that process for the building of the Kingdom of God. 


The [Roman] Catholic Church is more ambivalent in its attitude to the present 
programmes of change in Nicaraguan society. Those parts of the church that 
have sought to express in their daily lives and work the preferential option 
for the poor stressed by both Medellin and Puebla are actively involved. On 
the basis of their ‘option for the poor' they collaborate with the programmes 
seeking to transform society so as to give the poor an adequate share and the 
possibility of full participation in decisions that affect them. As with the 
Protestant churches, their collaboration is at times critical. They retain 
this position as the natural continuance of the prophetic role they exercised 
under Somoza. This element of critical collaboration is to be found in the 
communities in the rural areas, and in the shanty sectors around the cities. 


We spoke with Bishop Pablo Vega,...president of the bishops' conference. His 
views are held by the majority of the bishops...and that section of the church 
most closely associated with the commercial sector before the revolution of 1979. 
While they had been supportive of the revolutionary process in the overthrow of 
the Somoza dictatorship, we were left with the impression that they had not 
entered fully into all the social, political and economic implications of the 
changes that were implicit in the revolution.... 


In particular, the statements by the church hierarchy have led to confusion and 
guilt for many Christians. Young people especially who wish to contribute to 
the "revolutionary process" have been made to feel the need to choose between 
participation and traditional faith....As the example of Nicaragua shows all too 
graphically, making an option for the poor is a painful and deeply divisive 
experience. The fact that this takes us by surprise when we see it may reflect 
more about our lack of clarity about the implications for ourselves.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Erich Weingartner: "The Church and New Caledonia" EPS 84.07.64 


The following ts excerpted from a report on a vistt (27 April - 4 May) to New 
Caledonta, a French colony in the South Pactfte off the coast of Australta. 

Of the 137,000 New Caledontans, about two-thirds are Roman Catholie; about 
one-stath belong to the [Reformed] Evangelteal Church (with another stx per- 
cent part of the Free Evangelical Church). The Evangelteal Chureh belongs to 
the Pactfie Conference and World Counetl of Churches. At tts August 1979 
synod tn Houatlou, it declared itself in favour of New Caledontan tndependence, 
a position taken also by the WCC and PCC. The colony's populatton ts roughly 
two-fifths Kanak (descendants of the original tslanders), one-thtrd European, 
one-quarter other. Most of the Europeans are Roman Catholies. (Related items: 
EPS 84.03.67, 84.04.47). 


...The Eglise Evangélique, following its position of 1979, has kept itself 
closely informed of the developments, and at various stages has intervened 
even in the deliberations within the Independence Front. As in any political 
struggle, positions vary, and alliances are sometimes not particularly strong. 


The church has been one influence for unity and has also warned repeatedly. 
against extremism. In fact, some extreme elements among the Kanak (e.g. the 
PALIKA party, which is not member of the IF) have begun also to criticize 

both the church structures and the traditional chief structures as being 
opiates of the people. However, this is not a widely-held view. One tendency 
in the church has been to use the Biblical witness as an argument for indepen- 
dence, and a discussion has begun on the theological foundations of the 
struggle for independence. This has led, e.g. on the Roman Catholic side, to 
criticism that the Eglise Evangélique is using scriptures and the authority of 
the church as political tools, rather than using the authority of the church 
to make sure that the struggle does not take on moral aspects alien to 
Christianity. : 


Nevertheless, the church continues to discuss in a very responsible and con- 
scientious way its own conceptions of the meaning of independence, of the 
essence of the Kanak culture and civilization, and of the attitude which 
should be adopted by the Kanak to other ethnic groups, based on both the 
gospel and the traditional forms of "accueil" (welcome) in Kanak culture. 
Some first reflections on this have been written down in a report on the last 
synod of the church, September 1983, but an island-wide study is underway, 
especially among the youth groups, to make their conceptions more precise. 
The church is one institution which is able to join together all political 
persuasions of Kanak. 


Over the past period, the leadership of the church has seen the need to take 
a more active part in the dialogue and has even stimulated the convening of 
the political parties for an open exchange and for the institution of certain 
structures of continuation. At the same time, it is sensitive to the need 

to remain outside the sphere of direct party-political action. 


The Roman Catholic Church has tended to play a "neutral" role in the 
discussion, i.e. has not involved itself at all in the debate. This may be 

a wise position to take, considering its ethnic make-up. This does not mean 
that Catholic laymen and women have not actively participated in the political 
process on both sides. The influx of sects into the islands has generally 
caused disunity among the Kanak people. Politically they tend to stress with- 
drawal and non-participation. They prey on the disaffected, the fearful and 
those seeking an escape from the pressing problems of the times... 
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SHOPTALK 


The complete texts of the finance committee moderator's report 
to central committee, and of the 1983 WCC financial report [EPS 
84.07.69] are avatlable to journalists on request to EPS. 

++ +++ 

EPS plans a 1,000-word roundup of actions of the WCC central 


committee (9-18 July) in the issue to be mailed 19 July. 


Journalists whose deadlines require that they have this report 


sooner than they would normally receive.it can contact the EPS 


office to make alternative arrangements 


—— 


MODERATOR SAYS WCC NEEDS TO SHOW Ecumenical Press 
"ONENESS, WHOLENESS' OF ITS WORK Service 84.07.65 


GENEVA (EPS) - The challenge to the World Council of Churches from its assembly 
last year in Vancouver is "to emphasize and make visible the oneness and 
wholeness of the World Council and its work,' said WCC Moderator Heinz Joachim 
Held, in his address to the WCC central committee (9 July) at its annual session 
(here, 9-18 July). 


Evaluations of the assembly by participants, WCC staff and the WCC executive 
committee have been "very positive," Held said. Most appreciated was "the 
central importance of worship". Also welcomed were small group discussions, the 
"strong participation of women," and the hospitality of Canadian churches. 


For many participants, he added, there was "the discovery or the rediscovery 
that all the different ecumenical tasks and challenges belong together....Just 
as peace and justice cannot be separated, so, too, the efforts for unity in 
faith and worship belong inseparably together with the struggle for justice and 
liberation." 


The need to demonstrate the oneness and wholeness of the WCC is a matter of both 
form and content, the moderator said. The form requires the dovetailing of the 
work of different programmes, taking no decisions without reference to funding, 
and working toward balanced funding of all agreed programme activities and a 
better sharing of council resources, he observed. 


In relation to programme, he said, preserving the oneness and wholeness of WCC 
work means demonstrating the interdependence between unity in the faith and 
unity in Christian life, developing a vital and coherent theology, and uniting 
the two profoundest ecumenical concerns - the unity and renewal of the church 
and the healing and destiny of the human community. 


Held said follow-up work on Vancouver in the member churches "will take its 
bearings" particularly from three documents: the international, ecumenical 
theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM), of which 
about 200,000 copies in 25 languages have been distributed; the Ecumenical 
Affirmation on Mission and Evangelism adopted by the central committee in 1982, 
and the assembly Statement on Peace and Justice. 


The WCC will have to "face up to” the oft-mentioned need for improved 
communication and interaction within it between it and its 301 member churches 
and among member churches themselves, Held said. He noted that Geneva staff 
members visited 104 contries in 1983 for a total of 3,396 days on ecumenical 
team visits. He also noted that the staff is now about 20 percent smaller in 
numbers (about 300) compared to a decade go. 


As another example of “intensive and lasting communication" he cited the 
little-known WCC scholarship programme, which awarded a record 167 scholarships 
in 1983. "My own study year in the USA on a WCC scholarship - 32 years ago - was 
the gateway into the ecumenical movement for me personally and the starting 
point of a permanent commitment," he said. 


Held referred to the continuing question addressed to the council as to why it 
concerns itself with political, economic and cultural conflicts: "For an 
international Christian fellowship such as represented by the World Council of 
Churches, it is an imperative that the cares, problems and sufferings of one 
should become the cares, problems and sufferings of the rest," he said. 


Calling the visit of Pope John Paul II to the WCC 12 June "a significant 
spiritual event for the ecumenical movement," Held said it points to three 
needs: interpretation of "conciliar fellowship" within the WCC, clarification of 
the "understanding of justice," and "closer cooperation" between the WCC and 
world bodies representing various Christian traditions "in as committed a form 
as possible".. 
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POTTER URGES CONTINUED Ecumenical Press 
WCC GROWTH INTO CHRIST Service 84.07.66 


GENEVA (EPS) - Recalling the themes of the 1983 assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Vancouver, Philip Potter used his final report as WCC general 
secretary to the WCC central committee to drive home a call for the council of 
301 denominations in more than 100 countries to continue its witness to the 
biblical image of growth. 


His valedictory (9 July, the first day of the 10-day, annual meeting of the 
committee, here) elaborated Vancouver's conviction that "unless we continue to 
grow, the vision of one faith and one humanity will not achieve maturity." 
Potter, 62, has been involved in the work and life of the WCC since it was 
established in 1948, and has served 12 years as its highest-ranking staff 
member. 


He noted that while the Vancouver gathering emphasized such growth, it is not a 
new theme of the council nor was it invented by the ecumenical movement or 
borrowed from the secular world. Rather, he said, "it is a biblical image and 
has its source and meaning in the revelation of the triune God." 


Potter made it clear that growing together is not to be seen "as an easy way to 
unity, in the secular spirit of growth as inevitable progress." Rather, he 
insisted, "it means, like Christ, the Head, putting ourselves on the line and 
being willing to give our lives for the truth of the gospel." He spelled this 
out in a three-part call to grow into Christ, to grow as his body, and to grow 
in sharing his life with the whole world. 


He emphasized that "all our work on unity, mission, renewal and prophetic 
serivce is based on going to the Source, Christ through the Scriptures" but 
added this does not mean simply academic theology. Instead, he said, "vital 
theology is a theology for life, the life of Christ in us offered to the world. 
Coherent theology is theology that enables us to...hold together in all the 
diversities of our struggle with the powers of darkness in around us." 


"This is what groups of Christians are doing today in many places where human 
rights and human dignity are violated. They do so not only in word, but with 
their lives as they rediscover God's word in Christ", he said. 


"If we are a fellowship growing together in doing theology this way, we shall 
not be popular. We will be attacked, misrepresented and villified, as we have 
experienced over the last years. But we will be true to the Head, Christ," he 
added. 


Potter called the visit of Pope John Paul II to the ecumenical center last month 
a "visible sign of this growing mutual trust," but, he added, "we need to show 
more visible signs of this in each place and in all places." 


He also observed that growth as the body means growth in respecting people's 
"identities and their capacities to take initiatives in a fellowship of trust." 
He added that this is far from the case "in our world of racial, ethnic, class 
and sex oppression," and pointed to the plea of Vancouver for the WCC to 
continue to strive for a community where the “identities of people are allowed 
to have full scope for the enrichment of all." 


Finally, Potter said, growing together into Christ means sharing Christ with all 
of humanity and creation. Citing an attitude "to creation and to human beings 
based on lack of respect and survival of the fittest," he rehearsed the 
catalogue of economic exploitation, hunger, oppression, and the shadow of 
nuclear war that constitute "the grim reality with which we live today." He 
called for continued WCC leadership in responding to the "human groans for a 
truly human existence in the integrity of creation." 


EPS 


POTTER REFLECTS ON WCC Ecumenical Press 
FUTURE AND PAPAL VISIT Service 84.07.67 


GENEVA (EPS) - World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter 
answered questions (during press conferences here, 9 July) about the value of 
Pope John Paul II's visit to the WCC (12 June), his own plans, and his reaction 
to leaving the WCC at year's end. 


The pope's visit was important recognition of the WCC fellowship, Potter said, 
and that its study of the Bible, promotion of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, efforts in mission and faith and order have "furthered the ecumenical 


course." 


The visit was significant also, Potter said, because it was "an act of worship 
together that was a sign of unity," the recognition that "we all belong to our 
common Lord and Saviour." Important also were frank conversations on the 
self-understanding of the Roman Catholic church and member churches of the WCC 
and on many contemporary issues, he said. 


He also pointed to the WCC-RC joint statement, in which "the Roman Catholic 
Church and the World Council of Churches agree that, though we are a long way 
from the unity God wills for his church, we have recognized enough together to 
be able to move on locally into that adventure of faith and common witness to 
the world that we may be drawn closer together," Potter said. 


Recalling that 36 years ago the then pope forbade an official Roman Catholic 
presence at the first WCC assembly, the general secretary said the RC-WCC 
relationship has gone through "very radical change." In many parts of the world 
today, he said, "Roman Catholics and Protestants are witnessing together, even 
with their lives...We must see to it that we keep faithful to the gestures made 
in this visit." 

As to his plans following his retirement at the end of the year, Potter observed 
that he spent 33 of his 37 years as an "ordained pastor" either at the WCC or in 
Methodist denominational headquarters in Great Britain. 


"With great joy, I go home," he said, "to do what I started, working with the 
young and students." He said he hopes to teach at the University of the West 
Indies in Kingston, Jamaica, "to share what I have received and also to learn 
from the new generation." 


Asked about suggestions he leaves the WCC "slightly disappointed," Potter 
replied firmly: "Decidedly not. The World Council of Churches and the ecumenical 
movement are God's, not ours....Every period has its own character. We are at 
the end of a period. Something new will come. I am very convinced about the 
ecumenical movement and I know it is in God's hands." Asked to predict what 
changes might come in the next period, he declined, because, he said, "I believe 
in the Holy Spirit." 

Later, the general secretary pointed to a number of "turning points" facing the 
WCC and its member churches. "I am one of the last," he told the assembled 
journalists, "who have been associated with the council from the beginning. 
There is a whole new generation in charge and that is certainly a turning point. 


"Secondly, everywhere in the world, the churches are facing a new relationship 
with society and the state. They are rethinking comfortable old relationships, 
and seeing their mission as being more with the people than with the states. The 
churches are very much at the grassroots. They see and reflect new attitudes 
that are growing among people. 

"Finally, perhaps the greatest turning point is that the people, the ones who we 
used to call the masses - the faceless ones - are discovering that they have 
faces and the people at the top are the real faceless ones. The whole issue of 
where the churches are in helping the people find and use their voices is an 
immensely important one." 


EPS 


PAPER REFLECTS ON Ecumenical Press 
WCC REPRESENTATION Service 84.07.68 


GENEVA (EPS) - A short “discussion paper" on nomination processes for the World 
Council of Churches recalls all the gremlins that bedeviled last year's WCC 
assembly, but offers a hope that the WCC central committee will begin to find 
ways to reform it. 


The process used last year was an effort to create as broad a representation as 
possible among the culturally diverse group and to bolster lay, women and youth 
representation in council governance. The results, based on a widely accepted 
statistical formula and responding to criteria developed by the central 
committee, brought complaints, created parliamentary turmoil, and led to some 
pain and division. . 


The paper before the committee at its annual meeting (here 9-18 July) outlines 
those problems and lifts up matters that need attention as a first step in 
clarifying the process. 


The report lays out the guidelines under which last year's assembly delegates 
were chosen. That includes 85 percent of the delegates elected directly by 
member churches and 15 percent elected by those churches on proposals from the 
central committee to insure balance. In addition, however, other guidelines 
emerged. 


For example, in 1981, the central committee issued a strong plea for the council 
to begin to move toward equal participation by men and women in all deliberative 
and governing bodies. The next year, the committee took other steps that fixed 
Eastern and Oriental Orthodox representation at 23 percent of the committee 
total. It also urged that membership on the committee reflect not only 
confessional and regional representation at the assembly, but also that of 
women, youth and lay people. 


After rehearsing difficulties under the guidelines for those who made the 
nominations at Vancouver the report details results. Among these it notes a 
"naive assumption that some other church would help to achieve the balance", the 
fact that churches sought to place their own leaders on the committee slate, and 
that last-minute withdrawals by nominees often left the panel facing complaints 
about unfairness. 


Reflecting on this, the report includes as major issues the nature of the WCC as 
a council of churches (which are both institutions and groupings of individual 
Christians); regional balances; the nature of Orthodoxy as a Christian tradition 
and a group of national churches; balances and relationships within regions; the 
possibility that small WCC member denominations might rarely or never have a 
representative from their membership; a related concern that churches which 
unite (generally considered an ecumenical success) are penalized in terms of 
numbers because they may wind up with fewer representatives than their 
predecessors; the need to respond to groups who feel left out or 
underrepresented, such as youth; and the slow pace of WCC denominations in 
moving toward the 50-50 male-female representation ratio urged by the 

committee. 


Alternatives that the committee is asked to consider are framed in questions 
about the sources of membership statistics; the future of the regional influence 
in a world body; the propriety or necessity of expanding the committee each time 
new WCC members are accepted; and the nature of the governing structure itself. 


Alternatives mentioned for the last include a greatly expanded committee (which 
could lose touch with its executive), a federal structure based on the unit 
committees (which are largely programmatic in nature), or sharing the governing 
of the council between the committee and periodic special congresses with each 
church represented by at least one delegate (resulting in a body of nearly 
450). 


EPS 


WCC FINANCIAL REPORT PROJECTS Ecumenical Press 
STABILITY, BUT NOT EXPANSION Service 84.07.69 


GENEVA (EPS) - In spite of two years of financial stability, the World Council 
of Churches central committee learned (10 July) it would be unwise to dream 
about any expansion of council programmes. 


J. Oscar McCloud, moderator of the WCC finance committee, offered that 
assessment while praising efforts of WCC member churches to respond to the WCC 
financial crisis of the mid-1970s and to more recent needs. He told the central 
committee that in 1983, overall WCC expenses and income were very close to 
projections in spite of assembly expenses. He indicated that the council could 
plan on a stable financial picture. 


However, he noted that the giving increase - nearly 250 percent in less than a 
decade - was offset by inflation and the ups and downs of the currency shifts to 
the point where real income increased only 41 percent in the same period. 
Moreover, much of the money the council receives is designated for particular 
programmes and units. This creates internal imbalances, limits flexibility, and 
has forced the use of reserve accounts to the point where they have "all but 
disappeared and cannot be counted on for most programmes after 1984." McCloud 
stressed that the council has worked strenuously to hold down costs and has been 
cautious in increasing staff to pre-1975 levels. 


On balance, the council must conclude that income will cover expenses, but that 
new activities must mean the reduction of others, he reported. "This means," he 
said, “finding ways to do things differently, so that by spending less on what 
we are now doing, we can accomplish more." 


McCloud reminded the committee of five guidelines for the WCC financial future 
laid down by the 1983 WCC assembly in Vancouver, instructions for balanced 
budgeting, annual contributions to a reserve fund for the next WCC assembly 
(likely in 1990), stronger efforts to coordinate programme priorities with 
income development in order to reduce “raids" on undesignated funds, new short- 
term programmes which reflect both council priorities and availibility of 
undesignated funds, and long-range proposals which carry assurances of their own 
funding. 


In outlining 1983 WCC financial "highlights," McCloud noted that actual expenses 
(about 30.5 million Swiss francs) were about two million Swiss francs below 
budget, that income (about 31 million Swiss francs) was "very close to the 
projections," that "there is no shortfall in undesignated income for the second 
year in a row" (which McCloud described as "the most significant factor of 
1983"), and that no deficit from the 1983 assembly (last year's expenses from 
that, separate, fund were about 7.3 million Swiss francs) is to be carried 
forward. He also noted that apart from the regular and assembly budgets, "the 
WCC handled more than 44 million US dollars in project funds for the emergency, 
relief and development work of churches around the world." 


McCloud made it clear he hopes the report will be just a first step in setting 
the context for programme decisions to be made by the committee, and, during 
later sessions with the committee and journalists, it became clear that one 
aspect of that context is non-material contributions. For example, one committe 
member noted that a Russian Orthodox charter flight enabled delegates from 
Eastern Europe and four African countries to come to the 1983 assembly without 
subsidy from the assembly budget. In the same vein, WCC Assistant General 
Secretary Patrick Coidan noted in response to a press question that non-budget 
contributions by churches in Canada for the assembly have been estimated as high 
as 1.5 million Canadian dollars. McCloud said the council is trying to find ways 
to lift up and document these tangible but unauditable elements in the support 
of members for the work of the council. 

He also reported that the finance committee would study a proposal for expanding 
the Ecumenical Center, here. It houses the WCC, Lutheran World Federation, World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, Conference of European Churches, and a few other 
church offices. 
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TWO ASK TO JOIN WCC - NICARAGUA Ecumenical Press 
MORAVIANS, BRAZIL PRESBYTERIANS Service 84.07.70 


GENEVA (EPS) - The Moravian Church of Nicaragua and the United Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil have applied to be full and associate mmbers respectively of 
the World Council of Churches. The WCC central committee was to vote on the 
applications at its meeting here (9-18 July). Counting the two, the WCC has 303 
member denominations in more than 100 countries. 


The committee was also to consider applications for full membership by two WCC 
associate members - Presbyterian Church in the Sudan and Episcopal Baptist 
Community in Africa. (The EBCA is a member community of the Church of Christ in 
Zaire.) Ordinarily, associate members of the WCC have a membership of at least 
10,000; full members at least 25,000. 


The Sudan Council of Churches applied for affiliation as an associate council. 
It was formed in 1967 and has 12 participating churches. 


The Moravian Church in Nicaragua dates from 1847 when German Moravians began 
work among Afro-Caribbeans and the Miskito, Sumo and Rama Indians of the 
Caribbean coast. They established hospitals, clinics, schools and a Bible 
Institute. The church became autonomous in 1974. It counts 85 congregations and 
about 30,000 members, in Nicaragua. 


The United Presbyterian Church in Brazil arose as a consequence of opposition to 
ecumenical involvement that developed within the Presbyterian Church of Brazil 
in the 1950s. The UPCB counts 60 parishes and more than 18,000 baptized members. 
Its clergy rely on secular jobs for their income. 


Each of the two denominations applying for full membership status now has about 
60,000 members. The Presbyterian Church in the Sudan joined the WCC in 1965, the 
Episcopal Baptist Community in 1974. 


EPS 


COMMITTEE DISCUSSES Ecumenical Press 
WCC LEADERS' REPORTS Service 84.07.71 


GENEVA (EPS) - In an opened-ended discussion (10 June) of the reports of the 
moderator and general secretary of the World Council of Churches (EPS 
84.CC.02,03), members of the WCC central committee differed on the meaning of 
WCC "fellowship" and the need for further studies and communication of WCC 
decisions. 


Philaret of Minsk (Eastern Orthodox, USSR), emphasized the free nature of the 
wcc fellowship, calling it important that there be "no pressure" on member 
churches and urging respect for their different historical, cultural and 
religious contexts. Moderator Heinz Joachim Held responded that the WCC is not 
just a free association but a "mutually committed fellowship of churches" on the 
way to full commitment. 


General Secretary Philip Potter added that the WCC is no mere mechanism but an 
"instrument of God's calling the churches together." Several committee members 
applauded Potter's challenge to the WCC to be a fellowship growing together into 
the headship of a Christ who calls the Christian community to costly 
discipleship. 

A number of speakers supported Held's call for a WCC study on justice informed 
by biblical insights and the experiences of member churches. But Johannes Hempel 
(Lutheran, GDR), a WCC president, disagreed. There have been plenty of studies 
already, he said. It is time, he suggested, to move from theory to practice, to 
"make more progress on the ecumenical pilgrimage." ; 
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US CHRISTIANS VISIT Ecumenical Press 
SOVIET COUNTERPARTS Service 84.07.72 


/This item is abridged and adapted from material supplied by the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA./ 


MOSCOW (EPS) - Calling themselves a "peace invasion," 266 US Christians spent 
two weeks in the Soviet Union (8-21 June), meeting with partriarchs and pastors 
in 14 cities, worshipping and talking with believers of several faiths on a 
mission of church unity and peacemaking. 


The US church people - here under the auspices of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA (NCC) - were greeted by Soviet church people with 
outstretched hands, kisses and tears; over and over again, they have heard 
repeated the Russian words for "peace" and "friendship." 


Emphasizing the important role of both US and Soviet churches in efforts for 
peace between the two countries, the delegation has continually sounded the 
theme that "if the bombs go off, it's going to be an abstract problem who's to 
blame." Both US and Soviet church leaders called peacemaking "the main challenge 
of our time," and said peacemaking is "an integral part of justice." 


At a time when relations between the governments of the US and USSR are at what 
many call an all-time low, "our question is what can we as Christians do to make 
a positive contribution to getting off dead center," said Bruce Rigdon, 
professor at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago and delegation leader. 


"We are members of the common house of faith," Rigdon said of US and Soviet 
Christians. "Our relationship to each other as brothers and sisters cannot be 
broken, not by national hostilities or ideological disagreements. We are called 
to symbolize something for which the world hungers. In its simplest form, it's 
that we can trust each other." 


Group members - traveling together at times, and in 10 small groups at others - 
have visited several dozen congregations in this and other cities in the Soviet 
Union, from Tallinn in the north to Tashkent in the south. They have concluded 
that "the church is alive in the Soviet Union." 


John Lindner, a Presbyterian Church (USA) staff member loaned to the NCC to 
direct the project, reported being heartened by reports of and visits to 
churches under renovation and new church buildings. He acknowledged having seen 
churches that are closed or converted into museums, and commented that "there 
are only a few open churches for a very large population." 


Like other frequent visitors to the Soviet Union in the delegation, Lindner 
remarked at the greater "self-assurance" in Soviet churches and at the 
widespread work of the churches in peacemaking, and added, "We hope many more 
churches can be opened." At the travel seminar's closing convocation, Rigdon 
said the "degree of internal freedom" the churches have to continue their 
peacemaking work is "enormously important" to Americans. 


The church people, most of them in the Soviet Union for the first time and 
including one Canadian, made up the largest US delegation ever to visit Soviet 
churches. The group had meetings and shared worship with Soviet Christian 
leaders and others from the Eastern Orthodox (Russian, Georgian, Old Believers), 
Oriental Orthodox (Armenian), Baptist, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Methodist 
traditions. They also met Jewish and Muslim representatives. 


At special services at a Moscow Baptist church, three or four people in the 
balcony unfurled banners protesting persecution and imprisonment of Soviet 
Christian believers. There was a brief scuffle as church members urged the 
protestors to leave. The protestors dropped their banners into the congregation 
and later left the church. Baptist General Secretary Alexei Bichkov later spoke 
about the incident: "Through the years we have tried to stretch our hand" to 
these Baptists, who oppose the Soviet government's policy of registration of 
churches by the state, he said. "Last year was a year of great movement toward 
reunion. We had three brotherly meetings, and 67 churches from that group are 
now registered, including 8,000 members." 
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US CHURCH GROUP FACES MEDIA Ecumenical Press 
CRITICISM AFTER SOVIET TOUR Service 84.07.73 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - Like Evangelist Billy Graham in 1982 and many other 
Westerners in.other years, leaders of a US church group that toured the Soviet 
Union (8-21 June; EPS 84.07.72) find themselves accused of failing to deliver a 
sufficiently strong critique of life under the Soviet government. 


Leading US publications charged that the group leaders, particularly during a 
Moscow press conference (20 June) gave too rosy a view of conditions faced by 
believers there. The group was especially indicted for not coming to the support 
of dissidents who displayed a protest banner during a service at a Moscow 
Baptist church. Some accounts also portrayed the press conference participants 
as one-sided critics of their own country's role in the arms race. 


The tour was organized by the US/USSR church-relations committee of the National 
Council of Churches, based here. Reportedly the largest US church group ever to 
tour the USSR, it included 266 US Christians, plus one Canadian. Their itinerary 
was worked out by the Soviet churches and the government agency. Intourist. 


George Cornell, religion writer for the Associated Press, was one of several 
journalists with the tour group. Reporting on their Moscow press conference, he 
said the visitors "found mixed signals," with the Soviet Union both "longing for 
peace" and in some situations "glorifying war". 


However, on the group's return to New York, they found a New York Times story by 
Moscow correspondent Seth Mydans indicating they had negative remarks only for 
the US and unqualified praise for the status of religion in the Soviet Union. 


Citing this story, the Washington Post published an editorial (25 June) 
headlined "In the Soviet Paradise" and focused particularly on the Moscow 
Baptist church incident. Two days later, the Wall Street Journal attacked along 
similar lines. In its issue dated 2 July, Time magazine said many of the 
visitors seemingly went to the Soviet Union "without much discernment ," 
the protesters at the Moscow Baptist church revealed the true picture. 


and only 


But the truth of that incident remained unclear. Reporting his own observations, 
Cornell said the protesters were taken out by ushers. Relying on unidentified 
second-hand sources, Mydans said there was "a scuffle" with several people on 
the floor. Buiding on Mydans, the Post said the visitors failed to 

meet their "obligations" to follow believers "trashed by the police in their 
presence." 


Bruce Rigdon, a Presbyterian minister and seminary professor who chairs the NCC 
committee, said in an interview before the tour that its leaders were aware of 
human-rights problems in the Soviet Union, but would give primary attention to 
strengthening church ties and trying to build a basis for peace. 


At a press conference here (22 June) he and other participants told of their 
efforts to "lower the causes of fear and mistrust." They said they found that 
despite continuing difficulties Soviet churches are growing and gaining 
increased self confidence. 


They also said the 267 visitors, representing diverse outlooks, repeatedly 
brought up human-rights issues in general and in specifics, but the critics 
remained unhappy that they did not engage in more explicit condemnation of 
Soviet behavior or publicity demonstrate solidarity with dissidents. James 
Rudin, interreligious affairs director of the American Jewish Committee and 
chairman of the Interriligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, said it is 
"unacceptable" that they made such a trip and did not act as "prophetic 
witnesses". 
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ECUTEXT: "Moderator's Report to WCC Central Committee" EPS 84.07.74 


/This item is excerpted from the report by WCC Moderator Heinz Joachim Held to 
the WCC central committee meeting in Geneva 9-18 July (EPS 84.07.65). Held is 
also president of the foreign relations office of the Evangelical Church in 
West Germany. The full text is available to journalists on request./ 


-..One aspect which has emerged as particularly important in the evaluation of 
the Assembly by the staff and the Executive Committee and which cropped up 
repeatedly at Vancouver itself is the need to emphasize and make visible the 
oneness and wholeness of the World Council and its work. This is a matter both 
of form and content. 


First a word or two about form. The aim here is to dovetail the work of the 
different programmes and, where appropriate, to carry out particular study 
projects or work together. This has already been done in recent years, for 
instance in the study on the Community of Women and Men in the Church and the 
work on Racism in Theology and Theology in Racism. As we discuss and decide on 
future programmes at this Central Committee we should also be thinking about how 
we can effectively and visibly emphasize the relationship of the different 
programmes to one another and to the Council's work as a whole. 


The second aspect, which has always been important but which deserves to be 
mentioned yet again, is that no decisions concerning programmes should be taken 
without reference to funding., It is our job to make sure that the programmes 
recommended as desirable or necessary by the Assembly are in keeping with the 
available or pledged financial resources. In some cases this will mean the 
Central Committee has to seet priorities, which may perhaps be painful and 
regrettable in view of a particular area of work. In our discussions, therefore, 
we cannot shirk the important and crucial question of where our priorities lie 
and which of the ecumenical movement's goals and tasks cannot be postponed. 


A third requirement in this connection is that we work towards balanced funding 
of all the agreed programme activities of the World Council, in the sense of 
achieving a better sharing of resources within the overall work of the Council. 
The World Council does not have enough undesignated funds at its disposal. 
Though I am well aware that there are problems involved here that will be 
difficult to solve, I am convinced nonetheless that the sharing of available 
resources is not simply a matter of practical organisation but an expression of 
the fact that all branches of World Council's work are intrinsically related and 
belong together. 


Needless to say, the challenge of sharing our resources applies not only to the 
co-operation between the different programme units and sub-units of the Council 
but also the fellowship of all our member churches in the World Council itself 
and their relations with one another. I know very well that sharing is not 
confined to financial matters but also involves sharing in one another's joys 
and sorrows, exchanging experiences, sharing in the insights and difficulties of 
other churches and other people in other places. 


Yet the fact remains that it is also in the financial field that we must take 
the Apostle's exhortation specially to heart: 'Let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the interests of others' (Phil. 2:4). And while 
in the last few years my involvement in the life and work of the World Council 
has made me more aware that, as the New Testament witness tells us, one of the 
marks of a Christian Church called and sanctified by the Holy Spirit is the 
sharing of one's own resources (Acts 2:42-45), I know only too well that I am 
touching on a subject which is a particular challenge to churches and to 
countries like those from which I myself come.... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "General Secretary's Report to WCC Central Committee" EPS 84.07.75. 


/This item is excerpted from the report by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter 
to the WCC central committee meeting in Geneva 9-18 July (EPS 84.07.66). Potter 
retires from his post at the end of this year. The full text is available to 
journalists on request./ 


_..Natural and social scientists have been helping us to understand much about 
the body and its growth. Let us consider our own conception, birth and growth as 
human beings. Our conception is an act of two persons. For nine months we are 
within the womb of our mothers and depend entirely on them for our formation 
uintil the time that we are born at the risk of their lives. Then we depend on 
them for our nourishing and early nurture. There is an interrelation, an 
interconnectedness, which is essential in this period. Moreover, the baby or 
child can only grow in an atmosphere of basic trust. 


Then it begins to manifest its autonomy, its identity, as it learns to move and 
act on its own. That, too, depends on trust, now mutual trust between parents 
and child. The further growth is being able to take initiatives, to test its 
possibilities in coming into more direct creative contact with the environment 
of human beings and of nature. All this is one interacting process which 
continues in different forms throughout a person's life. Everything depends on 
this process being conditioned throughout by mutual trust and support. 


This process of bodily growth is very much in line with Paul's thought about the 
body and all its parts growing together both from the Head and into the Head, 
Christ, in love. In these years we have gone a long way in developing mutual 
trust as churches. This has been the work of the Spirit among us through our 
fervent prayers with and for one another, our tentative steps to each other and 
to the world in faith and faithfulness, and our willingness to share our 
material and spiritual resources with each other.... 


But the image of bodily growth also reminds us of the mutual trust and respect 
which are essential for living. That means respecting people's identities and 
their capacities to take initiatives in a fellowship of trust. This has been far 
from being the case in our world of racial, ethnic, class and sex oppression. 
The Council has given prominent attention to the fact that in both church and 
society racist and sexist discrimination predominate. This is a particularly 
painful reality in our churches. The Council has been once again asked urgently 
to give major priority in its programmes to striving for a community of women 
and men, and of white and black, when the identities of people are allowed to 
have full scope for the enrichment of all. This will be a real test of our 
commitment to grow together into Christ in whom there is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, slave nor free, male nor female, but we are one in our diversity in 
him, and through whom we are being enabled to become fully human beings in 
love... 


At the beginning of my address I quoted a statement from the 1954 Evanston 
Assembly which ended with the words: " we dedicate ourselves to God anew, that 
he may enable us to grow together". I remember well the debate that went on 
around that phrase. Many churchmen feared that this was an expression of an easy 
way to unity, in the secular spirit of growth as inevitable progress. This was 
certainly not the intention, nor is it the intention of the 1983 Vancouver 
Assembly for us to rely on our human efforts. Rather, our stand is on the words 
of Paul who wrote to the dividedCorinthian church about their party allegiances 
to Peter, Paul or Apollos: "Neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but only God who gives the growth" (I Cor. 3:7). So let us go forward 
and grow together as co-workers with God through Jesus Christ and in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Representation in the WCC - Issues & Tensions" EPS 84.07.76 


/This item is excerpted from a "discussion paper" presented to the WCC central 
committee (EPS 84.07.68). The complete text is available to journalists on 
request./ 


Some careful thought must be given to the nature of the Central Committee and to 
its role within the WCC. If the latter is a council of churches (as 
institutions) should the CC represent the leadership of these institutional 
bodies? If the WCC is a council of churches (as the people of God) should it not 
represent the whole people? This tension cannot be ignored.... 


Orthodox representation figured significantly in the debates and the Nominations 
Committee felt that this matter needed continuing discussion. It was agreed by 
that Committee that 23% does not meet adequately the Orthodox churches' needs in 
terms of representation. However, a percentage figure for a Christian f amily 
may, in a council of churches not be helpful. Individual Orthodox churches do 
not face different problems from other member churches when names and numbers 
are being considered. 


Regional balances require to be reconsidered. A clearly defined statistical 
approach was used in Vancouver but there are at least three further issues which 
demand attention: 


The balance within regions. There is no doubt that those in North East Asia, 
for example, feel badly under-represented while many will argue that Latin 
Europe has not been fairly treated in the statistical base used in Vancouver. 


The links between regions. Latin America does not wish to be linked with the 
Caribbean and there is no doubt that a case can be made for the severance. The 
Pacific has shown that it does not find it helpful to be so firmly attached to 
Australia and New Zealand in the matter of representation. 


The links between regions. Latin America does not wish to be linked with the 
Caribbean and there is no doubt that a case can be made for the severance. he 
Pacific has shown that it does not find it helpful to be so firmly attached to 
Australia and New Zealnd in the matter of representation. 


The membership of regions. It has been suggested, for example, that the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate should be "transferred" to Europe from the Middle East 
in any realigning of regional membership. 


A number of very small churches are in danger of never being represented on 

the Central Committee despite attempts over the years to be sensitive to their 
position. One problem is that some very small churches which are founder members 
of the Council would not now qualify for membership. Clearly they cannot be 
demoted to the status of associates but it may be necessary to require a minimum 
numerical membership for churches to qualify for a seat on Central Committee - 
perhaps with a system of rotation within regions? 


There is growing concern that uniting churches are penalised for achieving what 
the Council is essentially about and it would be good if a formula could be 
devised that would allow recognition of their achievement. Linked with this 
issue is the specific problem raised by Asian Christians who feel that the 
continuing fragmentation in Indonesia gives too many representatives to that 
part .of.the.world..... 

In Vancouver there was particular criticism of the diminishing representation of 
French speakers, especially from Africa. Sometimes a French-speaker was dropped 
from the list to give another part of that continent representation. Sometimes 
other language groups also felt disadvantaged. 

So representation is surrounded by problems which most recognise and many would 
like to see solved, but usually at somone else's expense! How many reserved or 
protected categories can there be? In this section of this paper alone it is 
possible to recognise Orthodox, women, youth, non-Egnlish speakers, and perhaps 
even small churches and uniting churches.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Albert Burua: "Gospel and Culture" EPS 84.07.77 


/This item is excerpted from the sermon at the opening service for the meeting 
of the WCC central committee in Geneva 9-18 July. Burua is moderator of the 
United Church in Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands./ 


_..Personal encounter with Jesus Christ cannot be limited to one's cultural 
context. People from different cultural and ethnic backgrounds have given 
numerous testimonies through hymns -and stories in books of their encounter with 
Jesus Christ. Their testimonies reveal the truth that Jesus Christ is indeed 
alive and cannot be limited to one particular place and space at one particular 
time.... 


Evangelization was the main means by which the gospel spread throughout the 
world. Through the same means the gospel reached people in their different 
cultural contexts. It may be fair to say that evangelization in many parts of 
the world, especially in Third World countries, was done in a way that converted 
people away from their cultures. In many cases, our cultures were viewed as 
counter-productive, incapable of accommadating the gospel. 


The gospel that was brought to us had been overwhelmingly Westernized to the 
extent that it had been tamed and domesticated by Western cultures. From 
experience, we have discovered that in the process of proselytism, our different 
cultures, unlike the Western were condemned as heathen and backward, incapable 
of accommodating the gospel. Beside the proclamation of the message of the 
gospel, our people were trained to accept traditions and forms and to follow 
ways and expressions that were all foreign. Unpacking the different packages 
within which the gospel was domesticated was a task undone. 


If our forefathers had been given the gospel unpacked, our families, our clans 
would not ‘have been divided. Rather they would have discovered that in and 
through Christ, we belong together, we own together, and we share together. 
Today, to achieve these important concepts, we have to struggle through loaded 
traditions and doctrines which have for years imprisoned Christ in those 
denominational and cultural packages. Christ's message of healing, liberation 
and reconciliation has been imprisoned to the extent that Christian communities 
are not so effective in our proclamation of peace and unity. 


Christian communities as found in the Acts of the Apostles are not different 

from Melanesian communal societies which were based on interdependence. Today 
the concept and principles of interdependence have to be taught as frere soe 
newly discovered concept. Note that this concept has to be taught because the 
culture of individualism and competition had tamed and domesticated the gospel 
to the extent that the receivers were divided and self-centred. Salvation has 
been known as a process of alienating people away from their communal Glens cs's 


Witness to Christ must never be a copy duplicated and passed on as a technique; 
rather it must be an expression of the living reality of the whole gospel whose 
presence we experience in our individual and collective cultural context. 
Whenever witness becomes a copy and is passed on as a technique, it becomes so 
arrogant and aggressive. Technique as an instrument to exploit and manipulate 
people away from their cultures must be stopped and be replaced by means and 
ways that help people discover Christ Jesus in their respective cultural 
contexts. Such ways help people become agents of change and transformation in 
their cultures. 


Today the time is ripe when people ought to know that Christianity is not a 
denomination; it is neither traditions, nor doctrines, nor forms and 
expressions. Rather Christianity is a style of life, found in Christ and lived 
in Christ through faith. For this truth to be realized in every cultural 
context, we must forthrightly say that Christ cannot be boxed within one's 
cultural, traditional and doctrinal boundaries. He transcends all things and so 
it is possible for him to be in all.... 
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SHOPTALK 


Proposed to the central committee of the World Council of Churches as dates for 
its meetings for the rest of the decade are: 


21 July - 1 August 1985 14-26 January 1987 
17-28 July 1988 » 16-27 July 1989 


++ ++ + 


Shoptalk yields the rest of its page for the conclusion of the profile of the 
new WCC general secretary: 


castro/3 


"In what has to do with my own country, I will not deny my particular political 
ideas," he agrees. "I do not see any capitalist solution - in the strictest 
sense - for the problems of Latin America. It has already been tried by all the 
military regimes there - and you see the resulting foreign debt that has the 
whole world trembling. 


"No social-economic system has the right to be called 'Christian'. At the centre 
of Marxism is a materialistic affirmation that as such Christians cannot 
accommodate. At the centre of capitalism is the profit motive - and obviously 
Christians cannot accept that at the same time as they accept the gospel. 


"So you come to a pragmatic question. How do we improve the situation of the 
poor people in this or that particular society? You may answer, through a 
capitalistic system. Others would say, through a socialist system. All right, 
let's test it. Then we begin to consider how this or that way of organizing 
society is providing more space for human freedom, human dignity, human life for 
its people." 

Commenting on the renewed concern for worship and spirituality identified by 
many observers as the major facet of the WCC's Vancouver Assembly last year, 
Castro is both affirmative and cautious: "The optimism of Uppsala the WCC's 
Fourth Assembly in 1968 and the realism of Nairobi the Fifth Assembly in 1975 
are complemented by Vancouver's worshipping celebration, which says: 'We keep 
going because we affirm a reality that is not in the hands of the powerful of 
thiseworlaws. 


But this "new concentration on worship and on the search for fundamental 
convictions gives a better, stronger position from which to support Christian 
groups struggling for justice throughout the world. If the people somewhere tell 
us, ‘You aren't paying attention to our cries because you're too busy praying,' 
then I would begin to tremble." 


Castro defines the specific role of the general secretary in implementing the 
mission of the council as "seeing to it that all the purposes of the WCC are 
present not only in the image but also in the reality of the daily life of the 
council. This could be a frustrating exercise; it could also be a very dynamic 
and useful one." 


With the WCC's fourteen programme subunits spread over three units - Faith and 
Witness, Justice and Service, Education and Renewal - the task of coordination 
is a substantial one. And, Castro remarks, “you need to have something to 
coordinate before you begin talking about coordination. The programme subunits 
have different perspectives, different vocations." 

Still, he is quick to add, coordination is necessary: "Anarchy would be 
nonsensical in a body that is accountable to the churches. But the WCC's 
accountability to the churches, to the people of God, should be the 
accountability of the responsible use of freedom." 


EPS 


CASTRO CHOSEN TO HEAD STAFF Ecumenical Press 
OF WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Service 84.07.78 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has chosen a Uruguyan Methodist 
pastor who headed its world mission and evangelism commission (CWME) for 11 
years as its fourth general secretary. 


Emilio Castro, 57, takes up his new job at the beginning of next year. He left 
his CWME post at the end of last year, and has been lecturing and pursuing 
doctoral studies since. He was shortly to become rector (president) of Union 
Theological Seminary in Buenos Aires. 


He succeeds Philip Potter, 62, a West Indian Methodist pastor and also Castro's 
predecessor in the CWME post. Elected general secretary in November 1972, Potter 
retires at the end of this year. 


In his acceptance speech to the 158-member WCC central committee, which elected 
him (12 July), Castro said he is counting on it and other colleagues to make up 
anything he lacks coming into the post. He praised Potter, and referred to the 
living “ecumenical memory" and the communion of saints praying before God as 
sources of support for the WCC and the ecumenical movement in the years to come. 
He said the "ecumenical achievement" is that 36 years after the founding of the 
WCC (which groups denominations in more than 100 countries from virtually all 
Christian traditions except Roman Catholic), the ecumenical movement "can't be 
gotten rid of." 


After speaking in English, he added in Spanish a recollection that Latin 
American representatives were not accepted at the 1910 international missionary 
conference in Edinburgh. His election, he suggested, is a sort of vindication 
of them. 


WCC Moderator Heinz Joachim Held publicly announced Castro's election in four 
languages - English, German, French, Spanish - following an hour-long closed 
session of the committee. After the announcement, there was a sustained standing 
ovation from the committee members, staff, and observers who filled the main 
meeting hall at. WCC headquarters. On his way in Castro embraced WCC Deputy 
General Secretary Arie Brouwer, one of the two others the 23-member nominating 
committee interviewed for the post. 


He also greeted W.A. Visser 't Hooft, seated with the WCC presidents at the 
front of the hall. Visser 't Hooft, looking frail at 84, was WCC general 
secretary from its establishment in 1948 until his retirement in 1966. He is now 
a WCC honorary president. 


Lois Wilson, one of the seven WCC presidents and moderator of the nominating 
committee, said it unanimously decided to propose one name for central committee 
consideration because that was the precedent in the previous cases, it would 
allow the nominee to feel confident of support, it would foster "unity and 
coherence" in the council, and because the nominating committee was a 
"microcosm" of the central committee from whose members it was chosen. She said 
it experienced "vigorous struggles" during the months it worked to come up with 
its recommendation. 


All told, the central committee spent four hours in closed session (10 and 12 
July) considering the nominating committee's report and procedures it would 
follow to make its choice. Wilson declined to confirm media reports that the 
central committee vote to elect Castro was 126-17 with 5 abstentions, but she 
described it as "overwhelming". The other person interviewed by the nominating 
committee was John Bluck, until the end of April WCC communications director, 
and now a professor of pastoral theology and communication in Dunedin, New 
Zealand. 

Besides heading the WCC staff, the general secretary is its only fulltime 
officer, and, among other things, may speak for the council by himself, and 
"represents and interprets" the WCC to "churches and councils of churches, and 
to governmental, inter-governmental, and non-governmental organizations, and to 
the general public." The renewable term of office is five years. 


EPS 


EMILIO ENRIQUE CASTRO: Ecumenical Press 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION Service 84.07.79 


FAMILY: Emilio Enrique Castro was born 2 May 1927, in Montevideo, Uruguay, into 
a working-class home of nine children. His father is Chilean, his mother 
Spanish. Castro attended primary and secondary school in Montevideo. In 1951 he 
married Gladys Nieves of Uruguay. They have two children: Gladys Ruth, born in 
1954 in Bolivia, and Emil Ariel, born in 1958 in Uruguay. 


EDUCATION: Castro took his university degree - "theological licentiate" - at 
Union Theological Seminary (Isedet), in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 1944-1950. With 
a World Council of Churches scholarship he did post-graduate work in Basel, 
1953-1954, under the guidance of Karl Barth. In 1983-1984 he has been a doctoral 
candidate at the University of Lausanne. He is writing his dissertation - 
"Freedom in Mission in the Perspective of the Kingdom of God" - in English and 
is to defend it in French. In addition, Castro speaks German, Italian, 
Portuguese, and Spanish. In May 1984 he received an honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters degree from Westmar College, LeMars, Lowa. 


LATIN AMERICA WORK EXPERIENCE: Castro, ordained in 1948 by the Evangelical 
Methodist Church of Uruguay, served as a pastor in Duranzno and Trinidad, two 
small cities in the interior of Uruguay, 1951-1953. Upon his return from Basel 
he was pastor of Central Methodist Church, La Paz, Bolivia, 1954-1956. He was 
pastor of Central Methodist Church, Montevideo, 1957-1965. During most of that 
time he was also professor of contemporary theological thought at the Mennonite 
Seminary there. 


Castro was coordination of UNELAM (Commission for Evangelical Unity in Latin 
America), 1965-1972. He was also executive secretary of ASIT (South American 
Association of Theological Schools), 1966-69. He was president of his 
denomination, 1970-72. This year, he was elected rector (president) of Union 
Theological Seminary (Isedet), Buenos Aires. 


ECUMENICAL EXPERIENCE: Castro was director of the WCC Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism (CWME), 1 January 1973-31 December 1983. His ecumenical 
experience includes chairing the Fellowship of Christians and Jews in Uruguay, 
1962-1966. He was moderator for the world consultation on the future of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), in the Netherlands, 
1967. He chaired the WCC's Agency for Christian Literature Development, 
1970-1972. 


Before assuming the CWME directorship at its world mission conference in 
Bangkok, he attended a number of key ecumenical gatherings, among them: WCC 
assemblies (1961, New Delhi; 1968, Uppsala); World Student Christian Federation 
conference on the life and mission of the church (1960, Strasbourg); CWME world 
mission conference (1963, Mexico); Christian Peace Conference world assembly 
(1964, Prague); WCC church and society conference (1966, Geneva). 


BOOKS AND ARTICLES: Castro is the author of six books, co-author of a seventh, 

a contributor to several others, and author of more than 140 articles in several 
languages. These include a number of contributions to International Review of 
Mission, which he edited while at CWME, and Christian Century, for which he was 
an editor-at-large, 1971-1975. 


OTHER: While living in Geneva, Castro has been active as a "conseiller de 
paroisse" - an elder - at the Petit Saconnex congregation of the National 
Protestant (Reformed) Church of Geneva. He was visiting professor at Iliff 
Theological Seminary (US), March-May 1984, and is to be visiting professor at 
Montpellier Institute of Theology (France), September-December 1984. 
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EMILIO CASTRO: PROFILE OF Ecumenical Press 
NEW WCC GENERAL SECRETARY Service 84.07.80 


GENEVA (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) - The fourth general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches is an ordained minister in a small Methodist church in a 
South American country which he has been unable to visit for more than 11 years. 


Emilio Castro, 57, of Uruguay, was elected to the post (12 July) by the 
150-member WCC central committee, meeting in Geneva. Until the end of 1983 
Castro was director of the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) 


- a job he began at the start of 1973. His predecessor in both positions was a 
fellow Methodist, Philip Potter. 


Castro is enthusiastic in his assessment of Potter's role in the WCC. "Philip 
Potter has contributed to the ecumenical movement a permanent awareness of the 
cutting edge of history," his successor-elect says. "His inspiration was 
fundamental in moving the WCC to confront questions of cultural identity, of 
racism and of an evangelism that will not dodge the issues of real life." 


One of nine children of a working class family in Montevideo (his father is 
Chilean, his mother Spanish), Castro grew up in what was then one of the most 
liberal, democratic - and secularized - countries in Latin America. Protestants 
were a small minority within Uruguay's relatively uninfluential Christian 
community. The anti-religious attitude there not only focused Castro's attention 
on the issue of secularism when he was a theological student in Buenos Aires 
(1944-1950) but also led him to pursue further studies with Swiss theologian 
Karl Barth in Basel (1953-1954). 


While studying there Castro first encountered the international ecumenical 
movement, when he visited the former WCC headquarters (now the city's clock 
museum). Other vocational experiences closer to home intervened, however, before 
his own full-time involvement with that movement. 


Castro pastored a Methodist congregation in La Paz, Bolivia, 1954-1956, and then 
one in Montevideo until 1965. During those years he also lectured at the 
Mennonite Seminary in the Uruguayan capital and at the YMCA's South America 
Training Institute in Buenos Aires. 


From 1965-1972 he was coordinator of UNELAM, the Commission for Evangelical 
Unity in Latin America. In the latter part of this period he served as president 
of the then newly autonomous (since 1968) Evangelical Methodist Church of Uruguay. 


The 1972 call to the CWME post came at a time of increasing tension in Castro's 
native country. He himself was a target of police searches and death threats; a 
bomb exploded in his church. "But I was a free citizen," Castro says, "and I 
didn't come to the WCC because I was obliged to leave my country." 


Castro's ties to the WCC were getting stronger through the years, including 
attendance at the Third (New Delhi, 1961) and Fourth (Uppsala, 1968) WCC 
Assemblies and participation in WCC and other international ecumenical 
conferences and programmes. 


Shortly after he left, the political situation in Uruguay deteriorated further. 
A military coup eliminated the legislature, banned trade unions and put strict 
controls on the churches. Although Castro says there are clear indications he 
is not welcome in Uruguay even today, he had planned to return to Latin America 
later this year to become rector of a theological school in Buenos Aires. 


"My passion, my heart all these years has been going back to Latin America, and 
very good friends there have put pressure on me - Christian pressure, but strong 
pressure -— to return." Only with difficulty, he says, has he come to be 
convinced that taking the WCC general secretary post is the right thing - also 
with respect to Latin America. 


The council has changed a great deal in the years he has been acquainted with 
it, says Castro. The main difference he points to between the WCC today and the 
smaller organization he visited as a student in 1954 is its "world nature." He 
describes today's WCC as "an encounter of Christians from all over the world who 
have been affirming their identity and their own belonging to their cultures." 


(over) 
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Contributions made by independent churches in Africa, and Latin American 
Pentecostals - Christian traditions that "were not even thought of at the 
beginning" - have made the council "far more complicated than it used to be, but 
richer too. It is the cultural, theological, racial ferment in the WCC that 
provides the dynamic, the real life - and will keep on doing so." 


An element he sees in this creative ferment is the Orthodox churches. "Although 
they have already assumed a fair participation in the central committee and 
other committees," Castro says, "what's needed is to get the number of Orthodox 
staff members to a point that does justice to their belonging to and 
participating in the WCC. In its day-to-day operation the WCC is still almost 
unavoidably Protestant. My dream is that the Orthodox will become fully 
represented in all areas of the WCC's life, bringing their contributions and at 
the same time risking themselves to be penetrated by the total ecumenical 
encounter." 


Getting all member churches to sharpen their sense of belonging to the WCC is a 
high priority, Castro believes. He agrees that this would "multiply the kinds of 
expectations people have of the WCC, but the worst thing that could happen would 
be for nobody to be expecting anything from us. 


"The main concern for me is that every programme and every service of the WCC 
keep in mind the holistic nature of the gospel we preach and of the vocation we 
have. To everything we need to put three or four fundamental questions: Does it 
advance the unity of the church? Does it help the building up of a servant body 
of Christ? Does it convey a testimony to Jesus Christ? Does it really express 
solidarity with poor people?" 

While well aware that the WCC has been the target of sharp media attacks, Castro 
insists that "we need to welcome press criticisms. It's their duty, their 
vocation. We should learn from that, affirming what we believe but trying to 
understand that the media articulate not just what individual journalists 
believe but other people as well. Of course, experience teaches us to 
distinguish between journalists and mercenaries!". 


A common criticism of the WCC is that it is too influenced by "the theology of 
liberation" - the controversial, largely Latin American articulation of theology 
in terms of people's struggles against oppressive social and political 

systems. Western critics in particular have called liberation theology a code 
phrase for Marxist infiltration of the churches. 


Says the Hispanic US theologian Orlando Costas in a recently published summary 
of Castro's thought: "It is not possible to understand Castro apart from Latin 
America,...without taking into account the impact of his travels and contacts 
with people of various Christian traditions, secular ideologies and other 
faiths,...without an awareness of the influence of Karl Barth, his Methodist 
upbringing and early theological education, his socio-cultural experiences and 
the challenges that have been posed to him by the struggles for liberation all 
over Latin America." 


If some have abbreviated this diverse pedigree to identify Castro simply as a 
liberation theologian, he himself professes to be "unworthy" of that 
description. "I am not a systematic theologian," he insists. "I'm not at that 
level of theological expertise. Many of the liberation theologians in Latin 
America are my personal friends. Their struggle is my struggle. And I try to 
make liberation - a passion for the marginal, the outcast, the periphery, in the 
name of Jesus Christ - a central dimension of all my preaching and writing." 


In response to the charge of Marxist influence, Castro points to the record - 
particularly the many editorials he has written in the International Review of 
Mission and the "Ecumenical Affirmations on Mission and Evangelism" approved 

by the WCC Central Committee two years ago, in which Castro had an instrumental 
role - and challenges anyone to detect Marxism there. 


(Concluded on Shoptalk page) 


WCC WOMEN MEET Ecumenical Press 
ON PARTICIPATION Service 84.07.81 


GENEVA (EPS) - With more women than ever serving on the central committee, women 
of the World Council of Churches should play a strategic role in the WCC and 
change its meeting style, agreed participants in a women's meeting here (10 
July). More than 100 WCC central committee members, staff, and visitors - 
including three men - attended the evening session. 


Thirty-eight of the 150 committee members and three of the seven WCC presidents 
are women. "Women have always been at the heart of ecumenism but they have not 
always been so visible," observed committee member Janice Love. But women have a 
long way to go on the ecumenical road, several speakers warned. Although women's 
participation has been accepted, the WCC remains "deeply ambivalent" about their 
role, Love said. Marga Biihrig (Reformed, Switzerland), a WCC president, 
cautioned: "It's still necessary, though annoying, to cry everywhere that women 
are needed. If we don't, we will disappear very quickly." 


Jean Skuse (United, Australia) urged female committee members to pay particular 
attention to personnel recruitment and finance. Marie Assaad, deputy general 
secretary and highest-ranking WCC female staff member, said that while women's 
concerns are now on the WCC agenda, it will require female executives to put 
them forward. She called for more female directors for WCC program sub-units. 
(Currently, two of the 14 are women.) 


Other speakers suggested that as important as numbers of women is the way the 
WCC operates. There was a good deal of discussion as to why women do not speak 
up more in plenaries or smaller groups. A number said they are "put off" by the 
central committee's style, which one women characterized as "speech-making for 
back home". 


EPS 


SECRATARIES OF WORLD'S Ecumenical Press 
YMCAS CONSIDER FUTURE Service 84.07.82 


EMMETTEN, Switzerland (EPS/Erika Tysoe-Diilkin) - "The YMCA is uniquely 
positioned to be a transforming agent in our societies - a ‘collage of 
advocates' which reaches across religious, political and racial barriers so that 
men and women of goodwill everywhere may be included in God's plan for the 
transformation of humanity. ... Let this conference be an important step in 
taking up this great challenge," said Rix Rogers (Canada) in his opening address 
as chairperson of the Conference of YMCA National General Secretaires. YMCA 
chief executives came from 54 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle 
East, the Caribbean, Latin America and North America, and from five area 
Organizations to meet here (30 June - 4 July). 


It was the first time in the history of the YMCA that key leaders of national 
movements and area organizations came together to discuss the problems and 
challenges which today's realities present to the YMCA and how these realities 
affect the different associations. The secretaries exchanged experiences in 
group discussions and they became particularly conscious of the meaning of 
solidarity as colleagues from developing countries detailed some of the specific 
problems which they face daily. "Do we feel the pain, the suffering, the needs, 
the anxieties of other national movement, members of the same YMCA family, and 
do we act in a spirit of solidarity?" asked Norberto Rodriguez from Argentina. 


There were questions of management and finance, of relationships with 
governments of professional development and personal security and "survival", 
but also of how. the Christian mission of the YMCA as an ecumenical movement can 
be realized in so many different situations. The meeting here seemed to create a 
greater sense of urgency among those in whose hands lies so much of the future 
of the YMCA world movement, to make the YMCA a transforming agent, and to 
strengthen the ties of unity of the YMCA world family. 


ERS 


TOP VATICAN ECUMENIST Ecumenical Press 
SPEAKS TO LUTHERANS Service 84.07.83 


/This item is abridged and adapted from material supplied by the news bureau of 
the Lutheran Council in the USA./ 


TORONTO (EPS) - The Vatican's chief ecumenical officer received a very warm 
reception (3 July) from the 715 delegates at the convention of the Lutheran 
Church in America, here. Before Jan Cardinal Willebrands spoke, they resolved to 
"look forward to the day of fuller expressions of visible unity" between 
Lutherans and Roman Catholics. In his speech, which was received with a 
prolonged standing ovation by the delegates, Willebrands said that the "whole 
people of God" as well as official structures of the church have a role to play 
in endorsing the results of ecumenical dialogues. 


In commenting on formal approval of the recommendations of ecumenical 
discussions, the 74-year-old former Roman Catholic archbishop of Utrecht 
(Netherlands) discussed at length one of the thorniest problems of the 
ecumenical movement: gaining formal approval of the results of ecumenical 
dialogues. Willebrands said approval of the results of ecumenical discussions 
must not be understood in a "purely technical or instrumental" way. Reception of 
theological consensus statements "is and remains a process of the entire people 
of God and in this sense it also has certain aspects of a sociological process," 
he said. He said "each part of the people of God has to play a specific part 
before there can be any binding reaction by teaching authority, be it a council 
or the pope." 


Ecumenical progress and formal reception of new agreements between Lutherans and 
Roman Catholics are not the "exclusive prerogatives of the official magesterium" 
or teaching authorities of the church, the cardinal said. In general, the 
Vatican official's remarks seemed to open the way for Catholic bishops in the 
United States to have a special role in implementing the results of the 
dialogues in North America. Some observers felt that Willebrands' remarks were, 
in part, aimed at the US Catholic bishops, who have been slow in passing along 
the recommendations from the dialogues to their parishes. 


One view of Willebrands' appearance was offered by William Rusch, the LCA 
ecumenical relations director who did not minimize the symbolic value of the 
visit. "The Vatican deals in symbolism," said Rusch. "For us there is a 
temptation to say it was only symbolic." For Rusch, Willebrands' appearance was 
another indication that "the direction Rome is prepared to go is clear. The rate 
of speed is unknown." 


EPS 


CELAM, WCC, CLAI REPS Ecumenical Press 
MEET ON COOPERATION Service 84.07.84 


GENEVA (EPS) - Representatives of the Council of Roman Catholic bishops in Latin 
America (CELAM, based in Bogota) and World Council of Churches staff members 
responsible for programs in Latin America met (10 July) at WCC headquarters, 
here. The visiting group included CELAM General Secretary Naro Castrione. 


Castrione, making his first visit to the WCC, described the meeting as one of 
"courtesy and warm friedship," whose purpose was to strengthen collaboration 
between CELAM and the WCC and Lima-based Latin American Council of Churches 
(CLAI). CLAI General Secretary Felip Adolf, in Geneva for the meeting of the wcc 
central Committee, also attended the meeting. 
Among CELAM's 13 departments, those for social and ecumenical issues are the 
ones said most likely to work with WCC and CLAI. A follow-up meeting next year 
is projected. 

EPS 


WCC PAPER PROPOSES WAYS Ecumenical Press 
TO ‘COHERENT THEOLOGY ' Service 84.07.85 


GENEVA (EPS) - A study has concluded that while no new World Council of Churches 
structures are desirable, a set of tasks is necessary to comply with a WCC 
assembly mandate that reflect a "vital and coherent theology." 


A paper prepared for the WCC central committee's annual meeting (here, 9-18 
July) lays out the dimensions of theological diversity within the WCC, explores 
the central problem of coping with theological tension, and offers six proposals 
which could help the WCC "grow towards a truly comprehensive expression and an 
even more effective instrument of the fellowship it serves." 


The paper says diversity in theological expression, style, context, and 
methodology is natural to WCC organization and life, and an important part of 
its vitality. In general, suggests the paper, such diversity can be either an 
expression of denominationalism - in which case, it is something against which 
the council is called to struggle - or it can be a sign of separate and 
complementary approaches which it calls "legitimate and even enriching and 
mutually stimulating." 


The paper suggests that the diverse theologies and methodologies, and their 
origins and justifications, be documented and analysed. It calls for a study of 
limits to diversity in terms of the WCC constitution, and the criteria for 
determining whether particular theological approaches are "mutually exclusive" 
or "different modes of expressing the same faith". 


The paper says "the most essential task" for the WCC in this area is to "develop 
vital and coherent inter-relationships, interaction, exchange and cooperation 
among the diverse theologies and theological approaches" within it." The WCC 
"should not aim to suppress or harmonize existing diversity, but to bring it 
from unrelated co-existence in a creative and mutually challenging and enriching 
interaction." 


EPS 


CONFERENCE FOCUSES Ecumenical Press 
ON AFRICAN REFUGEES Service 84.07.86 


GENEVA (EPS/Mingusa Kosoro) - The best solution to the African refugee problem 
is to enable the refugees to become useful and self-sustaining members of the 
communities in which they find themselves, UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, said here. 


In a message to the opening of the Second International Conference on Assistance 
to Refugees in Africa (ICARA II), he spoke of an African economic "crisis which 
is the result of unfavourable external circumstances, adding to already weak 
structures, and dramatically exacerbated by the impact of severe drought and 
other natural calamities". 


The UN chief appealed to donors to give every consideration and sympathy to 
additional requests before the conference, saying that ICARA I, three years ago, 
did not address itself to other aspects of the refugee situation which today 
perceived as of major importance. 


The three-day conference, (9-11 July), discussed possible long-term solutions to 
the African refugee problem. Representatives of various church agencies dealing 
with refugees attended the conference, which received a message from Pope John 
Paul and was addressed by Maxime Rafransoa, general secretary of the 
Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches. 


EPS 


GREEK ORTHODOX IN Ecumenical Press 
THE AMERICAS MEET Service 84.07.87 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - Meeting here (1-5 July) the 27th clergy-laity 
congress of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America displayed 
an immigrant minority church reaching a position of strength in US life. It drew 
more delegates (860) than any previous congress. They were heartened by upbeat 
financial reports, the presence of more youth participants than ever before and 
solicitous attention from important political figures. 


Former US legislator John Brademas, president of New York University, spoke at a 
doxology on US Independence Day (4 July). A Methodist son of an Orthodox father,” 
he recalled that he was the first Greek-American ever elected to the US 

congress. Now, several are serving, and one, Senator Paul Sarbanes of Maryland, 
addressed the concluding banquet. 


The standing of the community was also sufficient to draw such speakers as US 
Ambassador to the UN Jeane Kirkpatrick, and Senators Alphonse d'Amato and Bill 
Bradley. They, together with New York Roman Catholic Archbishop John O'Connor 
and others, extended generous praise to Archbishop Iakovos, celebrating 25 years 
as archdiocese leader. 


This was the first congress since the Turkish controlled area of Cyprus declared 
independence, and a preeminent concern of delegates was insisting that US stop 
aid to Turkey until it allows reunification of the island. They also voiced 
concern about the freedom of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul and the 
Greek community in Albania. 


Delegates took steps to launch a new mission effort, with a Florida shrine as 
its base. They also approved proposals to upgragde the archdiocesan ecumenical 
program, and endorsed a church and society report calling for "reestablishment 
of serious arms reduction negotiations between the superpowers." 


EPS 


WCC ORTHODOX Ecumenical Press 
DISCUSS ISSUES Service 84.07.88 


GENEVA (EPS) - About 40 Eastern and Oriental Orthodox here for the annual 
sessions of the World Council of Churches central committee, and WCC Orthodox 
staff, met (11 July) for a discussion of WCC programs and the Orthodox role in 
the international, ecumenical organisation whose member denominations come from 
virtually all Christian traditions other than Roman Catholic. 


Topics included the reception in Orthodox churches of the 1982 international, 
ecumenical, convergence theological text on baptism, eucharist, ministry (BEM); 
maximizing Orthodox participation in WCC committees, commissions and working 
groups; and the search for qualified Orthodox to fill WCC staff vacancies eight 
of the WCC's current 125 programme staff are Orthodox. 


Georges Tsetsis (Greek Orthodox), deputy director of the WCC Commission on 
Interchurch Aid, Refugees and World Service (CICARWS), described some of the 
ways in which Orthodox churches are already involved in WCC relief and 
development programmes but called for increased orthodox participation in 
ecumenical sharing of resources. 


Dan-Ilie Ciobotea (Romanian Orthodox) from the WCC Ecumenical Institute (Bossey) 
emphasized the importance and effectivness of the Orthodox witness during 
sessions of the graduate school there. "But we cannot make this witness 
adequately with one professor and only a few students," he said, calling on 
church representatives to increase the number of Orthodox students applying for 
admission to the school. 


EPS 
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ECUVLEW/"Two Dreams for the Future Church" EPS 84.07.89 


/The following were presented by WCC central committee members during worship 
during their meeting in Geneva 9-18 July/ 


...I think of my congregation at home, and the little church with so many people 
that I love, and with whom I want to live, and with whom I want to be united. 
And it seems so simple, everything in my dream. The congregation...is...an area 
liberated from predjudices and condemnations. 


In my dream I come to the church and nobody would judge me because of my 

clothes and outlook. Nobody would judge me even if I wasn't middle class as 90% 
are in my Swedish church. Nobody would judge though I don't have an impressive 
title. Nobody would judge the children playing in a corner in the church. People 
would tell them to be quiet if necessary, but they would look at them with 

angry eyes. 

Nobody would judge another because of his or her way of praying to God. The 
elderly people, would accept the teenagers' way. Even if they didn't appreciate 
the loud electrical music, they would accept it as another expression, not walk 
out of the church in protest as they sometimes do. 


In my dream we would come together and share wine and bread, and none would be 
judged because of his or her view of baptism. Everybody would be welcome to take 
part without being asked what kind of belief he or she had. 


We would come together sometimes during the week, to get strength from each 
other in this liberated area, and then go out and serve, trusting in each other, 
and in each others different ways. 


Sometimes I've seen this dream come true. That's why I keep fighting for this 
liberated area. It seems so simple, my dream. But it isn't. /Marie Elmquest, 
Reformed (Mission Covenant), Sweden/ 


KEK 


I dream of a world where all Christians stop using exclusive words that shut 
out other Christians. The old divisions were Jew and Gentile, Greek and 
barbarian; we add Catholic and non-Catholic, saved and unsaved and many more. I 
dream of a world where judgement of others and of their state of salvation is 
left to God, and to God alone; a world where no Christian can write off another 
human being as beyond hope. 


I dream of a time when we see each other honestly as equal before God - when my 
experience of the living Christ is so real, that the presence of another 
Christian (indeed of another human being) makes me neither defensive nor 
agressive... 


I dream of a world where spiritual imperialism fades away like a nightmare; a 
world where neither nations nor churches, out of their own insecurity and 
uncertainty, feel it necessary to make rules and walls and barriers of any kind 
to shut their members in; a christendom where anyone may enter any church, and 
worship there, sharing in prayer and praise, in song and in sacrament and be 
accepted as one of the family. 


I dream of a world where Christians look at their abstract ecclastical jargon, 
analyse it, and cut five pages down to one; where instead of using an impressive 
but intimidating word of five syllables and of uncertain meaning, we use a good 
old-fashioned word or two, where two will do, a world where people are more 
important than paper. A world where we realize that peace & reconciliation are 
more about people than about pacts. 


I dream of one human family, one family in Christ, where there is an inner 
security and state of grace in which even friendly but obstinate Irishmen stop 
fighting each other for the love of God; and find the confidence and trust to 
share their beautiful land, their humour, and their gift for friendliness, not 
only with the world but with each other, and that in your way and in your land 
and in your church would do the same./Brian Hannon, Anglican, Ireland/ 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Bill Perkins: "Vancouver in Retrospect" EPS 84.07.90 


/This item is excerpted from a longer presentation to the WCC central committee 
meeting in Geneva 9-18 July. Perkins is assistant to the WCC general secretary. 
Complete text is available to journalists on request. See also: EPS 89.07.91/ 


...Neither the worship tent, nor the gymnasium where business sessions took 
place was the centre of the Assembly. Both were essential; one cannot be 
evaluated without the other. Still one may ask how much interaction was there 
between tent and gym and what does that say about our future styles of work and 
life together? As in any family, there are times of celebration and times of 
serious work, times of harmony and times of struggle, even quarrels. The 
community gathered in Vancouver was such a family, and this interpretation of 
community experience is central to the ecumenical movement. Our worship and our 
spirituality cannot be separated from our commitment to work and struggle 
together on the issues which are the agenda of the WCC and the ecumenical 
movement, theological and doctrinal, social and political.... 


This was a participatory Assembly. Although many who were newcomers to the style 
and procedures of WCC meetings, or who were oppressed by the dominant use of 
English, many women and youth, many who wanted to speak but were unable to do 
so, were frustrated in their desire to participate, the great diversity among 
participants and their level of participation has left us with a challenge for 
the future. But how long will it be an issue? What can we learn from this ex- 
perience in order to facilitate further the participation of all who feel margi- 
nalized for one reason or another in the inclusive community we claim to be?... 


It needs also to be said that much could have been improved at the Assembly - 
and none know it better than those of us who were closest to the planning 
process and the organization. It should have - and could have - been (and was 
originally intended to be) simpler in structure, and thus less confusing for 
participants. We should learn better to manage our business and to complete it 
without being so rushed. We have not yet found adequate styles or means of 
communication in such diverse gatherings.... 


One more aspect of how the Assembly was perceived needs to be noted. The WCC was 
seen as it really is - warts and all, open to critics from within and without, 
its basic goals and agenda transparently out front. And this made a deep 
impression on many - those uninformed or misinformed, those ready to be 
critical, who came to condemn as well as to learn. Some persons were quite 
surprised to discover that worship had such an important place in our life, 
since they expcted primarily debate on political issues. In view of media 
attacks on the WCC in the previous year or so, especially in North America, it 
was noticeable that many critics were at a loss to support their previous 
opinions. We should also acknowledge gratefully and hopefully the strong 
affirmative word of support from a group of evangelicals, stating clearly their 
differences with the WCC, but urging others not to turn their backs... 


Will Vancouver sustain us until the next Assembly? It will surely sustain us as 
individuals, all of us who were inspired and renewed and filled again with the 
vision that there is no greater cause for Christians to support than the unity 
of the Church and the renewal of humankind. That continues to be our calling and 
our commitment. 


But will Vancouver sustain the ecumenical movement and the participation of the 
Churches in our common life? We are at a time of generational change - 36 years 
since Amsterdam - and the leaders of the churches are not those who voted E03 
sty together" at Amsterdam. What will be the attitude of the Churches to the 
Council which has been the privileged instrument of the movement and what will 
they expect of it? As we seek an answer to this, the crucial question is the 
extent to which the Assembly participants will take seriously its message and 
recommendations, will encourage their Churches to support the Council in what 
they at the Assembly have mandated it to do and will work to implement what we 
have learned through this Assembly... 

EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Assembly Past, Assembly Next - Evaluations" EPS 84.07.91 


/This item is excerpted from a document proposal for the WCC Central Committee 
meeting in Geneva 9-18 July. The full text is available to journalist on 
requests. Related item: Eps 84.07.90./ 


-..Positive comments about the WCC Sixth Assembly in Vancouver were made 

regarding: 

- the centrality of worship, its celebration, participatory and inclusive 
character; 

- the extensive treatment of the theme, including the diverse and contextual 
testimonies; 

- the struggle to maintain the inter-relationship between the issues of peace 
and justice on the one hand, and between social concerns and theological 
issues of unity on the other; 

- the gathering of the people of God, in the wider participation of different 
groups than ever before; 

- the affirmation and commitment of the ecumenical movement as it really is and 
not as often portrayed; 

- the overwhelmingly hospitable reception by the Vancouver and Canadian churches 
and people. 


Recommendations and constructive criticisms were also made for the benefit of 
those who will plan the Seventh Assembly. 


- the programme of the Assembly should be simpler, less rushed and with fewer 
regroupings of participants, with clearer links between the different parts, 
for example, the theme and the issues; 

- more open space would be welcome in the programme to permit greater 
development of personal relations and deeper encounters; 

- better briefing would facilitate the participation of all in a complex 
programme in an inter-cultural setting, especially those attending an Assembly 
for the first time (80% of the delegates!) 

- new ways should be explored for fuller participation in the decision-making 
process, especially for those from Eastern and Third World cultures; 

- the difficulties of communication in a multi-lingual setting, especially for 
those who do not speak English easily, need careful study. 


EPS 
ECUTEXT: "Theological Diversity & Coherence in the WCC" EPS. 84.07.92 


/This item is excerpted from a paper of the same title prepared for 9-18 July 
meeting in Geneva of the WCC central committee (EPS 84.07.85). The complete text 
is available to journalists on request./ 


... Theological exchange within the staff of the WCC should be intensified. 
Already existing occasions...should be used for this purpose and additional 
Opportunities should be arranged. Particular programmes or concerns could be 
used as “case-studies" to illustrate and reflect on theological diversity.... 


In the different committees, commissions and working groups of the WCC, dialogue 
between different theological approaches should become a regular feature of the 
deliberations....Occasional consultations, including those by sub-units, could 
evaluate the attempts to deal with theological diversity in the WCC and to 
achieve a better inter-relation and interaction and should stimulate and 
orientate further efforts. Such consultations could also serve as a forum of 
exchange on some of the most significant developments in theology and other 
fields of scholarship and thinking which are of relevance for the various tasks 
and goals of the WCC.... 

These different and inter-related ways of furthering the growth towards a more 
vital and coherent theology are, in fact, a form of ecumenical learning for the 
WCC itself. This learning process will help the WCC to grow towards a truly 
comprehensive expression and even more effective instrument of the fellowship it 
serves. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Korean Methodist Centennial Proclamation" EPS 84.07.93 


/The following was issued by the Korean Methodist Church in connection with 
celebrations this year of the 100th anniversary of its founding and of 
Protestant Christianity in Korea. Roman Catholics there are celebrating their 
200th anniversary this year./ 


Ss 


10. 


Following our Lord's injunction to be his witnesses to the ends of the 
earth, and in the succession of faith of Methodism, the first missionaries 
and our Christian forebears, looking to the evangelizing of this nation and 
the world, we propose to carry forward education and training in Christian 
discipleship, together with a program for social change and church renewal 
based upon social concern. 

Following the creative and redemptive governance of God who makes all things 
new and unites all humankind in love, we reaffirm our belief in the unity of 
the Church and oneness of the human family. 

We believe that the Kingdom of God does not consist in material abundance, 
but rather in the realization of such spiritual and religious values as 
freedom, justice, reconciliation and peace. Therefore we affirm as our 
highest values the extension of freedom, the instilling of a sense of 
justice, self-sacrifice in behalf of reconciliation, and freedom of 
conscience. 


. We would express our yearning for the early reuniting of our land, that 


through the providence of God and the sacrificial efforts of many people 
this tragedy of our nation and its people might be early resolved through 
democratic and peaceful means. 

We express our continuing hope that this nation, through more genuine 
democratic progress, may provide for its people, made in the image of God, a 
respect for human rights and an elevated quality of life which maintains 
freedom and equality for all, and we intend to continue to work toward this 
end. 

We are deeply concerned that political, social and economic polarization in 
our society is leading to dehumanization, to alienation among our people, 
and to an undermining of the unity of our nation's social community. 
Therefore our Church will accept the role of a reconciling agent in order to 
overcome this situation of polarization, and will demand particular concern 
from the leaders of society and government. 

We believe that since all persons, regardless of race or sex, are children 
of God they should all receive equal and fair treatment, so we seek to 
overcome sex discrimination in the Church, and wish that in society all 
discrimination in employment, compensation and opportunity be corrected. 

We will continue our efforts for the bringing about the Kingdom of God 
within our history, taking into account the religious pluralism of our 
society, so that we may correctly uphold the distinctiveness of our faith 
while maintaining dialogue with other religions. 

While we value highly the achievement and contribution of modern socientific 
technololy, we are deeply concerned about the possiblity that the abuse of 
existing nuclear arms could more than destroy humankind and this world. We 
call for the nuclear powers to embark boldly upon a program of nuclear arms 
reduction while finding ways to contribute positively through peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy. 

We solemnly pledge that we will continue our non-violent efforts to the end 
that all the forms of discord, destruction and violence which plague 
humanity may soon disappear, and that in their place upon this earth we may 
see the realization of a peaceful society in which the will of God shall 
rule. 
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SHOPTALK 
EPS issue 26 is misdated. Please make it 21-25 July (instead of 16-21 July). 


++ +++ 


A reminder that it is possible to have the EPS headlines telexed to you 
free of charge. If you then request a story by telex, you pay the cost 
of sending it. (We will only send the headlines if you do on occasion 
request a story.) Please let us know if you want to be added to our 
headline telexing service. 


+e ttt 


The usual EPS deadline is each Tuesday at noon (GMT). However, the 
following modified schedule is in effect for the next six issues 
(all times GMT): 


Monday OU LU LY 8h00 
Wednesday 8 August 8h00 
Friday 24 August 8h00 
Monday 3 September 8h00 
Friday 21 September 8h00 


Wednesday 26 September 8h00 


Regular Tuesday noon deadlines resume 2 October. 


+++ ++ 


Shoptalk in issue 26 noted dates proposed for central committee meetings 
through 1989. As a result of central committee action, it is possible 
that next year's dates will be 8-19 September instead of 21 July-1 August. 


ROUNDUP STORY: WCC Ecumenical Press 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE Service 84.07.94 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches enters the latter half of the 
decade with a new chief staff officer and guidelines for its work in the wake 
of the WCC Sixth Assembly last year in Vancouver. 


Meeting at WCC headquarters at the Ecumenical Centre (here, 9-18 July) the 
158-member WCC central committee elected Emilio Castro, a 57-year-old Uruguayan, 
as the fourth WCC general secretary, and outlined ways to implement assembly 
priorities on justice, peace and the integrity of creation; women; spirituality; 
and gospel and culture. 


When Castro takes office next January, he will succeed Philip Potter, 62, who 
is retiring after 12 years as general secretary. Both men are ordained 
Methodists and both headed the WCC world mission and evangelism commission 
before becoming general secretary. 


Noting that, Castro spoke of the advantage of having "already trained as 
successor of Philip Potter." He praised the man he will again succeed for his 
leadership in broadening participation in the WCC and making it an "encounter of 
cultures." 


Paying homage to Potter's leadership Castro spoke of his own hopes for the WCC: 
"This house has become a symbol of hope, of solidarity for all the outcasts or 
marginals of the world. If I speak from the depth of my Latin American 
experience, I will render testimony to the reality of the support of the prayer, 
of the understanding, that this house, under your leadership, has provided for 
those that, very often, were also misunderstood, not only by the police but also 
by the church authorities....Under your leadership,...this house has been able 
to provide a support and to rally around those who were persecuted for the sake 
of justice. May God give me the strength to keep faithful to that heritage." 


To hear the report of its nominating committee, agree on its election 
procedures, and vote, the committee spent four hours in two closed sessions. 
Castro was elected on the morning of the fourth day of the committee meeting; 
most of the rest of the committee's working time was taken up with shaping 
broad directions under which the new general secretary and the rest of the WCC 
staff will work during his five-year term. 


Besides electing Castro, the committee spent four more hours in closed session 
approving 432 members of 16 commissions and working groups to oversee various 
aspects of WCC work. The 432 got "tentative approval" through 1985 with some 
changes possible in the period from 1986 until the next WCC assembly in 1990 and 
L994; 


Two denominations - Morovian Church of Nicaragua and United Presbyterian Church 
of Brazil - were approved for WCC membership, bringing the membership total to 
303. The Sudan Council of Churches was accepted as a WCC associate council. 
Founded in 1967, it has 12 participating churches. 


The committee approved two world conferences to be held in the late 1980s - on 
faith and order, probably in 1988, and justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation (JPIC), possibly in 1989. 


The faith and order gathering would be the fifth such. The first met in Lausanne 
in 1927. It would deal in large measure with three current worldwide faith and 
order emphases - reaction in various parts of the church to the 1982 WCC 
theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM), how the 
20th century church confesses the faith which comes from its first centuries, 
and links between the unity of the church and the renewal of human community. 


The JPIC conference is part of a series of proposals for WCC work on the issue 
for the next several years. The proposed meeting would be a "forum for sharing 
experiences and insights and an occasion for deepening and enlarging the 
ecumenical covenant by serving as a focal point in the conciliar process of 


covenanting for justice and peace." 


(over) 


roundup /2 


The work of sifting through the reactions to BEM is to be a major WCC 
assignment, and the committee approved suggestions that that process pay close 
attention, among other things, to factors like cultural differences. 


A statement on Namibia and a study document on recent developments in southern 
Africa also emerged from the meeting. The first, passed unanimously, "deplores 
and condemns" South African harrassment of church people and/or property and 
adds "deep appreciation for the courageous witness" of the leadership of the 
council of churches there. It also appeals to the WCC members "to unmask and 
condemn South Africa's intensified campaign of diplomatic deception" over 
Namibia, renew their commitment to Namibian self-determination, and press for 
mandatory sanctions against South Africa. The appeal is addressed especially to 
European and North American church members whose governments have not 
implemented UN Security Council Resolution 435, which calls for such 
sanctions. 


The 22-page document on southern Africa was commended to member churches for 
study and action. The central committee drew particular attention to five areas: 
South Africa's accords with Mozambique and Angola which have created the 
"misleading and dangerous impression" that South Africa is embarked on a policy 
of peace, the "fraudulent and racist" South African constitutional changes which 
exclude black people, continuing "oppression" suffered by blacks under 
apartheid, forced removals of blacks, and criticism by South African churches of 
these developments. 


In discussion, committee members raised concerns about the US policy of 
"constructive engagement" with South Africa, and increased difficulties faced by 
refugees from South Africa. In response to questions about the PCR "special 
fund", a staff member said contributions to it fluctuate and have declined from 
a 1980 high, but that southern Africa liberation movements continue to receive 
half its annual grants (which were approved by the WCC executive committee 
earlier this month and are to be announced in September after WCC members have 
been formally notified.) 


At a news conference, WCC anti-racism program secretary Bob van Drimmelen was 
asked about a decision of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD/BRD) not to 
issue certified receipts to those who contribute money to the WCC Special Fund 
to Combat Racism. (The receipts allow the donor a tax reduction, and they 
continue to be issued for direct contributions to other aspects of WCC work.) 
Van Drimmelen said the EKD decision is "an internal affair" that underscores the 
need for education about the special fund. He reiterated the humanitarian 
pruposes of special fund grants, and added that "it has never been proven that 
any money has gone for any purposes other than those stated in the grant 
applications." 


The committee voted to meet next year in Buenos Aires, assuming satisfactory 
arrangements can be made, which is likely. The dates are to be either 8-19 
September of 21 July-1 August. It also approved WCC participation in two 
UN-designated periods - International Youth Year (1985) and the conclusion of 
the Women's Decade (next July). 


Also approved were a series of recommendations meant to increase women's 
participation in church and council activities, and a set of initiatives in the 
area of "learning for ecumenical participation." A 1985 budget of 36.8 million 
Swiss francs was lkayed, as was the construction of a fourth wing of the 
Ecumenical Centre, here, which houses the WCC, the Lutheran World Federation, 
Conference of European Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and other 
church organisations. 


EPS 


TWO WCC WORLD MEETINGS Ecumenical Press 
OKAYED FOR LATE 1980S Service 84.07.95 


GENEVA (EPS) - The central committee of the World Council of Churches has 
approved two world conferences - on faith and order, probably in 1988, and 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation (JPIC), possibly in 1989. Approval 
came during the committee's annual meeting (here, 9-18 July). 


The faith and order gathering would be the fifth such meeting. The first was 
in Lausanne in 1927. Others were in Edinburgh (1937), Lund (1952), and Montréal 
(1963). 


It would deal in large measure with three current worldwide faith and 

order emphases - reaction in various parts of the church to the 1982 WCC 
theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM), how the 
20th century church confesses the faith which comes from its first centuries, 
and links between the unity of the church and the renewal of human community. 
The committee gave "general approval" for the meeting. 


The JPIC conference is part of a series of proposals for WCC work on the issue 
for the next several years, which the committee endorsed. The proposed meeting 
would be a "forum for sharing experiences and insights and an occasion for 
deepending and enlarging the ecumenical covenant by serving as a focal point in 
the conciliar process of covenanting for justice and peace." 


To lead up the JPIC conference, the committee approved a series of regional 
forums in 1985-86 for church and "Christian initiative group" representatives. 
They are to "decide on concrete steps with regard to the Christian 
responsibility", and to be a "practical means...towards entering into a covenant 
in a conciliar process" on JPIC issues. 


Also okayed was a meeting in Stavanger, Norway, in August 1985 of the full 
112-member faith and order commission, its first since the January 1982 meeting 
in Lima which finished work on BEM. It is to be held in cooperation with the 
Church of Norway, and be combined with official WCC visits there. 


EPS 
WCC ADOPTS "LEARNING FOR Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL PARTICIPATION' Service 84.07.96 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches central committee adopted a series 
of programs and projects on "learning for ecumenical participation". They are 
to focus on church members and potential ecumenical leaders. 


Among the approved efforts is a study of educational aspects of the 1982 WCC 
statement on baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM). Parts of the WCC are to 
assist churches and schools to develop educational materials about BEM. 


Also endorsed is a study on sexuality and human relations. A 1983-85 WCC study 
on "female sexuality and bodily functions in different religious traditions," is 
to be one aspect of it. 


Other projects include training Bible-study enablers; basic adult education; and 
educational efforts in the areas of justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation. The committee considered a study of "learning in a world of many 
faiths, ideologies and cultures - a Christian response," and called for a paper 
on the issues looking toward a three-year study if funding permits. 
Citing the WCC scholarship program's "vital place" in learning for ecumenical 
participation, the committee recommended that further funding be sought for it. 
Links between Christian faith and the arts was projected as another area of WCC 
attention in the coming years. 

EPS 


432 NAMED TO WORLD COUNCIL -’ Ecumenical Press 
COMMISSIONS, WORKING GROUPS Service 84.07.97 


GENEVA (EPS) After a four-hour closed session, the 158-member central committee 
of the World Council of Churches tentatively approved 432 members of 16 
commissions and working groups to oversee the work of parts of the WCC. 


Normally, members of the groups are elected for the entire period between WCC 
assemblies, the last of which was a year ago in Canada, and the next of which is 
projected for 1990 or 1991. However, after some objections from representatives 
of some church traditions, reportedly primarily, but not exclusively, Orthodox, 
the committee accepted a resolution offered by Oscar McCloud (Reformed 
(Presbyterian), US) to vote "tentative approval for the period through 1985" to 
the proposed list. 


Before the end of the annual committee meeting (here 18 July) committee members 
with "concerns about serious imbalances" were to submit them in writing. Next 
February's meeting of the 27-member WCC executive committee is to review the 
list "in the light of all the written comments and make such modifications as 
are deemed appropriate and feasible," with next year's central committee to 
"confirm the actions taken by the executive committee." 


The proposed list was submitted to the central committee by the executive 
committee, noting in particular six criteria: "priority for persons with 
experience and expertise....continuity with the previous working group, the need 
to include persons from churches not represented on the central committee, 
regional and confessional balance and representation of women and youth, 
inclusion of central committee members in each working group, adequate balances 
in the total list" and in each of the three WCC program groups. Of the 432, 135 
are women, 44 under 31, and 219 ordained. 


Here is a list of the 16 commissions and working groups, with the moderator and 
the number of members of each: 


- Ecumenical Institute (Bossey), Milan Opocensky (Reformed, Czechoslovakia), 123 

- communication, Leila Doss (Oriental Orthodox, Egypt), 13; 

- faith and order, John Deschner (Methodist, US), 112; 

- church and society, John Habgood (Anglican, UK/England), 23; 

- world mission and evangelism, Anastasios Yannoulatos (Eastern Orthodox, 
Greece), 25; 

- dialogue, Diana Eck (Methodist, US), 25; 

- international affairs, Theo van Boven (Reformed, Netherlands), 29; 

- development, Richard Dickinson (Reformed (UCC), US), 26; 

- inter-church aid, refugee, and world service (CICARWS), Pamela Gruber 
(Reformed, UK/Scotland) ; 

- Christian Medical Commission, Erlinda Senturias (United, Philippines), 26; 

- Program to Combat Racism, Annie Jiagge (Reformed, Ghana), 24; 

- education, David Merritt (United, Australia), 20; 

- theological education, Osadolor Imasogie (Baptist, Nigeria), 20; 

- renewal and congregational life, Sister Evangeline (Reformed, France), 20; 

- women, Bertrice Wood (Reformed (UCC), US); 

- youth, Heikki Huttunen (Eastern Orthodox, Finland), 13. 

Also during the committee meeting, it was announced that Jacques Maury 

(Reformed, France) is to chair the delegation which is part of the WCC-Vatican 

Joint Working Group. In addition to Maury, the delegation includes 11 people, 

including five senior WCC staff members. 


EPS 


WCC DEPLORES, CONDEMNS Ecumenical Press 
SA ACTIONS IN NAMIBIA Service 84.07.98 


GENEVA (EPS) - The WCC central committe said (here, 16 July) it "deplores and 
condemns" South African arrests of church people, and destruction of church 
property in Namibia. The committee expressed "solidarity with and deep 
appreciation for the courageous witness" of the leadership of the council of 
churches there. 


In a statement on Namibia (EPS 84.07.105), unanimously adopted, the committee 
also appealed to the 303 WCC member denominations "to unmask and condemn South 
Africa's intensified campaign of diplomatic deception" over Namibia, renew their 
commitment to Namibian self-determination, and press for mandatory sanctions 
against South Africa. The appeal is addressed especially to European and North 
American church members whose governments have not implemented UN Security 
Council resolution 435, which calls for such sanctions. 


The statement reaffirms previous WCC support for Namibia and recognition of 
Swapo's role as "sole, legitimate representative of the Namibian people". It 
pays tribute to Namibian churches for being "in the forefront of the struggle 
for independence and human dignity." The Council of Churches in Namibia (CCN), 
whose member denominations include more than 80% of the population, has 
"consistently and sacrificially opposed the racist South African rule #o?the 
committee observes. 


The statement traces the history of Namibia from European colonial division of 
the continent 100 years ago to present-day rule by South Africa despite the 1966 
UN rescinding of South Africa's League of Nations mandate on Namibia. Since then 
more than 10,000 Namibians, mostly civilians, have been killed by South 
African-controlled forces, the statement observes. Methods of control by the 
"80,000 to 100,000 strong South African occupation force...have become ever more 
ruthless and cruel", including "torture and assassination of randomly selected 
victims." During sub-committee discussion on Namibia, WCC officials said 
Christian leaders in Namibia had become special targets of South Africa forces.) 


Western governments' policy of "constructive engagement" with South Africa has 
encouraged South African "diplomatic deception" in hopes of obtaining an 
“internal settlement" which would guarantee continued South African control of 
Namibia, the statement continues. 


It assures Namibian churches that the WCC's "longstanding concern for justice 
and peace in their country will continue unabated." It calls on member churches 
to "strengthen further the building up of the Body of Christ through continued 
material support for the mission and witness of the Namibian churches engaged in 
the freedom struggle of their people." 


Also during the committee meeting, a 22-page dossier on "recent developments in 
southern Africa’ was distributed. It was prepared at the request of the WCC 
executive committee by staff from the WCC international affairs and anti-racism 
sections (CCIA and PCR). 


That document includes background on Mozambique, Angola, and South Africa; 
reports on the recent accords involving them (and also Swaziland); a section on 
South African initiatives in connection with Lesotho, Zimbabwe, and Botswana; 
international and church reactions; and an outline of political and economic 
"implications of recent developments," including their effects on the "position 
of the liberation movements." Also included are excerpts from the Accord of 
Nkomati signed last March by South African Prime Minister P.W. Botha and 
Mozambique President Samora Machel. 


EPS 


POTTER REFLECTS ON WCC Ecumenical Press 
RELIGION AND POLITICS Service 84.07.99 


GENEVA (EPS) - World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter 
reflected on WCC emphases, roles, and achievements, and on religion and politics 
at a news conference on the last day of the annual meeting of the WCC central 
committee (here, 18 July). 


Emerging from the central committee and the WCC itself, he said, is recognition 
that Christian unity is a concern of the total church and not just theologians 
and hierarchies; that justice, peace, and the integrity of creation are 
interrelated and central to the gospel; that a multi-cultural world is a means 
of mutual enrichment, and that the church and world must be participatory, with 
old and young, male and female, able and disabled, all having a visible role. 


Queried about youth dissatisfaction with the WCC, he observed that young people 
are counted among central committee members and "can express themselves." He 
appealed to the churches to assure more youth in their own and WCC 
decision-making bodies, noting that WCC cannot bypass its member churches. He 
said there is "a profound malaise" of marginalization affecting youth as well as 
adults, and hoped "the cries of youth will increase." 


Asked about the axiom that "religion and politics don't mix," Potter said it is 
"totally unacceptable" for Christians. "Our faith is supposed to be incarnate, 
concerned with the whole of human life," he said. Not only church leadership but 
"the whole people of God" have been deeply involved in struggles for justice and 
peace he observed. 


Similarly, Potter spurned a suggestion that last year's WCC assembly 
demonstrated that worship is a better way toward unity than pronouncements and 
programs. "We've never made distinctions between worship and work," he said. The 
work of the council is always conditioned by prayer, he added, just as the 
prayers offered at the assembly came out of participants' "engagement with the 
hard issues of their societies." 


Potter said that ever since World War I, the ecumenical movement has confronted 
the issues of its time. Today's dilemma, he said, is a situation of "armed 
immobilism" - increasing confrontation accompanied by insecurity, and fear. 
"However apocalyptic the times, we must be agents of sanity, conversation, 
reconciliation and hope," he declared. 


Responding to a question about evangelicals, Potter spoke of the "new phenomenon 
of particular kinds of groups which, under the cover of evangelism, come with 
masses of money and certain political orientations and bring enormous confusion 
within communities in various parts of the world." Some of these movements "tend 
to back totalitarianism and military regimes in the name of certain ideologies," 
he suggested. 


Potter declined to list his own or the WCC's achievements during the 23 years he 
has been on the WCC staff. "We don't have this exaggerated view of ourselves," 
he said. "The most we could say is that through the WCC the consciences of 
Christians and the churches round the world have been awakened and challenged 
both about their traditions and relations with each other, and what is happening 
in the world." 

However, he did mention the WCC Program to Combat Racism as a small effort 

"with symbolic value" which, he said, has been "a voice of hope to millions of 
people". Potter concluded, "We cannot speak of great achievements but of 
attempts to be obedient to the gospel." 


EPS 


WCC ASKS EFFORTS TO UP Ecumenical Press 
WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION Service 84.07.100 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches central committee took a number of 
steps it hopes will increase women's participation in both WCC activities and 
those of its 303 member denominations. 


Increased participation of women and incorporation of women's concerns and 
perspectives have been key elements of WCC policy for a number of years, and 
were highlighted at last year's WCC assembly as a WCC priority. The committee 
asked (18 July) that parts of the WCC address "cultural traditions which have 
been prejudicial against the participation of women", and share training and 
information to empower women for involvement in both church and society. 


The committee also agreed that it "should find appropriate ways and means to 
encourage further the continuous and active participation of women in the 
decision-making processes of the WCC, in its units and subunits, as well as in 
the member churches," 


A series of five additional recommendations sought to increase women's 
participation in member churches, and it was on elements of those that the 
committee had one of its lengthiest debates. Recommendations that efforts be 
made to increase involvement of women in ethical and scientific debate about 
biogenetic issues, obtain women's perspectives in church reaction to the 1982 
WCC text on baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM), and encourage and support 
women in the struggle for peace and justice found little disagreement except in 
some specifics of language. A proposal aimed directly at Orthodoxy, brought 
negative reaction from a wide range of committee members. 


The original sentence that "Orthodox women need to be trained especially in 
learning other languages than their mother tongue in order to allow them to 
participate in the work of the WCC", was faulted by men and women, Orthodox and 
others, as offensive and demeaning; so the drafters agreed to drop it. Jean 
Mayland, (Anglican, UK) sought to find compromise language through consultation 
with the Orthodox that would maintain the WCC concern for the role of women, but 
take cultural contexts of Orthodoxy into account. The committee finally agreed 
to let a consultation among the Orthodox settle the exact wording, and then, 
having had nearly two hours of debate, it unanimously passed the entire series 
of recommendations. 


In another action, the WCC committee decided that as vacancies occur in the 
directionships of the sub-units on faith and order, world mission and 
evangelism, church and society, and dialogue, female candidates are to be 
especially sought, with the goal that at least one of the posts be filled by a 
woman. 


At a news conference, committee member Janice Love (Methodist, US) urged more 
women in top-level WCC staff positions - currently, two of the 14 WCC subunit 
directors are women - but emphasized that participation of women involves not 
only numbers, but also a different style of work. 


At the same conference, WCC Deputy General Secretary Marie Assaad (Oriental 
Orthodox, Egypt) recalled that English Anglicans told her their church declined 
to ordain women not for theological reasons, but out of consideration for 
Orthodoxy. "I felt that if our unity was to be based on such an injustice then 
it was not the unity that Christ gave us," she said, adding that she asks 
Orthodox bishops if it is proper for them to use the appeal to unity to 
influence other churches against women's ordination if they have no theological 
objections to it. She also observed that the question of women's ordination in 
churches that do not ordain women should be raised by their own members, and not 
only as a justice issue but also as a theological one. 


EPS 


WCC COMMITTEE DEALS Ecumenical Press 
WITH SEVERAL ISSUES Service 84.07.101 


The WCC central committee approved (here, 18 July) plans for major participation 
in the 1985 International Year of Youth - ecumenical "team visits" by young 
people to various countries, regional work camps and reflection. The committee 
also endorsed other WCC youth efforts, including "networking" among black youth 
worldwide, internships, and a consultation on world youth projects. The 
committee asked that "ecumenical youth" be in dialogue "with youth who call 
themselves evangelicals." 


The committee approved WCC plans for participation in meetings to mark the end 
of the UN Decade for Women, in Nairobi next July. WCC contributions are to 
include inter-cultural and inter-confessional Bible study, workshops on justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation and on female sexuality and bodily 
functions in different religious traditions. Various WCC units are to emphasize 
women under racism, female refugees and migrant workers, and women's health. 


The committee okayed a consultation in Mexico in April on "theology by the 
people". The consultation is "an attempt to take ministry from the exclusive 
hands of theological professionals" and recognize people "as the primary agents 
of the theological task," explained Sam Amirtham, WCC theological education 
director. 


Reiterating the concern of the Vancouver assembly over increasing restrictions 
against asylum seekers, the committee urged churches to "become better informed, 
more alert and more actively involved in ensuring that all asylum-seekers be 
given a fair hearing to their asylum claims and a humane treatment." 


Marking the 40th anniversary of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS), the committee adopted a statement on the "the diaconal 
task of the churches today." It says that "even while recognizing our failures, 
we give thanks to God for the churches' work and witness, which has assisted 
millions of needy people over four decades." 


Ecumenical resource-sharing is to be a council-wide concern, with committee 
members stressing the importance of sharing non-material resources as well as 
money. The committee renewed the 1968 WCC assembly appeal to member churches to 
commit two per cent of their funds and resources to justice and development. It 
also urged individual church members to supply financial resources, time, skills 
and influence in the same way. The committee recommended that churches increase 
the capital of the Ecumenical Loan Fund and the Ecumenical Development 
Cooperative Society. 


In various ways the committee pressed for stronger relationships between the WCC 
and its 303 member denominations. It endorsed a world consultation of national 
Christian councils (the only previous one was in 1971) and supported formation 
of a consultative group of representatives of regional ecumenical 

organizations. 


Questions of witness and ideology surfaced time and again. The committee 
reaffirmed "with emphasis" previous WCC statements against "proselytism", and 
affirmed "the priority of reconciliation between churches for their common 
witness." Members voted to create a staff task force on ideologies. 


In other action, the committee agreed not to propose a "shift in the focus of 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity toward prayer for justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation," but did agree that the Week of Prayer might "include" 
prayer for such concerns. 


There was a ripple of applause as the committee expressed concern over the 
language and style of WCC documents. It concluded that they are unnecessarily 
complex, lengthy, abstract, and hard to translate. However, some suggested that 
part of the reason for that is that many people who use English in WCC 
activities are not native speakers or it. (The other four official languages for 
central committee meetings are French, German, Spanish and Russian.) 


EPS 


ANGLICAN COUNCIL MEETS ON Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENISM, DOGMA, MISSION Service 84.07.102 


BADAGRY, Nigeria (EPS) - More than 50 matters came before the Anglican 
Consultative Council during its meeting (17-27 July) here, its sixth since it 
was created in 1968. These were grouped in four areas - dogmatic and pastoral 
matters, ecumenical relations, mission and ministry, and Christianity and the 
social order. 


These will also be the major divisions of the agenda for the next meeting of the 
world's Anglican bishops, the 1988 Lambeth Conference. 


ACC Secretary General Samuel Van Culin opened the meeting with a report 
emphasizing the ACC role in inter-Anglican affairs. "Pilgrim people are 
dynamic," he said. "They are in movement, driven by a deep compelling will to 
accomplish a hope and live out a commitment drawn by a goal -anticipated, not 
seen - that will unify, fulfill and complete their faith and life." 


Referring to the 1982 World Council of Churches text on baptism, eucharist, and 
ministry (BEM), Van Culin noted that it "makes the point that ministry is to be 
excercised in the church in a way that is personal, collegial and communal. 
Anglicans have the opportunity to develop this policy...and in doing so to make 
an important contribution to the ecumenical movement" he suggested. 


Noting that Anglican denominations are both autonomous and interdependent, Van 
Culin said relationships which ‘express and carry this interdependence' are 
only gradually developing. "Only when such structures and relationships exist, 
not only for the Anglican Communion but also for the wider church as a whole, 
shall we know what full communion and organic union might really mean," he said. 


"We live now," he added, "in a fellowship that both confesses and explores, 
witnesses and examines, debates and assents. All within a context of trust and 
affection that we seek to support in prayers and describe in doctrine and 
teaching but that can only really be understood in the living of ac." 


Besides the ACC and the Lambeth Conference, major elements in inter-Anglican 
affairs worldwide are the archbishop of Canterbury and the meeting of primates 
(heads of Anglican denominations). 


EPS 
WCC BUDGET, BUILDING Ecumenical Press 
EXPANSION APPROVED Service 84.07.103 


GENEVA (EPS) - The central committee of the World Council of Churches passed a 
1985 budget of nearly 36.8 million Swiss francs and okayed a 92-office expansion 
of the Ecumenical Centre, here. 

The actions came at the last plenary session of the committee (18 July) after 
Oscar McCloud (Reformed (Presbyterian) US)), presented the finance report. He 
reiterated his concern that central committee members work within the member 
churches to help them "see their support of the WCC more holistically," noting 
that without this, "full implementation" of some programs may not be possible. 
The budget represents an increase of about 5 million Swiss francs over 1983 
figures. 

The proposed addition to the centre has been under consideration for some time. 
It would mean a new wing similar in style and space to the three existing ones. 
McCloud told the committee the 4.6 million-Swiss-franc cost could be financed 
without a special appeal. 

The tentative plan presented to the committee was the result of a study by the 
WCC and the Lutheran World Federation, major tenant of the centre. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Biblical and Theological Perspectives on Power" EPS 84.07.104 


/A World Council of Churches seminar on "biblical and theological perspectives 
on power" was held 28 June-6 July at the WCC Ecumenical Institute (Bossey), near 
Geneva. Fifty participants came from 30 countries. In an opening address, WCC 
General Secretary Philip Potter noted that long-term concern in the ecumenical 
movement with issues related to power. He urged the group to raise sharp 
questions for the churches on this issue. This item is excerpted from the 
group's common statement. The full text is available to journalists on 

request./ 


...Perceptions of power are affected by ideological factors. In a divided world 
those who suffer under the oppression of power can and should challenge the 
assumptions of those who benefit from its exercise. The structuring of the 
workshop itself became an issue to those sensitized to first and third world 
relations. The context became part of the learning experience.... 


Power is difficult to define, but its effects are immediately visible. The 
criterion of power, whether it is for good or for ill, can be taken to be the 
effects which power has on the poor. Whether it is good or bad can be judged, 
not by statements coming from those who exercise it, not by their delcared 
intentions, but by the actual effects. It is therefore not for the powerful to 
define power, but for the poor who experience its effects most directly. In this 
we see an example of the power of the poor, and the initial challenge to their 
marginal situation of dependence. In the bible we see that God has a special 
concern for the poor and the oppressed, a bias in favour of the poor.... 


Beyond the oppressed as social, economic, political and racial groups, we should 
also focus on that oppression which is peculiar to women. Sexual oppression is 
an addition to all other forms of oppression. Power which does not adversely 
affect men can still be evil, due to its discriminatory effects on women. 


In the life and work of Christ, in his death and resurrection, the power of God 
is disclosed. It is not the kingly power of the rulers of this age, but the 
power of one who empties himself of such power. It is the power which, judged by 
the wisdom of this world, seems to be powerless. It is the promise of Christ 
that those who follow him may live by the same power. But in such narratives as 
the footwashing, we seeChrist judge, reject and overturn the patterns of power 
and relationships of his day. The workshop participants did not distinguish in 
their discussions of the powerlessness of the poor, those within and outwith the 
church. But Christ's criticism of the exercise of power and of relations based 
on power, must be applied to the church as much as to any other social, 
political or economic institution.... 


In theological terms, the question was raised how does God redeem power? This 
was one of the most divisive issues of the workshop....There was general 
agreement that countries which are broadly democratic internally, cause 
suffering and oppression to the peoples of the third world. This raises the 
question of the unity of the church at an international level. Prophetic witness 
within a country should therefore include denunciation of the effects of 
national policies with respect to other countries. This applies to trade, 
banking, use of natural resources, military and nuclear considerations. 


Another issue which arose, but which was not resolved, concerns the use of power 
to end oppression. While some analysed their situations in terms of class 
conflict and the mobilizing of the oppressed to challenge and change the 
structures of society, others focused on the issue of the power of the 
powerless, and whether this indicated an alternative path of liberation, 
different from the traditional political options. 

There was also discussion of the extent to which we can speak of the oppressed 
within the first and second world. Although poverty in these areas is not so 
extreme as in the third world, it is sufficiently severe to indicate that the 
same forces which cause oppression in the third world, also operate in these 
areas. Discrimination against women in terms of education and employment were 


specially noted. EPS 


ECUTEXT: "The Diaconal Task of the Churches Today" EPS 84.07. 105 


/This item was approved by the WCC central committee, in Geneva 9-18 July./ 


The Central Committee notes that 1984 marks the 40th anniversary of the founding 
of what is now the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS). It is a significant fact that even before the official founding of 
the WCC in 1948, and within the agonizing years of World War II, the churches 
needed and created this instrument for the expression of their growing sense of 
the universal koinonia of the Church of Jesus Christ, and for a practical 
demonstration that when one suffers, all suffer. 


As the Vancouver Assembly stated "the Church exists in the midst of the world 
where brokenness and lack of harmony find their expression not only in sickness 
and conflicts, but also in the marginaliation and Oppression that many people 
endure due to economic, racial, political, cultural and often religious reasons. 
This situation is a challenge to the church to carry out its healing ministry in 
a holistic way, renewed by the power of Christ's love which is the basis of the 
ministry." (Issue IV - Healing and Sharing Life in Community). 


"The church as the living body of Christ, by its very nature and mission, is a 
koinonia (communion) of sharing and healing... As we share in Christ's broken 
body, so we become bread for the world to be broken. This implies cross, kenosis 
(self-emptying), which disturbs us creatively" (Issue IV). It also implies 
discipleship and sacrifice in Christian diaconal work for social justice and 
human dignity. 


Our understanding of ways and means of confronting human need, our fundamental 
awareness of the interrelatedness and interdependence of all people, and the 
obligation of Christians to deomonstrate that awareness have all grown through 
experience. Even while recognizing our failures, we give thanks to God for the 
churches' work and witness, which has assisted millions of needy people over 
four decades. 


It is impossible to mention the many church initiatives that have been taken 
during the 40 past years. But we do give thanks in recalling, -e.,2: the 
provisions of temporary churches for many of Europe's bombed cities, the 
services to millions of persons displaced by World War II, the expansion into a 
six-continent response to desperate human need, the tangible presence of the 
chuch in hundreds of disaster situations, the ministry to the suffering on both 
sides of armed conflicts, the refugee service and resettlement, rehabilitation 
and reconstruction programmes on every continent, the care for migrants, the 
provision of thousands of scholarships, and the participation in tens of 
thousands of service and development projects of local churches. All these 
activities were tangible expressions of ecumenical solidarity and helped the 
building-up of trust and fellowship among churches all over the world, 


These multi-faceted activities have been undergirded by a continuous process of 
study and reflection on the meaning of the diaconal task of CICARWS, its 
theological rationale, its role in promoting social justice and human 
development, its understanding of what ecumenical sharing of resources is all 
about, its impact on the churches' search for unity and community. 


"Diakonia as the Church's ministry of sharing, healing and reconciliation is of 
the very nature of the Church. It demands of individuals and churches a giving 
which comes not out of what they have, but what they are. Diakonia constantly 
has to challenge the frozen, static, self-centered structures of the Church and 
transform them into living instruments of the sharing and healing ministry of 
the Church. Diakonia cannot be confined within the institutional framework. It 
should transcend the established structures and boundaries of the institutional 
Church and become the sharing and healing action of the Holy Spirit through the 
community of God's people in and for the world" (Issue IV).... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Statement on Namibia" EPS 84.07.106 


/This is the conclusion of a document approved by the WCC central committee, 
which met in Geneva 9-18 July. The full text is available on request./ 


./The central committee/deplores and condemns the attacks on and destruction 
of church property in the Territory and the arbitrary arrest and detention of 
church people by the South African occupation forces and their agents as a 
deliberate policy of intimidation; 


assures the churches of Namibia that the World Council of Churches"... concern 
for justice and peace in their country will continue unabated. 


renews its support for the continuing process of conan hateon and solidarity 
among the churches in Africa. 


appeals again to all member A adie especially those of Europe and North 
America to continue (a) to unmask and condemn South Africa's intensified 
campaign of deception through diplomacy; (b) to renew their commitment to the 
struggle for self-determination and independence for Namibia; (c) to press their 
own governments in cooperation with other groups opposing apartheid to implement 
UN Security Council Resolution 435, and other UN resolutions calling for 
mandatory sanctions which would bring South Africa to accept Namibia's right to 
self-determination; (d) to strengthen further the building up of the Body of 
Christ through continued through spiritual and material support for the mission 
and witness of the Namibian churches engaged in the freedom struggle of their 
people, and to engage in constant and fervent prayer that the Namibian people 
shall soon be free. 


EPS 
ECUTEXT: "Central Committee Resolution on Philip Potter" EPS 84.07.107 


/WCC General Secretary Philip Potter retires at the end of this year after 23 
years with the WCC. This item was approved unanimously by the WCC central 
committee, 16 July. The full text is available on request./ 


.Philip Potter is, and has always been, first and last a pastor, an ordained 
servant of the crucified and risen Christ and a living witness to the coming 
Kingdom of God already present among us. His life is deeply rooted in Holy 
Scripture and his personal faith, directed always to the glory and praise of the 
triune, has been and continues to be for all of us, an authentic spritiual 
encouragement. 


As general secretary, Philip Potter has given strong theological, ethical and 
spiritual guidance to the work of the World Council. Among the main thrusts we 
owe to his influence are the insistence on the fundamental unity of Chritian 
witness and Christian service which the Gospel commands and makes possible, the 
correlation of faith and action, the inseparable connection between the personal 
spiritual life of Christian believers and their obedient action in the world. Of 
equally fundamental importance in his conviction that, according to God's will, 
the pilgrimage of the individual Christian and the Brroeroate of the whole 
people of God are closely bound together. 


Out of these fundamental convictions, Philip Potter has particularly taken up 
and personally supported concerns expressed by the member churches - the 
struggle for a more just international economic order to reduce the poverty of 
the poor; the affirmation of human rights and efforts to halt the spread of 
militarism; combating racism and sexism in all their various forms in different 
places in the churches and in the world; the struggle for greater justice, peace 
and a stronger will for reconciliation; the concern for dialogue between 
cultures and respect for the other's itentity. We also note with gratitude his 
love and support for youth. One ecumenical movement, one fellowship of Christian 
churches moving together along the one pilgrim way, the hope of the one humanity 
promised by God -- this is the underlying unity of all of Dr Potter's efforts... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Emilio Castro's Acceptance Speech" EPS 84.07. 108 


/This item is an abridged and edited transcript of the acceptance address by 
Emilio Castro after his election to a five-year term (from 1 January 1985) as 
general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches (EPS 84.07.78, 
79,80). He spoke in English, except for the closing paragraphs, which were 
delivered in Spanish especially for his "Latin American friends.'' That part of 
this item is a provisional translation by the WCC language service./ 


-.-Let me express to you and to the members of the central committee our 
gratitude for this undeserved honour and this indication of your love and your 
trust. 


If we dare to assume this responsibility it is because we have several 
assurances: first, that by voting the programme you are discussing now you 
are commiting yourselves and your churches to the full support of that 
programme so that in fact you are not electing somebody to carry on the work, 
you are electing somebody to join your efforts, to go along with you; and 
knowing that your vote is also your commitment to the World Council, I can 
look to the future with the hope that the strength that I lack you will 
provide under God's guidance. 


But of course I have also a tremendous advantage: I have been already trained 
as successor of Philip Potter. As you know, I came to the Council following 
his leadership in the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism....0f 

course, it's not the same to follow him in his capacity as general secretary. 
Under your leadership, Philip, the World Council has expanded in participation. 
My goodness! Women, young people, all churches - this cry for participation 
that we hear today was, about 10 years ago, a challenge of the World Council 
inviting the people to participate. So you may be very proud that the reality 
of the participatory council is the fruit of your able leadership. You also 
expanded, helped to expand, provided the space for expansion of, the agenda of 
the World Council of Churches. This house has become a symbol of hope, of 
solidarity for all the outcasts or marginals of the world. If I speak from 

the depth of my Latin American experience, I will render testimony to the 
reality of the support of the prayer, of the understanding, that this house, 
under your leadership, has provided for those that, very often, were also 
misunderstood, not only by the police but also by the church authorities.... 


Under your leadership this World Council became an encounter of cultures. You 
encouraged...theologians of the Third World...to develop contextual bounded 
theologies to reflect on the mission of the churches in relation to the 
respective challenges, situations and obligations, and this house was open- 
minded to bring all that to a fermentation, sometimes painful, sometimes 
difficult to understand each other, but always faithful to the word of the 
Lord, faithful to our common vocation. 


And last but not least, I inherit your tremendous depth of biblical insight 
and historical knowledge. Each one of your reports to the central committee 
is not only a report for the occasion, it is a piece of solid background, of 
solid backing for the whole work of the council and the churches. And that 
heritage remains and the heritage will be my precious treasure. 


I am also convinced that we have on the staff...people...who believe in the 
calling they have received. They are here to offer the best of their experience, 
the passion of their hearts....I know that surrounded, supported, strengthened 
by them...this World Council will continue to be the movement for the unity of 
the church and the renewal of humankind of which all of us are dreaming.... 


(over) 
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But also, Moderator, I dare to take responsibility because I deeply believe 
that what we call the ecumenical memory is not lost. Sometimes with trembling, 
with the aging of our loved friends and sisters of former ecumenical genera- 
tions we wonder what will happen to°the treasure of the ecumenical memory. We 
should not be afraid. This.is not a memory that you could put inside computers. 
This is a memory that is living with us; this is a memory that surrounds us 

in these corridors; this is a memory of friends; this is a memory of ideas, 

of struggles; this is the communion of the saints, praying, fighting, with us, 
before the throne of the Lamb. 


We believe that we belong to a family of faith and that the fact that your 
churches, notwithstanding conflicts and misunderstanding, have time and time 
again confirmed their full participation in the life of the World Council of 
Churches, the fact that inside each one of our churches the ecumenical movement 


now is something that we cannot get rid of - that is the ecumenical achievement... 


Because I know that the patriarchs, bishops and archbishops, the lay women and 
lay people who have gone before us in this struggle are still keeping us in 
prayer before the throne of grace, I dare to dream that we will be inspired by 
that history to continue it, always, with the vision of the kingdom and of a 
church at the service of the kingdom.... 


/The following portion was delievered in Spanish:/ Our trunks were already 
packed for our move to Buenos Aires. After 11 years in Geneva we thought that 
the time had come for us to return to the scene of our struggled and witness. 
But our ecumenical friends in the World Council of Churches have decided 
otherwise! I ask for your understanding in the personal and vocational 
dilemma in which I find myself, and for your prayers and sympathy in the days 
and years to come. 


I should like to think that in accepting this responsibility I stand in the 
tradition of those Latin Americans who arrived in Edinburgh in 1910 and asked 
for admission to the first great ecumenical conference of this century, and 
were not admitted because they could not show that they belonged to the 
official ecumenical movement. Perhaps they today are part of the great crowd 
of witnesses and are rejoicing at this symbolic moment! But I think, too, 

that I am responding to those who formerly worked in this central committee... 
I am thinking of very many who have worked and born witness in this house... 
and of you who are still ..here, who have shown and still show the vitality 
and importance of the life of the World Council of Churches in Latin America. 


For us in Latin America the council has been an intellectual stimulus, a 
movement which has opened our eyes to the advance of the gospel as it meets 
the real world; and, above all, the council has been a family of churches who 
have always been in solidarity in the hour of trial. If they put you in 
prison, what a difference it makes to know that there are thousands, millions 
of brothers and sisters praying for you! And because this is the World 
Council and because we want to contribute to it, I hope that the churches of 
Latin America will see my appointment as a contribptd on made in love by them 
to this cause which we all have in common. 


Of course, in this position I shall see that Latin American experience, the 
very creative theological thinking going on there can permeate the ecumenical 
movement as a whole more deeply. But I also pray that God will enable me to 
pass on to you the enrichment which comes from contact with churches from the 
most distant corners of the world. I know that through such encounters we 
snall all be strengthened. 


Let me end by quoting words from our great Spanish philosopher Miguel de 
Unamuno: in the work of the World Council of Churches in the years to come 
"may God grant us no peace, but may he make it a glorious future'. Amen. 

P 


ECUTEXT: "Emilio Castro's First Post-Election News Conference" EPS 84.07.109 


/This item is abridged and edited from a provisional transcript of a news 
conference 12 July. It was conducted in English, French, German, and Spanish. 
parts in languages other than English were translated by the WCC language 
service./ 


Q: It has repeatedly been stated here that the present situation of the World 
Council of Churches is one of transition. Will it be your deliberate intention 
in your period of office to indtroduce new emphases into the work of the World 
Council? 


A: Our tasks, it seems to me, are quite clearly defined. Right now the central 
committee is busy arranging a new programme with specific emphases. My task, 
therefore, will be to develop this programme. The new general secretary should 
not be thought of, therefore, as the one who brings fresh ideas. I may, perhaps, 
bring my own emphasis but I must stick religiously to the central committee's 
decisions....When you read all these decisions, you will find, I'm sure, that 
the World Council has its quite clear vocation, namely, to pursue resolutely the 
unity of the churches, the struggle for justice in the world, the evangelization 
of the world, and all these objectives together. I there is, perhaps, a point on 
which I personally have to lay the emphasis, it is the holding of these tasks 
together in their indivisible unity. In other words, in our determination to 
seek dialogue with other religions, to struggle for justice, to tackle the 
question of racism, to promote evangelization and advance church unity - all 
these tasks must remain united.... 


Q: The relation between the churches in the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
World Council of Churches has often been marked by tensions. Do you think you 
can help to bring about appreciably greater concord, between them? 


A: Here too, I believe, these tensions are not personal ones. They are tensions 
within a particular programme, a specific task of the World Council. Given a new 
programme, a new period, and a new central committee, we plan once again close 
consultation with our member churches and a study of all these problems. My own 
personal contacts with church leaders in the Federal Republic are good and even 
in the past we have had good friends there, I believe. Tensions can be healthy 
and even productive, promising a peace which is complete and whole.... 


Q: I have heard you described, as an 'evangelical'. Is this the case? 


A: I don't really know, except that my church in Uruguay is called the 
Evangelical Methodist Church. If being an 'evangelical' means reading the Bible, 
having a conversion experience, being persuaded of the call to evangelization, 
living one's whole life as a personal relationship with God, then certainly I 
believe in all these dimensions; but I also believe that true ‘evangelicals' are 
also radically and seriously claimed by the gospel and are therefore actively 
engaged in the struggle for justice, in the battle for freedom; in every area of 
life they try to live in obedience to the Gospel. I don't know, therefore, if 
I'm an ‘evangelical’ or not. This is a title which others should bestow on me 
and it will please me hugely if they do.... 


Q: Do you intend to do anything about sharpening the cutting edge of the WCC in 
terms of Christian ethics and contemporary situations? 


A: If you ask if I am concerned about the ethical implications of the gospel for 
contemporary life, I would say certainly 'yes' and I think that with the rapid 
changes in scientific knowledge, in values challenged through the mass media, it 


is always absolutely necessary for the churches to think once again.... 


Q: After the recent visit of the pope - here - which, according to some staff 
officials of the World Council of Churches that I have talked to, was not 
exactly the greatest stimulus in the direction of ecumenism - how do you see the 
development of relations between Geneva and Rome in the medium long term? 


A: Well, I don't know to whom you are referring on the staff of the World 
Council, but in any case I disagree with that interpretation. I think that you 
should not expect of a public occasion more than what a public occasion could 


(more ) 
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provide. The occasion was important in itself, as a symbol. The fact that the 
pope came here to a house of his brothers and sisters in Christ, the fact that 
he greeted this house as the centre of the ecumenical movement, the fact that he 
said there is no way back from the Roman Catholic commitment to ecumenism, all 
of that are values that are important to capitalize and to project that image as 
an invitation to all the churches in the world to get the consequence of that. 
So I will greet that visit as a positive step.... 


Where are we now in relation to the Roman Catholic Church? I think that we have 
a tremendous amount of experience and material on which to go on building. First 
there is a tremendous growth of local ecumenism. Many churches, Catholic 
churches, are now full members of regional or national councils of churches. For 
exemple, in Latin America where the history of our relations will not be the 
ideal one to highlight, the Catholic church is a member of the conference of 
Christian churches with all member churches of the World Council of Churches in 
Brazil. In the Caribbean you have the regional conference of churches, the 
Catholic church fully participating there, the same in the Pacific, etc....Also 
there is an experience of working together, many ecumenical centres, many 
ecumenical groups, are trying to give a common witness in different parts of the 
world. 


Second, we have a level of relations with functional units of the Roman 
Catholic church. For example, in my previous incarnation as the director of 
CWME, we had the joy and the privilege of having an official formal relation 
with the Roman Catholic missionary religious orders, with four representatives 
of these orders on our commission. And also the same thing happens with 
participation in Faith and Order. So there is also here a positive experience 
already made that could be expanded and I hope that that will be expanded to a 
similar kind of co-operation with the different sub-units of this house and 
different Roman Catholic movements or institutions or organizations.... 


And finally, at the level, well you may call it the official level of relations 
with the Vatican: It is logical that this level is going more slowly than the 
other level because the consequences will be bigger, because what is at stake in 
the conversation is much more important in terms of consequences of the whole 
church. But however the Catholic Church is committed to a thorough study of the 
WCC document on baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM) and I suppose that they 
will reply officially to the Commission on Faith and Order. That will give us 
another clear vision of where we are at this moment in the ecumenical movement. 
We know that still the distances are too big but by working at different levels 
and being patient in our prayer and in our relations, we will see something 
new.... 


Q: Are you a pacifist? Or do you believe, in the light of your specific Latin 
American background and experience, that Christians must sometimes have recourse 
to arms? 


A: ...I am a member of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. During the war, there 
was an attempt to introduce military service in Uruguay and I opposed this. All 
my own experience encourages me to believe, therefore, that justice must always 
be sought by the power of non-violence, and there are many of us in Latin 
America who follow the same. It is possible to struggle and to have justice 
largely on one's side, but there is still more we can do. So far our hands and 
our side are not yet marked with the sign of the cross. Remember the gospel that 
Jesus Christ came and showed his wounds and said: ‘Peace to you!" Having 
suffered the cross, he has the right to proclaim peace. We with our non-violence 
must be involved in the struggle for justice and against injustice, ready to go 
to prisons, and to tell the oppressed that it is possible to struggle for 
justice with non-violent means. 


But, my Latin American experiences have also taught me not to judge, not to 
condemn brothers and sisters who adopt an attitude different to my own. While I 
think they are wrong, and should not do this, I nevertheless fully understand 
that what they are struggling for is not their own interests but the cause of 


the poor in Latin America. But the very nature of my answer makes it essential 
(more) 
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to go much further, to redouble our efforts for peace and thereby earn the right 
to tell our fiends that this answer is possible. If, on the contrary, we are 
quite happy with the status quo, quite satisfied with the situation that exists 
today, then we have no moral right to oppose violence. 


Q: What is your opinion of the theology of liberation? 


A: Thank you. The theology of liberation is the reading of the Bible in the 
Latin American context, a context which, in its main features, is one of 
oppression, When the poor open their Bible in this Latin American context, they 
are met by God's promises for a better tomorrow. They cannot resign themselves 
to their lot, This lost is no accident, nor is it a divine punishment, but it is 
the consequence of power factors which can be changed and must be changed. While 
recognizing, therefore, that there can be different theological schools and 
extreme positions within the theology of liberation calling for discussion, I 
find...the fundamental concern of this theology...to summon Christians to be 
concerned with the whole life of our people, on the whole very attractive. 


Q: Were your parents both reared as members of the Methodist Church or did 
certain experiences lead them to Methodism? 


A; No, both my parents were Catholics and I, too, was baptized into the Catholic 
Church. In Latin America, Uruguay is a case apart. The French positivist 
philosophy had considerable influence there, The Catholic Church was not as 
powerful nor as omnipresent in Uruguay as in other countires in Latin America. 
In certain areas there were many atheists and unbelievers. For example, there is 
one journal in Uruguay which still prints the word 'God' in small letters and 
the word 'Devil' in large.... 


It so happened that there was a small Methodist church near my home, and there 
we used to meet to talk and play our games as children. There I had my 
conversion experience, at the age of 13 or 14. It was not a conversion from one 
church to another. It was a conversion to Jesus Christ and was quite natural 
since we had indeed been baptized in the Catholic Church, but that had no larger 
ecclesial consequences, I had not heard any sermon in the Catholic Church. There 
was no question of destroying anything by polemics. 


All that happened was a sermon about the gospel of Jesus Christ and its 
significance for my own life. So it was as a Methodist that I consciously found 
Jesus Christ. The question of conversion or church heritage did not arise. With 
my subsequent ecumenical experience, I could understand later how much I owed to 
the Catholic Church, and how much I can still have these experiences as a child 
with me today, and how much help I hope they can still be for me even today. 


Q: Does your conviction of non-violent resistance apply to the WCC Programme to 
Combat Racism? 


A: Oh, yes. I don't know any more non-violent programme in the World Council 
than the Programme to Combat Racism. The money is given for humanitarian 
purpose, the money is given to oppressed people and the money is given openly on 
the table so that it could be even as a candle to the world to provoke the 
imagination of the world to confront the real problems....We need to face the 
real issues and the Programme to Combat Racism is one way to face those issues 
but it will be totally unfair to the realities of the programme and to the 
people concerned to make of the PCR as synonymous with the violent 
methodology....PCR is an attempt - it could be wrong here or there - we all make 
mistakes - let us correct each other - the World Council should be open to 
correction, why not? - but it is an honest attempt to help those who feel 
Out-casts of the world..,. 


Q: Currently it seems that Latin American liberation theologians are coming 
under increasing pressure from the Vatican. I am wondering if in the light of 
your evangelistic experience and your work with mission, whether the works of 
these men will come more to the fore in the World Council or whether the World 
Council would in any sense be seen as a champion of these theologians. 


A: You mention Gustavo Guttierez and Jon Sobrino. Of course the World Council 
cannot enter into the internal debate of one church conerning their discipline, 


(more ) 


conference/4 


concerning the doctrine, etc. We are not going to give a credential of "good 
Catholicism" to anybody in the world. That belongs to the mechanism of the 
Catholic Church. Of course, because we have a sisterly relation with the 
Catholic Church, we might be able to drop here or there a good word of 
interpretation of commendation for perspective in such a way that it would be 
helpful, but in no way we should be openly talking to all of you very worthy 
journalists about the internal problems of one church. But I will say here and 
render public testimony, that I am very thnkful to the work, I am very thnkful 
to the attempt to articulate the anxieties and dreams, the fears and hopes of 
common people of Latin America. 


When you visit Peru and see Father Gutteriez working daily with the poor people, 
that the question of God's preferential option for the poor, is not for him a 
rhetoric phrase to be quoted in documents, but a style of life, a participation, 
then you begin to respect beyond the theology, the human being who is engaed in 
a faithful attempt to live the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


So all those people who are now challenging, shaking the life of our churches in 
Latin America, oblige us to face the reality of the common or the poor people 
are providing tremendous service to the church of Jesus Christ. That doesn't 
mean that you need to agree with every one of those theological formulations. 
The ecumenical movement is a forum where we all could correct each other and 
inspire each other. And those two persons duly and rightly belong to the 
ecumenical family. 


Q: What about the ecumenical role of Christian World Communions? 


A: I could say that the Lutheran World Federation, like the World Reformed 
Alliance and other similar bodies, are trying to bring together churches...in 
certain traditions, which is good in itself, provided that one permanent item of 
the agenda of those organizations should be how they contribute to the total 
encounter of churches, how they see their service not as an end in itself, but 
as part and parcel and steps on the route to a wider ecumenism.... 

There is value in keeping together our family, there is a value in seeing 
together how we contribute to the ecumenical movement, there is a risk if 

the loyalty goes to complicate the life of people who are creating new 
manifestations of ecumenical unity in the world.... 


Q: Could you please say something about women? Some fear you will be less 
prepared to pay heed to their struggle than your predecessor was. 


A: I think Philip Potter's work in this area has been quite outstanding...It 
would be stupid of me...not to build on these foundations and to develop further 
from the advances permanently achieved. As far as I myself am concerned 
personally, I have some reminiscences of my Latin American past, when we 
initiated ecumenical work there by organizing UNELAM (the Provisional Committee 
on Christian Unity in Latin America), with myself as its first and only 
executive officer. As the second, I found a woman...In my years at CWME we tried 
to place as many women as possible on the executive secretariat. Last year 
before I left that post, half of the executive posts on our commission were held 
by women. I don't know of any other section of the WCC with a similar record. 
But the problem of woman today, the problem of justice for women, even the 
problem of women's contribution to the great theological issues of today 

from their specific angle, is not simply a question of numbers, not simply a 
political problem, but a matter of sensitivity, a question of listening, 

and for this I ask all the help you can give.... 


Q: Would you from yourself have something to add to what has already been said? 


A: I would like to say to you as journalists that I very much appreciate, admire 
‘and respect you all. You have to report; it is your duty to criticize; don't be 
afraid about that. I think you represent sectors of our constituency and we need 
to know what is going on. The only thing you will ask from me I will ask from 
you: honest, fair play. So on that premise, let us hope that we will have 
sometimes agitated but always constructive relations. Many, many thanks. 


EPS 
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"GRIEF AND JOY' EVIDENT AT Ecumenical Press 
DISCIPLES’ JAMAICA MEETING Service 84.08.01 


KINGSTON, Jamaica (EPS/James L. Merrell) - The mixture of grief and joy that 
marks the Christian witness in the third world became vividly evident to some 
2,000 members of the global Disciples of Christ family who gathered here 
[18-22 July]. 


Members of the Church of Christ and Disciples denomination in a dozen countries 
came to the troubled island of Jamaica where inflation is yet unchecked, jobs 
are scarce, politics remain volatile, and many Christians are not sure that 
their mission extends into the arena of worldly affairs. 


They came away captured by the undaunted Jamaican optimism, surprized by the 
ability of a few tiny churches to organize a smooth-running convention, and 

renewed by the fervent music, prayers and preaching that reflected the rich 

heritage of the hosts. 


Members of the Disciples "movement", both conservatives and liberals, hold a 
global fellowship meeting every four years. The loosely-structured World 
Convention of Churches of Christ (WCCC), with offices in Dallas (Texas, USA) 
brings together persons related to "restoration" effort begun in the early 
1800s on the US frontier by Thomas and Alexander Campbell and Barton W. Stone. 


WCCC participants include members of Indianapolis (Indiana, US)-based 
Christian Church Disciples of Christ, which has strong ecumenical ties, and 
members of independent Christian churches or churches of Christ. Allan Wo 
Lee is in his 18th year as WCCC general secretary. 


Richmond I. Nelson, director of the growing Oberlin High School at Lawrence 
Tavern, Jamaica, has served as WCCC president for the past four years. He is 
a former president of the Jamaica Council of Churches and executive director 

of the Disciples congregations on the island, which this year are marking 

their 125th anniversary. Independent Christian churches also have had mission 
involvements on the island. Strong, indigenous leadership serves some 38 
small, generally poor congregations of both camps. 


A medical-dental clinic at Oberlin High School was formally opened during the 
convention. Those attending the world convention brought supplies, which 
were dedicated during the meeting. 


In 1988, the convention is to be held in Auckland, New Zealand. The newly- 
elected president, reflecting the succession pattern that has become 
traditional for the WCCC, is the dynamic young editor of the New Zealand 
Christian newspaper, Lyndsay A. Jacobs, who is also a deputy high school 
principal in Christchurch. First vice-president is Margaret Owen Clark, 
Disciples regional staff member from New York. 


The convention programme featured music by visiting overseas groups as well 

as a full evening's presentation by Jamaican dancers and musicians. A 
carefully-organized busing programme enabled delegates to get to and from the 
national arena easily. In addition to scattered housing in hotels and 
dormitory rooms, there was a 400-passenger cruise ship for Disciples which was 
tied up at the Kingston wharf. Passengers slept on board ship and took most 
of their meals there. 


With the theme, "Chosen to do his work", the world convention programme 
committee developed a four-day programme that balanced the in-reaching and the 
Out-reaching approaches to the Christian life. Eugene A. Nida, long-time 
Bible translator, presented the Jesse M. Bader evangelism lectures, named for 
the first head of the evangelism department of the US National Council of 
Churches and the first general secretary of the Disciples' World Convention. 


(over) 
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Other speakers included Robert C. Shannon, former minister of First Christian 
Church in Largo, Florida (US) and past-president of the North American Christian 
Convention; Eugene W. Brice, minister of Country Club Christian Church in 
Kansas City, Missouri; and Roy Neehall, former general secretary of the 
Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC). 


Neehall's spirited message citing the "gifts of the poor" was a highlight of 
the convention for many ministers who heard him at a breakfast meeting. 

Brice spoke at the closing communion service on Sunday morning, a tradition at 
world conventions for this denomination that stresses the weekly eucharist. 


Female Disciples leaders gathered before the convention and elected Marjorie 
Blampied of Christchurch, New Zealand, new president of the World Christian 
Women's Fellowship. 


A new hymn for the Kingston meeting was written by Noel Dexter of the University 
of the West Indies, a noted Jamaican church musician. Entitled, '"O Lord we are 
ready", the hymn announces: "0 Lord, we are ready. Take us, use us now 
blessed Lord, we pray. In the workplace, home, on the street, with kind hands 
and swift, willing feet, we, called out, are ready to work today." Dexter 
wrote the music for the popular Caribbean hymn, "The right hand of God". 
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GENEVA (EPS) - Leaders of regional and national councils of churches shared 
concerns about evangelicals, anti-ecumenical movements, and grassroots movements 
during most of a 90-minute meeting. Chaired by Jean Skuse, general secretary of 
the Australian Council of Churches, the gathering brought together more than 40 
council representatives from all over the world. It was held in conjunction wit 
the annual meeting (here 9-18 July) of the central committee of the World Council 
of Churches. 


Most attention was devoted to three of the 11 agenda points - "Evangelicals in/ 
with/against/ the NCCs", "“anti-ecumenical movements of non-denominational 
organizations (para-churches)", and "official churches and grassroots movements 
in the NCCs". 


Philip Morgan, general secretary of the British Council of Churches, reminded the 
group that many WCC member churches are happily within the evangelical tradition. 
The ecumenical leaders agreed their concerns are with churches and fringe groups 
whose appeal is individualistic and simplistic, and which shun or reject ecumenis' 
Group discussion made clear the relationships and potential effects of. these 
churches vary widely. One Scandinavian leader suggested that the question was 
"what's wrong with our churches. Are these small churches offering something 


that we should be? They are growing." 


Allan Kirton, general secretary of the Caribbean Conference of Churches pointed 


to one contrast. "If people want to put a roof on their church, or install new 
pews and come to us for money, we have to say ‘no, sorry, we can't help with 
that. But if you want to start an agricultural co-operative, we can help you'. 


We are responding more to the source of the money than our own people in some 
cases. Gospel gets separated from service and we leave a gap into which these 
other groups come." EPS 
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BUDAPEST (EPS) - Hungarian Lutheran presiding bishop Zoltan Kaldy is the new 
president of the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation. Kaldy, 65, was 
elected [31 July] on the second ballot during the two-week LWF assembly 

[22 July - 5 August] here. 


The vote was 173 to 124 for Bodil Soelling, associate general secretary of the 
Danish Lutheran Relief and Development Agency. There were 15 abstentions. 
There were two other candidates: David Preus, presiding bishop of the American 
Lutheran Church; and Roger Nostbakken, president-elect at the Lutheran Seminary 
in Saskatchewan (Canada). The first ballot vote was Kaldy 136, Soelling 78, 
Preus 52, Nostbakken 31 (14 abstentions). 


Kaldy serves until the next LWF assembly in about seven years. He succeeds 
Josiah Kibira, a diocesan bishop in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, 
who was elected LWF president in 1977. After the result was announced, the 

organ played the Hungarian national hymn. Escorted to the front, Kaldy 

embraced Kibira. Kaldy said the path to his election was one of "passion, a 

real suffering". He promised "not to go my own way", and asked God for "strength 
to make me able to follow the way of the cross and the resurrection". 


In its first week the assembly heard a score of speeches on aspects of its theme 

("In Christ - hope for the world"), spent half-a-dozen hours in 23 working groups 
reflecting on and making recommendations about 13 issues, and allotted two hours 

a day for eucharist and three other services of worship. 


But with many of the 300-plus delegates and approximately 1,000 other participants 
back from visiting Hungarian congregations over the weekend, issues related to 
Lutheranism in Hungary and Southern Africa figured prominently. 


The previous LWF assembly, in Dar-es-Salaam in 1977, voted to make apartheid 
(the South African system of racial separation with white Supremacy) a matter 
of "status confessionis", that is, an issue about which some attitudes and 
actions are considered contrary to the Christian faith. 


Most Lutherans in South Africa (and neighbouring Namibia, which it controls) 
are black, but two small LWF member denominations in the area - Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (Cape Church) and German Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in South-West Africa are white. Since 1977, there has been 
increasing complaint from black African Lutherans and others that the two have 
not taken the 1977 resolution to heart, that they neither oppose apartheid nor 
try for greater unity with their black co-religionists. 


The assembly business committee recommended (26 July) that the gathering vote 
to suspend the two denominations immediately. Later the same day, however, 
the leaders of the two presented letters in German to the LWF leadership using 
the same language to declare about themselves what the business committee's 
resolution recommended. 


Thereupon, debate centred on whether the denominations should be able to decide 
their own status, or whether the assembly ought to take its own action on the 
Matter regardless. 


The off-the-floor debate about the situation in the host church for the assembly, 
the Lutheran Church in Hungary, was related to the possibility that Kaldy would 
be elected LWF president. Before the assembly, he and the LCH church leaders 
reacted strongly to various criticisms from outside the country of his leadership 
and of LCH relationships (said to be too friendly) with the Hungarian communist 


government. CPS 
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Before the assembly, Kaldy and the church leadership reacted strongly to 
various criticisms from outside the country of his leadership and of LCH 
relationships (said to be too friendly) with the Hungarian communist 
government. 


During the assembly, a letter circulated from LCH theologian Zoltan Doka, now 
studying in the FRG, charged that Kaldy.unduly influences theological thought in 
the denomination (which officially stressed a theology of diakonia, or service, 

in the context of the country's socio-political situation), and that the bishop 
intimidates pastors who oppose his leadership, which some describe as "autocratic". 


In a special press briefing, Kaldy described the Doka allegations as "simply 
untrue". He said he thinks they are related to the pastor's "personal 
disappointments" at not being selected for a professorship at the Hungarian 
Lutheran theological faculty. 


He also said Doka's "family situation" makes the matter "much more complex". 
(Doka's wife, also a pastor, has remained in Hungary while he studies abroad. 

A daughter studying in Sweden on an LWF scholarship is, Kaldy says, "“apparently' 
not planning to return.) 


Kaldy estimated that 10 to 15 percent of the LCH pastors disagree with LCH 
diakonia approach. "But they are good pastors. I like and I honour them", 
the bishop added. 


At the first plenary session of the second week, Copenhagen bishop Ole Bertelsen 
raised a point of order to object that Kaldy's reply to Doka was distributed to 
the assembly whereas Doka's letter wasn't. He said the assembly's "credibility 
and freedom of speech" were at stake. In reply, LWF general secretary Carl Mau 
said it was "probably unnecessary for me to draw special attention" to Kaldy's 
reply, but that the assembly business committee would discuss the matter, which 
included, he said, questions of great "sensitivity". 


Soelling is the first woman nominated for the LWF presidency. Earlier in the 
meeting, virtually all the female delegates and many other female participants 
formed a group of about 200 at the front of the plenary hall to make a "point 

of order". Lutheran Church in America delegate Amalie Shannon said the group 
wanted to show its "concern" and "anguish" about their historically-limited role 
in the LWF. Noting Lutherans’ "high premium on symbolism", she said the fact 
that there were generally six men at the leadership table (the president, three 
vice-presidents, general secretary and associate general secretary) is a "faulty" 
sign of the LWF's "power and authority". After the demonstration, Soelling 
chaired the remainder of that session. 


To open the assembly, an estimated 12,000 Hungarian Christians joined the 
participants to fill the new sports hall where the assembly met. The Lord's 
supper was presided over by Bavarian Lutheran bishop Johannes Hanselmann. 


Preaching in Hungarian, Kaldy, like some other religious leaders a member of the 
Hungarian Parliament, observed that Christians in different parts of the world 
are called on to run different races. He said Hungarian Christians "live with 
the conviction that we are here not by chance, that it is not an impersonal 

fate that has put us here. We are convinced that our course is marked out by 
God. We even have to thank God that we have this task to fulfil in a new 
historical environment". 


In his sermon, Kaldy mentioned one of his predecessors as bishop, the late 
Laslo Ordass, also a former LWF vice-president. Kaldy said Ordass 

is one of the many saintly witnesses for the church in its mission today. 

(Ordass was imprisoned by the Communist government on charges of currency 


violations, but later cleared.) 
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ANGLICAN COUNCIL MAKES Ecumenical Press 
MANY RECOMMENDATIONS Service 84.08.04 


LAGOS (EPS/Anglican Press Cooperative) - The Anglican Consulta- 
tive Council has affirmed an understanding of the church’s 
mission which clearly calls Christians to confront the social 
structures which surround them in working toward peace with jus- 
tice for all-«peonle, 


Meeting near here [17-27 July] the council’s 60 delegates from 

46 countries approved a statement that the Church's mission in- 
volves "not only proclamation of the gospel but also the common 
life of the church and the church’s relation tosociety “as a4 
whole”; therefore Christians "are called to challenge every kind 
of structure (including church structures) which become opres- 
Sive and deny human dignity”. 


A section specifically charged with studying the relationship of 
Christianity and the social order noted that this call comes 
from a recognition of the mutual inter-dependence of all human 
beings on earth: "Through their baptism into the body of Christ, 
Christians are under an obligation to work together harmonious- 
ly for the common good and well-being of all...They are compel - 
led to love those whom God loves and to give particular atten- 
tion to the marginalized, the oppressed, the refugee and the 
prisoner”. 


Another section approached mission from the standpoint of min- 
istry, examining the whole scriptural tradition of a "sending 
God,” and came to the similar conclusion that evangelism and 
social responsibility are partners: "The mission of the Chiee.h 
is to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom; to teach, baptize 
and nurture the new believers: to respond to human needs by 
loving service; and to seek to transform uUngusts stucturesy of 
society.” 


The council endorsed both reports, including a suggestion that 
Christians should respond to human need by moving from a min- 
istry of compassion (aimed at meeting the immediate needs of 
the suffering) through community development (aimed at improv- 
ing the standard of living and the well-being of those in the 
community) to social transformation (in which they are called 
to attack the root causes of human suffering, looking beyond 
persons to the structures of society). 


In particular the council called on its member churches, wher- 
ever possible, to enter into dialogue with their various govern- 
ments to try to ease the acute tensions which exist in Namibia 
and in Central America. Whole-hearted approval was voiced for 
the pastoral visits of a delegation sent to Namibia last year 

by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and a similar delegation sent 
to Central America in January 1984 by the US Anglican presiding 
bishop. The churches were asked to publicize the Visits and the 
Situations in the two areas, and to work with ecumenical agencies 
as well as governments in alleviating conditions. The council 
also voiced appreciation to the Archbishop of Canterbury for 
Sending last year a group to lend support to the South African 
Council of Churches, then under investigation by a government 
Commission. 
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Interaction with ecumenical agencies and governments was called 
for regarding the whole matter of refugees and migration around 
the world, which was termed "a major issue of international ten- 
sion and alienation”. The council approved establishment of a 
network through ACC to share information and expertise on refugee 
/migration matters, and suggested that each Anglican province 
attempt to involve all levels of the church in that ministry. 


Asserting that the "gospel imperative requires God's children to 

work for peace with justice”, the council urged all member chur- 

ches and their dioceses to consider this a top priority in their 

mission and ministry. The Anglican peace network now being estab- 
lished was welcomed as a means of sharing information throughout 

the communion. 


The council asked the ACC Secretary-General to seek non-govern- 
mental observer (NGO) affiliation and observer status for the 
ACC with the UN as a means of sharing information and influen- 
cing strategy in matters involving basic human rights and needs. 


Authorization was given to establish an ongoing group on mission 
issues and strategies. The group 18 to Initiate ao elqoual CUnLer = 
ence to involve all mission agencies as well as the churches in 
whose mission they are participants, for the purpose of develop- 
ing a more coordinated response to the Partners in Mission pro- 
cess and overall mission strategy. 


A second theme running throughout the ACC meeting was the impor- 
tance of strengthening ecumenical relations as part of the 
church's "pilgrimage toward unity”. Almost every resolution 
passed by the council included an ecumenical dimension which 
urged the member church to work closely with other communions. 


The council recommended constituting a new Anglican/Orthodox com- 
mission to follow up on the forthcoming statement agreed upon by 
the two communions; commended progress made in Anglican/Lutheran 
relationships and in particular the "Interim Eucharistic sharing” 
authorized in the US as a step towards full communion; encouraged 
provinces to complete their responses to the Anglican/Roman 
Catholic CARCIC) final report so that these can be considered at 
the next ACC meeting: welcomed the recently released Anglican/ 
Reformed report and asked for the provinces’ response. 


Approval was given to a proposal to invite representatives of 
United and other churches in full communion with Anglicanism to 
discuss the question of their membership in the Lambeth Confer- 
ence of Anglican bishops at the meeting of leaders of Anglican 
denominations in March 1986. 


The council also made a strong statement in support of full com- 
munion within the Anglican communion, with reference particularly 
to the ordination of women. Noting with regret that no action 
had been taken on earlier ACC resolutions which had proposed 
inter-Anglican dialogue on women in the priesthood, the council 
urged provinces which do not ordain women to consider allowing 
women lawfully ordained in other provinces to celebrate the 
Eucharist on particular occasions during temporary visits. 
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Patricia Bays (Canada), who chaired the section on ecumenical 
concerns, noted that in drafting the resolution the section had 
been "sensitive to hurts on both SLOUCSe GNU TECUCh Zed that LT 
some cultures the sacramental ministry of women would not be 
considered appropriate. Therefore she said the resolution was 
not intended to demand that every province extend such hospi- 
tality at this time, but rather to urge consideration of the 
matter in light of the fact that full communion is impaired by 


one province’s failure to recognize the duly ordained priests 
Of another. 


The council expressed "deep regret” that the consecration of 
Dudley Foord as presiding bishop of the Church of England in 
South Africa (CESA) had taken Place in Sydney (Australia) last 
February without full discussion by the ACC of its implications 
for; the Anglican communion. The council did welcome the declar- 
ation of intention towards reconciliation between CESA and the 
Church in the Province of Southern Africa (CPSA). 


The CESA and CPSA have common roots in the CHUrciT of fne lands 
The CESA is a member of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod but not 
Of tiie ACU. Sydney Anglican archbishop Donald ROD Sisorl, cuter 
eonsecrator at the event and an ACC delegate, was not granted 
a Nigerian visa so he could not attend the meeting here. 


A section concentrating on dogmatic and pastoral matters dealt 
with two marriage problems. Phe*‘cotncit endotrsed “the groupes 
position with regard to inter-marriage that there must be com- 
plete equality between the partners and between the churches. 
The full report on that matter is to be sent to the Roman Catho- 
lic Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. The council 
asked the African provinces to study the issue of polygamy and 
the Christian family further in both its theological and pastor- 
al dimensions, and to make available its findings to the 1989 
Lambeth conference. 


Reviewing the many problems of contemporary life contributing to 
the breakdown of the family, the council suggested that the fam- 
ily and society be a major subject for study by Lambeth. The 
council also requested studies on other areas of concern inclu- 
ding authority in the church, Anglicanism and indigenization, and 
the Charismatic Movement in Anglicanism. 


With regard to increasing tensions for Christians Lovin Lit 6 
mamtce COUNCtCries, espectarly tne sudan, the Anglican provinces 
were asked to study the foreign aid policies of their respective 
governments to see if they are linked to the observance of the 
Declaration of Human Rights, including specifically the article 
referring to the freedom of religion, and to be responsive to the 
special needs of the Sudanese Church, giving support in prayer. 
The council asked the communion to seek dialogue on this matter 
with other churches and the World Muslim Federation. 


The council elected Yong Ping Chung as its new chairman. He 
Succeeds John Grant Denton of Australia who has served since 1980. 
The new chairman is a parish priest and archdeacon of the diocese 
Of Sabah, Malaysia. 
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BUDAPEST (EPS) - With presentations by three leading ecumenists (Lutheran, 
Reformed, and Roman Catholic), two pre-assembly study booklets on ecumenical 
themes, one of 13 issues with an explicitly ecumenical title, and major 
ecumenical references in the reports of its president and general secretary, 
the Lutheran World Federation Assembly [here, 22 July-5 August] had material 
before it for major ecumenical reflection and recommendation. 


In his report, outgoing LWF president Josiah Kibira, a diocesan bishop in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, said the stage has been reached when 
the "Holy Spirit calls us to make some bold moves...We have a special 
responsibility to work as closely as possible with the World Council of Churches. 
_..We in the LWF cannot afford to do anything by ourselves that we could do as 
well in co-operation with the WCC." 


LWF general secretary Carl Mau said that while marking the special Lutheran 
contribution to Christianity as a whole, it is also necessary to remember that 
the Lutheran church is also in constant need of reform. We have much to receive 
from the ecumenical movement. We cannot be the same if we enter into this 
movement of all Christians, seeking the unity of the church...The great 
temptation...also for Lutherans", he warned, "igs to become so self-satisfied and 
even self-indulging in our own structures that we no longer are ready to move 
into other possible structures". 


Besides "increased co-operation" with the WCC Mau spoke of the "challenge of 
the evangelical movement" and the "relationship with the Roman Catholic Church" 
which has "continued to show much promise" as parts of the Lutheran ecumenical 
agenda in the years ahead. 


In a special lecture, the Vatican's chief ecumenical officer said it and the 

LWF are "determined to initiate" a new phase in their dialogue aimed at greater 
co-operation after two decades of official theological dialogue. Johannes 
Cardinal Willebrands, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christiar 
Unity, told the assembly that "reception" of the dialogue results assumes "greater 
and even more urgent significance" in the years ahead. He also projected a 
"seneral intensification" of co-operation between the LWF and the "central 
leadership of our church on a global level". 


Following him, Lukas Vischer, ecumenical officer for the Federation of Protestant 
churches of Switzerland, called for "a provisional fellowship embracing all the 
churches which participate in the ecumenical movement". That, he said, would 
allow them to "celebrate together, to bear witness together, and to make common 
decisions". He also said that the WCC as currently set up does not now reflect 
the "total ecumenical experience of the churches with each other". Though a 
"very necessary instrument of technical movement", it, too, needs rethinking, 

he suggested. 


Next morning, in a special presentation on ecumenics, William Lazareth, a parish 
pastor in New York and former director (as is Vischer) of the WCC commission on 
faith and order, said he particularly wanted to pose a question to the assembly: 
"Without minimizing our apostolic faith, can we not now maximize our apostolic 
order? As current Roman Catholics are purifying their obedience to the fullness 
of the apostolic faith, are we Lutherans, as evangelical catholics, able to 
recover our catholic participation in the fullness of apostolic order?" Lazareth 
referred to the disagreements among the various Christian traditions about how thé 
church's ordained ministry is to be arranged, notably questions related to bishops 
and their historical connections. He said that "without such doctrinally 
permissible mutual accommodations" on that issue, "it is highly unlikely that 


there will be any major ecumenical advance in our time". 
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STRASBOURG, France (EPS) - Representatives of Mennonite churches in 50 nations, 
came forward in slow step during roll call at the opening ceremonies of the 
11th Mennonite World Conference (MWC), here [24-29 July): 


Words of welcome and greeting spoken in five languages by MWC vice-president 
Carl Bruesewitz (Netherlands) pointed up the cross-cultural nature of the 
meeting. "We rejoice at the beginning of this congress that this is not a 
European or an American conference, but really a world congress", he said. 
"Many more brothers and sisters from Europe are attending than we at first 
anticipated and fewer have come from North America. There is a good balance." 


Nevertheless, first registration figures showed that about half came from the 
US and Canada. Registration totalled nearly 6,200 as the conference opened. 
Hundreds of additional registrations were expected before the weekend was over, 
mainly of European Mennonites. About 400 came from Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. 


"Grosser gott, wirloben dich" (holy God, we praise your name), a traditional 
hymn long used by Mennonites of European background, was the first selection 
for congregational singing. 


MWC President Charles Christano (Indonesia) spoke on "confessing our hope", one 
aspect of the conference theme, "God's people serve in hope". “in its 

original meaning, hope had nothing to do with elusive and unfounded expectation", 
he noted. "On the contrary, it is something certain, based on him who is 
faithful and able to accomplish to perfection." 


Christano expressed gratitude for the rich heritage of the early Anabaptists, 
predecessors of the Mennonites, but reminded conference participants that their 
faith must be active and relevant as "the world staggers in its hopeless course". 


"Let's make the old city of Strasbourg another historical site", he declared. 
"If from 1554 to 1607 Strasbourg had the privilege of hosting the early 
conferences, let's make the 11th assembly of MWC an historic event where we, 
as the new generation of Mennonites and Brethren in Christ, deliberate our 
confession of hope." 


In his address, "Who are we", Robert Kreider (US), MWC recording secretary, 
noted that not all Mennonites look alike...We live in 57 nations and speak 100 
languages, yet we are a family bonded together. 


With this for a kick-off, the conference moved into action the next day with 
a plethora of workshops, musical events, and movies. 


Recalling centuries-old ecumenical scars, the executive committee of the 
Lutheran World Federation, meeting in Budapest, sent a message noting that 
Lutheran professions of faith "also became a factor in the maltreatment of 
other Christians by our forebears...today". |The committee continued, "We 
Lutherans can neither identify with nor condone such actions, and we deeply 
regret the suffering unjustly inflicted on those who are your fathers and 
mothers in the faith." 


The Lutheran statement added that "In spite of our theological differences 
concerning holy baptism, we wish to express our willingness to overcome the 
condemnations of the past...we desire to heal the wounds of the past not only 
for the sake of our reconciliation within the people of God, but also to 
Strengthen the credibility of our common Christian witness that the world 
May believe." 

(over) 
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A reply from the MWC executive committee expressed "gratitude for those 
dialogues which have been initiated...which have resulted in a reciprocal 
awareness of the particular heritage of each, and our common vocation in faith 
and witness". 


Among the other major presenters scheduled at the MWC were John Toews and Hugo 
Zorilla, professors of New Testament at Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary, 
Fresno, California (US), speaking jointly on "Who are God's people"; and 

Takio Tanase, director of the Eastern Hokkaido Bible School (Japan) and 
Gilberto Flores, president of Guatemala Mennonite Church, speaking separately 
on "God's people witnessing". 


A team of three were to deliver an address on "God's people serving" - Georgine 
Boiten du Rieu, pastor, social worker, and city mission worker in Amsterdam; 
Elke Huebert, social worker in Ingolstadt (FRG); and Willi Wiedemann, pastor 
of the Weierhof Mennonite Church (FRG). 


Ronald J. Sider, associate professor of theology at Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Philadelphia, and a joint member of Brethren in Christ and Mennonite 
congregations, was scheduled to speak on "God's people reconciling", with a 
response by Sjouke Voolstra, theology professor at Mennonite Seminary, Amsterdam. 
Two sermons were planned for the final conference service - by Emma Richards, 
pastor of the Mennonite congregation in Lombard, Illinois (US), and Samuel 
Gerber, former director of the Bienenberg Bible School, Liestal (Switzerland). 


According to MWC statistics, there are currently 724,000 Mennonites in the 
world, including 107,300 in Africa, 113,600 in Asia, 100 in Australia, 76,800 
in Central and South America, 92,400 in Europe (including the Soviet Union) , 
and 333,800 in Canada and the US. 

EPS 


CANTERBURY NOTES SPREAD Ecumenical Press 
OF ANGLICANISM WORLDWIDE Service 84.08.07 


(See related ttem: EPS 84.07.102 and EPS 84.08.04). 


LAGOS (EPS) - The first bishop of the Church of England and the titular leader 
of the world's estimated 65,000,000 Anglicans, has called for an end to a mind- 
set which considers the worldwide communion an extension of his denomination. 


Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie was preaching at the Anglican cathedral 
here to mark the opening of the sixth triennial meeting of the Anglican 
Consultative Council. Noting that there are more Anglicans in Africa than any 
other part of the world, Runcie said it can "no longer...be said that the 
Anglican church is the Church of England, but rather the Church of England is 

a part of the Anglican communion." 


Alluding to the strained relations between the UK and Nigeria because of a 
recent incident involving an unsuccessful attempt to kidnap an opponent there 
of the current Nigerian government and fly him here in a crate, Runcie said 
during a press conference that "the bonds of friendship between the people of 
Nigeria and the people of my own country...are strong...I was determined that 
these tensions (between the two countries) should not prevent Anglicans all 
over the world meeting in Nigeria as planned...Christians have a special 
responsibility in today's world to help transform destructive tension into 
creative tension." 


EPS 


REFORMED MEET IN Ecumenical Press 
"CRISIS" ATMOSPHERE Service 84.08.08 


CHICAGO (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) - Representatives of about 35 denominations in the 
Reformed tradition, whose total membership is about 5.5 million, have gathered in 
Palos Heights, Illinois (US), near here, for the tenth quadrennial assembly of 

the Reformed Ecumenical Synod (RES). 


The delegates began the business sessions for their ten-day meeting [31 July- 
10 August] acutely conscious of what the synod's interim committee described in 
its report as "a crisis of no small proportion" over the basis, purpose, 
authority and membership of the RES. 


The RES was organized in 1946 by Reformed churches from the Netherlands, South 
Africa and North America who shared a common Dutch ethnic background. Sub- 
sequently, it has expanded to include a number of small denominations whose 
ethnic and theological roots are primarily Scottish Presbyterian, as well as 
former mission churches in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Indonesia. Though 
exact statistics are difficult to verify, the RES claims that its member churches 
represent about 10 per cent of the Christians of the Reformed (Calvinist) 
tradition in the world. 


At the centre of the present controversy are relationships with the RES's two 
largest denominations - the 1.2 million member (white) Dutch Reformed Church 
(NGK) in South Africa, and the 870,000-member Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands (GKN). Both were charter members of the RES. 


On the agenda for the 1984 meeting are several requests that the RES adopt a 
declaration - similar to that of the 1982 assembly in Ottawa, Canada, of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) - that the theological or moral 
justification of apartheid or "separate development" is a theological heresy 
and an issue on which it is impossible to differ without seriously jeopardizing 
the integrity of common confession as Reformed churches. 


Such a declaration - if adopted - would place the RES before a question similar 
to that which the WARC resolved in 1982 by suspending the membership of the NGK. 
According to the interim committee report, the GKN has already announced that it 
will decide whether or not to remain an RES member based on the synod's 1984 
action regarding the stance of South African member churches (there are six 
others besides the NGK) towards the Pretoria government's racial policies. 
Earlier one member church resigned from the RES because it considered the synod 's 
"profile on race relations to be too low". 


At the same time, a number of other RES member churches have asked that the 
membership of the GKN in the synod be terminated. Recurring objections within 
some RES churches to the Dutch denomination result from theological developments 
in that church alleged to be un-Reformed and unbiblical, recent GKN "pastoral" 
decisions regarding homosexuality, and the GKN's membership in the World Council 
of Churches. 


The permissibility of membership of RES churches in the WCC has repeatedly come 
before the synod since 1949, when the RES advised its members not to join the 
World Council, which had been founded a year earlier. Over the years, this 
advice was repeated in various forms, but matters came to a head after the GKN 
decided in 1969 to join the WCC. 


In 1976 the RES declared that its constitution did not empower it to rule on 
other affiliations made by its members, "unless such affiliations result in 
demonstrated unfaithfulness to the Reformed confessions". However, the advice 
against dual membership in the RES and the WCC was reaffirmed. Four years 
later, meeting in Nimes, France, the synod decided that a final decision on 


dual memberszip should be taken in 1984. 


(over) 


REFORMED / 2 


On the Chicago agenda, as a result, is a 60-page document by an eight-member 
special committee on ecumenical relations. It concludes with recommendations 
that would reaffirm once again the earlier advice against dual membership, but 
would not terminate the RES membership of a church solely because it belongs 
to the WCC. 


Meanwhile, a smaller Dutch RES church - the 70,000-member Christian Reformed 
Churches in the Netherlands - has officially responded "with astonishment" to 
published reports that RES general secretary Paul Schrotenboer was one of the 
signers of an "open letter", drafted by evangelicals at the 1983 WCC Assembly 
in Vancouver, which had positive things to say about developments in the World 
Council. 


The interim committee, declaring that the present structure of the RES has not 
proved effective, has proposed the appointment of a committee to formulate a 
new constitution for the synod, which would clarify the nature and extent of 
the RES's authority as well as "accentuate our relation to the world church" 
and "promote the unity, life and witness of the Reformed churches". 


The decisions taken by the Chicago meeting will show whether such an approach 
comes in time to prevent a major upheaval in the RES. 


Also on the agenda - though less likely to attract attention than the crises 
of relationships within the organization itself - are reports from the RES 
committees on mission and diakonia, theological education, broadcasting, and 
youth. Major documents will be presented by study committees on "The Church, 
Science, and Technology" and human rights. (Preparation of the human rights 
document included a two-day consultation in 1983 between RES representatives 
and staff of the WCC - a discussion characterized by the RES interim committee 
as "serious and probing". ) 


Preceding the assembly itself by a week were three separate RES conferences on 
mission, theology and youth. EPS 
Swedish church music EPS 84.08.09 
STOCKHOLM (EPS) - The Church Information Centre, based here, reports that a 
reduction by the state in the right of the (Lutheran) Church of Sweden (SK) to 
levy taxes means that from the beginning of 1985, many congregations here may 
have to reduce their expenditures on concerts and other church-music programmes. 
It also reports that the numerically-dominant SK and 15 other denominations 

have agreed on the contents of an ecumenical hymnal (which denominations could 
supplement if they wished). | 


Christian self-reliance in Africa EPS 84.08.10 
NAIROBI (EPS/Charles Maingi) - A consultation sponsored by the National Council | 
of Churches of Kenya has concluded that self-reliance for the Church in Africa : 
does not mean it should never accept foreign support. On the other hand, a 

meeting here of general secretaries of African bible societies called on Africar 
Christians to better support their work so as to make it possible for them to | 
rely less on foreign support. Only the Nigerian and South African societies 
were said to be self-sufficient. Over-all, 90 percent of the funds to support 
bible society work in Africa was said to come from outside the continent. 
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te (We will only send the headlines if you do on occasion request a story.) 
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The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has released its 37th situation 
report on Lebanon. It is available to journalists on request to CICARWS, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


It projects a new appeal for 1985-86 for WCC-supported emergency relief and 
rehabilitation work there under the auspices of the Middle East Council of 

Churches. Among nine "basic trends" it highlights in the MECC-WCC efforts 
are: 


- "increased emphasis on rehabilitation as the security zones 
expand"; 


- "focusing on short-term economic development projects in the 
south, especially in the agricultural domain"; and 


- "more use of loans to enhance self-initiative of beneficiary 
and multiply the opportunities for use of resources". 


The report says the "MECC continues to enjoy good standing on the community 
level, across confessional lines, and among international agencies. MECC 
played a central and critical role in reconciliation when West Beirut came 
under the rule of militias of various degrees of unruliness and of conflicting 
ideologies." 
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LUTHERAN ASSEMBLY SENDS Ecumenical Press 
MESSAGE, OKAYS PROPOSALS Service 84.08.11 


BUDAPEST (EPS) - In its concluding message, the Seventh Assembly of the Lutheran 
World Federation (here, 22 July-5 August) pledged to "work for freedom to 
express one's conscience without fear" and "for a world of more equitable and 
just political and economic systems". 


The "message...to the Lutheran churches throughout the world" calls on them to 
"intensify mission outreach locally and around the world". Centred on the 
assembly theme, "In Christ - hope for the world", it says holding such a meeting 
for the first time in Eastern Europe "showed us that in the church...we can have 
confidence in each other and can build bridges between people and across 
political and ideological boundaries". 


The statement observes that "God's creation is being despoiled to provide super- 
abundance for some....Resources are wasted on...wars, the arms trade and an 
escalating arms race amid heightened tensions between East and West that makes 

a mockery of security and threatens life in the world with nuclear holocaust". 
It objects to "self-satisfied nationalism". 


"We rejoice in every Opportunity to proclaim the gospel freely and we suffer 

with those who are restrained", the delegates say. "We are not called to be 

a mirror of our society, but to be salt and light. As we identify with the 
people in the world, we commit ourselves to servanthood under the sign of Christ's 
cross". 


In its closing days, the assembly dealt with a host of recommendations grouped 
under 13 issues. Besides ecumenism and worship [EPS 84.08.12], the assembly 
tackled such diverse subjects as peace, mission, youth, relationships between 
men and women, the environment, southern Africa, racism and abortion. 


The assembly suspended the membership of two small white southern African 
denominations - Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (Cape Church) and 
German Evangelical Lutheran Church in South-West Africa/Namibia [EPS 84).08.03] . 
The action was described by supporters as an appeal to them to change, by in 
practice opposing apartheid (the South African System of racial separation with 
white supremacy) and seeking greater unity with the great majority of the 
region's Lutherans, who are black. The vote was 222-23 (29 abstentions). 


The two suspended denominations continue to count as members, and the LWF's total 
was increased to 99 by the acceptance of two Asian denominations - Lutheran 
Church of Taiwan and Gereja Christian Protestant (M) Church (in Sumatra, 
Indonesia). 


The assembly described the current "balance of terror" in the arms race as 
ethically unacceptable. Its three-page peace statement also observes that 
"there can be no lasting peace as long as people starve, injustices prevail, or 
people are oppressed, persecuted, or discriminated against because of their 
faith, view of life, or national origin". 


Another resolution appeals to all governments to make "unequivocal" commitments 
to uphold human rights. The assembly also urged Lutherans to study and act 
ecumenically on human-rights questions. It said the LWF should undertake a 
major study of "issues related to creation and ecology". 


During a discussion on "mission and evangelism today" Jordanian and Tanzanian 
bishops urged that more attention be given to issues related to the strength of 
Islam in many parts of the world. Among approved recommendations are that the 
LWF provide information on other religions. LWF members are asked to recognize 
mission as central to the life of the church. 


(over) 


LUTHERAN ASSEMBLY/2 


In a resolution on hunger, the assembly urges LWF members in industrialized 
countries to address their governments on behalf of the suffering by urging those 
governments to set aside at least one percent of their gross national product for 
assistance to developing countries. . Members are also asked to appeal to their 
governments to redirect one percent of their military budgets to assist those 
afflicted by drought, especially in Africa. 


A resolution on Namibia urges the LWF and its members to resist pressure to 
compromise "our confessional rejection of apartheid". It asks the LWF executive 
committee to be part of an ecumenical effort to organize an international 
conference on Namibia (controlled by South Africa). 


A series of assembly-approved recommendations on Central America directs the 
LWF general secretary to "arrange for LWF advocacy...for eliminating and 
preventing aggression against Nicaragua and El Salvador", and urges LWF members 
to co-operate in "efforts to rebuild Nicaragua and El Salvador" and "establish 
human rights in Central America" and to "show solidarity with the situation of 
the exiled and displaced people from these countries by providing assistance". 


The gathering voted to "receive" a statement on Palestine proposed by a 
representative of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan. It urges a change 
in Israeli policy towards Palestinians: We especially appeal to fellow 
Christians", it says, "however justified they may believe the Zionist hope for 

a Jewish homeland in the land of the Patriarchs to have been, not to support the 
claim that the promises to Abraham and to the Jews in exile in Babylon justify 
the denial of Palestinian rights today’. The statement also rejects "all acts 
of terrorism, whether perpetrated by Jews, Christians or Muslims". 


Lutheran relations with Jews received assembly attention. Retired General 
Secretary Gerhart Riegner of the World Jewish Congress, told delegates he expects 
a "real turning point in our relationship". After his address, the assembly 
voted to send a major statement on Jewish relations to LWF members for "study and 
consideration". 


That recommendation was the result of an amendment from the floor. It had been 
proposed that the statement guide Lutheran relationships with Jews. The 
statement rejects "proselytism", but some delegates were not sure that concept 
was adequately distinguished from legitimate Christian "witness" or "evangelism". 
Rejected was a proposal from the floor which would have de-emphasized separate 
Lutheran dialogue with Jews in favour of an ecumenical Christian approach. The 
statement rejects Luther's anti-semitic writings. 


Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish Lutheran diplomat who played a major role in Budapest 
in rescuing tens of thousands of Hungarians, mostly Jews, from the Nazis in 

World War II was recalled in special statements during the assembly by LWF General 
Secretary Carl Mau and Church of Sweden Archbishop Bertil Werkstrém, at a private 
wreath-laying ceremony at a commemorative plaque in downtown Budapest by American 
Lutheran Presiding Bishop David Preus, and in assembly prayers on 4 August, 

72nd anniversary of Wallenberg's birth. The diplomat was taken prisoner by the 
Soviet army at the end of the war. The Soviet government says he died in 1947, 
but some report he is still alive in the Soviet Union. 


Those who spoke for women and youth pronounced themselves unhappy with results 

of elections for the 29-person executive committee, which governs the LWF between 
assemblies, held every seven years or SO. The youngest person elected is 32, 
the next 38. (A 29-year-old female pastor was defeated.) 


(over ) 


LUTHERAN ASSEMBLY/3 


The number of women on the committee is seven, one more than on the group it 
succeeded. The constitutional maximum of 22 bishops and pastors was also 
elected. At its organizational meeting right after the assembly, the committee 
chose five vice-presidents: Preus, Bavarian Lutheran Bishop Johannes 
Hanselmann, Brazilian Lutheran Church President Augusto Kunert, Indonesian 
Council of Churches General Secretary Soritua Nababan, and Susannah B. Telewoda, 
Lutheran Church in Liberia Secretary. 


A proposal that would have shifted much of the LWF leadership away from North 
America and Eastern and Western Europe was defeated 146-104 (20 abstentions). 

An assembly working group on racism had proposed that members of the LWF 
executive committee, the four LWF commissions and their chairpersons, department 
heads and other levels of executive staff each include no more than 50 percent 
persons from those regions. 


The assembly did approve a proposal that the executive committee consider a way 

to ensure that men and women each make up between 40 and 60 percent of its 
composition in the future. It rejected proposals to increase the executive 
committee by two (with the extra seats to go to Asia and Latin America) or to 
increase it by one (with the extra seat reserved for someone under 31). 

However, the committee is to have two youth consultants (with a status similar 

to that of heads of LWF commissions), and the executive committee is to report 

to the next assembly on the whole question of representation in terms of geography, 
sex, age and ordained status. 


The assembly resolved that members of the LWF staff and commissions should have 
"the best qualifications for the job" and that LWF members in "the South" 
should be "represented at least by a percentage equal to their membership". 


In approving recommendations from its working group on "Christian life in 
different social systems", the assembly encouraged Christian-Marxist dialogue, 
Study of "civil religion", opposition by LWF members in "Christian countries" 
to secularism and various "new religions", and proclaiming the gospel in the 
context of different societies "without losing its true, unique, and universal 
content", 


During debate on a recommendation opposing violence against women, the assembly 
accepted a floor amendment including "violence...manifested towards pre-born 
children and women in abortions, remembering the dignity of all human life". 


The assembly received a message of thanks from a Nicaraguan ecumenical relief 
and development agency (CEPAD) in connection with a statement of support for a 
Norwegian "peace ship" which arrived with foodstuffs, medicine and paper during 
the assembly. The statement, signed by an estimated several hundred assembly 
participants, called the ship a "sign for you and for us of our commitment to 
nation-building in Nicaragua in freedom from all forms of Oppression and 
outside interference". 


Assembly youth participants organized an overnight vigil for justice and peace, 
and also a day of fasting. An estimated 4,000 US dollars were redirected from 
food for participants to efforts to alleviate effects of drought in Zimbabwe. 


Assembly procedures, especially in the first week, which featured a score of 
Major speeches in plenary sessions and relatively little time in small groups, 
were criticized by a working group concerned with "educating the people of God". 
It described the predominance of specialists, the relatively low participation 
of female and younger participants, and arrangements for accommodation and food 
as barriers to a “learning community". It also said aspects of the assembly 


contradicted the church's commitment to the poor. 


EPS 


LUTHERANS ACT ON UNITY, Ecumenical Press 
BEM, ECUMENISM, WORSHIP Service 84.08.12 


BUDAPEST (EPS) - The seventh assembly of the Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Federation (here, 22 July-5 August) approved items related to the LWF's self- 
understanding, the "unity we seek" with other Christians, Lutheran response to 
the 1982 World Council of Churches' text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry 
(BEM), and a series of "issues and tasks" for global Lutheran consideration in 
connection with worship and Christian life. 


An assembly "statement on the self-understanding and task of the LWF" defines 
it as an "expression and instrument" of a world-wide "Lutheran communion". 

The document suggests that the LWF has some measure of churchly authority, and 
is not simply a functional association of its 99 member denominations, which 
account for about three-quarters of the world's 70 million Lutherans. The 
statement locates the LWF in the "one ecumenical movement" in co-operation with 
other Christian world communions and the World Council of Churches. 


The assembly also approved a constitutional change to specify that its members 
consider themselves in "pulpit and altar fellowship" (what other Christians often 
refer to as "full communion''with each other). 


The unity statement lists a variety of forms of communion which express the 
unity "given in and through the proclamation of the word and sacrament". Such 
unity means "a committed fellowship, able to make common decisions and to act 
in common". 


In connection with that statement, the assembly received a page of background on 
unity issues. It notes: that the new statement deliberately avoids phrases about 
unity from the 1977 LWF assembly in Dar-es-Salaam, and from the 1975 WCC assembly 
in Nairobi - respectively “reconciled diversity", and "conciliar fellowship". 
Ecumenists have debated the degree to which the two concepts are complementary, 
contradictory, and/or the same thing in different words. 


The recommendations on BEM urge Lutherans to study it ecumenically and to use is 
as a "stimulus to church renewal". An assembly working group report on BEM 
commends it in several areas, but also raises some questions, notably about its 
treatment of the age at which people may be baptized and the role of lay people. 
The group urges Lutherans to celebrate the eucharist every Sunday, and to "examine 
our ministries...in order to determine whether they should use the three-fold 
pattern". 


In a review of bilateral theological dialogues between Lutherans and 
representatives of other traditions, the assembly voted a "high priority" for 
Roman Catholic discussions, while also endorsing dialogues with Eastern Orthodox, 
Anglicans, Reformed, Methodists, and Baptists. Also encouraged were Lutheran 
discussions with representatives of theological trends which exist in several 
traditions, such as conservative evangelicals (conservatives), evangelicals and 
charismatics. 


The 14 recommendations on worship "affirm in practice the central place of the 
service of the Word through proclamation and sacraments". Among other issues 
raised are "how to regain or strengthen the integrative force of the Sunday 
service so that it becomes the 'plenary assembly' of the congregation", “how to 
respond as Lutherans to the role of the holy spirit in worship", "how to make 
better use of symbols, non-verbal elements and architecture in the shaping of 
worship", and how to "remain in contact with ecumenical developments in worship 
and find ways to make them come alive in the life of the member churches". 


Worship at the assembly, however, came in for some criticism for being neither 
as central nor as culturally diverse as at the WCC assembly in 1983. Mau said 
there were many "high moments" during the two weeks, but "some of the criticism 


ek he mg Tee 
1s justified". EPS 


BAPTISTS NOMINATE PRESIDENT, Ecumenical Press 
ACT ON RIGHTS, TORTURE, WOMEN Service 84.08.13 


BERLIN (EPS) - The general council of the Washington-based Baptist World 
Alliance nominated G. Noel Vose, principal of the Baptist Theological College 
of Western Australia, as the next BWA president. His nomination goes to the 
15th Baptist World Congress, next 2-7 July in Los Angeles. He would serve 
until 1990. 


In other action at its meeting (here, 27-29 July), the council passed 
resolutions on human rights, torture, first-use of nuclear weapons, and an 
immediate and verifiable nuclear freeze. Baptist churches were urged to "seek 
peace and pursue it". 


Another resolution acknowledges "strong cultural and theological differences on 
the role of women in the church". It affirms as biblical teaching that "in 
Christ male and female are equal". 


The council accepted a recommendation from its doctrine and inter-church 
co-operation commission that it begin official, international theological 
conversations with Lutherans in October 1985. 


It accepted four bodies as full BWA members, making the total 131. 


EPS 
MISSIONARY, ECUMENIST Ecumenical Press 
STEPHEN NEILL DIES Service 84.08.14 


The Rt. Rev. Stephen Neill, noted as a missionary, church historian, teacher 
and ecumenical theologian, died at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, on 24 July at the 
age of 83. 


Stephen Neill was elected a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, at the young 
age of 24, but he chose to become a missionary in India. He served as 
Principal of a theological college before he was elected Bishop of the Anglican 
Diocese of Tirunelvelly, South India, in 1939. He took a leading part in the 
movement for church union which later led to the formation of the Church of 
South India. During the last few years he was working on a three-volume 
history of Christianity in India. 


For a period he served on the staff of the World Council of Churches and was 
responsible for its study programme. With Ruth Rouse he edited The Htstory 
of the Ecumentcal Movement: 1517-1948. 


During the sixties Bishop Neill was Professor of Missions and Ecumenical 
Theology at the University of Hamburg, and later he taught philosophy and 
religion at the University of Nairobi. 


Bishop Stephen Neill was a prolific writer, and he wrote books on a variety 
of Christian themes including mission, dialogue, ecumenism and church history. 
For over a decade he was General Editor of World Christian Books. 


EPS 


Potter commends Norwegian ship to Nicaragua EPS 84.08.15 
GENEVA (EPS) - General Secretary Philip Potter of the World Council of Churches 
sent a message to the Church of Norway commending the Norwegian government's 
initiative in sending a shipload of medicine, educational materials, fertilizer, 
seeds, and paper for ballots to Nicaragua. The initiative was supported by 
four Nobel Peace Prize winners, and endorsed by several governments, among them 
Sweden, Panama, Austria, Greece, and Italy. The ship arrived in Nicaragua 

this month. 


Minjung theologian dies EPS 84:08.16 
SEOUL (EPS) - Korean theologian Suh Nam Dong died of cancer (19 July). He was 
a pioneer in developing "minjung" (people's) theology. 


Presbyterian warning on smoking, drinking EPS 84.08.17 
NAIROBI (EPS) — Presbyterian Church of East Africa Moderator John Gatu warned 
PCEA clergy against condoning smoking and alcohol consumption. The PCEA is 


considering juice as an alternative to wine for communion. 


Church presence at Summer Olympics EPS 84.08.18 
LOS ANGELES (EPS) - A diverse group of Christian and other religious 
representatives established several centres to provide worship opportunities, 
hospitality, recreation, and counselling for the 7,000 athletes, trainers, and 
guests from 80 countries here for the Olympic games (28 July-12 August), plus 
the estimated 750,000 spectators. Among resources used was the multilingual 
worship book prepared for the 1983 assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


Boesak attacked EPS 84.08.19 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - South African theologian Allan Boesak, president of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, has been the target of "serious verbal 
attacks" in recent weeks, according to a report (3 August) from the South 
African Council of Churches. The attacks have reportedly come from members 

of the Labour Party (Allan Hendrikse, Joe Rabie), the Afrikaans press, and the 
South African Broadcasting Corporation. Boesak, supported by his congregation 
and the SACC, has challenged his opponents to make their accusations in court. 
The attacks link him to bomb blasts and other acts of violence. "This campaign 
to discredit Dr Boesak has and is causing considerable damage locally", 
according to the report. 


Campus Crusade warned EPS 84.08.20 
NALROBL (EPS) - Life Ministry, a Nairobi-based Christian organization, has 

been warned by the Kenyan government that it will be banned unless it cuts 

links with South Africa. Investigations had revealed that the group's office 
here is said to have received religious publications only available from South 
Africa. Life Ministry is known as Campus Crusade for Christ in other countries. 


NCCK warns on family planning EPS 84.08.21 
NAIROBI (EPS) - The National Council of Churches of Kenya general assembly says 
that family planning services should not be given to unmarried people. The 
assembly, meeting at Limuru near here, recommended that sex education and 

family planning be taught within a Christian perspective at home, school and 
church. It added that the syllabus to be used in schools should first be 
approved by the churches. 


Live sermons discontinued on Voice of Kenya EPS 84.08.22 
NAIROBL (EPS) -— The Kenyan government has decided to discontinue broadcasting 
live church services on the national radio and to scrutinize all recorded services 
before they are released on the air. This follows a sermon broadcast live on 
the government-owned Voice of Kenya in which a Presbyterian Church of East Africa 
pastor, Timothy Njoya, called on Kenya's president to release all political 
detainees and to invite back home Kenyan exiles living abroad. 


EPS 


CUBAN CHURCH-STATE Ecumenical Press 
RELATIONS EVOLVING Service 84.08.23 


This ttem ts abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamertca Press. 


HAVANA (EPS/Enrique Lopez Oliva) - Twenty five years after the over-throw of 
Fulgencio Batista, church-state relations in Cuba have evolved from the mutual 
distrust and antagonism that characterized the early years of the revolution to 
one of "respectful dialogue" today. Although there is still a long way to go in 
that dialogue, a new openness appears to be visible in both church and 
government circles. 


The evolution of church-state relations can be broken dow into three periods: a 
standoff during the first years of the revolution, followed by outright 
confrontation; slowly dissipating mutual hostility in the late 1960s and most of 
the 1970s; and, more recently,a new willingness to dialogue on the part of both 
the Cuban Communist Party (CCP) and church leaders, largely due to a growing 
awareness on the part of both institutions of the important role Christians are 
playing in the revolutionary movements springing up throughout Latin America. 


Three months after taking power, Fidel Castro publicly invited all religious 
and civic organizations in Cuba to actively participate in the revolutionary 
process. Most of the Roman Catholic hierarchy and the leaders of Cuba's 
Protestant churches preferred not to commit themselves to that process, 
however. 


One of the major factors that limited Roman Catholic enthusiasm for the 
revolution was the fact that over 70 percent of the country's priests were 
Spaniards. These priests were still deeply influenced by the impact of the 
bloody Spanish civil war, and the majority were strong supporters of the very 
traditional "nationalistic Catholicism" identified with the Franco dictatorship 
in Spain. Only a small minority of the clergy - those hailing from Spain's more 
independent-minded Basque country and a few native Cuban priests - were openly 
Sympathetic to the revolutionary change beginning to take place in Cuba by Fidel 
Castro. 


The Protestant clergy were equally circumspect. Most depended economically and 
theologically on their mother churches in the United States. The post of rector 
at the Protestant seminary in Matanzas, for instance, almost always went to a US 
pastor. Most of the seminary's classes were held in English, and many native 
pastors were sent to the US or Puerto Rico to continue their studies. 


Only two Roman Catholic bishops, supported the new government's first land 
reform law. Guillermo Sandinas, the only native Cuban priest who had been 
actively involved in the revolution (a commandante in Castro's army) was 
ostracized by his fellow priests, even though his revolutonary commitment never 
dampened his faith or his fidelity to his pastoral ministry. 

There were very few Protestant pastors in the revolution. One of the eminent 
ones was Raoul Fernandez Ceballos of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Cuba. 
He was the first president of the country's literacy campaign and became the First 
Cuban pastor to visit the Soviet Union - a visit that almost resulted in his 
expulsion from his church. 

In the first years after the revolution a campaign directed and financed from 
the US sought to manipulate religious symbols in order to discredit the 
revolution. Many well-off Cubans, frightened by the direction the revolution 

was taking, looked to the churches as a haven for resistance to the revolution. 
By the early 1960s, a full-fledged ideological and political struggle was being 
waged within the churches. At the same time, the Castro government deepened the 
revolutionary process by introducing legislation that changed the island's 
entire property-holding structure. 

Organizations opposed to Castro attempted to use the legal status of many of the 
churches’ lay organizations to build organized resistance. 


Priests and pastors often used the pulpit to criticize the revolution. Some 


(over) 


cuba/2 

released pastoral letters whose content coincided with that of the campaign 
against the revolution being orchestrated from the US. Religious processions 
frequently turned into demonstrations against the government. In one of them, a 
young Communist Party militant was killed. In the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion, 
many invaders carried crucifixes. They were accompanied by several anti-Castro 
Spanish priests. 


In spite of these tensions, however, no church was ever closed by the 
government, and the religious practice of the people was never directly 
interfered with. However, Pope John XXIII showed more and more openness towards 
the Cuban revolutionary process. During the 1962 Cuban missile crisis, it is 
known that the pope warned US President John Kennedy that he would travel to 
Cuba if the crisis deepened. 


Between 1961 and 1968, after all military attempts to dislodge Castro had 
failed, many Cubans disillusioned with the revolutionary process began to leave 
the country. The exodus helped ease pressure on the clergy to keep up their 
religious campaign against the revolution. And by the mid 1960s new, more 
progressive Cuban bishops were being named by the Vatican and the winds of 
Vatican II began to be felt. 


The radicalization of many of the continent's Christians, in large part inspired 
by the Cuban experience, also began to be noted in Cuba. The participation of 
priests in revolutionary movements - the best-known case was that of Camilo 
Torres in Colombia - deeply impressed many Cubans. 


After the Latin American Bishops' Conference (CELAM) met in Medellin, Colombia 
in 1968, key Roman Catholics leaders began to visit Cuba to have a first-hand 
look at the revolutionary process. This reduced the tension between the church 
and state and paved the way for dialogue. 


In the past few years, both Roman Catholic and Protestant churches have 
reflected deeply on the role of the church in Cuba. As the Cuban revolution 
solidified, government and church leaders began to tone down their rhetoric and 
to judge each other in a different light. 


The new Cuban constitution explicitly recognizes "freedom of conscience and the 
right of all, as long as they respect the law, to profess and practice the 
religious belief of their preference" (Art. 54). A CCP resolution in 1975 noted 
its "appreciation for the noteworthy and frequent appearance of both Catholic 
and non-Catholic Christian groups - priests, pastors and laypeople - who join 
revolutionary struggles or show sympathy for them, considering them compatible 
with their religious faith. It is desirable to promote and consolidate an 
alliance with those Christian groups that envision and those Christian groups 
that in fact are working for the construction of a new society that is truly 
human." 


Nevertheless, there remains a great deal of mistrust, rooted in the historical 
animosity of the past, between party militants and church people. Some 
middle-ranking party officials and many ordinary Cubans still take a circumspect 
view of revolutionary Christians. Despite the constitution, Christians till tend 
to be excluded from the CCP, and only rarely advance to positions of importance. 
The fact that the revolution is marked by a highly orthodox interpretation of 
Marxism, which includes its atheistic philosophy, has created a theoretical 

gap between Christians and party members; for many, however, actual practice is 
more important than these theoretical differences - and it is in this area that 
an understanding is evolving. 


Church leaders ask the government to take more energetic action against 
manifestations of religious discrimination. They are calling on the government 
to allow more foreign clergy to enter the country, and are demanding broader 
permission to import religious publications. Little by little, tensions are 
easing. 


EPS 


PEACE, SEXUALITY ON AGENDA Ecumenical Press 
OF UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA Service 84.08.24 


TORONTO (EPS) - The international affairs committee of the United Church of 
Canada is urging the Canadian government to set up a "peace tax fund" for 
Canadians who want their tax money redirected from military spending. 


The committee's report was on the agenda of the USS general council (Morden, 
Manitoba, 7-16 August). The report includes recommendations that the UCC 
affirm that production and deployment of nuclear weapons are a crime against 
humanity, and that civil disobedience is an appropriate means to peace-making. 
It urged Canadian approval of an 18-million-Canadian-dollar request for credit 
by Nicaragua, and Opening a Canadian embassy there. 


Another UCC council issue was a report from a task force on sexuality. It 
deals, among other things, with possible ordination of self-declared homosexuals. 
Letters on the report are said to be “pouring in,’ to the UCC national office, 
and overwhelmingly negative. 


The report and response to it prompted a pastoral letter from UCC Moderator 
Clarke MacDonald, and a Subsequent statement in which he suggested that to 

"take a stand" on one side or the other, though "the easiest thing for me to 

do", would "only be salt in the already wounded body of the church". Instead, 
he said, he will "urge people to think, study, pray, and decide about the issue". 


Prayer on South African removals EPS 84.08.25 


S programme of forced removals as part of its 
apartheid policy. Louw says "the forced removal of people, against their 
will, often to barren and desolate areas, is a wicked act of discrimination 

that will scar this period in our history. Forced removals affect family life 
and create hardships for our people. We" believe that JesaS calle us ‘to minister 
to them and to highlight their plight just as he ministered to those under 
Oppression in his time on earth." Prayers are to be offered for those affected 
by forced removals, as well as those who enforce and formulate the policy. 


American Lutheran Hispanic Task Force EPS 84.08.26 
MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - The American Lutheran Church has established a national 
Hispanic task force. Purpose of the group is to make the ALC aware of the 


growing US Hispanic population and the challenge this provides for the church. 
Issues relating to ordination of Hispanics, certification of Hispanic lay workers 
and the greater use of Spanish in the ALC's educational and worship materials are 
to be dealt with. 


Uniting church in Australia on baptism BPS 84.06,2/7 
SYDNEY (EPS) - Notwithstanding an official reaffirmation of Uniting Church in 
Australia policy that baptism is unrepeatable, a UCA newspaper reports 
Opposition, and that at least one UCA minister and "a number" of UCA people have 
been rebaptised in recent months. UCA assembly secretary David Gill said "The 
trouble with repeating...baptism is that it misrepresents the gospel...baptism 
is about God's grace, not my response." 


World congress on religious liberty EPS 84.08.28 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - The international religious liberty association, based here, 
has announced its second world congress on religious liberty next month 

[3-6 September] in Rome. Among speakers are Baptist World Alliance General 
Secretary Gerhard Claas and UN assistant secretary general Kurt Herndl, director 
of the UN Human Rights Centre in Geneva. The IRLA was formed in 1946. It has 
ties to the Seventh-Day Adventists. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: "Letter from New York" EPS 84.08.29 


To an extraordinary degree, church officials in New York are moving this 
season with a sense of transition, straining to discern a new age at hand./ 


Those associated with the National Council of Churches, atop their keen interest 
in new World Council leadership, await decisions in November about new guides 
and guidelines for their own organization. The Presidential Panel on Future 
Mission and Resources, chaired by General Secretary Robert Neff of the Church of 
the Brethren, is due to make its final report to the governing board meeting 
7-10 November in New Brunswick, New Jersey. It is charged with finding a way to 
put financially weak NCC units, such as faith and order, on a sounder footing. 


One proposal envisioned taking a sort of tax from the more affluent units, such 
as Church World Service, but they fear it could damage their fund raising. At a 
panel meeting (14-16 June) at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Seminary in Tuckahoe, New 
York, the proposal got modified, but what model the panel will offer remains to 
be seen. 


Claire Randall, NCC general secretary since January 1974 and as of this summer 
record holder for longevity in the office, is not asking for another term. So a 
search committee led by President Donald Shiver of Union Seminary here is 
looking for someone to nominate as her successor before the governing board 
elects a new president and other officers. 


The NCC's largest member denomination, the United Methodist Church, is also in 
transition following its general conference in Baltimore in May, and preparatory 
to a new four-year period beginning in January. In meetings (17-20 July) its 
regional jurisdictions are replacing retiring bishops and electing new board 
members for agencies. New York's retiring Bishop Roy Nichols is among those to 
be replaced, and staff of the UMC Board of Global Ministries, based here are 
wondering what leaders their new board members will choose and what new policy 
directions may be in store. 


William P. Thompson's defeat by James Andrews for the post of stated clerk in 
the newly united Presbyterian Church (USA) shocked many observers here. Since 
succeeding Eugene Carson Blake in 1966 as stated clerk of the former United 
Presbyterian Church, Thompson has been such a commanding presence on the 
ecumenical scene, national and worldwide, his loss seemed difficult to imagine. 
But some delegates to the Presbyterian general assembly in Phoenix, Arizona, 28 
May-6 June apparently thought he was to "commanding." Andrews, who has been 
stated clerk of the former Presbyterian Church in the US, has kept a lower 
profile and presented the image of a more low-key, less assertive operator. 
Meanwhile, the entire Presbyterian denomination is in transition to its new, 
united form. Staff of the agencies here await with some trepidation word on what 
the program direction will be and whether some offices will be moved elsewhere. 


Presiding Bishop John Maury Allin of the Episcopal Church completes his 12-year 
term next year, and the Anglican general convention will elect a successor. 
Taking advantage of a lucrative offer, the church is moving toward sale of its 
headquarters building here, and next year's convention will also consider 
whether to relocate the offices elsewhere in New York or in some other city. 


The 19-24 July assembly of Church Women United at Purdue University in 
Lafayette, Indiana, inaugurates a new four-year period under new officers. The 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New York got a new archbishop in March, John J. 
O'Conner, who is giving priority to the fight against abortion and taking on the 
politicians more aggressively than did his predecessor, the late Terence 
Cardinal Cooke. And Religious News Service, which has served the ecumenical 
movement for 50 years as a source of objective news about all groups, is 
battling for financial survival. To lead the struggle, United Methodist minister 
Judith Weidman has just been named editor-director by the United Methodist 
Reporter organization, which took over RNS sponsorship last November from the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Allan Boesak: "The Biblical Call to Obedience" EPS 84.08.30 


Here are excerpts from a new book in the WCC Risk series, "Walking on Thorns: 
The Call to Christian Obedience". Boesak, a South African theologtan, ts 
prestdent of the World Alltance of Reformed Churches. 


The LORD and the Lords: [The words of Old Testament prophet Micaiah] point to 
the distinguishing mark of the true prophet; the constraint to speak Yahweh's 
truth whatever the risk, even against one's own interests; daring to do what 
is right, trusting only in the God whose voice you have heard. How long must 
the prophets of the Lord call upon successive governments in South Africa to do 
justice and seek peace? And how much more blood must flow before they listen? 
[Micaiah, in talking to Ahab], provides the curious contradiction we see so 
often: an unjust government needing deception yet not wanting to be deceived. 


At the Risk of Unity: [As the church in South Africa is being split] we are 
beginning to discover that apartheid's greatest achievement is not the racial 
division of the church, but the division in our understanding of the gospel and 
its demands for South Africa, the division of our interests, the division of 

the people of God in terms of our faith and our ultimate obedience to God. 

God is not impressed by human status or stature or class; you are free from 
the law. Do not allow anyone to take away from you your dignity and freedom 
as children of God. You have a place of honour in the church and in the world, 
for Christ has set you free! Not that the unity of the church is not a 
legitimate concern. But we are also concerned with the truth without which the 
church cannot live, about the faithful obedience to the Lord of the church. 

If the unity of the church is not built upon the passion for truth, the desire 
for justice, the faithful obedience to the Lord whatever the cost, then it is 
not unity. Unity that is dictated by the powerful is not unity. Unity at 

the cost of the poor and the Oppressed, at the cost of the integrity of the 
gospel, is not unity. 


Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea: It is the age-old style of super- 
powers. Their weapons of death must protect them not only against each other, 
"the enemy", they must also protect themselves against their own fear. We know 
only too well the strange, deadly certainty there is in enslavement. You get 
to know the oppressor so well. But the process of liberation calls not for 
passivity but for active participation. The church has no option but to reject 
lefforts to prop up apartheid]. We reject them not only for the sake of 
political honesty and integrity, but for the sake of the church itself. The 
gospel challenges us to accept the only identity that really matters, namely 

the identity of being a child of God through Jesus Christ, of being treated in 
the image of the Living One, of being made a new creation through the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our basis for fighting apartheid is 
the fact that it is a fundamental denial of everything the church stands LOL 

a fundamental denial of all that is human and worthwhile in our society. 

We think these things, and we become afraid. But our concern for the future 
must not deter us from doing what is right in the present...there is still no 
guarantee, there are still no certainties - there is only the Voice, and the 
promise. 


The Rueben Option: [As in the book of Genesis Rueben justified himself by 

moting that he did not actually kill his brother Joseph], we have justified slavery, 
Violence and war; we have sanctified racism and split our churches on the issue of 
preservation of white supremacy. The Rueben option: Take a stand, but always 
cOver yourself. The Rueben option: Opt for justice, work against racism, but in 
Such a way that we will not cause too much tension in the church. Have a 

Programme for hungry children, collect millions and spend it on the poor. But 

how difficult it is when this call stands in the way of our ambition! And so we 
invent little excuses and we dress them up as theological arguments about church and 
politics, violence and non-violence, personal and public morality and, above all, 
responsibility. EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Sermon at Closing Worship, 1984 WCC Central Committee" EPS 84.08.31 


/This is the conclusion of the sermon preached by Marga Bihrig, one of the seven 
WCC presidents, at closing service of the WCC central committee, which met in 
Geneva 9-18 July./ 


...-Many Christians have suffered pain and imprisonment, torture and death in 
living as followers of Jesus Christ, and many are still suffering today. Many of 
them are offering resistence, like the mothers and grandmothers on the Plaza de 
Mayo in Buenos Airea calling with untiring persistence for their husbands, 
brothers and children who have disappeared. There are other examples all over 
the world. 


Where I live in the so-called free world we have the hidden pressure exerted by 
the mass media controlled by a few agencies or the pressure wielded by financial 
power, which makes itself felt even in our churches, when funds can be withdrawn 
because the stance adopted by an institution - an academy, for example, or the 
World Council of Churches - does not correspond to what the majority wants to 
hear and because that majority is afraid of anything that might mean a change in 
their, in our comfortable standard of living. 


Which of us can in all honesty say that we have never known the temptation to 
bow before the powers that be? This is why we need the 'subversive' memory which 
reminds us that Jesus, before Pontius Pilate, did not submit to the power of the 
powerful. He referred to his kingdom where other standards prevail. He spoke of 
the true life, of the life that God wants for us, and his confession cost him 
his life. But the God who gives life to all things did not leave him in death 
but raised him again to life for us and for the world....Truly he is risen 
again. 

So in conclusion we can ask ourselves about the implications for our commission, 
of this double starting point - the memory of the life-giving power of God and 
Jesus' confession before Pontius Pilate. Paul wrote to Timothy, ''Fight the good 
fight of faith" and , "take hold of the eternal life to which you were called," 
I want to try to translate these two commandments into what they mean for us 
here. 


A few years ago in the ecumenical movement we talked a great deal about a 
"spirituality for combat', a spirituality for the fight. Today I would rather 
speak of a spirituality for resistence....By resistence I mean that we must 
avoid the trap of resignation, indifference, fatalism into which so many of our 
contemporaries have fallen. 


To take an example, every day we are confronted with many, many terrifying 
facts. Computer forecasts tell us that there is an 80 or 90% probability of a 
nuclear war. We feel powerless and helpless. For me, therefore, elements in what 
I would call a spirituality of resistence or for resistence would be, in the 
faith in the God who gives life to all things, to refuse to accept such 
statements as inalterable facts; to take them seriously, of course, and to 
publish them wherever we can - even when we face opposition from those who 
accuse us of endangering national security - and still to go on living, loving, 
believing, celebrating. I have no doubt you can think of other examples.... 


The other element, the taking hold of eternal life, belongs closely together 
with this. Here let me remind you of the image of the vine and the branches and 
the fruit, which we heard in our New Testament reading. Without any effort of 
our own we are already bound to Jesus Christ. We are the branches of a living 
plant, a vine which draws its life from God; the roots from which we are 
nourished go very deep; we can grow and blossom and bear fruit. 


We can of course also wither and die. This is where our responsibility comes in: 
'Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called,' says Paul. But the 
other thing is more important: we are bound to him through God's will. From this 
we draw our life. From this comes our commission as Christians and in the 
ecumenical movement. From this comes our fellowship with one another and from 


this the strength constantly to renew our covenant with one another despite all 
that divides us....May G94 gor hath Gh age ia and Holy Spirit help us.... 
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The South African Council of Churches has established an “editorially- 
independent" Ecumenical News Service. Further details are available from Dan 


Vaughan at the SACC, Box 4921, Johannesburg (telex: 86519). 


zxkxewkwkekwek kk 


Our colleagues at Mensuel, the French-language monthly of the World Council of 
Churches, have published an edition (August) to mark the 50th anniversary of 
SOEPI, the French-language counterpart of EPS. Its 16 pages include a 
message from SOEPI/Mensuel editor Théo Buss, statements from the first three 
WCC general secretaries, and a review of ecumenical and world history since 
1934, with emphasis on the years of WCC assemblies. A copy is available on 
request. EPS has marked its golden anniversary at various points during 
1984, including items 84.01.1-20 (excerpts from EPS items from its five 
decades), 84.03.16 (reflections by its current and former editors), and 
84.07.36 (a communications researcher's review and analysis of EPS changes and 
trends over the years). : 
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Here are the new subscription rates for EPS. They take effect 1 January. 
Airmail postage is charged separately. 


Swiss francs 50.-- 
US dollars 24.-— 
UK pounds 13.50 


Australian dollars 24.-- 
New Zealand dollars 35.-- 


Dutch guilders 62.50 
German marks 58.-— 
French francs 145.-- 
Swedish kronor 145.-- 
Indian rupees LO. 
Canadian dollars - 26.50 
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SOUTH AFRICAN DETENTIONS Ecumenical Press 
PROTESTED BY CHURCH REPS Service 84.09.01 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The South African Council of Churches has condemned 
“in the strongest terms" the detention by South Africa of black leaders 

associated with the United Democratic Front and other groups opposed to 

the country's "new constitutional dispensation". 


The statement by SACC General Secretary Desmond Tutu (21 August) was 
seconded in Geneva by World Council of Churches Acting General Secretary 
Anwar Barkat (22 August) In a message to South African Prime Minister P. 
W. Botha, Barkat said the WCC "learned with dismay" about the detentions 
of opponents to the "so-called constitutional reforms". Also, Barkat 
told Tutu "we are in full solidarity with the efforts of the SACC to 
promote peaceful change in South Africa". 


Under the new arrangements, the country's 2.8 million "coloureds" (people 
Classified as being of mixed race) and 780,000 Indians are allowed their 
own legislative chambers, along with the one for the 4.4 million South 
African whites. The 70 percent of the population which is black has no 
such chamber, and all three chambers must concur to make Changes affecting 
the country as a whole. 


The detentions came just before elections for the 80-seat Coloured House 
of Representatives. About three-fifths of the eligible voters 
registered, and turnout was estimated at less than a third of those 
registered. UDF leaders had called for a boycott of the elections. 


Chief winner in the vote was the Labour Party, led by Alan Hendrickse, a 
parish pastor in the United Congregational Church of Southern Africa. His 
party platform includes a call to eliminate racial discrimination in 
legislation and practice. 


In his statement, Tutu said the detentions, and efforts to link the UDF 
with violence in connection with the coloured and Indian electoral 
campaigns were "high-handed and inhuman methods used to suppress 
legitimate political criticism....This is not the way forward to peaceful 
change. It cannot help when those who are the leaders of the people are 
detained for no apparent legitimate reason". 


Barkat said protests against the new constitutional arrangements "are 
fully justified because these changes do not provide for participation of 
the people, but legitimize and entrench apartheid and racism....The unjust 
and vicious attacks of your government on the UDF and other organizations, 
leave little room for peaceful and democratic resistance." He urged Botha 
to "set free immediately those who have been detained and who are working 
through peaceful and non-violent methods for a just and democratic society 
in South Africa". 


Earlier (17 August), Barkat sent a message of "support for the democratic 
struggle of the people of South Africa against racism and apartheid and 
for human dignity, justice, and liberation" to the UDF on the first 
anniversary of its founding. "We want to assure you", Barkat wrote to 
UDF General Secretary Mopo Molefe, "of our support...and prayers". 


In another comment on the detentions, World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
President Allan Boesak, a South African theologian, called them "a 
shameful act of blatant intimidation." 


EPS 


SYMPOSIUM REVIEWS Ecumenical Press 
RIGHTS IN GHANA Service 84.09.02 


(This item is adapted from a 20 August report from Nairobi—based 
Africa Church Information Service. ) 


ACCRA (EPS/G.B.K. Owusu) - The Christian Council of Chana has deplored 
what it terms the wanton destruction of lives, and other forms of 
human-rights abuse in the country. 


COG General Secretary Anselm Zormelo said it is painful to observe that 
contrary to expectations, a revolution that sought to bring dignity, 
freedom, peace, justice and self-fulfilment to Ghanaians had a disquieting 
record on the violation of human rights. 


The council listed, among other things, the kidnapping and murder of three 
judges and a retired army officer; violent seizure and occupation of 
lodge temples; harassment of pastors; imprisonment of political 
prisoners; and dismissal of hundreds from employment. 


But a government spokesman, Public Tribunals Board Chairman George 
Agyekum, denied the charges. He said the PNDC government does not 
support secret murders, and that it upholds human rights. Agyekum and 
Zormelo spoke at a symposium on “human rights in a changing 
environment". 


In defence of the state, Agyekum referred to the murdered judges and amy 
officer, disassociated the state from the crime, and said the individual 
implicated in the offence, a government officer, had been tried and 
executed for it. 


Agyekum lamented that Ghanaians had ignored the historical antagonism 
between the soldiers and civilians where numerous incidents had occurred 
under other governments. He emphasized that in view of the coup attempts 
being uncovered now and then, it would be naive for the PNDC not to take 
measures to safeguard internal security. 


Agyekum asserted that in assessing the human rights record of the PNDC 
government, it must be seen ina transitional stage where the right 
socio-economic and political conditions needed to be created to enable the 
majority to enjoy real, instead of abstract rights. 


During question time, Agyekum was asked how he felt the next morning after 
he had sentenced an armed robber to death. The official in a relaxed 
manner said as a human being he felt sorry for passing death sentence on a 
fellow being, but there was nothing he could do since he was performing 
his duty assigned to him by the state. He recollected that he sentenced 
his own cousin to life imprisonment and another relative to death for 
armed robbery. "My duty is to exercise justice without fear or favour", 
he added. 


J. N. K. Taylor, a High Court judge speaking at the same symposium, 
stressed the need for Ghanaians to know their basic human rights, like 
freedom of assembly, expression and movement. The judge appealed to the 
government to look into cases of all those who had been unjustly detained 
and remanded. Taylor noted that criticism is a yardstick for the faults 
of any institution. He therefore advised the government to welcome 
criticism instead of flattery and adulation. 


EPS 


EUROPEAN BAPTISTS Ecumenical Press 
CONDEMN TORTURE Service 84.09.03 


(This item is abridged and adapted from the UK “Baptist Times". ) 


HAMBURG (EPS) - European Baptists are urging greater commitment to tackling 
some of the world's most pressing social and political problems. 


Delegates at the European Baptist Federation Congress here last month, in the 
context of a call to re-dedication and prayer, backed a resolution on the 
banning of torture, urged greater co-operation between countries in the East 
and the West, and called for a halt to the nuclear amns race. 


The congress called on the Baptist World Alliance to initiate world-wide 
Baptist action to combat torture, and on all Baptists to denounce torture 
Wherever they know of it occurring, and to campaign for it to be abolished. 


The resolution noted with approval the article in the Declaration of Human 
Rights that "no-one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment". 


It condemned the use of torture whatever the reason, and specifically 
condemned 'disappearances', where the authorities deny that a victim is in 
their custody or the custody of their agent. 


A resolution on 'Europe, One Continent' welcomed all efforts to increase 
security, develop co-operation and improve mutual understanding in Europe as 
indicated in the final document endorsed by Foreign Ministers at the European 
Security Review Council in Madrid last September; it called for the 
implementation of those articles in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and the Helsinki Final Act which advocate a freer interchange of citizens and 
a wider dissemination of information, including the provision of Christian 
literature; it encouraged local Baptist churches to establish twinning links 
with Baptist churches in other lands for mutual support and concern, and 
invited the federation's executive council to facilitate such links. 


Baptists are probably the only denomination in Europe with churches in every 
country, East and West; and Baptists in Eastern Europe are more numerous than 
those in the West. 


The peace of Europe, and the whole world, was never far from the thoughts of 
delegates at Hamburg. The most applauded address was that of Christian Wolf, 
who likened the super-powers' arms race to the Tower of Babel. 


Wolf, professor at the Baptist Seminary in Saxony (GDR), declared: "Govern- 
ments continue to build this Tower of Babel unchecked, piling up more and more 
nuclear weapons, and try to convince us it is safe to live in the shadow of 
that tower. But it is only a question of time when that tower completes its 
work of destruction, and explodes. 


"If we really seek the 'welfare of the city’, we should no longer help to 
build the Tower of Babel. Christians must be active in dismantling the Tower 
because God has provided a future and a hope for us." 
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TATWAN. CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
LEADER FREED Service 84.09.04 


TAIPEI (EPS) — The general secretary of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan was 
released on parole (15 August) after four years in jail. Chun-ming Kao was 
sentenced 5 June 1980 to seven years. He was accused of assisting Shih Ming- 
teh, a leader of a 1979 human-rights demonstration who was later declared a 
subversive by the government. 


Three others jailed in connection with the situation were also released, 
according to a report from the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. They are Lin Yi-hsiung, Lin Wen-chen, and Hsu Ching-fu. 


The WARC report recalls that during his detention, Kao “held Bible studies 
with his cell inmates, wrote poems and hymns which have become well known 
among the Reformed and Presbyterian churches throughout the world", including 
one sung at the WARC general council in Ottawa in August 1982. 


The Presbyterian Church (USA) reports Kao's condition as "only fair". He is 54. 
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON Ecumenical Press 
RELIGION, PEACE MEETS Service 84.09.05 


NAIROBI (EPS) - The Fourth Assembly of the Geneva-based World Conference on 
Religion and Peace met here (23-31 August). The assembly, 15 years after the 
establishment of WCRP/International, had three themes: "People of Faith 
Working Together for Peace", “Human Dignity, Social Justice and Development of 
the Whole Person", and "World Peace and Disarmament". 


Assembly keynote speakers included Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi and South 
African Council of Churches General Secretary Desmond Tutu. Each theme was 
presented by a series of speakers froma variety of religious traditions and 
different parts of the world. Time was also set aside for working groups, 
meditations, free discussions and informal evenings. Preparatory meetings 
for youth and women were held prior to the assembly. Organizers said they 
were designed to involve them more deeply in the activities of the assembly 
rather than separate them from the mainstream. 


Much of the assembly proceedings were based on the report of the WCRP 
Commission on the Future, which met in Geneva in February 1984. The report 
studies issues of nuclear disarmament, an international code of social ethics, 
spirituality of peace, and study and action together for peace. 


In an action on the opening day, virtually all of the 500 delegates skipped 
lunch. The money saved was designated to help black South Africans. A South 
African delegate said it would be used, among other things, to bail out people 
arrested last month in connection with protests against the country's new 
constitutional arrangements. 
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‘COMMUNITY OF COMMUNITIES' Ecumenical Press 
MEETS, DISCUSSES, SHARES Service 84.09.06 


HOLLAND (Michigan, US) (EPS/Bob Spencer*) - In the words of Jim Wallis (from 
the Sojourners community) it was a “people week" when individuals and families 
from about 70 Christian communities gathered on the campus of Hope College 
here. Though most were from the US, there were also representatives from 
Canada, Federal (West) Germany, Netherlands and Australia. 


The week-long event (23-28 July) was planned by representatives of eight US 
communities who have met together over the past few years in a small network, 
calling themselves "Community of Communities". The planning group expected 
300 people; almost 600 registered and showed up. About 200 were children 
and teenagers, who came from these family-oriented communities. 


The whole event was a celebration from the Tuesday morning procession of 
community banners into the college chapel, to the closing eucharist on 
Friday. The worship and praise were augmented by Bible-teaching, issue 
workshops, group meetings, a musical version of the “Cotton Patch Gospel" and 
a concert by Ken Medema (whose "gospel according to Ma Bell" brought the word 
of the prophets into our daily lives). The organizers had Planned for events 
in which the gathered Christian communities could inspire and strengthen each 
other, share resources, teach each other, and together discern both the times 
and God's movement in the world today. 


This was not a working consultation or a study conference. No statements were 
issued, no press was evident. People had come to listen and rejoice. Wallis 
warned that we can focus so much on the content of the call of God in Christ 
that we miss the voice of Jesus himself. The tone of his voice, Wallis said, 
is gentle, inviting, trustworthy and comforting. Many people at the festival 
shared their hearing of that voice. 


A look around at the gathering made the immediate impression of the 
youthfulness of the group. There were not only a lot of children but the 
adults were mainly in their 20s and 30s and early 40s. They came from 
family-centred communities with a youthful sense of vitality. Some 
communities had a strong spiritual emphasis, focusing on prayer and acts of 
mercy. Others were strongly social and politically active. There were both 
Charismatics and non-charismatics. Some communities were deeply involved in 
intercessory prayer, others had Open-door houses of refuge, some were active 
in nuclear disarmament issues, others operated retreat centres. The various 
groups were coming together in the belief that each tradition had something to 
offer to the other. The group was not like-minded but they shared a common 
vision and hope in Christ. 


Social and political issues were in the forefront of the week. A black 
Speaker was critical of the whole gathering of communities for the lack of 
black Americans in their midst. Over 30 workshops were held on such diverse 
topics as "Quest for Racial Reconciliation", "Sing a Joyful Song (music 
exchange)", "Christian Response to Central American Refugees in the US",, 
“Contemplative Prayer", "Community and Resistance", "Feminism, Conversion and 
the Gospel". "Redeeming the Earth", “Household Living" and "Revival Preaching 
for Peace and Justice". The workshops allowed many communities to share what 
they were doing with prisoners, refugees, congressmen and senators, 
developmentally disabled, the poor; and what could be done for community 
worship, fellowship, singing and family life. 
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* Spencer is director of Crieff Hills Community, Puslinch, Ontario, Canada. 


REFORMED SYNOD: APARTHEID Ecumenical Press 
SUPPORT BY CHURCH IS HERESY Service 84.09.07 


(This item is abridged and adapted from a report by Religious News 
Service. ) 


CHICAGO (EPS) - The Reformed Ecumenical Synod, whose affiliated denominations 
count 5.5 million members around the world, has condemned South Africa's 
racial policies and declared that any theological defence of apartheid must be 
regarded as heresy. 


The synod, which concluded a 10-day assembly 10 August, turned back efforts to 
delay the heresy declaration and instead passed a sweeping series of 
resolutions critical of the Pretoria government's segregationist practices and 
of church practices which divide Christians based on colour. 


The delegates voted to condemn apartheid as "an ideology that is contrary to 
holy Scripture" and said "any teaching of the church that would defend this 
ideology would have to be regarded as heretical, that is, in conflict with the 
teaching of scripture”. 


The assembly, which included representatives of the white South African Dutch 
Reformed Church (NGK), also voted to state that "when the church, which in 
Christ is 'one body with many members’, advocates or fails to denounce such 
ideology, it denies its confession of the unity in Christ and is 
co-responsible for the perpetuation" of such conditions. 


The Synod decided in a 38-18 secret ballot vote to ask the NGK and the smaller 
Reformed Church in South Africa (GKSA) to inform the Synod's interim committee 
body "by the end of 1986, what each has done to re-evaluate its position in 
nthe light of the biblical norms of love and justice". 


The vote on how the Synod should address race relations was closely watched 
because the NGK is the largest RES member, with 1.2 million members, including 
most leaders of the Pretoria government's ruling National Party and South 
African Prime Minister P. W. Botha. 


Some South African delegates backed a move to delete the reference to heresy, 
and supported a minority report asking for a two-year study on whether defence 
of apartheid is heretical, but synod officials said each was decisively 
rejected. The assembly also described as a sin “every effort to bar people 
from the Lord's Table only on the basis of race or colour". 


Other resolutions called for the repeal of South Africa's Mixed Marriages Act, 
which bans interracial marriage, as well as an end to "all unbiblical aspects" 
of the Immorality Act, which bars sex involving people of different races. 

The South African churches were also asked to seek from their members an 
evaluation of association with the Afrikaner Broederbond, the secretive 
cultural society which critics charge exerts a major influence in shaping 
South Africa's political and social life. 


Synod officials said the debate over apartheid and an earlier vote rebuking 
the 870,000-member Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (GKN) for allowing 
homosexuals to be ordained, had caused the greatest conflict in the group's 
10th quadrennial assembly. The GKN, which like the NGK is a charter member 
of the Synod, has also come under criticism in the RES because of its 
membership in the World Council of Churches. 
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ECUMENISM'S HEALTH Ecumenical Press 
IN CANADA DISCUSSED Service 84.09.08 


TORONTO (EPS) - How healthy is ecumenism in Canada? Anglican 
disappointment over failure of proposals for a possible, more 
broadly—based successor to the Canadian Council of Churches was reported 
by the London-based Anglican Consultative Council (EPS 84.06.88). That 
report has prompted rebuttal from CCC and Canadian Anglican 
representatives. 


Roger Cann, CCC associate secretary —- communications, calls the report 
“contrary to the promising situation here in Canada". Brian Prideaux, 
ecumenical officer of the Anglican Church of Canada, finds it "unfortunate 
for two reasons. First, because it suggests that ecumenism is on the 
retreat in Canada. Second, it fingers the Roman Catholics as the 
villains of the piece". 


Prideaux notes that of the 24 denominations asked to approve a plan for a 
new Association of Christian Churches in Canada, nine wanted to be full 
members. Seven of them are currently among the 13 CCC members. "A case 
might almost be made for the new body being a step backward since it would 
have had fewer members than the council", he adds. 


Prideaux says "lack of Roman Catholic enthusiasm was a significant factor" 
in the decision to shelve the ACCC proposal, but adds that "for the first 
time in the council's 40-year history, the Roman Catholic Church in Canada 
is committed to membership in it, even though the shape of that membership 
needs still to be worked out". He also notes "active" Roman Catholic 
participation in "many of the ecumenical coalitions for peace and social 
justice in Canada", membership in the CCC's faith and order committee, and 
bilateral dialogues with Anglican and United theologians. 


A report, "pack to the drawing board", in the "United Church Observer", 
monthly of the United Church of Canada, notes cost as "one factor that 
killed the new organization". 


It also cites "new confidence in the CCC". It quotes Cann as describing 
a change in the CCC style "to become a discussion forum and a 'consensus 
agent'. 'We can be accused of scuttling the whole (ACCC) thing', he 
quips, 'by being cuddly, kind, and efficient'". 


Summing up, Prideaux says "a particular plan failed to win sufficient 
support. That is too bad, but it needs to be seen in perspective. 
Success stories like the Canadian hosting of the (1983) Vancouver assembly 
of the WCC show that a very lively commitment continues to exist to the 
cause of Christian unity in Canada." 
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Malta withholds church school licenses EPS 84.09.09 
VALLETTA (Malta) (EPS) - The government of Malta announced it would not 
allow eight Roman Catholic schools to reopen this month because they have 
refused to agree to abolish fees, reject donations, and give the state a 
Say in expelling pupils. A church statement said the conditions are an 
unfair interference in the running of its schools. Ina long standing 
dispute, the government has accused the island's Roman Catholic schools of 


discriminating against those unable to pay. 
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PNG BORDER CROSSERS Ecumenical Press 
PROMPT CHURCH APPEAL Service 84.09.10 


VANIMO (Papua New Guinea) - Upwards of half of the 20,000 people who live on 
the Indonesian (West Irian) side of the border with Papua New Guinea have 
crossed into PNG, according to a report from an official of the Australian 
Council of Churches who visited the area. In the wake of the trip by Ron 
O'Grady, executive secretary of the World Christian Action part of the ACC, 
together with General Secretary Walter Ataembo of the Melanesian Council of 
Churches, the Geneva-based World Council of Churches appealed (16 August) for 
40,000 US dollars because of the "urgent need for supplementary food and 
medical supplies in the refugee camps". 


The WCC appeal notes that contrary to earlier expectations, repatriation is 
"unlikely in the immediate future", and in mid-August there was news of a 
"crisis in food supplies in Western Province (southern border)". 


O'Grady notes that most of the tribes involved have land on both sides of the 
border, and movement across the poorly-patrolled and marked frontier is 


customary. 


While PNG is eager for voluntary repatriation, O'Grady reports, the border 
crossers “are anxious to return but will not do so unless there are firm 
guarantees for their safety”. 


He adds that "the vast majority of those in the camps are illegal border 
crossers rather than refugees. Their fears are often not the result of 
persecution but stories which have passed from one community to another. 
Their fears are not hard to understand. We heard enough first-hand accounts 
and saw sufficient documentation to indicate that there were excessive and 
inhuman cruelties perpetrated by the Indonesian military - especially the Red 
Beret force which was transferred from East Timor to Irian Jaya." 


Besides the "immediate and pressing problem" of food aid, O'Grady notes that 
"medical services are being stretched to the limit". In addition, one of the 
PNG provinces (West Sepik) "has the worst record in PNG for malnutrition. 

The border crossers are therefore coming into a region which already suffers 
from lack of protein, and where associated sickness is rife." 
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Disciples and Reformed plan talks EPS 84.09.11 
GENEVA (EPS) - An international consultation of theologians of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches and the international Disciples Ecumenical 
Council is to be held in the first part of 1986. A study book is expected to 
be ready by next August. The Disciples movement, which began in the US in the 
last century, had Reformed roots. Paul Crow, DEC general secretary, noted 
several points the two traditions have in common, including commitment to the 
Bible, an educated ministry, church involvement in the world, and ecumenical 
participation. 
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Japanese Christian ventriloquists march for peace EPS 84.09.12 
TOKYO (EPS) - About 200 Japanese ventriloquists, about a third of them 


Christians, marched one kilometre here on the anniversary of the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima (6 August) in support of peace and in opposition to 
nuclear weapons. The group was led by Ichiro Noda, a parish pastor of the 
Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) and president of the Logos 
Ventriloquists Association, which has an estimated 800 members. 


CNI evaluating itself EPS 84.09.13 
NEW DELHT (EPS) - A Church of North India commission has been appointed to 


Study and evaluate CNI programmes, spirituality, institutions, resources, 
assets, structures, and inter-church relationships. Its final report is due 
by 31 January 1986. The CNI was inaugurated in 1970. It brought together 
Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, Reformed, Brethren, and Disciples congregations. 


Seventh-day Adventists healthier EPS 84.09.14 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - The Seventh-day Adventist Church, based here, reports that 


a study of teenagers who follow the denomination's vegetarian lifestyle shows 
them “less likely to suffer cardiovascular ailments than their meat-eating 
counterparts". The report, by researchers from Northwestern University and 
the University of Chicago, concludes that "the low-risk status attained asa 
result of the lifestyle adopted by this population has much to offer as a 
general public health model". 


Vatican moves on liberation theology EPS 84.09.15 
ROME (EPS) - The Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has 


summoned Brazilian Franciscan priest-theologian Leonardo Boff here for an 
interview about his work, beginning 7 September. Under Vatican rules, Boff 
may be assisted by a theologian of his choice. He has chosen another 
Franciscan Aloisio Cardinal Lorscheider, archbishop of Fortaleza and president 
of the Brazilian Roman Catholic theology commission. In another Vatican 
announcement, also interpreted as critical of "liberation theology" and its 
practitioners, the three Roman Catholic priests holding cabinet posts in 
Nicaragua were told they are violating the “categorical prohibition" against 
that in Roman Catholic canon law. They were reportedly given until 30 August 
to leave their posts. The three are Fernando Cardenal (education minister), 
Ernesto Cardenal (culture minister) and Miguel d'Escoto (foreign minister). 
Fernando Cardenal indicated the three are prepared for any Vatican "sanctions" 
against them. He said a 1981 understanding with the Vatican secretary of 
state said a 1981 permits him and the others to serve in the government as 
long as they refrain from exercising priestly functions. 


PNG denomination begins cocoa-planting venture EPS 84.09.16 
UL (Papua New Guinea) (EPS) - The United Church in Papua New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands has begun a new commercial cocoa venture under the auspices of 
Span Enterprises, its commercial and development agency. The effort involves 
clearing 300 hectares of old cocoa bush and replanting the area with hybrid 
cocoa trees. Besides the church, the PNG government and the National Banking 
Corporation are involved in the project. The government minister for foreign 
trade and the UCPNGSI bishop for the region spoke at opening ceremonies. 
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ECUTEXT: "German Baptist 'Declaration of Guilt'" EPS 84.09.17 


(This item was adopted by the council of the Baptist Union in 

the Federal Republic of Germany on the occasion of the congress 

of the European Baptist Federation in Hamburg, 1-5 August. It 

was distributed by Swiss-based European Baptist Press Service. 

CBRS described it as "the first...official stand" on German Baptist 
behaviour during the Nazi era. ) 


While reviewing 150 years of our Baptist history in Germany, we must not omit 
the disconcerting period of time of oppression under the National Socialist 
government. Not only through but also among our people. much injustice came 
to pass. In this connection, shame and grief fill us, especially when we 
consider the persecution and the mass extermination of the Jewish people. 
Being conscious of this our nation's guilt, we remain dependent on God's 
forgiveness. The Second World War, kindled by Germany, brought immeasurable 
affliction upon many countries and ended eventually as a terrible 
catastrophe. We, therefore, and in a much stronger measure, people of other 
nations, have had to bear the consequences until today. 


Recognizing evil at the beginning was more difficult than it appears today in 
retrospect. At that time, notwithstanding, there were among us who detected 
the real nature of that regime, who warned against it and opposed courageously 
the injustice. Nevertheless, we did not publicly join the strife nor the 
sufferings of the Confessing Church, and failed to withstand more consciously 
the violations of divine commandments and injunctions. We, the German 
Baptist Union, are humbled by having been subordinated often to the 
ideological seduction of that time, in not having shown greater courage in 
acknowledging truth and justice. Even after the collapse of the Hitler 
regime, only a few individuals (but never the Baptist Union) took a stand to 
the aforementioned events. 


As people of a generation who experienced only a part of nothing of that time, 
we nevertheless see ourselves involved in the guilt of our nation and of our 
denomination and take part in carrying it. We also confess this before 
you....We pray to God that we may learn from this part of our history, so that 
we may be more alert in regard to ideological temptations of our day. 
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ECUVIEW: "“Hospitable Space" EPS 84.09.18 


(This item is excerpted from a document called "The Ecumenical Dance" 
prepared by the staff of the Canadian Council of Churches, and available 
from the CCC at 40 St Clair AvenueEast, Toronto M4T 1M9.) 


“Hospitable space is designed to change hostis to hospes, strangers and 
foreigners to friends. Indeed more: hospitable space is where brotherhood 
and sisterhood can be found and fully experienced....It offers a friendly 
latitude for welcome, where guest and host may bring and exchange gifts. 
Hospitality offers friendship without binding and without isolation; it is 
not an invitation to adopt the life-style of the host, but the chance to find 
one's own...-Hospitable space, particularly ecumenical hospitable space, is 
not easy to create and sustain. Very often institutions we have created in 
order to offer necessary free time and space have become dominated by all the 
devices of polite avoidance or hostile defensiveness; the best ideas, the 
most valuable feelings remain unexpressed and friendships fail to deepen in 
understanding, mutual care and collaboration.... 
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ECUVIEW/Samuel Amirtham: "Theology by the People" EPS 84.09.19 


(This item is excerpted from a longer report on a consultation 6-8 
August at the Waldensian Theological Seminary in Rome. The group of 
20, convened by the World Council of Churches' theological education 
programme (PTE), helped plan a larger consultation next April in 
Mexico. Amirtham is PTE director. ) 


The consultation identified issues and questions for further exploration: 


(a) Definitions, assumptions and theological questions regarding the term 
‘theology by the people’. 


How does one define ‘theology by the people'? While no final answer was 
given, it was mentioned that some of the ingredients that would make an 
adequate definition will include: participation of all who seek knowledge and 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ; belonging to a worshipping 
community that is involved in action and reflection; trying to make sense in 
faith of the word of God in relation to the world of God; experience of 
Christian living and discipleship as well as service and struggle for justice 
and peace and integrity of all creation. 


What are the ecclesiological assumptions of such a concept? What vision of 
the church undergirds such a theological approach and is implied in this style 
of doing theology? It is evident that the Church as the whole people of God 
will be the main focus. 


What are the dogmatic implications of the various levels, participants, and 
contexts of doing theology? e.g. for revelation, faith, Christian practice, 
political witness, evangelism, etc.? 


How do we bring more clarity in the use of terms like theology, bible study, 
catechism, discipleship, faith, etc. and their interrelationship? 


What are some of the forms and expressions of theology by the people - other 
than reflective writing - which need to be taken seriously by the total 
theologizing community? 


(b) Participants and roles in doing theology. 


If doing theology is the task of the whole community, are there different 
valid ways of doing theology, appropriate to different levels and shapes of 
the church? In identifying different groups like preachers, academic 
scholars, base communities and congregations as those involved in the process, 
is there an inevitable difference, for example, between the theology done ina 
basic community, regional church and the university? How can they be 
respected, tested, corrected, be related and be held accountable to each other? 


How do we bring more clarity in the use of terms like theology, bible study, 
catechism, discipleship, faith, etc. and their interrelationship? 


What are some of the forms and expressions of theology by the people —- other 
than reflective writing - which need to be taken seriously by the total 
theologizing community? 


How can theology done in community serve the whole community in confimming, 
critiquing and exploring current theological positions and insights, inform 
Christian praxis and be informed by it? 


(more) 


ECUVIEW/Amirtham/2 


How is doing theology related to the multi-cultural fact of the global 
community? 


Do different social and cultural manifestations of the church, even within one 
confession demand different models of doing theology? 


In doing theology, what is the respective role of Scripture, tradition and 
experience (context) of the people? How are they interrelated? 


In what way can theology by the people equip all God's people for their 
creative awareness and response to challenges coming from the distortions of 
Christian faith and theology, through certain sectarian groups, through 
ideologies that are not compatible with the gospel, and through people's 
prejudices, hidden and open? 


(c) What are the consequences of theology by the people for the institutions 
and programmes of ministerial formation? 


Among the institutions and programmes are to be included: university 
facilities where academic theology is pursued; seminaries, bible schools and 
diakonia institutions, supported by and accountable to churches; boards, 
committees, study centres and lay academies, and church leaders responsible 
for theological education; congregations and communities and action groups, 
innovative programmes such as theological education by extension. It is 
suggested that these institutions and programmes ask these questions of 
themselves : 


(i) How is theology being done in your context? 
(ii) What ecclesiology informs this process of doing theology? 
(iii) What factors influence your theological reflection? 
(iv) Who are the participants? 
(v) For whose sake and on whose behalf do you do theology? 
(vi) In what ways is the whole Christian community involved in this? 
(vii) How are local and global issues interrelated in...doing theology?... 


Theology by the people is not a mere slogan, or a catchy phrase. It seeks to 
express a commitment and engagement on behalf of and with all God's people and 
the whole believing community in the fundamental task of doing theology that 
releases the power of the gospel in today's world. 


It is not meant to be just a matter of sensitizing and motivating people for 
gospel—based social action. It essentially has the positive goal in the 
discernment of the Holy Spirit in the whole community of the people of God. 
Basic intention is to liberate the hidden gifts, the undiscovered theological 
Charisms, and the treasures of theological wisdom from all of God's people, 
right at their local life situations. 


But, this way of doing theology, implies also a challenge to the powers that 
the traditional and established theological education system wield in shaping 
theology today. Their style of 'lording over' the world today is challenged 
to become a 'serving with' the fundamental doers of theology, the people of 
God. Over against the individualistic, competitive, highly-specialized and 
therefore often irrelevant ways of doing theology, we are seeking alternative 
ways of doing theology which can be inclusive, participatory and wholesome. 
In fact the whole approach seeks not only a new vision of doing theology but 
also the church itself - the church as the whole people of God in mission. 
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d Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 


ily those of the WCC or the partners. 


SHOPTALK 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has published situation 
reports on Lebanon (no. 38, 29 August) and the drought in Mozambique 
(no. 2, 23 August). Both are available to jopnnatiscs on request to 
CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Mozambique report underlines "the dramatic underlying reality: the 
starvation of the hundreds of thousands....Apparently the situation 

is quiet right now, but aggravation is feared towards the end of 1984, 
until springtime 1985." 


+ htt t+ 


Three persons have been named to information/publication posts at the WCC: 


Jean Stromberg, currently a consultant, became secretary for publications 
with the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism for four years from 
1 September. 


Katie Keller, currently a consultant, becomes communications coordinator 
with the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service for 
four years from next 1/7 February. 


Andrea Rivera-Cano, currently executive director of Ecumedia, an inter- 
faith media agency in Los Angeles, becomes communications resource 
officer in the WCC US office in New York for four years from 1 October. 


t++etett 


During the next few issues, EPS will make the transition to word processing. 
Such changes are never without bugs. Please bear with us. We expect the 
end result to be better for all concerned. 


t+ettet 


In EPS 84.08.12, paragraph 7, line 6, delete (conservatives), evangelicals, 
so that the sentence reads: ...such as conservative evangelicals and charis- 
matics. In the last paragraph, “insert LWF General Secretary Carl at the 
beginning of the second sentence. 


BCUTEXT: "WCC Letter to UN on Iran-Iraq War" EPS 84.09.20 


[The following letter, dated 4 September, was delivered to UN Secretary General 
Javier Pérez de Cuellar. It was Signed by World Council of Churches Acting 
General Secretary Arie Brouwer. Copies went also to WCC members in Iran and 
Iraq and the Beirut-based Middle East Council of Churches. ] 


This month the war between Iran and Iraq enters its fifth year. It is a war 
which has claimed an intolerable number of lives and has caused immense human 
suffering and material destruction. Within an already conflict-ridden 
region, this war has further heightened tensions and insecurities. Although 
it threatens to escalate to even greater levels of catastrophe for the world 
community, it shows little signs of resolution in the foreseeable future. 


The World Council of Churches, which has member churches in both countries, 
has followed developments with deep concern and has encouraged the ecumenical 
community of churches to continue in prayer and deed to seek a peaceful 
resolution to this conflict. 


In a Statement on the Middle East, the WCC Sixth Assembly (Vancouver 1983) 
underlined that "the Iran-Iraqi war continues to claim an increasing toll of 
lives and complicates inter-Arab relations". A Statement on Peace and 
Justice of the same Assembly called on governments "to reaffirm their 
commitment to the United Nations Charter, to submit interstate conflicts to 
the Security Council...and to co-operate with it in the pursuit of peaceful 
solutions". 


We commend the efforts of the United Nations, particularly the concrete steps 
taken for the protection of the civilian populations of both sides. ‘The 
discussions and resolutions of the United Nations Security Council have time 
and again raised hopes that the conflict could be ended through diplomatic 
channels. 


In light of the continuing danger this war represents, the World Council of 
Churches wishes to encourage the strengthening and expansion of United Nations 
efforts. We therefore appeal to Your Excellency to pursue all measures and 
initiatives within your means as United Nations Secretary—General for the 
termination of this tragic conflict. To this end we pledge our support and 
prayers. 


Please transmit this message also to the members of the United Nations 
Security Council. 


EPS 
CHURCH MEETING URGED WITH Ecumenical Press 
SA GOVERNMENT ON VIOLENCE Service 84.09.21 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - General Secretary Desmond Tutu of the South African 
Council of Churches has urged that South African government leaders meet with 
church leaders in the wake of violence early this month in the Vaal Triangle 
area of the country. 


In telegrams to Acting State President P.W. Botha and other officials, Tutu 
Said "the country-wide volatile situation is deteriorating desperately, and 
that the authorities meet with the authentic leaders of the black community is 
a critical necessity. This is the time for statesmen." 


Tutu also postponed a scheduled trip to the US and called for an emergency 
meeting of the SACC executive committee and church leaders (6 September). A 
news analysis by London-based Reuter news agency said the "bloody riots in 
South African townships reflect growing anger among blacks over their 
exclusion from political reforms, exacerbated by the impact of a deepening 
recession, political analysts and social scientists said." 


EPS 


TRAQ CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
VISIT WORLD COUNCIL Service 84.09.22 


GENEVA (EPS) - Leaders of four Christian jurisdictions in Iraq, plus two 
representatives of the government ministry of endowments and religious 
affairs, visited the World Council of Churches (9 August) to "express... the 
desire of all Christians and all Iraqis for the establishment of durable and 
just peace between beloved Iraq and our neighbour Iran". 


In a prepared statement, the group asked the council's 303 member 
denominations in more than 100 countries to “exert their effective efforts in 
order to arrive at a just solution and achieve a lasting peace in the interest 
of humanity at large". 


The jurisdictional leaders were Chaldean (Catholic) Patriarch Paul II Shako of 
Babylon, Syrian (Oriental) Orthodox Archbishop Severius Hawa (diocese of 
Baghdad and Basra), Syrian Catholic Archbishop Matti Shabada Matoka (diocese 
of Baghdad), and Armenian (Oriental Orthodox) Bishop Avak Asadourian (diocese 
of Iraq). 


They met with WCC representatives whose areas of concern include international 
affairs, inter-church aid, refugees, and the Middle East. 


The group said the four-year war between Iran and Iraq had "led to great 
losses in innocent lives and caused great destruction to both sides. Failure 
to put an end to this will lead to further victims and more misery, and will 
continue to threaten world peace and security". They said it was their 
judgment the Iraqi government was making sincere efforts to halt the war. 


The visitors said they hoped those connected with the WCC would "exert all 
their energies and efforts to put an end to this tragic war by urging all 
religious institutions to adopt a serious-minded attitude in order to arouse 
the human conscience to understanding the dangers of the continuation of this 
war and its dire consequences, and to exercise for this noble purpose their 
considerable influence with influential international circles....Most of all 
we ask you to pray for peace between Iraq and Iran." 


Roughly three percent of the approximately 14 million Iragis are counted as 
Christians. The figure for the approximately 40 million Iranians is less 
than one percent. 

EPS 


THEOLOGY OF PEACE Ecumenical Press 
SEMINAR CONVENED Service 84.09.23 
BUDAPEST (EPS) - An international seminar, "towards a theology of peace," is 
being jointly convened here (17-22 September) by a Hungarian Reformed Bishop 
K4roly Téth and the churches co-ordinator for the European Nuclear Disarmament 
organization, Stephen Tunnicliffe. 


Described as a "unique initiative," the conveners cite support for it from 
Christian and peace organizations in Europe, the US, and the Third World, and 
list the co-operation of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation, Pax 
Christi Internationalis, Dutch Inter-—Church Peace Council, Action 
Reconciliation Peace Service, Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, European 
Nuclear Disarmament, and Centro Antonio Valdevieso (Managua). Téth is 


president of the Christian Peace Conference. 


EPS 


LIBERIA, INDIA CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
COMMENT ON SITUATIONS THERE Service 84.09.24 


MONROVIA/BANGALORE (Liberia/India) (EPS) - The Liberian Council of Churches 
and the justice and peace commission of the Joint Council of the Church of 
North India, the Church of South India, and the Mar Thoma Church have issued 
separate statements on the unrest in their countries. 


In a letter (21 August) to Liberian Head of State Samuel K. Doe, the LCC asked 
for repeal of a recent decree (88-A) which "can easily be used to plunge the 
nation into a reign of terror." A ban on political activities was lifted 26 
July, but charging a plan to overthrow his government, Doe subsequently 
arrested political opponents, in the wake of which there was a demonstration 
at the university. The LCC says the "recent developments in our 
country...have suddently plunged the nation into a state of tension and 
unrest." 


The current government came to power ina coup 12 April 1980. The LCC said 
the Interim National Assembly should be a "neutral body...to guarantee an 
impartial transition" to democratic government. "But we see that some members 
of the assembly are identifying themselves with political parties. This isa 
conflict of interests, and is a contributing factor to the problems today," 
the council letter adds. 


The church representatives also speak of "fear, distrust, and confusion" among 
Liberians, and add that they are “vehemently opposed to arbitrary arrests, 
mysterious disppearances and extra-judicial trials, because they are inimical 
to the atmosphere of peace for which you have asked us to pray....None of us," 
they continue, "...is able to assess the damage that can come from the 
constant intimidation and an atmosphere of tension which is so prevalent in 
Liberia now." 


The LCC letter is signed by Anglican Archbishop George Browne, Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Michael Francis, Methodist Bishop Arthur Kulah, Lutheran Bishop 
Ronald Diggs, Presbyterian Moderator James Holder, and Baptist President 
Jeremiah Walker. 


The Indian statement calls on the government to withdraw the army from the 
Punjab and to use more cautiously the National Security Act as part of efforts 
to achieve reconciliation in the Punjab, which has experienced violence in 
recent weeks in connection with demands by Sikhs for autonomy. 


The church representatives urged Sikhs in India and overseas to respond 
positively to government proposals for further dialogue, and it called for the 
preservation of the sanctity of places of worship by all religious 
communities. The council invited generous church contributions towards the 
restoration of the Sikh Golden Temple, heavily damaged when Indian troops 
entered it to expel militant Sikhs. 


EPS 


VATICAN SPEAKS ON LIBERATION Ecumenical Press 
THROLOGY, SUMMONS THEOLOGIAN Service 84.09.25 


ROME (EPS) - The Vatican has issued a long awaited "instruction on certain 
aspects of liberation theology." The 11,000-word document says atheistic 
elements in Marxism result in "terrible contradictions" when one tries to 
combine them with Christian theology. 


Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger told a news conference that he hopes the document 
will free church thinking on social justice "from doctrines...that impede real 
reform because they tend to lead to a totalitarian system." Liberation 
theologians sometimes use elements of Marxist analysis in suggesting a 
Christian response to social injustice. 


The statement was issued just before the beginning of a Vatican meeting with 
Brazilian Franciscan theologian Leonardo Boff (7 September) to discuss his 
theological views. Ratzinger said the timing of the statement was 
coincidental, and that Boff was not on trial. As the rules for such meetings 
allow, Boff has named another person - a Brazilian bishop-theologian - to be 
with him during the sessions. | 


Ratzinger said the statement was not a rejection of those who work with and 
for the poor, nor approval of those who keep the poor in misery. It refers to 
"the seizure of the vast majority of the wealth by an oligarchy bereft of 
social consciousness...military dictators making a mockery of elementary human 
rights, and the savage practices of some foreign capital interests" as 
"factors which nourish a passion for revolt" in Latin America and elsewhere. 


Boff is considered one of the foremost exponents of liberation theology. He 
has written 32 books, and has served as an adviser to the conference of 
Brazilian Roman Catholic bishops. Speaking to journalists on his arrival 
here, Boff said he hopes "this dialogue is fruitful for both sides, to clarify 
the way in which we practice liberation theology and operate in the churc “ 
Asked what he would do if he were forbidden to teach as an official Roman 
Catholic theologian, he said he would act "like a good Christian." He 
declined to be more specific. 


In Brazil, the Human Rights Defence Centre in Rio de Janeiro has begun an 
effort to support Boff. It includes gathering petitions and letters in 
support. Principal Walter Altmann of the Sao Leopoldo seminary of the 
Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil is among those who signed 
a support petition. He said he hoped Boff's work could be "recognised 
universally as genuine and relevant for Christian life in Latin America." 


London-based Reuter news agency reported that the Vatican document was 
welcomed by Roman Catholic leaders in Colombia and Ecuador, and that the 
conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Brazil said it would distribute copies 
of it throughout the country to make people aware of its contents. 


EPS 


SWEDISH CHURCH PONDERS Ecumenical Press 
BAPTISM FOR MEMBERSHIP Service 84.09.26 


[This item is adapted from one in Geneva-based Lutheran World Information. ] 


UPPSALA (Sweden) (EPS) - "The present practice in the Church of Sweden that 
you are born into the church if one of your parents is a member is wrong. 
Baptism should be the basis for membership in the church." This comment by 
the Swedish Archbishop Bertil Werkstrém in an interview with the Swedish daily 
Svenska Dagbladet would probably be regarded as completely natural in other 
churches and countries. 


But in Sweden, Werkstrém's statement has been received as nothing short of a 
bombshell. The fact that the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden [SK] has more than 
half-a-million non-baptized members is something of an open secret in Sweden, 
and an issue that is often carefully avoided because of the sensitivity 
surrounding it. 


Changing the present practice would mean a dramatic change in the SK's 
state-church and "folk church" structure. The traditional role of the 
Swedish church as a church for all Swedes would, if baptism becomes a 
requirement for membership, mean the transformation into a church almost on 
equal footing with so-called "free churches" here. Werkstrém's comment came 
under strong fire from those opposing such a change. 


"It is surprising that the archbishop brings up the matter of separation 
between church and state now", said Karl Boo, former minister of church 
affairs. "This will divide the church instead of unite it". Boo said the 
SK's recently-adopted new structure, agreed upon by a broad coalition, must 
continue to guarantee an open folk church available to the whole population. 


The whole question of baptism and membership in the Church of Sweden has been 
under study since March 1983 by a special committee. It is to report its 
findings and recommendations at the end of this year; it is still unclear in 
What direction these recommendations will go. According to Swedish press 
reports, the archbishop has the strong backing of his fellow bishops. But it 
will be the newly-constituted church assembly that finally decides the 

matter. Its members are selected in a general election. 


The more than 500,000 persons who are now non-baptized members constitute a 
problem if it is decided to require baptism as the basis for church member- 
ship. "There will have to be transitional rules so that no one will be shut 
out of the church", Werkstrém said. "I personally can see the possibility 
that these people, if they do not want to become baptized, may remain members 
until they die." 


Besides the options of the status quo or membership by baptism, some have 
proposed a model which would make baptism the usual criterion for membership, 
but would allow an exceptional membership category for non-baptized persons. 


The Swedish government has adopted a very cautious position after the 
archbishop's statement. "We do not want to make any comments now", said 
Soren Ekstrdém, special adviser on church matters to the minister of church 
affairs. "“We will await with interest the recommendation of the church's 
Own committee. When they have made their report public and when the church 
assembly has decided upon it, we will deal with the matter. If the Church of 
Sweden decides to change the rules of membership, we will have to bring the 
issue to the parliament." 


EPS 


UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA: Ecumenical Press 
'NOT A ONE-ISSUE CHURCH' Service 84.09.27 


MORDEN (Manitoba/Canada) (EPS/Mike Milne*) - Retiring United Church of 
Canada Moderator Clarke MacDonald opened a UCC general council that was 
fraught with anxiety and potentially divided over the issue of ordination of 
self-declared homosexuals, by warning delegates that "we are not a one-issue 
church". 


The 37l-member council, meeting 6-17 August in this small rural town, proved 
him right, dealing carefully though inconclusively with the ordination issue 
and also addressing pressing issues of apartheid, peace, Central America, 
sexism, and theology. 


A committed ecumenist, Robert Smith, of Vancouver, was elected and installed 
as a moderator. He pledged himself to improving what he calls the "ragged" 
state of ecumenical work in Canada, where some regions have good programmes 
and others none. Smith was a delegate to the Sixth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches in Vancouver last year and was recently named to the WCC 
faith and order commission. He denied the united church was divided, but 
said it was "in the process of giving birth: that includes pain and elements 
of danger, but it also includes promise of new life". 


The council, with some pain, rejected a resolution which would have opened the 
doors to homosexual candidates for ordination, but decided to study the 
contentious issue further and, for the next four years at least, not to ask 
candidates or ministers about their sexual orientation. However, lengthy 
debates on the matter and on a human sexuality report (which asserts all human 
beings are "made in the image of God regardless of their sexual orientation") 
stole time from international affairs, world peace, and other concerns. An 
extensive programme of theological reflections, based on the theme, “the 
saving significance of Jesus Christ for our time" - the first phase of the 
six-year "confessing our faith programme - was built into the council's busy 
schedule. 


The council declared apartheid, the South African policy of racial separation 
with white supremacy "...in its persistent disobedience to the word of God, a 
theological heresy". Delegates also vowed to "renew our struggle against 
racism", to seek material and financial support for anti-apartheid groups and 
"moral and humanitarian support" for liberation movements like the ANC and 
Swapo. Canada's government was urged to launch sanctions against South 
Africa and its main trading partners were asked to halt trade with it. 


In the South American arena, US intervention in the region was condemned, and 
the Canadian government was asked to open an embassy in Nicaragua and extend 
government credit beyond 18 million Canadian dollars already in place. 


Support was pledged for the Canadian Council of Churches' work in building 
ecumenical and inter-faith dialogue on the Middle East. 


The council's message committee concluded: "on the one hand, we wanted to 
reach out to a world of injustice and nuclear peril. On the other hand, much 
of our time was spent on our own institutional concerns. Asa council we 
experienced a oneness as the people of God in our confessions of faith, music, 
humour and play. On the other hand, we shared the pain of those who feel 
excluded." 

EPS 


*Milne writes for "United Church Observer" magazine. 


JS NCC rebukes Reagan on prayer remark EPS .84.09. 28 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The [US] National Council of Churches says US President 

Ronald Reagan should not have called Opponents of organised prayer in 
state-run schools "intolerant." Reagan made the remark last month. NCC 
General Secretary Claire Randall said "to brand as intolerant of religion 
those with sincerly-held, theologically-based religious opposition to school 
prayer...falls short of the standard of tolerance for the beliefs of others 
which must undergird religious freedom in a diverse society." Also reacting 
negatively to Reagan's remark was President Theodore Mann of the American 
Jewish Congress. 


Church blamed for US court decision against ay rights EPS 84.09.29 
NEW YORK (EPS) - Religious News Service, based here, reports that "gay rights 
groups within religious denominations have blamed their churches for a federal 
appeals court ruling that homosexuals have no constituional right to 

privacy." The RNS report quotes leaders of Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and 
Anglican gay caucuses. 


Ex priests, nuns propose "Ecumenical Catholic Diocese" EPS 84.09.30 
CHICAGO (EPS) - New York-based Religious News Service reports (20 August) a 
proposal by a group of former Roman Catholic priests and nuns to create an 
"Ecumenical Catholic Diocese of America" which would "create a national 
Catholic organization that...would provide religious roles in society" for 
them. Bishops for the group are to be consecrated in the course of the coming 
year, beginning in New York in November on the anniversary of the birth of 
1éth-century German church reformer Martin Luther. 


Caribbean evangelism congress planned EPS 84.09.31 
EPS KINGSTON (Jamaica) (EPS) - Conecar '84 (Congress for the Evangelisation of 
the Caribbean) is scheduled for 17-24 September at the University of the West 
Indies, here. About 700 participants from the region (and south Florida 
congregations with a West Indian membership) are expected. Chief sponsor was 
the Evangelical Association of the Caribbean, a group with links to the 1974 
world evangelization conference in Lausanne (Switzerland). 


"User-friendly" Bible marketed in US EPS 84.09.32 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - The International Herald Tribune reports from here that 
Tyndale House Publishers and Christian Broadcasting Network are spending 5 
million US dollars on a publicity campaign for a "user-friendly" Bible called 
"The Book". Jeff Jarrett, CBN director of new market development, says polls 
indicate "the main reason" 150 million adult Americans read the Bible less 
than once a month, or not at all, is that they don't understand it and "feel 
that it is an old, irrelevant, dull book. And also they don't want to be 
associated with Bible readers, who are viewed as dull, boring fanatics who 
don't go any place....We tried to come up with a user-friendly Bible that's 
not intimidating." It sells for 9.95 US dollars. 


Australian committee suggests ecumenical hymns EPS 84.09.33 
SYDNEY (EPS) - The [Australian] National Ecumenical Church Music Committee has 
prepared a list of 85 hymns suitable for use at ecumenical services. 


WCRP call for summit EPS 84.09.34 
NAIROBI (EPS) - The assembly of the World Conference on Religion and Peace 

(EPS 84.09.05) urged the superpowers to "meet as soon as possible under the 
leadership of the UN secretary general to lessen east-west tensions, take 

steps towards nuclear disarmament and express their determination to achieve 
complete disarmament within a specific time." 


EPS 


Social issues on American Lutheran agenda EPS 84.09.35 
MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - The church and society office of the American Lutheran 
Church, based here, is to give special attention to pornography, couples 

living together before marriage, feeding the hungry with US-produced food, 
beginnings of new life, and family violence during the coming year. The 
office's standing committee approved the priorities (17-18 August). Three 
office statements are to go to the ALC convention for action next month - 
"human law and the conscience of believers," "visions of an inclusive church," 
and "gambling and the public good”. 


TV poll of English Anglican bishops criticized . EPS 84.09.36 
YORK (England UK) (EPS) — John Habgood, Anglican archbishop of York, has 
harshly criticized a poll conducted by a television programme which reported 
that roughly half the diocesan bishops of the [Anglican] Church of England 
hold doctrinal views which have been criticised as unorthodox. Writing in his 
diocesan newsletter, Habgood said "the doctrines of the incarnation and the 
resurrection are not in doubt among the leadership of the church. There is, 
however, a liberty of interpretation about the precise way in which they are 
historically grounded." He called the poll "highly subjective and... 
ludicrously oversimple". 


Indonesia assures PNG on refugees EPS 84.09.37 
JAKARTA (EPS) - The Associated Press news agency reports from here that 
Indonesia has reassured Papua New Guinea that Indonesians from Irian Jaya 
province who crossed the border into PNG this year will be given safe conduct 
if they return home. Indonesian Foreign Minister Mochtar Kusumaatmadja said 
the Indnesian assurances were given during several meetings between 
representatives of the two countries to discuss the situation, which has 
prompted an international church appeal for assistance (EPS 84.09.16). 


Nicaraguan delegation to Vatican reported EPS 84.09.38 
MANAGUA (EPS) - The Nicaraguan government reportedly planned to send a 
delegation, including two cabinet members, to meet with Vatican officials (6 
September) to discuss points at issue between them, including Vatican 
opposition to priests holding public office. Three priests are cabinet 
ministers and a fourth is Nicaragua's ambassador to the Organization of 
American States. The Vatican reportedly set a deadline of the end of last 
month for the priests to leave office. 


Floods li r ts protest EPS 84.09.39 
PORTO ALEGRE (Brazil) vase — In the wake of five floods which have hit 


southern Brazil since May of last year, regional Methodist, Lutheran, and 
Anglican leaders have criticized government housing and forest-management 
policies which, they say in a joint document, aggravates the situation and 
cause additional suffering for the "weak, minority, and marginalized people." 


Swiss booklet on sects EPS 84.09.40 
BERNE (Switzerland) - The Federation of Protestant [Reformed and Methodist] 
Churches of Switzerland has published a new edition of a booklet describing 
seven "sects" active in the country. It includes advice to relatives and 
friends of young people who join the groups. Prepared by an ecumenical group 
with Roman Catholic participation, it covers the Hare Krishna group, Divine 
Light Mission, Bhagwan Movement, Transcendental Meditation, Unification 

Church, Church of Scientology, and Children of God. 


EPS 


ANGLICAN/ORTHODOX GROUP Ecumenical Press 
REPORTS ON EIGHT YEARS Service 84.09.41 


DUBLIN (EPS) - Members of the Anglican/Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Commission 
have announced a new agreement after eight years of work. This follows their 
previous agreed statement (Moscow, 1976) and was achieved despite major 
difficulties, still unresolved, because of the ordination of female Anglican 
priests in Hong Kong, Canada, New Zealand, US, Kenya, and Uganda. 


The commission is made up of Anglican and Eastern Orthodox theologians and 
bishops from 20 countries. Its new statement documents agreements on the 
church, the Trinity, prayer, holiness, and tradition. It puts special 
emphasis on prayer and its consequences for Christian life. 


In particular, it explores the nature of the wider leadership of the church, 
asking for clarification of recent statements about universal primacy made in 
the final report of the Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission; 
clarifies further the precise areas of doctrinal disagreement and agreement in 
relation to the "filioque clause" in the Nicene Creed and suggests ways in 
which differences concerning it might eventually be reconciled. (The clause, 
generally used in Western but not generally in Eastern Christianit , affirms 
that the Holy Spirit "proceeds" also "from the Son" as well as from God the 
Father); sees participation in the grace of the Holy Trinity as the source of 
Christian prayer and worship; sets out agreed positions on icons (religious 
images), prayers for the departed and the invocation of saints. 


EPS 
ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE Ecumenical Press 
ANNOUNCES 1985 PLANS Service 84.09.42 


GENEVA (EPS) - The Ecumenical Institute, based at the Chateau de Bossey, near 
here, has announced four seminars and a course for theological students next 
year. This is in addition to the second part of the 33rd and the first part 
of the 34th session of its Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies. The 
institute is part of the World Council of Churches, based here. 


The seminars, dates, and intended participants are: 

- "The Other Side of 1984: towards a new Christian approach to modern 
culture," 21-28 March, for philosphers, scientists, and theologians. 

~ "Orthodox theology and spirituality," 1-14 April, for students, 
theologians, and lay people. 

- "Convergence in theology and congregational renewal," 14-24 May, for 
pastors, church leaders and teachers of theology. 

- "Justice, peace and the integrity of the creation: the role of young 
people," 2-12 July, for young people. 


The course, "the ecumenical dimension of theology today," is scheduled for 
6-18 August. 


The conclusion of the 33rd session of the graduate school, on "faith and 
Christian discipleship today," is in January and February. The 34th session 
begins 15 October 1985. Its theme is "gospel and culture." 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: "Armenia and the World Council of Churches" EPS 84.09.43 


[This item is excerpted from the introduction to the 1984/1 
"Background Information " of the WCC Commission of the Churches 

on International Affairs. Titled "Armenia: the Continuing 
Tragedy", it includes 10 parts: "The Origins", "The Armenian 
Genocide", "A Contested Culpability", "The Losers of History", 

"The Soviet Republic of Armenia", "The Armenian Diaspora", "Role 

of the Church", "International Attitudes", "Claims of the Armenian 
People", and "Ecumenical Responsibility". Its seven appendices 
include a chronological table, the 1983 WCC assembly "minute on the 
Armenian genocide" [EPS 83.10.21], a description of the three 
Armenian WCC member denominations, and texts from the treaties of 
Saévres [1920], and Lausanne [1923], the UN genocide convention [1948], 
and a CCIA presentation on the Armenian situation to the UN human 
rights commission [1979]. The booklet is available to journalists 
on request to CCIA, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 10.  Koshy is CCIA director. ] 


At the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, it was in the context 
of discussions on human rights that the issue of genocide and in particular 
that of the Armenian genocide was raised. To some it might have appeared 
that a thing of the past was unnecessarily being dragged into the present. 
But the fact is that the Armenian genocide has serious current implications 
for the Armenian people and the international community. | The Assembly 
recognized this in adopting the minute on the subject and stated "The silence 
of the world community and deliberate efforts to deny even historical facts 
have been consistent sources of anguish and growing despair to the Armenian 
people, the Armenian churches and many others." 


In a way the Armenian churches have a special claim on the World Council of 
Churches. As the Armenian churches uniquely represent the Armenian people, 
their membership in the WCC provides them with one major international forum 
for the Armenian people. Their concerns therefore need to be especially 
recognized by the ecumenical movement and all efforts should be made to 
mobilize intermational support for their legitimate concerns. Even though 
the Armenian churches have played a significant role in the ecumenical 
movement, their history and their special plight are not widely known among 
the churches. Their witness as churches is all the more significant when one 
considers what suffering the Armenian people have gone through.... 


As the Assembly stated there are current threats of genocide to some 

peoples. Even during the post-Second World War period peoples and 
communities have been exterminated. Ethnic minorities face extinction in 
many parts of the world. Struggles for self-determination of people are 
violently suppressed and systematic destruction of people is often the 

result. Prolonged neglect and denial of rights of minorities have led to 
violent conflicts in many nations and the potential for such conflicts is 
increasing in many others. Major powers calculating their geopolitical 
interests and their security needs do not hesitate to sacrifice the legitimate 
rights of nationalities. The Armenian genocide is a poignant reminder of all 
these, but also of the responsibility of the international community to pursue 
relentlessly efforts for resolution of conflicts in a peaceful manner which 
ensures justice.... 


The issue has to be brought again into the agenda of the international 
community. This can be done meaningfully only by an acknowledgement of the 
Armenian genocide by the international community and the Turkish 
authorities. | Such an acknowledgement may then lead to a dialogue.... 
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ECUVIEW/Masamba ma Mpola: “What is Family Education?" EPS 84.09.44 


[This item is excerpted from the "Education Newsletter" of the World Council 
of Churches. Masamba is executive secretary of the WCC family education 
office. ] 


It is not easy to define a concept which is in itself the core of human 
relationships, influenced by economics, production patterns, laws, political 
theories and praxis and psychological and educational conditioning. Laycock 
sees education for responsible sexuality as part of family-life education and 
thus provides the following broad aim of family-life and sex education: 


"to develop emotionally-stable children and adolescents who feel sufficiently 
secure and adequate to make decisions without being carried away by emotions; 
to provide sound knowledge not only of the psychological and sociological 
aspects, so that sexual experience will be viewed as a part of the total 
personality of the individual; and to develop attitudes and standards which 
will ensure that young people and adults will determine their sexual and other 
conduct by considering its long-range effects on their own personal 
development, the highest good of other individuals and the welfare of society 
as a whole." 


"Development" and "provision" are key words. Even though they provide a wide 
Scope, they limit the process of education by reducing adolescents to passive 
learners. 


The working definition provided by the World Confederation of Organizations of 
the Teaching Profession, the International Planned Parenthood Federation of 
Teachers meeting at Bolgatanga, Ghana (1976) is wider, more inclusive, dynamic 
and participatory: 


"Family-life education is the systematic attempt to promote a better quality 
of life through responsible decision-making and improved understanding of 
human relationships and family roles." 


Family life education is not only concerned with the transmission of knowledge 
regarding biological facts of life, from teachers to pupils, it is rather an 
attempt, a life-long process, whereby the learners (children, youth, adults, 
the aging, women and men) enter into dynamic interaction with the realities of 
life in order to discover and affirm the meaning of life and the importance of 
life lived in the context of family relationships. 


Life and family relationships are at the centre of family-life education. 

Life in its physical, metaphysical, social, communal, individual, economic and 
emotional components is affirmed. The enemies of life, exploitation, 
discrimination, poverty, exclusion from community and decision-making bodies, 
emptiness of meaning, etc. constitute some of the subjects of education which 
must be understood in order to free families and individuals from oppression. 


Family-life education enables people to learn how to evaluate continually 
their skills and priorities in response to the following three main 
questions: what do we need as families in order to live better, individually 
and in co-operation with others in the community? What are the life—and- 
death issues present in our community and our world? How do they affect 
family life and how can we participate in bringing about positive change? 


(more) 


family education/2 


The emergence of different ways of living-out the experience of human and 
family relationships is rooted in the search for fulfilment, growth and integ- 
rity of the self within the context of community. This calls for new methods 
of learning how to achieve one's goals in developing humanizing relationships. 


Family education is, therefore, a process of enabling people to learn about 
the realities of their own families and systems. Supported by family 
counselling, therapy and enrichment, family education helps families to learn 
how to discover psycho-social, cultural, religious and political realities. 


Here are some goals of family education: (a) development of responsible 
attitudes towards marriage, child-rearing, membership in the family; 

(b) establishment of satisfying and just human relationships, both within the 
family and the community; (c) building of skills in decision-making, social 
analysis and the exercise of choice in matters relating both directly and 
indirectly to family life. 


The content of family education includes: (a) health: of the mother and child, 
physiology, sexuality, reproduction, family hygiene, family planning, 
planning, population education, nutrition, environmental health, etc. (b) 
psycho-logical/relational: communication abilities and relationships between 
wife and husband, children and parents and extended family members, develop- 
ment. of sexuality and personality, etc. (c) social: formation of identity, 
role of women, changing family structures, integration of children, old 
persons and disabled persons, etc. (a) civic/economic: contribution of 
families to community life, role of families in social change, family 
budgeting, etc. (e) welfare: effective use of time, relationship of family to 
working patterns, etc. (£) legal: family policy—laws regarding age of 
marriage, divorce, polygamy, prostitution, inheritance, etc. 


Since 1963 more than 10,000 volunteers have been trained in family—-life 
education in workshops and leadership training seminars organized by partner 
agencies of the WCC Office of Family Education. Most of them now assist 
churches and communities in setting-up and carrying-out family-life prog- 
rammes. In 1981 15,630 family members were counselled in Ghana and India, 
and 12,103 married women provided with contraceptives or information on 
methods of natural birth control, although few family counselling and health 
clinics exist in these two countries. During the same period, 61,086 return 
visits were made to discuss nutrition and family-health education. A decline 
of 89.5% in child mortality rates was noted among families using the services. 
Family planning workers have noted the growing desire of women in their cons- 
tituencies to limit their families to four children. In Ghana, 172 of all 
contraceptive users avail themselves of services provided by the Committee on 
Christian Marriage and Family Life of the Christian Council of Ghana. Another 
phenomenon observed between 1979 and 1982 in Ghana and India is the 3% 
decrease of women aged 15-19 who are married. 


Funds provided through the World Council of Churches Family Education Prog- 
ramme to more than 20 family education programmes in developing countries have 
helped build awareness of the importance of family education and encouraged 
families to act on their own behalf. These families have started to see the 
far-reaching implications of population increase and family health questions. 


Consultations are held on subjects such as sexual identity, pastoral care of 
people confronted with abortion, family education in relation to social 
change, organization of church programmes for and with families to improve 
their capacities to address the needs of children, adolescents and single 
parents. Such consultations both accentuate the need for training leaders in 
family education and are themselves a first step in such education for some of 
the participants. 
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SHOPTALK 


Copies of the full text of the 1984 WCC anti-racism grants list (EPS 84.09. 
44-46) are available to journalists on request to PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20 
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In connection with the Churches Drought Action in Africa appeal, the WCC 
inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has released consultants'reports 

on Ethiopia, Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland (by Bridget Walker, 10 
September) and on Zambia (by Desta Mogus, 13 September). They are 
available to journalists on request to CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 
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1984 WCC RACISM GRANTS: Ecumenical Press 
43 GROUPS GET US$ 400T Service 84.09.44 


GENEVA (EPS) - Forty-three groups in Africa, Asia, Australia/Pacific, Europe, 
and North America are sharing 400,000 US dollars in grants this year from the 
World Council of Churches Special Fund to Combat Racism. 


As in the past, the bulk of the money goes to southern African organisations 
opposed to white-minority rule in South Africa and Namibia: Swapo (100,000), 
Pan Africanist Congress (30,000), and African National Congress (70,000). All 
told, 332,000 goes to "groups of the racially oppressed," with the rest to 17 


“support groups." 


Money for the fund comes from designated contributions by WCC member 
denominations, local congregations, councils of Churches, church agencies, 
anti-racism groups, and governments. Including this year's grants, 6,110,500 
US dollars have been distributed, an average of 407,366 a year. In the last 
three years, grants totalled 587,000 (1981), 489,500 (1982), and 446,000 
(1983). Grants are roughly equal to contributions to the fund in a given 
year. 


The 1984 grants were approved last July by the WCC executive committee, but 
details were not announced until 26 September to allow for official 
notification of the 303 WCC member denominations. Among criteria for the 
grants (EPS 84.09.59) are that the "purpose of the organizations not be in 
conflict with the general purposes of the WCC," and that the money be for 
“humanitarian activities." Grants are made "without control of the manner in 
which they are spent." 


This year's grant to the ANC is for "information and publicity work...as well 
as for the ongoing work in the refugee camps in Zambia such as agricultural 
projects and vocational training projects." The PAC grant is for 
“continuation of its information work...further development of the Bagayamo 
Refugee Transit Centre, assistance to the numerous PAC members who have been 
released after completing their long sentences...legal aid for those facing 
political trials in South Africa, [and] material assistance to the needy 
community of refugees at various transit or resettlement centres in South 
Africa." 


The Swapo grant is for "legal aid for the defence of all those who will be 
committed for trial, to provide humanitarian aid in form of relief to 
dependents and families of all those who have lost their lives or have been 
arrested, imprisoned, detained, or have disappeared; and to continue its 
publicity and information work," all in connection with efforts to gain 
independence from South Africa for Namibia. 


Groups on other continents received grants as follows: Asia, three groups, 
20,000 US dollars; Australia/Pacific, eight, 46,000; Europe, 16, 56, 000; North 
America, 13, 78,000. Sixteen of the groups are receiving grants for the first 
time. 


Over the years, some grants have prompted some criticism, notably the 1978 
grant of 85,000 US dollars to the Patriotic Front, then struggling against the 
government in Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia). One of its leaders, Robert Mugabe, 
has been the country's prime minister since independence in 1980. 
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ANTI-RACISM GRANTS FOR Ecumenical Press 
EUROPE, NORTH AMERICA Service 84.09.45 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches Special Fund to Combat Racism has 
made 134,000 US dollars in grants to 29 groups in Canada, US, and eight 
western European countries. They were announced (26 September) at WCC 
headquarters here (EPS 84.09.44). 


Seven of the groups are receiving WCC anti-racism grants for the first time: 
- Central Council of German Sinti and Roma, 8,000, to help its efforts to 
"gain public recognition of the Sinti and Roma as an ethnic minority with its 
own culture and language" in connection with prejudices in Federal [West] 

Germany against Gypsies. 

— Innu National Council, 6,000, to "help them in their task of continuing 
the struggle to obtain implementation of international instruments of the 
rights of the Innu people to restart their interrupted history, halt the 
advance of European colonialisation of their land, to unconditional 
decolonisation and the liberation of the Innu people from racist and colonial 
domination" in Canada 

- Nova Scotia Native Women's Association, 5,000, for its “awareness 
program...to sensitize the Canadian public and government on the problems of 
the Native micmac women, and to promote interest of their people in Nova 
Scotia," a Canadian province. 

— Inuit Circumpolar Conference, 10,000, to help it represent the "interests 
of the native people of Alaska with regard to US and Canadian government 
policies." 

—- National Anti-Klan Network, 5,000, to help it "maximise its impact against 
racial terrorism" in the US. 

- United League of Holmes County, 5,000, to help it "continue to build... 
action committees" to combat "discrimination and oppression" in Holmes County 
in the US state of Mississippi. 

— Canadians Concerned about Southern Africa, 2,000, to help it "continue its 
information work." 

— Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement, 3,000, to help it "inform people of Wales 
and elsewhere about apartheid and what it means to the people in South 
Africa,...campaign for international action to help bring the system of 
apartheid to an end,...[and] cooperate with and support southern African 
organisations campaiging against apartheid. 

— Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights under Law, 4,000, to help it "finance 
the defense of political prisoners...aid affirmative legal challenges to 
apartheid, and...make available to attorneys in South Africa a range of 
technical assistance." (The committee is US-based.) 


Other "groups of the racially oppressed" on the two continents receiving WCC 
anti-racism money this year are IAF, a group concerned about bi-national 
families subject to "racism and xenophobia" in Federal [West ] Germany, 4,000; 
Association of Immigrant Haitian Workers in France, 4,000; General Union of 
Senegalese Workers in France, 4,000; Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants [in the UK], 4,000; Southall Rights, a legal services and general 
information center in a part of London "where racism is on the increase," 
4,000; Kaska Dene Council, a native Canadian group, 6,000; Asian Pacific 
American Legal Center of Southern California, 5,000; International Indian 
Treaty Council, a group seeking recognition of US Indians rights, 5,000; Ogala 
Lakota Legal Rights Fund, a group to "support native American religious 
freedom," 5,000. Eleven other "support groups," in Austria, Belgium (3), FRG, 
France, Ireland, Switzerland (2), and US (2), were also aided. 
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ANTI-—RACISM GRANTS GO TO Ecumenical Press 
ASIA, AUSTRALIA/PACIFIC Service 84.09.46 


GENEVA (EPS) - Eleven groups in Japan, Australia, Philippines, New Caledonia, 
and Papua New Guinea are sharing 66,000 US dollars in grants this year from 
the World Council of Churches Special Fund to Combat Racism. The grants were 
announced (26 September) at WCC headquarters here (EPS 84.09.44). 


Seven of the groups are receiving grants for the first time: 

- Research Action Institute for Koreans in Japan, 10,000 for its work of 
“achieving human rights for Koreans living in Japan." 

- Jitapurru Community School (part of the Wangkat junka Community of 
Australian Aborigines), 4,000 to "help the school overcome its initial 
difficulties until adequate government assistance will be forthcoming." 

— Tangentyere Women's Council (part of the Tangentyere Council established 
by the Australian Aborigines living in “fringe camps" around Alice Springs), 
4,000, to help strengthen council activities such as “inter-state meetings and 
conferences, the production of literature, recording of traditionaal 
information and similar activities which thegovernment considers...political." 

- Townsville Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Corporation for 
Christians, 4,000, to help with efforts to gather and share "information on 
cultural, historical, social, and political issues" related to anti-Aborigine 
"racism...flourishing and fostered by the state government" of Queensland 
(Australia). 

- PNG-Aboriginal and Islanders Cultural Society, 4,000, to aid its "fight 
against human injustice and racial discrimination in Papua New Guinea, 
Australia, and the South Pacific." 

- African Liberation Trust Fund, 4,000, to “develop a very needed effective 
counter—information" to a "propaganda barrage" by South Africa which is 
“confusing Australians and winning some of them to the support of apartheid." 

- Program for Minority Concerns of the National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines, 5,000, to support an NCCP-Institute of Islamic Studies research 
project involving Muslims in metropolitan Manila, in order to “establish 
concrete cooperation between Muslim and Christian communities in the fields of 
health, education and other social services; to protect Muslim lifeways 
practised in predominantly Christian settings; and to identify problem areas 
of Muslims by understanding their migration patterns." 


The other groups receiving grants are the Aboriginal and Islander Development 
Fund and Kimberley Land Council in Australia (9,000 each), Independence Front 
of New Calidonia (8,000), and the Japan Anti-Apartheid Committee (5,000). The 
grant to the fund is for its "self-help community projects," that to the 
council for efforts to encourage Aborigine women to "become more actively 
involved in its affairs," that to the front for its efforts to end "French 
colonial rule," and that to the committee for its efforts to "pressure 
---Japanese government and business to sever...links with South Africa." 
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Luther bust arrives at WCC EPS 84.09.47 
GENEVA (EPS) - Gerald Gdtting, deputy moderator of the GDR state council, 
handed over a bust of 16th century church reformer Martin Luther to the World 
Council of Churches at its headquarters here (13 September). GDR head of 

state Erich Honecker gave WCC General Secretary Philip Potter a certificate 

for the bust, sculpted by Wilfried Fitzenreiter, during celebrations in the 
GDR last November of the 500th anniversary of Luther's birth. 
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TECHNOLOGY, WORK, CHANGE Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERED AT CONFERENCE Service 84.09.48 


GLASGOW (EPS) - About 40 participants - from church, government, industry, 
labour, and education from Britain and other parts of the world - spent a week 
(10-14 September) at Glasgow University here considering issues related to 
technology, employment, and rapid social change. Their workshop was sponsored 
by parts of the World Council of Churches and the [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] 
Church of Scotland. 


At week's end, the four sub-groups submitted a variety of reflections and 
recommendations on “industries in decline," "the impact of microelectronics," 
"youth, education, and training," and "international aspects." 


The location for the meeting was an example of some of the issues on the 
workshop agenda. WCC Church and Society Director David Gosling noted that "on 
the one hand, employment in the shipyards, steelworks and other traditional 
Scottish industries has been declining for many years, and in the Glasgow 
region, at least one worker in five faces long-term unemployment. On the 
other hand...there are many new job opportunities in microelectronics and the 
service sector." 


Gosling suggested that Glasgow "may...well turn out to be a microcosm of the 
present and future of industrial society in Europe and North America." The 
group's programme included trips to places — among them a new computer 
assembly plant and an inner-city congregation with a variety of projects meant 
to respond to needs of the unemployed - related to issues on the agenda. 


A recurring theme among participants was the need to find fresh approaches. 
Questions of more flexibility in working hours (including more possibility for 
part-time employment), or of a greater role for what is referred to as the 
"informal" or "black" economy as an alternative to a rigid formal economy 
dominated by large labour and business actors were posed. Many suggested that 
the church (with what one participant described as "honourable exceptions") 
had not done too well in responding, theologically, pastorally, or 
prohetically. 


The written contributions from the sub-groups dealt both with perceived 
problems and with proposed "opportunities and strategies. "One described 
aspects of the impact of microelectronics (political, cultural, global, 
social, economic) including "deskilling" in which the human role in work with 
sophisticated machines becomes more and more machine-like itself. 


The group went on to challenge various assumptions (technological, economic, 
and social) "expressed implicitly or explicitly in the media, advertising, or 
in government reports " and suggested that there was currently an "idolising 
of new technology. Forgetting God, something within the creation is treated 
as if it were Creator, and assumed to have a life of its own, an irresistible 
force. Means become ends, and trust and hope are invested in them. Answers 
are sought from technology....Even the Churches may collude in this idolatry." 


With a different emphasis, another group observed that "high technology 
industries, when developed properly" can bring a variety of benefits. "What 
must be developed," it suggested, "is a way in which this type of operation 
could be based on a mutually-supported and just system which avoids 
exploitation." 


A second workshop, with a Third World location and focus, is projected for 
next year. 
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CHURCH LEADER DETAINED, Ecumenical Press 
RELEASED IN SRI LANKA Service 84.09.49 


GENEVA (EPS) - Annathaie Abayasekera, a member of the executive committee of 
the World Council of Churches, based here, was arrested in Sri Lanka (4 
September), along with her husband Jeffrey. Two weeks later, they were freed. 


In a letter (14 September) to members of the WCC central committee, WCC Deputy 
General Secretary Arie Brouwer said the couple was reportedly questioned in 
connection with allegations about associations with "terrorist groups." 


In a letter to Sri Lanka President J.R. Jayawardene (12 September), Brouwer 
said it is inconceivable that the two are involved in terrorist activities, 
and referred to their great dedication to justice and reconciliation and 
peaceful measures to achieve them. 


Sri Lanka has experienced considerable inter-communal unrest in recent years. 
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WORLD COUNCIL SUPPORTS Ecumenical Press 
SA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Service 84.09.50 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches, based here, has sent a message 
(17 September) to the South African Council of Churches in the wake of 
“escalating repression and violence in South Africa." 


The telex, to SACC General Secretary Desmond Tutu, was signed by WCC Deputy 
General Secretary Arie Brouwer. "The increasing hardship imposed upon your 
people defies understanding," Brouwer says. "The wanton killings of your 
people fills us with dismay." 


Referring to the new constitutional arrangements formally inaugurated this 
month in South Africa (which give a secondary measure of national political 
participation to people classified as mixed race and Indian, but none to the 
rest of the country's non-white majority), Brouwer says it is a “sign of hope 
that more than eighty percent of the South African citizens artificially 
classified as Coloureds and Indians have rejected these so-called reforms. 


"In spite of this lack of popular support," he continues, "the South African 
government reacts to lawful, peaceful protest by increased repression and 
violence, illustrated by the recent tragic killings, the harassment and 
detention of United Democratic Front leaders, and the banning even of peaceful 
indoor meetings involving no more than two persons." 


In the wake of rioting in black townships earlier this month, South African 
Law and Order Minister Louis le Grange blamed them on unnamed individuals and 
Organisations. However, the SACC said the government must take most of the 
blame in that it "refuses to admit publicly the root causes of the unrest, 
Which can only increase unless genuine grievances are heard and dealt with in 
a manner which recognises the human dignity and rights of all South Africans." 


Speaking at a rally at the University of Natal (17 September) in support six 
South Africans who are in the British consultate in Durban in an effort to 
avoid arrest, World Alliance of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak said 
the government has "shown it has no respect for human rights or human 
dignity." He said the new constitutional arrangements represent "a new era of 
shame" built on "pain and evil and the death of innocents." 
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Church leaders comment on British coal strike EPS 84.09.51 
LONDON (EPS) - Baptist Union President Frank Cooke and General Secretary 
Bernard Green sent an open letter to Chairman Ian MacGregor of the National 
Coal Board and President Arthur Scargill of the National Union of Mineworkers 
urging them to come together to find a way to end the British coal strike, 
which has continued for more than half-a-year. The two say that they are 
"ashamed of, and sickened by, the course of the present dispute between you. za 
England's two Anglican primates have also commented. York Archbishop John 
Habgood said religion could provide "a starting point of mutual commitment on 
the basis of which genuine conversation...could begin." Canterbury Archbishop 
Robert Runcie "noted with disappointment how talks about economics and 
efficiency have not always been matched by an ability to feel the aspirations 
and emotions of miners and their families, or to communicate some vision of a 
hopeful future which can sustain our threatened community." 


Danes suggest more practical training for pastors EPS 84.09.52 
COPENHAGEN (EPS) — A four-year Old committee chaired by Danish Lutheran Bishop 
Herluf Eriksen is suggesting that Danish Lutheran pastors receive more 
practical training as part of their preparation for ordination. 


US NCC concerned about South Africa and Ol ics EPS 84.09.53 
NEW YORK (EPS) — The [US] National Counci i aE Churches wrote last month to 


officials of the International Olympic Committee to urge that they be cautious 
in assessing proposals to allow South Africa to participate in the games, from 
which it was banned in 1960 because of its apartheid (racial separation with 
white supremacy) policies. Willis Logan, director of the NCC Africa office, 
called it inappropriate "for South Africa to sit among other nations as long 
as it continues to practice a crime against humanity." The letters to the IOC 
and others were sent by Lois Dauway, NCC assistant general secretary for 
justice and liberation. 


Tainan Theological College gets reprieve EPS 84.09.54 
TAIPEL (EPS) - The newsletter Of the Singapore-based Christian Conference Of 
Asia reports that Tainan Theological College, the main educational institution 
of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, has held entrance examinations for its 
109th academic year, notwithstanding a 29 June directive from the government 
education ministry to cease operations. CCA reports (15 August) a letter from 
the college president who says a government official has since told the school 
that it will not be closed "unless we overextend our education programme 
outside the realm of theological education." 


Chinese Catholics n sixth semi EPS 84.09.55 
CHENGDU (Sichuan Province, China) (EES) - The Singapore-based Christian 


Conference of Asia reports a sixth seminary has been opened, here, under the 
auspices of the Catholic Patriotic Association, the government—recognized 
Catholic Church which has cut ties with the Vatican. The other CPA seminaries 
are in Beijing (2), Shanghai, Wuhan, and Shenyang. 


Muzorewa released EPS 84.09.56 
HARARE (Zimbabwe) (EPS) - Methodist bishop and former prime minister Abel 
Muzorewa has been released. He was detained almost a year (EPS 83.11.17). 


FRG Lutheran bishops urge RC eucharistic hospitalit EPS 84.09.57 
HANNOVER (EPS) —- In a declaration on the unity of the church, Lutheran bishops 
of Federal (West) Germany have urged the Roman Catholic Church to more readily 


grant official permission for guests of other traditions to receive the 
eucharist celebrated under Roman Catholic auspices. 
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RELIGION AND GOVERNMENT Ecumenical Press 
DEBATED IN US ELECTION Service 84.09.58 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - With President Ronald Reagan leading the way, the 
US has entered into a new debate on the relation of religion to government. 
Such debates have been more or less continuous from the days of the New 
England Puritans, but this election year has brought a new phase. 


Conservative clergy, including Moral Majority leader Jerry Falwell and 
evangelist Billy Graham's pastor, W. A. Criswell of Dallas, were given notable 
prominence at the Republican Party convention in August. While in Dallas to 
accept renomination, Reagan also addressed an interfaith gathering and argued 
that "religion and politics are necessarily related". 


Advocates of the social gospel have long fought for that principle, but they 
have conceived the relationship in terms of religion influencing the political 
order for the sake of social justice and peace. Reagan focused on government 
support for religion and particularly for restoring prayer in state-run 
schools, ruled unconstitutional in 1962. ‘The president suggested that those 
Opposed to prayer in such schools were "intolerant of religion". 


His remarks aroused a storm of criticism from secular and religious leaders 
who contend promoting such religious goals is divisive and an improper role 
for politicians. Jews have been particularly disturbed, reasoning that any 
religion introduced in such schools will carry a Christian tone. 


This year, as in 1980, Reagan has also cultivated a conservative religious 
constituency by opposing abortion, an issue liberals would leave to individual 
decision. But an updated version of this debate has been initiated by the 
new Roman Catholic archbishop of New York, John J. O'Connor. With support 
from other Roman Catholic bishops, he has mounted a campaign against the 
position of some public officials, particularly Roman Catholics (among them 
Democratic vice-presidential candidate Geraldine Ferraro) who say they oppose 
abortion personally but officially respect the right of choice. The bishops 
reply that such a distinction is invalid when it concerns what they consider 
the destruction of innocent human life. 


When O'Connor said on television that he did not see how a Roman Catholic 
could vote for a candidate explicitly supporting abortion, New York State 
Governor Mario Cuomo, a Roman Catholic who supports the right to abortion and 
government financing of abortion for poor women, accused him of exceeding his 
authority. O'Connor responded that he is not telling people how to vote. 


Reagan has further appealed to Roman Catholics by supporting tax aid to 
parents using parochial schools, establishing diplomatic ties with the Vatican 
and showing deference to the pope and other church figures. It is an 
ecumenical accomplishment of sorts that he has been able to do that and still 
hold the loyalty of conservative Protestants such as Criswell who opposed John 
Kennedy's election in 1960 on the grounds that as a Roman Catholic he might 
lean towards Rome. 


Walter Mondale, the Democratic presidential candidate, who is himself the son 
of a Methodist minister and married to the daughter of a Presbyterian 
minister, decided that Reagan was politically vulnerable on the religion 
issue, and joined the debate. In his first assault on Reagan's approach, he 
spoke of religion as a personal matter "between the individual and God". 
Later, to reassure those who felt he undervalued religion, he said faith 
motivated his own career. 


EPS 


CHURCH DEBATES CLERGY Ecumenical Press 
ROLE IN SA GOVERNMENT Service 84.09,59 


[This item is abridged and adapted from one by Religious News Service. ] 


FAST LONDON (South Africa) (EPS/Hennie Serfontein) - The assembly of the United 
Congregational Church in Southern Africa (22-28 September) met here amidst 
controversy about the role of UCCSA minister Alan Hendrickse in the new South 
African parliament. Hendrickse is leader of its House of Representatives, 
designated for South Africans classified as coloured (mixed race). Another 
UCCSA parish minister is also among its 80 members. This has caused 
considerable tension inside the denomination. Church leaders say it could 
even lead soon to Hendrickse and supporters breaking away.or being expelled. 


Groups rejecting the new system include last year's UCCSA assembly, which 
denounced the new constitution on theological grounds, noting that it excludes 
the black majority from participation. At that assembly, an effort by 
Hendrickse to have the more outspoken resolutions amended was defeated 76-26. 


EPS 
ECUTEXT: "Criteria for the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism" EPS 84.09.60 


[The following principles are applied to grants by the Geneva—based World 
Council of Churches from its Special Fund to Combat, Racism (EPS 84.09.44, 45, 
and 46). They were first adopted in 1969 by the WCC central committee. ] 


1. The purpose of the organizations must not be in conflict with the general 
purposes of the WCC and its units, and the grants are to be used for 
humanitarian activities (i.e. social, health and educational purposes, legal 
aid, etc.). 


2. The proceeds of the Fund shall be used to support organizations that 
combat racism, rather than welfare organizations that alleviate the effects of 


racism and which would normally be eligible for support from other units.... 


3.(a) The focus of the grants should be on raising the level of awareness and 
on strengthening the organizational capability of the racially—oppressed 
people. (b) In addition we recognize the need to support organizations that 
align themselves with the victims of racial injustice.... 


4. The grants are made without control of the manner in which they are 
spent, and are intended as an expression of commitment by the PCR to the cause 
of economic, social and political justice, which these organizations promote. 


5.(a) The situation in Southern Africa is recognized as a priority due to the 
overt and intensive nature of white racism and the increasing awareness on the 
part of the oppressed in their struggle for liberation. (b) In the selection 
of other areas we have taken account of those places where the struggle is 
most intense and where a grant might make a substantial contribution to the 
process of liberation, particularly where racial groups are in imminent danger 
of being physically- or culturally-exterminated. (c) In considering 
applications from organizations in countries of white and affluent majorities, 
we have taken note only of those where political involvement precludes help 
from other sources. 


6. Grants should be made with due regard to where they can have the maximum 
effect: token grants should not be made unless there is a possibility of 


their eliciting a substantial response from other organizations. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT's "WCRP 'Nairobi Declaration'" EPS 84.09.61: 


[This item is excerpted from the final statement of the Fourth World Assembly 
of the Geneva-based World Conference on Religion and Peace (EPS 84.09.05, 34). 
The assembly was attended by about 600 people from 60 countries and most of 
the world's religious traditions - Buddhist, Christian, Confucian, Hindu, 
Jain, Jewish, Muslim, Shinto, Sikh, Zoroastrian, and North American Native. 
Previous WCRP assemblies were in Kyoto (Japan) in 1970, Louvain (Belgium) in 
1974, and Princeton (New Jersey, US) in 1979.] 


---In the five years since we last met, the world has seen little progress in 
either the cherishing of human dignity or the movement towards world peace. 
While the nuclear arms race has continued to escalate in its staggering 
expenditures, in its rhetoric, and in its incalculable danger, the massive 
human needs of poverty, hunger, unemployment, and lack of education have been 
grossly neglected. Militarization of societies, trade in arms recourse to 
violence, religious and ideological intolerance, and assaults on human rights 
continue. The structures of economic and political oppression which 
perpetuate the privilege of a few at the expense of the masses are still 
firmly in place. 


We are encouraged, however, by the widening awareness and public consciousness 
of the dangers and costs of our present world situation, and by the world- 
wide growth of grassroots movements expressing the determination of people 
everywhere for change. It is time for new strategies and priorities for 
peacemaking, and for renewed commitment to our work. 


We have met in Nairobi as men and women rooted in our own religious 
traditions, and linked to one another in vision and action. We acknowledge 
the painful fact that religion too often has been misused in areas of strife 
and conflict to intensify division and polarization. Religious people have 
too often failed to take the lead in speaking to the most important ethical 
and moral issues of our day and, more importantly, in taking practical steps 
towards change. In meeting together, we have not turned from self-criticism 
or from very difficult discussions of sensitive issues. And yet our 
affirmation is one of hope. 


The Nairobi Assembly has changed us. The new participation of over 100 youth 
delegates has given us the vitality and vision of a new generation, eager to 
join hands in concrete interreligious projects for peace. The strong and 
energetic contribution of over 150 women has made clear the necessity of 
women's equal partnership, not only in family life, but in the leadership of 
religious communities and social and political institutions. Over half of us 
here are participants from Asia, Africa, and Latin America, who have called 
the WCRP to a deeper understanding of our global interrelatedness in working 
for peace. 


Through our struggle, we have been able to build trust. We have shared in 
worship and mediation. We have discovered once again that our differences of 
culture and religion, far from being a threat to one another, are a 

treasure. Our multiplicity is a source of strength. We bear the testimony 
of experience that world community is possible. From our diversity of 
traditions, we are united in faith and hope, and in our common pursuit of 
human dignity and world peace.... 


[The rest of the document contains sections on the African context, 
reconciliation in regional conflict, disarmament, development, human rights, 


and peace education. ] 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Hong Kong Protestant Manifesto on Religious Freedom" EPS 84.09.62 


[The signing this month of the UK-China agreement on the future of Hong Kong, 
and the years of negotiations which led to it, have occasioned considerable 
comment and discussion in the colony. This item was released (31 August) 
with the endorsement of the Hong Kong Council of Churches, 12 denominations 
(Anglican, United [Church of Christ in China], Methodist, Lutheran, Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, Assembly of God [2], Salvation Army, Seventh-day 
Adventist, Pentecostal Missionary, Bethany, and Church of God), five 
seminaries, about 50 church organizations, and more than 300 congregations. ) 


At this critical moment of historical change, the Protestant Church in Hong 
Kong wishes to express its deepest concern about the future of religious 
freedom in Hong Kong and to make the following statement. 


Religious freedom and the openness of a society always go hand in hand. 
Religious freedom is a sign of social progress. We believe that genuine 
religious freedom must be based on the human rights which God bestows on all 
people at birth, and that therefore it is the responsibility of all 
governments to protect religious freedom.... 


Religious freedom has been and still is part and parcel of the rights the 
people of Hong Kong are enjoying and exercising. As far as the Protestant 
Church in Hong Kong is concerned, religious freedom in concrete terms means 
the rights and freedoms to do the following: 


I. Personal 

T. to choose religious belief without being subject to social discrimi- 
nation and deprivation of civil rights 

2. to choose denomination, theological position and liturgy 

3. to purchase and to possess religious books and magazines 

4. to propagate religious beliefs. 

II. Family 

T. to allow one's young children to be baptised and participate in other 
religious rites in accordance with one's religious tradition 

2. to conduct worship and religious education at home, and 

3. to hold religious ceremonies for one's family members on occasions 
such as birth, marriage, funeral, etc. 

III. Church 

1. assembly 
a. to host religious activities at different times and venues, such as 
worship services, prayer meetings, sunday schools, fellowships, 
conferences, Bible-study classes, crusades, baptism classes, revival 
meetings, baptisms, etc. 
b. to have legal access to public facilities for evangelism and 
spiritual nurture gatherings such as crusades, revival meetings 
dramas, concerts, etc. 
c. to organize and support Christian fellowships for believers in 
various professions for evangelism and spiritual nurture purposes. 


2. evangelism and spiritual nurture 
a. to use electronic media such as movies, radio, gramophone records, 
recording tapes, video tapes, slides, etc. for the production and 
broadcast of evangelism and spiritual nurture programmes 
b. to publish and distribute Bibles, hymnals, prayer books, journals 
books, teaching materials, tracts, etc., and 
c. to lead people at various ages to Christ by preaching to and 
teaching them content of the Christian faith. 


(over) 


Hong Kong/2 


3. service and witness 
a. to set up social welfare/service and medical service agencies as 
an expression of the church's holistic concern for the community and 
the individual 
b. to run educational institutions such as kindergartens, primary and 
secondary schools, post-secondary colleges, vocational training 
schools, etc., and 
c. to set up agencies that monitor and participate in the making of 
public policies, protection of people's livelihood and eradication of 
social injustices, as an expression of the church's holistic concern 
for the community and the individual. 

4. human and other resources 
a. to accept, manage, use and keep donations and endowments from 
sources inside and outside Hong Kong for religious and social service 
purposes 
b. to establish and maintain links and to share resources with 
individuals and church organizations inside and outside Hong Kong 
under the principle of mutual respect 
c. to run theological seminaries and research centres for academic 
research and manpower training purposes 
d. to employ and ordain clergy in accordance with denominational 
traditions. 

5. organization and management 
a. to decide on organizational structure and to set membership 
qualifications and requirements according to denominational traditions 
and constitution 
b. to (in the case of both local churches and overseas missionary 
bodies and in compliance with the law) acquire, manage and use 
properties such as churches, parsonages, offices, schools, hospitals, 
social service centres, retreat centres, etc. 
c. to own and run cemeteries. 

6. others 
to engage in other legitimate work not mentioned above, but related 
to the church. 


The above is a rough description of the activities of the church and of how 
religious freedom is understood and actualized in Hong Kong. We earnestly 
hope that the church in Hong Kong will be able to enjoy and exercise these 
rights and freedom after 1997. 


We believe that Christians should commit themselves to the keeping and 
development of a society that respects human rights. Christians in Hong Kong 
have the responsibility to make Hong Kong a place where people will continue 
to live in freedom, stability and prosperity even after its sovereignty 
reverts to China. They also have the duty to champion the cause of human 
rights and democracy, and thus to contribute to the future happiness of the 
Chinese people. 


As the church is a symbol of the presence of God in this world, we reiterate 
that at this moment of historical change, we are with the people of Hong Kong 
in the struggle to strengthen our society. We call on all Christians to work 
with one mind for a better future for Hong Kong; to be salt and light; to 
manifest God's love, peace and justice; to serve the needy and the weak; to 
console the injured; to fulfil our responsibilities to the community, the 
nation and the people; and to complete the mission God has given us, helping 
everyone understand the gospel and live according to God's will. 
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ECUVIEW/Cathie Lyons: "Women's Health - More than Medical" EPS 84.09.63 


[This item is the beginning and ending of an article in the August issue of 
"Contact", bimonthly of the Christian Medical Commission, part of the Geneva- 
based World Council of Churches. Other sections of the article discuss 
different values placed on boys and girls, women with "special health needs" 
(elderly and disabled, South African blacks, refugees and migrants), women's 
work, community support, sexually-transmitted diseases, alcoholism, and 
maternal health. The entire issue is available to journalists on request to 
CMC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva. lyons is assistant general secretary of the 
programme department (health and welfare ministries) of the global ministries 
board of the US-based United Methodist Church. ] 


Customs, attitudes and cultural traditions all affect health, and in the case 
of women and girl children, the effect is often negative. As we look into 
the question, we realize that a woman's health is more than a medical issue. 
Women all over the world have underlying health needs which should be 
recognized and studied so that action can be taken to allow them to attain and 
transmit good health. 


The interrelationship of a woman's health and her status is of primary 
importance. It is a painful reality that for millions of women the most 
pervasive disadvantage under which they live is the fact that they were born 
female. The status of women within the family, the community and society 
must be improved as an important step in...improvement of their health.... 


Considering how important a woman's health is, it is unfortunate, but true, 
that many of the factors which influence her health (including cultural, 
eduational and economic realities) are not under her control. Because of 
this, a number of practical steps should be taken. 


First, local, community and national development processes should assure that 
the voices of women will be heard and that women themselves will be involved 
equally with men in decisions about programmes and policies which can affect 
women's advancement and self-development. + Whether the decisions to be made 
are about agricultural training programmes, cash credit opportunities, the 
development of appropriate technologies, breast-milk substitutes, methods to 
regulate fertility, or the equal protection of women and men under the law, 
women ought to be able to participate actively through speaking and voting on 
their own behalf. 


Second, in a good number of instances this will require the ability to think 
in specific ways about women's needs. For example, the developing countries 
are taking the lead in a new era of health care. They have realized that 
health services must go out to meet people where they live and work; that the 
promotion and maintenance of good health is dependent on improving people's 
living conditions; that the bulk of available health funds and expertise must 
be allocated to educate individuals about health and for the development of 
methods to keep people from becoming ill in the first place.... 


A. woman's health has to do with her life and the world in which she lives. 

It has to do with her socio-economic situation, with her level of learning, 
and whether she is able to make healthy decisions on her own behalf. A 
woman's health has to do with the commmity in which she lives, with cultural 
conditions and what her worth to society is seen to be. A woman's health has 
to do with women being articulate about the services they need. It has to do 
with all of us - women and men, professional and lay persons - thinking about 
the many factors which affect the lives of women...and their health. 


EPS 


UMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


x66 (150 route de Ferney). CH-1211 Geneva 20 Telephone (022) 916142. Telex 23 423 OIK CH. Cable Oikoumene Geneva Editor Tom Dorris 


26-30 September 1984 year 51 / issue 33 


BIBLIOTHEQUE 
Oecuménique des Egliset 
150, route de Ferney 

1211 GENEVE 29 — 


du Consei! 


Singapore church council considers its role, task 84.09.64 
Women test World YWCA Bible study .65 
Nicaraguan church agency reports attacks, asks help .66 
UK churches involved in new cable TV plan 767 
Latin American base community reps meet .68 
WCC Latin America human rights officer honoured 69 
New activism seen in Haiti RC church ./0 
WCC on Kao release Age 
Indian Christian booksellers, publishers form association 8 fe 
Finnish Lutherans, Free Church establish link pir 
Finnish defence minister rejects one percent proposal win 
Lasting effects of evangelism campaign reported 1D 
Central American peace walk planned .76 
Russian Orthodox visit to Norway postponed a7 
Swiss RC bishops on church unity 8 
Groups advise against RC bishop for Ziirich 19 
Suit opposes US ambassador to Vatican .80 
Church group urges US to stay in Unesco 81 
Armenian leader speaks on Lebanon - 82 
Revised French school plans unveiled ~83 
Presbyterian group takes new approach to family 84 
'Tolpuddle martyrs' remembered 85 
JPSS conference in Netherlands 86 
OCA cool to Romanian Orthodox proposal ee | 
White Lutherans in SA react to LWF suspension . 88 
EKD membership losses -.89 
Indonesian church dismisses bishop, council -90 
Brouwer nominated for US NCC post ey 
US NCC announces several meetings a92 
ECUVIEWS: 

"The WCC Totem Pole" Ss 

"Church Social Services in the Middle East" .94 


al Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
| Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
Y those of the WCC or the partners. 


SHOPTALK 


The WCC refugee service has prepared a set of documentation on the 
Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa 
(ICARA II), which met in Geneva 9-11 July. The material includes 

a statement to the conference from the WCC and the All Africa Conference 
of Churches, a UN press release summarizing the conference, the text 

of the declaration and action program adopted by the conference, and 

a statement to the conference by the International Council of Voluntary 
Agencies. Half of the world's recognized refugees (about five million) 
are in Africa. The material is available to journalists on request 

to the WCC Refugee Service, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


t++tetet 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has released a report 
on Namibia (20 September) in connection with the current ecumenical 
Africa Drought Appeal (EPS 84.03.48). The report is available to 
journalists on request to CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


++ tet t+ 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has released three 
small brochures, on the life of the church in Italy, Portugal, and 
Spain. Each is available in English, French, and German. Sample 
copies are available to journalists on request to CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


+++ ¢ + 


A provisional calendar of WCC meetings (in detail for the coming months 
and in general outline for the rest of the decade) is available to 
journalists on request to EPS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


++ ttt 


The report and recommendations of the WCC consultation on the protection 
of asylum seekers in western countries (15-18 May 1984, Niagara Falls, 
Ontario, Canada; EPS 84.06.119)has been prepared asa 61-page booklet 

by the immigration and refugee program of Church World Service, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York City 10115. 


+++ 4+ + 


Item 84.09.44 in EPS issue 51/31 should be re-numbered 84.09.43a. In 
its fifth paragraph, insert after the word "Federation" toward the end 
of the second line, the following: , Ghanaian National Association, 


SINGAPORE CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERS ITS ROLE, TASK Service 84.09.64 


[This item is abridged and adapted from one distributed (15 August) by the 
Singapore-based Christian Conference of Asia. ] 


SINGAPORE (EPS) - The National Council of Churches of Singapore, which has a 
history of 36 years, took the occasion of the island republic's celebration of 
25 years of nation building, for some frank self-examination. 


In his keynote address on the role of the NCCS, T. C. Nga, NCCS's second 
vice-president, preferred to concern himself with "the points where the NCCS 
has failed rather than highlighting its recent success in promoting moral and 
religious education". For, he said, "almost every sector of our society has 
experienced progress in the past 25 years. But, sad to say, ecumenical 
relationships have regressed over the years." 


Elaborating on this, Nga said: "While it is encouraging to see the 
strengthening of the various mainline denominations and the mushrooming of the 
many Christian groups and independent churches, it is disturbing to note that 
each group, church and denomination is doing its own thing and going its own 
way. They are like the people living in different islands in close proximity 
with one another but having very little to do with one another...". 


He expressed his unhappiness that "the church in Singapore, on the whole had 
often developed a spirit of dependency on the West to conduct the so-called 
evangelistic campaigns, rallies, seminars and workshops, without giving due 
consideration and respect to the Oriental cultures, customs and traditions". 


This type of "selling the gospel through publicity in the press and posters on 
the walls" should be seriously considered by all Christians, because, said 
Nga, this "created a very unhealthy impression in the minds of non-Christian 
business people that Christianity is a commodity for sale and that there are 
many registered companies involved in promoting its sale. Personally," he 
added, "I prefer St Paul's style of evangelization - to share the gospel with 
all people at all times and in all places. 


Nga saw the following as part of the NCCS role: 


For one thing, the leadership of NCCS must direct its energy to building 
bridges. The NCCS must actively seek ways and means to build strong bridges 
across the Christian denominations so as to provide communications at all 
times...of ideas, opinions and views on issues which are of common concern for 
the humanity's welfare and well-being. 


Further, he said, the NCCS must help the Christian community recognise the 
fact that Singapore is a multi-racial and multi-religious nation and that 
Christians cannot ignore the existence of other religious communities in their 
midst. Therefore, he suggested, they should seek creative ways to improve 
and increase friendly dialogues between themselves and the communities of 
other faiths. 


Also, he said, the NCCS must harness the resources of Christian churches to 
serve our fellow human beings. In particular, he added, it has to call the 
Christian community in Singapore to discover the meaning of loving the nation. 
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WOMEN TEST WORLD Ecumenical Press 
YWCA BIBLE STUDY Service 84.09.65 


[This item is adapted and abridged from one in the September issue of “Common 
Concern", quarterly of the Geneva-based World YWCA. ] 


GENEVA (EPS) - Silence has lately surrounded the World YWCA Bible study 
entitled "New Humanity and the Experience of Women". Born out of a long 
process of theological brainstorming sessions, discussion and international 
drafting groups, the Bible study material was brought, finally, to the World 
YWCA council meeting last year in Singapore and introduced to the council 
Bible study group leaders during their three-day pre-council workshop. 

Nearly 100 copies of the draft were put into the hands of the Bible study 
group leaders and others to be used with groups of women in many parts of the 
world. And then silence descended. 


The silence has now been broken as the post brings in letters describing group 
experiences with the new kind of Bible study — centred on social issues, led 
by a member of the group, based on women's personal experience in dialogue 
with the biblical experience, especially that of women in the Bible as 
analysed by female theologians. Based on the reactions and suggestions of the 
various groups, the material will be revised for final publication. 
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NICARAGUAN CHURCH AGENCY Ecumenical Press 
REPORTS ATTACKS, ASKS HELP Service 84.09.66 


MANAGUA (EPS) - Cepad, an ecumenical relief and development agency based in 
Nicaragua, reported (18 September) several examples of violence affecting its 
operations in recent weeks. In a plea to "our Christian brothers and sisters 
to help us find a way to end these deaths and violence occurring in our 
country," the Cepad message speaks of "kidnappings, destruction, and death 
coming from US-backed counter-revolutionaries." 


The four incidents Cepad reports are an ambush (7 July) by "counter- 
revolutionaries" of vehicles transporting Cepad supplies, following which four 
men, including a director of Cepad agricultural projects, were "kidnapped and 
taken to Honduras"; an attack on a military training base (1 September) which 
killed three civilians, including two young girls, one a "faithful member of 
the Assembly of God church"; a machine-gun attack on a Cepad truck, which 
killed a 20-year-old Moravian and a six-month old baby; and the kidnapping of 
11 people, including a constituent assembly candidate, Ray Hooker, "well known 
among the Cepad staff." (He is now reported in Costa Rica. ) 


In other Nicaraguan developments, a six-member delegation from the [us] 
National Council of Churches returned to the US following a week-long visit to 
Nicaragua. The NCC reported they bemoaned the "'very serious’ conflict 
between the Nicaraguan government and Roman Catholic hierarchy" but “reported 
... nO evidence of a policy of systematic [government] religious repression." 


In Switzerland, Lausanne-based Christian Solidarity with Central America, 
announced it is sending (11 November) the "first peace brigade formed in our 
country" to “express active solidarity with the Nicaraguan people." And the 
Frankfurt (FRG)-based church news agency EPD reports that Cepad International 
Relations Secretary Sixto Ulloa is running in the national elections in 
November as a Sandinista candidate, with his agency's support. 
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UK CHURCHES INVOLVED Ecumenical Press 
IN NEW CABLE TV PLAN Service 84.09.67 


[This item is abridged and adapted from one distributed by the London-based 
World Association for Christian Communication. ] 


LONDON (EPS) - An ecumenical group of UK churches is set to take a leading 
role in one of the country's first community schemes for cable television 
programmes. 


Anticipating the freedom of public access that comes this year under a 
government plan for multi-channel cable franchises, churches in the Guildford 
area have been preparing to make a significant contribution to local 
television programmes. 


A working group, called Guildford Churches Television, is co-operating with 
cable companies to see how churches can take part in programmes that will be 
produced by the local community. The group has also set up video training 
courses and invited local communications specialists, educators and voluntary 
organizations to take part. 


As a result, the area cable franchise holder, Rediffusion - a major UK 
communications company - is working closely with Guildford Churches TV in 
planning its community channel, and has asked the group to take a lead in 
encouraging other volunteers. 


Although the franchise is a small one - just 22,000 homes - it is strategic, 
Since Rediffusion has chosen to make it a showcase for the company's new cable 
network. It is a two-way, 30 channel system and considered to be one of the 
most advanced in the world. 


Rediffusion is therefore keen to show the system in its best light, and is 


going a large part of the way to overcome the perennial bugbear of community 
television - the cost, and lack of professional training. 


As of October this year, the company will provide all the technical equipment 
needed, with a producer and three other full-time staff, plus a training 
programme for community volunteers. 


Chris Medd, Rediffusion's general manager for cable projects, estimates that a 
pool of between 100 and 150 volunteers will be needed to produce six hours' 
programming each week. He hopes the training schemes will develop both 
technical competence and creative enthusiasm. "We need people in the 
community who aren't afraid to come forward with their ideas. If no one 
comes forward, then nothing will happen", he said. 


The challenge to the churches and all community groups is to grasp this 
Opportunity to develop a rich source of communication in which everyone is 
invited to take part. 


The Guildford churches see great possibilities for their own ministry, 
combining both community service and evangelistic outreach. "We want to get 
involved in the heart of the community - just as in the old days when the 
Church was at the centre of activity", Michael Thornton, a member of the 
Guildford group, said. The biggest hurdle will be to maintain quality 
programming. "The problem with local TV is that it could be so 
mind-shatteringly boring", Medd said. 
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LATIN AMERICAN BASE Ecumenical Press 
COMMUNITY REPS MEET Service 84.09.68 


[This item is abridged and adapted from one by Rome-based IPS news agency. ] 


CUENCA, Ecuador (EPS) - "We will organize against oppressive powers, against a 
system that exploits us and wants. to divide us so that each thinks only of 
himself", states one of the conclusions adopted by the second Latin American 
meeting of the Christian base communities (CEBs) here. 


The meeting brought together 220 delegates from CEBs in Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Colombia, the US Hispanic community, El Salvador, Peru, Mexico, Puerto 
Rico and Ecuador. It was the second such meeting. The first was in Brazil 
in 1980. 


The central issue of the meeting, "the community as alternative", was 
subdivided into four topics: "The prophecy practice of our communities", the 
CEB as a service alternative", "the CEB and popular organizations", and "our 
spirituality as the church of the poor". 


The concluding document says that to be a prophet in Latin America today "is 
to share the pain, the hope and the life of the poorest, accompanying them, 
respecting them and supporting their way and their liberation". 


"Jesus gives his gospel to the poor, denounces the oppressive practices of his 
time, offers a new way of life. The prophecy of Jesus is the best witness to 
follow", it adds. 


Liberation is not merely a question of "good will", but of a necessary "plan, 
project, organization" to confront the powers that exploit and oppress us 
because "of our search for liberation", the representatives say. 


"We are convinced that the Christian base communities and the popular 
organizations are building together the Kingdom of God, which is the kingdom 
of justice, of peace, of brotherhood and of love", they add. 


In reference to the spirituality of the church of the poor, the document 
asserts that faith in God is the motivating force behind the CEBS, to uncover 
"all attempts against life". This commitment in God "becomes stronger for us 
as we see God on the side of the poor. We the poor are the chosen of God", 
it continues. 


The participants invited "bishops, pastors and Christian communities" to join 
the CEBS and to walk "fimmly and surely to build the living church that 
faithfully reflects and witnesses the Kingdom of God". 
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wcc Latin America human rights officer honoured EPS 84.09.69 
WASHINGTON (EPS) —- Charles Harper, head of the World Council of Churches Human 
Rights Resources Office for Latin America, received the Special Recognition 
Award as part of this year's Letelier-Moffitt Memorial Human Rights Awards (21 
September). The awards were established in 1977 by the Institute for Policy 
Studies, based here, to honour Orlando Letelier and Ronni Karpen Moffitt, “our 
colleagues ... assassinated on orders of the Chilean secret police". 

Harper's award is because of his "exemplary work and contribution to 

furthering the cause of human rights, justice, peace, and human dignity in all 
of Latin America". 
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NEW ACTIVISM SEEN Ecumenical Press 
IN HAITI RC CHURCH Service 84.09.70 


[This item is abridged and adapted from one distributed by New York-based 
Religious News Service. Most of the nearly five million Haitians are counted 
as Roman Catholics. In August, the Vatican announced that the Haitian ruler 


would no longer have a role in naming Roman Catholic bishops for the country, 
Which had been the case since 1860. ] 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (EPS/Hans Buddingh) - A progressive and influential priest 
calls the Haitian Roman Catholic church "the most important force for change", 
and a diplomat speaks of the church's "new activism". A foreign priest who 
has worked in Haiti, for years the poorest land in the Western Hemisphere, is 
more cautious; he does admit, though, that the church is the only institution 
with any manoeuvring room since the Haitian political opposition has been 
destroyed. The church in any case seems to have broken its long silence and 
ended a comfortable arrangement it has long had with the Duvalier dictatorship. 


In their last New Year's message, which was read from every Roman Catholic 
pulpit in the land, Haiti's Roman Catholic bishops spoke of "the absolute 
primacy of human rights", and demanded an end to the atmosphere of fear and 
the use of torture. They underlined the fact that for them, human rights did 
not mean just freedom of speech, but rights also to such basic needs as food, 
health care and education. 


For about a year now, important social and political changes have been 

simmering in the Haitian church, stimulated by active lay groups and by 
progressive priests. Pope John Paul II's visit in March 1983, gave the 
progressives an unexpected boost. 


Before the pope's visit, the streets and Squares here were "swept clean" of 
the market women with their wretched goods and bawling children, and the 
hundreds of people who sleep in the capital's streets every night were driven 
out by the "tontons macoutes", the dreaded secret police founded by the late 
president Frangois Duvalier, the famous "Papa Doc". President Jean-Claude 
Duvalier - "Baby Doc" - wanted things to look as good as possible. 


At the airport, however, John Paul greeted his hosts saying that "there must 
be changes here", and the more than 100,000 people present responded with 
applause and joy, while the president stared off into space. 


The Roman Catholic church here, or at least its progressive wing, had been 
apprehensive about the papal visit, especially after his angry attacks on the 
“people's church" in Nicaragua, during his earlier visit to Central America. 
But in Haiti, John Paul spoke out forthrightly. "The pope saved us", 
commented a priest who, like so many others, prefers to remain anonymous. 


While dictatorships crumble in Latin America, the Duvalier regime seems 
untouchable. The family has treated Haiti for the past 25 years as its own 
plantation, banning all opposition, including any from the church. The 
father had promised "political revolution", and Jean-Claude pledged that his 
rule would bring "economic and social revolution", but the meaning of these 
"revolutions" is unclear. Infant mortality and illiteracy - more than 80 
percent - remain very high, with the people mired in poverty. Corruption is 
SO widespread that Canada, in an official report, accused the Haitian 
government of "kleptomania". 


(over) 


Haiti/2 


But Haiti is not untouched by changes in the Latin American church. Although 
the "theology of liberation" endorsed by the now-famous conference of bishops 
in Puebla, Mexico, was unknown here until recently, lay communities are now 
springing up. Last April, the bishops of Haiti published a message heavily 
influenced by the Puebla conference, declaring to all that the church could 
speak out on political issues. 


The peace the Duvaliers have enjoyed since they demolished the political 
Opposition seems endangered now by work of priests and lay groups, which more 
and more openly criticize government corruption and the regime's willingness 
to leave the poor to their suffering. The younger priests have been joined 
by their bishops, though sometimes reluctantly. 


The tension thus created between church and state came to a head in December 
1982, with the arrest of Gerard Duclerville, a prominent church worker who was 
picked up early one morning at a facility of the Salesian Fathers. The 
police interrupted a prayer meeting of the "volontaires catholiques" — young 
volunteers who teach illiterates and organize lay communities and farmer 
co-operatives. 


Duclerville's arrest was reported in the international press, and he became a 
martyr for Haitian Catholics. Under pressure from progressive priests, the 
bishops demanded his release. In February 1983, after the bishops threatened 
a massive protest, he was set free. He had been tortured while in prison. 


Duclerville became known through critical radio programmes on Radio Cacique, a 
Catholic station. He did his show in Creole, so that he could be understood 
by the illiterate masses who know only a little French. 


"When I was arrested they simply told me that my programme was subversive", he 
recalls. "It was broadcast every morning between five and six. It was 
designed to make the lay community conscious of its Christianity, and it was 
based on the points stated at the Puebla conference. Thus, I tried to give 
the people answers to questions about social issues. Naturally, when I found 
abuses that were contrary to the message of the Bible, I denounced them. I 
also spoke about the tontons macoutes. But I never directly attacked the 
government." 


Duclerville no longer has his radio programme and, on the advice of the 
bishops, he is now keeping a low profile. The church's official station, 
Radio Soleil, meanwhile has taken over his task with critical programmes in 
Creole of its own. 


Since another bishops' message, last April, there has been a watchful silence 
on the part of both church and state. According to Haitian priests, both 
parties have more or less agreed to a truce. The government, in an obvious 
effort to rein in the church, has sought to establish a church-state committee 
that would address mutual problems. No one knows how long the current truce 
may last. 


The church is preparing, in response to a government proposal, a document 
dealing with plans and projects for the poor masses. Haitian clergy believe 
that the document will present definite choices, and force the regime to 
declare itself on the issues. "If the government does not accept the report, 
then the church will just go ahead", says one priest. It seems unlikely that 
the government's response will be favourable. 
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WCC on Kao release EPS 84.09.71 
GENEVA (EPS) - Deputy General Secretary Arie Brouwer of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches sent (5 September) a message to Kao Chun-Ming following 
his release from prison last month (EPS 84.09.04). Kao, general secretary of 
the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, and three others were freed. Brouwer 
called the release of the four "an answer to the prayers of countless 
Christians in the ecumenical family throughout the world. ... Be assured", he 
added, "that our prayers for you as well as for all those still imprisoned 
will continue as you seek to rebuild your life and witness in Taiwan." 


Indian Christian booksellers, publishers form association EPS 84.09.72 
DELHI (EPS) — Nine Christian bookselling and publishing organisations have 
formed a new Association of Christian Publishers and Booksellers in India. 
Others are expected to join. Objective of the group is to "encourage 
collaboration and cooperation among Christian publishers and booksellers in 
India for promoting Christian and good general literature." Address of the 
association is ISPCK, Box 1585, Kashmere Gate, Delhi 110006. 


Finnish Lutherans, Free Church establish link EPS 84.09.73 
HELSINKI (EPS) - The Evangelical-—Lutheran and the [Congregational] Free 
Churches of Finland have appointed a joint advisory committee to handle 
contacts between them for the next five years. This follows a fourth round of 
official discussions between the two denominations. Differences between them 
include baptism, the nature of the congregation and the church, ministry and 
church membership. "News from the Church of Finland" reports (5 September) 
that representatives of the two groups "noted that they were not so far from 
each other in these questions as had generally been thought." Most of the 4.6 
million Finns are counted as Lutherans. The Free Church counts about 12,000 
mImembers. 


Finnish defence minister rejects one percent roposal EPS 84.09.74 
HELSINKI (EPS) - Finnish Defence Minister Veikko Pihlajamaéki says a church 
proposal that the government spend one percent of its defence budget to wage 
war on hunger in the world is an "unrealistic gambit." Finnish defence 
spending is currently reported at about five percent of the national budget, 
Which Pihlajaméki called "minimal." Any cuts, he said, would endanger 

national security. 


Lasting effects of evangelism campaign reported EPS 84.09.75 


HELSINKI (EPS) - "News from the Church of Finland" reports (5 September) that 
effects of a 1980-83 "Here is Life" evangelism campaign are still being felt. 
Half of 2,930 small groups formed - temporarily, it was expected - in 
connection with the effort, are still thriving. Worship attendance rose, but 
has since fallen back to its former level. The campaign involved 5,000 
volunteers contacting, usually by phone, nearly 600,000 people and inviting 
them to attend worship and take part in activities of small groups. 


Central American peace walk planned EPS 84.09.76 
RANDOLPH CENTER (Vermont/US) (EPS) - An ad hoc US group has announced plans 


for an international "walk through Central America for healing and 
peacemaking" beginning this December. According to Arun Toké, one of the 
planners, it might take up to six months to cover the distance from San José 
(Costa Rica) to the Mexican state of Chiapas, home of an estimated 100,000 
Guatemalan refugees. Toké says the purpose of the walk is to "enhance the 
possibilities for a peaceful life and coexistence in Central America." 
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Russian Orthodox visit to Norway postponed . EPS 84.09.77 
OSLO (EPS) - A planned 18-25 September visit by a Russian church delegation to 
Norway was postponed 12 September for what Metropolitan Philaret, chair of the 
Russian [Eastern] Orthodox external relations department, described as 

"certain unforeseen reasons" in a message to Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot, 

chair of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway foreign relations council. Philaret 
said he hoped the visit could take place in 1985. It was to have included an 
international consultation on Bible translation work, said to be the first of 
its kind with Russian Orthodox participation. It was also to be a return of a 
1982 visit by a Norwegian church delegation to the Soviet Union. 


Swiss RC bishops on church unit EPS 84.09.78 
FRIBOURG (Switzerland) (EPS) — In a message marking the Swiss national 


thanksgiving day (16 September), the country's Roman Catholic bishops said 
Christian disunity is "not a necessary part of our history. ... We cannot 
accept that this division continue. ... There are walls to break down, 
prejudices to overcome, pardons to give. We have much still to do. ..." The 
bishops' message comes after the pope's June visit to the country. As he, 
they said "eucharistic reciprocity" with other Christians can only come after 
"unity is restored on essential points of our confessions of faith." 


Groups advise against RC bishop for Zurich EPS 84.09.79 
ZURICH (EPS) — The Lausanne-based church news agency SPP reports (18 

September) various Protestant groups here have advised against establishment 

of a Zurich-based Roman Catholic diocese. This city was the centre for the 
work of the 16th century church reformer Ulrich Zwingli. A similar proposal 

to create a Geneva-based RC diocese prompted more vigorous negative reaction 
from some parts of that region's National Protestant [Reformed] Church (EPS 
84.03.79). 


Suit opposes US ambassador to Vatican EPS 84.09.80 
PHILADELPHIA (EPS) — More than a dozen national religious groups have joined 
in a court case begun here to end US diplomatic relations with the Vatican, 
resumed earlier this year. Those supporting the suit include the National 
Council of Churches, National Association of Evangelicals, American Baptist 
Churches, Americans United for Separation of Church and State, Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs, National Association of [Roman Catholic] Laity, 
National Coalition of American [Roman Catholic] Nuns, Progressive National 
Baptist Convention, Presbyterian Church (USA), Unitarian Universalist 
Association, Church of the Brethren, American Humanist Association, and 
invididual clergy and congregations of the Southern Baptist Convention, United 
Methodist Church, Reformed Church in America, and independent Churches of 
Christ. Americans United President Robert Maddox said "it is not right for 
one faith group to have a special and unique relationship with the US 
government, with formal, continuing access to the president of the United 
States and other highly-placed officials in a way that no other religious body 
enjoys." Maddox was religious liaison for former US President Jimmy Carter. 


Church group urges US to stay in Unesco EPS 84.09.81 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The governing committee of the overseas ministries division 

of the [US] National Council of Churches urged the US to remain an active 
member of Paris-based Unesco, the UN Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization. The US government has announced its intention to withdraw from 
the body, for which it provides a major part of the funding, at the end of 

this year. The committee resolution agrees that there are "problems in Unesco 
and real tensions that result from conflicting social and political 
assumptions," but its "positive values ... far outweigh its problems," which 
"are best addressed from within, as a working member of the organization." 
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Armenian leader speaks on Lebanon EPS 84.09.82 
BEIRUT (EPS) — Aram Keshishian, bishop primate for Armenian [Oriental] 

Orthodox in Lebanon has reiterated the determination of his community to 
“participate actively in the reconstruction of Lebanon." His comments came 
following an attack last month on an Armenian church and school in Hadjen. 


Revised French school plans unveiled EPS 84.09.83 
PARIS (EPS) - The French government has revised its plans to integrate the 
country's private (mostly Roman Catholic) schools into the state-run system. 
The earlier proposals brought major protests (EPS 84.04.02). News media 
reports describe the new plan as basically keeping the status quo, though 
there would be changes in the way private schools receive state money. 


Presbyterian group takes new approach to famil: EPS 84.09.84 
NEW YORK (EPS) - A US Presbyterian organization dedicated to strengthening 
families and marriages, has adopted a broader definition of family and plans 
to officially welcome single persons into membership. National Presbyterian 
Mariners changed its bylaws at its conference last month. "We perceive that 
the family can be one person, it can be a Single parent with one child, it can 
be the traditional nuclear family," said Mariners spokesperson Jan Lorentzen. 


'Tolpuddle martyrs' remembered EPS 84.09.85 


SYDNEY (EPS) - Church and union representatives co-sponsored a celebration in 
the town hall here to mark the 150th anniversary of the six "Tolpuddle 
martyrs," sentenced in England to seven years aS convicts in Australia in 1834 
for forming a trade union. Among speakers at the meeting was Alan Walker, 
world evangelism director for the World Methodist Council. He noted that five 
of the six were Methodists, one (George Loveless) a lay preacher. "The 
strength of the Tolpuddle six," he said, "was their unshakable faith in God. 
--- Their faith sustained them in the struggle against a tyrannical 
government, a corrupt judiciary, and opposition from the people." 


JPSS conference in Netherlands EPS 84.09.86 
DRIEBERGEN-RIJSENBURG (Netherlands) (EPS) - A meeting to "inventorize the work 
of ecumenical research centres" in the subject of a "Just, participatory, and 
Sustainable society," one of the themes which emerged from the 1975 World 
Council of Churches assembly in Nairobi, was scheduled here (27-29 

September). It was co-sponsored by Rotterdam-based Ecumenical Research 
Exchange and the Multi-Disciplinary Centre for Church and Society, based here. 


OCA cool to Romanian Orthodox proposal EPS 84.09.87 
DETROIT (EPS) — A proposal from the Romanian Orthodox Church that the Romanian 


Orthodox Episcopate, based here and part of the Orthodox Church in America, 
join the North American missionary diocese of the Bucharest-based ROC has 
received a cool response. OCA Metropolitan Theodosius said "church unity is 
not achieved by 'an order' or 'deals'. The episcopate's magazine said last 
month that "'decrees' and ‘ex cathedra' statements are not favorably welcomed 
by Americans." The ROC proposal came in connection with the episcopate's 
Change of leadership at the end of June. Its former archbishop, Valerian 
Trifa, has since gone to Portugal after years of denying charges that he 
participated in Nazi-inspired attacks on Jews in his native Romania during 
World War II. The independence (autocephaly) of the OCA was granted by the 
Russian Orthodox Church in 1970; the Romanian Orthodox Church is among several 
Orthodox bodies which does not recognize it. 
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White Lutherans in SA react to LWF suspension EPS 84.09.88 
CAPE TOWN (EPS) - Leaders of white Lutherans in southern Africa (most southern 
Africa Lutherans are black) say they are saddened by the "lack of 
understanding and love" reflected in the decision last month by the assembly 
of the Geneva—based Lutheran World Federation to suspend the LWF membership of 
two white denominations on grounds that they are not in practice opposed to 
apartheid, the South African system of race separation with white supremacy 
(EPS 84.08.11). The church council of the white United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Southern Africa said (11 September) those who pressed for the 
suspension must now take the initiative, and that the white denominations are 
clarifying for themselves the "further path of cooperation in work and in 
growing together with our black sister churches." 


EKD membership losses EPS 84.09.89 
BONN (EPS) - The Evangelical Church in Germany, a federation of regional 
United, Reformed, and Lutheran churches in Federal (West) Germany, reports 1.5 
million West Germans have left its membership in the past decade. It 
currently counts about 26 million members. 


Indonesian church dismisses ee council EPS 84.09.90 
JETUN (North Sumatra/Indonesia) (EPS) - The general synod of the Batak 
Christian Community Church, meeting here, has rejected the report of Bishop 
L.H. Sinaga, and ousted him and his church council, reports Geneva-based 
Lutheran World Information (27 September). A letter from the synod said the 
action was taken to “maintain the originality and purity of the principles 

laid down in the original constitution by the founders" of the denomination. 

A new bishop is to be elected next year. A temporary church council was 
chosen by the synod. Sinaga, however, says he is still bishop, and lists a 
different church council in support of him. 


Brouwer nominated for US NCC post EPS 84.09.91 
NEW YORK (EPS) - Arie Brouwer, deputy general secretary of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches, has been nominated by a 28-member search committee 
as the fifth general secretary of the National Council of Churches, based 
here. A vote on the nomination is scheduled for the NCC governing board 
meeting (7-10 November). Brouwer would succeed the retiring Claire Randall, 
NCC general secretary since 1 January 1974. He came to his WCC post last year 
after 15 years as a staff executive of the Reformed Church in America. The 
NCC committee interviewed 10 of the 75 persons whose names were suggested for 
the post. Brouwer was one of three persons interviewed by the nominations 
committee which proposed Emilio Castro to succeed Philip Potter as WCC general 
secretary. 


US NCC announces several meetings EPS 84.09.92 
NEW YORK (EPS) — The [US] National Council of Churches announced several 
conferences and other meetings for September and later this year. A second 
conference on "government intervention in religious affairs" (the first was in 
1981) took place in New York 12-14 September, also sponsored by the US 
Catholic Conference, Synagogue Council of America, National Association of 
Evangelicals, Lutheran Council in the USA, and Southern Baptist Convention. 

An NCC conference on racial ethnic women in ministry took place on the same 
days in Williams Bay, Wisconsin. A conference for clergy and lay leaders of 
black churches was scheduled for 25-27 September in Washington. In New York, 
on 21 September, an NCC committee held a daylong hearing on sex and violence 
in the media. The council also announced the launching of the "first formal 
degree programme in Christian stewardship" in North America, by the 
NCC-related Ecumenical Center for Stewardship Studies, and a second round of 
study of critical issues in elementary and secondary education in connection 
with an update of NCC policy. 
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ECUVIEW: "The WCC Totem Pole" EPS 84.09.93 


[The WCC received (26 September; EPS 84.07.43) the totem pole presented to it 
during its 1983 assembly in Vancouver. The following is excerpted from 
material distributed to those at the reception ceremony. An EPS item on it is 
projected for the issue to be mailed 4 October. Journalists who need it 
sooner can phone or telex EPS. ] 


--- The totem poles of the North Pacific Coast of America in British Columbia 
and Alaska are known all over the world for their elegance and decorative 
style. The poles, which normally take years to carve, transport and erect, 
are symbolic representations of the history of the Native peoples. The 
figures on the poles consist of symbols and illustrations; many of them are 
comparable to heraldry; others illustrate ancestral traditions and myths or 
commemorate historical events. 


The figures on a pole are not gods or demons as is often supposed; they are 
not worshipped. They are primarily intended to be visual statements of the 
identity, history and relationships of the community that erected the pole. 
They are meant to inspire veneration rather than religious emotion.... 


The totem pole presented to the World Council of Churches was interpreted by 
its carvers as a representation of “humanity's spiritual search through the 
ages", the story of the "people who follow the spirit of God". They called 
it the Israel pole. At the lower end of the pole the raven is pictured as 
"mother nature" and represents the first stage of creation when human beings 
“roamed the earth and worshipped nothing". The animal and accompanying human 
forms that follow, from the creatures of the sea to reptiles and then mammals, 
culminating in birds that dwell in the heavenly skies, indicate the progress 
in that search for a higher spirituality. The eagle and thunderbird at the 
top represent the spiritual stage in which humankind begins to see "that a 
force greater than anything on earth controls all". 


Behind the pole lies a spirituality that sees life, faith and history as a 
unity. Reverence for the Holy, respect for the land and all creatures, deep 
commitment to community and to the integrity of the whole creation stand 
behind the symbolism of the pole. 


It is a reminder of the plurality of cultures that constitute the wider 
oikoumene, the whole inhabited earth. Its contrast to the culture that 
surrounds it in its present setting demonstrates the rich diversity of 
perceptions of life found within the human family. Alongside several other 
gifts received by the WCC from many cultures this pole symbolizes the dialogue 
of cultures that constitutes ecumenical living and learning. 


For the World Council of Churches, however, the pole ... carries meaning that 
goes beyond the significance of the figures on it. Primarily it is a gift; 

a gift of the Native Peoples of Canada. In sharing a gift so inwardly and 
intimately related to their heritage and spirituality, the Native Peoples have 
expressed in an usual way their affirmation of the way the Council has 
understocd and exercised its discipleship to Christ, and particularly the way 
it relates spirituality to questions of justice. It is a constant reminder 
of the Assembly which was held on native lands and of the culture and concerns 
of the people whose participation so enriched the Assembly. It is also 
symbolic that the pole was carved especially for the Council by the 
marginalized in society - inmates of the Mountain Penitentiary - as a labour 
Of love.... 
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ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: "Church Social Services in the Middle East" EPS 84.09.¢ 


[This item is excerpted from an article in the current "CWS Connections", bi- 
monthly of Church World Service, part of the [US] National Council of 
Churches. Rubeiz is Middle East secretary at the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches. His responsibilities include overseeing about six million US 
dollars in ecumenical funds that reach the Middle East church via the WCC. ] 


Arab Christians in the Middle East are an indigenous section of society; ten 
million in number, they amount to about three times the population of Jews in 
the region. On the whole, Christians have not developed a separatist 
political identity, except for a stark exception in parts of Lebanon and 
similar tendencies among a segment of the Assyrians of Iraq. For a variety 
of reasons Christians of Arab lands have held firmly to their Arab identity 
but this fact is not well known in the western world. Outsiders often forget 
that Christianity was born in the Middle East and Arabism preceded Islam in 
the region. 


Arab Christians live an active life in their social milieu, giving and 
receiving richly to and from their society. As individuals or as organized 
institutions, Christians of the Levant render important services to their 
societies in disproportion to their numbers. Economically, the Arab 
Christian, on the average, is comfortable and has a respected social status. 
The church, as an institution of worship and social service, is resourceful 
and free to act in limitless activities. Some of the leading schools and 
hospitals in the region are church run, church affiliated or of a church 
origin. A few examples of such institutions of Christian service in the Arab 
world illustrate the significance of the churches' social role in the region. 


In Lebanon, the American University of Beirut, St Joseph University and their 
two famous hospitals are the tip of an iceberg of diaconia which reach not 
only Lebanese beneficiaries but a wider cross section of the Arab world. In 
the Arab parts of Israel and the occupied territories the indigenous churches 
offer an impressive network of vital services, such as clinics, vocational 
training centres, adult education and land reclamation. A similar programme 
of assistance to the Lebanese people of various religious communities is run 
by the churches within an ecumenical framework provided by the Middle East 
Council of Churches. This Lebanese programme includes emergency relief, 
reconstruction, income-generating projects and other types of rehabilitation. 


In Jordan, the Christian community is active in provision of private schools 
of superb quality. Christian education in church schools is allowed but only 
to Christian students. In both Jordan and Syria the churches are encouraged 
to run health and welfare activities particularly in areas where the 
Christians are present in sizeable proportions. Aleppo is an interesting 
Syrian city which has some eleven different Christian denominations, each 
offering with clear government support a variety of social and educational 
services to the wider community. In Iraq and Iran the churches are able to 
serve their communities in domains of worship, schooling and culture; 
however, given the conditions of war the churches in these two countries are 
monitored closely and in some cases paranoically. 


Christians in the Gulf Area are not indigenous but there are Arab Christians 
from the outside engaged in oil-related industrial activities within a very 


large international community of foreign labour. In the Gulf countries, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, etc., Christians are restricted to private and sometimes 


isolated areas for worship and are not allowed to engage in extra 
ecclesiastical activities of a religious connection. ... 
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A reminder: EPS headlines can be telexed to you, free of charge, on request. 
Then, you may also have, on request, at your charge, the items that go 
with any of the headlines. Let us know if you are interested. 
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Another reminder: Regular EPS weekly deadlines are: 
copy Tuesdays 14h00 GMT 
print Wednesdays 12h00 GMT 
post Thursdays 10h00 GMT 
These are modified from time to time because of holidays, official travel, 


and special events/coverage. 
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SA CONGREGATIONALISTS ASK Ecumenical Press 
THREE MINISTERS TO RESIGN Service 84,10. 01 


EAST LONDON (South Africa) (EPS) - The assembly of the United Congregational 
Church of Southern Africa voted (26 September) to ask three men to resign as 
UCCSA ministers in connection with their activities supporting the new South 
African constitutional System. Best known of the three is Allan Hendrickse, 
leader of the chamber in the country's parliament reserved for people 
classified as mixed race. He is also a member of the South African cabinet. 


The assembly voted its “deep consternation at the blatant collaboration of 
some of its ministers with the implementation of the new constitution of South 
Africa, an action which has publicly identified the UCCSA with a political 
party, and more importantly with the system of apartheid.” EPS had no 
immediate report of the reaction of the three. (Earlier item: EPS 84.09.59). 


In other developments here, the South African Couneil of Churches said it is 
"delighted that the vicious and unwarranted banning order of Dr. Beyers Naude 
has at last been lifted. ... It is indicative of the whims of dictatorial 
governmental authority that the banning order, imposed so capriciously to 
silence criticism, should be just as inexplicably lifted." The council urged 
that Winnie Mandela "and all others suffering the restriction and silence of 
banning orders ... be freed from these constraints.” 


The council also issued a statement (25 September) on the “ongoing unrest, 
loss of life and destruction of the past weeks." It said it "must be 
understood as a response by the people to the current political developments 
in South Africa.” It said the SACC “cannot condone violence, in any form, but 
it is important,” it continued " that the authorities should recognise that 
some would believe that protest in this way is the only form of opposition 
that they would see as of any effect. ... 


“More than all else,” it concluded, “we plead with the authorities, that they 
will heed the cry for righteousness that has arisen from the people.” 


EPS 
PROPOSAL FOR KENYAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
AID TO SCOTLAND IN TROUBLE Service 84.10.02 


NAIROBI (EPS/Charles Maingi) = The proposal that the Presbyterian Church of 
East Africa send funds to the needy in Scotland in appreciation for the work 
done in East Africa by Church of Scotland missionaries in the 1800s met 
difficulties even before the funds have been raised. 


An assistant minister in the Kenya government, Stephen Echakara, criticized 
the proposal. He said the money should be used to feed the poor and hungry in 
drought-stricken areas of Kenya. 


The idea of sending funds to Scotland originated with PCEA Secretary-General 
Bernard Nuindi, who visited Scotland last year. Upon touring a section of 
Edinburgh populated by needy people, he decided Kenyan Christians might do 
something to help. 


A spokespetson for the Central Bank of Kenya said the PCEA would need to get 
Clearance from the office of President Daniel atap Moi to send funds to 
Scotland. He doubted such permission would be granted. 


EPS 


AFRICA CHURCH YOUTH MEETING Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERS SUDAN, YOUTH ROLE Service 84.10.03 


[This item is based on material from Nairobi-based Africa Church Information 
Service. ] 


YAOUNDE (Cameroon) (EPS) - The imposition of Islamic law on non-Muslims in the 
Sudan was criticized as a direct violation of people's right to worship and 
live together, by delegates to an All-Africa Youth and Student Assembly last 
month. In a statement at the end of the ll-day assembly, delegates said “any 
religion which imposes unjust laws on any person must be condemned”. 


They called on the African church to continue to voice concern over 
socio-economic and political matters “which directly or indirectly violate 
people's right to worship and live freely in accordance with God's wish". The 
introduction of Islamic law has been strongly criticized by Sudanese and other 
African and non-African Christian leaders. 


The assembly brought together about 150 delegates from the member churches of 
the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches, and also representatives 


of two groups opposed to the white-minority government of South Africa, ANC 
and Swapo. 


In another statement, the assembly observed that “Africans, regardless of 
their faith and culture are one people struggling and experiencing the 
traumatic effects of under-development. The struggle requires’ total 
commitment to the improvement in the quality of life of the people", they 
added. The assembly called on the AACC to continue efforts to protect human 
rights in Africa. It challenged churches and governments to engage youth more 
actively in nation-building. 


EPS 


WOMEN'S ORDINATION Ecumenical Press 
PROPOSED, STUDIED Service 84.10.04 


GENEVA (EPS) - The synod of the [Anglican] Episcopal Church of Brazil has 
approved the ordination of women as priests and bishops. A report (13 
September) from New York-based Diocesan Press Service noted that three 
Brazilian Anglican women are studying for ordination. 


In southern Africa, the synod of the Namibian diocese of the [Anglican] Church 
of the Province of Southern Africa proposed (August) that next year's 
provincial synod approve women's ordination. In 1979, the CPSA synod decided 
it would "not be right at this time to proceed with” ordaining female priests. 


Anglican women have been ordained priests in Hong Kong, Canada, New Zealand, 
US, Kenya, Uganda, Mexico, and Puerto Rico. (Dioceses in the last two are 
related to the New York-based Episcopal Church. ) 


Meanwhile, an informal survey (by the New York-based Lutheran News Bureau) of 
ordained US Lutheran women concluded that they “still wait longer than men for 
first calls to congregations,” and have “an even more difficult time finding 
good second calls with greater responsibility and better pay.” 


EPS 


VATICAN, NICARAGUA Ecumenical Press 
REPS EXCHANGE VIEWS Service 84.10.05 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from IPS news agency. ] 


SAN JOSE (EPS) -Negotiations between the Nicaraguan government and the Vatican 
last month “did not arrive at any concrete conclusions, but left the door open 
for future talks", according to a report on the dialogue released here. A 
summary of the high-level talks on church-state relations in Nicaragua was 
reported in the weekly bulletin of the "Central American Historical Institute” 
(IHCA), a Jesuit organization based in Nicaragua. 


"The talks have given both parties the opportunity to deeply examine different 
problems in order to seek a possible means for resolving this serious and 
worrisome situation”, stated a joint communiqué released after the talks ended. 


The Nicaraguan delegation sought “to express the willingness of the Sandinista 
government to talk, its concern over the current confrontation between certain 
members of the church hierarchy and the revolutionary government and its 
desire for effective communication with the church hierarchy", according to 
the IHCA report. 


A spokesperson for the archbishop of Managua has said the Nicaraguan Roman 
Catholic Bishops' Conference may release a pastoral letter on the elections, 
scheduled for 4 November, which would implicitly criticize the Vatican "for 
going over the bishops" in talking directly to the government. 


“Neither the Vatican nor the delegation addressed the issue of priests serving 
in government posts, despite rumours in the international press", states the 
report. It also denies that Pablo Vega, president of the Nicaraguan Bishops' 
Conference, took part in the discussions, although he was called to the Holy 
See during the negotiations. 


The IHCA report notes a clear diversity of opinion among the church hierarchy 
in Nicaragua regarding reconciliation with the government. Some bishops 
“have stated they know nothing of the pastoral letter criticizing the talks, 
and would welcome a constructive dialogue which could end the open 
confrontation and help the people", the report continues. 


An invitation to Daniel Ortega, co-ordinator of the governing junta, to the 
consecration of Nicaragua's latest bishop is "the most positive sign to date”, 
the report states. Pablo Smith, the tenth Nicaraguan bishop, was consecrated 
(17 September) as auxiliary bishop for Bluefields on the Atlantic coast. 
Ortega attended the ceremony. 


Smith's “openness to both dialogue and the revolutionary process" says the 
IHCA bulletin, “is a factor which could influence the internal dynamics of the 
bishops' conference”. 


Some observers of the church-state confrontation note that rather than 
“dialogue” the issue is really a struggle between two visions of the 
revolutionary process. "It would be regrettable if the Vatican and the 
bishops were to continue to view the Sandinista revolution as a condemnable 
matter, to be altered as soon as possible, and not as something that can be 
handled through constructive dialogue", the report concludes. 


EPS 


UK CHRISTIANS DETAIL Ecumenical Press 
THEIR VISIT TO USSR Service 84.10.06 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The reality of Soviet fears of war and of Soviet 
distrust of western intentions was stressed by British Christians active in 
the peace movement who visited the Soviet Union at the invitation of the 
Soviet Peace Committee (1-10 September). 


"We found that wherever we went, whoever we talked to, the fear of war was 
real", said Paul Oestreicher, secretary of the British Council of Churches' 
international affairs division and vice-president of the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament. This fear of war was pretty well the .only thing the Soviet 
government and Soviet dissidents have in common, he added. 


They said they told those they met that many westerners have corresponding 
fears, related to their perceptions of Soviet policy, and that the visiting 


group opposed the stationing of new missiles in either east or west Europe. 


Among others, the group visited dissidents with whom they already had links, 
including members of the Moscow Independent Peace Group formed by academics, 
many of whom have lost their jobs as a result. 


The group met the wives of Baptists jailed for their refusal to comply with 
Soviet laws on religion. The visitors said they were told they could help by 


urging the authorities to let the prisoners have Bibles. 
EPS 


BISHOPS PUBLISH LETTER Ecumenical Press 
ON POLITICS IN CHILE Service 84.10.07 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from IPS news agency. ] 


SANTIAGO (EPS) - The recent release of a pastoral document by the Chilean 
Roman Catholic Bishops' Conference has caused a great deal of introspection 
among Chile's Christian community. All 20,000 copies of the document, 
"Gospel, Ethics, and Politics”, sold out in less than a week, according to the 
official magazine of the Santiago archbishop's human rights office. 


Jorge Osorio, executive secretary of the Peace and Justice Service (SERPAJ), 
said the document is welcome because of its “working paper" format, although 
he said his impression of the document was that “it is very difficult to 
understand because of its structure and complexity”. 


He called it “regressive in certain aspects when compared to other church 
writings”, Osorio said, referring to the pastoral's critique or capitalism, 
which he characterized as “technical” rather than “ethical”. On the other 
hand, Osorio noted, the bishop's document criticizes marxism "on an ethical 
basis, and reduces it to atheism without attempting to differentiate among 
various trends in marxism.” 


Trade unionist Maria Rosas observed that “government pronouncements over the 
past 11 years have tried to reduce women's role to that of mother and 
housewife. "While the bishops' pastoral affirms these roles,” she said, “the 
bishops give these roles a more positive sense in stating that women are 
responsible for instructing their families in the values of justice, truth, 
and solidarity, which are the values of society and not just of men”. 


EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
RECEIVES GIFT TOTEM POLE Service 84.10.08 


GENEVA (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) - Far from the Pacific Northwest coast of 
Canada where it was carved, a 15-metre totem pole now stands on the grounds of 
the World Council of Churches' Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near here. 


At a colourful ceremony during the 1983 WCC assembly in Vancouver, the pole 
was raised on the campus of the University of British Columbia. There were 
both contrasts and similarities 14 months later (26 September) when the pole 
was permanently installed at the WCC. The bright sun of a summer evening in 
Vancouver had given way to a hard and Steady autumn rain. The Native peoples 
who had been present in large numbers throughout the assembly that took place 
on their ancestral lands were represented in Switzerland by three of their 
number: Alice Jeffrey, who presided, and her daughters, Marquita MacLean and 
Monica Jeffrey, who performed traditional dances during the two stages of the 
raising of the pole. 


About 250 onlookers - many from the staff of the WCC and other ecumenical 
organizations in Geneva - huddled under umbrellas, along with representatives 
of Canadian churches (including United Church of Canada minister Gordon How, 
who chaired the Vancouver Planning Committee), the permanent representative of 
the Canadian government to the international organizations in Geneva, a 
representative of the churches and peoples of the Pacific islands, whose 
concerns were also highlighted at Vancouver, and local residents. 


A descriptive text prepared for visitors to Bossey describes the pole as a 
symbol of Native peoples' “participation in the Assembly and an expression of 
their heritage and spirituality”. Institute Director Adriaan Geense Says some 
will see the pole as “any other tourist attraction. We have to find ways to 
make this part of their "ecumenical education'." 


In some cases that will mean clearing up misconceptions about what totem poles 
are and what they mean. One of the most common of these is to consider the 
poles as objects of worship and the figures carved on them as representations 
of gods or demons. In fact, totem poles were never worshipped. The figures on 
them inspired veneration, rather than religious devotion. 


Jeffrey describes totem poles as “the equivalent of the seals of the kings and 
queens of England". And each of the various emblems on the pole has a 
particular meaning, as do the recurring symbols of the heraldry from other 
parts of the world. 


The carvers of the totem pole - prison inmates from several tribes - named pi 
the “Israel Pole". According to their written explanation, it represents 
“humanity's spiritual search through the ages, ... the story of the people who 
follow the spirit of God". 


In remarks to the group on behalf of the carvers, who are still in prison, How 
said they “would want it to be said at this occasion that their peoples have 
not been well and justly served by the divided and competitive Christian 
churches in the past five centuries. 


"The truths which the churches have preached have often been poorly 
represented by denominations which tried to remake indigenous people not in 
the image of God but in the image of their own church and the culture from 
which it came.” 


EPS 


RACIAL ETHNIC WOMEN Ecumenical Press 
IN MINISTRY CONFER Service 84.10.09 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from the information office 
of the New York-based National Council of Churches. ] 


WILLIAMS BAY (Wisconsin/US)(EPS) - "My, you preach like a man." That “is 
among comments that racial ethnic women in ministry, meeting here, said they 
have heard, and shared those comments to illustrate what one woman called 
their “double burden” of racism and sexism. 


“Of course, women preachers need not preach like a man,: but should use their 
own style”, commented Yvonne Beasley, pastor of the First Congregational 
United Church of Christ, Kings Mountain (North Carolina). She was among 64 
participants from more than a dozen denominations who participated in the 
consultation (12-14 September), sponsored by the Women in Ministry project of 
the [US] National Council of Churches. 


Consultation participants discussed this and a wide variety of other personal 
and institutional concerns in plenary sessions, denominational and ethnic 
caucuses, and workshops on subjects ranging from parish administration to 
“coping with life stress”. 


They identified a number of problems that racial ethnic women in ministry 
face, including lack of adequate financial aid for seminary training and 
continuing education; difficulty in getting job placements, and “the subtle 
and not-so-subtle ways that your male counterparts greet you" to indicate that 
“women are often not taken as seriously as their male counterpart", Beasley 
said. 


Participants noted the need for more racial ethnic women to pursue advanced 
studies in theological education, and urged that church bodies’ tailor 
recruitment and support to particular needs of racial ethnic ministers. 
Celebration also was a part of the consultation: Black, Hispanic, Asian and 
Native American women each led worship. 


Kate Cannon, a Presbyterian minister who teaches at the [Anglican] Episcopal 
Divinity School, Cambridge (Massachusetts), delivered the conference keynote: 
"None of us can afford to be spectators in our living", she said after listing 
many problems of society and challenges of ministry that her audience faces. 


The consultation was the first such conference since 1978. Reports from 
denominational caucuses and from the conference as a whole are to be forwarded 
to appropriate denominational staff. 


EPS 


Scottish ecumenical appeal on miners' strike EPS 84.10.10 
EDINBURGH (EPS) - Leaders of the [Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland 
and the Scottish [Anglican] Episcopal Church called (2/7 September) for 
compromise and reconciliation in the British miners' strike. They also 
declared their support for the "main thrust” of the remarks on the strike by 
the new (Anglican) bishop of Durham (EPS 84.10.28). The message was signed by 
Anglican Primus Alastair Haggart, and CS Moderator J.M.K. Paterson, as well as 


Maxwell Craig, convener of the CS church and national committee. 


EPS 


CHURCH GROUP CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
SEX, VIOLENCE IN MEDIA Service 84.10.11 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from the [US] National 
Council of Churches. ] 


NEW YORK - Exposure to gratuitous violence in film, cable and broadcast 
television is associated with an increase in aggressiveness and other 
antisocial behaviour. But viewing also has a more pervasive effect, 


cultivating a widespread “sense of living in a mean and scary world”. 


So said several researchers who testified at a hearing (21 September) on sex 
and violence in the media, sponsored by the communication commission of the 
[US] National Council of Churches. The hearing was the first in a series 
being held as part of a special study, with the result to be a proposed NCC 
policy statement including findings on the problem and recommendations for 
public policy. (A first public draft of it is expected late next year.) 


James M. Wall, editor of The Christian Century, Chicago, who is chairing the 
study committee, termed the study “the first religious national Study to 
seriously examine problems presented by sex and violence in media and at the 
same time dedicated to preserving the constitutional freedom of speech”. 


Not all of the seven panelists testifying agreed on the nature and extent of 
the effect of media sex and violence on viewers. But most said studies to 
date have findings at least strong enough “to cause us a level of concern”. 


Among those testifying at the hearing were: 


George Comstock, Newhouse Professor of Communication, Syracuse (New York), who 
urged better education of viewers, including children, "so that your healthy 
child says, ‘It's a lot of junk. Hurting people is not a good idea.'" 
Comstock shared highlights of his comprehensive survey of research to date on 
aggression and mass media, noting that "a very large majority of studies 
report a positive association between exposure to media violence and 
aggressiveness". 


Jerome L. Singer, co-director with his wife of the Family TV Research Center, 
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, who bemoaned the scanty “quality and 
availability of funding for research” on the effect of television on children. 


Morton Hill, a Jesuit priest and head of Morality in Media, New York, who 
urged a “massive public outpouring to the US president asking he order 
stepped-up enforcement of existing federal laws regarding trafficking in 
pornography, because much of the material is sent through the mail", 


David Pearl, chieif of behavioural sciences, Department of Health and Human 
Services, National Institute of Mental Health, who urged further exploration 
of television's potential as a “very potent teaching mediun. Children can be 
influenced in socially-desirable ways as well as dysfunctional ways." 


EPS 


Schools close in Malta church-state dispute EPS 84.10.12 
“VALLETTA (Malta) (EPS) - Private schools in this island nation were deserted 
on the first day of class (1 October). An estimated 20,000 students and 
teachers heeded a call from the Roman Catholic leadership to stay home in the 
face of government plans to enforce free education (EPS 84.04.34; 09.09). 


EPS 


Orthodox patriarch protests RC "proselytism" EPSO4. 10513 
JERUSALEM (EPS) - Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Diodorus of Jerusalem has 
complained of what the patriarch considers to be Roman Catholic attempts to 
make Orthodox in his area, especially pupils in Roman Catholic schools, become 
Roman Catholics. His letter was reported last month. 


Anglican-Lutheran Society publishes newsletter EPS 84.10.14 
LONDON (EPS) - The international Anglican-Lutheran Society, formed earlier 


this year and based here, published the first issue of its newsletter last 
month. The society's aims are to pray for the unity of the church, especially 
the Anglican and Lutheran communions; encourage opportunities for common 
worship, study, friendship and witness; and encourage a’ wider interest in and 
knowledge of their respective traditions and contemporary developments within 
them. The group reports 8/7 members from Europe and North America. 


GDR Lutherans split EPS 84.10.15 

BERLIN (EPS) - The 10-year-old Association of Independent Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in the GDR (East Germany) has split. Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Information reported (4 October) that the synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Free Church voted to cut ties with its association partner, the Old Lutheran 
Church. The break came on issues of biblical interpretation. The two groups 
include about 15,000 of the country's estimated 6 million Lutherans. 


Chinese church delegation visits Japan EPS 84.10.16 
TOKYO (EPS) - Ten Chinese church leaders, including YMCA-YWCA representatives, 


completed a 10-day visit to Japan (2 October) at the invitation of the 
National Council of Churches here. An NCC team visited China a year ago, and 
a Japanese YMCA team went to China recently. 


Swiss Protestants urge peace research, information protection EPS 84.10.17 
BERNE (EPS) - The Swiss Protestant Federation (FEPS) last month urged creation 
of an office to promote, coordinate, and document peace research. It also 
urged more protection for Swiss in connection with personal data collected 
about them by government and other agencies. FEPS groups Swiss Reformed and 


Methodist churches. 


US 'United Protestant' congregations EPS 84.10.18 
RICHLAND (Washington/US) (EPS) - Five US denominations have formed five 


"United Protestant' congregations here. One church group - _ Disciples, 
Methodist (UMC), Baptist (ABC), and Reformed (PCUSA and UCC) - sponsors each 
congregation, but membership comes from all participating bodies. Outreach 


money is given to the denominations in proportion to their representation in 
each congregation's membership. 


Romanian Baptists discuss church demolition order EPS 84.10.19 
ORADEA (Romania) (EPS) - Swiss-based European Baptist Press Service reports 
Romanian Baptist leaders were expected to meet late last month with local 
government authorities to discuss the 5 September order to demolish Second 
Baptist church, here. Congregational leaders reportedly consider alternative 
locations offered by the government “inappropriate.” In Washington, Baptist 
World Alliance Deputy General Secretary Denton Lotz and Associate Secretary 
Archibald Goldie went to the Romanian embassy to discuss the situation. 


Nordic Baptist reps meet EPS 84.10.20 
STOCKHOLM (EPS) - Representatives of Baptist denominations in Denmark, 


Norway, Sweden (2), and Finland (2) held their every-two-years meeting here. 
A report (25 September) from European Baptist Press Service said they 


discussed such themes as church growth, common Bible studies, and evangelism. 


EPS 


Ecumenical Bible in Japanese due next year EPS 84.10.21 
TOKYO (EPS) - Begun 15 years ago, an ecumenical translation of the Bible into 
Japanese is to be published in the first part of next year, Among the 
problems the translators faced was the use of “honorific language" ("keigo”), 
with a decision to use it with reference to God and Christ. In translating 
biblical names, it was decided to give greater weight to popular Japanese 
forms of the more well-known names, but to make more exact transliterations 
from the Hebrew and Greek of less common ones, 


NZ] NCC writes Reagan on nuclear policy EPS 84.10.22 
CHRISTCHURCH (New Zealand) (EPS) - The church and society of commission of the 
[New Zealand] National Council of Churches has written to US President Ronald 
Reagan in support of New Zealand's policy banning nuclear ships in NZ ports. 
The letter, reported by the council in its news service (October), calls it 
“unacceptable” that "any pressure ... from Australia, USA, or from within New 
Zealand,” cause the government to change its mind. The NZ decision has 
displeased representatives of its two allies. 


NZ _ church team visits East Europe EPS 84.10.23 
CHRISTCHURCH (New Zealand) (EPS) - A group of 25 New Zealanders spent August 
visiting the Soviet Union and four east European countries - Hungary, Romania, 
Bulgaria, and GDR. One of the group leaders, Alan Brash, said “we were very 
much moved by the integrity and sincerity of church life everywhere” in the 
area. He added that “within the restricting factors, the churches are very 
much alive and in some places obviously growing." He also said the group was 
“impressed by the intensity of the concern for peace everywhere.” The trip 
was under the auspices of this country's National Council of Churches. 


Kenya seminary makes appeal EPS 84.10.24 


LIMURU (Kenya) (EPS) - St. Paul's United Theological College, here, says it 
needs 500,000 Kenyan shillings to stay in operation. It is jointly sponsored 
by Kenyan Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist and Reformed denominations, and 
they have urged their members to contribute at least a shilling each in 
response to the appeal. 


Christian communicators form African fellowshi EPS 84.10.25 

NAIROBI (EPS) - Christian communicators from 20 African countries met here in 
August and resolved to found a Fellowship of Christian Communicators in Africa 
and Madagascar. Speaking on behalf of Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi, 
cabinet minister Jeremiah Nyaga urged the group to help in African development 
by fighting poverty and moral decadence on the continent. 


Moi suggests caution on clergy and politics EPS 84.10.26 


NAIROBI (EPS) - Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi suggested (13 September) 
church leaders either leave politics alone, or resign from church leadership 
and become politicians. He was referring to prayers and sermons, notably in 
Some congregations of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, considered 
supportive of former Attorney General Charles Njonjo. After one such incident 
earlier this year, the government temporarily ruled that church services would 
no longer be broadcast live. (Kenyan churches are allowed free of charge 20 
hours a week on national radio and tv.) A commission investigating charges 
Njonjo planned to overthrow the Moi government was expected to report soon. 


Pressure for SA chaplaincy change reported EPS 84.10.27 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - “Seek,” monthly of the [Anglican] Church of the Province 


of Southern Africa, reported last month that “pressure is building up within 
the church for a change in the structure of Anglican chaplaincy” in the South 


African armed forces. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Robert Nowell: "Letter from London" EPS 84.10.28 


For virtually the first six months of the miners' strike, which began in 


March, British church leaders kept remarkably silent. True, there were a few 
cautious comments, notably a call from the Archbishop of York, John Habgood, 
in April for caution over pit closures. But there was no real attempt to 


provide authoritative Christian guidance on the main issues involved in the 
dispute. ; 


Lately there has been increased church comment [EPS 84.09.51]. And now a 
storm has burst with the sermon delivered at his enthronement by the 
newly-appointed (Anglican) bishop of Durham, David Jenkins. Earlier this 
year his views on the virgin birth and the resurrection had caused furore 
enough, and there were even some who saw the lightning that set York cathedral 
on fire two days after his consecration as evidence of divine disapproval. 


Jenkins called for a speedy compromise settlement to the miners' strike 
without victory for either side and suggested this could be brought about by 
the withdrawal from the chairmanship of the National Coal Board of Ian 
MacGregor - “an imported elderly American” - and by Arthur Scargill, the 
miners’ president, climbing down from his absolute demands to show that he was 
a compassionate and realistic negotiator who cared more for people and for the 
future than for an ideology. 


This was based on the need for a responsible readiness to compromise. “Once 
we are clear that nobody has God's view of things or does God's will in God's 
way", said the bishop, "then it also becomes clear that to insist on one's own 
view and nothing but one's own view and the whole of one's own view is 
outrageously self-righteous, deeply inhuman and damnably dangerous... anyone 
who rejects compromise as a matter of policy, programme or conviction is 
putting himself or herself in the place of God.” 


There must be no victory for the miners on their terms of pits left open at 
all costs and the endorsement of civil violence for group ends, he said. 
Equally, there must be no victory for the government, which seemed in action 
to be determined to defeat the miners. "They also seem to be indifferent to 
poverty and powerlessness", he went’ on. “Their financial measures 
consistently improve the lot of the already better off while worsening that of 
the badly off. Their answer to civil unrest seems to be to make the means of 
suppression more efficient while ignoring or playing down the causes.” 


Jenkins' sermon drew sharp protests from Conservative members of Parliament. 
In a long letter to the bishop, the energy secretary, Peter Walker, stoutly 
defended MacGregor and the coal board and stressed that the government, far 
from ever trying to defeat the miners, had tried to see that they were 
victorious "to a degree unsurpassed in the history of the mining industry”. 


The bishop, however, was supported by both Anglican archbishops. Another 
Anglican bishop of a mining area - David Lunn of Sheffield - echoed his call 
for compromise and against total victory for either side. 


Jenkins himself remained unrepentant. He stressed that “complete victory for 
one side would be a disaster for all of us” and that a gladiatorial contest 
between MacGregor and Scargill was no good for anyone. And he _ promised 
church and nation a lively future: "I cannot claim to be right in detailed 


practical suggestions, but I do claim to be asking some of the right questions 
in the name of God, and I shall continue to make specific but contentious 


points because we have to get down to practical actions and real hope.” 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Pat Corbett: "The Sanctuary Movement” EPS 84.10.29 


[The North American “sanctuary movement" was one of three recipients of 
Letelier/Moffitt Memorial Human Rights Awards, in Washington (21 September; 
EPS 84.09.69). The movement includes an estimated 150 congregations and 
70,000 “active sanctuary workers", This item is excerpted from the 
acceptance speech on their behalf by Pat Corbett, whose congregation 
(Southside Presbyterian) in Tucson (Arizona) became the first in the US to 
declare such a sanctuary policy, in March 1982. ] 


Central American refugees who are caught by our government are hidden, 
tricked, intimidated, and broken in order to dispose of them as quickly and 
quietly as possible. The violation of refugee rights in the United States is 
integral to our government's support of gross violators of human rights in 
Central America. Allowing the victims to find asylum in the United States 
would not merely be politically inconsistent with US backing for the military 
rule they are fleeing, but pacification strategy also requires that, when a 
sweep-and-clear operation uproots the countryside, the survivors must have no 
alternative to placing themselves under military control. Pacification 
programmes won't work if, instead of being forced into strategic hamlets, the 
refugees go to Los Angeles. 


What has come to be called 'the Sanctuary movement’ started with many 
thousands of people in this country who decided to help fugitive Salvadorans 
and Guatemalans. It happened everywhere along the Mexican border and 
wherever else the refugees arrived in large numbers. Because fugitives from 
state terror customarily turn to the church for protection, refugees often go 
to places of worship to ask for help in escaping capture. And, as awareness 
of the situation has spread, the refugees' presence has come to confront 
churches and synagogues throughout the United States with the choice that 
faced the Latin American bishops in 1968 at Medellin: we can become illegals 
alongside the refugees or we can collaborate with state terror; we can serve 
the rule of love or we can serve the rule of violence; but we cannot serve 
both. If we help the Central American refugee who is being hunted down in 
our streets, the Reagan administration maintains that we are felons, subject 
to as much as five years' imprisonment for each refugee we help escape 
capture, and, further, that the congregational practice of the Biblical 
covenant to protect the persecuted is a criminal conspiracy. 


Is the church in this country now a criminal conspiracy? There really is no 
Sanctuary movement apart from the covenant people whom the Christians among us 
customarily call 'the church’. The covenant to become a people that hallows 
the earth with peace and justice has always entailed that the beneficiaries of 
conquest relinquish their allegiance to wealth and domination, taking their 
Stand with the poor and persecuted in the face of organized oppression. The 
arrival of the refugees, in combination with our government's violation of 
their basic rights, forces churches and synagogues to decide whether they will 
obey government officials or whether they will adhere to the prophetic faith 
they proclaim. 


This means that no one invented the sanctuary movement. It has emerged out 
of the situation in which covenant congregations find themselves in the United 
States today. Journalistic myth has it that a few of us in Tucson decided to 
start the sanctuary movement and then it spread out across the country, but 
the actuality is that the movement first spread with the refugees, developing 
out of their personal contact with faith communities. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Charles Harper: “The Church and Human Rights” EPS 84.10.30 


[This is the conclusion of an acceptance speech during presentation of the 
Letelier/Moffit Memorial Human Rights Awards, in Washington (21 September; 
EPS 84.09.69). Harper heads the WCC Human Rights Resources Office for Latin 
America, in Geneva. Also receiving awards at the same ceremony were Romon 
Custodio Lopez, founder of the Committee for Human Rights in Honduras, and the 
North American sanctuary movement , religious congregations which “offer 
asylum to refugees fleeing political terror in their homeland”. ] 


... The sixth assembly of the World Council of Churches affirmed over and over 
again the sanctity of life: "All human beings, regardless of race, sex or 
belief have been created by God as individuals and in human community”. In 
very concrete ways this has been translated into steady and massive support to 
enable and strengthen church initiatives all across Latin America and the 
Caribbean in the defence and promotion of human rights. Churches and 
Christian communities - sometimes against their ingrained practices and 
history - have become major forces for change in reaching those objectives, 
quite simply because at the roots of the biblical Judeo-Christian mandate lies 
the motivation and power for our actions. This biblical imperative also 
contains the tremendous ability to convert the churches away from catering to 
the needs of the economic and political elite, towards becoming servants of 
the poor majorities. 


We have learned from the Latin American churches, human rights movements, 
students, and labour unions that these majorities have an historic vision. 
It is one we have all shared but which has been deliberately delayed, 
marginalized and repressed by the privileged few: It is a vision of 
participation, in which they determine their own future, step into their own 
political processes, receive just wages, are able to eat, learn, enjoy health 
and, in the words of the Brazilian bishops, to receive the “recognition which 
God has conferred upon humanity”. 


If there is one single lesson that has struck me throughout these years of 
participation in the international movement for human rights, it is that the 
vision can be attained only by the people themselves, be it in Chile, 
Argentina or in Nicaragua. I don't think that one can insist enough, in 
sufficiently strong terms, that real democratic change for justice and the new 
life can only come from within a society. All and any effective solidarity 
which we may mobilize, and might exercise from outside is one which supports 
these organized initiatives within a nation, as the majorities forge their 
visions into viable alternatives to systems of injustice. 


Cracks in the apartheid system will only widen through the actions of the 
children of Soweto. The return of exiles to Bolivia, and the massive call 
for elections after years of military dictatorship were sparked by the 1978 
hunger strike of 14 indigenous women and their children. Today, the media - 
both in east and west - quite curiously ignore the fact that the principle 
social force in the German Democratic Republic which has_ contributed 
significantly to the present thaw in relations between the two Germanies, has 
been the -"Swords into Ploughshares” peace movement of thousands of young 
church people. 


What the international community can do, and at best inadequately, is to give 


support to this, and to those in struggle. All our work in pressing the 
United Nations for action, in the mobilization of public opinion, in testimony 
and action, is only meaningful in this way. It then becomes our struggle and 


true community becomes unshakeable. ... 
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SHOPTALK 


The WCC interchurch aid commission (CICARWS) has announced a limited 
appeal for aid to displaced Rama Indians in Nicaragua. Most of the 
approximately 1,000 Rama Indians are Moravians. They fled their 
homes on the Atlantic coast following fighting there in July between 
government and anti-government forces. The appeal from the Moravian 
Church says the Rama Indians need "food, medicines, clothes, tools, 
construction materials, kitchenware, and means of transportation." 

A copy of the CICARWS appeal is available to journalists on request 
to CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


++ ett 


"New Coledonia: Towards Kanak Independence" is the latest (1984/2) in the 
"Background Information” series of the WCC Commission of the Churches 

on International Affairs. Based on reports of an ecumenical visit to 

New Caledonia (27 April - 11 May; EPS 84.07.64), it includes nine 
appendices, including a chronological table, and various church and 
government statements. A copy is available to journalists on request 


to CCIA, Box 66, Ch-1211 Geneva 20. 


t++eetet 


“The latest issue of "MECC Perspectives" (No. 2, August/September 1984) 

is available to journalists on request to the MECC International Project, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The project is sponsored by the Beirut-—based 
Middle East Council of Churches in connection with the WCC (CCIA). 


++t+t+ + 


A provisional transcript of the 4 October Geneva press conference by 
Allan Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

and a leader of the United Democratic Front in South Africa, is available 
to journalists on request to EPS, 


EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL ENCOUNTER Ecumenical Press 


CONSIDERS CREED, COMMON WITNESS Service 84.10.31 
RIVA DEL GARDA (Italy) (EPS/Robin Gurney) - A major document, on the 


Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed of SSL; FyAsD a Piwas h at. pathe ¥iicéntrel.of 
deliberations at the Third European Ecumenical Encounter, here (3-7 October). 


Vast areas of agreement among the churches were shown in the draft text under 
discussion. In addition, major papers were given on the origins and 
historical development of the creed as it is known today. 


Much of the discussion around the draft document focused on its status for the 
church. An amendment to the text clarified this by stating: "In this matter 
we are acting on our personal responsibility.” But it was clearly expected 
that the text would be widely distributed and discussed. 


The other main discussion point concerned the “filioque”. This is described 
in a conference amendment as "a customary addition to the Creed of 
Constantinople in the Western Churches”. The amendment notes that some 
western churches are currently considering the use of the original, conciliar 
form of the creed. It was this form that was used at the ecumenical service 
in Trent cathedral at the conclusion of the Encounter (EPS 84.10.32). 


In addition to discussion on the creed, two sessions of the Encounter were 
given over to consideration of Study document on common witness from the Joint 
Working Group of the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of 
Churches. Other items which were received for information concerned the 
church and political situation in Northern Ireland and in the Basque country 
of Spain and France. 


Featured in a panel presentation on common witness were Emilio Castro, WCC 
general secretary elect, Cyril Argenti, an Eastern Orthodox parish priest from 
Marseilles, and English Roman Catholic Bishop Alan Clark. 


Castro challenged the churches of Europe to “surprise” the adversary by 
remaining together. He called the document on common witness a “serious 
challenge to the consciousness of every priest, every pastor, and to the 
vocation of the whole people of God". He also called on the churches to 
define the new missionary areas of Europe which demand a collective 
response. He listed some of these as the new rock culture of youth, the 
issues raised by science and technology, the problem of peace, and the 
confrontation between the powers of slavery manifested in drug use and abuse 
and these in contrast to the power of the freedom of the gospel. 


Argenti drew on his experience to illustrate how the churches work together in 
forms of common witness. Clark concentrated on the consideration of common 
witness at the local level, noting in particular covenants between 
congregations of different traditions. 


The spiritual responsibility for such common witness was one of the themes 
picked up by Pope John Paul II in his message to the Encounter. The message, 
transmitted through the president of the European bishops' conference, noted 
that “so many of the divisions which exist among Christians had their origin 
in Europe and came to other parts of the world in the wake of the preaching of 
the gospel. Therefore the ecumenical responsibility of Europe extends beyond 
its continental limits and is both heavy and urgent.” 


EPS 


ECUMENICAL SERVICE IN TRENT Ecumenical Press. 
CONCLUDES EUROPEAN ENCOUNTER Service 84.10.32 


TRENT (Italy)(EPS/Robin Gurney) ~- The ancient stones of the cathedral here, 
where more than 400 years ago the Council of Trent's judgements on the 
Reformation solidified Christian divisions, resounded to the applause of the 
thousands of faithful gathered for an ecumenical service (7 October). The 
service brought together participants from the Third European Ecumenical 
Encounter which met (3-7 October) 40 kilometres away in Riva del Garda. 


The spontaneous applause of the congregation undergirded the joyous 
participation of the delegates as they exchanged the peace as an integral part 
of the ecumenical service while acknowledging that they were still officially 
unable to take communion together. 


Along the central aisle of the great romanesque cathedral the hundred or so 
delegates from the Council of European Bishops' Conference and the Conference 
of European Churches were seated alternately as a symbol of desire for unity. 


In his greeting, Trent Archbishop Alessandro Gottardi said the whole Christian 
community of Trent was “crowding round you with reverence and affection, alive 
to the faith to which you bear witness”. He went on to outline the shape of 
the service “to join in a prayer of repentance, to profess together one faith, 
to proclaim together one message of peace”. CEC President André Appel called 
the service "a rare occasion, this gathering of persons representing all the 
branches of Christianity in Europe”. 


The service itself had two points of climax, one the exchange of peace, the 
other the reading, first in the original Greek and then by all participants, 
of the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed of 381 A.D. This creed was at the 
centre of deliberations of the Encounter and was described in the service by 
CEBC President Basil Hume, as “our common heritage from the early councils of 
Nicaea and Constantinople more than 1500 years ago”. He went on to say that 
the creed “retains in our day its power to express the faith which lives 
within us. Our common witness might have seemed an impossible dream just one 
generation ago. Today we can see ourselves how the Holy Spirit has in our 
lifetime inspired Christians to work for unity and has brought us here today.” 


The "Message to the Christians of Europe” prepared by the Encounter over the 
days prior to the service notes that “our common confession of the faith 
challenges us to find new ways of responding together to the questions raised 
by the modern world and of providing together the service of aid and sharing 
which Christ commands. Peace, disarmament, human rights, the place of women 
in church and society, unemployment, poverty, the ecology - these are some of 
the difficult questions to which we as Christians should seek answers 
together, and seek them soon.” 


The issue of peace, where Europe has a great responsibility, was taken up in a 
public manifestation earlier in the week when delegates travelled to Rovereto, 
some 20 kilometres from Riva del Garda, for a torchlight procession for peace. 


Encounter participants and townspeople walked silently through the ancient 
streets of this town which suffered in both world wars. This silent witness 
climaxed at a peace park high on a hill above the town with the ringing of a 
massive peace bell forged from the remains of weapons used to kill in the two 
conflicts. As the echo of the bell resounded over the mountains and valleys 
of this picturesque Italian town, prayers, rendered in a variety of languages, 
mingled in an over-all petition for peace. 
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WORLD CHURCH DELEGATION Ecumenical Press 
VISITS SUDAN ON CONCERNS Service 84.10.33 


GENEVA (EPS) - A five-person delegation from the World Council of Churches 
visited Sudan (29 September-2 October) at the invitation of the government to 
discuss WCC concerns about recent developments, including an administrative 
division of the country's southern region (where most of the country's 
Christians live), and the introduction of Islamic law (Sharia). 


In a comment after the visit, WCC international affairs director Ninan Koshy 
described the talks with government officials, including President Gaafar 
Nimeiry, as "frank and held in the spirit of common commitment to truth; 
justice and peace. The government has recognized the need for discussions 
with churches in Sudan, and has agreed in principle to the formation of a 
committee of Muslims and Christians on the Sharia and its implementation.” 


He added that Nimeiry “assured the delegation of freedom of religion 
guaranteed by the constitution." He said the WCC visitors “welcomed the 
willingness of the government for reopening the issue of redivision [of 
southern Sudan], and also its readiness for dialogue." 


Koshy said the "WCC is deeply grateful to the Sudan government for the 
Opportunity to discuss with it at the highest levels some of our concerns." 
He said the group “appealed to the government to take further steps that would 
create a climate of confidence in which negotiations could be held with a view 
to resolving the conflict peacefully. We hope to have further discussions 
with the churches in Sudan and the government,” he added. 


Besides Koshy, the NCC delegation included William P. Thompson, a member of 
the WCC central committee from the US; Gabriel Habib, general secretary of the 
Middle East Council of Churches; Pierre Alexandre, a French professor; and 
John Kamau, general Secretary of the National Council of Churches of Kenya. 


Besides Nimeiry, the group met with Mohamed Abdel Gadir Omer, first secretary 
of the Sudan Socialist Union; Joseph Lagu, Sudan's vice president; Yousif El 
Khalifa Abu Bakr, government minister of religious affairs; Hassam Al Turabi, 
presidential adviser on foreign affairs; and Abbas Musa, minister of state for 
foreign affairs. There were also meetings with church leaders. 


As the group described the discussions, they "centred on the unrest in the 
south [of Sudan] and the implications of the implementation of Sharia. ... The 
delegation represented the concerns of the churches in Sudan which had 
expressed considerable disquiet" (EPS 84.06.63). 


Some of that discontent is reflected in the armed struggle being waged. by the 
Sudan People's Liberation Movement and other groups. They charge the 
government has violated the Addis Ababa agreement which gave the south 
regional autonomy, and included special provisions regarding political, 
financial, and military arrangements. The WCC played a major role in 
negotiations in the 1970s which produced the agreement, and ended a long civil 
war, 


The "World Christian Encyclopaedia" estimates that of approximately 22 million 
‘Sudanese, about three-quarters are Muslims, about one-tenth Christians, with 
‘Most of the rest followers of various tribal religions. Two WCC members are 
headquartered in Sudan - [Anglican] Church of the Province of the Sudan and 
‘Presbyterian Church in the Sudan. Other WCC members (Ethiopian [Oriental] 


Orthodox Church, Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Church) have congregations there. 
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WORKSHOP WARNS ON INVOLUNTARY Ecumenical Press 
REPATRIATION OF AFRICA REFUGEES Service 84.10.34 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material (8 October) from Africa 
Church Information Service, Nairobi. ] 


NAIROBI - Involuntary repatriation of refugees in Africa has landed many of 
them in the wrong hands, delegates to the recent one-week workshop for refugee 
workers, here, observed. The meeting was sponsored by the All Africa 


Conference of Churches, Lutheran World Federation and World Council of 
Churches. Representatives of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) also 
attended. 


The 65 participants from 23 nations said political instability in many African 
countries was responsible for the escalating numbers of African refugees now 
estimated at five million. They recommended voluntary repatriation as the 
most effective way of tackling the refugee problem and appealed to the 
churches to be at the forefront in opposing involuntary repatriation. 


The workshop called a more effective co-ordination of refugee work among the 
governmental and non-governmental agencies. It recommended that the church 
concentrate on relief programmes. "There are many governmental and 
non-governmental agencies involved in relief programmes, but very few of them 
are engaged in finding lasting solutions to this plight", participants said. 


One workshop speaker, Akafwale Muyale, personal assistant to the AACC general 
secretary, said corrupt tendencies among some African leaders created 
instability and aggravated the refugee problem. He urged churches to speak 
out whenever human rights were violated. "The Church should not wait until 
refugees are created. We must all be ready to speak out against injustices 
whether our governments will like us or not”, he said. 


The chairman of the AACC refugee projects committee, Zairian Pastor Tshimungu 
Mayela, said the refugee problem in Africa would continue as long as 
governments were allowed to interpret violation of human rights to suit their 
interests. But this, he said, should not discourage churches from 
pressurising governments to respect the human rights charters of the UN and 
the Organization of African Unity. 


Kenyan Anglican Archbishop Kuria, said the church's ministry among the 
refugees is risky, “but risks should not sway churches away from serving these 
needy sons and daughters in Africa". He told participants that “churches 
should continue to warn governments of the possible dangers ahead of them as a 
result of their violation of human rights”. 


The WCC secretary for African refugees, Melaku Kifle, paid glowing tribute to 
African governments which continued to host refugees despite the economic 


hardships facing them. Kifle said that while some African governments were 
responsible for creating refugees, others were totally committed to 
re-settling them. "This is not a simple task, considering that most African 


countries are currently going through a harsh drought and other economic and 


social problems. We should not lose sight of this while blaming some of them 
for creating refugees”, he said. 


Ishmael Noko, from the LWF staff in Geneva, urged church leadership to 
integrate the refugee issue into the daily life work of the churches, 
suggesting that “before ordination, theological students should spend some 
time in refugee settlements and camps.” 
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UGANDAN PRESIDENT WARNS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH ON 'FALSE REPORTS! Service 84.10.35 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from Africa Church 
Information Service, Nairobi. ] 


KAMPALA (EPS/David Musoke) - Ugandan President Milton Obote has attacked 
Ugandan bishops and other leaders who "move out of the country stealthily and 
spread false reports against the government to mar its good image". The 


56-year-old Ugandan leader said Some bishops “talk against democracy instead 
of encouraging it". 


Addressing a large congregation during the recent installation and 
consecration of a new Anglican bishop of the newly-established diocese of 
South Rwenzori at Kasese, about 300 miles from here, Obote said he was not 
worried about the current talk about Uganda's human rights record in the 
foreign press. 


Without naming anyone, Obote said some religious leaders were not clean. 
“They leave the country quietly and you hear them saying that people are being 
killed in Uganda and that the answer would be that 'Obote should leave 
politics’. “If you are a bishop and you go to California to try and persuade 
the government there to force the Uganda government to step down or to go to 
Addis Ababa and bring back a new government, then you are not a true bishop", 
Obote charged. 


Dr Obote told the congregation that he was not prepared to go to Addis Ababa 
for round-table peace talks with opposition forces fighting a bush war against 
his four-year-old government. He said he could not compromise on the laws of 
Uganda and advised bishops that if they compromised on their creed, they 
should leave Christianity. 


He said he was not worried about the "false" propaganda in the foreign press 
because Uganda was pursuing the correct policies of reconciliation, 
forgiveness, and of freedom of worship, movement, learning and the press. 


A few months back, the leader of the Roman Catholic Church in Uganda Emmanuel 
Cardinal Nsubuga, triggered off a national debate when he urged the government 
to talk to dissident groups at a round-table chaired by the Organization of 
African Unity secretary-general in Addis Ababa. Obote and several leaders in 
his government have since spoken against this proposal. However, the leader 
of the opposition Democratic Party, Paul Ssemogerere, has Supported this 
Suggestion as a way of putting a stop to the current blood-letting. 


About a month ago, a senior US government official, Elliot Abrams, said that 
between 150,000 and 200,000 civilians had been massacred by the Ugandan army 
in the last four years in the disturbed Luwero triangle, where government 
troops have been campaigning against anti-government guerrillas. The US 
official described Uganda's human rights record as "horrendous". The Uganda 
government reacted angrily. 


Meanwhile, Uganda's Ministry of Internal Affairs issued a statement 
categorically denying allegations made at a press conference in Boston by 
Nsubuga that his home in Kampala was searched by security forces or that the 
government had anything to do with four priests missing from the archdiocese. 
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US BLACK CHURCH LEADERS TOLD Ecumenical Press 
THEY FAIL TO TEACH THE GOSPEL Service 84.10.36 


[This item is abridged and adapted from New York-based Religious News Service. ] 


WASHINGTON (EPS) - A group of 100 black church leaders was told here they have 
superficially "idealized" the late Dr Martin Luther King without following the 
example he provided as a religious leader of both intelligence and faith. 


James H. Cone, pioneer of “black theology”, said church leaders have failed to 
teach themselves and young people to systematically analyse the causes of 
poverty and injustice, as did King and the late Malcolm X. "We preach the 
gospel, but we don't teach it”, he said at the annual meeting of Partners in 
Ecumenism, affiliated with the National Council of Churches. 


"It is disgusting to see lazy black preachers who have time to do everything 
but read a book”, declared Cone, a professor of systematic theology at Union 
Theological Seminary in New York. "Our seminaries and church denominations 
have failed to instil within our ministers the need to continue to develop 
their intelligence through a disciplined program of study.” He said blacks 
are in dire need of leaders like King, with “courage to stand up against the 
odds, and the intelligence to ... analyse the causes of injustice”. 


A minister in the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Cone's first book was 
published in 1969, when he was 30. At the time, his appeal for blacks to go 
beyond the issue of race in America to a concern for economic injustice both 
here and abroad was considered revolutionary. 


Recently, Cone has begun to urge blacks to seriously study the lives and 
thinking of two very different black leaders — King, an “integrationist’", and 
Malcolm X, a "separatist" - as the starting point for a new theological vision 
of "black struggle and global freedom”. 


In several lectures and informal sessions during the ecumenical black church 
meeting (here, 25-27 September) Cone continued his reputation for challenging 
respected figures in the black community, such as civil rights leaders and the 
black church. He visibly stunned some of the church people, when he said 
during one session that “most gods have not been useful” to poor and oppressed 
people thoughout the world. 


"Can you imagine,” Cone asked, "what would happen if we started doing in the 
black church what is going on now in the basic Christian communities of Latin 
America?" He was referring to the thousands of small groups throughout Latin 
America which meet regularly to study the relevance of the scriptures to their 
social conditions. "There is really teaching going on,” he said. "They are 
analysing the world in which they live, in the light of faith and scripture.” 


Suggesting that black churches have no serious "teaching ministry", he said: 
"I don't believe any people can be free if they don't analyse what the nature 
of their oppression is". He told his audience "we are all tokens,” observing 
that his being at Union Seminary "is not going to put food on anyone's table.” 


Cone said that in the last few years of his life, King began to realize that 
his civil rights movement was helping middle-class blacks, but not “the 
masses" of blacks and poor whites. For that reason, he said, King went from 
an “integrationist” who tried to reform the system to a “revolutionary, and 
said in private that he was a Marxist", Cone said. "If white people knew 
what King was about, they would have never named a holiday for him.” 
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POPE MEETS CANADIAN Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL LEADERS Service 84.10.37 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from the "Canadian 
Churchman”, monthly of the Anglican Church of Canada. The pope visited 
Canada last month. ] 


Twenty-five years ago, says Canadian Anglican Archbishop Ted Scott, -it 
couldn't have happened. The fact that the pope was able to sit in a large 
circle, with heads of other Christian groups, talking informally about common 
needs, shows just how far ecumenism has gone in 25 years, he added. 


after the ecumenical service in St Paul's Anglican church here. The pope and 
his senior advisers had been invited by the Canadian Council of Churches to 
meet with Canadian church leaders after the service. The invitation went out 
in the form of a pastoral letter and a great deal of planning was needed for 
what was to be a relatively brief encounter. 


The Canadian church leaders put on the agenda three items: how best to 
express community together beyond traditional loyalties; the importance of 
continuing dialogue through joint social action; how best to share in the 
growing importance of the ministry of .all)*'men and” women in church 
leadership. The short time allowed about 12 minutes on each topic. 


Scott emphasized the meeting in adjacent Cody Hall was not an audience with 
the pope, but that he and his people were the guests at the invitation of the 
CCC member churches. "There was an air of informality to it", recalled the 
primate. "We were gathered around in a common circle, seated in equally- 
sized chairs. It was really more of a conversation. "He (the pope) said he 
wanted to listen and learn more about our concerns. Questions were direct 
and frankly put", the primate observed. 


Several women were among the church leaders taking part in this dialogue, 
including Anglican Diane Maybee, Presbyterian Heather Johnston, and the United 
Church's Genevieve Carder. Also on hand was Donna Geernaert, an ecumenical 
staff person from the Ottawa offices of the Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (CCCB). 


During the informal meeting, the pope and his aides listened to brief outlines 
of the three themes. Johnston, a CCC past president and World Council of 
Churches delegate, prefaced the topic of expressing community beyond 
traditional loyalties. The need for continued joint social action was 
introduced by Robert Binhammer, president of the Lutheran Church in America 
Canada section. 


The United Church of Canada's newly-elected moderator, Robert Smith, opened 
discussion on the importance of the ministy of “all Christian men and women in 
the church's leadership". It was noted that some churches make greater 
distinction between ordained and lay ministry than do others. 


Scott said "The fact is they (the organizers) cleared time in the schedule for 
this event, giving it the second-highest billing in Toronto next to the mass 
at Downsview." He said the pope showed informality, openness and the human 
touch, that he believed the pope was iving ecumenical leadership by example. 
"When the leader of the largest Christian religious body in the world sits 
down and listens, he is giving importance to it. The pope is saying ... that 
ecumenical relations should be taken seriously", he added. 


EPS 


IRISH CHURCH-STATE Ecumenical Press 
DEBATE SEEN LOOMING Service 84.10.38 


[This item is abridged and adapted from New-York based Religious News Service. ] 


DUBLIN (EPS/Austin Carley) - A bitter church-state conflict is looming on the 
Irish horizon. Should it get out of hand, the fragile fabric of consensus 
between secular and canon law, which has been traditional in Ireland, may be 
seriously damaged. 


After their annual meeting this month, the Roman Catholic bishops are expected 
to publish a pastoral statement on Christian love, sexuality and marriage. The 
document is expected to emphasize the theme of the pope's recent homilies 
condemning divorce and reaffirming the 1968 Vatican limits on artificial 
methods of contraception. 


The publication of the pastoral statement will coincide with the deliberations 


of two parliamentary committees ~- one preparing a bill to legalize the 
prescription and sale of contraceptives in the Irish Republic - the other 
charged with framing a divorce law. (Across the border in the six counties 


of Northern Ireland which are part of the UK, contraception, divorce and 
abortion are legal. Roman Catholics are a majority in the Irish Republic and 
a minority in Northern Ireland.) 


If opinion polls are correct, a majority of voters support the legalization of 
the sale of contraceptives and the repeal of the constitutional ban on 
divorce. An estimated 100,000 persons in Ireland are separated from their 
spouses, and social and pastoral workers say the incidence of marriage 
breakdown is increasing rapidly in all social classes, especially in the 
under-30 age-bracket. Some 3,000 church annulments of marriage have been 
granted over the last twenty years. 


Since legalizing divorce would require a change in the constitution, a 


national referendum must be held. Two years ago, a referendum to legalize 
abortion, which is also prohibited by the Irish constitution of 1937, was 
defeated by more than two-to-one. But the realization that one-third of 


Irish voters were in favour of abortion surprised and depressed the more 
conservative sectors of society. 


The abortion referendum campaign proved extremely divisive, and many of the 
wounds inflicted will have scarcely healed by the time the referendum on 
divorce is called. Though most politicans are in no mood for an encore, 
considerable pressure is being put on parliament to introduce some form of 
legal divorce. 


Ironically, much of this pressure is coming from persons already granted 
church annulments. While allowed to marry again in church, the partners of 
an annulled marriage are still married in the eyes of the state. 


EPS 


Roman Catholic bishops visit China EPS 84.10.39 
HONG KONG (EPS) - Five Roman Catholic bishops spent a week in China (24-29 
September) under the auspices of the human development office of the 
Federation of Asian Bishops' Conferences. The group visited Shanghai, 
Nanjing, and Guangzhou, and, among other things, met representatives of the 
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, the government-recognized Catholic 
organisation which has cut ties with the Vatican. 


EPS 


GDR SYNOD SPEAKS Ecumenical Press 
ON TRAVEL, PEACE Service 84.10.40 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lutheran World Information. ] 


GREIFSWALD (GDR)(EPS) - The annual synod, here, of the Federation of 
Evangelical [Lutheran and United Reformed] Churches in the German Democratic 
Republic, has called for the broadening of travel possibilities for East 
German citizens. nha unanimously~accepted statement, the synod said it 
hopes current regulations that govern travel and the reuniting of families 
will be "fully used and applied in an unbureaucratic way". The synod said 
causes for emigration requests and their processing should be understood as a 
"long-term task of society.” 


Last year's synod statement on the “spirit, logic and practice of deterrence” 
was reconfirmed: "We cannot reconcile oursleves to the placing of missiles in 
Western Europe and the counter-measures in the Warsaw Pact states.” Military 
means and military service were seen by many members of the synod as being 
less and less a meaningful instrument for securing peace. 


To mark the 40th anniversary of the end of World War II (next 4 May), the 
Synod passed a resolution expressing gratitude for living in a state "that has 
Significantly contributed to the keeping of peace in Europe”. It is this 
peace task that gives a solid reason for "the state and the church to work on 
keeping and deepening the trust which has grown (between them) in spite of 
some difficulties, and to see this work as instrumental to the encouragement 
of peace", the synod said. 


EPS 
HUNGARIAN PASTOR SUSPENDED; Ecumenical Press 
NORWEGIAN BISHOP IN APPEAL Service 84.10.41 


OSLO (EPS) - The chief bishop of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) says the 
presiding bishop of the Lutheran Church in Hungary should drop the case 
against a Hungarian pastor critical of the Hungarian bishop's leadership. 


Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot expressed "regret that one cannot express oneself 
freely in a church, without risking disciplinary measures," a reference to the 
suspension of Pastor Zoltan Doka. During this year's assembly of the Lutheran 
World Federation in Budapest, Doka, then on Study leave in Federal (West) 
Germany (BRD), sent an open letter which, among other things, was strongly 
critical of the leadership of LCH Presiding Bishop Zoltan Kaldy. 


At the assembly, Kaldy was elected LWF president. Aarflot is a member of the 
LWF executive committee. When Doka returned from the BRD, he was suspended 
from his parish pastorate, on grounds he returned late. Kaldy is reported in 
Norway to be in a position to “drop the charges" against Doka “at any moment.” 


The official LCH publication ran an article strongly critical of Doka last 
month. Many of his fellow pastors reportedly oppose the actions taken against 
him. Aarflot said he has told Kaldy that LWF members will follow closely how 


the LCH leadership deals with pastors who criticize it. 


Speaking in Vienna, the LCH's other bishop, Gyula Nagy, said “Pastor Doka has 
not been condemned. This procedure and his temporary suspension mean that a 


Study is beginning and it can end either way. Bishop Kaldy is not 
participating. ... There is no one, including Bishop Kaldy, who is interested 


in punishing Pastor Doka." 


EPS 


CHURCH GROUP SPEAKS ON Ecumenical Press 
SEVERAL INDIAN ISSUES Service 84.10.42 


BANGALORE (India) (EPS) - The justice and peace commission of the Joint 
Council of the [United] Church of North India, [United] Church of South India, 
and Mar Thoma Church has issued statements and recommendations on 11 issues, 
including "peace and the nuclear threat,” laws on marriage and divorce passed 
in the 19th century, “caste issues," and “alcoholism and drug addiction.” 

They are subject to consideration and action by the council. Among other 
things, the commission urges: 


- the Indian government to “scrutinize its defence spending and reduce 
wherever possible such expenses, especially that on police and torture 
weapons.” 

- "a constant vigil" against “the culture of militarism that has overtaken 
all aspects of our lives.” 

- a Sunday “set apart for special liturgy on peace.” 

- appointment of a “panel of scientists, theologians, and political 
thinkers to study” issues of war and peace. 

- an end to anomalies, inconsistencies, and archaisms in Indian divorce 
and marriage laws, and more church attention to mixed and interfaith 
marriages, of which “more and more ... will take place” in the future. 

- attention to the increased respectablility of “social drinking" and the 
"srowing menace of drug addiction" 

- "a fund for outcastes at the synod level” 

- use of projects and programmes of the anti-racism programme of the World 
Council of Churches to help with the "liberation of outcaste people in India.” 

-~ an end to the “evil practice" of bridal dowries which has led to “bride 
burning” and “huge debts" for dowry-giving parents. 


EPS 
MADAGASCAR CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
COMMITTEE MEETS Service 84.10.43 
ANTANANARIVO (Malagasy Republic) (EPS) - The committee of the Christian 


Council of Churches in Madagascar (FFKM) held its sixth annual meeting, with 
several church and church-state issues on its agenda. 


The committee made several requests to the government in connection with its 
policy towards church-run private schools, including various forms of 
increased government aid. Commenting on education policy in general, it urged 
that “school subjects .. not be used as a means of teaching political 
ideologies” and that "the moral education of people ... be stressed, and also 
Malagasy values.” 


Regarding the country's capital punishment law, the increase in unemployment, 
and the establishment of a single-party state, the committee directed the FFKM 
national life section to clarify the issues, and suggest courses of action to 
the FFKM executive committee. 


The committee also dealt with several other ecumenical issues, including 
recommendations that the four FFKM member denominations (Anglican, Lutheran, 
Roman Catholic, United) “increase the existing effort to invite each other and 
work together and to plan together, that there be theological discussions in 
Madagascar parallel to those going on internationally, and that the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity be observed next January with the international 
materials adapted to “suit the Malagasy mentality.” 


EPS 


KENYA GOVERNMENT HALTS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH REGISTRATIONS Service 84.10.44 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from IPS news agency. ] 


NAIROBI (EPS) - The Kenya government announced (2 October) the suspension of 
registration for new or splinter churches. Attorney general Matthew Muli 
said his office would examine all churches that preach foreign ideologies and 
those that violate their constitution. 


welfare and good order in Kenya. 


Muli told parliament last month that churches already registered would be 
scrutinized and if anything fishy were found, they would be struck off the 
register, He said a number of religious organizations had registered 
themselves as businesses after being denied registration as churches. 


"In recent times," he Said, “several churches in Kenya have been beset by all 
manner of wrangles. There have been splits within the rank and file, and 
accusations have been traded left and right“, he -said...."In--some instances, 
certain churches have tended to question some government policies and 
measures. I would like to take this Opportunity to ask all those concerned 
to pause and ponder whether the churches are playing their role fully in the 
nation-building as well as spiritually", he continued. 


He pointed out that freedom of worship and for churches to exist is enshrined 
in the constitution. But, he said, “it should be propagated so that it 
achieves peace, welfare and the good order of Kenya.” Otherwise, “it 
infringes on ... the constitution and laws of Kenya.” 


EPS 
PASTOR HARASSED, Ecumenical Press 
ATTACKED IN KOREA Service 84.10.45 


SEOUL (EPS) - A Presbyterian minister and human-rights activist here has been 
the object of harassment and attacks which he attributes to a plot by the 
Korean military's Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC). 


In a recent incident, Park Hyung-Kyu, minister of the Cheil congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK), was confined to his 
fourth floor office for 60 hours (9-12 September). A report from the National 
Christian Council of Japan describes them as "hired hoodlums" and “thugs” who, 
besides “destroying furniture and physically intimidating him to resign ... 
also beat the assistant pastor and others.” The NCCJ report adds that when 
police were called to help free Park, “they blocked off the church so that 
Supporters of Park were unable to give him food, water, and blankets." Later 
(23 September), NCCJ reports, Park was attacked by a “group of professional 
hoodlums in full view of the police." Six youth with him were also beaten. 
Leader of the attackers was reported to be Cho Tong Ha, “an admitted member of 
the military's security command." 


Speaking from hospital, Park said his life was "now in gravest danger." The 
PROK general assembly passed (19 September) a resolution calling for an end to 
the harassment and violence against Park. 


EPS 


RC theologians oppose monolithic approach on abortion EPS 84.10.46 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - Fifty-five US Roman Catholic theologians have signed a 
declaration noting a "diversity of opinion” in Roman Catholicism on abortion, 
with many theologians said to be of the opinion that “even deliberate 
abortion, although tragic, can sometimes be a moral choice.” In announcing 
the declaration, Marquette University theologian Daniel Maguire said 7/1 other 
theologians agreed with it, but felt unable to make their agreement public. 


Christian opposition to Islamisation in Pakistan reported EPS 84.10.47 
NEW DELHI (EPS) SAR church news agency, based here, reports (20 September) 


“Christians in Pakistan have begun protesting against the discriminatory 
treatment being given to minorities in the wake of “President Zia-ul-Haq's 
Islamisation campaign in the country." The report notes in particular 
opposition to a system of separate electorates, said to have “created a sense 
of alienation between creeds and communities.” 


French bishops appeal on hunger EPS 84.10.48 
PARIS (EPS) - The social affairs commission of France's Roman Catholic bishops 
issued a declaration (2 October) which speaks of “hunger in France" and the 
growing number of the “new poor" in the wake of the country's economic decline. 


Swiss decision on Tamils prompts negative reaction EPS 84.10.49 
BERNE (EPS) - The decision of the Swiss government (1 October) to authorise 


the sending back of a group of Sri Lankan Tamils seeking political asylum here 
has prompted strong negative reaction from seven Swiss aid agencies, including 
some with church connections. The Tamils and their supporters say they would 
be in danger if returned to their country. 


Canterbury criticizes government on miners' strike EPS 84.10.50 
LONDON (EPS) - The spiritual head of the [Anglican] Church of England, 


Canterbury Archbishop Robert Runcie, has issued what Reuter news agency 
describes as an "extraordinary attack" on the government in connection with 
its handling of the seven-month strike by British coal miners. Runcie said in 
a newspaper interview this month that the UK needed "leadership ... which will 
unite and not divide the nation." He also suggested that the government was 
among those “pumping vituperation into the atmosphere” which in turn increased 
“possibilities of physical violence.” 


Potter visiting Korea, China EPS 84.10.51 
GENEVA (EPS) - General Secretary Philip Potter of the World Council of 


Churches, based here, left (9 October) on a two-week Asian trip scheduled to 
take him to South Korea (10-16 October) and China (16-28 October). The Korean 
visit came in connection with celebrations marking the 60th anniversary of 
that country's National Council of Churches (as well as the 100th and 200th 
anniversaries of Christianity in the country). Five cities were projected as 
his stops in China — Beijing, Nanjing, Wusih, Sian, and Shanghai. 


Journalists urged to be prophets ) EPS 84.10.52 
FREETOWN (Sierra Leone) (EPS) — Christian communicators have a prophetic role 
to play .in exposing corruption, injustice, tribalism, falsehood, and 
immorality, according to a statement following a 10-day workshop organised 
here by the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches and Africa Church 
Information Service. Those attending, from Uganda, Gambia, Ghana, Nigeria, 
and Sierra Leone, also urged church leaders to put their own houses in order 
before criticising governments or other institutions. They also appealed for 
“solidarity with journalists who become victims of imprisonment, banishment, 
and torture for exposing the injustice and corruption of prominent people." 


EPS 


Nestle boycott ended; others to be pressured EPS 84.10.53 
GENEVA (EPS) - The International Nestle Boycott Committee said (4 October) 
that it had called off a seven-year consumer boycott of the food company's 
products. The boycott was Suspended earlier this year (EPS 84.02.12).  INBC 
Said the company had made enough changes in the way it markets its breastmilk 
substitutes to warrant the decision, even though “major issues ... still 
require settlement" and Nestle “still has considerable room for improvement." 
Baby food action Stoups in Europe and North America have announced pressure 
campaigns to encourage other companies, including Milupa, American Home 
Products/Wyeth, Bristol-Myers/Mead Johnson, and Abbott/Ross to follow Nestle's 
lead. The boycott attracted church support in several countries. 


Malta schools row continues EPS 84.10.54 
VALLETTA (EPS) - Maltese Prime Minister Dom Mintoff met with Vatican officials 
in Rome for talks on the dispute which has closed the island nation's 72 Roman 
Catholic schools. The sovernment withdrew operating licenses for eight of 
them after the church said it could not afford a government requirement that 
it offer free education in them. In -response, the church closed all the 
schools (EPS 84.09.09). 


USA Presbyterians adopt staff reporting guidelines EPS 84.10.55 
SAN FRANCISCO (EPS) - The board of the support agency of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) adopted (22 September) written guidelines for communications 
staff covering PCUSA meetings. These include requirements that the 
communicators “verify the accuracy” of direct quotations and the report as a 
whole. William Moore, head of the board's communications section, said one 
concern which led to the written code is “whether or not we should report end 
results ... or the process leading up to then.” During discussion of the 
guidelines, agency general director Robert Rodisch observed, "We lose if 
anyone suspects for a moment that we would withhold information because it 
might embarrass the institution.” 


British free churches urged to refocus EPS 84.10.56 
LONDON (EPS) - Daniel Jenkins, a United Reformed preacher and author, urged 
the member denominations of the Free Church Federal Council to turn their 
attention to their relationships with each other and spend less time striving 
for unity with the non-member [Anglican] Church of England. (Last year, the 
English Anglican general Synod rejected a proposed covenant involving it and 
several other British denominations.) Jenkins said “ecumenism means more than 
schemes for uniting,” and Suggested that in light of the rejection of the 
covenant, the question of bishops "can be placed at the margins rather than 
the centre for some time to come." 


Methodists appeal on housing aid EPS 84.10.57 


LONDON (EPS) - British Methodist Conference President Gordon Barritt last 


month led a Methodist delegation to the UK government minister for housing, 
Tan Gow, to warn of dreadful social consequences if current housing policies 
continue. They told Gow the price of cuts in housing expenditure was being 
paid by “thousands of families who are either homeless or trapped in decaying, 
overcrowded accommodation with no prospect of buying their own homes.” 


Amnesty appeals on Chinese Catholics EPS 84.10.58 
LONDON (EPS) = In its 129-page report last month on China, Amnesty 
International, based here, included Catholic clergy among its six categories 
of “prisoners of conscience." The dozen Roman Catholic priests and bishops 
cited in the AI report have refused to join the Chinese Catholic Patriotic 
Association, the government~recognised Chinese Catholic denomination which has 


severed ties with the Vatican. 


EPS 


Canadian church group appeals on Latin America EPS 84.10.59 

OTTAWA (EPS) - The Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in Latin America 
appealed last month to Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney to “highlight” 
during a meeting with US President Ronald Reagan “the growing movement in 
Canada on behalf of human rights ... in this hemisphere." They urged him to 
strongly “counsel against overt and covert military intervention in Central 
America, in particular ... the covert war by US intelligence and military 
agencies ...." The committee includes official Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
Christian Reformed, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Quaker, United, and Canadian 
Council of Churches representatives. 


Nantes revocation to be marked EPS 84.10.60 
PARIS (EPS) — The French church news agency BIP reports several activities 
planned to mark the 300th anniversary of the 18 October 1685 revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes by King Louis XIV. The edict ended post-Reformation warring 
in France when King Henry IV promulgated religious tolerance in 1598. BIP 
says the purpose of the events is "not to revive past battles, but to recall 
an important moment in French history and to learn from it positively for 
today - respect for minorities and the indispensable maintenance of liberty of 
conscience and opinion." 


Church leaders' initiative on Hess EPS 84.10.61 
LONDON (EPS) - British church leaders have joined French, US, and FRG 
counterparts in appeals to their governments to either end the imprisonment of 
Rudolf Hess, or make his confinement in Spandau prison more humane. Hess, a 
leader in Nazi Germany, was sentenced to life imprisonment for his wartime 
role by the four victorious Allies, including the Soviet Union. The British 
church people question whether his current situation as sole inmate of Spandau 
is supportable. Hess, now over 90 and nearly blind, is not allowed physical 
contact or private visits with his family. He is denied information about 
German history since 1933, and is not permitted visits by German pastors or 
doctors. 


Japan NCC acts on fingerprinting, shrine, leadership EPS 84.10.62 
TOKYO (EPS) - The central committee of the National Christian Council of Japan 


voted (13 September) to support an ecumenical effort to revise Japan's 
fingerprinting requirements in connection with alien registration laws (EPS 
84.07.14), and to criticize the Japanese government for establishing a 
Yasukuni Shrine Issue Committee. Various Christian groups have opposed recent 
government attention to the Shinto shrine which honours Japanese war dead, on 
grounds that it violates the principle of separation of religion and state, 
and fosters ultra-nationalism and militarism (EPS 84.01.50). The committee 
also received NCCJ General Secretary Shoji Tsutomu's resignation, effective at 
the end of his term next March. Shoji became general secretary in 1978. He 
said it is time for other people to “experience ecumenical work.” 


Australian United church sends anti-racism letter EPS 84.10.63 
SYDNEY (EPS) - In a pastoral letter last month from Uniting Church in 
Australia President R. A. Busch, UCA congregations are urged to “reject and 
condemn ... racism,” notably against Aborigines, and immigrants of other races 
and cultures. Busch explains that the letter was sent because racism has in 
recent weeks “found widespread public expression in our community, encouraging 
and feeding on fear, mistrust, and a difficult economic climate." 


World evangelism committee announces meeting EPS 84.10.64 
STUTTGART (EPS) - The Lausanne Committee for World Evangelisation, meeting 
here, announced its plans for a world conference on evangelism in 1989. More 


than 4,000 people attended a previous such gathering in Lausanne in 1974, 
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ECUVIEW/M. Azariah: "Reflections on the Cor EPS 84.10.65 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material in the September issue of 


Meadows, monthly of the [United] Church of South India diocese of Madras. 
Azariah is CSI general secretary. ] 


With regard to 'closer fellowship’ and 'fuller life within the church', the 
reports of the 19th synod earlier this year do not seem to reflect fully the 
prevailing reality. For it is apparent that at least in two of our Kerala 
dioceses and three of our Tamil Nadu dioceses, there is Simmering unrest and 
dissatisfaction among the so-called backward classes. To be more specific, 
in Kerala, sections of the 'Harijan' Christians as well as sections of the 
"Nadar' Christians openly complain of discrimination and oppression by the 
"Syrian' Christians in their own dioceses, while in Tamil Nadu "Harijan' 
Christians complain of discrimination and oppression against them by the 
"Nadar' and other upper-caste Christians within their own dioceses. In some 
places, Christian converts to Islam result from the state of affairs. 


Further, both in Kerala and in Tamil Nadu, there seem to be existing separate 
worship centres for the different caste groups within a few furlongs of each 
other. Similarly in Karnataka, particularly in Mysore area, sections of 
"Harijan' Christians complain of discrimination and oppression against them by 
caste Christians in their diocese, and in Andhra Pradesh, the overt and covert 
discrimination is happening against the minority groups of "Madiga' Christians 
by the 'Mala' Christians. 


Thus the serious obstacles and hindrances for growing into closer fellowship 
seem to persist, and not merely in terms of differences between the elitist, 
educated urban Christians and the illiterate oor semi-literate, rural 
Christians; nor are these solely based on economic class distinctions, nor 
even just on the lingering and nostalgic allegiance to erstwhile 
denominational loyalties. 


These hindrances to Christian fellowship come from the realm of the spirit and 
Spirituality in terms of age-old un-Christian attitudes and prejudices on the 
part of people whose status and station in life are more an accident of birth 
rather than an achievement. 


Writing in 1963, E. Ten Brink, one of our own missionary presbyters said: 
"The all-pervading reality of the caste structure of Indian society has 
determined the patterns of social behaviour for about two thousand years. 

For some groups of Christians caste blood is thicker than the water of 
baptism. One of the chief inhibiting factors against Christian unity is the 
persistence of caste in the church.... Marriage alliances and intimate social 
intercourse continued for the most part along traditional caste lines; like 
Tace prejudice in the west, caste consciousness in south India tends to blunt 
the edge of gospel, distort the character of the church and hinder the cause 
of Christian unity". Has the situation really changed? Not significantly! 


The temptation in the face of such a situation as the above, is usually to 
Sweep the dirt under the carpet and to pretend as if there is nothing wrong 
and all is well with our fellowship and relationship between sections of 
Christian people. But this could only be so until something dramatic like 
the few thousand people with a handful of pastors walked out of the church as 
happened in the 1960s in Madhya Kerala. Even now, agitations and protest 
marches by a few thousand so-called 'disgruntled' but oppressed and exploited 
poor Christians is not unheard of in the same area and elsewhere. 
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ECUVIEW/Nakajima Masaki: "Korean President & Japanese Emperor” EPS 84.10.66 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material supplied by the Kyodan 
(United Church of Christ in Japan.) Nakajima is Kyodan general secretary. ] 


One of the main targets of the South Korean president's state visit to Japan 
(6-8 September) was to elicit the tenno no okotoba (emperor's honourable 
words) to take back to the Korean people as an invaluable souvenir. This was 
the same emperor who through harsh colonial rule for 36 years forced millions 
of Korean men into war and hellish forced labour, and recruited hundreds of 
thousands of women as ianfu (comfort women) or sex entertainers for Japanese 
soldiers. The president could not pacify the Korean people without receiving 
the emperor's words expressing some kind of contrition. 


Reaction to this plan came first in Japan. The June issue of the monthly of 
the Emergency Christian Conference on Korean Problems said: "We have never 
given the emperor the power to speak representing the Japanese people and/or 
its government. It is important that Japan express its apology to Korea for 
our past misdeeds but it should be done by either the government or by the 
National Diet which legitimately represent the people. ... If there is one 
thing the emperor must say, it is his own confession of his responsibility in 
starting the war in his name, driving millions of Koreans to death, suffering 
and shame." 


At about the same time, 137 prominent Japanese cultural leaders, including 45 
Christians, signed a statement urging the government (1) to issue a statement 
of apology to both North and South Korea for the 36 years of colonial rule, 
(2) to make an effort to ease Korean peninsula tension, and (3) to request 
that until these measures take place, the visit be postponed. 


An influential and strong statement was issued 15 August by the heads of 20 
church bodies in Korea. In addition to the demand that the Japanese emperor 
and government apologize for past atrocities, it said: "Also, we not only 
demand an apology for former acts, but earnestly desiring that present 
Korean-Japan relations be set straight, demand the rectification of the past 
injustice. We cannot help but point out that from the 1965 'normalization' 
of diplomatic relations between Korea and Japan up to today, Korea-Japan 
relations were not normalized but were, in fact, Japan's one-sided penetration 
of Korea. We think the correction of that will start new Korea-Japan 
relations.” 


By far the strongest voice from Korea came from Cheil Presbyterian 
congregation in Seoul where 77 people assembled and signed a statement, “Raise 
the New Anti-Japanese Banner”. Signers included such prominent Christian 
leaders as Ham Suk Hon, Hong Nam Sun, Moon Ik Hwan, Cho Nam Ki and Yun Ban Un. 


On 6 September, standing beside the president at the banquet at the Imperial 
Palace in Tokyo, the emperor said in greeting: “It is indeed regrettable that 
there was an unfortunate past between us for a period in this century and I 
believe it should not be repeated again.” The president responded: "I, on 
behalf of all Korean people, listened solemnly to your majesty's remarks about 
the unfortunate past history of our two countries' relations”. 


One critical Christian analysis of the exchange makes the following points: 
There is absolutely no mention of who was responsible for the “unfortunate 


past”. The word "regrettable" (ikandearu) is ambiguous regarding which side 
was the victim and which side the perpetrator. And who would even consider 
repeating the colonial rule again? 


EPS 


_ECUVIEW/Allan R. Brockway: "Jesus and Jewish-Christian Dialogue” EPS 84.10.67 


[This item is excerpted from an address, "The Necessity for Jewish-Christian 
Dialogue", to the Collegium Doctorum of the Reformed Church in Hungary in 
‘Debrecen (23 August). The full text is available to journalists on request 


to WCC/DPFL, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, Brockway is WCC programme secretary 
_for Christian-Jewish relations. ] 


»-- Jesus, a Jew who lived and taught in the Promised Land - who, were he 


alive today, would be called an Israeli - represents both the possibility and 
| the difficulty in the Jewish-Christian dialogue. 


The possibility resides precisely in Jesus' Jewishness. Because Jesus was an 
observant Jew throughout his life, the church which sprung from him is 
inescapably tied to and, in fact, defined by the Jewish people. At the very 
heart of the Christian faith is a Jew who embodied the entire history and 
| tradition of his people. There can be, therefore, no more important 
Christian theological task than the effort to know and understand who Jesus of 
Nazareth really was, which is why dialogue with the Jewish people is so 
critically vital for Christian self-understanding. ... Jewish-Christian 
dialogue is not an option for the church, it is a necessity. 


‘The difficulty in the dialogue, however, also resides with Jesus, and 
Specifically with his Jewishness. From the time missionaries such as St Paul 
_took the gospel into the gentile world, the Jewishness of Jesus and of the 


“gospel itself has been an embarrassment. Thus periodic attempts have been 
‘Made to deny that Jesus was a Jew. Didn't the Jewish people themselves 
“reject him? In reality, the Jewish people did not reject Jesus. Instead 


‘they rejected the church's claim that Jesus was the messiah promised by the 
prophets, as we have seen. It is this claim, rather than Jesus himself, that 
‘has been the major stumbling block for Jews when it comes to Christianity. ... 


‘No single factor has contributed more to the growth and continuance of 
“antisemitism than the supposed Jewish rejection of Jesus: one has only to 
‘Tecall the terrible Christian persecution of Jews through the centuries as a 
Tesult of the belief that the Jews killed Jesus, the messiah, and thus killed 
God (the “deicide charge”). Not only was this charge historically inaccurate 
and unjust, it confused the understanding of the messiah, which is a Jewish 
‘Conception, with the church's doctrine of the incarnation, thus intensifying 
‘the charge into justification for hatred, persecution, and murder of Jews. 


‘Though the bishops at Vatican II may not have been fully conscious of what 
‘they were saying, by formally rejecting the deicide charge they swept away two 
of the most formidable theological barriers to Jewish-Christian under- 
‘standing. --+ They acknowledged doctrinally that the Jewish people were not 
‘Tesponsible for the death of Jesus, thus removing the historical justification 
‘for antisemitism, ... [and] they opened the way for Christians to agree that 
Jesus was not the messiah promised by the prophets but instead was - and is - 
the Christ of the church, “very God of very God". 


‘The implications for Jewish-Christian dialogue are obvious and far-reaching. 
When it is unnecessary for Christian doctrine to identify Christ with the 
‘Messiah, it is possible to accept the Jewish denial of Jesus' messiahship on 
the basis of the understanding that the messiah is the human being who brings 
the messianic age (which obviously has yet to arrive). And, from the Jewish 
Side, it becomes possible to understand the Christian testimony to the 
incarnation. The dialogue in this case become less threatening to Jews and 
Christians alike. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Allan R. Brockway: “Israel and Dialogue" EPS 84.10.68 


[This is the conclusion of an address to a seminar with clergy of the Lutheran 
diocese of Stockholm (9 October). The full text, “The Pastor, the Church, 
and the Jewish People”, is available to journalists on request to WCC/DPLF, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Brockway is WCC programme secretary for 
Christian-Jewish relations. ] 


... The question of the State of Israel is ... a “survival issue", and one 
that cannot be quite so self-righteously denied as a problem by the church. 
Many Christians are hard pressed to understand why the existence of Israel 
should be a question of Jewish existence. I have been told by Christians, 
for instance, that Jews have no need to worry because they, after all, 
survived the destruction of the temple, twice, and even survived the Nazi 
effort to murder all of them; surely the Jewish people would survive the 
collapse of the modern Jewish state: 


Setting aside the callousness of this response, and its failure to appreciate 
the depth of the Jewish loss during the Hitler period, at root it reflects a 


rejection of the cardinal principle of interreligious dialogue: the 
willingness of each party to accept the self-definition of the other. For 
today Jews define themselves in terms of the State of Israel. Listen to 
Sholomo Avineri of the Hebrew University: "Israel has emerged as_ the 


normative centre for Jewish self-consciousness and self-definition in our 
age. The fate of Israel, its triumphs and tribulations, its problems and its 
achievements — all these play a more central role in the self-understanding of 
more Jewish people all over the world than any other facet of Jewish life. 

Secular and Orthodox Jews, left-wing Jewish liberals and right-wing 
conservatives, American and Soviet Jews - for all of these Israel is more 
central to their self-definition than any other factor they hold in common.” 


It is difficult for many Christians to understand such a self-definition, much 
less to admit its validity. But those of us who engage in regular 
Jewish-Christian dialogue have learned that, like it or not, if we are going 
to accept the self-definition of our partners, we must accept this one. 

Avineri ... writes that “it is a fact that most Jews define themselves today 
in some way or other, and in various degrees of intensity, in relation to 


Israel. Should Israel disappear, or a major catastrophe befall it, 
practically all Jewish people would conceive it as a major tragedy for their 
own existence as Jews. Therefore, a de-legitimization of Israel is 


tantamount to the de-legitimization of Jewish existence as understood today by 
most Jews. Many non-Jews may deplore this Jewish identification with Israel, 
but ... it is out of this unwillingness to accept the Jews as what they 
consider themselves to be that antisemitism has always ... arisen.” 


These are straightforward words and their implications are far-reaching. 
They establish the base-line for Jewish-Christian dialogue today. But it is 
important to be aware of what acceptance of Jewish self-definition in terms of 


Israel does not do. It does not require Christians to approve every action 
of the Israeli government; many Jews likewise question some of those 
actions. It does not require Christians to adhere to some sort of theology 


that makes the State of Israel a God-given response to the Holocaust. But it 
does mean that Christians, if they are prepared to accept the self-definition 
of the contemporary Jewish people, must know that when they relate to Jews 
they relate to Israel. What the churches say about Israel they say about the 
Jewish people. There is no greater test of the degree to which the church 
has repented of its centuries-long persecution of God's chosen people than the 
way it speaks of the State of Israel today. ... 
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SHOPTALK 


The 1985 meetings of commissions and working groups which oversee the work 
of parts of the World Council of Churches have been announced: 


world mission and evangelism 13-20 January Limuru, Kenya 

faith and order (plenary commision) 12-28 August Stavanger, Norway 
church and society 14-22 April Bossey, Switzerland 
dialogue 217-23 March Birmingham, England 


all five sub-units (international 

affairs, development, Christian 

Medical Commission, Program to 

Combat Racism, inter-church aid) 

of program unit 2 14-20 January Veldhoven, Netherlands 


all five sub-units (education, 

theological education, women, 

youth, renewal and congregational 

life) of program unit 3 19-25 April Mexico 


communication 21-26 January Annecy, France 
Ecumenical Institute (Bossey) late May/early June at the institute 


Please let us know if you have special journalistic interest in any of the 
above. 


t+eetet 


Available to journalists on request are the full texts of the Joint Working 
Group communiqué (EPS 84.10.71) and/or of Archbishop Shahe Ajamian's account 


of the situation of Father Nabyek Yergatian (EPS 84.10.70). 
+ib + + + 


In EPS 84.10.33, you may wish to add: Another WCC member, the Eastern 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria [Egypt] and All Africa also has some 
faithful in Sudan. 


TUTU AWARDED Ecumenical Press 
NOBEL PRIZE Service 84.10.69 


OSLO (EPS) - Desmond Tutu, prominent South African church leader and opponent 
of the country's system of race separation with white supremacy (apartheid), 
is this year's winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. The Nobel committee said (16 
October) the award was "renewed recognition of the courage and heroism shown 
by black South Africans in their use of peaceful methods in the struggle 
against apartheid” and “a gesture of support to him and to the South African 
Council of Churches of which he is leader, but also to all individuals and 
groups in South Africa who, with their concern for human dignity, fraternity 
and democracy, incite the admiration of the world." 


Tutu, an Anglican bishop who has been SACC general secretary since 1978, said 
the award “acknowledges all those who have been involved in the liberation 
struggle for a new society in South Africa, a society where human beings 
matter because they are human beings”. Currently a visiting professor at the 
Anglican seminary in New York, Tutu, 53, said he would fly back to 
Johannesburg immediately “so that we can celebrate with our people”, 


The award was widely hailed by church leaders and opponents of apartheid in 
South Africa and around the world. There was no immediate reaction reported 
from the South African government or denominations Supportive or tolerant of 
its policies. 


In Geneva, World Council of Churches Acting General Secretary Arie R. Brouwer 
said “we are delighted at this international recognition of Bishop Tutu's role 
as a black leader in the struggle against racism and for justice and peace in 
southern Africa. It is a tribute to him, to the black community, to the South 
African Council of Churches ... and to countless others in the ecumenical 
movement engaged in peaceful struggle for human dignity. We particularly 
hope", he concluded, "that this award will enlarge the prospects for peace and 
justice in the increasingly difficult and violent situation in South Africa." 


EPS 
ARMENIAN ARCHBISHOP APPEALS Ecumenical Press 
ON BEHALF OF JAILED PRIEST Service 84.10.70 


JERUSALEM (EPS) - Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] Archbishop Shahe Ajamian of the 
Armenian Patriarchate here, has appealed on behalf of an Armenian priest 
sentenced last 18 March to 14 years at hard labour for “anti-Turkish 
activities". In a letter received last month at WCC headquarters in Geneva, 
Ajamian said Manuel Yergatian was “arbitrarily sentenced.” The archbishop 
included a 10-plus-page outline of the priest's story, hoping its publication 
would “influence the Turkish authorities and secure the life of a young 
priest, who, I can assure you, has done nothing wrong”. 


Yergatian, a Turkish citizen, was born in Istanbul in 1954. He was arrested 
by Turkish authorities at Yesilkoi Airport in Istanbul 10 October 1980, on his 
way back to his responsibilities at the patriarchate's theological school 
following “a vacation spent with his family in Istanbul”. Official Turkish 
Sources subsequently linked the priest with terrorism and the "Secret Army for 
the Liberation of Armenia”. 


The archbishop describes the Yergatian case as a “dramatic illustration of the 
continuing persecution of the Armenians by the Turks" who “perpetrated the 
crime of the first genocide of our century”. 


EPS 


WCC-RCC JOINT GROUP Ecumenical Press 
HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING Service 84.10.71 


GENEVA (EPS) - "A common understanding of the Christian stand against 
apartheid, the challenge of mixed marriages for Christian unity, and ethical 
problems which cause new divisions" were among topics at the annual meeting 
(near here, 8-13 October) of the Joint Working Group between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches. 


The JWG communiqué did not elaborate on the content or conclusions of JWG 
discussions of those issues. It mentioned five JWG “priority areas" - “the 
way towards unity, common witness, social collaboration, ecumenical formation, 
and continuing collaboration" between parts of the WCC and corresponding Roman 
Catholic bodies. Noting “special consideration" given to ecumenical 
formation, the communiqué said “the ecumenical dimension must be more fully 
understood as an indispensable part of all processes of Christian formation.” 


"Many people,” the communiqué noted, “receive their most vivid awareness of 
the ecumenical dimension from the common effort for justice, peace, human 
rights, and development". The group "reaffirmed the vital importance of 
[ecumenical] social collaboration at many levels", and also endorsed the work 
of the WCC-RCC Joint Consultative Group on Social Thought and Action. 


The group mentioned social collaboration, common Bible study, common prayer, 
and theological dialogue as “areas in which Christians are frequently able to 
give a common witness to the gospel” because of "the real though incomplete 
communion among Christians". It also cited the work of the WCC Faith and 
Order Commission (which includes 12 Roman Catholic members) and the yearly 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity as “important area[s] of continuing 
collaboration on the path towards unity”. 


Next meeting of the 24-member JWG was set for next 30 September-5 October in 
Italy. JWG co-moderators are Alan Clark, Roman Catholic bishop of East Anglia 
(England),- and Jacques Maury, president of the Federation of Protestant 
Churches of France. The JWG was set up in 1965. 


EPS 


SEMINAR URGES: END MILITARISM Ecumenical Press 
IN CARIBBEAN, CENTRAL AMERICA Service 84.10.72 


SAN JUAN (Puerto Rico) - A five-day Quaker-related seminar here on “threats to 
the Caribbean and Central American region" concluded with a firm call for an 
end to militarization in the region. What the group described as the US 
doctrine of national security was rejected on grounds it constitutes a threat 
to the region's sovereignty and peace. 


The seminar (2-7 October) was sponsored by the Caribbean Project for Justice 
and Peace, related to the Philadelphia-based American Friends Service 
Committee. Participants came from regional organizations as well as Europe 
and North America. They committed themselves to work for the dismantling of 
all military bases in the region, and an end to military and naval manoeuvres; 
and for the prohibition of nuclear dumping in the region's waters. 


They also voiced concern over the increasing military orientation of the 
region's youth, and noted deep disappointment that some people were denied US 


visas to enter Puerto Rico for the meeting. 


EPS 


US RELIGIOUS REPS DIFFER ON Ecumenical Press 
PROPOSED MICRONESIA TREATY Service 84.10.73 


[This item is abridged and adapted from New York-based Religious News Service. ] 


WASHINGTON (EPS) - An official of the National Council of Churches has accused 
the US of bullying the tiny Pacific states of Micronesia into accepting an 
independence treaty favourable to US military interests. 


However, the church official, David Williams, encountered opposition at a 
House of Representatives hearing from representatives of two other major 
religious agencies, the US Catholic Conference and American Jewish 
Committee. They called for speedy ratification of the long-awaited “compact" 
between the US and Micronesia. 


Williams, who lived in the Pacific Islands for 21 years, said “non-negotiable” 
demands by the US "call into question how genuinely free the negotiations have 
been”. He cited US insistence that Micronesia serve as a base for its 
military operations. 


“The understandable desire of the Micronesia governments to end_ the 
trusteeship and the unwillingness of the US to relinquish control over certain 
matters has, in our opinion, produced a seriously flawed (compact)", Williams 
told the panel (25 September). 


He said the US has not fulfilled obligations under the UN-approved trusteeship 
agreement to promote economic independence in Micronesia. “The ensuing 
dependency" of Micronesia on the US economy has steered compact negotiations 
“towards US interests", he said. 


Williams spoke on behalf of the executive board of the Micronesia Coalition. 
It includes representatives of the global-mission agencies of the United 
Methodist Church and United Church of Christ, the NCC East Asia and Pacific 
office (which he heads), and the New York Province (region) of the Jesuits. 


But Williams' views were questioned by Hyman Bookbinder, Washington 
representative of the American Jewish Committee, who followed Williams and 
expressed irritation with his testimony. "The flavour of the last couple of 
hours did not convey the sense of urgency of treating this issue”, Bookbinder 
said. “The pursuit of an absolutely perfect, flawless document can lead to 
permanent continuation of the status quo" in Micronesia. 


USCC representative Ed Doherty cited statements in support of the compact by 
Roman Catholic representatives in Micronesia, and by the Micronesia Institute, 
based here. 


The compact was reached between the US and the Marshall Islands and the 


Federated States of Micronesia. The nation of Palau declined to sign because 
the compact's security provisions violate its constitution, which mandates 
that it remain a "nuclear-free zone”. 


Williams asked Congress to monitor the US-Palau negotiations to ensure the US 
does not pressure “this tiny nation” into “surrendering” those anti-nuclear 


provisions. He also urged Congress to amend the compact to assure "full US 
responsibility” for “known” effects of its nuclear-testing in the Marshalls. 


(See also EPS 84.02.81, 83.10.25.) 
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US ORTHODOXY APPEALING tO Ecumenical Press 
SOME FROM OTHER TRADITIONS Service 84.10.74 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - In the “free market" US religious economy, 
Orthodoxy is demonstrating an appeal to people outside ethnic communities 


where it has been traditional. 


Marriage is always bringing some new members, of course, and more recently 
Orthodoxy has been seen as a haven by some Roman Catholics unhappy about the 
changes of Vatican II, and Anglicans disturbed by ordination of women and a 
revised prayerbook. But Orthodox worship life and conception of the church 
also attracts other non-Orthodox Americans. 


Compared with the total US population, their numbers are not massive. But 
they are significant in relation to the relatively small numbers of US 
Orthodox, and these new members often move into leadership positions. 


David Weaver, on the staff here of the National Council of Churches, switched 
from Methodism, and aspires to the Orthodox priesthood. He reports a wide 
range of outlook among his fellow “converts” - from those who over-identify 
with an immigrant ethnic culture (“already speaking broken Englishi") to those 
who come in and promptly call for getting rid of “those depressing icons". 


One manifestation of Orthodoxy's drawing power is the Evangelical Orthodox 
Church (EOC), “a denomination within the one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
church", It began 15 February 1979, when six men consecrated one another as 
bishops and then consecrated 13 others. The six had worked in _ the 
evangelical movement Campus Crusade for Christ, but came to sense a need for 
greater emphasis on church and sacraments. 


EOC leaders then came into contact with a bishop of the (predominantly Russian 
heritage) Orthodox Church in America, Dmitri of Dallas, himself of Southern 
Baptist background. In 1970 the OCA secured autocephaly (independence) from 
the Russian Orthodox Church, in part out of a desire to move beyond its 
immigrant ethnic orientation. In 1983 it launched a “church growth" campaign 
to reach new members. So it was disposed to encourage the EOC. 


The EOC also entered into dialogue with the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. Its 
biannual meeting earlier this year was attended by two EOC bishops. EOC 
Presiding Bishop Peter Gillquist, of Lutheran background, said the EOC hopes 
to secure official recognition as Orthodox through the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, of which the archdiocese is part. The EOC has 13 dioceses, 
including one in Canada, with about 30 parishes and 4000 members, he said. 


OCA and Greek Archdiocese officials say they expect \the EOC to get canonical 
status eventually. But so far, they note, there have been no discussions on 
how to resolve one conspicuous difficulty - married EOC bishops. 


The Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North America (part....o£. the 
Damascus-based Eastern Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East), 
includes some "Western Rite" congregations attractive to some who come to 
Orthodoxy from other Christian traditions. Paul Schneirla, priest of a 
Byzantine Rite congregation, and of Protestant background, is vicar for the 
group, which, he reports, includes about 3000 members in a dozen parishes. 
Western Rite worship forms resemble those of traditional, high-church 
Anglicanism. But, Schneirla says, many who come to Orthodoxy from other 
backgrounds decide they prefer the Byzantine Rite. 
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US BLACK CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
URGED TO HAVE NEW VISION Service 84.10.75 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from the National Council of 
Churches, New York. Earlier item: EPS 84.10.36. ] 


WASHINGTON (EPS) - Black churches and their leaders can lead the way in 
creating a new vision that will keep the world from being destroyed, but it 
will take more than preaching, a national ecumenical conference of black 
church people was told (here, 25-27 September). 


“Preaching sermons ain't going to change it", asserted black theologian James 
Cone. "We've been preaching sermons for 400 years and they haven't changed a 
thing.” In the 1980s, he continued, “we are in a time when our old 
strategies and analyses are not too good". 


For Cone, the place to begin finding a new vision for the world's future is 
Study of Martin Luther King Jr and Malcolm X. "Martin and Malcolm tell us 
who we are, what our struggle means, and what we can expect", he suggested. 


Cone, a Methodist minister and professor of systematic theology at Union 
Theological Seminary in New York City, was one of the opening speakers at the 
fourth national conference of Partners in Ecumenism, a programme of the 
National Council of Churches' Commission on Regional and Local Ecumenism. 
About 200 attended. 


Cone's call for leadership from the black church was reiterated throughout the 
conference by speakers such as Baptist minister and former US presidential 
candidate Jesse Jackson; Anglican bishop Desmond Tutu; Maxime Rafransoa, 
general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches; and T. J, 
Jemison, president of the National Baptist Convention. 


Addressing the closing luncheon, Jackson said, "Some of us have to talk a lot 
because so many are silent. Some of us have to hear a lot because go many 
are hearing so little”. He asserted that "if we do not speak about human 
rights everywhere, we cannot speak about it anywhere, Our religion makes us 
political - it will not let us be quiet - it will not let us sit down." 
Jackson chastised the US administration for "its treatment of the poor”. 


Jemison told the conference that "never before in the history of the nation 
has the Black church stood in such a pivotal position. It has a great 


opportunity to let the nation know it is headed in the wrong direction,” But 
to do that, he said, “we must change from rhetoric to example”, - 


The campaign, and Jackson's role in it, was cited by Tutu as having done a 
“tremendous amount" of good for black people, “not just in this country but 
elsewhere". 


Likewise, said the bishop, who is general secretary of the South Africa 
Council of Churches, American sports figures such as boxer Joe Louis and 


baseball player Jackie Robinson "did wonders" to help blacks in his country 
"exorcise demons of self-doubt". 


In a closing business session, Lorenzo Shepard was elected president of 
Partners in Ecumenism. He is pastor of Mt Olivet Tabernacle Baptist Church 


in Philadelphia, and president-elect of the Progressive National Baptist 
Convention. He succeeds African Methodist Episcopal Bishop Frank Madison 


Reid Jr of Birmingham, Ala. who presided over the sessions here. 


EPS 


APPOINTMENT OF DUTCH Ecumenical Press 
RC BISHOPS CRITICIZED Service 84.10.76 


UTRECHT (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The way in which recent appointments of Roman 
Catholic bishops have been made in the Netherlands has come under strong 
criticism from one of the official advisory bodies of the Dutch Roman Catholic 
bishops' conference. 


In a five-page memorandum (published 4 October) the Catholic Council for 
Church and Society (KRKS) said the way in which recent nominations were made 
was "unnecessarily hurtful". It said the high value placed in the 
Netherlands on democratic participation in the process of coming to a decision 
indicated that a different way of appointing bishops should be followed. 


KRKS also stressed that the most essential aspect of the bishop's office is as 
a builder of bridges and a sign of unity. This means, it suggested, that 
bishops should not be too closely identified with any one party in the 
differences of opinion and polarization affecting the church. KRKS called 
for procedures and appointments that would encourage concord and produce 
bishops who, by being above the various parties in the church, could act as 
shepherds for all these different groupings. 


Concern over the appointment of bishops has been something of a public concern 
since 1970, when Rome ignored the wishes of the diocese and appointed the 
conservative-minded Adriaan Simonis as bishop of Rotterdam. That was followed 
a year later by appointment of the even more conservative Jan Matthijs Gijsen 
as bishop .of Roermond. This introduced an element of discord into the 
seven-member bishops" conference. 


With the appointment of four auxiliary bishops in January 1982 the conference 
became almost evenly balanced between "conservative" and “progressive” 
bishops. The balance was clearly shifted in the conservative direction a 
year ago with the appointment of Simonis to succeed Johannes Cardinal 
Willebrands as archbishop of Utrecht, of Ronald Baer as bishop of Rotterdam, 
and of two new conservative-minded bishops in the diocese of Haarlem. 


It was these appointments, and particularly that of Henry Bomers to succeed 
the much-loved bishop Teddy Zwartkruis (Harlaam), that aroused the most 
concern. Originally Zwartkruis had asked for a coadjutor to be appointed 
with whom he could work for a year or so before retiring in November 1984, 
when he would have reached the official retirment age of 75. 


Rome rejected the cathedral chapter's first list of three names and then a 
second list. It reportedly gave Zwartkruis the impression that the whole 
affair was still under consideration two months after it had offered the post 
to Bomers, a missionary bishop in Ethiopia whom Zwartkruis had never even met, 
and he had accepted. The strain on Zwartkruis from this process is widely 
thought to have contributed to the heart attack that killed him the day before 
Bomers' appointment was made public. 


The next appointment is that of successor to Den Bosch Bishop Jan Bluyssen. 
Meanwhile the conservative majority in the bishops’ conference has been still 
further strengthened by the appointment of a second auxiliary, J. G. Ter 
Schure, in Roermond. 


EPS 


CHURCH UNION SURVEYED; Ecumenical Press 


STRONG CONTRASTS SEEN Service 84.10.77 
GENEVA (EPS) - "The contrast between Success and disappointment seems 


especially strong", according to a new survey of church union negotiations 
released here by the World Council of Churches. 


The survey, in the October issue of the WCC quarterly “Ecumenical Review", 
covers the period 1981-83. It was compiled by WCC faith and order executive 
secretary Thomas Best. It includes developments in Canada, England, Ghana, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Scotland, southern Africa, and US. 


Best outlines six “overall trends which emerge from church union activity of 
recent years" - the “growing importance” of union activity within one 
Christian tradition, such as Lutheran or Reformed; a “growing awareness" of 
obstacles presented by “non-theological factors"; the emergence of new 
“stylistic options” in union Proposals; the placement of church union efforts 
in “their total cultural context"; the importance of a “critical moment" in 
church union efforts,when “the fruit of long years of ecumenical labour must 
be harvested, lest it rot on the vine"; and "a growing sense, particularly in 
cultures accustomed to social and religious pluralism, that something more is 
demanded of us than merely substituting one denomination for two.” 


Among other things the Survey reports that church union involving five 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Mennonite denominations in Ghana "faces an 
uncertain future," that a search for unity involving five New Zealand 
denominations (Disciples, Anglican, Congregational, Methodist, Presbyterian) 
“has entered a critical phase of Study and self-examination", though “both 
short- and long-term initiatives are continuing”, that there is to be no 
detailed plan for a six-denomination (Anglican, United, Methodist, and three 
Reformed) Scottish church union in the near future, and that’ the 
nine-denomination [US] Consultation on Church Union is "entering a decisive 
and critical phase of its life”. 


EPS 
Polish-Soviet church commission formed EPS 84.10.78 
WARSAW (EPS) - A commission of the between Polish Ecumenical Council and 


Soviet Lutherans, Baptists, and Orthodox has been formed. PEC includes 
Orthodox, Old Catholic, Reformed, Methodist, Lutheran, and Baptist members. 


Burundi church ban reported EPS 84.10.79 
LONDON (EPS) - The Roman Catholic weekly “The Tablet" reports (6 October) 
Christians in Burundi have been jailed for violating "new government 
directives which forbid the public practice of religion during the working 
week, ... Virtually all public religious acts have been banned, except ... on 
Sundays and Saturday afternoons. ... Prayer in the fields, ... popular because 
of the difficulty of travelling to churches, has also been prohibited." 


US church delegation visits Soviet Union EPS 84.10.80 


NEW YORK (EPS) - An official, 1/-person delegation from the National Council 
of Churches, based here, left (11 October) on a two-week visit to the Soviet 
Union. High on the agenda, the NCC reports, is dicussion of the 1982 
international, theological text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM). 
This is the third of five such NCC-sponsored exchange visits projected for 
1984-85. Last May, 19 Soviet religious leaders visited the US. In June, 266 
US church people went to the Soviet Union. Next year, separate visits to the 
US by Soviet church leaders and seminary students are planned.. 


EPS 


English Anglican bishops affirm beliefs EPS 84.10.81 
LONDON (EPS) - A statement (11 October) from the bishops of the [Anglican] 
Church of England rejected reports of a television poll suggesting that a 
third to a half of 31 bishops questioned doubt fundamental Christian doctrines 
(EPS 84.07.61). “The incarnation and the resurrection are not in doubt among 
the leadership of our church,” the bishops said. 


Chinese theological journal to be revived EPS 84.10.82 
NANJING (EPS) - The theological seminary here plans to revive the journal 


"Theological Review" as an occasional publication to promote theological 
reflection. 


Church reported taking anti-Mafia stance EPS 84.10.83 
PALERMO (Sicily/Italy) (EPS) - New York-based Religious News Service reports 


from here that "a growing number of Sicilian clergymen and lay Catholics are 
joining the battle against the internationally-organized [Mafia] criminals and 
corrupt politicians who have bloodied their streets and paralysed their local 
governments". 


Church reps react on civil rights defeat EPS 84.10.84 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - Representatives of Christian (Reformed [PCUSA & UCC], 


Methodist [UMC], Brethren, Mennonite) Jewish, and Unitarian Universalist 
agencies have strongly condemned a 53-45 US Senate vote (2 October) not to 
consider a proposal to reverse a Supreme Court decision that sharply narrowed 
coverage of US anti-discrimination laws. Those speaking for the agencies said 
voters would be made aware of "who failed them" by their vote not to consider. 


Coalition to ask Reagan to disavow Armageddon view EPS 84.10.85 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - According to the Christic Institute, an ecumenical group 


here, US President Ronald Reagan tends to support the view that “Jesus Christ 
will return in the near future after a world crisis characterized by rising 
Soviet power and limited nuclear war". The group said (5 October) it has 
organized an ecumenical coalition to ask Reagan and his Democratic opponent in 
next month's US presidential elections to publicly "disassociate themselves 
from the belief that the end of the world is imminent”. Institute founder 
James Davis, a Jesuit priest, voiced fears that Reagan's “belief that history 
is unfolding according to [such] a divine plan would affect his actions", and 
might make him biased against arms-control efforts. 


Baptist smoking views cause conflicts EPS 84.10.86 
RALEIGH (North Carolina/US) (EPS) - New York-based Religious News Service 
reports (5 October) Baptist leaders in this south-eastern US state, a major 
tobacco-growing area, are “caught between tobacco-growing church members and a 
recent condemnation of tobacco and smoking by the Southern Baptist 


Convention". The state's council of churches has also set up a committee on 
tobacco-related issues. 


Polish bishops see amnesty as “step in right direction” EPS 84.10.87 
WARSAW (EPS) - After a two-day conference, here last month, Poland's Roman 


Catholic bishops said last July's amnesty for political prisoners is a “step 
in the right direction", but they “expect further moves by the _ state 
authorities aimed at the realization of the social accords of 1980", which 
sanctioned the now-banned Solidarity trade union. 


Mozambique asks church to take back hospital EPS 84.10.88 
MAPUTO (EPS) - The United Methodist Church reports that the Mozambique 


government has given it permission to reopen a local church, and asked it to 
take back and operate a nearby hospital nationalized in 1975. 


EPS 


Scottish bishops speak on miners' strike EPS 84.10.89 
ABERDEEN (EPS) - Scotland's Roman Catholic bishops issued a statement on the 
nearly eight-month-old British miners’ strike, read at Sunday masses. The 
bishops say that "at this delicate Stage it is unhelpful to make judgments or 
to apportion blame, but it is the time for all of us to move towards a change 
of attitudes that will bring a healing of relationships". The bishops also 
set 14 October as a day of special prayer for an end to industrial strife and 
particularly for the miners' dispute. (Earlier items: EPS 84.09.51; 84.10.10, 
26, 50). 


Nine~year church building dispute settled EPS 84.10.90 
KOTTAYAM (India) (EPS) - The Kerala High Court has settled a nine-year dispute 
between two factions in a 2500-member Oriental Orthodox congregation. A 
court-ordered census found about 2000 Supporting allegiance to’ the 
Damascus~based Syrian Orthodox patriarch, with the rest favouring the Indian 
Orthodox catholicos living here. The court decided, reported (5 October) New 
Delhi-based SAR church news agency, that the first group will use the building 
four Sundays out of five. 


Methodists, Navajos hold "historic consultation" EPS 84.10.91 
FARMINGTON (New Mexico/US) (EPS) - What was described as a “historic 


consultation” was held here (27-29 September) between 80 United Methodist 
representatives from national, regional, and local levels, and representatives 
of the Navajo Tribal Council. Albuquerque UM Bishop Louis Schowengerdt said 
that as a result “barriers were broken down and all of the groups are giving 
up some power for a common strategy to minister with the Navajo people". The 
tribe is the largest US Indian group. 


Health hazards cited for Swedish clergy EPS 84.10.92 
UPPSALA (EPS) - The rate of heart failures and psychological problems among 
clergy of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden is higher than among other groups of 
professional people according to a report last month from the church's | 
information centre. The average work week of the priests was reported to be 
63 hours, and many are reportedly “burnt out when they reach .. 40." 


Swedish church South African investments double EPS 84.10.93 
STOCKHOLM (EPS) - The value of shares of Swedish companies operating in South 
Africa owned by Swedish Lutheran parishes and agencies has nearly doubled in 
two years, from 40 million Swedish kronor in 1982 to 77 million now. A report 
last month from the Swedish Lutheran information centre noted that one reason 
why a decision to divest is difficult to implement is that “ownership of the 
shares is divided between many bodies", and some support investment as a way 
to influence company policies. 


Hendrickse deleted from ministerial role EPS 84.10.94 
CAPE TOWN (EPS) - On the basis of a resolution of the assembly of the United 
Congregational Church of Southern Africa, Allan Hendrickse, minister of one of 
its congregations and a member of the new South African president's cabinet, 
has been removed from the UCCSA ministerial roll. The assembly voted last 
month that the name of “any full-time minister taking up another form of 
Service or employment, without the knowledge and consent of the assembly 
ministerial committee" was to be deleted from the roll. The action applies as 
well to some other UCCSA ministers who have accepted South African government 
positions. In another resolution (EPS 84.10.01), last month's assembly urged 
such ministers to resign from the roll. Hendrickse is leader of the part of 
South Africa's new three-chamber parliament reserved for people classified as 
mixed race (coloured). The UCCSA is among denominations which have strongly 
protested the country's new constitutional arrangements as a perpetuation of 
apartheid (race separation with white supremacy). 
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ECUVIEW/William Fore: "NWICO - Issues for Church Debate” EPS 84.10.95 


[This item is the conclusion of a presentation by William Fore, president of 
the London-based World Association for Christian Communication and assistant 
general secretary for communication of the New York-based National Council of 
Churches. He spoke at a WACC-sponsored meeting in the Philippines last June. ] 


1. The new communications technology has extraordinary potential either to 
create a more intensive centralization of power ... The basic question is 
therefore not technological, but social. 


23 There is no such thing as a truly free market. The free market says "if 
people are willing to pay for something they should be allowed to have it”. 
But the total cost is not just what people are willing to pay; there are 
significant social costs as well, and these must be considered as well as the 
so-called economic costs. In reality the free market-place generally results 
in the haves attempting to perpetuate their power at the expense of the have- 
nots. Therefore, communication must never be allowed to become a mere 
commodity. ... Once it becomes a commodity, subject to economic supply and 
demand, citizenship, freedom and democracy become compromised. 


3; -». The development of communication from third world to third world 
should have a very high priority. 


4, The basic block to a new information and communication order is 
communication monopoly. Monopoly exercised by government is perhaps the 
worst, because it is backed by absolute sovereign power. However, monopoly 
exercised by economic concentrations of power - both national and 
multinational corporations - can have, and are having, devastating effects on 
communication through corporate censorship and restraints on the free flow of 
information exercised on a global rather than merely a national scale. 


53 The free flow of information, while of vital importance, nevertheless is 
not absolute. Free flow of information should be understood as instrumental 
to an even higher good, namely, democracy. The danger of absolutizing 


“communication” is that the communicator can then demand absolute protection 
(as is often claimed in the name of the First Amendment in the USA), while the 
real object of protection should be the individual citizen's right to know, to 
be informed, to have access to means of communication. ... 


6. It is imperative that we discuss the goals of our societies in the light 
of the new technology, and that the shape of this communication order reflect 
the participation and needs of all persons in the society - not just business, 
government and the military. 


Finally, a word about the role of the church. Even though the church 
wherever we find it is imperfect, reflecting the power structures of the 
society in which it finds itself, and even though the powers of the demonic 
are found within the church as well as within society, still it is in the 
church where men and women come together and can ask the right questions, take 
sides and even become a significant threat to the powers and principalities of 
the world. The church is where the biblical symbols of freedom and justice 
meet the realities of the world, and I believe that it is in the church - 
itself a large, multinational organization - where we can come to grips most 
successfully with the potential of the New World Information and Communication 
Order. 
EPS 


ECUVIEW/Philip Potter: “Church Unity and Power of Love” EPS 84.10.96 


[This item is excerpted from an address by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter 
during his visit to South Korea (10-16 October, EPS 84.10.51) ] 


-..- Those who do not fear conversion also do not fear the terrible truth about 
themselves. There is no doubt that the vision of unity has been strong in 
the Korean church. 


From my reading of early Korean church history I was struck by the fact that 
the Christian churches became the fortress of national aspiration from the 
beginning and especially after Japan forcefully annexed Korea. I understand 
that there were strenuous efforts among the early leaders of the Korean church 
to establish one organic national church, for it was “the trend of the time" 
and people expected the church to take the lead. Nevertheless, the 
realization of one church became more and more remote. 


Naturally, the colonial power did not want to have it happen for political 
reasons, Missionaries, however, obviously had different reasons but came 
about to the same conclusion. "Missionaries viewed", said Dr Min Kyong Bae, 
church historian at Yonsei University, “that Korean Christians' patriotic 
aspiration for one national and organic church would go against the 
evangelical teaching of the Church”. Dr Min further said: “Division and 
schism started to be intensified when idealism and passion for one national 
church became weakened". 


Division then was a corollary of people losing their hopes, dreams and 


aspirations for the new one national church. Divide and conquer is the 
classical dictum of the powerful in the world of politics. By dividing then, 
the powerful deprive the conquered of their dreams and aspirations. It was 


in this context that the Rev. Kim Lin Suh, prominent leader and writer, 
lamented in 1934 not about the oppressors, but about fellow countrymen, for 
not discerning the manipulation of the powerful. In light of such a 
background of power plays around the churches, the founding of the National 
Christian Council in 1924 was significant. ... I would dare to conclude fos 
that the establishment of the NCC was a response to people's aspirations. 
The forerunners of the Korean church discerned the calling of God in that 
historical context. 


But can we give tribute to this positive yearning without also asking for 
God's forgiveness for our failures? Arriving by train in Taegu, crossing the 
Nak Dong River, I was inevitably reminded of the story of this city and of 


this river. During the Korean war, as I have learned from your history, it 
was here that the advance of the Northern army was halted. Here, it has been 
claimed, the Korean people's freedom has been defended. The banks of the 


river were bathed in the blood of those giving their lives for what they 
believed to be justice. 


And yet, it is also here in Taegu, during that very time, in 1953, that the 
Presbyterian Church suffered its division. How can we explain this? What 
is it in the human condition which impels us towards disunity, even in the 
face of such terrible challenges? Challenges which should unite us? ... 


Division is brought about by self-centredness. This strong trait of 
character in the human make-up for thinking only of oneself is the ultimate 
root of sin. Sin is separation from God, and therefore from other human 
beings. This separation can only be bridged by love. I have once 
juxtaposed the “love of power" and the "power of love”. The love of power 
always leads to separation. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Philip Potter: ''Peace as Ecumenical Subject" EPS 84.10.97 


[This item is excerpted from an address by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter 
during his visit to South Korea (10-16 October, EPS 84.10.51). ] 


...- | find it highly appropriate that the NCCK chose as the theme for its 60th 
anniversary celebration, “Peace on this Land”. Peace is a word used by 
almost all people, great and small, powerful and powerless, rich and poor, as 
a desirable goal. As such, one would expect that the search for peace would 
be a pursuit quite devoid of controversy. And yet, precisely in 1984, no 
subject has produced greater conflict and confrontation. This is nothing new 
in Korea, where liberation from past oppression led to a tragic fratricidal 
war causing untold suffering, the separation of millions of families, and the 
deep-freezing of all national and democratic aspirations of the Korean 
people. Although there has been a cessation of armed hostilities, Korea has 
not enjoyed true peace during the lifetime of any of its citizens. 


But it is not only in Korea that “peace” is controversial. One of the most 
astonishing things about our unstable and unjust world is the way in which 
realities are covered up and false estimates and values are made about them. 
The powerful cover up their folly and villainy by high-sounding names and 
postures. Things are not called by their proper names. For example, the 
ideologies of capitalism and communism are used as slogans to hide various 
forms of national self-interest. Whenever and wherever people revolt against 
oppression - whether racial, economic, or political - the slogans are 
immediately invoked. The Americans and Westerners accuse them of being 
communists, and that becomes an excuse for supporting tyrants and knaves. 
The Russians and socialist states call them running dogs of capitalist 
imperialism and so justify their brutal suppression of peoples or imprisonment 
of persons. ... demands that the people should be righteous, have integrity of 
being before God and in their dealings with each other as sharing a common 
humanity. Therefore, to be righteous is to be fully human, firm, strong, 
integrated into God's purpose of good for others and for the whole of 
creation. Justice (mishpat) comes from the verb to judge and has the sense 
of behaving according to God's declared righteous will, practising fair 
dealing. Justice is the day-to-day conduct of one who is righteous. It is 
righteousness in action. 


Peace, shalom, means entirety, totality, wholeness; it is the undisturbed 
freedom of life and movement, the unchecked growth and expansion of the self; 
it is the state prevailing in those who are united in acting together for the 
common good; it represents the Hebrew conception of history as harmonious 
community. It does not mean only absence of conflict and war, but rather the 
state in which all human beings and all things are able to be and fulfil 
themselves unchecked and undisturbed. 


A similar concept is held in your own understanding. I am told that your 
word for peace, pyoung Hwa, is made up of three Chinese characters (pyoung) 
meaning equal, even; (Hwa) meaning a grain of every kind (a grain of rice, 
for example) and thirdly (gu) meaning mouth. So it is that your 
understanding of peace means equal sharing of what is available to satisfy the 


human being. This is in the same spirit with the biblical concept of shalom, 
where peace is the result of justice. ... 


The vision of a just society is the challenge to be just persons, to let 
ourselves be guided and governed, enlivened and empowered by the Spirit of God 
to be in right relations with God and with one another. Jesus, the 
embodiment of justice and peace, told us: "Blessed are the peacemakers for 
they will be called the children of God". In seeking to make peace, we are 
placing ourselves in the way of God's will and so are fulfilling God's will 
and so are fulfilling God's design that we become truly human and just and be 
children of God by sharing this life with our brothers and sisters. For as 
the apostle Paul says in Romans 8:19: "The whole creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God.” This land of Korea waits 
for us to be revealed as persons of peace and workers of peace. ... 
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Pacific church leaders meet 

Zambian minister hails church-state relations 

Wales church reps act on mining, South Africa 
World Council of Churches leader visits South Korea 
Youth assembly considers Asian issues, solidarity 
Ecumenical youth meet on rights of people 

Books, court cases cause Norwegian church debate 
Methodist president urges non-racial jurisdictions 


Central European church reps consider human rights 
Committee formed to defend Guyana church newspaper 
Peruvian bishops resist Vatican on liberation theology 
Naudé joins anti-conscription campaign 

Indian church union proposed 

Polish ecumenical relations said improving 

Norwegian Lutherans establish women's committee 
Norwegian Missionary Society breaks with SA congregation 


Norwegian Mission to Israel announces expansion 

US Anglican bishops welcome religion-politics debate 
US Presbyterians look at ‘feminization of poverty' 
Korean attorney gets World Methodist Peace Award 
Soviets warn on religion 

SA archbishop denies charges 

Hong Kong church delegation visits China 


ECUVIEWS: 
"Pre-Election Letter from Argentina to US Christians" 
"Church & Society in the Philippines" 
"The Philippine Opposition" 

ECUTEXTS: 


"Final Declaration of Interregional Youth Meeting 
"WCC Message on Eivind Berggrav's Anniversary" 
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Two more reports in connection with the ecumenical appeal for drought relief 
in Africa have been released by the WCC inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS). On Rwanda and Tanzania, they are both available to journalists on 
request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20 


EH 


The new issue of CCPD Perspectives (September 1984/No. 2) has been published 
by the WCC Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development. —It 
includes documents from the WCC central committee meeting of last July, texts 
related to on-going CCPD activities ("Biblical and Theological Perspectives on 
Power," "WCC and Ideologies,” "Training for Development and Justice,” "Round 
Table Method of Sharing”) and two Bible studies on Jesus’ temptations. A copy 
is available to journalists on request to WCC/CCPD, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 
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A longer version of Edicio de la Torre's ecuview in this issue is available to 
journalists on request to EPS. 


oe 


“Immanuel: The Coming of Jesus_in Art and the Bible" by Hans-Ruedi Weber, WCC 
director for biblical studies, has been co-published by the WCC and Eerdmans. 
It is available in English and German. Cost is 27.90 Swiss francs, 12.95 US 
dollars, or 8.95 UK pounds. 
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Ecupast — news from EPS 25 years ago: 


ATHENS (EPS - 18 December 1959) - The ancient lexicon of the ninth century 
Ecumenical Patriarch Photius was discovered in a monastery in Macedonia. Only 
certain parts of it had been known prior to this discovery of the full text. 


GENEVA (EPS - 18 December 1959) - The Ethiopian government approved a request 
by the Lutheran World Federation to establish a radio station [which later 
became known as Radio Voice of the Gospel]. It was the first time Ethiopian 
authorities gave permission to a private agency to establish a broadcasting 
station. [The station was nationalized by the new revolutionary government in 
LOL Es. | 


CAPETOWN (EPS - 11 December 1959) - Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank said a 
new law banning mixed marriages made it an “open question” whether Anglican 
priests could continue to serve as state marriage officers. De Blank called 
the law “monstrous” and declared: “When two sane, responsible Christians offer 
themselves to each other in the life-long bond of holy matrimony, it is near 
blasphemy to call such a relationship immoral if differences in skin 
pigmentation are involved.” 


PACIFIC CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
LEADERS MEET Service 84.10.98 


MAJURO (Marshall Islands) (EPS) - The executive committee of the Fi ji-based 
Pacific Conference of Churches urged local church leaders form a council of 
churches for the islands. Meeting here (10-13 September), the committee spent 
much of its time considering plans for the next PCC assembly, the fifth, to be 
held in Samoa in 1986. It is also to mark the 25th anniversary of a meeting 
of Pacific church leaders which led to the PCC and Pacific Theological College. 


In other action, the committee reiterated a request to the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches that it appoint a Pacific person to “serve the region at 
all levels of the WCC structure.” In what a PCC report described as "an 
effort to convince the World Council of the need for the Pacific desk", the 
committee approved a “list of duties” for such a person. 


The committee also expressed disappointment at “poor response” from the PCC 
constituency in connection with efforts to fill two PCC staff vacancies - 


secretaries for mission and unity, and justice and development. 


In another development, PCC General Secretary Baiteke Nabetari expressed 
regret that the PCC was not contacted in connection with planning for the 
third international Sharing of Ministries Abroad conference in Suva (24 
August-l September). Nabetari said the meeting was organized by direct 
contacts between SOMA and regional church leaders. "The PCC had nothing to do 
with it", he observed. 


EPS 
ZAMBIAN MINISTER HAILS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS Service 84.10.99 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Nairobi-based Africa Church Information 
Service (15 October). ] 


LUSAKA (EPS) - Zambia's minister for general education and culture, Kebby 
Musokotwane, has described as cordial, state-church relations in Zambia. He 
said he was delighted to see the church playing an active role in national 
development. Addressing a two-day seminar of the Christian Council of 
Zambia, he urged that church and state work together to create a new spiritual 
and material order in the country. 


Meanwhile, CCZ has launched a massive fund-raising campaign to offset arrears 
on a mortgage of about 500,000 US dollars on its headquarters. Over 90,000 
were raised at the launching of the "Save Church House" campaign. The CCZ 
has appealed for more donations from all Christians and members of the public. 


Since there are reckoned to be more than 700,000 Christians in Zambia, the CCZ 
hopes to raise enough money if all of them contribute. The campaign was 
launched at the seminar attended by over 40 delegates from member churches and 
organizations. 


The headquarters was completed in 1980. Part of the building has been rented 
out to generate funds, but the income has not met mortgage payments. 


The delegates called for the formation of a special group of economic experts 
among its members to look into viable ventures that the organization could 
embark on. 
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WALES CHURCH REPS ACT Ecumenical Press 
ON MINING, SOUTH AFRICA Service 84.10.100 


ABERYSTWYTH (Wales) (EPS) - The annual meeting of the Council of Churches for 
Wales, at United Theological College, here (13 October) has called for a 
"total costing” approach in decisions about whether a particular coal pit is 
to be closed as uneconomic.” 


A strike by most British coal miners began last March. The council said total 
costing means that “the very high cost of unemployment, which also includes 
health, housing, and education costs,” must be considered, as well as “the 
intangibles of personal and inter-personal unhappiness.” It also said "the 
considerable wisdom and expertise gained over one-and-a-half centuries by 
miners must be accorded very high value.” 


In other action, the council endorsed a consumer boycott campaign planned for 
early next year to “draw attention to the policy of apartheid in South 
Africa"; discussed plans for a CCW-related ecumenical festival, “God's Family 
86," set for 24 May 1986; and welcomed efforts by the London-based British 
Council of Churches to work towards "an ecumenical instrument more broadly 
representative of the whole people of God in Britain and Ireland.” 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
LEADER VISITS SOUTH KOREA Service 84.10.1011 


SEOUL (EPS) - World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter left 
South Korea for China (16 October) following a crowded six-day visit which 
included four major addresses and two sermons here and in Taegu and Kwangju. 


Besides his public presentations, he met with church leaders related to the 
National Council of Churches in Korea (Presbyterian, Anglican, Methodist), and 
also with Roman Catholic and other non-NCCK church representatives, families 
of those active in human-rights struggles, and visited the graves of those who 
died during anti-government demonstrations in Kwangju in 1980. An NCCK report 
says the visit to the graves was taken as a “symbolic expression of WCC's 
solidarity with the han-ridden people of Kwangju.” 


The report adds that Korean Christians “appeared to be deeply moved" by 
Potter's “profound messages based on the biblical faith. He comforted people 
in distress, he shared his beliefs simply and directly ... and he encouraged 
his brothers and sisters in Christ not to be satisfied merely with what has 
already been achieved.” 


The visit, at the NCCK's invitation, was to mark its 60th anniversary, as well 
as the 100th and 200th anniversaries of Christian presences in the country. 
At the closing eucharist, celebrated according to an ecumenical form used at 
the 1983 WCC assembly in Vancouver, Potter said both the World and Korean 
councils are “working in times that are going to be very difficult and 
dangerous. But we remember that our Lord conquered through the cross, that he 
is risen, that he has gone before us, and he calls us to follow him." 


Potter and WCC international affairs director Ninan Koshy then travelled to 
China. Also in the WCC party was Kyung Seo Park, its Asia secretary. 
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YOUTH ASSEMBLY CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
ASIAN ISSUES, SOLIDARITY Service 84.10.102 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from the Singapore-based 
Christian Conference of Asia. The assembly was the first of a series of 
regional events in association with the World Council of Churches' youth sub- 
unit marking International Youth Year, set by the UN for 1985. ] 


DELHI (EPS) - The rapid beat of a drum, dancing masked figures forming a human 
chain stretching into the crowded audience risen from mats spread across the 
ground, all swaying in a rhythm of rising urgency and moving against the 
towering figures representing wealth, power and foreign domination - that was 
the scene as the closing act of the Asia Youth Assembly reached its climax. 
Starting with the soft notes of a Thai flute during a eucharist of sharing 
rice and rice water, the celebration moved to a dramatic finale when a giant 
mural of Asian youth in the struggle unfurled behind the actors. 


The assembly (here, 2-9 October) had as its theme, “thy will be done". Sub- 
theme was “organizing in solidarity with people's struggles", which was taken 
by participants to be the main thrust of God's will for then. Participants 
were mostly Christians, with some of other faiths and ideologies also invited. 


The assembly actually began one week earlier, when about 250 participants and 
resource persons arrived at five different international airports in India: 
Calcutta, Delhi, Bombay, Madras and Trivandrum. At these and other nearby 
places they were briefed on the Indian situation, and taken in small groups on 
exposure programmes to witness various struggles of the people: from fishing 
people in Kerala and landless labourers in Tamil Nadu to urban poor in Bombay 
and peasant farmers in West Bengal. 


Meeting on the spacious grounds of St Stephen's College, the assembly in its 
opening worship highlighted concerns of the Asian and other (El Salvador, 
Peru, Argentina, Tuvalu, UK, US, Canada, Netherlands) nations represented. 
There were keynote addressed on the Indian situation, how to build and 
maintain people's movements, and ecumenical vision for Asian youth. 
Representatives of Tamils from Sri Lanka, Kanaks from New Caledonia, East 
Timorese, and victims of pollution disease in Japan gave personal testimonies 
of suffering and struggle. 


In workshops, participants concentrated on: "ideology, theology and a new 
political vision; women's issues in Asia; people's movements in the 
Asia-Pacific region; youth participation - self-determination or social 


control; Asian youth and student movements - agenda for the future; drama as 
an organizing method". 


Two highlights of the assembly were the sharing on Asian issues (during which 
participants shared slides, lectures, tapes, videos, and films on their 


various situations) and the "mela" or cultural festival. 


The assembly resolved to support struggles for self-determination and 
democratization and against foreign control in Korea, Philippines, East Timor 
and New Caledonia. It also endorsed the struggle of minorities for 
self-determination: Tamils in Sri Lanka, Maoris in New Zealand and 
Aboriginals in Australia. Among other resolutions were motions of solidarity 
with the Faith Movement of People's Liberation in Kerala and the student 


struggle against militarization in Bangladesh. 


EPS 


ECUMENICAL YOUTH MEET Ecumenical Press 
ON RIGHTS OF PEOPLE Service 84.10.103 


HAVANA (EPS) - Thirty participants from 20 countries spent two weeks (28 
August - 10 September) in Cuba for an “interregional encounter on the rights 
of the people.” In its final declaration (84.10.124), the group, among other 
things, expressed appreciation for achievements of the revolutionary processes 
in Cuba and Nicaragua, and opposed US policy and actions in various parts of 
the world. 


The meeting was under the joint auspices of the Ecumenical Youth Council of 
Europe and the Latin American Union of Ecumenical Youth, with support from the 
youth section of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Participants 
came from Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, 
Puerto Rico, Panama, Peru, DDR (East Germany), BRD (West Germany), 
Czechoslovakia, France, England, Hungary, Italy, Sweden, Soviet Union, and US. 


According to the group's declaration, emphasis of their deliberations was on 
"3 Christian faith incarnate in solidarity with the people who are struggling 
against the structures of injustice and for their liberation", with special 
attention to “the right of Argentina over the Malvina Islands, as well as 
existing insecurity in the region of Central America and the Caribbean 
produced by the imperialist economic and military strategy of the USA.” 


The group praised the “direct and fraternal contacts with a great number of 
leaders" of Cuban churches which are "increasingly disposed to participate in 
the construction of a just and fraternal society, and to enter the great 
movement of solidarity with the oppressed people”. 


Supporting “self-determination and the undeniable right of the people of 
Puerto Rico for its independence” from the US, as well as the efforts of the 
Contadora group (Panama, Mexico, Colombia, and Venezuela) to bring about a 
"just peace in Central America,” the group also expressed “firm and continuing 
condemnation ... against the military intervention in the young republic of 
Grenada”. 


It called for better conditions for Haitian refugees in the US, and listed 
"Palestine, Gibraltar, Northern Ireland, the Malvinas, South Africa, etc.’ as 
places where "the rights of the people are violated and demand our solidarity.” 


The encounter programme included visits to a psychiatric hospital, factories, 
schools, churches, other social organzations, and to the Bay of Pigs, “place 
of cowardly mercenary attack in 1961 organized by the USA". -The group also 
considered aspects of the “heroic history of the Cuban people ... and the 
structures of participation of the people and of its advances in 25 years of 
revolution”. 


Plenary sessions included biblical, theological, legal, and _ pastoral 
presentations on issues related to the theme, plus overviews of the situations 
in Latin America and Europe. On the last evening, noted Cuban composer/singer 
Silvio Rodriguez gave a 90-minute recital in the Vedado Methodist church, here. 


Previous meetings of this type were in Panama (1980) and Sweden (1982). The 
next is projected for a European location in 1986. WCC youth director Carlos 
Sintado called the meeting here a “model of cooperation and solidarity among 
ecumenical young people from different regions of the world.” 


EPS 


BOOKS, COURT CASES CAUSE Ecumenical Press 
NORWEGIAN CHURCH DEBATE Service 84.10.1004 


OSLO (EPS) - Two books, “The Christian Faith Today" (an adult catechism) and 
"Before Life Must Give In" (a handbook for peace educators), have prompted 
criticism in the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK). 


The NK information service reports some “conservative theologians and 
organizations” oppose the catechism. Though not official, the book went to 
bishops, theologians, and other NK leaders for pre-publication comments. 
Negative reaction to the book has also reduced support for a multi-media 
project on the Christian faith planned for next year by the Norwegian 
Broadcasting Corporation, NK National Council, and Norwegian Christian Council 
for Education. The book has been a major resource for its planners. 


Critics of the handbook, based on a 1982 statement on church and peace by the 
NK bishops, say it gives insufficient attention to the peace-keeping role of 
military defence. Those opposing it include two of the 11 diocesan councils. 


A recent ruling by a regional superior court that the Norwegian Lutheran 
Hospital and College of Social Work was wrong to dismiss its principal (in 
1979) for refusing to interview job applicants about their faith, has prompted 
concern from Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot that rights of workers are being 
stressed at the expense of religious liberty. The hospital plans to appeal. 


In another case, a court acquitted Hans Bratterud, leader of the Full Gospel 
Church here, of charges that his radio statements against homosexuality 
violate laws against some forms of verbal attack. The court ruled that 
Bratterud's prayer that God break “the demonic power of homosexuality” and 
remove homosexuals from leading positions was a legal exercise of religious 
freedom. According to the NK information service, the case “revealed the 
sharp split in attitudes to homosexuality in church and society here". 


EPS 
METHODIST PRESIDENT URGES Ecumenical Press 
NON-RACIAL JURISDICTIONS Service 84.10.105 


PRETORIA (EPS) - The new president of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa, 
Peter Storey, has called on his denomination to rearrange its circuits 
(regional units) along geographic, instead of racial lines. In his keynote 
address (20 October) to the 102nd MCSA conference, Storey said "the degree to 
which we are prepared to accept postponement on the issue ... is the degree to 
which we are content to be part of South Africa's despair instead of part of 
its hope.” 

In an address to MCSA ministers, he also warned against "two deep 
manifestations of doctrinal despair in the ministry, ... obsession with 
obscurantist spirituality ... [and] absorption into ideological captivity.” 

He also referred to current MCSA debate about continuing the practice of 
infant baptism. He suggested that there was currently no “"widely-based, 
pastorally more effective, ecumenically wise, psychologically healthy case” 
for a "radical shift" out of the "stream of mainline baptismal theology.” 


Among comments on South African society, Storey criticized the “massive 
deception of which the SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] is the 
willing instrument and censorship the servant,” with the result that "reality 
as perceived by most of the privileged in our land bears little relationship 
to the truth of what is being experienced by the disposessed”. 


EPS 


Central European church reps consider human rights EPS 84.10.106 
VIENNA (EPS) - Thirteen church representatives from Austria, Czechoslovakia, 


Democratic [East] Germany, Hungary, and Poland met for two days here (17-18 
September) to exchange information on church involvement in human-rights 
questions in each. The meeting was the fifth of its kind, in different parts 
of Europe, under auspices of the Churches' Human Rights Programme for the 
Implemenation of the Helsinki Final Act. CHRP is sponsored by the 
Geneva-based Conference of European Churches, Toronto-based Canadian Council 
of Churches, and New York-based National Council of Churches. According to a 
report from the group, the meeting “stressed that human-rights problems must 
be judged by the socio-political and economic framework offered by each 
nation," with “church involvement ... determined by what is helpful to the 
person or persons concerned.” 


Committee formed to defend Guyana church newspaper EPS 84.10.1007 
GEORGETOWN (Guyana) (EPS) - The ‘committee in defence of the Catholic 


Standard" is calling for moral, prayer, and financial support for the 
newspaper in connection with four libel suits against it scheduled to be heard 
10-11 December. Plaintiffs in the suits are members of the Guayanese 
government. According to the committee, since, with the exception of the 
Standard, “the press and the radio in Guyana are totally owned and controlled 
by the government”, if the Standard were to close, “press freedom ... would 
effectively have been abolished in yet another country, and the Guyanese 
people left voiceless and without access to true information.” 


Peruvian bishops resist Vatican on liberation theology EPS 84.10.108 
LONDON (EPS)'- The Roman Catholic weekly “The Tablet,” based here, reports (13 
October) that Peru's Roman Catholic bishops, in Rome early this month, “held 
firm" against a proposed text condemning "erroneous opinions” taken from works 
of Peruvian priest-theologian Gustavo Gutierrez. Instead, a statement finally 
agreed by the bishops on the issue of liberation theology is "more general, 
pastoral in tone.” It “warns of certain dangers, but does not imply that they 
are found in Peru.” 


Naudé joins anti-conscription campaign EPS 84.10.109 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Beyers Naudé joined (17 October) three other leading 


opponents of apartheid to launch an “end conscription campaign” here. The 
four oppose the two years of compulsory military service for white South 
African males. Recently, the army has been used to help stop rioting in black 
townships. Extensive government restrictions on Naudé's activities (a 
"banning order") were recently lifted (EPS 84.10.01). Also campaigning 
against conscription is the United Democratic Front, which includes among its 
patrons Allan Boesak, South African theologian and president of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


Indian church union proposed EPS 84.10.110 
AGRA (India) (EPS) - The bishop who is moderator of the [United] Church of 
North India, D.C. Gorai, said (2 October) the CNI has decided to initiate 
talks with the Methodist Church of India for merger. That offshoot of US 
Methodist missionary work was scheduled to be part of the CNI, formed in 1970, 
but withdrew shortly before the union (which includes Christians descended 
from British Methodist missionary work) took place. Reporting on other 
aspects of a three-day meeting of the CNI executive committee, Gorai said that 
in line with a 1975 CNI decision, no overseas money is being used to pay CNI 
salaries or for the upkeep of CNI religious institutions. He also noted that 
the number of foreign missionaries working with the CNI has declined to 90. 
It was 500 in 1970. 


EPS 


Polish ecumenical relations said improving EPS 84.10.111 
ST. PILTEN (Austria) (EPS) - Geneva-based Lutheran World Information reports 


(18 October) from here a Polish Lutheran pastor's assessment that the 
numerically dominant Roman Catholic Church in Poland is “increasingly looking 
for better cooperation ... The takeovers by Roman Catholic congregations of 
Lutheran church buildings are no longer causing friction, he said, since 
financial reparations have been made.” Speaking to a group of Austrian 
pastors, Eduard Dietz of Gdansk also said there were "no current problems 
between the state and the Lutheran church," according to the report. 


Norwegian Lutherans establish women's committee EPS 84.10.112 


OSLO (EPS) - The national council of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) has 
decided to make its working group on women's questions a permanent committee, 
from next 1 January. According to a report from the NK information service, 
that will allow the church to be “an official partner for national and 
international women's organizations.” 


Norwegian Missionary Society breaks with SA congregation EPS 84.10.113 


STAVANGER (Norway) (EPS) - The Norwegian Missionary Society has decided that 
it will no longer send a pastor to serve the white, mainly Norwegian, Lutheran 
congregation (St. Olav) in Durban, South Africa. The reason is. the 
congregation's unwillingness to join the mostly black Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Southern Africa, though such a move is_ supported by the 
congregational council. On his last visit to the parish, Oslo Bishop Andreas 
Aarflot insisted on conducting a service jointly with the regional ELCSA 
bishop. 


Norwegian Mission to Israel announces expansion EPS 84.10.114 


OSLO (EPS) - The Norwegian Mission to Israel, which last year began working 
among the estimated 3 million Jews in New York, says it plans to work among 
the estimated 360,000 Jews in Paris from 1986. "Apart from evangelisation 
among Jews, we also want to create love for the Jewish people and fight 
anti-Semitism,” said NMI General Secretary Otto H¢dvik. 


US Anglican bishops welcome religion-politics debate EPS 84.10.115 
JACKSON (Mississippi/US) (EPS) - US Anglican bishops issued a pastoral letter 


this month welcoming the debate in the US about the role of religion and 
politics, but adding that the form of the debate "deflects the attention of 
the nation away from those questions which are central to human survival 
itself. Instead of talking about the religion of various candidates, we 
should be considering how they address such issues as the nuclear arms race, 
the relations between East and West, the growing number of refugees, hunger 
at home and abroad, and the widening gap between rich and poor among the 
nations and within this country," they say. 


US Presbyterians look at ‘feminization of poverty' EPS 84.10.116 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - About 300 Presbyterian women met for four days here this 
month to consider aspects of the “feminization of poverty.” The relatively 


affluent participants were urged to join with non-religious and poor women to 
build a new women's movement for economic reforms. The meeting was sponsored 
by seven different Presbyterian women's groups. 


Korean attorney gets World Methodist Peace Award EPS 84.10.117 
LAKE JUNALUSKA (North Carolina/US) - Tai-Young Lee, a Seoul attorney who has 


championed the cause of the poor and women in Korea, has been chosen to 
receive the 1984 World Methodist Peace Award, from the World Methodist 
Council, based here. The choice was announced (9 October) by WMC General 


Secretary Joe Hale. 


EPS 


Soviets warn on religion EPS 84.10.118 


MOSCOW (EPS) - The Soviet Communist Party newspaper "Pravda" reported (18 
October) that a survey showed a significant part of the Soviet population 
retained religious beliefs. A front-page editorial said it was thus 


“imperative to carry out more active propaganda of scientific-materialist 
opinions, pay more attention to atheist education”. A party decree (21 
October) said party leaders in Armenia needed to crack down on corruption, 
religion, and bad management. Similar directives were applied to four other 
Soviet republics earlier this year. 


SA archbishop denies charges EPS 84.10.119 
PRETORIA (EPS) - Denis Hurley, Roman Catholic archbishop of Durban, denied in 


court (here, 19 October) that he spoke about atrocities by South African 
security forces in Namibia "without ... reasonable cause for believing that 
the statement is true.” The case relates to his comments in February 1983 
about the deaths of two people in police custody in northern Namibia, and the 
killings of several civilians. Case was adjourned till 18 February. 


Hong Kong church delegation visits China EPS 84.10.120 
HONG KONG (EPS) - Twenty-two Hong Kong church leaders visited Beijing and Xian 
(5-12 September) at the invitation of the Chinese state council's religious 
affairs bureau. A report from the Hong Kong Christian Council called the 
visit "one of historic importance, for it is the first official dialogue the 
Protestant Church in Hong Kong has had with the Chinese government on the 
future of Hong Kong," which reverts to Chinese control in 1997. Before the 
visit, an ecumenical coalition issued a “manifesto of the Protestant Church in 
Hong Kong on religious freedom” (EPS 84.09.62). 


EPS 
ECUVIEW: '"Pre-Election Letter from Argentina to US Christians" EPS 84.10.121 


[This item is excerpted from an “Open Letter to North American Christians". 
Sent in anticipation of next month's US presidential elections, it is signed 
by 28 Argentine church people, among them Nobel Peace Prize winner Adolfo 
Perez Equivel (Roman Catholic), theologian José Miguez Bonino (Methodist), and 
bishop Federico Pagura (Methodist). Other Christian traditions represented 
among the signers are Lutheran, Disciples, Reformed, and Pentecostal. A copy 
of the entire letter (in Spanish or English) is available to journalists on 
request to EPS. ] 


... The first rays of the new dawn of democracy in our country coincide with 
the bold endeavour of people from other countries of this part of the 
continent to shake off their military dictatorships. This search for 
democracy coincides as well with an electoral process in your country which 
may well decide not only your future, but that of all humanity. 


Rarely has an election in the United States aroused such concern and anxiety 
in the people of Latin America. From our perspective the choice which the 
American people have before them is this: to continue supporting an 
imperialist policy with violation of human rights, intervention in all regions 
of the earth, a policy of armamentism and militarism (with the attendant risks 
for world peace); or, on the other hand to make room for hope with a more 
genuinely democratic policy that is more sensitive to injustice, more 
concerned for human rights within and beyond the borders of the United States, 
and more firmly and intelligently involved in the search for peace and 
reconciliation among nations. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Monique McClellan: “Church & Society in the Philippines” EPS 84.10.122 


[McClellan, producer of the monthly ecumenical audio news and feature service 
“Intervox", visited the Philippines earlier this year. ] 


Recent events in the Philippines may signal a new wave of government 
repression in response to increasing popular protest against the Marcos 
government. Philippine church people observe with concern a_ renewed 
deterioration of relations between the military and some churches. Military 
raids and arrest orders are being used with increasing frequency in the Manila 
area. The targets include church leaders. The military have stepped up 
operations throughout the country, notably northern Luzon and Mindanao, the 
Muslim-dominated south. 


Nationwide mourning and public outcry following last year's assassination of 
opposition leader Benigno Aquino seemed to shake the foundations of Marcos' 
government, and between the killing and last May's presidential elections, 
government reaction to church people active in opposition movements was 
somewhat muted. Publications, some of them church-sponsored, discussed a 
high-level cover-up in the Aquino case. 


But things changed in late June when there was a raid on the Nationalist 
Alliance for Justice, Freedom and Democracy (NAJFD). Its general secretary, 
José Dizon, a priest, was arrested, together with some of his staff. Earlier 
this year, the NAJFD was at the forefront leading the movement to boycott the 
14 May elections, on grounds they would “only legitimize the illegal existence 
of an oppressive dictatorship.” The raid violated an understanding between 
church leaders and military officials, that church superiors of those to be 
raided would be informed in advance. 


In Dizon's case, within a few hours of a search party arriving at his office 
and residence, some 100 priests, nuns, pastors and human-rights workers were 
on the scene, questioning the officer conducting the raid. There was no 
proper warrant and some of the raiders were dressed in slippers and shorts. 

They were looking for subversive documents and firearms, unsuccessfully, but 
Dizon and some of his staff were taken away and detained. They were released 
within a week, but there remained an warrant outstanding for Dizon's arrest. 


In July the leader of the Roman Catholic Church in the Philippines appealed 
for amnesty for political dissidents. In a pastoral letter, Jaime Cardinal 
Sin, archbishop of Manila, called it “noble and patriotic” for citizens to 
call for an end to authoritarian decrees and powers, and for amnesty. 


Although of the Philippine elite, Sin is a frequent critic of the government's 
human-rights record. The July letter came at a time when students, 
homemakers, workers and members of the business and banking leadership were 


becoming increasingly vocal about the country's serious problems. 


In recent months there have been frequent rallies and marches protesting the 
State of the national economy. On 23 July, a protest by some 20,000 
demonstrators was disrupted by the military, only two hours before Marcos’ 
state-of-the-nation address in which he asked the opposition to unite to save 
the country. The rally had been approved by the authorities, but approval 
was withdrawn just hours before the event was to take place. 


In response to Sin's letter, the government said 46 priests and nuns were set 
free in a “spirit of reconciliation”. However, other sources noted that many 
on the list were freed months and in some cases even years ago. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Edicio de la Torre: "The Philippine Opposition” EPS 84.10.123 


[De la Torre, a Roman Catholic priest, has been detained since April 1982 at 
the Crame military prison camp in Manila. He and five others have been 
charged with rebellion against the government of Philippine President Fernando 
Marcos. A report of a five-member commission which investigated the 21 
August 1983 murder at Manila airport of opposition leader Benigno ("Ninoy") 
Aquino, was released at the end of October. The commission chair said Aquino 
was killed by one of the soldiers escorting him from his plane. ] 


If Ninoy Aquino's death took us by surprise, the tremendous outburst of 
popular protest astounded us even more. Even before his death, a _ broad 
movement against the dictatorship was gaining momentum. There is, in fact, a 
very large unorganized and spontaneous component in the protest movement, 
especially coming from hitherto politically-inactive sectors — white-collar 
employees, professionals and _ business people. Initially wit “,iepthis 
spontaneous part of the movement that served as the base of the traditional 
elite opposition's revival. The paradigm of death and resurrection suggests 
itself quite easily. Just when traditional opposition hopes seemed lowest, 
Ninoy's death gave it a new lease of life. After the clamour for Marcos' 
resignation appeared unlikely to be heeded, the traditional opposition focused 
people's protests towards electoral reforms to give the opposition a fighting 
chance in the May 1984 elections for parliament. 


The organized and unorganized forces of what is now called the “new legal 
opposition” can relate to the same paradigm of death and resurrection, but the 
death that brought them to life was not Ninoy Aquino's death. It was the 
earlier death of formal democracy in 1972, when Marcos imposed martial rule. 
During that period, when the traditional elite opposition remained inactive 
and the armed and clandestine opposition spread throughout the country, the 
new legal opposition steadily built various organizations, overcoming the 
constraints of martial law and the arrests, disappearances and “salvaging” 
that mark military rule. For this section of the opposition, Ninoy Aquino's 
murder was but the latest in a series of murders. Its exceptional feature is 
his being part of the elite who are not supposed to be subject to the brutal 
treatment the government inflicts on opponents from the popular classes. 


The results of the parliamentary elections continue to be subject to 
conflicting analyses. Marcos claims the results as a fresh mandate for the 
ruling KBL party, since out of the 183 seats at stake (17 are appointed by 
Marcos to round out the 200-seat assembly), KBL candidates won 99. But even 
the KBL concedes that the victory of opposition candidates reflects popular 
dissatisfaction, at least with some of key leaders and policies. 


The traditional elite opposition correctly point out that the election of a 
substantial number of opposition candidates attests to popular opposition to 
the Marcos dictatorship. Boycott proponents are conceded to have a bigger 
number of organized members, capable of mobilizing people for more demanding 
types of protest, including civil disobedience. Now, leaders of both 
traditional and new legal opposition are mending fences and looking for the 
best way to combine parliamentary and extra-parliamentary opposition. (Some 
church groups gave substantial support to the election boycott movement. ) 


What about political detainees? I for one lost my lawyer because he won a 
parliamentary seat and is thus barred by law from appearing in court. The 
election of quite a few ex-detainees and human-rights lawyers should be an 
advantage. They might not be able to immediately repeal the many repressive 
decrees, but they can surely add to the popular pressure against them. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Final Declaration of Interregional Youth Meeting” EPS 84.10.124 


[This item is excerpted from a statement by a meeting of ecumenical youth from 
Latin America and Europe (EPS 84.10.103). The full text is available on 
request. | 


--. We are meeting here at a moment in which the world economic situation is 
turning into an alarming crisis. In Europe, unemployment and inflation 
increase and many young people feel the frustration of converting themselves 
into unemployed even after having finished their studies. In Latin America 
and in other parts of the Third World the external debt is becoming the 
tragedy for many people under heavy pressure from the International Monetary 
Fund who, in order to obtain funds, imposes conditions which mean turning over 
the country to the international financial capital. 


At the same time, the tensions are increasing because of the accelerated arms 
race. The deployment of missiles in Europe constitutes today one of the 
motivations for the mobilization of large sectors of the population, who are 
feeling that their own life is threatened by the establishment of this kind of 
weapon on European soil. Once more, Europe is trembling, confronted with the 
nightmare of war which is becoming every day more of a possibility. The 
presence of North American soldiers in European countries under the cover of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) constitutes another symbol of 
the imperialist decision to maintain its hegemony on European soil. ... 


We know that our efforts expressed through these Interregional Encounters, can 
be carried into the Christian Churches around the world so that they see 
clearly our role in the struggle against injustice, oppression and in favour 
of peace, promoting solidarity against all kinds of colonialism or 
discrimination, and against all types of imperialist manifestations. ... 


The principle of self-determination and the undeniable right of the people of 
Puerto Rico for its independence was approved by the plenary. It also 
rejected the militarization of this Caribbean island and the utilization of 
its people and its territory as an instrument for aggression against its 
brothers in Latin America, especially in the case of El Salvador and Nicaragua 
and Grenada. 


The continuing threats, the blockade and the voluntary disinformation against 
the Cuban Revolution were presented and discussed and unanimously rejected by 
the participants. Acknowledging its internationalist role, the plenary 
recognized the support this revolution is giving to people in the process of 
liberation on the moral as well as on the material line. Examples of such 
kind of support are Puerto Rico, Nicaragua, Grenada and Angola. 


The efforts of the Contadora groups - Panama, Mexico, Colombia and Venezuela - 
as instrument for the achievement of a just peace in Central America were 
appreciated and recognized. The possibility of a negotiated peace in El 
Salvador and the ceasing of aggressions against Nicaragua are recognized as 
two valuable contributions in the discussions of the Contadora group. 


The right of the people of Nicaragua - led by its avant-garde, the Frente 
Sandinista of National Liberation - to construct a new society and to live in 
justice and in peace, is recognized by all as an undeniable right. 

Confronted by the threats and aggressions, the achievements of the Sandinist 
Revolution are underlined. The meeting rejected all the attempts. to 
destabilize, aggress and obstruct the development of the people of Nicaragua. 

As one more hope for justice and peace, announcing already the full 
construction of a new society, we are looking towards the people of El 
Salvador. The necessity for support and solidarity with the people of 


Guatemala is also pointed out. ... 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Message on Eivind Berggrav's Anniversary” EPS 84.10.125 


[This message was sent by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter to mark the 
100th anniversary (25 October) of the birth of Eivind Berggrav, Lutheran 
bishop of Oslo who led resistance to Nazi occupation of Norway. The plans to 
mark the anniversary included a memorial stone unveiled by King Olav V, and a 
memorial lecture by the current Oslo bishop, Andreas Aarflot. During the war, 
he was confined to his cabin outside Oslo, though he, and others managed to 
maintain a secret church leadership, even though all the bishops and most of 
the pastors officially resigned their state posts. He was a member of the 
first WCC executive committee, and first president of the United Bible 
Societies. He died in Oslo 14 January 1959. ] 


On behalf of the World Council of Churches, I would like to take this occasion 
to remember with deep gratitude the life and work of Eivind Berggrav, pastor, 


teacher, journalist, theologian, bishop and ecumenical pioneer. 


We remember Bishop Berggrav as the exemplary leader of his church in his 
country at a time of crisis and oppression, courageously resisting the 
totalitarian rule of the German occupation and their collaborators in the 
Quisling regime. His reflections on the modern state and the role of 
Christians and churches have made a deep impact on many in the ecumenical 
movement. 


It is to that movement which Eivind Berggrav made major contributions and gave 
outstanding leadership. Deeply influenced by his attendance at the Stockholm 
Conference on Life and Work in 1925 and by his friendship with Archbishop 
Séderblom, he took several significant ecumenical initiatives after the Second 
World War. He was instrumental in the creation of the United Bible Societies 
whose first president he became in 1946. He hosted the World Conference of 
Christian Youth in Oslo in 1947 when I was privileged to hear and meet him. 
His witness then to the Lordship of Christ had a great influence on my own 
life and ministry. 


We remember with special gratitude the leading role which Bishop Berggrav 
played in the formation of the World Council of Churches and during the first 
years of its life. He came to Geneva in 1946 to attend the meeting of the 
Provisional Committee of the WCC and at that time preached in a great 
ecumenical service in St Peter's Cathedral here, the first such gathering 
after the war. One of the significant events of that visit to Geneva was his 
meeting with Pastor Martin Niemdller at the headquarters of the WCC. 


Bishop Berggrav participated in the first two Assemblies of the World Council 
of Churches at Amsterdam in 1948 and in Evanston in 1954 where he also 
presented papers. From 1950-1954 he was one of the presidents of the WCC. 
It was his initiative in 1953 which led in 1961 to the inclusion of the words 
“according to the Scriptures” in the Basis of the World Council of Churches. 
These are only a few indications of his deep commitment to the WCC and its 
calling to further the unity, mission, witness and service of the churches in 
our world. 


We associate ourselves with you in the remembrance of this faithful servant of 
Christ, of his Church and of the ecumenical movement, and to whom we all owe 


so much. 


EPS 
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Sel OTP eiA. EI 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) released (24 October) a 
situation report (no. 8) on humanitarian aid for Angola, where there are 
“serious food shortages almost everywhere throughout the country”. A copy is 
available free to journalists on request to CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


+++ tteetett+ 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has published fact sheets on 
Ethiopia, Tanzania, Lesotho, and Zimbabwe. Sheets are planned on other 
African countries affected by drought. A copy of each is available free to 
journalists on request to CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


+t+ttetet+etst 


The British Council of Churches (2 Eaton Gate, London SW1W 9BL) has available 
a revised second edition of "The Directory of Peace and Reconciliation 
Projects in Ireland.” Published by Co-Operation North, it is available from 
the BCC for 1.75 UK pounds per copy, postage included. 


++eteetettett 


This issue of EPS includes Photo Oikoumene, which, contrary to earlier plans, 
will continue to appear as part of EPS from time to time. 


t+eetettetett+ 


Ecupast ~- News from EPS 25 Years Ago: 


UTRECHT (EPS - 11 December 1959) - Roman Catholic Archbishop Jan Alfrinck 
spoke approvingly of the "richly blessed ecumenical trend” that is “drawing 
Rome and the Reformation closer together.” He emphasized that “ecumenical 
life does not mean that everyone will hold identical beliefs. Ecumenism is a 
search for truth ... and the common truth and the common recognition of truth 
bring unity.” 


GENEVA (EPS - 22 December 1959) - WCC General Secretary W.A. Visser 't Hooft 
predicted closer relations between churches in the Soviet Union and the WCC, 
after a nearly month-long visit to the Soviet Union as a guest of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. He also visited Lutheran, Baptist, and Oriental (Armenian) 
Orthodox represented. He said “the future of our contacts was always the main 
subject of discussion.” He emphasized that “we are still in a period of 
getting to understand each other better.” [The Russian Orthodox Church joined 
the WCC in 1961.] 


BOGOTA (EPS — 4 December 1959) - Three Colombian government ministers were 
asked to testify before a parliamentary hearing, following presentation of a 
memorial signed by 14,000 people alleging persecution of Protestants and 
calling on the Colombian government to make effective constitutional 
guarantees of religious liberty. There were reports of a better government 
attitude towards Protestants just prior to and since the memorial. 


CHURCH AIRLIFT FOR Ecumenical Press 
ETHIOPIA BEGINNING Service 84.11.01 


GENEVA (EPS) - An airlift of 3,000 tons of food for famine-stricken Ethiopia, 
beginning 3 November under the auspices of four international church agencies, 
was announced following a meeting here of the committee of the Churches' 
Drought Action for Africa. 


An estimated 6.4 million Ethiopians are affected by a severe food shortage. 
CDAA flights from Asmara to Mekele would be in addition to its regular food 
convoys by truck from the port of Aseb to Koren. Mekele, a central point in 
the famine area, has been hard to reach because of fighting between government 
and anti-government forces. CDAA is also considering an airlift from Aseb. 


Because of fighting in Ethiopia's northern provinces (Wollo, Tigray, Eritrea), 
the CDAA committee appealed to "all involved to stop the military activities 
and give free passage so that international aid organizations can provide 
massive emergency assistance to the starving people" there. CDAA offered to 
work with the Red Cross or a UN organization to assure access for aid workers. 


Grain supplies via the four CDAA members - Caritas Internationalis, CIDSE 
(International Cooperation for Development and Solidarity), Lutheran World 
Federation, and World Council of Churches - are expected to help meet food 


requirements over the next few months. (The CIDSE agency playing the major 
role in Ethiopia is Catholic Relief Services.) 


Ethiopian food requirements before the next major harvest, in November 1985, 
are estimated at 1.2 million tons. Church-related agencies involved estimate 
they can handle and distribute 215,000 tons of that. Beyond the various 
commodities, the CDAA committee estimated it would take 35 million US dollars 
to ensure that the food be transported and distributed inland. The coalition 
has pledged to raise more than 100 million US dollars this year in cash and 
kind, beyond the more than 250 million US dollars they provide each year in 
relief and development aid. 


Harry Henry, from the All Africa Conference of Churches, told the meeting that 
the AACC is sending a team to drought-affected African countries to assess 
basic needs at the grassroots level, and to urge churches to address the 
problem of food production more actively. The group discussed ways in which 
the CDAA and AACC can work better together on the situation. Besides its 
relief and development aid, CDAA is embarking on what it describes as an 
action-oriented study of root causes of African hunger and food insufficiency. 


EPS 


Hungarian pastor's suspension ended EPS”84 /7T?02 


BUDAPEST (EPS) - The court of the southern district of the Lutheran Church in 
Hungary lifted (25 October) the suspension of Pastor Zoltan Doka, who has been 
strongly critical of LCH Presiding Bishop Zoltan Kaldy, president of the 
Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation (EPS 84.08.03). The court's 
announcement said it acted "on personal request” of Kaldy, who said that for 
family and other reasons, Doka is not in a psychological state to “be able to 
take in the whole situation unbiasedly and consider his own behaviour calmly". 
The court said Doka's view of Kaldy's leadership style and theology were “not 
++. part of the disciplinary procedure”, and so “no decision was necessary in 
this direction.” It said Kaldy hoped Doka "will be able to accomplish a 
constructive service in our church.” Norwegian Lutheran [Presiding] Bishop 
Andreas Aarflot had urged Kaldy to drop the case. (EPS 84.10.41). 


EPS 


CHRISTIAN WORLD COMMUNION Ecumenical Press 
EXECUTIVES MEET, DISCUSS Service 84.11.03 


GENEVA (EPS) - Witness, evangelism, and mission in secularized societies was 
on the agenda for the 28th annual meeting (here, 23-25 October.) of staff 
executives from Christian world communions, international agencies from about 
a dozen Christian traditions. 


Presentations on the issue came from Quaker, Seventh-day Adventist, and World 
Council of Churches staff members. Also attending the meeting were Lutheran, 
Salvation Army, Baptist, Reformed, Roman Catholic, Old Catholic, Methodist, 
Mennonite, Churches of Christ /Disciples, and Eastern Orthodox representatives. 
Raymond Fung, WCC evangelism secretary, defined a secularized society as “one 
whose dominant culture does not facilitate religious commitment". He said 
“one of the most serious problems with Christian witness today is how the 
churches could evangelize on their own when the culture which used_ to 
evangelize for them no longer does so”. Fung added that he doubted “the 
legitimacy and viability of Christian witness and evangelism in secularized 
society without an evangelical concern for its basic values and attitudes”. 


Seventh-day Adventist General Conference Secretary B.B. Beach suggested that 
Christians had not done such a good job in dealing with secularists and 
secularized societies on their own terms. He urged Christians to “translate 
the gospel,” to “talk the language of the secularist, but not adopt his views’. 


Friends World Committee for Consultation Associate Secretary Val Ferguson 
suggested the framing of the issue really reflected a North American and 
European question about “how to minister to our own affluence’. She cautioned 
against focusing on “actions which captivate our attention.” Rather, she 
said, one ought to be concerned about “cultivating an inward condition so 
that one's "work [is] ... an inner condition made visible.” 


In other action, the group decided to send messages of congratulations to 
Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches and 
recipient of this year's Nobel Peace Prize, and to Emilio Castro, WCC general 
secretary-elect. The group re-elected its officers — World Methodist Council 
General Secretary Joe Hale to chair the CWC conference, and Beach to be its 
secretary. It decided to meet next year (22-24 October) near London; in 1986 
in Rome (21-23 October), in part to mark the anniversary of the conclusion of 
the Second Vatican Council, in 1965; and in 1987 (27-29 October) in Geneva. 


The group reviewed plans for a meeting next 5-9 March near Geneva of the 
"forum on bilateral conversations", to consider especially the relationship of 
the official world dialogues between representatives of pairs of Christian 
traditions to the text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM; EPS 49/02) 
released by the WCC Commission on Faith and Order in 1982. It also received 
reports on religious-liberty issues, and on a Life and Peace Institute under 
the auspices of the Swedish Ecumenical Council. 


As is customary at such meetings, the group heard updates on the work and 
problems of the various CWCs, and a detailed profile of one of them, this time 
by Baptist World Alliance General Secretary Gerhard Claas. In his assessment, 
Claas said that among Baptists "the unity of the church ... is never 
understood as organizational unity". Because they have a “mortal fear of a 
super church", Baptists prefer a church unity model which includes "reconciled 
diversities", he said. 


EPS 


OLD CATHOLIC Ecumenical Press 
BISHOPS MEET Service 84.11.04 


DAVIE (Florida/US) (EPS) - At their annual meeting, here, the world's Old 
Catholic bishops considered a rite for ordination of male and female deacons. 
They also approved two international meetings next year with Anglican 
representatives —- of European bishops (in Trier, FRG), and of theologians (in 
Chichester, England). 


The bishops are reported to be working on a common Old Catholic response to 
the 1982 international, ecumenical, theological convergence text on baptism, 
eucharist, and ministry. They decided to take up at their meeting next year 
in Poland issues related to the role of women and men in the church. 


According to a report from their meeting, the bishops also considered plans 
for the next International Old Catholic Congress (Miinster, FRG, 1986), and the 
100th anniversary, in 1989, of the Union of Utrecht, which unites Old Catholic 
denominations in Euorpe and North America. 


Following the sessions here, Old Catholic Archbishop of Utrecht Antonius Jan 
Glazemaker visited Episcopal [US Anglican] Presiding Bishop John Maury Allin 
in New York. The North American Old Catholic denomination, the Scranton 
(Pennsylvania)-based Polish National Catholic Church, ended communion with the 
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church of Canada when the’ two began 
ordaining female priests, in the mid-1970s. In general, under terms of a 1931 
agreement, Old Catholics and Anglicans are in communion with each other. 


EPS 
WORLD YMCA GENERAL Ecumenical Press 
SECRETARY RESIGNS Service 84.11.05 


GENEVA (EPS) - Hector Caselli, general secretary since 1977 of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs (WAYM), based here, has announced his resignation, effective 
after the Alliance's Ninth World Council, in Denmark next August. 


In a letter about his decision, Caselli judged that the recent multi-year 
study of WAYM's “role, functions, structures, and relationships [EPS 
84.07.35], brings about a new style of organization” with "fundamental 
differences" from concepts when he came into office. 


While praising the “perception, vitality, and courage" involved in the 
“process of self-criticism” undertaken by the organization, Caselli said "some 
of the changes ... are not in tune with my personal philosophy and vision ... 
Because I profoundly love the YMCA", he added, “and because I now have 
differences with the future orientation decided for its world office, I feel 
that it has become necessary for me to leave my position ... [to] allow for a 
change in the staff leadership ... to implement the results of the study.” 


Caselli also noted that in 1985 he reaches 30 years of involvement with 
international YMCA work, in Geneva and Latin America. He said he and his wife 
“reached the conclusion that the time had come for a major change." 


A seven-person special committee to search for a successor to Caselli, to be 
elected by next year's council, is chaired by WAYM President James Love. The 


general secretary's term is five years. 


EPS 


ADVENTISTS TO VOTE Ecumenical Press 


ON ORDAINING WOMEN Service 84.11.06 


WASHINGTON (EPS) - The annual council of the Seventh-day Adventist Church has 
decided the world-wide denomination's next general conference session, in New 
Orleans 27 June-6 July, is to be asked for a “definitive” answer to proposals 
to ordain women. Before that, the SdA Biblical Research Institute is to share 
a “balanced summary of the available theological positions". SdA General 
Conference President Neal Wilson said it was “clear scripture teaches equality 
of men and women. But we must face the question of whether that equality is 
one of both status and function.” 


In other action, the council voted to recommend major structure changes to the 
conference, including increased operational latitude and responsibility for 
the SdA North American Division, trimmed down union-conference (area unit) 
structures, a new church ministries department, and shifts of some programme 


responsibilities to congregational and local-conference levels. 


EPS 


US LUTHERANS APPROVE Ecumenical Press 


LAW/CONSCIENCE TEXT Service 84.11.07 


MOORHEAD (Minnesota/US) (EPS) - The 12th general convention (17-23 October) of 
the American Lutheran Church overwhelmingly approved a statement on “human law 
and the conscience of believers". It says “disobeying civil law can be done 
only as a last resort, non-violently and with willingness to pay the required 
penalty”, but also that those who do so “may expect the full ministry of the 


faith community to be available to them ... even though others in the faith 
community may disagree strongly with the law violator's stand or action.” 

Among those addressing the convention were John Roach, Roman Catholic 
archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis, and Andrew Young, a United Church of 
Christ minister and mayor of Atlanta. 


EPS 


KYODAN MODERATOR OUTLINES Ecumenical Press 


ISSUES IN ASSEMBLY REPORT Service 84.11.08 


TOKYO (EPS) - Ushiroku Toshio, moderator of the Kyodan (United Church of 
Christ in Japan), outlined 10 issues facing the denomination's 23rd general 
assembly (12-14 November), including “many unsolved problems" in ministry, 
church disputes in the Tokyo area, and the denomination's financial situation. 


Ushiroku said efforts of the last decade to convene the Tokyo district 
assembly were nearing success, even though the district could not agree on 
selecting delegates for the current general assembly. On the matter of 
finances, despite a reduction in the accumulated deficit to 3.2 million 
Japanese yen, “we must radically scrutinize the basic framework of Kyodan 
finance, strengthen church-wide financial support, and create financial 
conditions conducive to promoting the church's mission”, he said. 


Also on the agenda were Kyodan relations with Christians in Taiwan, Korea, and 
Okinawa, and with Korean Christians in Japan; policies for sending and 
receiving missionaries; a document on social action policy; and assessment of 
the Kyodan's role in support of government restrictions on Holiness clergy, a 
"clear example of our sins of ... complicity” in World War 2, he said 


EPS 


NOBEL WINNER TUTU OUTLINES HIS Ecumenical Press 
VISION OF SOCIETY TO UN COUNCIL Service 84.11.09 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from IPS news agency. ] 


NEW YORK (EPS/Claude Robinson) - "The black people of South Africa do not want 
to drive whites into the sea, but we want to claim our place in the sun", Nobel 
Peace Prize-winner Desmond Tutu told the UN Security Council [23 October]. 

The Anglican bishop and general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches outlined his vision of a society “truly non-racial, truly democratic”. 


Tutu was invited by the UN Committee Against Apartheid and the African Group 
to participate in the council debate, prompted by South African government 
action against disturbances in black townships. In an eloquent and often 
emotional plea to an attentive audience, Tutu said he spoke “with a full heart 
about a land that I love deeply”. 


He spoke passionately of gently rolling hills, gurgling streams and humming 
birds, as he evoked an image of a land of physical beauty also richly endowed 
with a variety of minerals, and agriculture capable of comfortably sustaining 
itself and other lands. But, he said, it is also a land of deep divisions, 
alienation and “avoidable pain and suffering”, with "a pall of despondency”. 


Tutu, referring not only to violence that has claimed more than 80 lives since 
September, but to violence apartheid breeds, said South Africa sits "on a 
powder keg with a short fuse indeed”. He used the reaction of the white and 
black communities to his prize to illustrate the “deep polarization” there. 
“While the blacks were in a seventh heaven of delight", whites tried to 
“devalue” it, he'‘said. 


Among those who did not hear the bishop's denunciation of apartheid was South 
African Ambassador Kurt von Shirnding. He and the rest of his delegation 
walked out of the chamber right after the ambassador defended the actions of 
South Africa security forces as necessary to maintain law and order. 


Tutu gave a detailed account of how security forces shot a six-year-old boy in 
the back in September. He described black anger against black officials 
regarded by blacks as government “lackeys” but whom Pretoria considers elected 
councilmen. (Some of these officials have been killed in the protests.) 


White South Africans, Tutu said, are “not demons. They are human beings, who 
are scared", he said, adding that because they are only one in five in the 
population, “perhaps they have reason to be scared”. 


The bishop said unrest inside South Africa is not just about rents and 
electricity increases, or the miners' strike, or 100,000 students boycotting 
classes to protest inferior education. “The unrest will be endemic until 
apartheid is removed", he declared. "Please help us", he said, asking the 
international community to urge the white minority government "to come to the 
conference table” with the representatives of the nation's majority. in, the 
name of squatters who have been denied their land and homes, in the name of 
the fathers who must live in single sex hostels away from their families for 
11 months a year, in the name of students who have rejected the travesty of an 
education reserved for blacks, in the name of those banished or exiled from 
their homes, I appeal to you.” 


"We will@be free, Jitu ‘said. "We ask your help so that it will come 
peacefully, with the least violence, and that it will come soon.” 


EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES' EAST . Ecumenical Press 
EUROPE POLICY FAULTED, DEFENDED Service 84.11.10 


LONDON (EPS) - The director of Keston College, a group which specializes in 
the situation of Christians in eastern Europe, has sharply criticized World 
Council of Churches' policy towards that region. Michael Bourdeaux's 
assessment, in a lecture delivered on his behalf (29 October) at the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, here, was questioned by Roger Williamson, 
executive secretary for peace and human rights at the British Council of 
Churches. 


According to Bourdeaux, the WCC policy's “overwhelming aim has been to 
preserve the link with Russian Christians by avoiding public controversy with 
the East European church leadership ... It is not too much to say that Geneva 
policy has misled the world-wide membership of the WCC on the real situation 
of Soviet believers.” 


He described the approach of “taking up selected human rights issues mainly in 
private, either with Soviet officials direct or ... through the member 
churches. in. that country”. as failing to, “alleviate the lot ' of , the 
persecuted.” He said that “beneath the superstructure of collaboration with 
the [Soviet government], there is a ‘confessing church,' as there was in Nazi 
Germany. Surely history teaches that one must seek it out and take every 
opportunity to set up relations with it.” 


Williamson called the lecture a “strong and vigorous statement of criticism” 
of the WCC approach. “Our feeling,” he said, “is that WCC policy, which is 
determined by the assembly and by the central committee and carried out by 
staff members, has a great deal more to be said for it.” He said he hopes for 
“dialogue ... as soon as possible” between Keston and the WCC on Bourdeaux's 
evaluation. 


Bourdeaux was particularly critical of a WCC background information pamphlet 
released last year, “Human Rights on the Ecumenical Agenda’. (EPS. .83.07,..22),. 
Notwithstanding “several valuable pages,” he said, it is “deeply flawed,” 
because of various "questionable theological tenet[s]”. 

In Geneva, a WCC spokesperson described the aims of Keston and the WCC as “two 
approaches to the same dilemma,” but regretted the lecture's “distortions and 
inaccuracies,” notably in connection with the booklet, which “help neither the 
ongoing debate, nor victims of human rights violations’. He said recent 
meetings between WCC and Keston staff members indicate "“soodwill on both sides 
to listen to each other.” 


Bourdeaux' lecture was read for him by Keston research director Philip 
Waters. Bourdeaux was stranded in the Bahamas, where he was giving a series 
of talks following his receipt of the Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion 
earlier this year. 


EPS 
Rethink on abortion reported Bro (O44 LL aie 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - New York-based Religious News Service reports from here 
that "mainline Protestant denominations - long identified with the pro-choice 
side of the abortion debate - have begun to revise and reassess their 
positions on this divisive moral and political issue. oe. Lhe mainline; . «. 


activity ... is challenging the view that opposition to abortion is purely a 
matter of Roman Catholic or fundamentalist Protestant doctrine.” 


EPS 
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In more than 100 villages of the undeveloped 
Andean province of Carrasco, in Central 
Bolivia, 25,000 Quechua Indians work for 
self-sufficiency in health education and 
development, as the result of the program 
started in 1975 by a team of doctors, agro- 
nomists, teachers and social assistants 


(3) 2682-7 


through INEDER(Institute for Rural Education 
and Development) — a private Bolivian 
institution supported by the WCC and others. 
Shown here are some activities atthe INEDER 
Educational Center. 


Cover (1) Student of auto mechanics. 

(2) The blacksmith (Jesus Villaroel Rojas). 
(3) INEDER teacher. 

(4) The radio studio. 

(5) The forest nursery. 

(6) The canteen. 

(7, 8, 9) Women’s community meeting. 


Dans plus de 100 villages de la province 
andine de Carrasco, située au centre de la 
Bolivie, 25 000 Indiens quechuas sont en 
train d’acquérir une formation qui leur per- 
mettra de devenir autonomes dans les 
domaines de l'éducation sanitaire et du 
développement: il s’agit d'un programme 
éducatif qui a été lancé en 1975 par une 
équipe de médecins, d’agronomes, d’ensei- 
gnants et de travailleurs sociaux, dans le 
cadre de|'Institut de formation et de dévelop- 
pement rural (INEDER) (institution bolivienne 
privée soutenue par le COE et d’autres 
organismes). On voit ici quelques-unes des 
activités du Centre éducatif de l'INEDER. 


(7) 2686-10 


Couverture (1) Apprenti mécanicien. 
(2) Le forgeron (Jesus Villaroel Rojas 
(3) Un enseignant de lr INEDER. 

(4) Le studio radiophonique. 

(5) La pépiniére. 

(6) La cantine. 

(7, 8, 9) Réunion de femmes. 


In Uber 100 Dorfern der unterentwic 
Andenprovinz Carrasco in Mittelbe 
setzen sich 25000 Ketschua-Indi 
Autonomie im Gesundheitswesen und 
Entwicklung ein. Dieses Vorhaben w 
Rahmen eines Programms verwirklict 
1975 von einer Gruppe von Arzten, Agror 
Lehrern und Sozialarbeitern mit Hill 


INEDER (Institut fur Bildungs- und Er 


lungsarbeit in landlichen Gebieten), 
privaten bolivianischen Institution, di 
ORK und anderen unterstiltzt wird, ge 
wurde. Die folgenden Fotos zeigen | 
der Aktivitaten im Ausbildungszentrul 


Titelbild (1) Autoschlosserlehrling. 
(2) Der Schmied (Jesus Villaroel Roja 
(3) Vom INEDER angestellter Lehrer. 
(4) Das Rundfunkstudio. 

(5) Die Baumschule. 

(6) Die Kantine. 

(7, 8, 9) Frauentreffen. 


(6) 2684 - 21 


B3 - 21 


arvest in the village of Colpan, Pocona 
lear Cochabamba, Bolivia. The Que- 
lasants of Colpan are members of a 
itive recently formed with the help of 
lute for Rural Education and Develop- 
[EDER). 


ronomist Fernando Rivas, of the 
i team, with members of the Colpan 
tive, examining the potato harvest. 
13, 14) Peasants of Colpan during 
to harvest. 

dian woman from the Altiplano 
Ng with her young daughter. 


de pommes de terre dans le village 
dan, valle de Pocona, prés de 
amba, Bolivie. Les paysans quechuas 
an sont membres d’une coopérative 
‘d’étre créée avec laide de |'Institut 


ation et de développement rural 
). 

ronome Fernando Rivas, de I'équipe 
JER, en compagnie de membres de 
rative de Colpan, entrain d’examiner 
>de pommes de terre. 

13, 14) Paysans de Colpan pendant 
*>de pommes de terre. 

Indienne de I’ Altiplano fait la récolte 
ille. 


(9) 2681 - 37 


(12) 2683-22 (13) 2681-11 


Kartoffelernte in dem Dorf Colpan, Pocona- 
Tal, bei Cochabamba (Bolivien). Die Ketschua- 
Bauern in Colpan sind Mitglieder einer 
unlangst mit Hilfe des Instituts fur Bildungs- 
und Entwicklungsarbeit in landlichen Gebieten 
(INEDER) gegriindeten Genossenschaft. 


(15) 2660-25 


(10) 2683 - 34 


Mink 


(14) 2681 - 21 


(10) Agronom Fernando Rivas vom INEDER- 
Team mit Mitgliedern der Genossenschaft 
bei der Begutachtung der Kartoffelernte. 
(11, 12, 13, 14) Die Bauern von Colpan bei 
der Kartoffelernte. 

(15) Eine Indio-Frau im Hochland (Altiplano) 
bringt die Ernte zusammen mit ihrer kleinen 


‘Tochter ein. 
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Aymara Indians in the Sorata Valley of Bolivia 
still use traditional farming methods to fight 
against high inflation, the low price of their 
products and the high prices of their tools. 
The Cooperative of llabaya(supported by the 
NCC through CESA) is trying to stimulate the 
agricultural development of the region. 


(16) Peasants of the Altiplano clearing the 
land. 

(17) Very often, peasants have to wait several 
days for a truck to come and take their crops 
to town. 

(18) This boy is spreading potatoes for drying. 
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(16) 2681 -2 


(19) The Andes mountain scenery. 
(20) Scene of the village of llabaya. 
(21) Cooperative shop of Ilabaya. 


Dans la vallée de Sorata, en Bolivie, les 
Indians Aymaras utilisent encore des 
méthodes de culture traditionnelles pour 
lutter contre linflation élevée, le faible prix de 
leurs produits et le coat élevé de leurs outils. 
La coopérative d’llabaya (soutenue par le 
Conseil national d’Eglises atravers le CESA) 
s'efforce de stimuler le développement agri- 
cole de la région. 


(16) Paysans de IAltiplano en train « 
fricher un terrain. 

(17) Tres souvent, les paysans sont o 
d’attendre plusieurs jours pour qu’unc 
passe et emporte leurs récoltes a |. 
(18) Un jeune garcon étale des pomn 
terre pour les faire sécher. 

(19) Paysage montagneux des Ande: 
(20) Scéne du village d’llabaya. 

(21) Magasin de la coopérative d’ll: 


(19) 


Amara-Indios im Sorata-Tal (Bolivien) 
len das Land noch in traditioneller 
8. Sie haben gegen hohe Inflationsraten, 
edrige Preise fiir landwirtschaftliche 
Ukte und zu teure Preise fiir landwirt- 
ftliche Gerate anzukampfen. Die 
issenschaft von Ilabaya (die Uber die 
mission fir Zwischenkirchliche Hilfe 
1 den ORK unterstiltzt wird) bemiht 
die landwirtschaftliche Entwicklung in 
legion anzuregen. 


Bauern des Hochlandes machen das 
bestellbar. 

sehr haufig mussen die Bauern mehrere 
auf einen Lastwagen warten, der ihre 
‘in die Stadt bringt 

Dieser Junge breitet Kartoffeln zum 
nen aus. 

nN den Anden. 

m Dorf llabaya. 

ienossenschaftlicher Laden in llabaya. 


(22) 2664-5 


(21) 2680-2 


Danchurchaid (Danish Inter-Church Aid 
Agency) has, for the last six years, supported 
a health programme on the Altiplano, based 
in Pucarani and serving ten dispensaries in 
the region. 


(22, 23, 24, 25) Patients receiving health 
care in the dispensary. 


Danchurchaid (organisme d’entraide des 
Eglises du Danemark) soutient depuis six 
ans un programme sanitaire destiné a I’Alti- 
plano qui a son siége a Pucarani et posséde 
dix dispensaires dans la région. 


(22, 23, 24, 25) Malades recevant des soins 
dans un dispensaire. 


Danchurchaid (Danische Einrichtung fir 
Zwischenkirchliche Hilfe) unterstitzt seit 
sechs Jahren ein Gesundheitsprogramm 
auf dem Altiplano. Die Basisstation befindet 
sich in Pucarani, undinder Region sind zehn 
Ambulanzstationen erdffnet worden. 


(22, 23, 24, 25) Behandlung von Patienten 
in einer der Ambulanzstationen. 


(23) 2672-2 


(26) Typical small farm on the Altiplano. 
(27) Sunday life on the Altiplano. 

(28) A fisherman and his wife on the Titicaca 
lake. 

(29, 30) Scenes of the Titicaca lake. 

(31) Marketplace on the Altiplano. 

(32, 33, 36,37) Danchurchaid is sponsoring 
a programme forimproving the quality of live- 
stock and increasing the milk production in 
order to bring more cash income for the 
farmers. To that purpose, an experimental 
farm has been set up for testing new methods 
to fit the harsh living conditions on the Alti- 
plano. 

(34) Village of Pucarani. 

(35) People of Pucarani looking at a display 
explaining the “proyecto Pucarani’, a health 
programme for the region. 


(28) 2669-18a 


(26) Petite ferme typique de I’Altiplano. 
(27) Scéne de la vie dominicale sur!’Altiplano. 
(28) Un pécheur et sa femme sur le lac Titi- 
caca. 
(29, 30) Sur les rives du lac Titicaca. 

(31) Marché sur l’Altiplano. 

(32, 33, 36, 37) Danchurchaid soutient 
actuellement un programme qui vise a 
améliorer la qualité du cheptel et a accroitre 
la production laitiere pour augmenter les 
revenus des agriculteurs. On a donc mis sur 
pied une ferme expérimentale pour €prouver 
de nouvelles méthodes qui soient mieux 
adaptées aux rudes conditions de vie de 
Altiplano. 

(34) Village de Pucarani. 

(35) A Pucaram, des villageois regardent un 
panneau d’exposition sur le “Proyecto 
Pucarani”, programme sanitaire mis en ceuvre 
dans la région. 


1673 - 31 re (32) 2663-4A 


(34) Das Dorf Pucarani. 
pischer kleiner Bauernhof auf dem (35) Einwohner von Pucarani studieren ein 


ateau. Plakat, auf dem das “Proyecto Pucarani”, 


Inntagsleben auf dem Hochplateau: das Gesundheitsprogramm fir die Region 
n Fischer und seine Frau auf dem _ erlautert wird. 


see. 

) Szenen am Titicacasee. 

arktplatz auf dem Hochplateau. 

, 36, 37) Danchurchaid unterstitzt 
jramm zur qualitativen Verbesserung (34) 2668-18a 
\bestandes und Steigerung der Milch- 

ion, um das Einkommen der Bauern 

en. Zu diesem Zweck ist eine Modell 

gerichtet worden, wo neue Methoden 

twerden, die den harten Lebens- essen : a 
ungen auf dem Hochplateau 
sen sind. 


(30) 2669-21a 


(36) 2663-16A 


(38) 2676-2 


(38, 39) As part of the programme sponsored 
by Danchurchaid, members of the health 
team are giving advice to the women of 
Puearani. 

(40, 41) Indian children on the Altiplano. 
(42) Members of the audio-centre of the 
“Proyecto Pucarani’. 


(38, 39) Dans le cadre du programme sou- 
tenu par Danchurchaid, des membres de 
’équipe sanitaire donnent des conseils aux 
femmes de Pucarani. 

(40, 41) Enfants indiens de |’Altiplano. 
(42) Membres du centre audio-visuel du 
“Proyecto Pucarani’. 


(39) 2676-5 


(42) 2673-6 
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(40) 2675-33 


(38, 39) Im Rahmen des von Danchur 
unterstutzten Programms erteilen Mitg 
des Gesundheitsteams den Frauer 
Pucarani Ratschlage. 

(40, 41) Indio-Kinder auf dem Hochpk 
(42) Mitglieder des audio-visuellen Zen 
des “Proyecto Pucarani’. 


(41) 2663 -29a 
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(43, 44, 45, 46) Family scenes on the Alti- 
plano. 

(47) Since public transportation is scarce, 
any opportunity is used. 


(43, 44, 45, 46) Scénes de lavie familiale sur 
P Altiplano. 

(47) Les transports publics sont rares etl’on 
saisit toutes les occasions qui se présentent. 


(43, 44, 45, 46) Familienszenen auf dem 
Altiplano. 

(47) Da es kaum Offentliche Verkehrsmittel 
gibt, wird jede Gelegenheit wahrgenommen. 


(44) 2665-10 


(47) 2679-9 


(48) 2672-4 


(48) La Paz. 
(49) Men’s community meeting on the island 
of Suruqui, in the Titicaca lake. 


(48) La Paz. 
(49) Réunion d’hommes sur litle de Suruqui, 
lac Titicaca. 


(48) La Paz. 
(49) Gemeinschaftstreffen der Manner auf 
der Jusel Suruqui im Titicacasee. 


Famine, drought and floods have ravaged 
the Altiplano of Bolivia, leaving the people in 
need of emergency assistance of food and 
seeds. Inthe remote and inacessible province 
of Gualberto Villarroel near the Chilean 
border, the Bolivian Methodist Church over- 
sees emergency distribution, while introducing 
possibilities for agricultural development. 


(50, 51) The visible effects of the droughtare 
seen in this remote village near the Chilean 
border. 

(52) A gathering of peasants in San Pedro de 
Cuarahuara. 

(53) Ploughing the drought-affected soil. 
(54) The face of an elderly peasant worn by 
life and hard work. 

(55) Church of San Pedro de Cuarahuara a 
remote village near the Chilean border. 
(56) This consultant in agriculture travels 
throughout the drought-affected region on 
his motorbike. 

(57, 58) The fruits of painful work: only a 
handful of pea-sized potatoes. 


(49) 2665 - 29a 


La famine, la sécheresse et les inondations 
ont ravagé l’Altiplano bolivien, ou la popu- 
lation a désespérément besoin de graines et 
d'une aide alimentaire. Dans la lointaine et 
inaccessible province de Gualberto Villar- 
roel, pres de ta frontiére chilienne, |’Eglise 
méthodiste de Bolivie supervise la distribution 
de secours d’urgence tout en essayant 
d'encourager le développement agricole. 


(50, 51) Les effets de la secheresse, dans un 
village situé prés de la frontiére chilienne. 
(52) Rassemblement de paysans a San Pedro 
de Cuarahuara. 

(53) Labour d’une terre desséchée. 

(54) Le visage d’un vieux paysan usé par la 
vie et le travail. 

(55) L’église du village de San Pedro de 
Cuarahuara, pres de la frontiére chilienne. 
(56) Ce conseiller agricole parcourt en 
mobylette la region frappée par la sécheresse. 
(57, 58) Les fruits d'un dur labeur: une 
poignée de pommes de terre gjosses comme “ 
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Snote, Durrekatastrophen und Uber- 
Amungen haben das Hoch von 
Nh verwustet. Die dort lebenden 
len bendtigen dringend Lebensmittel 
latgut. In der abgelegenen und 
nglichen Provinz Gualberto Villar- 
ne der chilenischen Grenze beauf- 
die Methodistische Kirche in Bolivien 
silung der aus Ubersee eintreffenden 
. Sie bemusht sich ferner um Ansatze 
Adwirtschaftlichen Entwicklung. 


) Die Auswirkungen der Dirre sind 
sutlich zu erkennen in diesem ab- 
en Dorf nahe der Grenze zu Chile. 
e Bauernversammlung in San Pedro 
ahuara. 


+ 


igen des ausgedorrten Bodens. 

$ Gesicht eines alteren Bauern, in 
Leben und die harte Arbeit ihre 
Ninterlassen haben. 

irche von San Pedro de Cuarahuara, 
Dgelegenen Dorf nahe der chile- 
'Grenze. 

€ser landwirtschaftliche Berater 
Nit seinem Moped das ganze von 
2 heimgesuchte Gebiet. 

Die Friichte milhsamer Arbeit: nur 
Pvoll erbsengrosser Kartoffeln. 
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(56) 2678- 34a 


(57) 2678-13 


(58) 2678-12 


BOLIVIA 


These photos were taken b 
Peter Williams, WCC, onat 
jointly sponsored by 

Danchurchaid, the Commis 
on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and Service(CICAF 
and the Department of 
Communication of the Worl« 
Council of Churches. . 


BOLIVIE 


Ces photos ont été prises pi 
Peter Williams, du COE, lors ( 
voyage financé conjointeme 
par Danchurchaid, la Com- | 
mission d’entraide et de ser 
des Eglises et d’assistance | 
réfugiés (CESEAR) et le 
Département de venae a 
du Conseil cecuménique de 
Eglises. ! 


BOLIVIEN 


Die folgenden Fotos wurden 
von Peter Williams, ORK, | 
auf einer Reise gemacht, die 
gemeinsam von Danchurché 
der Kommission fur Zwische 
kirchliche Hilfe, Fluchtlings-' 
und Weltdienst (CICARWS) 

und der Komminikationsabteil 
des Okumenischen Rates de 
Kirchen finanziert wurde. | 
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Faith and Faithfulness - Essays on Contemporary Ecumenical Themes: A 
Tribute to Philip A. Potter has just been published by the WCC. 

Edited by Pauline Webb, it includes contributions from Lesslie Newbigin, 
Emilio Castro, Harvey L. Perkins, Alexandros Papaderos, Kosuke Koyama, 
Adeolu Adegbola, Josef Smolik, Krister Stendahl, Madeleine Barot, 

Nita Barrow, Konrad Raiser, John Bluck, and Paul Abrecht. It costs 
12.90 Swiss francs, 5.95 US dollars, or 4.25 UK pounds. 


+++ 4 + 
ECUPAST: News from EPS 25 Years Ago 


WARSAW (EPS - 8 January 1960) - An official Communist weekly here 
recommended that the party set up "a kind of confessional" run by 
Communist psychiatrists in public libraries, Communist cultural 
centers, and other public places. 


GENEVA (EPS - 8 January 1960) - The Lutheran World Federation intervened 
in Brazil in a dispute between two Lutheran denominations over mission 
work in the North Parana area. The two - Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of North America and Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil 
were said to have “achieved full agreement concerning amicable cooperation 
in the terrritory" as a result, 


BERLIN (EPS - 8 January 1960) - The council of the Evangelical Church in 

Germany (EKD) and the EKD bishops’ conference adopted a resolution urging 
reunification of Germany. They also declared opposition to any change 

in the status of West Berlin which might reduce free access to all parts 

of the city or further restrict communications between East and West, 


POTTER VISITS CHINA; Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH VITALITY SEEN Service 84.11.12 


GENEVA (EPS) - World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter 
returned from a visit to China (16-28 October) impressed with the “vitality of 
the Chinese church, and its remarkable growth under difficult circumstances." 


His trip, at the invitation of the China Christian Council, was the first 
official visit from the WCC to China in more than 30 years. Four Chinese 
denominations were among the WCC's founding members in 1948, and continued to 
participate till 1956. They have never formally withdrawn, and thus still 
figure in the WCC membership total of 303. 


Since 1979, WCC contacts with the church in China have been maintained. In 
November 1983, K.H. Ting, the bishop who chairs the CCC, and Han Wenzao, CCC 
associate general secretary, visited WCC headquarters, here (EPS 83.12.01). 


With Ninan Koshy, director of the WCC Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, Potter visited four cities (Beijing, Xian, Nanjing, and 
Shanghai). There he met congregations and had discussions with leaders of the 
CCC and the Three Self Movement, another expression of the Chinese church, 
which Potter describes as "still in a period of consolidation at the national 
level,” in which "discussions have begun about the transition to the [United ] 
Church of China.” 


In Beijing, Potter and Koshy met Huang Hua, vice chairman of the standing 
committee of the National People's Congress, and Ren Wuji, acting director of 
the religious affairs bureau of the State Council. They discussed the 
government's religious policy and its implementation. A WCC report noted the 
two government representatives “gave clear assurance that the policy of 
religious freedom was being implemented, including the right of Christians to 
worship in houses or ‘meeting points,' as they are referred to.” It described 
that as “specially significant in view of reports about difficulties created 
in some places by local officials regarding worship in houses." 


An estimated 1800 buildings have been reopened for worship by Chinese 
Protestants, and thousands of Christians worship in various “meeting points." 
An Eastern Orthodox church in Harbin has also reportedly been reopened (EPS 
82.08.56). The WCC reported that Potter "pointed out that Christian faith is 
not confined to church buildings, and prayer and fellowship in houses is a 
very important part of church life." 


In their meetings with Hua, Potter and Koshy also discussed peace and 
disarmament issues, with Hua explaining recent Chinese proposals on nuclear 
disarmament and suggesting that they have much in common with those of the WCC. 


Offering “preliminary impressions" (EPS 84.11.31), Potter said Chinese church 
life is "reminiscent of ... the early church," with high worship attendance at 
the two or three services most congregations have each Sunday. He also noted 
a "remarkable interest in the work of the WCC and of churches around the 
world” during a "lively conversation" with theological studnets in Nanjing. 


Potter described the current period as "crucial and delicate" for the Chinese 
church, so that "external relations, especially with ecumenical bodies, have 
to be made with care.” He also noted that because “in popular perception as 
well as state policies,” Protestant and Catholic forms of Christianity are 
considered “separate religions ... ecumenical relations in the usual sense of 
the term have not been developed.” 


EPS 


ORTHODOX CONSIDER Ecumenical Press 
MISSION CHALLENGES Service 84.11.13 


HILDESHEIM (FRG) (EPS) - Several recommendations on Christian mission and 
witness by Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy came from a week-long (29 October-3 
November) meeting here under the auspices of the World Council of Churches. 


Among other things, the dozen participants in the Orthodox Advisory Group 
dealt with women and youth in mission, the church in Islamic and communist 
societies (where most Orthodox live), its role in "western secularized 
society", and the Orthodox diaspora (relatively small numbers of Orthodox in 
parts of the world where Orthodoxy has not been a numerically strong force). 


Among OAG recommendations are that: 


- Orthodox catechisms “address the questions posed by the new reality in 
which Orthodox live today.” 


- diaspora Orthodox be "more aware of their responsibility of witnessing 
their Orthodox faith within the ecumenical context of the western world, and 
that within this reality they be primarily concerned for a common Orthodox 
witness rather than being centred on their legitimate concern of preserving 
their national identity.” 


- ministry within Orthodoxy be studied, with “special stress on new forms 
of ministry of women in church and society", with particular attention to the 
Orthodox tradition (now largely inoperative) of women in the diaconate. 


- the UN-proclaimed International Youth Year (1985) be marked by 
Orthodoxy, and that international Orthodox meetings be held on issues of 


gospel and culture and “the role and place of women in Orthodox mission today”. 


Speaking of Islamic societies, the OAG report observes that "Christian witness 
should not be a defence of our own interests against others, but we need to be 
strong enough spiritually and sufficiently educated to become a bridge and 
enter into dialogue with Muslims.” Noting the “precarious situation of 
Christian communities in [Islamic] countries”, the group urges “a common plea 
for the respect of human rights and religious freedom in all countries”. 
Reflecting on the situation in communist societies, the group calls “the 
liturgical life of the organized communities .. a powerful witness. ... The 
task of the church is not to protect a historical image, but to meet the 
people where they are living, with a deep sense of humility and 
responsibility.” 


In an ecumenical context, the group says, “there is a specific Orthodox 
witness of beauty, coherence and wholeness, a rediscovery of our real humanity 
when we are united with our Creator, for all this there is a great thirst in 
the West.” 


OAG is a consultative body for the WCC world mission and evangelism commission 
(CWME). The group met in the Himmelsthiir Centre of the Serbian Orthodox 
diocese for west Europe. Part of its programme included a meeting with an 
ecumenical group of church leaders and other representatives. Its report goes 
to the CWME meeting 13-20 January in Limuru (Kenya). OAG moderator is Cyrille 
Argenti, a priest of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Marseille (France). Also 
represented here were the Greek, Alexandrian, Romanian, Serbian, Armenian, 
Coptic [Egyptian], and Finnish Orthodox churches. 


EPS 


WORLD CHURCH TEAM VISITS Ecumenical Press 
NICARAGUA AT ELECTION TIME Service 84.11.14 


MANAGUA (EPS) - A four-person delegation from the World Council of Churches 
spent a week in Nicaragua (3-10 November) before, during, and after the 


elections in which the ruling Sandinista government received a large majority 
of the vote. 


The four, Susan Millard (Baptist, UK), Walter Altmann (Lutheran, Brazil), Thomas 
Liggett (Disciples, US), and Gene Stockwell (Methodist, US, and director of the 
WCC world mission and evangelism commission), were asked in a letter from WCC 
Deputy General Secretary Arie Brouwer "not ... to monitor this [election] 
process", but rather to "observe what is happening in Nicaragua both in the 
social and church life, and to be for the Christians of that country the living 
symbol of the fellowship of the church as exemplified in the ecumenical movement". 


The election period was chosen, Brouwer said, because of "its pastoral importance 
for Christians" notably for the two WCC members in Nicaragua - Baptist Convention 
and Moravian Church. "This is a time", Brouwer added, "when the ecumenical 
family can show its solidarity with fellow Christians who have lived through a 
period of change and upheaval and for whom the election promises a full future 


of opportunity."' The group is expected to report on its observations. 

EPS 
KENYAN PRESIDENT, BISHOP VOICE Ecumenical Press 
CONCERN ABOUT CHURCH SPLINTERS Service 84.11.15 


NAIROBI (EPS/Charles Maingi) - Kenya's President Daniel arap Moi has directed 
his attorney general to scrutinize all registered religious groups to establish 
the "genuine" ones. Speaking when officially opening a newly-constructed 
church in eastern Kenya, Moi said that although there were about 800 registered 
groups in the country, some operated on a commercial basis and some served 
other purposes. 


The Kenyan leader not only wondered why, but also regretted that so many 
religious groups were registered. "All I know is that there are about 10 or 
14 genuine ones", he said. 


Picking up a theme he has stressed, Moi said the church had the right to point 
out evils in society and to express its opinion against them, but not to be 
involved in politics. He directed officials to ensure that churches were 
provided with building plots for a minimal fee or free if possible. 


Moi called on Kenyan Christians to always give 10 percent of their monthly 
income to God as tithe and underlined the importance of paying pastors well so 
that they could maintain happy families. Pastors are among the more poorly- 
paid workers in Kenya. 


Concern over the growing number of Christian groups in Kenya was also recently 
expressed by Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu. He noted that numerous religious 
groups had been imported from Europe and America. 


Supporting the Kenyan government for its recent decision to stop registering 
new churches and splinter groups, Okullu said Africa was no longer a heathen 
land to be scrambled for. He called on foreign groups to work with indigenous 
churches instead of engaging in "sheep stealing" 


Okullu added that some splinter groups mushroomed from personality differences 
in the church leadership and caused unnecessary stress in society and families. 


EPS 
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REVISED STANDARD BIBLE Ecumenical Press 
VERSION BEING REVISED Service 84.11.16 


NEW YORK (EPS) - The most widely used modern English translation of the Bible, 
the Revised Standard Version, is being revised, with publication set for 1990, 
under the auspices of the RSV Bible Committee (RBC), part of the National Council 
of Churches, based here. 


The current RSV Bible's Old Testament was completed in 1952, and its New 
Testament was last updated in 1971. The Deuterocanonical (Apocryphal) books, 
accepted as scriptural by Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches, were 
completed in 1957. Among features of the 1990 version will be use of "you" 
instead of "thee" and "thou" to address God, and use of inclusive rather than 
masculine-oriented language for people where the original text allows. 


Why revise the Revised Standard Version? The answer to that question lies in 
the impact of continuing discovery of ancient Manuscripts and other 
archaeological finds which help to shed light on the meanings of Hebrew, Aramaic 
and Greek words. Further, the English language keeps changing, and revisions 
seek to eliminate archaisms and capture still more faithfully the nuances of 
ancient texts in contemporary English. 


Translators also must struggle with which surviving Hebrew and Greek texts should 
be the basis of the English rendering and with how to punctuate texts, since in 
antiquity it was customary to write Hebrew and Greek manuscripts with few, if 
any, marks of punctuation, he said. 


Further challenges facing the translator include stylistic problems which 

arise because the Bible is used not only for ceremonial reading aloud but also 
for detailed study, and must be accessible to readers of all ages and degrees 
of intelligence and education without sacrificing accuracy in matter or manner, 
Metzger said. 


Metzger explained several changes planned for the 1990 RSV Bible: "In the 
Hebrew and Greek texts the same form of the second person pronoun is used in 
talking to God and to people. The King James Version uses 'thee' and 'thou' 


for both people and God. The RSV committee earlier this century decided to use 
'you' in addressing people, but did not feel at that time that it would be right 
to make a sudden shift with regard to the prayer language of people. That 
introduced a distinction not present in the Hebrew or Greek", an inconsistency 
which will no longer exist in the 1990 version, he said. 


"Qvermasculinization" of personal pronouns, Metzger said, is the use of the word 
"man" or "men" where it is lacking in the original text or where the original 
text permits a more generic rendering, such as "one" or "people". Language 
about God and Jesus will not be changed, however, and in this respect principles 
of translation for the RSV Bible differ from those for "An Inclusive Language 


Lectionary", a different NCC project which has been both criticized and praised 


for eliminating, for example, masculine pronouns which refer to God. The RSV 
Bible Committee membership has remained at about 30, with new members added as 
members retire, Metzger said. The current membership includes a diversity of 


Protestant, Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox Christian and Jewish scholars of 
the Bible and of biblical languages. Committee members convene each year for 
a week in June, with the Old Testament group meeting for an additional week 
each January. None receives any remuneration for their work, beyond expenses. 


Committee members have tasks between meetings, including preparing lists of 
suggested revisions on assigned Bible books and mailing them to the rest of the 
committee for consideration before the next meeting. Discussion at meetings 
of texts proceeds verse by verse and sometimes word by word, with committee 
members reaching for stacks of concordances, commentaries, dictionaries and 
other translations in the process. 

EPS 


GENERAL CHURCH AGREEMENT SEEN WITH Ecumenical Press 
US GOVERNMENT ON MID-EAST POLICIES Service 84.11.17 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - Middle East policy stands out as one area where the 
principal denominations in the United States show some general agreement with 
the Reagan administration. 


They have tended to be more critical than supportive of Reagan on military build- 
up, Superpower relations, Central America, southern Africa and other world issues, 
as well as on his approach to domestic social policy. But on the Middle East, 
the churches have found some congruence between their views and leanings of the 
administration, often in tension with a more pro-Israeli Congress, towards a 
policy of the sort sometimes called evenhanded. (The administration's record on 
implementing policy is, of course, another issue.) 


To Jews, the word "evenhanded" in this case does not carry a favourable connotation. 
In their view, the issue is whether enemies sworn to the destruction of Israel will 
or will not receive encouragement. But another view holds that the US can work 
for peace and serve the valid interests of all people in the Middle East, as well 
as its own interest and Israel's, only if it maintains some evenhandedness. 


A similarity of approach between government and church officials who see the 
situation this way was illustrated in early 1984 when some members of Congress 
initiated an effort over administration objections to get the US embassy in Tel 
Aviv moved to Jerusalem. 


Church representatives opposed the move in testimony before Congressional 
committees. Charles Kimball, who succeeded Richard Butler in 1983 as Middle 
East secretary for the National Council of Churches (NCC), said moving the 
embassy would mean "endorsement of the unilateral actions taken by Israel vis-a- 
vis Jerusalem" and diminish US credibility - already low, he said - as a "third 
party'’ in the search for peace. 


In a 1980 Middle East policy statement, the NCC supported the right of Israel to 
exist as a Jewish state, but also self-determination for the Palestinians, and 
opposed any "unilateral" moves pending a settlement. 


Support for the right of Palestinians to establish a state, together with an 
assertion that the PLO (Palestine Liberation Organization) is "the only organized 
voice" of the Palestinians and "the only body able to negotiate a settlement on 
their behalf", brought sharp attacks from Jews. But the NCC governing board, 
including clergy and lay delegates from a diverse group of 31 denominations 
approved the statement unanimously. And there has been no move to revise it. 


Even before the policy statement came up, the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) and 
the American Jewish Committee had issued study reports that they said showed an 
"anti-Israel" bias at the NCC. In 1982, ADL director Nathan Perlmutter carried 
the critique further in a book (co-authored by his wife, Ruth Ann Perlmutter) 
entitled "The Real Anti-Semitism in America". He argued that this "real anti- 
Semitism" was found in the NCC and similar groups, rather than among such 
theological conservatives as the former Southern Baptist president, Bailey Smith, 
who became notorious for asserting, "God Almighty does not hear the prayer of a 
Jew". More important, Perlmutter said, was Smith's support for Israel's 
(unsuccessful) fight against sale of US AWACs to Saudi Arabia. 


(more) 
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GENERAL CHURCH AGREEMENT/2 


Like the NCC, the US Roman Catholic Church has sought to follow a mediating 
path, supporting Israel's right to exist but also exerting itself on behalf of 
other Middle East peoples. 


US Roman Catholics support three main agencies working in the Middle East. 
Catholic Relief Services carries out. an extensive programme there as part of 

its world-wide relief and development effort. Another agency, specifically 
devoted to the Middle East and to aiding churches under the Vatican Congregation 
for Oriental Churches (Eastern rites), is the Catholic Near East Welfare 
Association (CNEWA). The priest who directs its New York headquarters, John 
Nolan, also serves as president of the third agency, the Pontifical Mission for 
Palestine, established by Pope Pius XII to aid Palestinian refugees. 


Traditionally, the archbishop of New York serves as CNEWA president, and the new 
archbishop, John J. O'Connor, was elected to that post in June. He is already 
moving to upgrade the agency, both as a voice on issues and as an instrument for 
aid to people and churches. He plans to lead a delegation on a Middle East 
visit next year, and he hopes to increase the sums raised for aid from the 

$13 million of 1983 to as much as $50 million per year. 


O'Connor says US Roman Catholics have a special responsibility for fellow church 
members in the Middle East, notably in Lebanon, but also feel a general concern 
to serve the common good of all peoples of the region. He emphasizes the needs 
of Palestinians. There is no question, he says, about support for Israel, but 
a serious question whether sufficient attention can be brought to bear on the 
suffering of displaced Palestinians, and their need for a home. 


The NCC also has a programme of aid for Palestinians as well as others in the 
Middle East. This, like its total Middle East programme, is closely 
co-ordinated with the Middle East Council of Churches. An aspect of its 
interpretive work is pointing out that, along with the Jews and Muslims for whom 
increased understanding is sought, there are Christians in the Middle East, and 
urging that their views be heard. 


Though the main US churches, especially at their national level, stand for some 
degree of evenhandedness, the conservative evangelical community tends to uphold 
a decidedly pro-Israel position. Jerry Falwell, pastor of a huge independent 
Baptist church in Lynchburg, Virginia, and president of the Moral Majority, has 
been closely associated with former Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, and 
testified in favour of moving the US embassy. 


For many conservative evangelicals, the return of Jews to the Holy Land fits into 
a belief about the end of the world, and so is interpreted as part of the divine 


plan. The current role of Israel as an ally of the US and the West also fits 
into the emphasis of many conservative evangelicals on maximizing the American 
role in the world. "God has blessed America because America has blessed the 


Jew - His chosen people", Falwell says. 


The second largest US denomination, Southern Baptists, engage less often in 
activity such as testifying before Congress on international affairs. But some 
Southern Baptists have lately become more action-oriented as members of the 
religious right. In this connection, they have pushed for pro-Israel 
resolutions at the annual Southern Baptist gatherings (conventions), and the 
current Southern Baptist president, Charles Stanley of Atlanta, has made state- 
ments taking the Israeli side. But such developments trouble the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, which has extensive programmes in Arab and other 
Muslim countries and fears their continuance will be threatened by any political 
alignment of the denomination with Israel. 
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URUGUAY: NEW CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
ROLE SEEN POSSIBLE Service 84.11.18 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material by Latinamerica Press. ] 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS/Mariano Sotelo) - Next 1 March, after 12 years of military 
rule, a democratic government is scheduled to take over in Uruguay. And the 
following day, a new archbishop is to be installed in Montevideo, the capital, 
to succeed the retiring, and popular, Carlos Parteli. Speculation abounds 
about who his successor will be, and whether he will continue his policies. 


Since 1917, Uruguay has maintained a clearly-defined separation between church 
and state, and the government has no official concordat with the Vatican as 
many other Latin American countries do. Uruguay was the first Latin American 
country to legalize divorce, abortion and birth control. Even the most 
traditional religious feasts are not officially recognized. 


To understand the reasons for the country's well-entrenched secularism one 
must begin with José Artigas, the country's most celebrated hero. Soldier, 
philosopher and freedom fighter, Artigas abandoned his baptismal name 
(Gervasio) when he signed his first official document at the beginning of the 
country's struggle for national independence in 1801. Although Artigas' two 
secretaries were priests, the word "God" does not appear in any of his 
writings. The first land appropriated under his agrarian reform belonged to 
a group of nuns. 


Outright conflict between church and state first surfaced in 1844 when 
President Joaquin Suarez expelled the Jesuits for "meddling in state 
affairs". Although President Venancio Flores invited them back 10 years 
later, the expulsion caused irreparable damage to church-state relations. 
From then on, the state steadily assumed more power over the church, and in 
1917 the constitution officially established the church-state separation. 


Historically, then, the church in Uruguay has had far less power than it does 
in other Latin American countries and its leaders have had little influence in 
national affairs. However, it has been Parteli who in recent years has given 
the church a more active role in Uruguayan society. 


Since 1960, Parteli has led the church towards a much more progressive stance 
that has both favoured workers' rights and protested the military government's 
violations of human rights. He has regularly taken part in the May Day 
demonstrations called by the country's outlawed workers' federation. Last 
May he was invited to speak before a large crowd and read a pastoral letter 
addressed to "my fellow workers on our day”. 


Parteli has not been the only church leader who has identified with the 
struggles of the Uruguayan people during the past 12 years of the military 
government. The bishop of Salto (the country's second diocese), Marcelo 
Mendiharat, has lived in exile since 1973, working in a small parish in a 
suburb of Buenos Aires. He was accused of belonging to the National 
Liberation Movement of the Tupamoros. Two priests, Luis Perez Aguirre and 
Jorge Osorio, founders of the Uruguayan Service for Peace and Justice (SERPAJ) 
were jailed in 1983. SERPAJ was later banned. Another preist, Juan Martin 
Posadas, has been spokesperson for exiled opposition leader Wilson Ferreira, 
who was arrested by the military on his return to Uruguay last June and 
remains in jail.) Posadas has the bishop's permission to continue in this 
capacity and to be a senatorial candidate in the upcoming elections. 
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MORMONS IN PACIFIC Ecumenical Press 
WORRYING METHODISTS Service 84.11.19 


FRANKFURT (FRG) (EPS) - According to General Secretary Joe Hale of the World 
Methodist Council, "Methodists in Tonga are pleading for help” in the face of 


vigorous evangelization efforts in the Pacific islands by Mormons. 


Reporting to the WMC executive committee, here, Hale said that in “virtually 
every village [in Tonga], large and small, Mormon churches have sprung up”. 
The Mormon's avowed goal, Hale said, is to “make Tonga a Mormon state, and 
[they] are pouring millions of dollars into this programme”. 


Hale said Tongan Methodists have concluded that “at the best, [Mormonism] is a 
heresy of great magnitude, or perhaps an anti-Christian cult. The deceptive 
element has been the use of traditional Christian language, while underneath ° 
the Mormon Church is committed to a religious understanding that is alien to 
New Testament Christianity.” 


He noted that Tonga's king and queen, the president of the Free Wesleyan 
Church there, and others have organized public meetings to “enable ex-Mormon 
speakers to tell the story of the real essence of Mormonism, a radically- 
different story from the attractive public image put forward in ‘Reader's 
Digest' advertising inserts." 


Hale said Tongan Methodists are “raising a question concerning the necessity 
to stand up and confess more clearly and more forcefully the truth of the 


Christian gospel,” notwithstanding that “Methodists have prided themselves as 
a tolerant people who are slow to criticize any other religious group”. 
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Chile bans church news broadcasts EPS 84.11.20 


SANTIAGO (EPS) - Chile forbade (24 October) the Santiago Roman Catholic 
archdiocese to broadcast news programmes. The government said the church 
station falsely and provocatively reported that the Chilean air force 
commander had resigned. As a result, it was allowed to broadcast “only music, 
commercial advertisements, and official government information". 


Priest to resign nuclear disarmament post EPS 84.11.21 
LONDON (EPS) - Bruce Kent, the Roman Catholic priest who is general secretary 


of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, announced last month he would leave 
his post next April. There has been criticism from some church quarters of 
his role with the group (EPS 84.06.46), but Kent stressed his decision was a 
result of the increasing amount of administrative work in the job, not because 
of church pressure. Since he became general secretary five years ago, staff 
size has risen from three to almost 40. 


Salvation Army celebrates 100 years of social services EPS 84.11.22 
LONDON (EPS) - The Salvation Army celebrated 100 years of its social service 


work with an anniversary service in the Anglican cathedral here last month, at 


which Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie preached. Last century, when the 
Army proposed a service in the cathedral, the dean worried that the hobnailed 


boots of the Army's working class constituency would scratch the marble floors. 
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Black British church leaders meet Canterbury EPS 84.11.23 
LONDON (EPS) - Leaders of fast-growing black Pentecostal denominations in 


Britain met with [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie. New 
York-based Religious News Service reported (12 October) from here that the 
meeting was seen as “an important development in efforts to integrate black 
church men and women iuto the national ecumenical movement". The agenda of 
the meeting included aileged racism in the UK Nationality Act (EPS 84.11.24) 
and making it easier for the black groups to acquire Anglican church buildings 
no longer being used. 


Anglican delegation protests UK immigration laws EPS 84.11.24 
LONDON (EPS) - An English Anglican delegation led by Archbishop of Canterbury 


Robert Runcie met UK Home Secretary Patrick Jenkin (16 October) to voice 
concerns about aspects of UK immigration policy, which the Church of England 


general synod described last February as “not in keeping with Christian 
teaching” (EPS 84.03.09). 


Prayer call after bombing EPS 84.11.25 
LONDON (EPS) - Representatives of the Churches of England and Scotland 


(Anglican and Reformed), the Roman Catholic bishops of England, Scotland, and 
Wales, and the British Council of Churches, issued a “call to prayer ... in 
thanksgiving for the preservation of our lawfully-constituted government and 
in commiseration of those killed or maimed in the outrage” of the bomb attack 
on the hotel where the prime minister and most other members of the government 
were staying in Brighton last month. The day of prayer was set for 21 October. 


WCC speaks on SA action EPS 84.11.26 
GENEVA (EPS) — Acting World Council of Churches General Secretary Arie Brouwer 
sent (24 October) a message to Acting South African Council of Churches 

General Secretary Dan Vaughn noting “the alarming action of the South African 
government's use of massive military force to suppress the black people of 
South Africa. We wish again to affirm", Brouwer said, “your own continuing 
witness against the inequality and injustice regularly and systematically 
imposed upon the black people of South Africa, and to support your plea that 
the government meet with the people around the conference table as a step 
towards abandoning apartheid”. 


33rd_ session of ecumenical graduate school opens EPS 84.11.27 
GENEVA (EPS) - The 33rd session of the graduate school at the World Council of 


Churches' Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near here, began 16 October. There 
are 60 students from 30 countries and 15 Christian traditions. Their theme is 


"Faith and Christian Obedience Today.” 


USSR denies visa for member of [US] NCC delegation EPS 84.11.28 
NEW YORK (EPS) - After one of its members was denied a visa, the [US] National 
Council of Churches called off an official visit by a 1/7-member delegation on 
behalf of its governing board (EPS 84.10.80). However, 14 members of the 
official delegation did go anyway (12 October) “to express our oneness with 
the Christians of the Soviet Union, and to witness to our determination that a 
government decision cannot and will not keep US and Soviet Christians apart.” 
Two members of the delegation stayed behind in support of Leonid Kishkovsky, 
assistant to the chancellor of the Orthodox Church in America, who did not 
receive a visa. NCC General Secretary Claire Randall said that "we will press 
with Soviet government officials that the National Council of Churches must 
have the right to name its representatives to the council's official 
delegations.” 
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ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: "Witness & Evangelism in Securalized Societies" EPS 84.11.29 


[This item is excerpted from a presentation last month to the annual meeting of 
staff members of international church organizations representing various Christian 
traditions ("Christian world communions") (EPS 84.11.03). Fung is evangelism 
secretary at World Council of Churches, Geneva. ] 


A secularized society is one whose dominant culture does not facilitate religious 
commitment of whatever persuasion. ... One of the most serious problems with 
Christian witness today is how the churches could evangelize on their own when the 
culture which used to evangelize for them no longer does so. This is 
particularly obvious in North America and Europe with devastating effects on 
church membership and attendance. Rapidly becoming secularized too are the 
Mammoth urban centres of the Third World. In the case of Asia and Africa, 
secularization means a society's alienation from the more indigenous religions, 
thus providing an opportunity for Christian mission. In all these cases, 
churches which, for theological and/or historical reasons, have never expected the 
dominant cultures to do their evangelism for them, are better equipped to deal 
with the situation of a secularized society. Churches which have had such an 
expectation have to learn afresh. ... 


Many churches in secularized societies have adopted a "maximum acceptance and 
minimum rejection" mission response with results of noticeable numerical growth. 
This mode of mission response accepts the basic values and a broad spectrum of 
attitudes of a secularized society but rejects a selected set of values and 
attitudes in a small arena within it. For instance, values which support the 
corporate secularized society - self-interest, competition, financial success, 
consumerism, nationalism, military prowess - are accepted, but rejected are some 
of the values of that same secularized society which pertain to personal and 
family conduct - sexual permissiveness, abortion, humanistic education, etc. 


Such mission response speaks to many people, those who benefit from the social 
arrangement and their close aspirants, and who yet are disturbed by the 
consequences of secularization on individual, family and community life. 
Association of values naturally and easily lead to association of groupings and 
institutions in the economic and political sectors of society. The common 
motive is the affirmation of power and the exercise of power. This mode of 
mission response to a secularized society is obviously operating in many parts 
of North America and some of the largest urban centres of Asia. 


The other form of mission response to a secularized society can be described as 
"minimum acceptance and maximum rejection". Churches which come under socialist 
systems of government tend to adopt this approach. The situation makes it 
impossible for the Christian church to render maximum acceptance to the values of 
a secularized society informed by an atheistic ideology. Christian witness 
therefore contains substantial elements of indifference, patient waiting, protest, 
martyrdom. This speaks to people who share in similar assessments of the 
dominant ideology. ... The "minimum acceptance and maximum SPL hak at mission 
response to secularized society can also begin to apply to the "mainline" 

churches of the West. Having been dependent for hundreds of years on a "Christian 
culture to evangelize on their behalf (the "maximum acceptance and minimum 
rejection" approach), they realize that this culture has become secularized and 
would no longer evangelize for them. These churches are now attempting to 
question the basic values and attitudes of the secularized society. ... Regardless 
of whether a certain culture or society facilitates religious commitment or not, 

we ask two questions: "In what way has this culture/society sustained and 
nurtured its people?" and "What have the Scriptures to say to its people today?" 
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ECUVIEW/Desmond Tutu: "Reflections on a Peace Prize" EPS 84.11.30 


[The following is abridged and adapted from remarks by Tutu, general secretary 
of the South African Council of Churches, in connection with the announcement 
that he is the winner of this year's Nobel Peace Prize (EPS 84.10.69, 84.11.09).] 


It isn't Desmond Tutu who is being honoured, it is only in a very tangential 
way as being part of the body. It is a prize that belongs to all of us, and 
as I have kept saying to people, nothing that a Christian does or is can be 


Said to be of merely individual or personal Significance, that almost everything 
we are is corporate. 


But I receive it humbly and yet proudly, if one can put those together, for the 
little people. The ones who have refused to give up believing that one day 
they too will be recognized for who they are, the children of God, in a land 
where their dignity has rubbed into dust; the Squatter mothers, the migrant 
labourers, the uprooted ones, the banned, the banished, the exiled, the 
imprisoned, the stewards of our liberation struggle, but also for my family, who 
have supported us in times when the authorities have harassed us. 


My family means first of all my immediate biological family, but it widens and 
includes my SACC family and includes my church family in South Africa; it 
widens to include my family the world-wide church and, if I may be allowed the 
presumption, it really goes on to include my family humanity. I couldn't be 
where I am without all of those, certainly in the Christian community. I 
couldn't really be able to stand up and speak if it weren't for the faith that 
my sisters and brothers pray for us, uphold us, and wish us well, support us; 
it would be quite impossible without that. I am very deeply grateful to... 
the World Council of Churches [which] has always set before itself as of high 
priority its concern for the whole gospel, and called on its member churches 
and individual Christians to be equally concerned for issues of justice and 
peace. ... We in South Africa are particulary thankful for the [WCC] Programme 
to Combat Racism and for all that it has done to put this issue where it belongs, 
being at the centre of world attention and concern, and to say that ultimately 
the church of God is set in the world for God. 


Many people have forgotten that the WCC has sought to stress the spiritual and 

I am so glad to have been at Vancouver, where this was demonstrated by the 

wonder and the exhilaration of the worship. But the WCC is reminding the church 
that we exist first of all to worship and adore and praise God. And it is 
because we worship God that we must be concerned for our brothers and for our 
Sisters, and I just say praise be to God for his servant and may we all be 
faithful. 


I am fortunate, I also have the black community. I mean if all the whites in 
this country were to have rejected me, which mercifully is not the case, but even 
if it had happened I know that I have the bulk of black people to fall back on. 
That community has affirmed me. But I am glad to say that there are very very 
many white people in South Africa who are deeply thrilled and are sharing as 

they should in something that is for all of us. 


The only way in which we are going to ensure peace is a dismantling of apartheid. 
And there are only two ways in which apartheid is going to be dismantled, can be 
dismantled. The one is by negotiation by the conference table, by reasonable 
people working out together what our goal is going to be. That is the one and 
that is what we are working for. The other is an increase in the violence and 

a stepping-up of the arms struggle, many more deaths and so forth, and 

ultimately a blood-bath. And that is what we are trying to avert. nd despite 
all the accusations to the contrary, we don't want that to happen. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Philip Potter: "Preliminary Impressions of China" EPS 84.11.31 


[WCC General Secretary Philip Potter offered these reflections following nearly 
a fortnight in China last month (EPS 84 .1.1212)sh. 


One is impressed by the vitality of the Chinese church, its remarkable growth 
under difficult circumstances from 70,000 in 1949 to over 3 million in 1984. 
The styles of church life are reminiscent of those of the early church. The 
attendance in worship services is very high and churches are not able to 
accommodate the worshippers in spite of the fact that most churches have two or 
three services every Sunday. We had a lively conversation with students at 
the Nanjung Theological College which showed a remarkable interest in the work 
of the WCC and of churches around the world. 


There apparently is still some debate going on in Communist Party circles about 
the nature of religion and the extent of religious liberty which should be 
allowed. We discussed this question and the role of religion in a socialist 
society with the staff of the Institute for the Study of World Religions of the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. But the official policy at present is 
definitely one of giving considerable freedom to religions. In meetings we 
had with youth and women's groups and congregations, it was clear that the new 
situation provides considerable opportunities for organized achivities «, piv. 

The Chinese church is still in a period of consolidation at the national level 
and discussions have begun about the transition to the Church of China. 
Naturally this is a crucial and delicate period for churches in China and 
external relations especially with ecumenical bodies have to be made with care. 
Therefore sensitivity has to be shown from outside. It is hoped that contacts 
with the WCC will be strengthened with visits, participation in meetings, etc. 


The WCC visit took place soon after the celebrations of the thirty-fifth 
anniversary of the revolution and at a time when economic reforms of a far- 
reaching nature were announced. While there is clear evidence already of the 
gains of a policy of liberalization in economy, the long-term political and 
social implications will be watched with interest by many countries. 


Our visit to China was a moving experience. There is a lot the ecumenical 


community has to learn from the Chinese church. We have just begun that process 


and I am confident that as in the years past the Chinese church will make its 
significant contribution to the ecumenical movement. One comes back with 
profound appreciation for the leadership of the Chinese church. 


EPS 
ECUTEXT: "WCC Message after Indira Gandhi's Assassination" EPS..S4 sl slouiee 


[The following cable was sent (31 October). by World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Philip Potter to Indian President Zail Singh and to Indian 
denominations and other church institutions related to the WCC.]: 


We have been shocked and saddened by the assassination and death of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, prime minister of India. The World Council of Churches, whose member- 
ship includes most of India's Christian churches, condemns such wanton acts of 
violence and wasting of human life. Mrs Gandhi's staunch support for minority 
groups throughout the country and for maintaining a secular state with rights 
for all has been an example both for the region and to the rest of the world. 
Her leadership in the non-aligned movement and her dedication to the cause of 
peace has been an inspiration. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your 
people as you pass through this critical time. We trust that the historic 
wisdom of India will help you overcome this tragedy and we pray that peace with 
justice may prevail in your land and throughout the region. 
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The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has published a situation 
report on the drought in Tanzania (no. 1, 9 November). It is available 
to journalists on request to CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 
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In connection with efforts at ecumenical sharing of resources (EPS 84.11.35), 
the World Council of Churches has published a brochure, ''Towards An Ecumenical 
Commitment for Resource Sharing.'' The text resulted from a consultation 

on resource sharing held last 17-20 July, and was discussed by the WCC 

central committee last July. It is the basic text for the consultation 
process leading up to a world conference on resource sharing in 1986. 

It is available (in English, French, German, or Spanish) to journalists 

on request to Resource Sharing/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 
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In its "Communication Resource” series, the World Association for Christian 
Communication (122 King's Road, London SW3 4TR) has published "International 
Principles of Professional Ethics in Journalism" (no. 3, October) (in 
French, Spanish, and English). The principles are related to a series of 
consultations since 1978 under the auspices of Unesco on issues connected 
with proposals for a "new world information and communication order." 


ttt tt 


"The Other Side" magazine in the US reports that coeditor John F. Alexander 
has resigned, following an "often intense and painfully honest" attempt to 

"initiate a healthy process of dialogue and conflict resolution" involving 

members of the staff of the nearly two-decade old magazine he helped 

start. 


WORLD REFORMED ALLIANCE Ecumenical Press 
APPEALS FOR ITS SURVIVAL Service 84.11.33 


GENEVA (EPS) - Leaders of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, based here, 
have appealed for its “survival” in the face of a “deep [financial] crisis." 


In a letter to readers of the WARC quarterly, “Reformed World", President 
Allan Boesak and General Secretary Edmond Perret describe the organization's 
current financial situation as so serious that all WARC activities might have 
to stop by 1986. WARC groups 157 Presbyterian, Congregational, other 
Reformed, and United denominations around the world. 


In an editorial in the current (October) issue of the quarterly, Peret says 
one aspect of the crisis is "magnificent opportunity, new openings, faithful 
response to our call, missionary consciousness" in the wake of decisions of 
the 1982 WARC world meeting (General Council) which urged upon WARC 
“reinforced courage, advance, and efficiency.” 


However, Peret says, the WARC staff (seven full-time, one part-time), "can no 
more cope efficiently with what is expected from them", and since the meeting, 
“all the general financial reserves of the alliance have been wiped out”. 


In their letter, he and Boesak project a deficit of almost 200,000 Swiss 
francs in the 1984 WARC budget of almost 700,000. In addition, a deficit of 
about 80,000 Swiss francs is projected in connection with Separate expenses (a 
bit more than 110,000) for "Called to Witness to the Gospel Today,” (a 
programme priority from the 1982 council. 


The two also note that an increase in WARC staff projected by the council 
would have meant a further increase of almost 275,000 Swiss francs. They 
conclude that though there is no plan to change significantly the size of the 
WARC staff, “if we agree that 'small can be beautiful', it is also true that 
‘too small makes it impossible to work adequately,'” 


EPS 
SOUTHERN AFRICA CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
LEADERS MEET ON ISSUES Service 84.11.34 


HARARE (Zimbabwe) (EPS) - General secretaries and other representatives of 
councils of churches in eight southern African countries have called on South 
Africa to "seriously start embarking on constructive reforms" of its system of 
race separation with white supremacy (apartheid), and to withdraw troops 
immediately from Namibia in connection with granting its independence. 


The group also urged the "South African apartheid regime” to stop efforts to 
“destabilize” the governments of neighbouring countries by, for example, 
financing “opposition parties, dissidents, and bandits", "information 
aggression”, and “direct military attacks". 


On the question of African refugees, the church leaders pledged “spiritual, 
moral, and material assistance", and to create awareness of the situation. 
They urged governments to give refugees "political asylum, education, and 
employment". They also called for a consultation next January on the African 
“drought and food crisis" (EPS 84.03.48, 65, 66, 88; 06.120.) 


Councils of churches in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Mozambique, Angola, Namibia, South 
Africa, Botswana, and Swaziland were represented at the meeting (8-15 October). 


EPS 


BOOK HELPS CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
SHARE RESOURCES Service 84.11.35 


GENEVA (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) - With more than 800 pages in several colours, 
the World Council of Churches' "1985 Resource Sharing Book" is weighty and 
impressive. It is divided into two major sections: a summary of the work of 
the WCC as a whole and a brief description of WCC-related projects around the 
world. As such it is an overview of much of what churches do ecumenically to 
share resources. 


But, says Huibert van Beek, WCC secretary for ecumenical sharing of resources, 
publishing this book once a year - however comprehensive and helpful it may be 
- is not the ultimate goal of the ongoing discussion. In fact, he says, 
focusing too much on the book may divert attention from a far more important 
concern to which the phrase “ecumenical sharing of resources” points. 


"We haven't yet come to the point where this is something that stimulates 
sharing of resources other than material ones,” Van Beek says about the book. 
“What we have here is a long catalogue of projects that meet current needs. 
But so far we haven't been able to go further and make it a source of new 
ideas and proposals for sharing.” 


A document prepared for the February 1984 WCC executive committee meeting 
roots the Christian idea of sharing resources in the eucharist and in the 
Apostle Paul's image of the church as Body of Christ. Sharing, that report 
says, “is not only for or among the churches, but in and for the oikoumene. 
Sharing in the biblical sense of the word goes beyond giving and receiving. 
It implies mutuality and equality. It is an act of justice, not only in the 
material sense but also as a sharing of power and decision-making. Above all, 
sharing implies community.” 


Finding practical instruments to make that vision a reality is a major and 
ongoing struggle. Difficulties aren't primarily structural, though it's 
obvious that just putting together a resource sharing book is a substantial 
administrative task. In fact, Van Beek doesn't like words like “structure” or 
“system” to describe what ecumenical resource sharing is all about. “The main 
task for the next couple of years", he says, "is to get an ecumenical 
commitment for resource sharing from all the partners in this process.” 


The 1985 book lists 587 items, asking for a total of 63 million US dollars. 
And although exact statistics are almost impossible to arrive at, those 
familiar with inter-church aid agree that only a very small percentage ~ some 
say ten per cent, others less than five per cent - of the total money given 
for mission and service is channelled through WCC structures. 


The largest single request is for 5.8 million US dollars for the 1985 budget 
of the Sudan Council of Churches. More than half of this is for the council's 
refugee programmme, and another sixth for rural development efforts. . 


Small projects in the book give an idea of the variety of activities in which 
ecumenical sharing of resources happens. Among them are requests for 219 
dollars to make up a shortfall from a workshop on Theological Education by 
Extension in central Tanzania, 2000 dollars to train writers at workshops in 
Hong Kong, 1168 dollars for a project in India that makes protective shoes for 
leprosy patients, 2000 dollars for Urban Rural Mission initiatives among the 
Mountain people of Taiwan, 3000 dollars to support youth work by the Greek 
Evangelical Church, and 1380 dollars to help fund a full-time secretary for 
the Tonga National Council of Churches. 


EPS 


TUTU NAMED BISHOP OF Ecumenical Press 
JOHANNESBURG DIOCESE Service 84.11.36 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches and an Anglican bishop, was chosen (12 November) to head 
the Johannesburg diocese of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern 
Africa. He was elected by the CPSA bishops after the 213-member diocesan 
assembly last month failed to give any candidate the required two-thirds 
majority, though Tutu did receive the most votes (89) of any candidate. 


Tutu was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize earlier this year (EPS 84.10.69) in 
connection with his and the SACC's outspoken opposition to apartheid (race 
separation with white supremacy). He is the first black to head the diocese. 
He was Anglican bishop of Lesotho before taking his SACC post. 


EPS 
US RC BISHOPS DISCUSS Ecumenical Press 
AID, ECONOMIC POLICIES Service 84.11.37 


WASHINGTON (EPS) - America's Roman Catholic bishops, at their meeting here 
this month, debated the first draft of a proposed pastoral letter, “Catholic 
Social Teaching and the US Economy”. It is sharply critical of aspects of US 
domestic and international economic policy. 


The 112-page letter was prepared over three years by five bishops. Following 
revisions, it is be submitted to the 1985 bishops' meeting for a final vote. 


Just before it was released, the "Lay Commission on Catholic Social Teaching,” 
a group of 28 business, political, and academic representatives headed by 
former US treasury secretary William Simon, issued a 106-page defence of the 
US system. This was mailed to all the bishops and the country's 19,000 Roman 
Catholic parishes. Simon said his commission wanted to help, rather than 
confront, the bishops. 


The bishops' draft cites "glaring disparities” in distribution of the world's 
wealth, and speaks of the US' “moral obligation to help reduce poverty in the 
Third World". The bishops speak of Americans as "a generous, compassionate 
people. Our policies should reflect our best instincts", they say. 
“Currently, they do not.” 


Milwaukee Archbishop Rembert Weakland, principal drafter, told a news 
conference that the document sought to change, rather than scrap, the US 
economic system. "We felt that the capitalist system had done much, and the 
achievements should not be minimised," he said. "But you cannot deny that 35 
million people living in poverty [in the US] means there's still much to be 
achieved.” 


The draft speaks of a shift in thinking about aid to other countries from an 
earlier “emphasis on basic human needs and social and economic development to 
[in recent years] a selective assistance based on East-West assessment of a 
North-South set of problems ... We deplore this change", it adds, calling for 
"an over-all preferential option for the poor” to be at the heart of US 
overseas aid policy. 


Many of the draft's recommendations run counter to policies advocated by the 
current US administration. The bishops say the text is meant to “foster a 
serious moral analysis of economic justice”. 


EPS 


FINNISH BISHOPS PUBLISH Ecumenical Press 
LETTER ON SEXUAL ETHICS Service 84.11.38 


HELSINKI (EPS) - The archbishop and the seven bishops of the Evangelical- 
Lutheran Church in Finland (SELK) have issued a 100-page. booklet, “Growing 
Together,” on marriage and divorce, common-law and extramarital sexual 
relations, remaining single, homosexuality, and termination of pregnancy. The 
last time there was such a joint statement by the bishops was in 1966. 


While emphasizing the life-long character of marriage, the bishops say divorce 
is sometimes the only possible solution to a marriage which has failed 
completely, although they judge that it is too easily resorted to in 
contemporary society. 


The bishops reject a couple's decision to live together before marriage, a 
widespread practice in contemporary Finland, as comparable to marriage, 
because it lacks public and legally-binding commitments. However, they agree 
that if such an arrangement includes the intention to marry, it is not on the 
same plane as casual sexual relationships. In general, they strongly reject 
sexual relations outside of marriage. 


The bishops approve contraception, because "sexual intercourse also has a 
function other than the creation of new life", though the convictions of those 
opposed to contraception are to be respected, they say. Remarriage of those 
divorced is approved with reservations because "it is better for a divorced 
person to remarry than to live in a common-law or temporary relationship”. 
The bishops take no position on whether such remarriages should be under 
church auspices. 


Singleness is described as “one of the modes of human life intended by God." 


The bishops say the Bible rejects homosexual behavior as unnatural, that many 
homosexuals did not choose their sexual orientation, that they must. be 
accepted as full members of church and society, and that the church must be 
able to require those who hold office in it not to act or teach in ways which 
go against church doctrine on the issue. 


Vikstrém said the pastoral letter was meant as careful and considered advice 
from the bishops, but not to bind consciences in all its details. 


EPS 


Children's communion said well received in Finland EPS 84.11.39 
HELSINKI (EPS) - After five years, reports the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in 
Finland, the policy allowing unconfirmed children to receive the Lord's Supper 
in the company of a parent or other confirmed adult has been well received. 
Those in that category communing now reportedly represent about four percent 
of communicants. The usual confirmation age in Finland is about 15. 


Finnish church short cantors, pastors EPS 84.11.40 
HELST Nine GHP Sjdo+ dhe sEvangellcal-latheradhdhelehoi ae raniantenspdseesavacuere 
shortage of church musicians (cantors) and a mild shortage of pastors in its 
eight dioceses. An estimated 90 of the 700 posts for cantors are vacant, 
about 70 of the 1,300 for pastors. A prediction in the 1970s that there would 
be a surplus of pastors by now has not come true in part because new pastoral 
posts have been approved in order to give pastors more days off. 


EPS 


UNITY STEPS VOTED BY Ecumenical Press 
INDONESIA CHURCH REPS Service 84.11.41 


AMBON (Indonesia) (EPS) - The 10th every-four-years assembly of the Council of 
Churches in Indonesia has approved steps to increase unity among its 54 member 
denominations. Besides changing the group's name, to the Association of 
Churches of Indonesia, the assembly approved resolutions which mean mutual 
recognition of ministries and baptisms, and the possibility of joint 
celebrations of the Lord's Supper among members of the association. These 
include Reformed, Pentecostal, Mennonite, and Lutheran bodies. It also has 20 
regional councils, covering almost all the country. 


The assembly chose Fridolin Ukur as the association's general secretary. He 
succeeds Soritua Nababan, who had served the limit of two terms. Ukur, a poet 
and former seminary professor, is known as an advocate of placing Christianity 
into the cultural tradition of the country. Nababan was named association 
chairman, now a fulltime post. Both are members of the World Council of 
Churches executive committee. 


The assembly endorsed participation in society on the basis of the Indonesian 
state philosophy of “pancasila,” understood as rejection of all forms of 
extremism, and as an affirmation of religious and ethnic pluralism. 


The 400 delegates met here (21-31 October) under the theme, “Jesus Christ the 
Life of the World.” An estimated 30,000 people (including 20,000 children) 
attended the opening ceremonies. Also present were the government minister 
for religion, state government representatives, and international church 
visitors. An estimated 11 percent (17 of 155 million) of Indonesians are 
Christians. The largest religion in Indonesia is Islam (43 percent). 


EPS 
COUNCIL ELECTS BROUWER, Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERS ITS STRUCTURE Service 84.11.42 


NEW BRUNSWICK (New Jersey/US) (EPS/Tracy Early) - Arie Brouwer, 49, a minister 
of the Reformed church in America, was elected without opposition as general 
secretary of the US National Council of Churches at a meeting of its governing 
board here (7-10 November). General secretary of his denomination from 1977 
to 1983, he is currently one of three deputy general secretaries of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. He begins his NCC work early in 1985. 


An installation service was held (9 November) at a Reformed church near the 
hotel where the board met. As a symbol of office, a chain bearing an 
ecumenical cross was presented to him by Claire Randall, NCC general secretary 
since 1974, Board members devoted one evening to a farewell banquet for her, 
including remarks by several national and international ecumenical figures. 


After Brouwer's election, he sat in on board discussion of a final report by 


the presidential panel on future mission and resources. Some board members 
opposed aspects of the panel's plan for reordering of governance and 
financing. But a majority, convinced that some change was mandatory and 


seeing no better alternative, approved it. Robert Marshall, a Lutheran leader 
who is the new chair of the committee of the NCC relief and development arm 
(Church World Service), warned that donor confidence could suffer from a panel 
proposal to take more CWS receipts for general NCC administration (in order to 
release undesignated gifts, formerly used for that purpose, to support 
underfunded units such as Faith and Order). 


EPS 


US CHURCH COUNCIL SPEAKS Ecumenical Press 
ON NATIONAL, WORLD ISSUES Service 84.11.43 


NEW BRUNSWICK (New Jersey/US)(EPS/Tracy Early) - Despite an unusual amount of 
attention given to reordering the life and work of the [US] National Council 
of Churches itself (EPS 84.11.44), members of its governing board gave serious 
attention to several national and international issues at their meeting (here, 
7-10 November). 


In a policy statement on racial justice, the board said, “We commit our 
churches, our resources and our lives to the cleansing of our world of racism 
and genocide, by ensuring that as we focus our attention upon the evils of 
national and international secular racism, we will also, and emphatically, 
focus equally upon the evil resident within ourselves.” 


In connection with it, the board directed the NCC executive committee and 
general secretary to “design and implement an internal auditing process to 
assist both the board and the staff in identifying and responding to racism as 
it may be found in administrative and program units”. 


The resolution also called on the NCC's 31 member denominations to “issue a 
pronouncement for a decade to eradicate racism" and to “commit resources to 
ensure the development of a comprehensive racial justice programme’. 


A policy statement on child day care was also adopted. "Churches taken in 
the aggregate are the largest single provider of child care in the United 
States today’, it notes. It says the church through its own programs can 


“provide a model of stewardship for child care to the society at large”. 


James Cogswell, chief executive of the NCC overseas ministries division, 
reported on a visit to Nicaragua (29 August - 2 September) by a delegation he 
led to investigate charges of religious persecution. The delegation report 
said that although bishops of the “traditional” Roman Catholic church accuse 
the Sandinista government of religious persecution, representatives of the 
“progressive” Roman Catholic church accuse the hierarchy of persecuting them; 
and Protestants say the present government allows more religious freedom than 
any previous one. In conclusion, the delegation said it found no evidence of 
"systematic religious persecution”, and considered the issue a “device” used 
to justify opposition to the government. In a resolution, the board urged 
the US government to stop "all covert actions intended to destabilize or 
overthrow” the government of Nicaragua. 


Turning its attention to the global food crisis, the NCC appealed for 
increased church and government efforts to alleviate urgent food problems in 


Africa (particularly in Ethiopia) and other parts of the world. 


NCC leaders who visited the church in the Soviet Union in October reported on 
their experience. Presbyterian executive Patricia McClurg said the visitors 
never raised the issue of women's role in the church, but it was the 

"most thoroughly discussed" issue because their Soviet hosts always raised 
5 en Bruce Rigdon, a Presbyterian seminary professor who chairs the NCC's 
US/USSR church relations committee, reported it has raised more than 300,000 
US dollars for its 1985 budget. Consequently, it is to continue its recently- 
expanded program, and maintain a staff office. 


Ralph Kirton, general secretary of the Carribean Council of Churches, told the 
board that in view of US President Ronald Reagan's re-election, it might not 
be so realistic to continue expecting strong Caribbean protests US policy. 


EPS 


"SACRED SPACES' & 'RUMPUS ROOMS': Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH ARCHITECTS DEBATE BUILDINGS Service 84.11.44 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service. ] 


NEW YORK (EPS/Jean Caffey Lyles) - When William Lazareth preached to a group 
of visiting church architects here, his text was the New Testament passage 
about the woman who poured “costly ointment” over Jesus' feet in an act of 
devotion. Jesus' disciples, the New York Lutheran pastor reminded a recent 
three-day meeting of the Interfaith Forum on Religion, Art, and Architecture, 
suggested that the woman's generous gesture wasted a valuable commodity that 
could have been sold, and the proceeds given to the poor. He found a modern 
parallel to the “self-righteous disciples" in people he called “philanthropic 
philistines” - those who believe that good music, art and architecture for the 
church are always “too costly". 


After decades of designing practical “multi-purpose” church buildings that 
were about as awe-inspiring as basketball courts (for which they often doubled 
on weekdays), architects are today finding more congregations that want a 
“sacred space" designed solely for worship, one that has an atmosphere of 


mystery. “What symbolism could possibly inhabit a building that can be used 
for anything?" fumed Thomas Beebe, director of the University of Illinois 
architecture school. When the worship space can be instantly transformed 


into a dining room or gymnasium, “everything becomes a rumpus room", 
complained New York architect Edward Larabee Barnes. 


Architect Roger Patterson, a New York United Methodist official who works with 
congregations building new churches, noted that the price of land and the cost 
of building have forced most newly-organized congregations to build a church 
one section at a time, with the second unit coming years after the first. 
Opinions differ on whether the first unit should be the worship space or the 
educational wing. Thus, for many congregations, the first building must 
serve a variety of functions, at least for a time. But with the severe 
financial strains many congregations face, there is risk of paring down plans 
so radically that both worship and educational space prove inadequate. eel 
tell them they're not ready to build if they're asking 'How can we do this 
cheaply?'" said one architect. 


Indeed, for those who can afford it, a dominant trend in church building is a 
return to opulence. Architects of both religious and non-religious buildings 
are using more luxurious materials - less concrete and more marble, granite 
instead of glass, Paul Goldberger, architecture critic of the New York Times, 
told the meeting. Similarly, he said, people want their church buildings to 
communicate a sense of continuity and permanence, rather than announcing that 
“everything changes”. 


Most of the architects agreed that more churches today are being built with 


movable seating than with fixed pews bolted to the floor. Congregations 
prefer the option of arranging the space differently for various kinds of 
worship. The trend is a return to a practice of the Middle Ages, when there 


were no seats in churches, and people stood or sat in the empty floor space. 


Barnes complained that efforts to unify the church caused "an averaging out of 
things", and eliminated differences that might be reflected in distinctive 
architectures. His ecumenical audience didn't agree. Some participants 
even saw a return to roots, with congregations wanting their buildings not 
only to look “churchy", but to express a distinctive denominational ethos. 


EPS 


"INCLUSIVE LECTIONARY' Ecumenical Press 
(PART TWO) PUBLISHED Service 84.11.45 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from the [US] National Council 
of Churches. ] 


NEW YORK (EPS) - The second of three parts ("Year B") of an ‘Inclusive Language 
Lectionary’ was published last month. It is a project of the National Council 
of Churches, based here. The release of the first part ("Year A") last year 
prompted both condemnation and praise, in particular because of its use of 
language considered by the compilers to be more “inclusive” in connection with 
God and the risen Christ (83.11.16, 40). 


The lectionary, a collection of readings for Sundays and other major Christian 
days, suggests four readings about Bible women not included in the “common 
texts" lectionary on which it is based. These are passages about Phoebe, a 
deacon of the early church (Romans 16:1-7); Deborah, a prophet and judge of 
Israel (Judges 4:4-9); the woman of Tekoa (2 Samuel 1434-17), and the woman 
taken in adultery (John 8:2-11). 


"We felt it was important to include these stories about women for balance”, 
said Barbara Withers, lectionary committee member who is the lectionary's 
editor. "Several of these stories are not well-known stories and have tended 
to get lost.” 


The volume also seeks to avoid other exclusive imagery, including any that 
might imply the equation of darkness with evil. Such equation "has 
unfortunately led some persons and groups to condemn and reject anything that 
is black or any dark-hued person as evil or somehow condemned by God", 
according to the volume's appendix. "While the biblical context may be free 
from racist intent, the too-easy misconception that dark people are also 
condemned and to be avoided has led to the use in this lectionary of 
terminology other than 'darkness' as a matephor for sin and evil” and of 
“light” and "white" with “what is true, good, and loved of God", it adds. 


The lectionary has also modified language concerning persons with physical 
handicaps, in line with usage which “suggests that we refer to ‘a person with 
a disabling condition' rather than to 'a cripple' or a ‘crippled person’. So 
the biblical reference to 'the blind and the lame' is rendered ‘those who are 
blind and those who are lame'", the book's introduction explains. 


Along those lines, the lectionary shortened a reading from 2 Samuel by a few 
verses, omitting those that detail David's hatred of “the lame and the 
blind”. The volume also shortens a passage in 1 Corinthians by omitting 
verses that seem to imply that all prostitutes are women. "Of course, not 
all prostitutes are women, but that's the imagery that keeps coming up’, 
Withers said. For similar reasons, the committee chose not to use one Psalm 
and to make a substitution for an Ephesians passage. Lectionaries are by 
their nature selective, observed David Ng, NCC executive director for 
education and ministry. 


Compared to “Year A," the "Year B" lectionary does reflect modified 
application of principles for use of pronouns. The third person pronoun “he” 


for the human Jesus (but not for the risen Christ) is used a bit more 


frequently than in "Year A”. Similarly, proper names of other Bible men are 
substituted for the pronouns “he”, "him" and “his” only where needed for 
clarity, Withers said. "Year A" has been criticized for its nearly total 


elimination of masculine pronouns in references to the earthly Jesus. 


EPS 


Scots church leaders ask famine commission EPS 84.11.46 
EDINBURGH (EPS) - On behalf of all the major denominations in Scotland, the 
Scottish Churches Council has proposed a European development programme to 
work out the most effective way to prevent disasters such as the current 
famine in Ethiopia. The. letter says political will is often lacking in 
response to such situations. "Given such a will, we could sweep aside the 
bureaucratic rules and the practical and financial difficulties in minutes”, 
it suggests. 


English Anglican marriage reforms seem dead EPS 84.11.47 


LONDON (EPS) - Proposals to allow remarriage of some divorced persons in 
Anglican church ceremonies in England seem unlikely to be adopted. Though 
provisionally approved by the Church of England general synod last July, they 
have been rejected by 20 of the 24 dioceses which have considered then. 
(There are 44 CE dioceses altogether. ) 


Sanctuary in the FRG EPS 84.11.48 
HAMBURG (EPS) - The German newspaper "Tagesspiegel” reports (23 October) that 


some German congregations are offering a kind of "sanctuary" to people 
threatened with deportation. The cases involve an Indian couple who have been 
in the country 23 years, and a Filipino mother and her two children. 


US Anglican bishops issue 'study document' on abortion EPS 84,11.49 
JACKSON (Mississippi/US) -— After considering it at their meeting here, bishops 
of the New York-based [Anglican] Episcopal Church have released a “theological 
reflection paper on abortion" from their theology committee. An Episcopal 
report describes it as "careful to raise questions rather than lay down 
dogma". Western North Carolina Bishop William Weinhauer, who chaired the 
committee, said it was "not a position paper. It is a theological reflection 
written to elicit and provoke your discussion.” It notes that “not all" 
Episcopalians are happy with a 1976 general convention resolution which would 
“affirm a middle position that would avoid a too-easy endorsement of one 
extreme or the other ['pro-life' or 'pro-choice']." The committee concludes 
that “neither an absolute anti-abortion position nor an absolute "pro-life' 
stand is totally defensible." 


Namibian Lutherans affirm fellowship EPS 84.11.50 
WINDHOEK (EPS) - The three Namibian Lutheran denominations which make up the 


United Evangelical Lutheran Church in South-West Africa have reaffirmed their 
fellowship. The UELC includes two large black denominations and the small, 
white German Evangelical Lutheran Church, whose membership in the Lutheran 
World Federation was suspended earlier this year on grounds that it was not 
sufficiently opposed in public to apartheid (racial separation with white 
Supremacy). Last month (16-17 October) the UELC board reaffirmed a 1983 synod 
decision to form one Lutheran denomination for the country. It condemned the 
“sin of apartheid" and described the LWF action as a “challenge to speed up 
the process towards unity.” 


Finnish church urges famine aid EPS 84.11.51 
HELSINKI (EPS) - Leaders of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland (SELK) 


have urged the government to approve a substantial one-time aid appropriation 
to help relieve the effects of the drought in Africa. Noting that an earlier 
proposal (EPS 84.09.74) to divert one percent of the defence budget for such 
aid brought a strong negative response in some quarters, SELK Archbishop John 
Vikstrém and Foreign Affairs General Secretary Maunu Sinnem#ki, in their 
appeal to Finnish Prime Minister Kalevi Sorsa, suggested that a sum equivalent 
to that figure be approved. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/James McGilvray: "Aspects of Health" EPS 84.11.52 


[This item is abridged and adapted from an article in the October issue of 
“Contact”, bi-monthly of the Christian Medical Commission of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. McGilvray used to be CMC director. ] 


.-. Our concept of health became radicalized by matching it to the dimension 
of social justice which raised ethical and political questions about resource 
allocation. In turn, these raised questions of whether the services which 
were to be distributed more equitably were, in fact, the most effective 
measures for promoting health when, historically, these were found to exist in 
the physical and social environment in which people lived and in their 
personal and social life styles. 


As for the West, it had replaced its former environmental deficiencies by such 
unhealthy practices as industrial pollution and personal indulgence in 
smoking, drinking and over-eating! So, knowledge of the factors which 
promote health does not necessarily mean that priority will be given to their 
implementation. The unhealthy environment is frequently due to poverty and 
the economic system which produced it and prefers to tolerate it rather than 
be changed. 


Similarly, efforts to change life-styles ... injurious to health are tolerated 
provided they do not bring into question the system which promotes their use 
under the guise of exercising personal freedom of choice. So people are 
constantly subjected to the wiles of advertising which encourage them to want 
and consume more and more, including those things which are injurious to their 
health. In this situation, the distinction between what people need and what 
they desire becomes blurred with the result that desires become needs, and 
life-styles tend to reflect this. 


Our view of health is further expanded as it moves from concern for the 
individual to the community of which the individual is a part and to the 
relationships he will have with others in that community. Experiments in 
promoting health to whole communities which culminated in the development of 
primary health care were based on the view that health belongs to people both 
as a "right" and a responsibility. It is not something "delivered" by one 
person to others nor by a professional group to its patients. The patient 
actively participates in the health team and is both knowledgeable about and 
intimately-related to the treatment. 


We find, also, that whereas some health problems can be tackled on a 
short-term basis, ... it takes longer to grow new crops than to eat a meal; 
it takes longer to dig wells and build latrines than to treat a case of 
dysentery; and much longer again for villagers to learn the necessity for 
them and how to use and maintain them. So, our view of health expands in 
time as well as space. 


Health also has a political dimension which reflects our values and the social 
structures affected by them. The fact that millions of people in Asia and 
Africa suffer from malaria and severe malnutrition is frequently written off 
asl Pca, act. 4 0f yohifte”. Our distance from them blurs our _ sense of 
responsibility, and the fact that these conditions have existed for a long 
time blunts the will and initiative of those legally responsible to do 
anything about the situation commensurate with its seriousness. Thus, the 


questions of "Who is sick?" and, "Who is my neighbour?” are intimately related. 
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ECUVIEW/Thomas Best: "Trends in Church Union Talks" EPS 84.11.53 


[This item is excerpted from the introduction to the “Survey of Church Union 
Negotiations 1981-1983" which appears in the October 1984 issue of the WCC 
quarterly, “Ecumenical Review" (EPS 84.10.77). Best is executive secretary 
with the WCC Faith and Order Commission. ] 


-.. But what are the over-all trends which emerge from the church union 
activity of recent years? We may note the following points: 


First, there is the growing importance of intra-confessional union activity, 
for example between various “branches” of the Presbyterian or the Lutheran 
churches in the US. ... 


This introduces a second point, the growing awareness of the importance - 
often the decisive importance - of the so-called “non-theological”™ factors in 
the church union process. ... Thus there is an increasing emphasis upon 
education within the union process, designed to help both church officials and 
lay persons understand the theological reasons for seeking union, as well as 
its practical implications. ... 


A third factor is the emergence of new "stylistic options" in the search for 
church unity. After years of intense discussion on the details of a possible 
merger, a kind of “ecumenical exhaustion" may set in which leads the churches 
either to break off negotiations altogether, or to seek a new approach. ... 


A fourth point is that church union negotiations increasingly are seen within 
their total cultural context. This is most obvious in the recent Lutheran 
merger moves in Southern Africa which are set within the profoundly complex 
and difficult problem of that country's apartheid policy and the question of 
the “proper” Christian response to it. But it also emerges in a different 
way in the US Lutheran negotiations where the issue of appropriate 
representation has been crucial, resulting in vigorous debates about the 
“quota” system suggested for the membership of the various negotiating 
bodies. It is also critical to note that church union can make a strong 
“social” statement - that is, a Christian statement about the world which God 
desires. Thus the US Presbyterian merger in 1983 has overcome one hundred 
years of division which the church allowed to be imposed upon itself by the 
issues and passions in American society during and after its Civil War. 


A fifth point emerges from those negotiations which have become "stalled" or 
have been abandoned altogether. Though one hears of an ecumenical "malaise", 
the reality here is more a matter of frustration and helplessness. After 
discussion, often years of discussion, no forward progress seems possible, and 
the negotiating committees look for fresh initiatives from their parent 
bodies, or simply disband. This suggests that one can only talk for so long, 
and that beyond that point "which may of course vary from one situation to 
another) a kind of "kairos"” - a "critical moment" - is reached, when the fruit 
of long years of ecumenical labour must be harvested, lest it rot on the vine. 


A sixth and final point has to do with the very goal of unity discussions. 
There is a growing sense, particularly in cultures accustomed to social and 
religious pluralism, that something more is demanded of us than merely 
substituting one denomination for two. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/George Todd: "What is Urban Rural Mission?” EPS 84.11.54 


[This item is abridged from the first WCC "URM Newsletter” (October). Todd 


was WCC URM secretary 1973-82. He is now a foundation executive in 
Chicago. The WCC URM office is part of the WCC Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism. The newsletter is to appear three or four times a year. ] 


URM is much more a movement than a project or a programme or a particular 
profession. URM is a name that comes from the church institutional 
structures, not from the motivations of the hearts of those who are engaged in 
it and who are described under that name in certain quarters in the church. 


In an industrializing, urbanizing world, much [of what Christians are called 
to do is] in the arena of cities and industrial areas. But some of us who 
were doing our work there discovered along the way that you could not work in 
cities and with industrial workers if you didn't take into account the people 
who lived in rural areas. Rural people were with us in the cities and in the 
factories, and the impact of the cities and the factories was very big on 
rural life. And those who were working in the villages and on the farms also 
realized that they could not be obedient to God there if they were not aware 
of the impact of urban centres on those communities. 


There is a clear identity to the URM movement, and part of this identity is 
the fact that in most of our groups and programmes, and in the personal 
vocations of those who are involved, we don't begin our work with questions 
like, How do we solve the problems of poverty? or, What is the appropriate 
approach to economic and social development in the world today? Rather, we 
begin with the questions, What is the church supposed to be and do, and what 
are we called to be doing as Christians? Those questions very soon bring us 
to the issues of poverty and development. But the beginning point and the 
context in which we address those questions has often given us a different 
approach to the social issues and a different style of addressing them. 


I think it is universally recognized in URM that we are not talking about 
welfare or development programmes. We are not talking in the language of 
"How can we help the poor?” We're talking in the language of a movement that 
is working for change in local, national, regional and world society. We're 
talking about a political process, a political process that is on the move, 
that does not depend on our initiative or our participation but calls for our 
initiative and participation. 


URM is in many ways a life style. In dozens of countries in the world today, 
we can discover people who out of their Christian faith have undertaken a kind 
of life that is akin to the religious orders during the periods of widespread 
disturbance in Europe in the Middle Ages. New communities have emerged of 
people whose life is distinguished from the lives of others by the fact that. 
they have imposed on themselves - joyfully, not as burdens - a simplicity of 
life style, often a voluntary poverty, a working style that has little to do 
with job definitions and pay scales and a five-day week and nine-to-five 
working schedule, that has embraced their whole lives and the lives of their 
families. - 


This has led to harassment, sometimes prison, sometimes living underground, 
sometimes disappearance. Many have had to go into exile for longer or 
shorter periods. Others have had to be separated from their families for 
long periods, and some have died. It is a life characterized by risk. 
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In EPS 84.11.41, in the last line of the second paragraph, change 
executive to central. 


+t ett 


The World Council of Churches inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has 
released reports and other materials related to the African drought. 
These include a report on the situation in Burundi, Rwanda, Central 
African Republic, and Chad (by Emmanuel Elouti, 16 November, also 
available in French), and another on the situation in Togo, 

Benin, Cape Verde, Senegambia, Burkina, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, and 
Chad (by Marcel Henriet, 16 November, also available in French). 


Fact sheets on the situation in Benin, Burundi, Central African Republic, 
Botswana, Rwanda, Swaziland, Togo, and Zambia are also available. 


Also recently released are reports on the food emergency in Irian Jaya 


(8 November), the 1984 border crossers in Papua New Guinea (8 November ; 
EPS 84.09.10), and the 1984 floods in Bangladesh (15 November). The 
latter announces an appeal for 400,000 US dollars. 


Copies of any or all of the above are available to journalists on request 
to CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


++ ett 


A new Roman Catholic weekly, Asia Focus, is scheduled to begin regular 
publication in January in Hong Kong. Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Information has announced its new publication schedule. From next 

month, it is to appear weekly for "editors, journalists, and those church 
leaders working most closely with the Lutheran World Federation," and 
monthly for "other church leaders and news disseminators," 


t+ ee tet 


Emilio Castro, who begins a five-year term in January as general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, successfully defended his doctoral thesis 
("Missionary Freedom in the Perspective of the Kingdom - An Ecumenical 
Investigation") at the University of Lausanne, 12 November. 


++ eet 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
photos available suitable for use in connection with the following items 
in this EPS: 84.11.55,56,58,68,70,73. 


CHURCH DELEGATION REPORTS Ecumenical Press 
ON 5-DAY NICARAGUA VISIT Service 84.11.55 


GENEVA (EPS) - A four-person “pastoral delegation” which visited Nicaragua for 
five days (3-/ November) on the occasion of general elections in that country, 
has concluded that "the undeclared war against Nicaragua should stop 
immediately, and normal economic, commercial, and financial relations should 
be re-activated and made available to Nicaragua as its government chooses to 
use them." 


The delegation was made up of Walter Altmann, rector of the Lutheran 
theological faculty in SAo Leopoldo, Brazil; Thomas Liggett, president of the 
Disciples seminary in Indianapolis, US; Susan Millard, a secondary school 
teacher and Baptist from England; and Eugene Stockwell, director of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, 
here. 


The group's purpose was to “contact and support" the two Nicaraguan members of 
the WCC (Baptist Convention and Moravian Church) during this “vital and 
historical moment of the country.” 


The group drew five general conclusions as a result of its visit: 

- "Nicaragua has a right to self-determination. 

- "Nicaragua has made impressive progress since 1979. 

- "Religion is highly significant in the revolution. 

- “The ecumenical witness and challenge is immense. 

- “The embodiment of Christian unity and ecumenical presence is most 
meaningful.” 


The group reports “clear identification of the government with the people and 
broad participation by the people in the government. Progress is dramatic in 
the fields of literacy, general education, health services, and housing,” it 
adds. 


It describes the 4 November general election as a “positive transition," and 
judges that it “reflects genuine political pluralism." It says “election day 
was free of party propaganda and violence,” with "full guarantees ... observed 
for a secret ballot ... A sizeable opposition vote reflected political 
freedom. Nicaragua's first open and free election in the 20th century was a 
major step forward," it observes, “even if some valid criticisms of the 
elctoral process can be made.” 


The group describes the Nicaraguan revolution, which overthrew the Somoza 
government in July 1979, as a “dramatic reversal of the history of religion in 
revolutions,” which, since that of the French in 1789 have “tended to be 
opposed by religious forces and have become anti-clerical." It notes that of 
six of 32 organizations in the "National Dialogue” are churches or religious 
groups. 

As an example of "ecumenical presence,” the group recommends that in the event 
of Nicaragua being invaded, the WCC should "immediately send new 
representatives to stand in solidarity with the Nicaraguan people and 
churches.” 


The group's report also includes a 15-point outline of what and whom it saw, 


and a 13-point summary of what and whom it heard, in both cases including some 
opposed to the Sandinista government. 
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ECUMENICAL AGENCY IN Ecumenical Press 
NICARAGUA MAKES APPEAL Service 84.11.56 


MANAGUA (EPS) - Cepad, an ecumenical development agency here, has appealed for 
church publicity and intercession to “prevent further military actions or 
aggressions against Nicaragua.” 


Noting the 8 November decision of the Nicaraguan government to divert students 
from coffee harvesting to defence brigades, the appeal observes that “as some 
40 US ships with 15,000 men head for Central American waters, as the Reagan 
administration makes an invasion politically imaginable even to traditional 
opponents of his policy by warning of Soviet shipments of jets or other arms, 
and as air violations increase, the student brigades are only one symbol of 
peaceful labours lost.” 


The message says that Cepad “played a major role in facilitating the visit. of 
Brooklyn Rivera, exiled Miskito [Indian] leader to Nicaragua”. Rivera “freely 
visited the Indian communities in even the most isolated areas. He spoke 
boldly and publicly of the injustices his people had suffered under Sandinista 
rule. And together in dialogue", it adds, “he and the government made major 
progress toward a just policy for the ethnic minorities, and towards a 
cease-fire with Indian insurgents.” 


The message also refers to a new “national dialogue to work towards resolution 
of problems that elections alone cannot solve", and to the 4 November general 
election. "Though the campaign had not been perfect", Cepad says, “due to the 
political manoeuvrings of all sides, the war conditions, and our people's lack 
of electoral experience, it was the most open campaign we have known.” 


The Cepad appeal says the US government has “succeeded in erasing the news of 
our dialogue and of our successful elections from world awareness. What is a 
small, struggling nation to do”, it asks, “when the most powerful country in 
the world keeps changing the rules of the game?” 


Noting US charges, "without evidence”, that Nicaragua is importing Soviet mig 
jets, coupled with “mobilization of US naval forces off Nicaragua's coasts, as 
well as daily surveillance flights over Nicaragua by US aircraft", it says the 
result is "greatly increased ... tension and fear within the Nicaragua 
population. Even without an invasion or punitive strike", it observes, “the 
damage is great. 


"As Christians", the message continues, "we do not want to trust in arms, 
whether sophisticated migs or simple machine guns, whether bought from the 
West or from the East. We want to trust in reason, dialogue, diplomacy, and 
the goodwill of all the peoples of the world, including the US people. 


"But", it adds, “if the Reagan administration continues to turn the game into 
one of pure and unbalanced power, untempered by justice and reasoned 
diplomacy, poor countries like our own have little choice but to balance their 
power with whatever resources they can acquire.” 


A companion message, from representatives of 16 churches and ecumenical 
development agencies in Europe and North America who met here (12-16 November) 
observed that "the escalation in US-Nicaraguan tensions has_ profoundly 
affected the country on both an economic and psychological level. ... Please 
join us", they add, "in our prayers for peace and the preservation of life and 
human dignity in Nicaragua.” 


EPS © 


INDIAN CHURCH REPS MEET Ecumenical Press 
ON SRI LANKAN REFUGEES Service 84.11.57 


MADRAS (EPS) — More than a 100 church representatives met here (27-28 October) 
under the auspices of the Ecumenical Council for Repatriates and Refugees to 
consider the situation of Sri Lankans who have fled their country in the wake 


of tension and violence between majority Sinhalese and minority Tamils (EPS 
84.04.80). 


The conference resolved to “embrace the Sri Lankan repatriates and refugees in 
Christ's suffering love, and pledge our co-operation to put our shoulders 
together to work towards their integration into the mainstream of the nation." 


The meeting of church leaders was preceded by a two-day workshop which brought 
together people involved in direct action with the refugees to discuss, among 
other things, their problems and difficulties. At a public meeting, former 
Indian Supreme Court Judge V.R. Krishna Iyer urged Christians in Sri Lanka to 
speak out against "the butchery of human rights", there. Calls for church 
action were reiterated by R. Arulappa, Roman Catholic archbishop of Madras, 
and M. Azariah, general secretary of the [United] Church of South India. 


The conference itself sent a message of concern to the Sri Lankan government, 
in connection with the next (15 November) meeting of the “all-party 
round-table conference” on the Sri Lankan situation. It also urged world 
church and other organizations (such as the World Council of Churches, 
Vatican, Lutheran World Federation, World Methodist Council, Baptist World 
Alliance, World YWCA, World Association of YMCAs, UN, and Amnesty 
International) to, in the words of a report on the meeting, “call on the 
nations of the world to exert political and economic pressure over the Sri 
Lankan government to promote a peaceful solution to the problem." 


In India, church organizations were urged to “sensitize public opinion and 
influence government and non-government agencies to expedite action on behalf 
of refugees and repatriates." The meeting also decided to present a 
memorandum to the Indian prime minister on the issue, to set up a “national 
forum for Sri Lanka issues", and to observe the last Sunday in October each 
year as "Sri Lankan Sunday”. 


In a conference presentation, Indian Lutheran Executive Secretary K. 
Rajaratnam said the Indian church has for too long used its minority position 
as an “alibi for non-function", instead of recognizing that as a strength, 
because “the true church is a minority. A prophetic church can only be a 
minority.” 


He also suggested that the church response in the Sri Lankan situation was 
immediate, but incomplete, in that it provided food, clothing, temporary 
shelter, and rehabilitation programs, but "it did not raise questions as to 
why they were driven out. That is", Rajaratnam said, "the fundamental 
question of human rights was not raised.” 


The conference statement describes the problems of repatriates and refugees as 
“complex and deep-rooted. While on the one hand we are called on to provide 
an immediate sanctuary", it says, “we are also called on to think of a long- 
term programme for their integration into the society in which they seek 
refuge. We also recognize that the repatriate and refugee problem calls for 
courageous political involvement and action at all levels - local, national, 
and international.” 


Oo EPS 


ENGLISH ANGLICANS TAKE ONE Ecumenical Press 
STEP TOWARDS FEMALE PRIESTS Service 84.11.58 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - At its November meeting, here, the [Anglican] 
Church of England's general synod voted to take the first steps towards 
ordaining female priests. By 41 to six among the bishops, 131 to 98 among 
the clergy, and 135 to 79 among the laity, it called for legislation to be 
prepared to permit the ordination of women to the priesthood. But those 
majorities suggest the legislation, expected to come before the synod in 1986, 
will fail to gain the two-thirds majorities needed in each of the synod's 
three houses for it to become law. For that to happen, a rather dramatic 
shift in representation will be needed in next year's synod elections. 


In voting in favour of moving now towards women's ordination, the synod went 
against the advice of Canterbury Canterbury Robert Runcie. His “reluctant 
judgement” was that they would be “unwise” to do so. He said he is now 
convinced arguments for the ordination of women tip the balance in its favour, 
but he said he is also convinced "we have a duty not to be seen to 5e acting 
in abrasive and unfraternal disregard of very large Catholic bodies with whom 
we share the very fundamentals of the faith". 


The fact that some Anglican churches ordain women and some do not reflects "a 
tentativeness about so radical a change which makes it much easier to defend, 
explain, and commend to Orthodox and Roman Catholics", he said. “The 
ordination of women by the Church of England would make the Anglican position 
considerably more absolute and might undermine this experimental quality", he 
observed. 


Besides the ecumenical argument, he also raised the question of the Church of 
England's own internal unity. "I hesitate to urge action until we come 
somewhat closer to consensus", lest priests sometimes signal division instead 
of reconciliation, he said. 


The other CE primate, York Archbishop John Habgood, was hesitant on the other. 
side. He called it the “wrong debate at the wrong moment”. But to defeat 
the motion before the synod “would be a crushing blow to a cause in which I 
believe", he said. 


The first female priest in the Anglican Communion was ordained in the diocese 
of Hong Kong in 1944 in the emergency conditions created by World War 2. The 
next such ordination was in Hong Kong in 1971. Since then female Anglican 
priests have been ordained in Canada, the US, New Zealand, Kenya, Uganda, 
Mexico, and Puerto Rico. In 1975 the CE general synod affirmed that “there 
are no fundamental objections to the ordination of women to the priesthood", 
but both then and in 1978 it failed to approve a call for legislation to allow 
such ordinations. 


The meeting here was also remarkable for a barrage of questions to the 
archbishop of Canterbury about the theological views of the newly-appointed 
bishop of Durham, David Jenkins, and for the most outspoken statement of the 
miners' case in the current pit strike to come from any church leader. On 
Jenkins, Runcie suggested that simple yes or no answers are inadequate to deal 
with complex questions of the interpretation of doctrine. In the debate on 
economic issues, Peter Boulton, a priest who chairs the lower house of the 
convocation of York, gave a scathing denunciation of the policies followed by 
the National Coal Board and the British government in the miners' dispute. 
In the same debate, Jenkins observed that “people are suffering acutely” under 
the government's economic policies. 
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FRENCH & SWISS REFORMED Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDER MINISTRY ISSUES Service 84.11.59 


SARREBOURG/LAUSANNE (France/Switzerland) (EPS) - Ministry questions were on 
the agendas of the synods of the Reformed Church of Alsace Lorraine (ERAL) and 
the Evangelical Reformed Church of Vaud (EERV) at recent synod meetings. 


The ERAL synod (2-4 November) approved two of five proposed texts - on pastors 
with a specialised ministry, and on the first years of pastoral ministry. The 
first seeks to ensure that those ministries are integrated into the life of 
the church. The second outlines rights and duties of new pastors, and 
conditions for ordination. 


Time ran out before the three others - on deacons, periodic evaluation of 
pastoral ministries, and the ministry of reader or lay preacher - could be put 
to a final vote. All five texts were proposed by the ERAL ministries 
commission in the wake of the synod's approval in 1979 of a document on "the 
pastor in the parish”. 


The EERV synod (30-31 October) had before it proposals from its council to 
deal with a decline in the number of pastors, but an increase in deacons and 
part-time theologians. Also on the agenda were liturgical norms, principles 
for catechetical instruction, and administrative reorganization. 


EPS 
URBAN PARISH ROLE IN Ecumenical Press 
SOCIALISM CONSIDERED Service 84.11.60 


_ FERCH (GDR) (EPS) - The “participation of the Christian congregation in the 
life of the socialist city" was the theme of nearly three dozen church people, 
mostly from eastern Europe, who met here (5-9 November), near Berlin. 


According to a communique from the group, “discussion centred on the biblical 
vocation of humankind, God's promise of his kingdom of peace, and the tasks 
facing the churches today. ... Human beings", it adds, "fulfil their vocation 
when they take responsibility for their lives and their history into their own 
hands and become the active subjects of them, participating by their labour in 
shaping the life of society.” 


It also observes that “socialist society has created the structural conditions 
for a new human community, and we have to work with others to infuse life into 
them. ... We consider it to be the churches' special task to communicate to 
the world the vocation of human beings as the image and likeness of God and 
the promised future, and so contribute to strengthening awareness and hope.” 


Other participants came from Nicaragua, Burma, Finland, France, and 
Switzerland. The meeting was jointly organized by the Ecumenical Missionary 
Centre and the Gossner Mission, both in the GDR. Conference participants sent 
a letter to express “solidarity with the people of Nicaragua." They also 
visited area congregations. 
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Portugal refuses residence to archbishop EPS 84.11.61 


LISBON (EPS) - The Portuguese government said (8 November) retired Orthodox 
Church in America Archbishop Valerian Trifa cannot live in Portugal. He came 
here in August after being deported from the US in connection with charges, 
which he denied, that he has a Nazi past in in Romania during World War 2. 


EPS 


US CHURCH UNITY Ecumenical Press 
STEPS PROJECTED Service 84.11.62 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from Religious News Service. ] 


BALTIMORE (EPS/Jean Caffey Lyles) - Representatives of nine denominations that 
have been talking about uniting since the early 1960s convened here (26-30 
November) to consider a venturesome “covenant” proposal that could bring them 
considerably closer to their goal. The 22-year-old Consultation on Church 
Union appears to have reached what one of its leaders calls a “watershed” 
event. On the agenda of the 90 delegates here was a plan that would commit 
the nine to ordaining clergy jointly and increasingly working together. 


COCU officials say extensive theological agreements reached in years of 
discussions make it possible for the nine to take new steps towards union. 
The COCU theological consensus is spelled out in a document ("In Quest of a 
Church Uniting”) which has been revised and rewritten repeatedly in the past 
15 years. It contains sections describing agreements on unity, membership, 
faith, worship, sacraments, and ministry. Delegates were asked to put final 
touches on it, and send it to the nine for adoption by each governing body. 
The plenary was also to send to churches initial drafts of reports of COCU's 
church order and worship commissions. These sketch steps ahead. 


The church-order document calls for the nine to commit themselves to a process 
of moving towards becoming "a single organic church”. Formal church union is 
not envisioned in the immediate future, however. Instead, the nine are asked 
to take several intermediate steps to bring them into a closer relationship: 
agree on the “emerging theological consensus” contained in the “Quest” 
document, formally recognize each other as authentic churches, and recognize 
each other's members, ministers and sacraments - making possible sharing of 
clergy, free interchange of members, and “eucharistic fellowship”. 


The church-order report also proposes that after those steps are taken, the 
nine set up joint “councils of oversight”. Among other things, they would 
ordain clergy for all participating denominations, though each would continue 
to train, certify and place its own ordained ministers. (Joint baptisms and 
confirmations would also be the norm.) Such councils, which would exist at 
local, regional and national levels, would also oversee the covenanting 
process as the nine gradually move towards greater unity. 


"These councils will be bridges towards a future united church", says the 
proposal. They would be set up at different times, depending on differing 
levels of ecumenical "maturity" and readiness in various places. Council 
members would be bishops (and “bishop-type” leaders from denominations that do 
not have them), presbyters, deacons, and laypeople. The proposal also calls 
for the nine to engage in common mission, gradually enlarging the extent of 
work they do together. The worship committee's report consists largely of 
proposed worship orders at which the covenant would be formally made and the 
councils inaugurated. 


"If embraced by all partners,” the church-order report says, the proposed 
steps would "represent a significant breakthrough for  interchurch 
relationships in America”. Gerald Moede, COCU general secretary, says that 
if all goes well, the first joint ordinations could take place in 1992. 


COCU members are four Methodist (AME, AMEZ, CME, UM) and two Reformed (PCUSA, 
UCC) denominations, plus the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
[Anglican] Episcopal Church, and International Council of Community Churches. 
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GERMAN ECUMENICAL PEACE ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 


CALLS FOR “ECUMENISM FROM BELOW" Service 84.11.63 
SIEGEN (Federal [West] Germany) (EPS/Stephen Brown) - More than 1200 


Christians from all parts of Federal [West] Germany (BRD) and West Berlin took 
part in an “Ecumenical Assembly of Christians in the Peace Movement" here 
(9-11 November). It called on BRD church leaders to "reject the spirit, 
logic and practice of deterrence”. 


In a liturgical conclusion to the three-day assembly of worship, workshops, 
and speeches, participants pledged themselves to “build Christian networks” 
and an “ecumenism from below" to withstand the “oncoming wind" of “resistance 
in the church against the Christian peace movement". 


It is the first time Christian peace activists in the BRD have met together on 
so great a scale. Organizers described it “as a first step on the way to the 
Ecumenical World Conference for Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation", 
proposed by the 1983 assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


More than 30 Christian peace organizations sponsored the assembly to counter 
disillusion and resignation which has engulfed the BRD peace movement since 
the US began installing new missiles in this country a year ago, a move the 
peace movement had pledged to resist and prevent. 


Peace activists now report “apathetic” turnouts for demonstrations because 
people feel they can do nothing about the American missiles or the Soviet 
“counter-missiles” installed in the [East] German Democratic Republic (DDR) 
and Czechoslovakia over the past year. In addition, organizers said the BRD 
peace movement's co-ordinating committee had run _ into “organizational 
problems” which made it imperative meet to to provide a focus for future work. 


Marianne Dirks, the 71-year-old former president of Catholic Women of Germany 
spoke in an opening address of her despair at the failure to prevent the 
installation of the new missiles, but said it is up to Christians to “build 
new hopes" and continue “to dare to begin again with non-violent signs of 
resistance”. 


Workshops examined the role of deterrence in Europe, East-West relations, and 
non-violent methods of civil disobedience, as well as picking up the impulse 
of the WCC assembly, which linked the issues of peace and justice together, by 
looking at the relationships of the arms trade, unemployment, and social 
welfare cutbacks. 


The meeting here took place at the beginning of the "Ten Days for Peace" 
action which has been organized every November in the Evangelical (United, 
Reformed, and Lutheran) regional churches in both German states for the past 
four years (this year 11-21 November). But whereas in the BRD the action is 
organized by unofficial church groups, in the DDR, the church leadership gives 
the action its official blessing. 


There are many active peace groups within the DDR church, and according to one 
participant here, “the churches in the DDR speak more clearly and 
unambiguously [on the peace issue] than our own church leaders." It is clear 
that the stand of the DDR church leadership, which has denounced “the spirit, 
logic and practice of deterrence”, as well as missile installation in eastern 
and western Europe, and called for a system of “common security" to take its 
place, was a model for many here of the stand they would like their own church 


leaders to take. 


over 
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According to its organizers, the meeting here was an “expression of the 
growing peace ecumenism from below” where “the conflicts do not take place any 
more between different confessions, but in both - [Roman Catholic and 
Evangelical] - churches between ordinary church members and the church 
leadership”. 


Most official church bodies in the BRD declined to be represented at the 
Assembly. Heinz Neukamp, the new president of the Diaconal Work of the 
Evangelical Church in [West] Germany, said this month that “our church has 
never been so unpeaceful since we made peace the major theme”. Friedrich 
Kronenberg, general secretary of the Central Committee of German Catholics, —- 
the highest representative body for BRD Roman Catholic laity, rejected an 
invitation to take part, on grounds that the organizers wanted to call into 
question the "freedom, security and peace” of the BRD, and that they served 
the aim of "delivering our country to totalitarian powers”. He called the 
preparatory papers an “example of how people are diverted from reai work for 
democracy and peace” by “disinformation and excessive self-righteousness”. 


The climax of what co-organizer Volkmar Deile called the “unity of 
spirituality and struggle” at the meeting, came in an ecumenical eucharist 
lasting nearly three hours, at which Roman Catholics and Evangelicals received 
communion together. In between the liturgy, music, and dancing of the 
celebration, co-celebrant Herbert Fréhlich, a Roman Catholic priest, told the 
assembly, to massive applause, that Evangelical and Roman Catholic Christians 
had to "share together in the eucharist the unity they had found in the peace 
movement”. 


"Internal political reasons" meant no DDR delegates received permission to 
attend the meeting. In a letter read to the conference, Joachim Garstecki, 
secretary for peace questions in the theological studies department attached 
to the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the DDR, called on the churches 
to "resist the temptation, to exchange the prophetic and critical power of the 
gospel for the ‘mess of potage' of relying on the approval of state and 
society.” 


"The installation of missiles in the BRD and the DDR", he continued, “must not 
lead the churches to adopt by silent conformity the false political decisions 
of autumn 1983 and to retreat behind their previously-agreed positions. The 
Christian peace movement must remain - and not just in this question - a thorn 
in the side of the church”. 


Participants at the assembly here appeared oblivious to the irony of holding 
their meeting in a town called Siegen, a name which in German carries strong 
overtones of military victory. 
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Dietzfelbinger dies EPS 84.11.64 
MUNICH (EPS) - Retired Bavarian Lutheran Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger died 


here (15 November). He was 76. In a message of condolence, World Council of 
Churches General Secretary Philip Potter praised the bishop's contributions to 
his own church, and to the ecumenical movement. Lutheran World Federation 
General Secretary Carl Mau praised his “strong concern for a clear ecumenical 
position of the Lutheran churches.” Dietzfelbinger was Bavarian bishop for 20 
years. He chaired the council of the Evangelical Church in Germany for six, 
and was a member of the LWF executive committee 1957-77. 
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CHURCH SYNOD DEBATES BARMEN, Ecumenical Press 
SOUTH AFRICA, ASYLUM SEEKERS Service 84.11.65 


[This item is adapted from material from the EPD church news agency. ] 


LUBECK-TRAVEMUNDE (FRG)(EPS/Karl Schaedel) - At first, anger, even 
indignation, among many synod members was great. But after the close of the 
tension-filled discussions here, the second evening of the synod of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), left the impression that one _ had 
participated in a great moment in history. 


What happened? After a major speech by Kurhessen-Waldeck Bishop Hans-Gernot 
Jung about “Barmen and the way of Protestant Christianity in Germany”, synod 
member Theodor Ebert of Berlin, made the reproach that the Barmen Confession 
had not kept confessing Christians from being "killers in Hitler's army”. This 
reproach, which made headlines in numerous newspapers and for which Ebert 
later profusely apologized, triggered not only indignation but also a kind of 
very personal embarrassment. It raised the discussion of the 1934 confession 
far above the level of an historical or academic debate, and even beyond 
efforts, common at memorial events, to seek models for contemporary positions. 


Characteristic of this change was the personal confession of Helmut Hild, 
vice-chairman of the EKD council. Hild said he knows as a former officer in 
the Third Reich “that this is my fault, for which I am in need of 
forgiveness”. He emphasized “that the Barmen Confession today admonishes us 
very decisively to challenge certain concepts in our society regarding our 
responsibility vis-a-vis the world, which are firmly anchored in our own 
thinking and are considered evangelically legitimate”. 


' Besides Barmen, southern Africa was on the synod agenda. Indeed, some called 
that question the synod's “secret focal point”. The North Elbian Church 
asked that the contracts with two white southern African churches be checked 
to determine the extent to which they either help or hinder a possible union 
of “white” and “black” denominations. Demonstrators admonished the synod to 
act on the confession that “racism is sin”. 


The synod resolution, passed by a large majority, emphasized explicitly its 
intention "to help overcome the division of the races in both church and 
society”. The EKD is to form its contracts with southern African churches in 
such a way that through them the process of black and white churches in this 
area growing together will be encouraged rather than hindered. Also, the EKD 
is to help better inform congregations about the southern African situation. 


Considerably more disputed was a resolution on Nicaragua, based on Hild's 
experiences during a trip last month through Latin America. After an 
emotional discussion, a synod majority accepted a compromise statement 
supporting “a just and peaceful development in Nicaragua” and opposing “any 
and every military interference from abroad”. The statement urges the West 
German government "to maintain and further develop ... co-operation with 
Nicaragua without unattainable political stipulations.” 


Another resolution, on problems of refugees and asylum seekers in Germany, was 
only accepted after long debate. It asks changes in laws which deny certain 
groups of asylum-seekers the right to work, and would limit to three months 
the time they would be required to live in special asylum-seekers' housing. 


The synod was unable to make a statement on a request from the North Elbian 
Church regarding new procedures for recognition of conscientious objectors. 
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UN STUDYING RELIGIOUS Ecumenical Press 
DISCRIMINATION ISSUES Service 84.11.66 


GENEVA (EPS) - In the wake of a 1981 UN General Assembly “declaration on the 
elimination of all forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on 
religion or belief" (1981 EPS no. 34, p.3), and of a resolution on the 
“elimination of all forms of religious intolerance” okayed by the UN Economic 
and Social Council last 24 May, Odio Benito, a "special rapporteur” is 
collecting and evaluating information. 


A UN questionnaire on the subject asks for examples of the specific human 
rights violated and the causes in connection with’ “manifestations of 
intolerance and discrimination in the matter of religion or belief in the 
contemporary world.” It also seeks recommendations for changes to improve the 
situation. 


Circulating a similar, but simpler, questionnaire is the Swiss-based 
International Association for the Defence of Religious Liberty, which notes 
that what are sought are not opinions, but “documents or proofs of facts”. 
IADRL is at Schosshaldenstrasse 17, CH-3006 Berne. The UN is gathering 
information at its Centre for Human Rights, UN Office, CH-1211 Geneva 10. 


EPS 
MORE CHURCH ACTION ON Ecumenical Press 
BRITISH MINERS' STRIKE Service 84.11.67 
LONDON (EPS) - As the British miners' strike passed the nine-month mark, 


church initiatives of various kinds were taken. British Methodist Conference 
President Gordon Barritt met (6 November) with National Coal Board Chairman 
Ian MacGregor. He passed on to him points made by miners he met while on a 
four-day visit the previous week to the Sheffield Methodist District. 


MacGregor reportedly said he would be willing to talk further with Barritt,. 
and any people he brought with him. Therefore, Barritt said he would return 
at a later date with members of a think-tank team set up by the Methodist 
Church to advise him on the question of the strike. He said it would be right 
to include miners in this group. 


An attempt by Barritt to meet with National Union of Mineworkers President 
Arthur Scargill was unsuccessful. Scargill said he was too busy. 


The Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales urged (13 November) both sides 
in the dispute to resume negotiations quickly. They also voiced concern about 
“recent instances of violence" in the dispute, which they judged "gravely 
damaging to the morale of the community.” 


Three other church leaders - Roman Catholic Archbishop Derek Worlock and 
Anglican Bishop David Sheppard (both of Liverpool) and Free Church Federal 
Council Moderator Howard Williams (a Baptist) - are among five trustees of a 


miners’ hardship fund set up by the Trades Union Congress to aid striking 
miners, their families, and mining communities affected by the strike. The 
bishops described the fund as a “straightforward way of meeting human need.” 
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PETITION DRIVE LAUNCHED FOR Ecumenical Press 
MIDDLE EAST PEACE CONFERENCE Service 84.11.68 


GENEVA (EPS) - A 15-person coordinating committee representing religious and 
other non-governmental organizations (NGOs) has offered a "global challenge” 
for a “search for an alternative, sane path to peace with justice” in the 
Middle East. The committee was formed in the wake of a meeting of 
representatives of 98 NGOs last August. Public kickoff for the group's 
petition drive was 29 November, the UN-declared International Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian People. 


In a statement prepared for the event, Ruth Sovik, general secretary of the 
World YWCA and a member of the committee, described the committee's approach - 
“the convening [under UN auspices] of an inclusive international peace 
conference on the Middle East attended by all parties to the conflict”, 
including Israel, the Palestine Liberation Organization, “those Arab states 
party to the conflict", and the US and the USSR - as "an alternative to 
successive wars in the Middle East and the continued deprivation of the 
Palestinian people." 


Sovik suggested the "process initiated by such a conference may begin to 
counter the misperception and mistrust that plague the region. We do believe 
that it is the first step in a sane process toward resolving them", she added. 


Besides Sovik, committee members include Charles Kimball of the Middle East 
office of the [US] National Council of Churches, and Leopoldo Niilus, director 
of the International Project of the Middle East Council of Churches, in 
collaboration with the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of 
the World Council of Churches. Other members come from the Arab Lawyers 
Union, International Jewish Peace Union, Association France-Palestine, 
Palestine Human Rights Campaign, Parliamentary Association for Euro/Arab 
Cooperation, International Commission of Jurists, World Peace Council, Soviet 
Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee, Trade Union Friends of Palestine, Law in the 
Service of Man, Democratic Front for Peace and Equality [Haifa, Israel], and 
Israeli Council for Israeli-Palestinian Peace. 


The text of the committee's petition is: 


“The unresolved Arab/Israeli conflict, the core of which is the question of 
Palestine, and other Middle East conflicts pose a threat to world peace. 


"The Middle East is a nuclear weapons zone. The Middle East is one area in 
the world where a chain of events could lead to World War III. 


“Without contact among all parties concerned there can be no negotiation. 
Without negotiation, there can be no peace. 


"We the undersigned, recognize the right of the Israeli and Palestinian 
peoples to statehood and self-determination. We recognize the right of all 
states in the region to existence within secure and internationally-recognized 
boundaries with justice and security for all the peoples of the region. We 
call for the convening of an inclusive international peace conference on the 
Middle East attended by all parties to the conflict, including the 
representatives of Israel, the Palestine Liberation Organization, those Arab 
States party to the conflict, the United States of America and the Soviet 
Union, under the auspices of the United Nations as called for by the United 
Nations General Assembly resolution 38/58 C." 
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US Disciples issue position paper on sanctuary EPS 84.11.69 
INDIANAPOLIS (Indiana/US) (EPS) - The church-in-society department of the 


Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has issued a 10-page position paper on 
“sanctuary for Central Americans", in light of the “crisis of conscience” 
facing US churches. It says “Central Americans are fleeing life-threatening 
situations in their homelands and are arriving in the US in record numbers", 
but that they are “often met by the US government with hostility rather than 
hospitality, frequently being deported back to the countries from which they 
have fled." The paper has comments on sanctuary in the Bible and in church 
and US history, US immigration law, religion's constitutional rights in the 
US, and “human law versus God's law”. It also discusses "things to consider 
in deciding whether to give sanctuary", which is not recognized in US law. 


British church council urges amnesty for foreigners EPS 84.11.70 
LONDON (EPS) - The British Council of Churches called (19 November) for a new 


amnesty for foreigners living illegally in the UK "for a length of time”. A 
similar amnesty was offered in 1973, and extended in 1978. 


Kenyan bishops condemn free birth control operations BPS: 64011571 
NAIROBI (EPS) - Kenya's 16 Roman Catholic bishops have expressed "grave 


concern” and “profound public protest” against free tubal ligation operations 
being offered in three of the country's districts under the auspices of two 
charitable organisations, Lions of Kenya and Giants of Nairobi. The bishops 
say the operations are a "mutilation of the reproductive organs for the direct 
purpose of preventing conception", which they judge to violate natural law. 
They also call the “promotional approach" in connection with the operations an 
“insult to the women and men of Kenya, a violation of human dignity”. Kenya's 
birthrate is reportedly among the highest in the world. Family planning is 
government policy. 


Uganda church paper's board resigns EPS 84.01.72 
KAMPALA (EPS) - The editorial board of the [Anglican] Church of Uganda's 


monthly "New Century” has resigned in the wake of a dispute between it and 
Archbishop Yona Okoth, who became head of the denomination early this year. 
Okoth reportedly objected to articles he considered too political, and to a 
letter-to-the-editor critical of “undue” security arrangements in connection 
with his installation service (which was attended by Ugandan President Milton 
Obote). The board reportedly declined Okoth's directive to reprimand the 
editor, and subsequently resigned. Its chairman was Tom Nabeta, an assistant 
bishop of Busoga diocese. 
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ECUTEXT: “WCC Message on Chile Situation” EPS 84.11.73 


[This message went (15 November) to Juan Fresno, Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Santiago, from Philip Potter, World Council of Churches general secretary. ] 


We are profoundly preoccupied and saddened by the information on the new 
attacks against the dignity and the life of the Chilean people, in particular 
by the oppression of the inhabitants of the Silva Henriquez quarter, and by 
the denial of [government] permission to return [to Chile] for Father Ignacio 
Gutierrez, [archdiocesan] vicar for solidarity. Once more, we reiterate our 
firm resolve to support to the fullest the churches and people of Chile in 
their witness on behalf of the building of a society where life can be 
manifested in its fullness. We appreciate very much your pastoral presence 
with the victims of oppression, who maintain their firm belief in the hope for 


a more just society. The Christ who suffers in and with the poor calls us to 
proclaim God's reign, and God's justice. 
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Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with the following items in this EPS: 


EPS 84.12.01, 02,25, 26, 30 
Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 
EPS schedule: The regular weekly deadline for EPS copy is Tuesday at noon, 
GMT. Because of holidays, travel, and/or special events, deadlines for the 


next issues are as follows (noon GMT unless otherwise noted): 


Wednesday 12 December (0800 GMT) 


Monday 17 December 
Wednesday 19 December 
Friday 11 January (0800 GMT) 
Friday 18 January (0800 GMT) 


Tuesday 25 January 


Caribbean Contact, newspaper supported by the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches, has a new editor. Chamberlain ‘Colin’ Hope succeeds Rickey Singh, 
who had his work permit revoked by the Barbados government. A Barbadian, Hope 
also worked on newspapers in Jamaica and the Bahamas. 


In EPS 84.11.41, the new name of the Council of Churches in Indonesia should 
be rendered in English as Communion (not Association) of Churches in 
Indonesia. In other changes, the CCI executive and central committees are now 
the executive and central boards. There is a newly created advisory board of 
seven, chaired by T.B. Simatupang. The new title for Soritua Nababan is CCI 
general chairman. The 13-person executive board also includes three other 
chairmen. 


The third in the series Confessing Our Faith Around the World has been 
published as Faith and Order Paper No. 123. Edited by Hans-Georg Link, with 


an introduction by Elsa Tamez, it includes contributions from the Caribbean, 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and the Latin 
American continent. Interested journalists may obtain a copy from F&0/WCC, 
Box 66, CHj1211 Geneva 20. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: 


STOCKHOLM/LONDON (EPS-5&12 February 1960) - Despite protests, the [Lutheran] 
Church of Sweden announced it would ordain female priests. Opponents said the 
move "conflicts with the will of God and directions of Christ as they are 
given in the scriptures.” An official statement by the [Anglican] Church of 
England expressed regret at the Swedish move, because it might “introduce a 
cause of dispute" between the two. 


CALCUTTA (EPS-12 February 1960) - The general council of the [Anglican] Church 


of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon approved a revised plan to unite with 
several other denominations. [The union took place in 1970, and the result 
are the (United) Churches of North India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh. ] 


CHARLEROI (EPS-12 February 1960) - The Federation of Belgian Protestant 
Churches commended the projected independence of the Belgian Congo as a step 
which “will confirm the sovereign freedom of the people of the Congo with full 
human rights.” 


WORLD FOOD ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
URGES POLICY CHANGES Service 84.12.01 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from Rome-based IPS news 
agency. | 


ROME (EPS) - Representatives of 120 non-governmental organizations meeting 
here decided to form an international lobby group to press for changes in food 
policies. The “World Food Assembly, 1984", ended [16 November] with a 
resolution to join forces and work towards alternative strategies that focus 
on the right of people to be able to feed themselves and adopt their chosen 
development model. 


The assembly, in the city where the first UN World Food Conference met a 
decade ago, condemned the “violation of the most basic human right: the right 
to food" by governments, international agencies, and transnational 
corporations. 


In the midst of abundance, the hunger and poverty faced by millions today in 
Ethiopia and elsewhere has human causes, the assembly said. Drought is not 
the only cause, the assembly declared, because hunger is a “political problem" 
caused by oppression and social injustice at the international, national and 
local levels. Governments and elites in both rich and poor countries use 
their power to concentrate food resources in their hands, at the expense of 
the poor people, it added. 


The assembly also condemned the destruction of the environment through the 
imposition of inappropriate technology and export-oriented agriculture. 
“National food security or self-sufficiency is meaningless without equal 
access to food and to the resources to produce it", said its manifesto. 
Thus, it added, the focus on improved production as the way to eliminate 
hunger and malnutrition is “obsolete and downright erroneous". 


What is required, the assembly said, is fulfilment of the “fundamental right 
of people to feed themselves ... the freedom to adopt and pursue the 
development models of their choice ... equal access to land and other 
resources, as well as the right to organize themselves.” 


The assembly committed itself to build an effective pressure group, through a 
network of organizations at the regional and international levels aimed at: 


~ reversing the policies of international development agencies so they give 
more support to grassroots initiatives against hunger and poverty. 


~ changing the agricultural system of the North, which it says wastes 
resources, pollutes the environment and produces surpluses “dumped as 'food 
aid' in the South, damaging the prospects of self-reliance”. 


- adopting “food-first” policies in the South to give priority to people's 
food needs before cash crops. 


Among participants in the assembly were representatives of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches, Bread for the World and the Protestant Farmers' 
Association in Federal [West] Germany, Ecumenical Development Week in Sweden, 
and the London-based Catholic Institute for International Relations. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
WARNS ON 'SPIRAL OF VIOLENCE! Service 84.12.02 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The South African Council of Churches says consequences 
of the current unrest in the country are "fast becoming more ghastly than we 
can bear". In a statement (16 November) from Acting General Secretary Dan 
Vaughan, the SACC calls the “harshness of the authorities' repression of 
grievances ... unparalleled in the history of South Africa in this century.” 


The statement “denounces in the strongest terms the detentions and threatened 
prosecutions of those hundreds who have been detained since the August 
elections, whose only apparent crime is that they believe that the ruthless 
oppression of one section of the population by another is evil. Ministers of 
the church", it continues, “who have incurred the anger of the authorities 
merely because they stood with their people in the townships, have paid the 
price of their faith with their freedom.” 


In a reference to World Alliance of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak, 
whom the police questioned in the wake of reports of statements against 
apartheid (the South African system of race separation with white supremacy) 
he made in Australia, the SACC statement says the government action is a 
“threat ... to any person ... who believes it his Christian responsibility to 
denounce evil." 


The SACC statement also condemns "the harm and injury being inflicted in the 
townships on blacks by blacks" because "all violence is wrong, and because it 
can be used by the authorities as a justification for further repression.” 


Later last month, South African radio strongly attacked Boesak and SACC 
General Secretary Desmond Tutu, winner of this year's Nobel Peace Prize (EPS 
84.10.69). It spoke of “untruths and absurdities [which] abound in their 
political statements.” 


London-based Reuter news agency reports "independent sources estimate arrests 
under security laws at over 1000 this year", and that an estimated 170 people, 
all but one of them black, have died in violence in South Africa which began 
in February. 


No official follow-up action to the police interview of Boesak has been 
reported. He is said to be in good spirits. Government Law and Order 
Minister Louis Le Grange suggested Boesak be prosecuted under a law forbidding 
false criticism of the police. It provides for a jail for up to five years 
for those convicted. 


In Geneva, a lawyer for the United Democratic Front, an anti-apartheid 
coalition whose founders include Boesak, warned that the South African 
government may ban the organization, which he characterized as the only 
peaceful resistance movement operating there. Zak Yacoob said such a ban 
would make peaceful resistance difficult by undermining attempts to co- 
ordinate national action, thus bringing more violence. 


Addressing an estimated 800 UDF supporters in Cape Town (26 November), Boesak 
strongly criticized government handling of the situation. “In what sort of 
climate can a six-year-old be shot in the back running into his home and a 
policeman can get away with it? I lay the responsibility for this at the door 
of the South African government,” he declared. Also at the rally was the 
mother of the first white detained in connection with the situation, Kate 
Philip, president of the National Union of South African students. 


EPS 


METHODISTS, ROMAN CATHOLICS SEE Ecumenical Press 


SIGNIFICANT AGREEMENT ON PETER Service 84.12.03 
LAKE JUNALUSKA (North Carolina/US) (EPS) - Members of the official, 


international, theological dilalogue between Methodists and Roman Catholics 
reported after a meeting at World Methodist Council headquarters here (26 
October-2 November) that they had reached significant, if not substantial 
agreement on the role of Peter in the New Testament. In Roman Catholic 
understanding, Peter was the first bishop of Rome (pope). 


The session concentrated on the question of how far an institution of 
universal primacy might be necessary in a reunited church. Besides the 
biblical evidence, the group reviewed the position of the bishop of Rome in 
church history. The group's next session, on the question of papal 
infallibility, is planned for next year. Co-chairing the group are Bishops 
Francis Stafford and William Cannon, both from the US. 


EPS 
CHURCH, MINERS' LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
MEET ON BRITISH STRIKE Service 84.12.04 


YORK (England)(EPS/Robert Nowell) - New wording which might possibly help 
prompt a resumption of talks in the nine-month-old miners' strike was 
discussed when four English church leaders met the president and secretary of 
the National Union of Mineworkers for two hours of off-the-record talks here 
[21 November]. "For somebody looking at this totally as an outsider, the 
difference [between the NUM and the National Coal Board on the wording of 
criteria to determine whether or not a pit is to be closed] appears to be a 
very small verbal one", commented the [Anglican] Archbishop of York, John 
Habgood. 


Nevertheless, the talks do not seem to have given much ground for hope that 


negotiations can be resumed. “We were looking to see if there was any sign, 
any sort of shift which might lead on to further negotiations", said the 
Anglican Bishop of Lincoln, Simon Phipps. "If there had been, that might 


have’ been useful.” 


The church delegation, which also included the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Liverpool, Derek Warlock, and the United Reformed general secretary, Bernard 
Thorogood, have not had contact with the NCB. They said they would be 
willing to meet NCB representatives, but they made it clear they do not see 
themselves as go-betweens or brokers in negotiations. 


Elsewhere, General Secretary Bernard Green told a meeting [14 November] of the 
council of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland that at the “deepest 
level” in the coal dispute, “we are fighting for the soul of the nation". 


He outlined several areas of church concern, including "to understand more 
clearly the situation and genuine fears for the future in the mining 
communities"; “to express concern for the police and their families"; to 
respond to two government “policies which spell disaster for many people”, 
that is, “monetarism with an apparent lack of awareness or concern for the 
unemployed, the dying communities, and the growing division into two nations”, 
and “the politics of confrontation"; and “to realize that within trade 
unionism there is a battle raging which is both political and moral/ 
spiritual”, between “moderation and realism" and "the revolutionary approach 
of left-wing extremists”. 


EPS 


LIVING TOGETHER: CONSULTATION Ecumenical Press 
LOOKS AT CAUSES, IMPLICATIONS Service 84.12.05 


[This item is adapted from material from the American Lutheran Church. ] 


MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - "I'll give them communion, but they can't become members 
of the church.” A California parish pastor made this announcement in the 
closing hour of a special consultation on “pastoral counseling for couples 
living together outside of marriage”. This point of view and others 


exhibiting more confusion about the subject came together at the meeting, 
arranged by the American Lutheran Church for pastors and specialists in 
theology, psychology, sociology, and the demographics of cohabitating 
couples. No unmarried couples were found willing to participate. 


Judith Kowalski, associate director for studies in the ALC church in society 
office, said about half the couples now being married under ALC auspices were 
living together before marrying. While some resource people explained the 
economic and emotional reasons that couples live together without marriage, 
discussion repeatedly returned to sexual relationships and the sanctity of 
marriage. Participants struggled with definitions of marriage, commitment, 
and relationship, their own definitions, and the way they understand the Bible 
and the church to define these words. 


Jerie Smith, administrator of the Twin Cities Single Adult Ministry Project, 
described her unsuccessful efforts to bring unmarried, cohabiting couples into 


the consultation. "While many unmarried couples feel support from their 
families, the church seems to be the one place where they feel they cannot be 
open", she said. Some organized conversation with cohabiting couples took 


place prior to the meeting. 


Smith outlined reasons cohabiting couples give for their situation, “beginning 
always with the practical, economic costs of housing, dating, or living on 
Social Security”. Others include "the time and convenience factor, 


predictable sex and intimacy, the need to test and try relationships, 
anti-traditional attitudes, and the feeling that two adults in the home are 


better for children than one”. 


Attorney Mary Ann Quinn discussed legal and economic considerations of 


cohabitation. "The law says little or nothing about obligations between 
unmarrieds", she said, “and the ‘purchase factor’ is still one in the decision 
to marry: security in exchange for sex. We are not past that yet.” Quinn 


suggested the church emphasize that engagement is a public sign of commitment. 


Daniel Olson, professor of contextual edcuation and pastoral ministry at the 
ALC seminary in Iowa, talked about the way society and church view singles, 


cohabiting or not: "The single person is seen as sitting on a powerful urge 
with no perceivable directed choice, such as monastic vows, and hence is 
always an unpredictable, chaotic force in our little worlds.” Olson said 


“cohabitation's overt sexuality is what brings the issue before the church”. 
He advocated compassion and love for cohabitors who "may have drifted into a 
situation rudderless, having no basis for regulation of behaviour”. 


In the end, however, a common understanding of how to deal with the 
cohabitation issue eluded those at the meeting. Conversation in small groups 
uncovered several differences in the way people understand marriage, sexual 
responsibility, and commitment. While some were unable to see any commitment 
at all outside marriage, others argued it may simply be at a different level, 
and that certain cohabitants are not totally without commitment. 


EPS 


WELSH CHURCH COVENANT COMMISSION Ecumenical Press 
PROPOSES UNITY STEPS ON MINISTRY Service 84.12.06 


COLEG TREFECA (Wales) (EPS) - The Commission of the Covenanted Churches [in 
Wales] has asked its “group on steps towards fuller unity" to prepare a 
Statement on ministry for commission approval next year, plus an outline of 
steps towards a 1990 reconciliation of ordained ministries among the 
commission's member bodies. 


At its meeting here (12-13 November), the commission issued a “statement to 
the churches” confirming the goal of “one visible church to serve together in 
mission to the glory of God the Father,” and rejoicing in existing ecumenical 
arrangements such as “sharing ministry and buildings, uniting congregations, 
developing patterns of regional councils". The statement describes “mutual 
recognition and interchangeability of ministries" as “the most difficult and 
intractable problem" in connection with church unity. 


The commission also decided to prepare a leaflet with guidelines for local 
covenants and other ecumenical actions. It also noted with approval 
ecumenical clergy conferences in Gwynedd, Clwyd, and the South Glamorgan area; 
and denominational response to proposals that they make staff available for 
regional ecumenical work. 


Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists, United Reformed, and Presbyterians are part 
of the commission. 


EPS 
VATICAN CARDINALS Ecumenical Press 
REPORTED AT ODDS Service 84.12.07 


LONDON (EPS) - The Roman Catholic weekly “The Tablet”, published here, reports 
(17 November) that Augustino Cardinal Casaroli, Vatican secretary of state, 
has publicly criticized his colleague, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, head of the 
Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in connection with 
Ratzinger's September "Instruction on Some Aspects of Liberation Thought” (EPS 
84.09.15). The weekly calls Casaroli's criticism something “without recent 
precedent.” 


According to the magazine, Casaroli “denied that he was consulted about the 
instruction, and has made it clear that he has no responsibility for its 
contents. “There are those who think", it adds, “that the cardinal would have 
resigned if he had not been allowed by Pope John Paul II to distance himself 
from the document in this way.” 


Casaroli's work includes relations between the Vatican and Communist 
governments. The document refers to Communism as "this shame of our time”. 


The magazine also reports highlights of a long Ratzinger interview with the 
Italian monthly “Jesus”, and comments quoted in the Madrid daily “El Pais". 
Among other things, Ratzinger describes some results of the second Vatican 
Council as “decidedly negative for the Catholic church", though he suggested 
that a process of restoration was underway. This he defined as a "search for 
a new equilibrium", which would reject "the exaggerations of an indiscriminate 
openness to the world" and the “excessively comprehensive interpretations of 
an agnostic and atheist world". He was also critical of theologians who 
accept the “illusory myth" of the class struggle, which “blocks reforms and 
strengthens misery and injustice.” 


EPS 


RELIGIOUS RIGHT WANTS Ecumenical Press 
KEY US GOVERNMENT JOBS Service 84.12.08 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from Religious News Service. ] 


WASHINGTON (EPS/William Bole) - A leading fundamentalist Christian political 
lobby says its members will seek high-level positions in the Reagan adminis-— 
tration in return for their part in the US president's landslide victory. 
"This is patronage, let's face it", said Gary Jarmin, a representative of the 
Christian Voice (CV), at a news conference [7 November]. 


Colonel Doner, CV executive director, said Reagan “would have obviously won 
without our efforts. But he would not have had the mandate he has without 
usc” The Reagan administration "will be more sensitive to our desires” in 
its second term, Doner predicted. He said conservative groups will continue 
to press for key priorities, such as prayer in state-run schools, and 
opposition to abortion. 


Doner said CV is preparing a nationwide campaign to encourage conservative 
Christians to become more involved in party politics. He said the campaign 
would include attempts to reach Christians through ads in daily newspapers and 
on Christian radio and television programmes. 


Jarmin also said the overwhelmingly white fundamentalist groups will be 


reaching out to blacks in a major effort during the coming months. As an 
example of interest in this new outreach, Jarmin recalled that CV sponsored a 


“national tour" by black actor and former football player Roosevelt Grier, who 
campaigned on behalf of Reagan, and conservative US senator Jesse Helms. 


EPS 
Bayers Naude asked to succeed Tutu EPS 84.12.09 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Bayers Naude, a leading Afrikaaner (white) church 


opponent of apartheid, the South African system of race separation with white 
supremacy, has reportedly been asked to succeed Desmond Tutu as general 
secretary of the South African Council of Churches, for a two-year interim 
period. Tutu becomes the Anglican diocesan bishop here next month. Naude 
recently completed a seven-year period in which he was banned by the 
government, which meant there were severe restrictions on his movements and 
his right to speak in public. 


Malta church school reopens EPS 84.12.10 
VALLETTA (Malta) (EPS) - Roman Catholic schools closed in this island nation 
after the government required that they drop tuition charges were reopened 
last month following resolution of the dispute. A church announcement said 
they would open for the rest of the academic year and not charge tuition, so 
that “talks could start [to resolve the dispute], and hopefully be concluded” 
CEPS1'64709 709s) L012, 704) « 


Church relief agency active in wake of Gandhi assassination BrovOte te cil 
NEW DELHI (EPS) - In the wake of the “orgy of violence that rocked Delhi™ in 
the days after the assassination of Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, the 
Church's Auxiliary for Social Action reports it worked at government request, 
and in cooperation with volunteers from other church groups and agencies, to 
distribute 10,000 blankets to people in eight relief camps. It also gave out 

500 sets of relief material (saree, dhotie, blanket, set of utensils) to those 
affected by rioting in Jabalpur. 


EPS 


Scottish bishops in appeal on poor EPS' "64.12.12 
MOTHERWELL (Scotland) (EPS) - At their meeting here (20 November), Scotland's 
Roman Catholic bishops decided to send a letter to all Scottish members of the 
UK and European parliaments expressing concern about the possibility of a 
further cut in real terms in the UK overseas aid budget. The letter calls for 
an increase in the budget to at least one percent of gross domestic product. 


Namibian Lutherans protest conscription EPS 84.12.13 
WINDHOEK (Namibia) (EPS) - The board of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
South-West Africa/Namibia protested (15 November) an order by South Africa 
that all male Namibians 17 through 54 register with the army. The Lutheran 
board said the proposal is likely to lead to “civil war.” It charged that the 
plan is meant to “eliminate any opposition" to South African control of the 
territory. It described “this coercion into military service" as a "massive 
oppression of the whole nation." A six-month minimum prison sentence or fine 
is projected for those who do not comply. 


Spain vetoes RC tv spot EPS 84.12.14 


MADRID (EPS) - A Roman Catholic fund-raising commercial has been banned from 
the state-run tv network in Spain. The church-sponsored spot would have 
marked the debut of Spanish “church ads", but it was banned on the basis of a 
law which prohibits tv spots promoting any religious, philosphical, or 
political ideas. The 30-second commercial is part of an ad campaign launched 
last month to promote donations on “church day” (18 November). 


Methodist bishops study ministry EPS 84.12.15 
ORLANDO (Florida/US) (EPS) - The bishops of the United Methodist Church 
appointed 12 of their number to study ministry during 1985-88. Ohio bishop 
and council president James Thomas said the study would include “the human 
side of ministry", relationships between theology and polity (church order), 
understanding and validation of a call to ministry, “erosion of holiness" in 
some ministers, discipline, and aspects of the Methodist system of itinerancy 
(regular ministerial transfers). 


Methodist men average more EPS 84.12.16 
NASHVILLE (Tennessee/US) (EPS) - A study of United Methodist  diaconal 


ministries shows males average 4000 US dollars more in salary than their 
female counterparts (21,943 dollars compared with 16,740). They also averaged 
1000 more in housing allowances (1506 dollars compared with 510). 


Methodist bishop in wrangle with evangelical caucus EPS"84¢912¢17 


DENVER (EPS) - Newly-elected United Methodist Bishop Roy Sano says he did not 
advocate “violent revolution” in an address to the world division of the UM 
global ministries board. He said a charge to that effect by Executive 
Secretary James Heidinger of Good News, a UM evangelical caucus, is an example 
of “the sin of lying, or libel". Heidinger criticized Sano for calling a 
pamphlet from the independent Mission Society for United Methodists 
“blasphemy” because it “rejects the stirrings of the Holy Spirit" in 
liberation movements around the world. 


New Zealand church council gets new GS EPS 84.12.18 
CHRISTCHURCH (EPS) - Jocelyn Armstrong is to be the new general secretary of 


the 12-denomination National Council of Churches in New Zealand. Anglican 
Archbishop Paul Reeves, NCCNZ president, said he was “delighted that the time 
has come that the churches are ready to appoint a laywoman to this important 
ecumenical post”. An Anglican, she is currently a girls' grammar school 
teacher in Auckland. She has been a member of the NCCNZ church and society 
commission, and a member of the NCCNZ executive. She succeeds the retiring 
Angus MacLeod. 


EPS 


Czech church figure dies EPS 84.12.19 
PRAGUE (EPS) - Jan Mirejovsky, 72, a pastor in the [United] Church of the 
Czech Brethren, a member of the World Council of Churches youth department in 
the years after World War 2, and a noted personality in the Czech church, died 
here (18 November). 


Serbian church honours World War 2 martyrs EPS.84.12.20 
JASENOVAC (Yugoslavia) (EPS) - Serbian Orthodox Patriarch Germain has 
consecrated a church here (east of Zagreb) in memory of the 700,000 Serbian 
Orthodox killed in a concentration camp in the region by Croat nationalists 
allied with Nazi Germany in World War 2. An estimated 10,000 people attended, 
including representatives of the Croatian Roman Catholic, Church. 


County council members urge archbishop to resign ERS, Biiedkde el 
NAIROBI (EPS) - Four members of a county council in this area have suggested 


that Kenyan Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria resign from his church post and 
become a politician. They said he used his church office as a political 
platform to make “false, unfounded, and uncalled for" criticism. In a recent 
sermon, Kuria said land plots in Ngong Hills, just outside the city, were 
going to the rich instead of the poor, because of corruption. As a result. of 
public outcry about the allocations, including charges that civil servants and 
police officers profited by them, the national government nullified them. 


Ecumenism, refugees on agenda of Swiss synod | EPS. 84.12.22 
OLTEN (Switzerland) (EPS) - The fourth session of the Swiss Protestant Synod, 


here (16-18 November) focused on the needs and problems of refugees in the 
country, as well as offering encouragement to ecumenical dialogue, both among 
and within various Christian traditions. On the morning of the last day, the 
eucharist was celebrated ecumenically in the Old Catholic church building 
here, following the “Lima liturgy” prepared in connection with the 1982 
international, theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and 
ministry (BEM). 


Vatican relations with China, Czechoslovakia, Cuba EPS 84.12.23 
MANILA/VIENNA/ROME (EPS) - Reuter news agency reported (22 November) that 
following a visit to China, Manila Roman Catholic Archbishop Jaime Cardinal 
Sin said he had been told that if the “Patriotic Church [the government- 
recognized, independent Catholic church in China] liked to align itself with 
the Vatican, they [the authorities] would not object. Sin called that a 
“breakthrough.” The Austrian church news agency Kathpress reported (22 
November) that a leading Czechoslovak official (culture minister Miroslav 
Valek) indicated government readiness to “clarify ... relations” with the 
Vatican, which, he said, "have not been easy" of late. He also warned a 
meeting of Roman Catholic clergy associated with the government~recognized 
"Pacem in Terris" group against “reactionary circles of imperialism" who try 
to use the church and religion to “weaken and bring down socialism.” And the 
Italian Roman Catholic magazine “Christian Family" reported last month that 
the Vatican turned down a 1979 invitation to visit Cuba for fear it would 
split the church there. Last October, the pope suggested he would have 
visited Cuba during a 1983 Caribbean trip had there been an invitation. 


Iraq charges forced conversions EPS 84.12.24 
BAGHDAD (EPS) - Iraq said (26 November) that Iran was forcing captured Iraqi 


Christians to convert to Islam. Both countries, engaged in a protracted war, 
are mostly Muslim, though of different traditions. 


EPS 


Church committee on European migrants marks two decades EPS 84.12.25 


STRASBOURG (EPS) - The Brussels-based Committee of the Churches on Migrant 
Workers in Europe (CETMI) marked its 20th anniversary with a week-long 
colloquium and general assembly, here (21-27 October). - For the next three 
years, the group outlined three priorities: establishing an anti-racism 
programme in Europe, beginning or intensifying work with and for migrant 
women, and trying to help assure migrants the right to settle in countries in 
which they work. The next CETMI assembly is to be in Sicily in 1987. 


Chile church calls for day of fast, prayer EPS 84.12.26 
SANTIAGO (EPS) - The Roman Catholic archbishop here, Juan Francisco Fresno 
Larrain, called for a day of prayer and fasting (23 November) to protest 
political violence in the country. In a pastoral letter read in the country's 
Roman Catholic parishes the previous Sunday, Fresno said the country's ruler, 
Augusto Pinochet, risks excommunication if he does not end the violence. The 
Swiss church news agency Kipa reported that the day was widely observed, and 
included prayers for the poor, victims of violence, and the government. 


French Lutherans, Swiss Reformed meet EPS 4840 faded, 
LIEBFRAUENBERG/ESTAVAYER-LE-LAC (France/Switzerland) (EPS) = The First 


Consistory of the [Lutheran] Church of the Augsburg Confession in 
Alsace-Lorraine, approved (17-18 November) a statement of concern that current 
political discourse in France "tends, by its excesses and its violence, to 
pervert conditions of political life intolerably". Also on the consistory 
agenda were discussion on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM), and on 
problems related to the “economic crisis” in industrialized countries. In 
Switzerland, the synod of the Evangelical Reformed Church of Fribourg outlined 
priorities for the next four years, including relations with the cantonal 
(regional) government, encouragement for children to participate in the Lord's 
supper, organization of a church presence at professional schools. and 
colleges, and contacts with representatives of industry. 


Church of Sweden budget cut EPS 84.12.28 
STOCKHOLM (EPS) - The [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) reports it faces a 
shortfall of 12 million Swedish kronor in government grants, projected at 42 
instead of the 54 million it says it needs. Also putting a squeeze on church 
finances is a decision taken some years ago to exempt corporations from the 
church tax. Sture Johansson, general secretary of the SK central executive 
board, created in connection with a major reorganization of church structures 
(EPS 84.04.52), says they cannot begin operation as planned next month without 
the full 54 million kronor. Stren Eklund, special adviser to the government 
church affairs minister, says the government cannot release more money from 
its “Kyrkofonden" (church fund), but that the church is free to raise more 
money from voluntary contributions. 


Inter-Nordic disarmament conference EPS 84.12.29 
COPENHAGEN (EPS) - Most Nordic denominations planned to send representatives 


to an inter-Nordic conference on disarmament, here (17-18 November). 
Political figures from the five Nordic nations (Iceland, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Finland) were also involved. In advance of the meeting, retired 
Swedish Lutheran archbishop Olof Sundby said the church should consider a 
“nuclear-free zone in the Nordic countries as part of the disarmament process 
in Europe.” Sundby was principal organizer of last year's international Life 
and Peace Conference in Uppsala (EPS 83.05.02). In the wake of that 
conference, a Life and Peace Institute has been set up, with an international 
board to be appointed by the Swedish Ecumenical Council in the first part of 
next year. 


EPS 


Zimbabwe council sets up committees EPS 84.12.30 
HARARE (EPS) - At a meeting here (3 November), the Zimbabwe Christian Council 
inaugurated committees to deal with communication, project and development 
research coordination, education, urban and rural mission, faith and order, 
university chaplains, training for laity and women, family ministry, and 
youth. The heads of the ZCC member denominations were to meet (12-17 
November) to discuss, among other things, "biblical insights into church 
management", and the “ethics of food aid”. 


Theology teachers visit China EPS 84.12.31 
BEIJING (EPS) - About 20 theology teachers from Asia and Australia visited 
Chinese theological schools (9-22 November). Their visit was sponsored by the 
Association for Theological Education in Southeast Asia, in association with 
the World Council of Churches (theological education programme, PTE), 
Christian Conference of Asia, and the [US] Fund for Theological Education. 
PTE Director Samuel Amirtham said the visitors would “observe styles of doing 
theology in China today, and learn from the Chinese experience in theological 
education”. 


"Oppressed minority Christians” meet in Japan EPS 84.12.32 
KYOTO (EPS) — The first conference of “oppressed minority Christians in Japan 
(Koreans, Okinawans, Ainu [descendants of the people who lived in Japan before 
the Japanese came], and Buraku [descendants of social outcasts]) took place 
here (26-28 October). 


Quaker on 5000 yen note EPS 84.12.33 
TOKYO (EPS) — A Quaker appears on the new 5000 Japanese yen note, one of three 


honouring people who have made cultural contributions to the country. 
Pictured is Inazo Nitobe, once under-secretary of the League of Nations, and 
founder and president of Tokyo Women's Christian University. 


Japanese microchip hymn player EPS 84.12.34 
TOKYO (EPS) — A book-size, microchip hymn player is being marketed here, which 


includes more than 800 hymns from the two hymnals of the Kyodan (United Church 
of Christ in Japan). According to the advertising for it, one just enters the 
hymn number, sets the tempo and volume, chooses one of four tones (two reed 
organ, pipe organ, or clavichord), and pushes the start button. Among other 
things, say the makers, it is useful at “church meetings, outdoor worship, 
prayer group meetings in homes”, where hymns might otherwise have to be sung 
without musical accompaniment, which could mean “having the beginning pitch 
too high and having to strain your voice”. 


Danish church study underway EPS 84.12.35 
COPENHAGEN (EPS) - The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark reports that a 


study of the “character, range, and trend of development of the voluntary work 
done by organisations attached to the established church" is underway in 
connection with a major study of the established church, including the 
functioning of church councils and young people's attitudes about Christianity. 


Methodist court rules on gay clergy, inclusive language EPS 84.12.36 
CHICAGO (EPS) - The judicial council of the United Methodist Church ruled that 
the ordination as United Methodist ministers of self-avowed, practising 
homosexuals is impermissible as a result of action earlier this year by the 
UMC general conference [EPS 84.05.32]. However, the nine-member “supreme 
court” added that a bishop cannot refuse to appoint self-avowed practising 
homosexuals already ordained unless their annual conference has suspended or 
removed them from church Methodist membership. In another ruling, the council 
said another conference action does not require United Methodists to use 
"sexually inclusive language” when talking about God. 
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ECUVIEW/Din Dayal: “Church Union in India" Hessel. 37, 


[Dayal is deputy moderator of the Church of North India, and its bishop for 
Lucknow. This item appeared in longer form in the CNI monthly. The 
reference to the Joint Council is to a body linking the CNI, Church of South 
India, and Mar Thoma Church. ] 


--- One reason why [church] union movements are facing stiff opposition all 
over the world is that people are not happy with the present structures of the 
united churches. ... Various kinds of church union schemes have been tried, 
but the most successful models of union are found in our own country, namely, 
the Church of South India and the Church of North India. Therefore we are in 
a unique position to know from inside the shortcomings of our united churches. 


One great weakness of the two Indian models of union is their cumbersome, 
over-centralized structures. This is particularly so in the CNI. Though it 
is only 14 years old, the CNI is beginning to show signs of failure in its 
structure which discourages local initiative and sense of responsibility. We 
will have to overcome this inherent flaw. The church will have to reverse 
the process of over-centralization ... if it is to become a dynamic church. 


Furthermore, the two Indian models of union have not been able to create 
enthusiasm in the Mar Thoma Church. Church leaders and influential laymen of 
the Mar Thoma Church have indicated that they are afraid of losing their 
identity in a monolithic church even though it was their own late metropolitan 
who had given us the idea of [a united church in India]. 


Undoubtedly, we have reached an impasse. It seems that the Mar Thoma Church 
and some people in the CSI and the CNI would be quite happy to go on with the 
present Joint Council. The fact is that the Joint Council has remained an 
ineffective body with hardly any significant power or programme and the three 
churches have maintained their separate identity. Some leaders have 
Suggested that the Joint Council should invite its fellowship denominations 
such as the Methodist Church in India and the Lutheran churches. 


If the intention of these leaders is to have a larger fellowship of churches, 
then we might as well disband the Joint Council because we already have such a 
fellowship in the National Council of Churches. True, all the churches in 
the NCCI do not have communion fellowship. The churches in the Joint Council 
do enjoy closer fellowship because they are in communion with each other, but 
intercommunion can be had without a Joint Council, and a Joint Council or the 
National Council of Churches cannot take the place of a united church. 


In view of this, the task before the churches in the Joint Council may be 
defined as [follows: First,] the three churches should resolve to move 
beyond the present stage towards organic union. If the Mar Thoma Church is 
unwilling to lose its identity in the future Church of India, the remaining 
two ... should go ahead with negotiations without the Mar Thoma Church. The 
CSI and the CNI should appoint a negotiating committee without too much delay. 


The negotiating committee should be asked specifically to work out a new model 
of union which would allow much greater decentralization than at present. 
For instance, as suggested by some, the Church of India could have three or 
four regional synods and a general assembly for the whole church with very 
limited powers and functions. The real work could be assigned to regional 
synods and dioceses. Other interested churches could be invited to negotiate 
for union only at a later stage, maybe after the Church of India has been 
formed. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/M. Azariah: "Christians and the Caste System" EPS 84.12.38 


[Azariah is general secretary of the [United] Church of South India, in whose 
monthly this article appeared in longer form. ] 


... Nearly 75% of the membership of the church form the Christians of 
Scheduled Caste origin in our country. Even though Christianity entered 
India as early as 52 A.D. through the Apostle St Thomas, according to hallowed 
tradition, the same tradition includes that the membership of the St Thomas 
Christianity strictly confined itself to higher caste groups in the south- 
western coast of this country. 


Bishop Stephen Neil mentions in his book on ‘History of Christian Mission' 
that when Francis Xavier reached Cranganur about the year 1552 he learnt that 
there was about a 1,000,000-member Christian community on Malabar coast all 
drawn from higher castes. The bishop further says that only with the 
beginning of the Catholic mission in Goa region and later on in the Cape 
Comorin coastal region, were the lower castes of fishermen folk converted to 
the gospel of Christ. ... 


... It is quite clear the Christians of Scheduled Caste origin are 
discriminated against and oppressed by fellow Christians within the church for 
no fault of their own but the accident of birth, even when they are second, 
third or fourth generation Christians. The Christians of higher caste 
background who are in the minority in the church carry their caste prejudice 
even to the second, third, fourth or fifth generations as a part and parcel of 
their birthright and heritage from the Hindu background, unaffected by the 
Christian belief and practice. 


Ironically, even the oppressed outcaste Christians of Scheduled Caste origin 
carry their inferiority complex resignedly, accepting their inherited 
servility from the Hindu background having internalized the legitimising myths 
and beliefs in 'fate and Karma' that domesticate them into a ‘culture of 
silence’. Thus the problem with the Christians of Scheduled Caste origin is 
not only that they are discriminated against and looked down upon by their own 
fellow Christians but they themselves have acquiesced to their subordinate and 
servile status in society, even within the church society. Perhaps such was 
the condition of the people whom Jesus described as ‘sheep without the 
Shepherd' (Mark: 6-4), and as people not knowing the difference between the 
right hand and the left. 


Yet another serious problem with the Christians of Scheduled Caste origin is 
that they are divided among themselves into different sub-sects even as their 
parent community called the Scheduled Castes or untouchables is divided into 
hundreds of ‘Upajatis'. They observe caste discrimination against one 
another equally strongly if not more than the so-called upper caste. tS ape ee | 
classic example of the oppressed being ruled by the values of the oppressor. 


Thus for instance it is a sad spectacle to see the Christians of Andhra 
Pradesh mostly drawn from the Scheduled Castes polarized into sub-castes of 
Malas and Madhikas. ... This condition of lack of self-awareness and self- 
discrimination does not mean they lack intelligence or brain power. It only 
means that they were left with the need for developing leaders and leadership 
skills among them. 


The ... condition of the Christians of Scheduled Caste origin is nothing but 
the exact mirroring of the plight of Scheduled Caste groups at large in ... 
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Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


EPS schedule: The regular weekly deadline for EPS copy is Tuesday at noon, 
GMT. Because of holidays, travel, and/or special events, deadlines for the 
next issues are as follows (noon GMT unless otherwise noted): 


Friday 11 January (0800 GMT) 
Friday 18 January (0800 GMT) 
Tuesday 25 January 


New Caledonia: In light of the current situation in the French ‘Pacific 
territory, you may wish to refer to EPS items 84.03.67, 04.47, and 07.64. 


1984 EPS index: Since the annual EPS index is no longer mailed automatically, 
those who wish a copy and have not already requested one, should do so by 15 
January. It should reach you sometime in February. 


Family Profiles: Stories of Families in Transition is recently published by 
the WCC. Edited by Masamba Ma Mpolo, executive secretary for the WCC family 


education office, it includes stories from Australia, Canada, Finland, Ghana, 


- India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Mexico, New Zealand, Philippines, and Scotland. 
They “illustrate a wide range of family structures, but all of them tell a 


story of change, and, within it, the underlying search for stability and 
values.” The book costs 9.90 Swiss francs, 4.95 US dollars, or 3.25 UK pounds. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago; 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS-19 February 1960) - The WCC executive committee urged the 


nuclear powers to continue to work for an agreement for a total ban on atomic 
testing. 


SAN JOSE (Costa Rica) (EPS-5 February 1960) - Cuban evangelist Cecilio 
Arrastia said many Latin American denominations had no social conscience, and 
thought of evangelism as unrelated to the life of society. 


NEW YORK (EPS-5 February 1960) - Theologian Reinhold Niebuhr said “the trouble 
with nuclear pacifism is that it presents the possibility of sacrificing 
millions of people to let the Soviets win a wictory." He said nuclear 
deterrence is a “provisional source of peace” and preferable alternative to 
Soviet domination. 


LONDON (EPS-5 February 1960) - Artificial insemination by a donor (AID) was 
described as morally evil and socially harmful by a special English Anglican 
committee which studied the issue. 


JERUSALEM (EPS-19 February 1960) - Two fragments of ancient biblical scrolls 
with sixteen verses from Exodus 13 were discovered by Israeli archeologists in 
a cave in the Judean desert near the Dead Sea. 


TUTU GIVEN UNPRECEDENTED Ecumenical Press 


RECEPTION ON NOBEL PRIZE Service 84.12.39 
OSLO (EPS) - A broad alliance of church, labour, and social action groups 


combined to prepare an unprecedented reception for Anglican Bishop Desmond 
Tutu, here this month to receive the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize (EPS 84.10.69). 


‘A bomb scare disrupted the ceremony (10 November) and forced a 90-minute 
evacuation of the Oslo University hall where it was held. Tutu said he 
accepted the 1.65 million Swedish kronor prize “on behalf of my family ... the 
South African Council of Churches [of which he is general secretary] ... all 
in my motherland, ... those committed to the cause of justice, peace, and 
reconciliation everywhere. If God be for us," he asked, “who can be against 
us?” (EPS 84.12.51). He said he would use the money for an educational trust 
for young South African blacks. 


Tutu received his prize from Egil Aarvik, a former preacher, newspaper editor, 
and government minister, now president of the Norwegian Nobel Committee. 
Earlier, he met Norway's king and its foreign affairs minister. 


Norwegian tankers transport the bulk of South Africa's oil imports, and later 
in the week, Commerce and Shipping Minister Asbjgrn Haugstvedt said a 
government—appointed committee would soon recommend ways to reduce trade and 
shipping links with South Africa. He said the bishop "must in future be able 
to say that Norway is at the forefront on this matter." 


Following the ceremony, Tutu and his 17-person party set out on a whirlwind 
schedule, including two days in Sweden, before leaving Scandinavia a week 
later (1/7 December). One evening, an estimated 1,000 supporters marched 
through the center of the city to the hotel where Tutu, his wife, and three 
daughters were staying. Later, he addressed a torchlight rally on the 
university steps, and led the crowd in singing “We shall overcome." 


After his Nobel lecture and a reception hosted by Oslo's Lutheran bishop, 
Andreas Aarflot, Tutu preached at an ecumenical service in the Lutheran 
cathedral here. Then there was a large public gathering at the Folkets Hus 
("People's House'), sponsored by the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK), the 
Norwegian Trades Union Congress, and the Norwegian Council for Southern 
Africa. Hosts for the evenirg, which included artistic performances, dancing 
and speeches, were Aarflot and a leading Labour Party politician, Reiulf Steen. 


A poster series and a newspaper prepared by the NK Development Education 
Service and the Norwegian Ecumenical Committee for Southern Africa, have been 
sent out by the thousands, to congregations and groups all over the country. 


After two days in Sweden, for similar festivities, Tutu continued his journey 
through a wintry Norway, via the village of Elverum to Trondheim. There he 
was honoured in many ways, including an ecumenical service in the ancient 
Nidaros cathedral, together with Lutheran Bishop Kristen Kyrre Bremer. Other 
members of Tutu's party visited several other Norwegian towns and villages. 


Polish union leader Lech Walesa, the 1983 prize winner, invited Tutu to visit 
him in Gdansk. In his Nobel lecture, Tutu contrasted media attention to slain 
Polish priest Jerzy Popieluszko with lesser coverage of deaths of South 
African blacks. "I am glad that the death of one person can cause so much 
concern,” he said, “but in the self-same week ... the South African police 
kill 24 blacks who had been taking part in protests and 6,000 blacks are 
sacked for being similarly involved, and you are lucky to get that much cover." 


EPS 


CARDENAL EXPELLED BY JESUITS; Ecumenical Press 
WON'T RESIGN GOVERNMENT POST Service 84.12.40 


MANAGUA (EPS) - The Society of Jesus, the Roman Catholic religious order of 
Nicaraguan education minister Fernando Cardenal, dismissed him (4 December) 
for not obeying an order to resign his government post. Cardenal continues to 
be a priest. 


In a statement, Cardenal said "it would be a sin to abandon the people at a 
time they are being attacked militarily, economically, politically, and even 
by the press." He said he would “continue living like a religious man and, 
with the grace of God, I will try to continue maintaining celibacy. No one 
can take away my priesthood." 


The other three priests in the Nicaraguan government did not comment on the 
action. One of them, Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto, is a member of the 
Maryknoll order. 


A Vatican statement earlier this year (10 August) had sternly reiterated the 
general Roman Catholic rule which bars priests from holding political office. 
The four have said their work in the Sandinista government had been allowed by 
Vatican Secretary of State Augusto Cardinal Caseroli (EPS 84.03.77). 


EPS 
ENGLISH CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
PEOPLE POLLED Service 84.12.41 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - Just over half the church-going members of the 
[Anglican] Church of England believe that Jesus was raised bodily from the 
dead and that his virgin birth is a historical fact, according to a survey 
conducted by Gallup Poll for Church Society, the main Protestant Evangelical 
grouping within the denomination. 


But the survey was sharply criticized by Archbishop of York John Habgood as 
theologically inept and with “simplistic and confusing" questions. framed in 


ways that manipulate people's answers. Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie warned last month about survey “questions which really defy simple 
yes/no answers". He said church people would surely realize “it is morally 


open to them to decline to answer the questions asked rather than to assist an 
exercise which, in the end, may well mislead the general public about the 
religious beliefs and attitudes of church people. 


Comparative figures for church-going Roman Catholics and Anglicans were: 
bodily resurrection of Jesus, 72 and 52 percent respectively; virgin birth of 
Jesus, 81 and 53; gospel miracles as mostly historical facts, 52 and 31. 

The survey also found 80 percent of Anglicans and 90 percent of Roman 
Catholics favour unity talks between the two. Four of five church-going 
Anglicans favour allowing female priests and bishops, while half the 
church-going Roman Catholics said the Church of England should not allow that. 


Commenting on the findings, the society spoke of “the remarkable degree of 
orthodoxy amongst the ... clergy on the controverted points raised by Bishop 
David Jenkins" of Durham [EPS 84.09.36]. It noted the finding that on 
questions like the remarriage of divorced persons in church and the morality 
of homosexual acts, English Anglican clergy are more conservative than laity. 
"This contradicts the picture that is normally drawn of the Church of trendy 
clergymen who are more progressive and liberal than their people,” it said. 


EPS 


CONSULTATION EXPLORES Ecumenical Press 
ISSUES IN SPIRITUALITY Service 84.12.42 


ANNECY (France) (EPS) - A dozen people met here (3-8 December) to help launch 
an effort by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches to encourage an 
ongoing “search for a spirituality for our times." 


The group included two bishops (an Anglican from South Africa and an Eastern 
Orthodox from Greece), a Methodist active in healing ministry near Colombo 
(Sri Lanka), a Roman Catholic parish priest in a poor section of S46 Paulo 
(Brazil), an Eastern Orthodox church worker from Beirut (Lebanon), and a 
Reformed parish pastor from Seoul (South Korea). Other participants came from 
Argentina, Switzerland, [East] German Democratic Republic, and US. Other 
traditions present were Pentecostal and Moravian. 


Spirituality can refer to various aspects of the way in which a person's 
religious faith is lived out. The consultation, however, deliberately avoided 
defining the word. Rather, participants shared their “spiritual pilgrimages," 
and spent the week in plenary and small-group. discussions, Bible study, 
worship and prayer, and meals in common. In the end, they agreed on a 
15-sentence statement. A fuller account of their deliberations is to be ready 
in two months from the WCC sub-unit on renewal and congregational life. 


The group said the "question of spirituality” is “of urgency for all 
churches." It observed that “from widely divergent starting points, a sense 
of community grew, and an experience of the way the churches around the world 
have gifts of mutual correction, accountability and support to give each other 
in their common search for a spirituality for our times." It spoke of the 
“spiritual roots” of “materialism, violence, poverty, frustration, and the 
life-threatening forces which are distorting and crushing humanity. ... Our 
alienation from God and from one another, our idolatries,” it added, “have 
resulted in systemic evil." 


Participants highlighted various issues in spirituality, including "the 
relationship between individual spirituality and spirituality rooted in 
community, between proclaiming the gospel and solidarity with those in 
struggle, between moments of withdrawal and moments of engagement.” 


Referring to a contemporary “emptiness, a hunger for spirituality manifesting 
itself in a variety of forms," the group judged that "some of these 
expressions bear little relationship to the way of our Lord, the way of 
incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection." 


Participants said the church is "called to a costly spirituality that is 
Christ-centred and enables us to more effectively witness in the world. This 
inevitably demands constant conversion and ongoing formation and discipleship, 
is rooted in a life of prayer and of solidarity with the poor and oppressed, 
and leads to suffering. Encouraged and challenged by a community that is 
nourished by word and sacrament," they concluded, "this life is one of joy and 
hope in the risen Lord." 
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Albania criticized by Amnesty International EPS 84.12.43 


LONDON (EPS) - Amnesty International, based here, says in a new report (12 
December) that Albanians who practice their religion or criticize the 
government receive long sentences in labour camps. Religion in Albania was 
outlawed in 1967. At the time, Christians were a fifth of the population. 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE NAMES Ecumenical Press 


TSETSIS REPRESENTATIVE TO WCC Service 85.12.44 
GENEVA (EPS) - The [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate, based in 


Istanbul, has named George Tsetsis, 50, as its representative to the World 
Council of Churches, based here. From 1 January, he succeeds the retiring 
Metropolitan Emilianos (Timiadis) of Silibria. He has held the post for a 
quarter century. 


Tsetsis, 50, has been on the staff of the WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service for two decades, first as secretary for the Middle 
East, then (since 1978) as its deputy director. A priest, Tsetsis' title is 
“Very Reverend Grand Protopresbyter.” 


At a farewell luncheon for Emilianos given by the WCC, its vice-moderator, 
Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myra, also a bishop of the patriarchate, 
presented him with a patriarchal cross in recognition of his "fruitful and 
successful services.” 


EPS 
Indian [Oriental] Orthodox open centre EPS 84.12.45 
NEW DELHI (EPS) - In a four-day (22-25 November) series of liturgies, 


presentations, discussion forums, receptions, and public meetings, the Indian 
[Oriental] Orthodox Church opened a major centre building complex here, to, 
among other things, house church offices and a training centre in social 
development work. Construction took three years, with substantial overseas 
financial support, notably from the US and Federal [West] Germany. The 
complex.is surrounded by groups of poor people living in tents, barracks, or 
in the open air. Indian Orthodox Catholicos Mar Thoma and Indian Vice 
President Sri R. Venkataraman took part in the inauguration festivities. 


Naude accepts South African council post EPS 84.12.46 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Dutch Reformed theologian Beyers Naude has decided to 


accept the offer that he be interim general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches for a two-year period beginning next 1 February (EPS 
84.12.09). He succeeds 1984 Nobel Peace Prize winner Desmond Tutu, who 
resigned to become the Anglican bishop here. 


Spanish denominations weigh baptism recognition EPS 84.12.47 
MADRID (EPS) - Governing bodies of Spain's Roman Catholic, Reformed Episcopal 


(Anglican) and Evangelical (Reformed) denominations have been sent ecumenical 
proposals that each agree to recognize baptisms performed under the auspices 
of the others. Formal efforts toward that end began in 1977. 


Swiss won't expel Tamils EPS 84.12.48 
BERNE (EPS) - The Swiss government has announced that it will not, after all, 


move to deport Tamil refugees in the country, a proposal which drew strong 
objections from Swiss church groups. The unsettled conditions in the country 
were cited as reasons. 


Caribbean Conference of Churches consults on regional issues EPS 84.12.49 
GEORGETOWN (Guyana) (EPS) - The Barbados-based Caribbean Conference of 


Churches held a consultation here (18-21 November) on the theme "ministry in a 
new decade." About 100 people from 30 denominations and 34 countries in the 
region attended to discuss "issues facing the region and to discern what the 
Spirit may be saying to the churches." 
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ARGENTINE, UK CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
MEET ON FALKLANDS/MALVINAS Service 84,12.50 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The UK was urged to resume negotiations with 
Argentina over the Falkland/Malvina islands in the South Atlantic when the 
first delegation of Argentinian church people to visit Britain since the 1982 
war between the two countries addressed the semi-annual assembly of the 
British Council of Churches, meeting here (26-28 November). 


“Any agenda for negotiations has to be an open agenda and cannot exclude the 
question of sovereignty because it is the core of the conflict", said José 
Miguez Bonino, an Argentinian Methodist theologian in the 10-person group from 
the Argentinian Consultative Council of Churches, 


"If the theme of Sovereignty is not present, what are we going to talk about?" 


asked another visitor, Lutheran Pastor Ricardo Pietrantonio. He did not 
regard the islanders’ well-being as a sufficient reason for the British 
government's refusal to discuss sovereignty. He said there must be other, 


geopolitical reasons, and added he is very worried the islands will be part of 
future East-West confrontation. 


Pietrantonio emphasized the Argentinian tradition of allowing colonists to 
develop freely in their own way. He said even though the islanders might not 
know it, in future it would be beneficial for them to be integrated into a 
bigger country. He also pleaded that Argentinians be allowed to visit graves 
of their relatives on the islands, perhaps under the supervision of the 
International Red Cross. 


In the debate that followed, Andrew Morton (Church of Scotland) said the 
dispute would only be resolved by negotiation. He said this should involve 
all three parties with a direct interest - UK, Argentina and the islanders. 
He agreed with the Argentinians that the agenda must include the key issue of 
sovereignty. Bernard Green (Baptist Union), argued that the the UK cannot 
afford a "Fortress Falklands” policy, which, he said, threatens and 
destabilizes the South Atlantic and cannot be sustained indefinitely. 


The [Anglican] Archbishop of York, John Habgood, stressed that any 
negotiations would have to be a two-stage affair - rebuilding of trust 
followed by a search for a political solution. He asked why hostilities 
could not be officially declared at an end by the Argentinians. He was not 
satisfied with the answer that hostilities were never officially started. He 
said some Argentinian move is necessary for real talks to start. 


In a debate on immigration at the assembly, the council urged changes in what 
it described as discriminatory laws currently in effect in the UK. It urged 
the government to grant a new, comprehensive, and well-publicized amnesty to 
illegal immigrants who have made the UK their home. It also urged changes to 
make it easier for families to be reunited. 


EPS 


Namibian church leaders warn on conscription, civil war EPS 84.12.51 
WINDHOEK (Namibia) (EPS) - Leaders of Namibia's Lutheran, Roman Catholic, 
Anglican, Methodist, and Reformed (UCCSA) denominations denounced (10 
December) South African moves to establish compulsory military registration 
and conscription in this country, which it controls. They said the plans make 
civil war more likely. About four Namibians in five belong to the 
denominations of the signers of the statement. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "A New Ecumenical Vision for Asia” EPS 84.12.52 


[This item is excerpted from a "summary of the thinking of the participants” 
in the Eighth Asian Ecumenical Course, sponsored by the Christian Conference 
of Asia, in Hong Kong, 18 June-6 July. Participants came from New Zealand, 
Australia, Bangladesh, Burma, Hong Kong, Indonesia, India, Japan, Korea, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. ] 


In evaluating ecumenical structures the following questions need to be asked: 
What is the concept of ecumenism expressed by this structure? It is adequate? 
What was the context in which this structure emerged? Why did it develop 
this way? For whom does it exist? The ultimate purpose of any ecumenical 
structure is to be a vehicle for doing God's will so that the Kingdom may 
come. Therefore ecumenical structures must: 


- be catalysts for change, transforming people and churches in the mission of 
the Kingdom in that place 

- reach out to all Christian groups to bring them to the realization of their 
unity in the mission of Christ for the world 

- participate with people of other faiths in fulfilling this mission 

- seek to reflect the inclusiveness of God's creative love 

- not be hierarchical but people-based 

- be just in the distribution of representation 

- be seen as functional and temporary, seeking to serve a purpose for that 
time in that context 

- be dynamic, allowing for growth, and flexible, allowing for change 

- be listening and learning from the context in which it exists 

- seek to enlist persons of commitment, sensitivity, awareness and competence 
for leadership 

- effectively communicate the ecumenical vision in that place. 


EPS 
ECUVIEW/Desmond Tutu: "Reflections on the Nobel Peace Prize” EPS 84.12.53 
[These are parts of Tutu's Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech (EPS 84,12.39).] 


New hope has sprung in the breasts of many as a result of this prize, the 
mother watching her child starve in a Bantustan homeland resettlement camp, or 
one whose flimsy plastic covering was demolished by the authorities in a 
squatter camp in Cape Town, the man emasculated by the pass laws as he lived 
for 11 months in a single hostel, the student receiving an inferior education, 
the activist languishing in a consulate or solitary confinement cell, being 
tortured because he thought he was human and wanted that God-given right 
recognized, the exile longing to kiss the soil of her much loved motherland, 
the political prisoner watching the days of a life sentence go by like the 


drip of a faulty tap... 


A new hope has been kindled in the breasts of millions who are voiceless, 
oppressed, dispossessed, tortured by powerful tyrants, lacking elementary 
human rights in Latin America, in southeast Asia, the Far East, in many parts 
of Africa and behind the Iron Curtain ... 


How wonderful, how appropriate that this award is made today, 10 December, UN 
Human Rights Day. It says more eloquently than anything else that this is 
God's world and that he is in charge, that our cause is a just cause and that 
we will attain human rights in South Africa and everywhere in the world. We 
shall be free in South Africa and everywhere in the world. ... 
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ECUTEXT: "Peace and Justice in North-East Asia” EPS 84.12.54 


[This item is excerpted from a report of the findings and recommendations of 
an "ecumenical consultation on peace and justice in north-east Asia: 
prospects for peaceful resolution of conflicts”. The meeting, 29 October-2 
November near Tokyo, brought together 65 church leaders from 20 countries in 
Asia, the Pacific, the Middle East, Latin America, Europe, and North 
America. The group was invited by the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, part of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


[Involved in preparations for the meeting were representatives of the 
Christian Conference of Asia, the National Christian Council in Japan, the 
National Council of Churches in Korea, and the three WCC members headquartered 
in Korea (Korean Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church in the Republic of 
Korea, Presbyterian Church of Korea). In addition, the governments of North 
and South Korea were informed. Christians from China and North Korea were 
unable to attend. 


[The full text is available from WCC/CCIA, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 

Besides the introduction and conclusion, it includes nine sections - a zone of 
tension, Korea: the focus of tension, the human cost of division, the armed 
divide, the forces of division, new openings?, some tasks for the churches 


(including two sub-sections - information and contacts with North Korea), the 
churches’ contribution to peace-making, and developing ecumenical strategies 
to support the life and witness of churches in north-east Asia. These last 


two sections make up this EPS item. ] 

The Churches’ Contribution to Peace-making 

a a , © Jy 

Essential to the mission of the church is to help the suffering, to strengthen 


the weak, to defend the poor and oppressed peoples, to give voice to the 
aspirations of those deprived of their own voices, to be reconcilers and to 


promote unity. In Korea, the insights gained especially over the last decade 
of the churches' engagement in the struggle for human rights and democracy 
have clarified their understanding of the churches' whole mission. In 


seeking to be faithful to their mission, the churches must be attentive to the 
people's aspirations for peace, justice and reconciliation. They must not be 
paralysed by the seeming unattainability of these goals, but move forward step 
by step with faith and hope. Among the initiatives which could now be taken 
are: 


HUMANITARIAN CONCERNS: The churches’ should promote efforts to facilitate 
contacts between families separated as a result of the division of Korea. To 
this end, the long experience and expertise of the WCC should be used, 
co-operation with the International Committee of the Red Cross should be 
strengthened, the good offices of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
sought, and the engagement of the movement of non-aligned nations in this 
matter explored. The solution of humanitarian problems is important in 
itself, but should also be seen as a step towards dealing with the larger 
political issues where the good offices of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations may again be a useful instrument. 


PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN DISCUSSIONS ON UNIFICATION: International ecumenical 
support for the efforts of the churches in Korea to assert the right of the 
people to participate fully in discussions on matters contributing to 
unification should be intensified. One means to this end could be a 
consultation similar to this one to be held in Korea. 


(over) 


North-East Asia/2 


LEARNING FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF OTHERS: A beginning has been made at this 
consultation in learning from the experiences and insights of others in 
overcoming isolation, separation and the imposition of restrictions on 
churches and other religious bodies. Similarly, the struggles of churches 
elsewhere for peace and justice have been shared in ways which shed light on 
the struggles going on in north-east Asia. Ways should be found to continue 
this dialogue with churches which have the experience of living and witnessing 
within socialism ... 


OVERCOMING ENEMY IMAGES: The churches of north-east Asia continue to be vic- 
tims of exaggerations and distortions of the realities of neighbouring peo- 
ples, separated parts of their own people and even fellow citizens. Particu- 
lar attention needs to be given ... to overcoming stereotypes, prejudice, 
imposed enemy images, inflammatory anti-imperialist rhetoric, and facile 
anti-communism which do not recognize the humanity of [one's opponents]. 


INCREASING THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN AND YOUTH: ... The struggles of women 
against ... oppression must be recognized and supported. ... 


STEMMING THE ARMS RACE: Churches in countries selling or otherwise providing 
arms to north-east Asia should redouble their efforts to stem the flow, 
particularly of nuclear weapons. The rapid escalation of the nuclear arms 
race in north-east Asia and the introduction into the region of new, 
destabilizing strategic nuclear weapons increase the threat to the peoples of 
the area and to world peace. ... [Japan] is the only place nuclear weapons 
have been used in war, and we are grateful for the challenge to the world of 
the survivors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki who for decades have borne witness to 
the folly and horror of nuclear war. We appreciate the engagement of the 
churches of the two major powers to freeze and reverse the nuclear arms race 
--- More effective co-operation should be developed, for example, between 
churches and peace movements in North America and Europe, and those in Japan. 


Developing Ecumenical Strategies 


Although the consultation chose to concentrate on the volatile and unstable 
situation in Korea, the other countries of north-east Asia were seen to 
deserve attention in their own right. An ecumenical strategy for peace and 
justice in the region must include close monitoring of developments which 
could escalate latent and actual conflicts in Hong Kong, Taiwan and Japan. 


As the people of Hong Kong prepare for reversion into the People's Republic of 
China in 1997, concerns for religious liberty and hopes for true participation 
in the political life of their society are being openly discussed. The 
ecumenical movement needs to support the churches and people of Hong Kong as 
they enter a period of transition. ... 


The right to self-determination and other human rights have been a major 
preoccupation of the churches and people in Taiwan. ... The ecumenical 
fellowship must be particularly alert to their needs and explore possibilities 
for enhancing the aspirations of the people of Taiwan. 


In Japan, the churches and Christians have joined with other sectors of 
society actively to combat growing militarization and restrictions on human 
rights affecting minority groups. Although Christians in Japan are 
themselves a small minority, they have effectively challenged the shaping of 
the Japanese identity based on its role as an economic and military power. ... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: “WCC Officers' Statement on International Youth Year" EPS 84.12.55 


[This text was released by the officers of the World Council of Churches after 
their December meeting in Geneva. ] 


The United Nations Organization has declared 1985 the International Youth Year 
(IYY) with the view of bringing the problems and aspirations of young people 
everywhere to the forefront of international concern. The themes chosen are 
"Participation, Development and Peace’. 


The themes highlight some of the crucial areas of human life that have direct 
bearing on the present and future of young people. For even though youth 
constitute the majority of the human community and play a significant role in 
the worldwide struggle for justice, peace, and human dignity, major decisions 
that affect their life and future are often taken without consideration of 
their specific needs and aspirations. 


The Pain and the Promise: 


Within the growing process of militarization of many societies it is youth who 
are subjected to repression and political manipulation. They are often the 
first victims of social conflicts, religious fanaticism, racism, and of the 
Systematic violations of human rights. 


The widespread unemployment and the continuing decline in health care, housing 
and education in many societies affect youth most. Particularly vulnerable 
are rural youth, young refugees and migrants, young women and youth of 
minority groups. Youth populate the prisons in disproportionate numbers; 
nations spill their blood in their senseless wars. Understandably, many 
young people either out of anger and frustration or as a result of apathy, 
pessimism and despair, turn to crime and drug abuse. 


And yet, youth are the bearers of hope for the future. They are at the heart 
of the movements struggling for justice and against the threat of nuclear 
war. As those who have so much to contribute to and gain from policies that 
bring about justice, peace, and the preservation of the earth, many have given 
even their lives in the struggles against militarism, racism and systems that 
subjugate and oppress the people. This agonising search and struggle was 
also voiced at the VI Assembly [of the WCC] in Vancouver by youth from all 
parts of the world: ‘We want PEACE: not as the doctrine of National Security 
defines it: repression, covert violence, the absence of war, BUT as God's 
shalom built on social justice’. 


The Church as Community: 


The International Youth Year offers a fresh opportunity for the churches to 
make a conscious examination of their life as community - the body of Christ - 
where every part contributes to the total life, and where all are held 
together in mutual relationship and honour (I Corinthians £254 It is also 
significant that in the scriptures, age has not been a barrier in God's call 
to persons to play crucial roles in the life of the people of God. David was 
called to lead the nation in his youth, and young Jeremiah was given the task 
to prophesy ‘over the nations and over the kingdoms ... to root out and to 
pull down ... to build and to plant' (Jeremiah Lauh). Many young persons 
have drawn inspiration from the fact that Mary, the young woman was chosen to 
be the bearer of the ‘one who would save his people’ and that Jesus' own life 
and ministry were accomplished while he was a young man. . 


(over) 


youth year statement/2 


Indeed, God has used young people to bring about renewal within church and 
society; they keep alive the hope and vision without which nations perish; 

with their future lying ahead of them they represent the ‘'new' that God would 
do among the peoples. They are the assurance of the continuity of Christian 
witness and the sign of the promise that God will renew the face of the earth'. 


The Churches and the IYY: 


The WCC celebrates the fact that youth and youth movements were among the 
pioneers of the modern ecumenical movement. The IYY provides a unique 
opportunity to focus on young people, their commitment to the ecumenical 
movement, especially the search for expression of Christian unity in local 
situations, and in the many struggles for justice around the world. The WCC 
programmes during the IYY are mobilizing young people in all regions to share 
experiences, issues, and concerns with one another, to establish and 
strengthen relationship with churches and ecumenical groups, and to strengthen 
the network of ecumenical youth around the world. In many countries 
Christian young people are actively collaborating with young people of other 
faiths in the struggle for participation, development, and peace, and face the 
same problems and challenges. The experience of this mutual engagement 
across cultures and traditions would, we hope, deepen the commitment of youth 
and the churches to confront some of the issues that face youth today. We 
call upon the churches to: 


(a) encourage the ministry of young people in all aspects of church life and 
to enable new generations to grow up in the faith; 


(b) examine cultural factors in church and society which exclude young people 
from the life of the community, especially in reference to decision-making; 


(c) search in partnership with young people new ways to express their faith, 
vision, enthusiasm, and idealism in meaningful action; 


(d) support and strengthen young people in the service of Christ for justice 
and peace expressed in their involvement in movements that work towards these 
ends; 


(e) actively seek solutions to the social problems which especially affect 
youth, such as unemployment, racial discrimination, sexism, military service, 
and violation of human rights. 


EPS 
ECUTEXT: "A Middle East Partnership" EPS 84.12.56 


[This item is excerpted from a statement by representatives of 10 “overseas 
partner agencies" (among them the World Council of Churches) of the 
Beirut-based Middle East Council of Churches. ] 


-.. We recognize how serious these [challenges to Christian communities in 
Lebanon] are, but are encouraged by the ability of so many to maintain a 
spirit of hope amidst the pressures. We call upon the worldwide church to 
uphold and affirm the churches of Lebanon and the wider Middle East as they 
seek to follow Christ's way of reconciling love and sacrificial service. We 
affirm our support for the MECC's [work and] main priority - to work for the 
renewal of the faith, life and service of the churches of the Middle East. ... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT/Philip Potter: "1984 Christmas Message" BESO od cece, 


[Potter leaves the World Council of Churches this month after 12 years as its 
general secretary. ] 


Christmas is the message of God's joyful revelation of himself in Christ to 
all the people. The news of the birth of Jesus was given first to peasants 
tending their flock in the night. They were despised by the religious 
leaders, because their occupation prevented them from observing regularly the 
many practices required by the Law. And yet, it was to these people that the 
angel came and said: 


Be not afraid; for behold I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be a sign for you; you will find a babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger (Luke 2:10-12). 


Moreover, the shepherds heard a celestial song of praise: "Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace among those on whom his favour rests” (Luke 
Eg 


The astonishing thing is that, between the announcement of the birth of the 
Saviour and the song of glory to God and peace on earth, there is given the 
sign of a baby born in a stable and lying in a manger, The shepherds did not 
stop to argue how God could speak to them in this way by his messenger, or how 
it was possible that the promised Saviour, Messiah and Lord should come and 
share their wretched lot, or how the praises sung by choirs in the temple 
could be heard under the open sky by simple people. No. They just went to 
see for themselves and, having seen the baby with Mary and Joseph, they 
proceeded to tell their story to all around them and to glorify God. They 
had open ears, discerning minds, believing hearts and ready tongues to witness 
and to sing praise to God. 


The story of the shepherds is a constant reminder that Christmas is the 
festival of the people. Incarnation is God's offering of Himself to and for 
the people. It is indeed significant that God's decisive coming in Jesus 
took place among the poorest of the poor and as a helpless child. Though 
despised in the eyes of the religious leaders, the shepherds belonged to and 
were an inalienable part of the covenant people of God - those whom God 
liberated from the slavery in Egypt; people chosen to live out God's Law and 
to be the messengers of God's covenant with all peoples whom he made in his 
own image. Thus throughout Israel's turbulent history of oppression, both 
within and from outside by other nations, the prophets kept alive the hope 
that God would “proclaim peace to the nations” (Zechariah 9:10). The prophet 
Zechariah heard the word of God to the people: 


Sing and rejoice, 0 daughter of Zion; for behold, I come and I will 
dwell in the midst of you, says the Lord. And many nations shall 
join themselves to the Lord in that day, and shall be my people; 
and I will dwell in the midst of you ... (Zechariah 2:10-11). 


Today, in our world of nearly five billion people, the vast majority cry out 
in hope to be delivered from oppression within themselves and inflicted upon 
them. They yearn to be liberated from fear, death and the threat of death; 
from poverty and exploitation of every kind; from a loss of meaning in 
life. They make their own the preamble to the Charter of the United Nations 
adopted in 1945: 


(over) 


Potter: Christmas Message/2 
WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS DETERMINED 


to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice 
in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to humankind, and 


to reaffirm faith in fundamental -human rights, in the dignity and 
worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women 


and of nations large and small, and 


to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the 
obligations arising from treaties and other sources of inter- 
national law can be maintained, and 


to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger 
freedom ... 


It is this awakened consciousness of people everywhere for freedom to be 
themselves and to be free for one another in mutual trust, justice and peace 
which is the most significant new fact of our time. In every part of the 
world people are asserting their right to be fully human in themselves and 
with one another. They no longer accept passively things as they are. They 
are, whether they express it or not, determined to struggle for peace, that 
is, the well-being of all on earth. 


This Christmastide we rejoice that there are many who, like the shepherds of 
old, gladly accept the good news of the coming of Jesus as the one who would 
save then. In the midst of powers that deny life, they cling to and stand by 
the life offered in Christ. They hear anew in the story of Jesus the offer 
of fulness of life to the wretched of the earth - the poor, the hungry, the 
Sick in body and spirit. They see in him the offer of hope for the 
marginalized and for those who, by their selfishness, greed and.lust for 
power, have marginalized themselves from true life. 


As they hear and read the story, they encounter Jesus, who in his powerless- 
ness faced the religious and political leaders fearlessly, even unto death, 
and whom God raised again in power to unconquerable life. And they live out 
this message by sharing their very lives and what they have with one another. 


In their weakness they challenge the forces of evil. In their sufferings 
they rejoice and create new songs of praise and thanksgiving to God. It is 
these who are the true bearers of the message of Christmas. For they bear it 
in word and deed, in faith, hope and love, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


Whatever our rank or status may be in church, community or state, our ability 
to grasp the message of Christmas depends on our readiness to discern God's 
decision to become Immanuel - God with us as the whole human race. Like the 
shepherds of long ago, there are many humble and courageous Christians around 
the world who are able to discern him in the way he chose and chooses to come. 


May we have the same humility and courage to discern him and to let him be 
born in our hearts, and so bear him in love to all peoples near and far, to 
the glory and praise of God and for the peace of the world. 
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Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


EPS schedule: The regular weekly deadline for EPS copy is Tuesday at noon, 
GMT. Because of holidays, travel, and/or special events, deadlines for the 


next issues (noon GMT unless otherwise noted) are: 


Friday ll January (0800 GMT) 
Friday 18 January (0800 GMT) 
Tuesday 25 January 


New Caledonia: In light of the current situation in the French Pacific 
territory, you may wish to refer to EPS items 84.03.67, 04.47, and 07.64. 


1984 EPS index: Since the annual EPS index is no longer mailed automatically, 
those who wish a copy and have not already requested one, should do so by 15 
January. It should reach you sometime in February. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-I2II Geneva) has the following material available to journalists on request: 


Kampuchea Food Crisis Appeal (10 December): The appeal is for 
250,000 US dollars because of this year's drought and floods in 
the country. Rice yields are much lower than expected, standing 


crops have been damaged severely, and new rice plantings have been 
delayed, or failed altogether. 


Ethiopia Appeal Extension (13 December): The appeal is for 7 million 
US dollars Mia faith, against all odds, being one of the largest single 
CICARWS appeals ever.” A general assessment of the food situation in 
the country indicates that “with thousands starving to death already, 


the outlook is desperate. The year 1985 will be worse, despite all 
efforts undertaken already.” 


EPS readership survey: A compilation of the raw data of the recent EPS 
readership survey is available on request. A narrative report and reflections 
on highlights of the results, together with an outline of changes and 
directions they suggest for EPS should be available by next March. 


Guest editor: Monique McClellan, producer of the international, ecumenical 
audio news and feature service Intervox, is guest editor for the second 1985 
issue of EPS. 


In EPS 84.12.39, change the date in the fourth line to 10 December. 
In EPS 84.12.40, change the name at the end to to Agostino Cardinal Casaroli. 


Ecupast -— News from EPS 25 years ago: 


WASHINGTON (EPS-26 February 1960) - Following strong protests from the [US] 
National Council of Churches, the US air force deleted references to 
communists in US churches in a training manual for reserve officers. Among 
the deleted references: "Communists and communist fellow travelers have 
successfully infiltrated our churches,” and "It is well known that even the 
pastors of certain of our churches are card-carrying communists.” 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
SENDS TEAM TO VISIT ETHIOPIA Service 84.12.59 


GENEVA (EPS) - A five-person delegation left here (18 December) for Addis 
Ababa on a “pastoral visit to the member churches in Ethiopia, in solidarity 
with the whole of the Ethiopian people at this time of great need", according 
to Walter Makhulu, Anglican archbishop of Central Africa, a WCC president, and 
head of the delegation. 


With him were church and church agency representatives (Walter Arnold, Alfred 
Schmid, and C.I. Itty), plus WCC emergencies officer Nico Keulemans. The two 
WCC members in Ethiopia are the Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church and the 
Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus. 


Last month, Catholic Relief Services granted the EOC 17 million US dollars in 
food, transportation, and delivery costs to combat hunger. Shortly before the 
WCC's team left, its inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) announced an appeal 
for seven million US dollars for tents, water supplies, and operational costs 
as a supplement to the CRS grant. 


EPS 
VARIOUS ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
DIALOGUES CONTINUE Service 84,12.60 


GENEVA (EPS) — Among the ecumenical dialogues taking place in recent months 
were the 10th in 25 years between the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church and 
the Evangelical Church in [West] Germany (EKD), which groups the country's 
United, Lutheran, and Reformed Landeskirchen (regional denominations). For 
the first time, representatives of the Lutheran denominations in the Soviet 
republics of Latvia and Estonia were present. The theologians met in Kiev, 
and agreed that some form of supervision and oversight (episkope) is 
“absolutely necessary" in the church. There were differing views about its 
nature and practice. 


The seventh meeting between representatives of the EKD and the [Eastern 
Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate took place in Kavala (Greece), where the 
apostle Paul first stepped on European soil. Theme of the meeting was “the 
preaching of the gospel and the celebration of the eucharist." 


Another sort of dialog, on economic and social issues affecting Latin America, 
took place in Buenos Aires between EKD representatives and those from seven 
Latin American denominations —- Evangelical (IELP), Reformed, Evangelical 
Methodist, United Evangelical Lutheran, Waldensian, Anglican, and Disciples. 
A continuation of the dialog is projected for next year, along with a parallel 
series of talks involving pharmaceutical companies about drug supplies in 
southern Latin America. 


In Australia, the third in a series of conversations between the Uniting 
Church and the Greek [Eastern] Orthodox archdiocese agreed that baptism is 
unrepeatable, and that the real mystery of Christ present to his people in the 
eucharist has the effect of “constituting them as his people who participate 
in his kingdom, the renewal of creation and impelling them in mission." A 
discussion of ministry, on which there was less agreement, is to be pursued 
next year. 


EPS 


EKD SURVEYS GERMAN Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP Service 84,12.61 


[This item is abridged and adapted from the December EKD Bulletin. ] 


HANNOVER (EPS) - The Evangelical Church in [West] Germany (EKD), which groups 
the country's United, Lutheran, and Reformed Landeskirchen (regional 
denominations), has surveyed EKD members and- found, among other things, that 
while opinions of the church are generally still “surprisingly positive”, the 
trend towards leaving the church, which began in the 1960s, continues. 


The new survey suggests that the attitude of West German Protestants towards 
church membership is one of hovering indecision, because although they 
consider themselves Christians, their lives do not fit in with what the church 
expects of a Christian. They have great respect for the church and in 
particular the clergy as its representatives, and by no means deny that it is 
an important institution, from which they expect much in many areas. 


In comparison with the first EKD survey a decade ago, the increase in support 
for church aid for the Third World is striking. However, though three EKD 
members in four support it, only half say they are prepared to give for it. 


A majority favours support for the peace movement. Reservations about 
involement in politics expressed elsewhere in the survey do not seem to apply 
here. People apparently associate peace with traditional Christian ethics to 
such an extent that peace-promoting activities are seen primarily as a way of 
communicating to and impressing upon the public one of the central values of 
Christianity. 


Hardly any EKD members agree that it is part of being a Christian to go to 
church fairly regularly, read the Bible and seek fellowship in a local 
congregation. But they expect the church to interpret Christian teachings in 
a modern way; do something for the poor, old, disabled, and weak; become 
involved in relieving social needs; and help individuals in personal crisis. 
Being a Christian means to them primarily trying to live a decent and 
responsible life guided by their conscience. ‘ 


What kind of relationship do these people have with the church? They accept 
church membership as a framework within which they find themselves and wish to 
live, as a background against which they can understand themselves, their 
lives and their social relations. The church is seen as having an important 
role to play in marginal areas of adult life such as education and old age, 
sickness and personal crisis; and it also has a significance for such people 
when they come to the major milestones of life - birth, marriage and death. 


The pastor is seen as a specialist in the things which make the church what it 
is, that is, the contents of faith and the relationship between the social 
functions of the church and what has been handed down to us about Jesus 
Christ. The pastor is supposed to give a modern interpretation to this 
relationship. The pastor's high standing is partly based on the fact that he 
or she does (or should) personify something which ordinary church members do 
not generally commit themselves to. 


Some suggest that in the survey results, the EKD is to some extent reaping 


what it has sown itself, for it may be just a logical extension of a 
theological view which stresses that it is each individual's decision, 


conscience, faith and discipleship which count. In that sense, most EKD 
members are claiming the freedom to be uncommitted. 
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FAMILY PLANNING IN Ecumenical Press 
KENYA PROMPTS DEBATE Service 84.12.62 


NAIROBI (EPS/Charles Maingi) - The Roman Catholic Church in Kenya is finding 
itself in a controversial position regarding the issue of family planning. 
Though not wanting to appear opposed to government efforts to curb the 
country's rapid population increase, among the world's highest, it is not 
ready to compromise on its stand against artificial family-planning methods. 


The current controversy erupted when Kenya's Roman Catholic bishops published 
an ad in newspapers condemning sterilization camps conducted by the Family 
Planning Association of Kenya, a non-governmental organization whose efforts 
are fully supported by the government. According to the bishops, the 
family-planning camps at Kiambu, Nakuru, and Kisumu towns aim at “destroying 
the fertility af. 900 women, making them permanently sterile". Said the 
bishops: "The approach of the camps is an insult to the women and men of 
Kenya, a violation of human dignity.” They urged Kenyans to reject this 
approach to fertility control, recommending instead “natural methods" which 
they said are effective and promote family peace and harmony. 


The association quickly and angrily responded to the bishops' charges. Its 
executive director, Priscilla Echaria, accused the bishops of misleading 
Kenyans, She said God created human beings able to decide what is healthy 
and the kind of life best for them. She said the 900 women in question had 
decided that they wanted to have no more children. 


The association was joined by others in attacking the church stand. In an 
editorial, the “Kenya Times", daily newspaper published by the ruling party, 
said: "No matter what language of religious moralism we may wish to use in 


discussing the problem, the truth remains that Kenya's population growth rate 
is unrealistic and must be curbed forthwith for the sake of the nation's 


future. The population bomb keeps ticking away by the second and its 
explosion will be enough to wipe out all respectable human institutions, 


including the church itself." 


Kenya's vice-president, Mwai Kibaki, himself a Roman Catholic, proved even 


tougher. He told journalists here that nonsensical political or religious 
ideologies should not be allowed to curb the immediate implementation of 
family planning programmes in Africa. He said “a few people have recently 


tried to divert and confuse the public by advocating that family planning is 
not necessary and is against religious ethics, but we have to tell such people 
in no uncertain terms that we have no ... time to entertain such arguments." 


He noted that Mexico, a predominantly Roman Catholic country, launched family- 
planning programmes four years ago which had reduced population growth from 
almost 3 per cent to 1.5 per cent. Contended Kibaki therefore: "If a 
country which is wholly Roman Catholic can do such a magnificent feat, what 
other arguments, religious or political are we going to use in avoiding the 
urgent implementation of family planning in our countries?” 


Nonetheless, the Roman Catholic leadership has remained firm in its position. 
And leaders of two other major denominations in the country, Reformed [PCEA] 
and Anglican, have also voiced some reservations about aspects of the 
country's family planning efforts. 
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WORLD CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
MARK CHRISTMAS TIME Service 84.12.63 


GENEVA (EPS) - World leaders of various Christian traditions have marked the 
Advent and Christmas season with messages. Here, General Secretary Carl Mau 
of the Lutheran World Federation invited everyone in "to join us in the 
overwhelming task of assisting millions who face starvation at this moment, 
especially in Africa.” 


Also here, General Secretary Edmond Peret and the staff of the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches sent a Christmas wish for “peace on earth, peace within 
human hearts and minds, peace among peoples and nations, peace to those whom 
God loves, peace to those who work and pray for peace." 


President James Love and Secretary General Héctor Caselli of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs, based here, spoke of the light of Christmas which 
"overcomes injustice, death, and the threatening powers that bring 
hopelessness and despair to millions of people.” 


Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, first bishop of Anglicanism, noted 
from London “press reports concerning speculations of academic theologians.” 
He said that many of the reports had been "misleading, and a good number of 
people have been disturbed and confused.” 


From Washington, General Secretary Gerhard Claas of the Baptist World Alliance 
suggested various ways for Christians to let their light shine: "Pay a visit 
to a lonely person. Write a letter to an inmate in prison. Urge state 
representatives to work for peace and disarmament. Help a refugee to adjust 
and settle down in your country. Stand up to discrimination of any kind. 
Pray with a sick friend. Make peace with your neighbour. Return to a simple 
lifestyle and share your goods with the needy.” 


In Istanbul, Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, first bishop of Eastern 

Orthodoxy, described youth as the "golden hope of our future”. He said the 

church is “not exempt from ... responsibility” for the indifference and 

insecurity of some youth, even though it is also their “harbour and refuge.” 
EPS 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN YOUTH Ecumenical Press 
EXCHANGE HOLDS GENERAL ASSEMBLY Service 84.12.64 


FRANKFURT (EPS) - The federation of national committees of the International 
Christian Youth Exchange held its general assembly here (19-26 November). 
Among other things, the ICYE staff report called for "clear guidelines” on 
ICYE involvement in "issues of ecumenism, disabled, North/South, peace, and 
women, as well as ICYE's political and social involvement in general." 


The Costa Rica ICYE committee was accepted as a full member. The assembly 
decided to end work in France. Nicaragua suspended its associate membership, 
while Liberia and Norway were accepted as associate members. The next ICYE 
assembly was set for Helsinki, 14-24 November 1985. 


Carlos Sintado, World Council of Churches youth director, who addressed the 
assembly on “the meaning of being ecumenical", observed that the federation 
seems to be “trying hard to find new ways for more meaningful programmes which 
suit the needs and aspirations of today's young people." He described its 
"basic approach" as seeking to “break through elitist or mere individualistic 
understanding of the exchange experience, and moves toward a more communal, 
group-to-group activity.” 


EPS 


PLENARY RESURRECTS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH UNION EFFORT Service 84.12.65 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service, New York, ] 


BALTIMORE (EPS/Jean Caffey Lyles) - The vast majority of mainline Us 
Christians long ago took the rumours of the demise of the Consultation on 
Church Union as fact and dismissed as moribund the plucky but impractical 
church union scheme of a few ecumenical visionaries, But steps taken here 
(26-30 November) by representatives from COCU's’ nine participating 
denominations offer hope that the quarter-century-old idea for ending some 
divisions of American Christianity can become a reality by the end of the 
century. 


Such a long-range scheme may still draw yawns from church regulars, but last 
week's session ended with the most definitive action COCU had taken in its 22 
years. People involved in COCU are used to thinking in decades. Some who 
were “present at the creation” know they won't live to see the liturgical 
celebration that inaugurates the "Church of Christ Uniting” sometime in the 
2lst century. 


The steps approved will require the individual denominations first to approve 
an “emerging theological consensus", a kind of framework upon which those nine 
churches will unite. But agreement on that portion of the plan will take 
until at least mid-1988. 


If that occurs, the churches then will be asked reeecucer into “an © interim 
stage” called “covenanting for unity”. But here, again, some delay is built 
in. The specific details of the “covenanting” process will be revised and 
discussed for some time. With approval of the particulars, however, the 
churches will move beyond the paper stage to such practical matters as doing 
their mission and evangelism work together, freely interchanging clergy and 
members, ordaining clergy jointly, and conducting regular joint celebrations 


of the eucharist. And all of that will happen, according to planners, 
without compromising the distinctive cultural and stylistic character of each 
denomination. The planners hope the denominations will come to trust one 


another enough to share life in common so structural union becomes workable. 


The idea of COCU dates back to 4 December 1960, when then-Presbyterian leader 
Eugene Carson Blake preached a historic sermon at the Anglican cathedral in 
San Francisco, calling for a united church that would be “truly catholic, 
truly evangelical and truly reformed”. The sermon, to a standing-room-only 
crowd during a National Council of Churches assembly, rated a full page in 
Time magazine and generated a burst of excitement. 


The cathedral was used at the invitation of the late and controversial Bishop 
James Pike, who saw the sermon beforehand and perhaps even collaborated in the 
writing. So the idea was promptly dubbed the "Blake—-Pike proposal”. By 


1962, the consultation was underway with six founding denominations. The 
decision of three black denominations to join the effort enhanced its 
credibility. Now, nine Methodist, Reformed, Disciples, and Anglican 


denominations are involved. 


In the early years, enthusiasm was high. Christians had long maintained that 
their divisions were a “scandal" and had argued for unity - either spiritual 
or structural - by quoting from Scripture the prayer of Jesus "that they may 
all be one ... that the world may believe ...”. Major church unions had 
already taken place in Canada, India, and elsewhere. Why not in the US? 
And why not rather quickly? 


(over) 


cocu/2 


But 10 years later, when COCU sent to its member churches a detailed 
structural plan of union, it was soundly rejected. That bold plan, one COCU 
leader recalls ruefully, was so specific that it “did everything except name 
who should be the first presiding bishop”. It must have been shortly after 
that that the "COCU-is-dead" line became common wisdom, and many of the early 
enthusiasts forgot about the organization. 


Meanwhile, a small but persistent contingent went back to pick up the pieces 
of their shattered ecumenical dreams and started rebuilding more modestly. 
So far as media attention was concerned, COCU went “underground”. The work 
continued quietly, and tiny increments of progress were reported in esoteric 
ecumenical journals unknown to the vast majority of persons in the pews. For 
those who had lost track of COCU since 1970, the New York Times front page 
headline "9 Major Churches Approve Accord to Bring a Merger", must have come 
as a bolt from the blue. But in fact, the historic theological consensus 
statement that was approved here is the logical culmination of more than a 
dozen years of drafting, redrafting, revising, and amending. 


The emotional high point of the Baltimore meeting, when the nine denominations 
responded with "ayes" and "amens" to a roll-call vote, was a moment of 
vindication for the lonely long-distance ecumenists who have spent years in 
obscure but intense work, far from the glare of the media, struggling to find 
the words that would express the extent of theological agreement reached. 
Most of the hours at Baltimore were spent in the painstaking chore of 
hammering out still more amendments. (About 100 alterations were made in the 
70-page document. ) 


What historically has been a slow process promises to move just as slowly and 
deliberately into the future. At this stage in COCU's journey towards 
becoming “the Church of Christ Uniting", it is still important that some of 
the agreements be couched in language that is deliberately ambiguous or 
imprecise, to keep the fragile coalition together. Indeed, there was fear 
during the plenary that the whole church union enterprise could suddenly 
shatter into pieces, right there on the brightly-patterned carpet of the Omni 
Hotel ballroom. But to the surprise of some seasoned skeptics, participants 
in the session refused to go home empty-handed. 


There were nervous moments early in the plenary, as there always are in COCU 
plenaries. This time, there was anxiety when a delegate of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church said his body could not accept some language 
that appeared to threaten the powerful position of bishops in that 
denomination. Somehow, the document drafters found language to break the 
impasse. 


Those who jokingly call themselves "“ecumaniacs"” face the enormous job of 
“selling” the idea of "“covenanting for unity” to their separate churches. If 
what's written in the documents is ever going to get off the pages and into 
the lives of local congregations, caring about church union will have to 
become something for the whole church and not just for the designated hitters 
of the ecumenical movement. 


COCU's leaders said their interest in Christian unity extends far beyond the 
nine denominations whose membership totals 23 million. Invited guests and 
consultants from the Roman Catholic Church, Reformed Church in America, 


Lutheran Church in America, and other bodies were among the interested 
onlookers, 


EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES STAFF Ecumenical Press 
SAYS FAREWELL TO PHILIP POTTER Service 84.12.66 


GENEVA (EPS) - Colleagues of Philip Potter, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches since November 1972, said farewell to him at wcc 
headquarters here (14 December). He was succeeded on 1 January 1985 by Emilio 
Castro. 


Potter responded briefly to the evening of humour and more serious tributes by 
Saying it had been the "joy of my life to be in Service to people everywhere. 
Let us continue to be companions”, he said, “sharing bread for the life of the 
world." Observing that he considered life a pilgrimage, on which “you keep on 
going" because the God “who has called you is before you", Potter said he was 
therefore “sorry to be leaving, but I am glad to BOc0h 


For most of his adult life, Potter, 63, has been associated with the WCC, 
having attended its founding assembly in Amsterdam in 1948. In the 1950s, he 
was WCC youth director. After time with the Methodist Missionary Society in 
London, he returned to the WCC in 1967 to direct its world mission and 
evangelism commission. It was from that post that he went to the general 
Ssecretaryship. He plans to return to his native Caribbean region and work 
with students. 


In a personal portrait of Potter in her introduction to "Faith and 
Faithfulness; Essays on Contempurary Ecumenical Themes", Pauline Webb offered 
this assessment of his work: 


“His temptation has often been to undervalue his own gifts and fail to 


recognize his talents as clearly as others have done. He could have achieved 
distinction in any number of fields - the legal profession, teaching, 
politics, even professional Singing - had the divine finger not been early 


laid upon his shoulder and compulsively guided him into the ministry of the 
GoUTCHA de . 


"It seems totally appropriate that his ecumenical career should have reached 
its culminating moments in a WCC Assembly that was characterized above all by 
the quality of its worship. The abiding visual memory that many carried away 
from the Vancouver Assembly is of Philip Potter, in black gown and Geneva 
bands, holding in his arms the youngest and newest member of his flock, the 
baby brought by her mother from Zimbabwe and presented at the altar as her 
SPLe OL UGG e Bei 


“Potter came to captain the ecumenical ship when it had entered stormy 
waters. The Programme to Combat Racism was already provoking strong 
reactions from some who saw all too clearly its implications for their own 
interests. The flouting of human rights in many parts of the world was 
debasing the very foundations of legal authority. The momentum towards 
church unity in some places seemed to be grinding to a halt. New 
authoritarian attitudes were being reinforced in both religious and political 
leadership. And the urgency of the peace movement had to be linked with the 
energetic pursuit of justice. 


“Was there a word from the Lord for such a world as this? To those who knew 
him well, there was one man who would have such a word. And Philip Potter's 
words have gone forth with power in both speech and action during the twelve 
years of his term of office. 


"Theologically faithful and socially credible - no words could better sum up 
Philip Potter's contribution to the ecumenical movement from his first days 
until now. We thank God for him." 


EPS 


CONSULTATION BEGINS WORKING ON Ecumenical Press 
EXPLICATION OF APOSTOLIC FAITH Service 84.12.67 


KOTTAYAM (Kerala/India) (EPS) - Participants from Asia, New Zealand, North 
America (including Mexico), and Europe, met for a week here (14-22 November) 
as part of an effort by the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churches to express the historic faith of the church in 20th-century terms. 


A result of the week of worship, lectures, discussions, church visits, and 
small-group work was a "first provisional draft of a common explication of the 
faith in Jesus Christ”. It includes sections on Jesus' life, death, and 
resurrection, including commentary on relevant passages in the fourth-century 
Nicene Creed, widely used by Christians as a brief statement of their faith. 
A concluding section considers various contemporary people and issues. 


Traditions represented here included Roman Catholic, United, Independent (Mar 
Thoma), Anglican, Reformed, Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, and Oriental 
Orthodox. The commission plans to publish the main consultation papers. 


EPS 


LUTHERAN BISHOPS CONSIDER Ecumenical Press 
ISSUE OF DIVORCED CLERGY Service 84.12.68 


[This item is abridged and adapted from ALC material. ] 


MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - Bishops of the American Lutheran Church were urged to 
avoid the extremes of "cheap grace" or “deadly legalism” in dealing with 
clergy divorces. At the same time, Gerhard Krodel, academic dean at the 
Lutheran seminary in Gettysburg (Pennsylvania), voiced his view that divorcing 
pastors should resign from their current position because divorce 
“demonstrates that the gospel has not operated in the pastor's marriage”. 
Krodel's presentation was part of a continuing re-examination by the ALC's 20 
bishops of ALC "Guidelines for Determining Conduct Unbecoming a Member of the 
Clergy Roster", which covers various situations, including divorce. 


Jesus' words clearly prohibit divorce, Krodel said, but noted that biblical 


writers later introduced some exceptions. On that basis, he explained, the 
church may consider the continued service by divorced pastors. "God's grace 
is greater than our failures", kKrodel_ said. However, he suggested 


church-wide regulations on divorced clergy to avoid diverse practices. 


While the Christian is assured of forgiveness, Krodel said, that forgiveness 
does not necessarily mean that a person is restored to the active ordained 
ministry. “Ordination is not a civil right", he said, "it is a privilege”. 
Continuing marital faithfulness is one way in which Christians exemplify the 
coming of the kingdom, he observed, adding that "a divorced bishop or 
presbyter is a contradiction in [New Testament] terms”. 


Some bishops - one of whom said he had to deal with 20 divorces among clergy 
in his district in the past six years - took issue with Krodel's views. When 
scandal is involved, resignation of the pastor seems "relatively clear", said 


E. Harold Jansen. But “it's ambiguous when they (pastor and spouse) are 
tearing each other apart”. There "may be worse things than divorce", he 
said. David Wolber had similar concerns. If divorce indicates the power of 


the gospel is not active in a marriage, he said, the “converse is not 
necessarily true”. Asked Wolber, "Where is the list of what demonstrates the 


gospel is not at work? Where does it begin and end?” 


EPS 


Synod of United Protestant Church of Belgium meets EPS 84.12.69 
BRUSSELS (EPS) - This month's synod of the United Protestant Church of Belgium 
elected as president a Brussels pastor, Martin Beukenhorst. It also sent a 
message to be read in congregations (9 December) describing UPCB members as 
being “on the road" towards unity, joy, more justice, and service. It also 
noted the denomination's “disquieting” financial situation, and urged 
theological reflection on the denomination's “diverse” baptismal practices. 


NZ Baptists discuss shortfall EPS 84.12.70 
AUCKLAND (New Zealand) (EPS) - For several weeks at the end of this year, the 
Baptist Union of New Zealand held a series of 18 conferences around the 
country to discuss a shortfall of 110,000 NZ dollars in the amount (727,000) 
pledged for the denomination's work. 


Indian RC-Lutheran dialogue issues six-point statement EPS?84.12978 
TIRUCHIRAPALLI (India) (EPS) - The official Indian Lutheran-Roman Catholic 
theological dialogue group issued in mid-December a six point “convergence of 
opinions” on such issues as the nature of the church, Christianity in India, 
and social concerns, such as the caste system, 


Lutherans praise Argentine democracy EPS 84.12.72 
BARILOCHE (Argentina) (EPS) - At the end of its 37th General Assembly, here, 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Argentina said it gives "thanks to 
God for this new reality [of democracy in the country] and we ask in our 
prayers for full affirmation and implementation." 


Brazil Lutherans vote bigger faculty, administrative reform EPS 84.12573 
PORTO ALEGRE (Brazil) (EPS) - The 10th General Assembly of the Evangelical 
Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil (IECLB) decided to double the capacity 
of its theological faculty in Sao Leopoldo from 300 to 600 students, and to 
initiate a structural reform to decentralize the denomination and give greater 
autonomy to its various units. The assembly also markedthe announcement of 
the retirement next August of Augusto Kunert, IECLB president since 1974. In 
an assembly message to the country, it asked attention to Brazil's agrarian 
problems and the plight of Brazilians in the north-eastern part of the country. 


New Caledonian churches issue declaration EPS 84.12.74 
NOUMEA (New Caledonia) (EPS) - Leaders of the three principal denominations 
(Roman Catholic, Evangelical, and Evangelical Free) in the troubled French 
Pacific territory of New Caledonia organized a week of prayer for peace and 
justice there. A joint statement noted the "deterioration of the political 
climate,” and condemned all “injustices, their causes, and their consequences." 


Kirk stresses environmental questions EPS 84.12.75 
EDINBURGH (EPS) - The [Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland (7 


December) premiered a 30-minute film on pollution made in connection with its 
Society, Religion, and Technology Project, and launched a working party on 
responsible land use. The film, "Not In My Backyard," deals with “how ... 
industrial processes and modern life styles [are] damaging the natural 
environment, and whose fault is it." 


US Methodists examine family life EPS 84.12.76 
ST. SIMONS ISLAND (Georgia/US) (EPS) - Thirty-five authorities on family life 
gathered last month under the auspices of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministry, and outlined actions local congregations can take to strengthen 
family life. Garrett-Evangelical Seminary Professor Douglas Wingeier told the 
group that “God is calling us to create new forms of family life and family 
ministry to express the gospel in a new age.” 


EPS 


US Methodists studying “our theological task" Ad MR A Ad 
NEW YORK (EPS) - Two dozen bishops, academics, clergy, and laypeople have been 
named by the United Methodist Council of Bishops to prepare a report for the 
next (1988) UM general conference on “our theological task". The report was 
required by this year's conference. 


Orthodox Church in America Romanians reject Bucharest claims EPS 84.12.78 
DETROIT (EPS) - The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate, a diocese of the Orthodox 
Church in America, has rejected a claim reiterated earlier this year by the 
Romanian Orthodox Church to jurisdiction over “all Romanian Orthodox in 
America". In its November issue, the episcopate's magazine published a letter 
from its former archbishop, Valerian Trifa, to Romanian Orthodox Patriarch 
Justin in Bucharest. Trifa said "the oft-repeated argument that the Americans 
of Romanian descent must accept the decisions of the church authorities in 
Romania because of ‘common Romanian sentiments’ does not have any relevance 
--- for the simple reason that the Romanian sentiments of those settled in 
America are not that much like those of the church authorities in Romania." 
(The Romanian patriarchate includes a "missionary diocese" in the US.) 


Canadian Anglican bishops oppose capital punishment EPS: 64.12.79 
TORONTO (EPS) - Last month, the Canadian Anglican House of Bishops issued a 


pastoral letter reiterating its stand against capital punishment, and calling 
at the same time for greater support for police forces, and victims of crimes, 
and their families. 


Poland's “golden age of church building” EPS 84.12.80 
LONDON (EPS) - Reuter news agency, based here, reported from Poland (11 


December) that even as the country “grapples with a four-year-long economic 
crisis, its Roman Catholic church has entered a golden age of church-building 
that many say is without parallel in its 1000-year history". An estimated 
1200 churches, chapels, and other religious buildings are currently under 
construction. 


Uniting Church of Australia fears land-rights sellout EPS 84.12.81 
SYDNEY (EPS) - In a statement before the recent national elections, Aboriginal 


Affairs Secretary B.A. Clarke of the Uniting Church of Australia, expressed 
concern to leaders of the major political parties that "their references to 
land rights give no assurance to us or to Aboriginal people. ... Frankly”, 
Clarke said, "we fear a sellout". He urged “policies that will ensure 
Aboriginal Australians are treated justly and allowed direct participation in 
the critical decisions affecting not only their land, but their very survival." 


WCC officers meet EPS 84.12.82 
GENEVA (EPS) - At their regular meeting, at World Council of Churches 


headquarters here (11-13 December) the four WCC officers (Moderator Heinz 
Joachim Held, Vice Moderators Sylvia Talbot and Chrysostomos of Myra, and 
General Secretary Philip Potter), reviewed plans for upcoming meetings of WCC 
governing bodies (executive committee, 4-8 February, here; central committee, 
28 July-8 August, Buenos’ Aires). They issued a_ statement to mark 
International Youth Year (EPS 84.12.55), and reviewed WCC programmes, 
finances, and staffing. It was announced that during 1985, Nicholas Maro will 
return to government service, from which he was given a leave of absence to 
become director of the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS). He is to 
begin a sabbatical from his CICARWS post 1 January. Before coming to his WCC 
post, 1 January 1983, he was a Tanzanian ambassador. 


EPS 


Polish Ecumenical Council comments on US church dispute EPS wh 4012.83 
WARSAW (EPS) - Leaders of the eight-denomination Polish Ecumenical Council, 
which groups most Polish Christians other than those of the Roman Catholic 
majority, expressed “deep concern" about the arrest last month of a Lutheran 
pastor in Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania/US) in the wake of controversy over his 
involvement in a group called Denominational Mission Strategy, which acts 
vigorously on behalf of the unemployed. The PEC feeter. “CO. TUS | Nat LonaL 
Council of Churches General Secretary Claire Randall and two national Lutheran 
bishops, expressed support for "the Rev. Douglas Roth's noble action of 
protest ... in defence of the unemployed doomed to charity bread." Kenneth 
May, Roth's bishop, said he appreciates that PEC is “concerned about people,” 
but said it has a wrong perception of the situation. The PEC letter said that 
“as Christians and citizens of the state where the wight.ctO- works is 4 
fundamental principle and unemployment does not exist, we regret that American 


people ... tolerate and approve violence against those people who demand just 
conditions of living.” 


Soviet party reported concerned about Orthodox millenium EPS 84.12.84 
rin ate ee eer ee Be eee ee hYOCOs est Sum fe Ve er 
MOSCOW (EPS) - London-based Reuter news agency reported (13 December) from 


here that “Soviet Communist ideologists have called for tougher propaganda 
against religious beliefs, as popular interest in the Russian Orthodox Church 
has increased with the approach of its 1000th anniversary," in 1988. 


Belydende Kring marks 10th anniversary 1 RS tie lla oi 
BRAAMFONTEIN (South Africa) (EPS) - Belydende Kring, the interracial, South 


African Reformed anti-apartheid organization, celebrated its 10th anniversary 
this month with worship, a series of addresses, and a new publication. 


Anti-alcohol drive in Sweden EPS 84.12.86 
STOCKHOLM (EPS) - The Salvation Army, Pentecostal congregations, Swedish 


Lutheran Archbishop Bertil Werkstroém, and Christian temperance movements (Blue 
Ribbon and White Ribbon) are among church representatives giving support to a 
campaign by 150 Swedish physicians and professors of medicine to drastically 
cut alcohol sales. 


GDR church announces plans for composers' anniversaries EPS 84.12.87 
BERLIN (EPS) - With numerous concerts, seminars, and lectures, the Federation 


of Evangelical [United and Lutheran regional] Churches in the [East] German 
Democratic Republic has announced plans to mark the 300th anniversaries of the 
births of composers G.F. Handel (23 February) and J.S. Bach (21 March), and 
the 400th of Heinrich Schiitz (14 October). Major centres of celebration are 
to be Leipzig (14-20 May), Magdeburg (5-9 June), Dresden (9-13 October), and 
Eisenach (21-24 June) 


Pacific women ordained EPS 84.12.88 
SUVA (Fiji) (EPS) - The newsletter of the Pacific Conference of Churches 
reports several developments on the women's ordination front in the region: 
Betty Slader is to be ordained deacon in the Anglican Diocese of Polynesia at 
the end of January, and Bishop Jabez Bryce says he hopes to priest her at the 
synod meeting in May. The Methodist Church in Fiji ordained its first woman, 
Mary Mills, at its conference here in September 1983. A year later, the 
Kiribati Protestant Church ordained Oota Tioti as its first female minister of 
word and sacrament, 


Centenary of Protestant work in Cuba marked EPS 84.12.89 
MATANZAS (Cuba) (EPS) - The Ecumenical Council of Cuba concluded a 


consultation last month to mark the 100th anniversary of Protestant missionary 
work in the Caribbean island nation. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: “Letter from New York" EPS 84.12.90 


US President Ronald Reagan's re-elction (6 November) brought little comment 
from church circles here. Much of the religious leadership in mainline 
churches has strongly opposed his policies. But his personal popularity 
remained so great, all polls had indicated that he would undoubtedly win. So 
even the people most disturbed by what four more years of Reagan's leadership 
would likely mean for peace and justice initiatives became outwardly resigned 
to his re-election. 


Reagan's church critics are not, however, resigned to his policies. Already 
the “constructive engagement" policy towards South Africa has come under 
assault by leading blacks, with support from white allies and stimulation from 
the presence here of South African Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu. A civil 
disobedience campaign that began at the South African embassy in Washington 
quickly spread to other cities where South Africa has consultates. 


In New York, daily demonstrations with designated individuals symbolically 
blocking the doors of a building where the consulate has offices led to 
several arrests the first week of December. Among those arrested was Emerson 
Moore, the first black auxiliary bishop of the Roman Catholic archdiocese of 
New York. Though US campaigns of civil disobedience had previously taken 
many clergy of all faiths to jail, seldom if ever has a Roman Catholic bishop 
been involved. Moore, who was not jailed but only given a summons to appear 
in court later, said he had never been arrested before and knew of no bishop 
who had been. The police official supervising the arrest was a white Roman 
Catholic who knew Moore, and the atmosphere remained cordial. 


Much of the religious community here is also organizing a resistance campaign 
that would go into effect if Reagan ordered an invasion of Nicaragua. 

Administration officials deny as a matter of course that they plan to 
invade. But many close observers of their activity in Central America 
Suspect a secret hope to undertake some direct military action against the 
Sandinista government if it appears such a move would have public acquiescence. 


A plan to begin protest demonstrations, occupy congressional offices and 
possibly send people to Nicaragua in a show of solidarity has been initiated 
by Sojourners magazine, a publication of conservative evangelicals devoted to 
social justice. The Roman Catholic peace organization Pax Christi is among 
the groups backing the plan. It also gained the endorsement of Church Women 
United and the disarmament programme of New York's Riverside Church. 


One church tie to Nicaragua has been through its foreign minister, Miguel 
D'Escoto, a priest of the US Roman Catholic Missionary order Maryknoll. 

Maryknollers have been among the most prominent exponents of liberation 
theology, and their press has been a leading publisher of books in this 
area, Both the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers and their independent "twin", 
the Maryknoll Sisters, have played key roles in helping the US church 
understand events in Latin America and stimulating opposition to Reagan policy. 


Delegates of both orders gathered at Maryknoll this fall for the governance 
meetings held every six years. William Boteler, who had been serving in 
Bolivia, was elected to succeed James Noonan as head of the men. The women 
chose Luise Ahrens, a former missionary in Indonesia, to succeed Melinda Roper 
as president. Both groups spent time considering the recent Vatican warning 
against errors in some forms of liberation theology (EPS 84.09.25). The two 
new leaders said they agree such errors occur, but added that their advocacy 
of liberation theology in its true meaning would continue. 


EPS 
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